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Beport  on  the  Trade  cmd  Commerce  of  Pwrayvm]  for  the  Year  1901 
By  Mr.  Consul  A.  Gosling. 

(Baoeired  at  Foreign  Office,  August  8, 1002.) 

The  state  of  commerce  in  Paraguay  during  the   year  1901  C^enetlil 
may  be  said  to  have  been  very  unsatisfactory.    The  imusually  ^J°^*^^  ^^ 
high  premium  on  gold  has  in  many  instances  rendered  business 
impossible  ;  the  Asuncion  market  has  been  overstocked. 

At  one  time,  indeed,  there  was  something  nearly  approaching 
a  financial  panic ;  fortunately,  however,  the  danger  was  tided  over, 
and  the  only  cases  of  bankruptcy  which  occurred  were  confined 
to  relatively  small  and  unimportant  firms. 

Trade  in  Asuncion  is  larger  than  might  be  thought,  con- 
sidering the  state  of  the  coimtry,  the  want  of  means  of  communi- 
cation and  other  deficiencies.  It  is,  however,  chiefly  carried  on 
through  European  firms  in  Buenos  Ayres  and  Monte  Video ;  it 
varies  little  from  year  to  year,  and  there  is  consequently  little  of 
interest  to  be  said  in  connection  with  it. 

Most  articles  sold  in  Europe  are  obtainable  here,  and  though 
not  of  the  best  quality  the  prices  are  not,  takii^  into  considera- 
tion the  cost  of  freight  and  the  high  duties,  on  the  whole 
unreasonable.  Some  of  the  largest  firms  and  those  which  sell  at 
the  lowest  prices,  conduct  an  import  and  export  trade  combined. 
There  are  25  large  importing  firms  in  Asuncion,  and  nearly  all 
of  these  sell  articles  of  British  manufacture  to  a  greater  or  lesser 
extent. 

The  want  of  trade  statistics  has  a  bad  eflFect  on  the  trade  of 
the  country  in  general. 

In  the  month  of  July  last  a  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Asuncion  Chamber  of  Commerce,  at  which  the  principal  firms  in 
Paraguay  were  represented.  Among  other  resolutions  passed  was 
the  following :  "  that  a  fund  should  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  r^able  statistics  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  the 
country."  It  is  much  to  be  hoped  that  this  resolution  will  be 
carried  into  effect. 

There  are  three  principal  banks  established  in  Paraguay,  the  Banki. 
Banco  Mercantil,  the  Banco  de  los  Bios,  and  the  Banco  Terri- 
torial    There  is  also  an  Agricultural  Bank — a  Government  insti- 
tution founded  with  the  object  of  promoting  agriculture  by  loans 
on  real  estate,  and  bv  the  purchase  of  produce, 
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The  interest  paid  by  the  various  banks  is  as  follows 


Current  acoounts 
DepofliU,    80  dajB 
it  ^    tt 

i»  ^     n 

»  180    » 


Per  Annum. 


Per  cent. 
4 
5 
7 
9 
10 


During  the  past  10  years  the  Banco  Mereantil  has  paid  a 
dividend  of  from  12  to  18  per  cent.  The  dividend  this  year  was 
15  per  cent. 

The  premium  on  gold  has  varied  from  800  to  1,000  per  cent., 
touching  the  latter  figure  at  the  end  of  1901. 

The  following  table  shows  the  condition  of  the  public  debt 
between  the  years  1890  and  1900. 


PaBLic  Debt. 


Year. 

Interest-bearing 
Funded  Debt. 

Non- 
interest- 
bearing 
Funded 

Debt. 

Floating. 
Debt. 

Total 
Debt. 

Internal. 

External. 

1890 

1900 

£ 
29,083 

£ 
843,600 
989,266 

£ 
3,913,205 
4,668,496 

£ 
1,515 
382,595 

£ 
4,758,320 
6,068,440 

The  revenue  in  1890  was  310,507/.  as  compared  with  616,829Z. 
in  1900.     The  total  expenditure  during  the  same  periods  was 
162,129Z.  and   725,181^.    respectively,   the    above  figures    being 
obtained  from  official  sources. 
ImportB.  The  imports  for   1901  may   be  calculated  at  600,730Z.     No 

figures  for  the  values  imported  from  the  various  European  countries 
are  procurable.  In  the  Consular  report  on  this  district  for  1900, 
a  statement  was  given  of  the  approximate  values  of  these  imports, 
and  showing  the  amounts  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  as 
more  or  less  167,710/.  The  figure  for  1901  would  probably  be 
smaller  for  reasons  already  mentioned. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  goods  imported  direct  from  Liverpool 
during  the  months  of  July,  August  and  September  last,  viz. : — 
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Articles. 


Wire  and  potto  for  fences       

Spirits     .1         ••         ••         ••         •• 

Drugs  and  perfameries . •         ••         • 

ProTisions  ..         ..         •• 

Ironmongerj  and  knives  

Tools  and  implemento 

GftlTanised  iron  for  roofs 
Sdentifio  instruments  • . 
Earthenware,  glass  and  window  panes  .  • 

Ships' articles 

Furniture  and  carpeto  . .         .  •         • .         . .         .  • 
Paper  and  stationery    .  •         . .         •  •         .  •         •  • 

Paint  and  oils    ••         •• 

Hato        

Saddlery 

Cottons  (coloured  and  bleached) 

Woollen  materials 

Mixed  fabrics  of  cotton,  wool,  thread  and  silk  stuffs 

Hemp  and  grass  bags    . .         •  •         

Merceries..         ••         ..         ..         ..         •• 

Total 


Value. 


£      . 

4 

32 

440 

18 

526 

7 

430 

6 

86 

400 

60 

8 

214 

166 

50 

9,540 

186 

1,890 

315 

3,372 


17,248 


A  German  Consular  report  for  the  years  1899-1900  assesses 
the  value  of  goods  imported  from  Germany  at  160,000/.  Eice,  for 
which  there  is  a  large  demand,  is  imported  principally  from  Bremen. 
Petroleum,  another  important  item  in  a  country  dependent  entirely 
upon  lamps  for  artificial  light,  comes  from  North  America. 
Sugar  is  imported  from  France  and  the  Argentine  Eepublic.  Wines 
and  spirits  come  from  Spain  and  Italy.  There  is  a  small  though 
perhaps  growing  demand  for  British  spirits  such  as  refined  gin 
and  whisky.  .The  amount  of  beer  imported  from  Europe  is  small, 
the  cost  being  too  great  to  compete  with  the  local  brewery,  which 
does  a  fairly  good  business.  Hardware  and  machinery  come 
chiefly  from  the  United  States  and  Germany.  The  latter  country, 
however,  sells  a  cheaper  article  and  cousequently  gets  a  greater 
proportion  of  the  trade.  Earthenware  and  glass  come  from 
Holland,  the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany ;  china  comes  from 
Germany  and  Austria ;  window  glass  from  Belgium ;  table  glass 
from  Germany ;  clocks  come  from  the  United  States  and 
Switzerland.  The  leather  trade  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
Germany.  Rifles  and  revolvers  come  principally  from  the  United 
States,  Belgium  and  Germany.  Knives  and  daggers  come  from 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany.  Bent  wood  furniture  is 
imported  from  Austria  and  a  small  amount  from  the  United 
States.  The  most  important  article  of  import,  namely,  cotton  goods, 
is  still  entirely  in  British  hands.  Germany  has,  however,  mono- 
polised the  trade  in  ponchos  and  to  some  extent  also  that  in 
clotha  Hats  are  imported  from  Italy  and  Germany,  but  are 
usually  sold  here  with  a  French  manufacturer's  mark.  The  best 
hats  sent  to  the  country  are  of  British  make. 

According  to  a  recent  publication  there  are  850  firms  in  the  ^^^*2)d  * 

Paraguay. 
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Imports  and 
exports. 


country  districts  engaged  in  business,  whose  joint  capitals  might 
be  estimated  at  350,000/.  In  Asuncion  itself  there  are  some  560 
stores  with  a  capital  of  about  1,000,000/.  There  are  250  Houses, 
representing  native  industries,  whose  capital  might  be  approxi- 
mately calculated  at  3,000,000/.  The  funds  invested  in  cattle 
raising  are  stated  by  the  same  authority  to  be  about  2,500,000/. 
Grerman  capital  in  Paraguay  is  computed  at  300,000/.  The  British 
capital  invested  in  the  Paraguayan  Central  Railway  is  1,457,000/. 
The  following  figures  show  the  values  of  the  exports  and 
imports  during  the  past  seven  years,  based  on  official  statistics : — 


fear. 


Value. 


Imports. 


1895  492,010 

1896  557,267 

1897  442,293 

1898  521,697 

1889  602,118 

1900  £67,72^ 

1901  600,730 


Eiports. 


£ 
388.578 
4(9,688 
511,054 
492,658 
458,150 
412,858 
505,861 


Kxports. 


The  principal  articles  of  export  during  1901  were  as  follows. 


VIZ.  :- 


Articles. 


Value. 


Dried  hides '  68,647 

Salted  bides 92,422 

Terba  mat^ 154,818 

Tobacco 88,769 

Timber        ,  52,792 

Fruits 47,574 

Extmct  of  quebracho         18,323 


Hides. 


Alligator 
■kins. 


The  greater  part  of  the  dried  and  salted  hides  go  to  Germany, 
the  price  paid  being  9rf.  and  5|rf.  per  1  lb.  respectively. 

There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  alligator  skins  in  this  Con- 
sular district,  prices  being  as  follows : — 


From  i  yard  to  1  yard  in  length 
„      1  yard  to  li  yards  in  length    . . 
„      H  yards  to  li  yards  in  length 
„      I  i  yards  upward 


Price. 

Raw. 

Tanned. 

8.    d, 
1     3 

1  9 

2  6 

'       3*.  to  4j. 

6 

•  • 
9 
15*.  toU 
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Yerba  mate,  or  Paraguayan  tea,  is  largely  exported  to  the  Terbs. 
various  Bepublics  of  South  America.  A  few  sample  packages 
have  been  shipped  to  the  United  States  and  to  Germany.  One 
sample  has  been  forwarded  from  this  Consulate  to  a  firm  in 
London.  A  German  house  here  prepares  a  refined  form  of  yerba 
mat^  suitable  for  drinking  like  tea.  It  is  packed  in  parcels  of 
2  lbs.,  at  a  cost  of  Is,  6d.  There  seems  to  be  little  doubt 
but  that  yerba  mate  is  a  great  restorative  in  hot  weather  or  after 
physical  exhaustion. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  the  representative  of  a  Tobaooo. 
Paraguayan  firm,  largely  interested  in  tobacco  growing,  visited  the 
principal  European  markets  with  the  object  of  introducing 
Paraguayan  tobacco.  It  is  reported  that  some  quantity  was  sold 
in  Spain  at  a  fair  price.  The  French  Gk)vernment  has  purchased 
3l),000  lbs.,  at  about  2d.  per  lb.,  through  the  French  Legation  hera 
The  firm  above  referred  to  state  that  they  are  able  to  supply 
35,000  to  40,000  cigars  monthly. 

These  cigars,  which  are  grown  from  Havana  seeds,  are  sold  here 
at  the  following  prices,  viz.,  2s.  6d.,  3s.,  5«.,  7«.  6rf.  10s.,  15s., 
IL,  11.  5s.,  and  21.  10s.  per  100.  The  rate  of  exchange  being  taken 
at  800  per  cent.,  or  40  dol.  equal  1/. 

The  various  kinds  of  valuable  timber  found  in  Paraguay  are  Timbor. 
specified  in  the  Consular  report  on  this  district  for  1900.     It  is 
reported  that  the  Paraguayan  Chamber  of  Commerce  intends  to 
classify  the  various  species,  and  to  forward  a  descriptive  list  with 
samples  to  the  various  European  Chambers  of  Commerce. 

A  considerable  amount  of  fruit  is  exported  to  the  Argentine  Fruits, 
-and  Uruguayan  Bepublics,  consisting  chiefly  of  oranges,  bananas 
and  pineapples.     The  former  are  of  a  superior  quality. 

2,157  steamers,  sailing  vessels  and  large  coasting  vessels  have  KaYigatum. 
entered  and  cleared  from  the  port  of  Asuncion  during  the  year. 

Immigration  lias  been  trifling  during  the  same  period.  Immigration. 

The  native  industries  have  no  particular  interest  out  of  the  Industaries. 
country.  An  exception  may,  however,  possibly  be  made  to  two 
<3la8ses  of  a  superior  quality  of  oil  made  by  a  German  firm  from 
palm  nuts  and  earth  nuts.  These  two  oils  have  a  good  colour  and 
very  little  smell,  and  are  said  to  be  suitable  for  the  manufacture 
of  soap.  It  is  stated  that  some  quantity  is  exported  to  Europe 
and  sold  as  olive  oil. 

Cattle-breeding  is  the  most  important  industry  in  Paraguay,  Cattle- 
And  there  is  a  slow  but  perceptible  improvement  in  the  stock.  ^"®*^*°8- 
Many  zebus  (a  species  of  Indian  buffalo)   are  imported  from 
Matto  Grosso  (Brazil),  but  cattlemen  here  are  not  agreed  as  to 
the  entire  suitability  of  this  animal  for  breeding  purposes. 

One  not  inconsiderable  advantage  which  the  zebu  appears  to 
possess  is  his  comparative  immunity  from  the  attacks  of  ticks 
{ixodes),  which  are  extremely  injurious  to  some  of  the  finer  breeds. 
Durhams,  Holsteins  and  Herefords  have  been  imported  and  found 
to  cross  well  with  the  native  breeds.  The  animals  slaughtered  in 
Asuncion  during  the  year  amounted  to  33,245  head,  representing 
a  value  of  about  91,932/.  The  amount  of  horned  cattle  in  the 
entire  Eepublic  is  calculated  at  3,500,000  head. 
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In  Adew  of  the  urgent  necessity  of  some  improvement  to  the 
harbour  of  Asuncion,  necessitating  the  construction  of  a  break- 
water, and  a  wharf,  and  the  dredging  of  the  river,  the  various  com- 
mercial houses  in  Asuncion  ofiered  the  Government  a  loan  of 
a  sum  not  to  exceed  40,000/.,  the  interest  payable  being  fixed  at 
the  rate  of  8  per  cent  per  annum.  4,000/.  was  at  once  advanced 
to  commence  work  on  the  breakwater,  which  was  in  progress  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

As  previously  mentioned  in  this  report  the  greater  part  of  the 
imports  to  Paraguay  are  shipped  out  of  bond  from  Buenos  Ayres 
or  Monte  Video,  and  there  is  consequently  but  little  direct  trade 
done  with  the  European  markets,  and  few  commercial  travellers 
visit  Asuncion.  The  following  are  the  regulations  for  commercial 
travellers  in  Paraguay : — Upon  entering  Asuncion  a  tax  varying 
from  10/.  to  15/.  is  payable.  A  further  tax,  the  amount  of  which 
is  not  specified,  is  payable  on  entering  the  other  townships  of  the 
Republic.  Samples  having  no  intrinsic  value  and,  being  of  no 
other  use,  such  as  small  patterns  of  cloth,  &c.,  may  be  introduced 
free  of  duty.  Dutiable  articles  are  allowed  to  pass  the  customs 
on  condition  of  an  undertaking  being  given  to  pay  the  duty  in 
the  event  of  the  goods  not  being  re-shipped  within  a  certain  time. 

A  North  American  Company  has  obtained  a  contract  to  light 
the  town  of  Asuncion  with  electricity. 

By  virtue  of  a  law  passed  on  August  31, 1901,  bicycles  and 
carriages  were  admitted  free  of  duty  until  the  month  of  August, 
1902,  and  December,  1902,  respectively.  The  number  of  bicycles 
and  vehicles  imported  from  Buenos  Ayres  has  been  very  small, 
and  there  is  no  probability  of  any  demand  for  these  articles 
arising  as  the  roads  and  streets  are  most  unsuitable  for  driving  or 
bicycle  riding. 

In  concluding  this  short  and  necessarily  incomplete  report,  I 
would  call  attention  to  the  valuable  work  performed  by  the  Para- 
guayan Chamber  of  Commerce.  This  institution  supplies  free  of 
charge  information  regarding  the  commerce  and  finances  of  the 
country,  and  this  Consulate  has  on  more  than  one  occasion  been 
indebted  to  it  for  matter  furnished  in  answer  to  enquiries  from 
the  United  Kingdom.  The  efforts  of  this  Chamber  cannot  fail  to 
have  a  most  favourable  result  on  the  commercial  prosperity  of 
the  country. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Persian  Gulf  for  the  Year 
1901  bt/  Lieut-Colonel  C  A.  Kemball,  His  Majcstifs  Consul- 
General  at  Bushire. 

(Beceired  at  Foreign  Office,  Maj  5, 1902.) 

The  improvemeut  in  trade  noticed  in  last  year's  report  soon  Oenena 
declined   owing   to   the   partial   failure  of   crops  caused  by  the  remarki. 
insufficient  rainfall,  and   the  year  under  review  has   not   been 
favourable  for  trade  operations. 

Although  the  statistics  show  a  considerable  advance  in  the  imports, 
extent  of  imports  over  the  previous  year,  the  result  cannot  be  said 
to  have  been  due  to  the  transactions  in  any  particular  class  of 
goods  having  proved  remunerative,  but  rather  to  over  speculation 
encouraged  by  some  drms  who  allow  long  credit  indiscriminately 
to  traders  of  little  or  no  means. 

The  total  imports  into  Bushire  during  the  year,  excluding  • 
specie,  amount  to  1,344,700/,,  or  an  iDcrea83  of  213,480/.  on  the 
previous  year.  The  imports  into  Lingah  also  show  an  increase 
of  108,708/.  The  increase  is  noticeable  at  Bushire  in  cotton  piece- 
goods,  glass  and  glassware,  cutlery,  kerosene  oil,  provisions  and 
tea.  Indigo  shows  a  heavy  decline  of  nearly  13,333/.  Other 
articles  showing  more  or  less  decrease  are  gold  lace  and  thread, 
metals,  porcelain  and  china  ware,  loaf  and  soft  sugar,  and  woollen 
goods.  The  class  of  goods  which  show  an  inci^ase  in  imports 
into  Lingah  are  yam  and  twist,  drugs  and  medicines,  kerosene 
oil,  provisions,  loaf  and  soft  sugar,  tea  and  woollen  goods. 

The  exports  from  Bushire  declined  by  95,160/.,  which  is  made  Bzporta. 
up  by  a  decrease  under  most  of  the  principal  articles  exported  from 
this  port.  The  only  articles  which  show  an  increase  are  horses, 
hides  and  skins»  rosewater,  tobacco,  and  wool.  The  exports  from 
LingaH  improved  by  87,716/.,  the  chief  item  being  pearls  and  shells, 
the  former  of  which  alone  records  an  increase  of  84,200/.,  and  the 
latter  of  2,733/. 

Owing  to  a  scanty  rainfall  the  grain  and  other  crops  failed  to  H^ivect 
the  extent  of  about  50  per  cent,  and  famine  prices  had  actually 
to  be  paid  for  bread-stuS's.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  particd  relief 
which  was  afforded  by  the  abundance  of  fisheries  in  the  Gulf  and 
the  plentifulness  of  the  date  crop  in  Turkish  Arabia,  the  effect  on 
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the  poorer  classes  would  have  been  most  disastrous.  No  shipments 
of  wheat  were  made  to  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  year, 
prices  on  this  side  being  far  too  high.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
year  the  embargo  was  re-imposed  and  prices  rose  still  higher  and 
large  quantities  of  grain  were  imported  from  India. 

Exchange.  Sterling  exchange  rates  varied  from  53  krans  per  li  sterling 

in  January  and  March  to  55  krans  in  September  and  December. 
Rupee  exchange  was  lowest  in  May  at  356 J  krans  per  100  rs. 
and  highest  in  December  when  it  reached  367J  krans  per  100  rs. 
Bar  silver  to  the  value  of  over  200,000/.  was  imported  into  Bushire 
during  the  year  for  transmission  to  Teheran,  and  specie  to  the 
extent  of  4,000,000  krans  (74,074/.)  was  sent  up  country  by 
caravans. 

Carrcncy.  The  introduction  of  the  nickel  tokens  mentioned  in  last  year's 

report  has  had  a  very  beneficial  efifect  on  the  currency  of  the 
country,  and  the  complications  arising  from  the  debased  copper 
currency  in  the  ordinary  market  transactions  have  been  finally 
removed.  The  only  copper  coin  now  seen  in  the  market  is  the 
2-shahi  piece,  which  is  now  accepted  for  ^  shahi.  The  old  ^-shahi 
and  l-shahi  pieces  have  entirely  disappeared.  The  old  silver 
coinage  has  also  been  withdrawn,  with  the  exception  of  ^-kran 
pieces,  which  are  still  in  circulation.  The  silver  coins  now  current 
in  the  market  are  the  2-kran  and  1-kran  pieces  minted  by  the 
Imperial  Bank  of  Persia. 

Specie.  The    total  amount  of    treasure  imported  into  Bushire  was 

286,777/.,  or  an  increase  of  94,934/.  The  principal  countries  which 
contributed  to  the  increase  are — United  Kingdom,  200,000/.; 
Turkey,  64,062/. ;  and  Persian  ports,  21,172/.  The  specie  imported 
into  Lingah  was  167,467/.,  or  an  increase  of  47,067/.  In  the 
export  of  specie  from  Bushire  there  was  a  decrease  of  41,529/., 
while  from  Lingah  there  was  an  increase  of  45,067/. 

Mule  hire.  During  the  beginning  of  the  year  mule  hire  for  Shiraz  stood 

at  95  krans  per  100  maunds  of  775  lbs.  It  went  down  to  80  krans 
in  April,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  May  and  during  June  and  July 
the  rate  rose  to  100  krans.  Since  then  it  has  steadily  risen,  till 
the  quotation  at  the  end  of  December  stood  at  110  krans. 

One  unsatisfactory  feature  in  the  transport  of  goods  to  the 
interior,  and  which  calls  for  serious  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Persian  Government,  is  the  obnoxious  practice  resorted  to  by  its 
officials  of  impreesment  of  pack  animals  on  various  pretexts  of 
public  emergency.  This  practice  not  infrequently  causes  serious 
dislocation  in  the  transport  of  goods  entailing  loss  and  annoyance  • 
to  the  merchants.  To  secure  this  impressment  the  petty  offiuials 
start  in  all  directions  to  catch  and  blackmail  all  caravans  which 
may  come  within  their  reach.  The  muleteers  who  are  thus  caught 
are  forced  to  unload  their  goods  and  to  work  for  the  officials 
'  -without  any  remimeration.  Some  muleteers  in  order  to  escape 
the  impressment  pay  heavy  fines,  while  others  in  order  to  avoid 
the  harsh  treatment  abandon  the  laden  merchandise  in  any  part 
of  the  road  and  fly  to  the  hills.  Meanwhile  the  abandoned  goods 
lie  for  an  infllfinite  period  axp6sed  to  all  sorts  of  risks.     When 
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the  news  of  the  impressment  spreads,  all  caravan  traffic  ceases  for 
weeks  until  the  oppression  subsides. 

Freight  to  London  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  gradually  Frwgtt. 
dropped  from  11.  5s.  to  11.  3«.,  while  in  July  it  further  fell  to  19«., 
at  which  rate  it  remained  standing  until  December,  when,  owing 
to  competition  with  a  Bussian  steamer,  it  declined  to  158. 

112  steamers,  with  a  tonnage  of  130,273,  entered  the  port  Shipping, 
of  Bushire  during  the  year.  Of  these  109  were  British  and  three 
Bussian.  This,  as  compared  with  last  year,  shows  a  decline  of 
two  British,  one  Austro-Hungarian,  and  one  Turkish  steamer  of 
the  tonnage  of  9,804  and  an  increase  of  three  Bussian  of  the 
tonnage  of  4,513.  The  number  of  steamers  which  cleared  from 
Bushire  is  111,  with  a  tonnage  of  132,354.  This  shows  a  decrease 
of  eight  British  steamers  of  the  tonnage  of  3,938  and  two  Austro- 
Hungarian  of  the  tonnage  of  3,327  and  an  increase  of  three 
Bussian  steamers  of  the  tonnage  of  4,513,  or  a  net  decrease  as 
compared  with  the  past  year  of  seven  ships  and  2,687  tons.  The 
number  of  steamers  which  entered  the  port  of  Lingali  is  83,  with  a 
tonnage  of  91,300,  which  shows  an  increase  of  three  vessels  and 
3,300  tons.  Of  these  81  were  British  and  two  Bussian.  Of  those 
which  cleared  from  lingah  45  were  British  with  a  tonnage  of 
49,500  and  three  Bussian  with  a  tonnage  of  3,300.  This  shows 
an  increase  of  nine  steamers  and  9,900  tons  over  the  figures  of  the 
previous  year. 

It  appears  likely  that  British  shipping  will  suffer  from  more 
serious  competition  in  the  future  than  has  been  the  case  in  the 
past,  and  although  the  result  of  the  Bussian  steamer  which 
took  cargo  from  the  Gulf  to  London  could  not  have  been  very 
advantageous  to  those  concerned,  it  is  likely  that  when  trade 
improves  further  attempts  will  be  made  in  this  direction.  The 
heavy  subsidies  which  it  is  said  are  paid  to  the  Bussian  steamers 
will  enable  them  to  persevere  in  their  attempts  to  obtain  a  share 
of  the  trade. 

A  new  feature  in  this  year's  trade  is  the  establishment  of  a  Raanaii 
direct  line  of  steamers  between  Bussia  and  the  Persian  Gulf  ®^°^*"*"^- 
inaugurated  by  the  two  voyages  of  the  ss.  "Komiloff,"  which 
brought  loaf  sugar,  keroseae  oil,  gold  lace,  and  cotton  piece-goods, 
&c.,  of  which  the  statistics  ore  not  available. 

The  imposition  of  5  per  cent  customs  duty  on  both  imports  Customt 
and  exports  for  European  and  native  merchants  was  introduced  administm- 
in  the  beginning  of  the  Persian  official  year,  commencing  from    ^^ 
March  21,  1901.     This,  of  course,    met    with    a  good  deal  of 
opposition  at  first  on  the  part  of  the  native  merchants.     The 
measure    was,  however,  carried   out,  and  has  worked  smoothly 
without  having  had  any  appreciable  effect  on  trade.     The  landing 
and  shipping  companies  which  the  late  iJirector  of  Customs  was 
endeavouring    to   introduce    came    to  an   untimely  end    by   his 
premature  death,  and   it  is  unlikely  that  the   project  will  be 
renewed  again.      The  facilities  for  landing  and  shipping  cargo 
are  still  inadequate  when  more  than  one  steamer  is  in  port,  and 
(74)  A  3 
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it  is  very  desirable  that  the  customs  authorities  should  take  early 
steps  to  put  the  matter  on  a  satisfactory  footing. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  desirable  to  mention  that  until 
the  control  of  the  Gulf  port  customs  was  assumed  by  the  present 
Administration  the  levy  of  the  customs  duties  at  Lingah  was 
regulated  according  to  a  special  tariff  which  was  in  vogue  from 
the  time  when  the  port  was  under  Arab  governors.  The  com- 
mercial importance  of  the  port  of  Lingah  is  entirely  dependent  on 
the  fact  that  it  is  used  as  a  distributing  centre  for  the  Arab  Coast 
and  merchandise  imported  into  Lingah  for  re-exportation  abroad, 
whether  it  broke  bulk  or  not,  paid  a  nominal  transhipment  duty 
at  so  much  per  package.  At  the  beginning  of  their  control  the 
Belgian  Administration  adhered  to  the  former  practice,  but  of 
late  they  have  been  more  strict,  and  a  regular  5  per  cent  duty 
has  been  levied  on  all  goods  imported  into  Lingah,  and  a  similar 
rate  at  the  time  of  re-exportation  when  the  goods  have  broken 
bulk.  If  this  is  persisted  in  it  is  possible  that  the  British  and 
other  traders  who  deal  with  the  Arab  Coast  will  send  their 
merchandise  direct,  instead  of  by  transhipment  at  Lingah,  which 
will,  no  doubt,  tell  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  place. 

British  merchants  still  suffer  from  the  inattention  of  the 
Persian  Government  to  their  claims  against  Persian  subjects.  With 
reterence  to  the  remarks  under  this  head  in  last  year's  report,  one 
of  the  leading  merchants,  and  a  gentleman  of  great  experience  in 
Persia,  writes  that,  taking  into  consideration  the  social,  religious 
and  political  conditions  of  the  country,  he  doubts  the  possibility  of 
any  improvement  in  the  way  of  the  administration  of  justice.  He 
ratlier  advises  Eritish  merchants  to  exercise  more  caution  in  their 
dealings  nnd  to  avoid  giving  indiscriminate  credit. 

The  increase  shown  in  cotton  goods  is  249,434/.,  which  has 
been  due  rather  to  over  speculation,  facilitated  by  a  long  credit 
sysLeuj,  than  to  actual  increase  in  demand.  In  many  cases  cost 
prices  have  not  been  realised. 

The  increase  shown  in  drugs  and  medicines,  4,576/.,  is  not 
real  but  is  specially  due  to  the  shipment  of  opium  made  abroad 
having  been  returned  on  account  of  the  drug  being  largely 
adulterated  and  not  suited  to  the  requirements  of  the  market. 

The  increase  of  2,419/.  shown  under  the  head  of  matches  is  due 
to  over  speculation  and  prices  realised  were  greatly  under  cost. 

Owing  to  keen  competition  between  rival  firms  in  Bushire 
prices  have  gone  down  considerably.  Formerly  there  was  only 
one  firm  which  used  to  import  on  a  large  scale  directly  from  Batoura, 
and  was  in  a  positon  to  regulate  its  own  price.  In  1900  the  average 
price  of  a  case  of  kerosene  oil  was  6s.,  while  during  the  past  year 
it  went  down  to  45.  owing  to  large  shipments  which  were  brought 
by  ss."Korniloff." 

The  increase  of  11,129/.  under  the  head  of  provisions  is 
chiefly  due  to  a  large  quantity  of  flour  and  grain  having  been 
imported  from  India  owing  to  high  prices  ruling  in  the  local 
market  for  wheat,  &c. 

The  decrease  in  loaf  and  soft  sugar  is  22,844/.,  owing  to  the 
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market  being  overstocked  in  the  previous  year  and  heavy  ship- 
ments having  arrived  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  under  review. 
The  piioes  fdl  very  smartly  and  business  was  very  much  reduced. 
A  steady  decline  in  Marseilles,  however,  led  dealers  to  operate 
again,  but  the  arrival  at  the  latter  part  of  the  year  of  4,000  cases 
again  sent  prices  dowiL 

The  increase  of  21,1142.  on  tea  is  simply  due  to  speculation,  and  Tea. 
in  the  majority  of  cases  native  merchants  who  had  given  large 
orders  declined  to  accept  the  consignments  under  some  pretext  or 
other  owing  to  the  market  being  dull. 

The  increase  in  the  export  of  horses  amounted  to  1,501/.    The  Exports, 
number,  though  small  compared  with  previous  years,  was  an  im-  Horaei 
provement  on  1900. 

Cotton  shows  a  decline  of  11,962/.,  due  to  a  scanty  crop  and  also  Cotton, 
to  a  dull  market  abroad. 

There  has  been  a  large  decrease  of  26,791/.  in  almonds.  The  Almonds, 
price  of  tdmond  kernel,  which  went  up  very  high  in  the  previous 
year,  fell  to  60s.  in  1901,  and  there  has  been  no  improvement 
since.  Persian  sellers  on  this  side,  having  been  misled  by  the 
unprecedented  price  of  the  previous  year,  invested  this  year  at 
enhanced  prices  and  did  not  care  to  sell  unless  they  could  cover 
cost.  Thus  a  large  stock  has  been  left  in  the  country  uuexported 
for  want  of  inducement  in  the  consuming  markets  abroad. 

The  decline  of   10,631/.   in  wheat  is   due  to   no  shipments  Wheat 
having  been  made  abroad,   owing  to    a    partial  failure  of  the 
wheat  crop,  and  heavy  prices  ruling  in  the  local  market. 

The  decline  of  7,616/.  in  gum  is  owing  to  a  dull  market  abroad,  Gum. 
and  large  quantities  lying  uncleared  in  London  did  not  atlbrd 
sufScient  inducement  to  shipments  being  made  to  any  considerable 
extent 

Trade  in  hides  and  skins,  which  had  di^iudled  to  a  considerable  Hides  and 
extent  due  to  plague  and  quarantine  measures  in  India,  is  again  skint, 
regaining  its  old  proportions,  and  last  year  the  increase  recorded  is 
17,665/.     A  large  quantity  was  exported  to  India  and  to  the 
United  Kingdom.    The  shipments  to  India  are  as  a  rule  intended 
for  transhipment  abroad. 

The  decrease  in  opium  is  35,372i  Prices  in  China  having  fallen  Opium, 
heavily  merchants  have  been  unwilling  to  part  with  their  stock 
and  a  large  quantity  is  accumulated  in  the  country.  It  is  said 
that  this  fall  in  price  is  principally  due  to  adulteration  of  the  drug 
being  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  unless  some  super- 
vision is  exercised  in  its  preparation  Persian  opium  may 
eventually  be  discredited  in  China.  The  attention  sliown  by 
Japan  to  Persian  opium  is  likely  to  promote  exportation  to  that 
country.  Two  Japanese  gentlemen,  experts  in  opium,  visited  the 
principal  opium  centres  in  Persia  to  study  the  conditions  of  t1ie 
trade  and  methods  of  preparation  of  the  drug. 

The  decrease  of  sheik  is  2,499i.,  due  to  high  prices  ruling  in  the  Shells, 
local  market  and  the  markets  abroad  being  overstocked.      The 
export  has  been  in  the  hands  of  regular  shippers. 

The  increase  of  4,526/.  in  tobacco  is  merely  nominal.    In  Tobaeeo. 
(74)  A  4 
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Wool. 


Carpet8. 


reality  the  tobacco  crop  has  been  a  failure,  especially  in  the 
Ispahan  district,  where  it  is  largely  cultivated.  It  is  said  that 
the  Soci^t^  du  Tombac  has  sublet  its  concessions  to  a  syndicate 
of  Turkish  subjects  in  Beyrout  who  have  sent  a  representative 
to  Ispahan.  This  monopoly  continues  to  be  distasteful  to  Persian 
merchants,  but  as  the  Soci^t^  pays  a  certain  subsidy  to  the  Persian 
Government,  the  priests  and  the  merchants  are  un^able  to  free 
themselves  from  the  yoke  of  the  foreign  monopolists. 

Though  the  statistics  show  an  increase  of  3,709Z.  in  wool,  yet 
operations  have  been  disappointing.  The  expected  prices  which 
led  to  the  shipments  were  not  realised. 

The  decrease  of  16,892Z.  in  carpets  is  due  to  the  overstocked 
state  of  the  markets  abroad,  in  consequence  of  which  shipments 
fell  considerably. 

Note, — The  figures  quoted  in  the  preceding  paragraphs  under 
the  headings  of  imports  and  exports  are  those  of  the  ports  of 
Bushire  and  Lingah  combined. 


Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Exported 
from  the  Port  of  Bushire  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Artidei. 

Head       ... 
i»          ••• 

cwti.     !'.! 

Cwt^'*     ... 

tt       ••• 
tt       ••• 

CwtT     ... 
^ft         ••• 
*tt 
It          ••• 

1,                          M. 
tt                          ••• 
„                         ... 

Btiiidlea  .*: 
Packeta   ... 
Cwts.       ... 
Chests     ... 

Cwti'*     ... 

tt       ••• 

Cwta.      ... 
tt         ••• 

1900. 

1901. 

Quantity. 

Yalne. 

Quantity. 

Valoe. 

Honei        ...       ...       M«       .M 

Donkeys     

Cattle         

Coffee 

Cotton,  raw 

Yarn  and  twiflt     

Dates          

Dyeing  and  ooloartaig  material! 
AliAondj     ... 
Almond  kernelf    ... 

Balflina  and  cnrranta      

other  froita,  Ac 

Wheat        

Other  grain,  d^ 

Gnm...       ^ 

Hides  and  ekina    ...       ...       ... 

Jewellery  and  tUyenrare 

Copper,  Ac. 

Opfnm         m. 

fioeewater 

Other  Bona  of  perfomeiy 

Ghee 

Sugar  (loaf  and  soft)      ... 

Tea 

other  proTlsiona  ... 

LInseerf 

Other  seeds 

Shells  (mothex^of-pearl)  ... 

8flk.raw     

Tobacco      ...       ...       ... 

Wool 

Carpets       ...       .m       •«.       m. 

^^petde         

m 

2 

6,000   ^ 
48S 

16^ 

0,067 

1*021 
11,271 

O.SIO 

1,B04 

4,670 
47,891 
14,006 

i;o«9 

""40 
4te89 

... 

224 

2,210 

48 

209 

I,a4« 

6,611 

26,837 

88 

17,940 

1,779 

1,672 

13 

1,600 

21820 

10,899 

682 

13,764 

33,008 

1,333 

994 

10,644 

2,291 

60,912 

6»707 

380 

116 

343,860 

6^699 

107 

940 

2,328 

299 

170 

369 

2,863 

12,406 

4,067 

20,332 

2,630 

69,039 

240 

74.181 

6,703 

288 

6V606 
'6364 

M97 

8,'l80 

*621 
MIO 
6,160 
1,201 
6,226 
694 
1,209 
33,047 
3,262 

*238 
613,270 

'229 

2,067 

171 

1,439 

1,987 

11,209 

23,337 

1^692 

Km 

3.173 

lV687 
1,669 

3,603 
11,618 

im 

3,880 

688 

1|»6 

19,264 

947 

1,941 

211 

743 

63,166 

23;666 

800 

802 

308,488 

016 
1,996 
1,216 
1,874 
2,119 
4,646 
7,174 

20^923 
6,800 

39,679 
39 

32,661 
6,943 

Total 

... 

710,338 

- 

673,649 
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Total  Value  of  Exports  from  Bushire  to  Principal  Countries 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Conntiy. 


United  Kingdom 
India      ..        , 
France    . ,         , 
Germany.. 
Bussia     .  • 
America.. 
Turkey   ,. 

Bgypt    •• 

China  ..  «, 
Belgiom.. 
Malta  .. 
CypniB  , , 
Auatralia.. 
Huakat  .. 
Zanzibar.. 
Bahrain  ..  ][ 
Ajab  Coast 
Persian  ports    «. 

Total  ., 


Value. 


1900. 


£ 

155,174 

185,974 

7,664 

12,144 

1,464 

21,487 

87,975 

818,500 

98 

148 

049 

20 

1,089 

8 

14,886 

8,618 


1901. 


710,888 


£ 

110,179 

90,532 

847 

8,695 

97 

40 

22,495 

85,596 

265,122 

1,282 

467 

439 

•• 

980 

480 

9,221 

158 

27,069 


578,649 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  A^ticles^mpo^ted  into 
the  Port  of  Bushire  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Aiticlaa. 

1900. 

1901. 

Head       ... 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Hones        

13 

< 
130 

15 

200 

DOBkej       

II          **■ 

1 

7 

1 

7 

Book*  and  ininted  auLttoif' 

Cases 

IM 

8,206 

188 

4,644 

»» 

242 

6!898 

268 

7,680 

Building  materials         

«.. 

668 

Candlee      .^       ... 

Cwts."      ... 

2,A64 

8i470 

4"236 

9.040 

Canyaa  (Hdl-clotb)          

Budles  ... 

SI 

276 

3.^ 

811 

Coltoe         

Cwts.       ... 

802 

1.228 

369 

1,573 

Orfr  and  ooir  iV>pe          

11 

66S 

302 

616 

477 

Cotton  piece-goods         

496,869 

... 

751,0331 

Van  and  twin     

... 

... 

11.262 

13,073 

Datee          

Cwts. 

8,646 

2.663 

9,'i47 

2,184 

Drugs  and  medldnfls      

... 

11.656 

15,867 

Indlifo        ^ 

DTOlng  and  ooloaiing  naleilals 

... 

... 

36,716 
?.406 

... 

^2,686 
1.121 

Coal  and  charooal 

Tons"      ... 

"801 

2.078 

'953 

2.689 

Firewood    

... 

7.342 

9.067 

Furniture   ... 

Packages... 

"147 

3,291 

"274 

8.il9 

Glass  and  glaisware       

Cases 

1.207 

8,201 

3.205 

15,512 

Gold  laoe  and  thnad      

ti 

SO 

2.680 

22 

1,760 

•f          ••' 

11 

1.100 

8 

283 

Grain  and  pulse 

Cwti.       ... 

628,790 

104.360 

81,844 

12,246 

Haberdashery       

Cases      ... 

178 

3,840 

183 

3.643 

Hardware 

Paokages.. 

2,103 

8,377 

1.984 

1,S69 

Cntierj       

Cases 

70 

1,467 

67 

2,234 

Gunny  bags         

Bundles  ... 

1.062 

6,896 

899 

•2,568 

Other  jute  manofaetarei 

Packages... 

414 

8,186 

92 

862 

Cases       ... 

162 

868 

194 

996 

Leather,  and  mannfaetiires  of  .» 

Packages... 

636 

8.883 

462 

4.288 

Whisky      ^ 

Cases 

1,947 

2.206 

1.129 

1,666 

Wines 

41        ,           '^t 

440 

72tf 

1,821 

2,190 

Brandy'                       

tt                  ... 

716 

1.288 

618 

1.400 

Champagne 

II 

116 

460 

89 

476 

Beer 

II                   ••• 

269 

880 

169 

294 

Other  liquors        

II                   ••• 

378 

881 

407 

433 

Matches      

II                   ••• 

2,293 

7,796 

2,724 

10.S49 

Mats  and  mat  bags         

1,247 

2,312 

Copper        

Cwts."      ... 

l',400 

6,688 

3V924 

18.318 

Tin 

•1 

1,379 

11,484 

764 

t),203 

Iron 

»« 

18,946 

14,106 

16,894 

10,046 

Brass 

II          ••• 

1.492 

7,967 

343 

1.896 

Other  metals        

II          ••• 

1,266 

844 

Ml 

1.609 

Kerosene     ...       

II           ••• 

8^213 

6.699 

22,173 

10,229 

Other  oils 

i«          ••• 

161 

390 

926 

620 

Chinaware 

Cases       ... 

2,167 

8.628 

2.119 

6.076 

Fonselaln    

„ 

331 

1,766 

161 

684 

CocoanuU 

... 

309 

... 

212 

Dry  limes 

Cwts. 

"636 

b94 

680 

967 

Flour 

II           ••• 

1,102 

588 

8.86H 

2.068 

Ghee 

11           ••• 

8.648 

8,279 

6,028 

15.981 

ether  provlsiAns 

4,866 

6.280 

Shcn>  (raother-of  pearl) 

Cwto."      ... 

4,960 

1,187 

8lV680 

5,284 

611k  piece-goods 

Cases       ... 

268 

16,460 

660 

48,832 

Sllyenrare  and  Jewdlory 

... 

... 

18,921 

4.979 

Spices         

Cwts. 

8,9b0 

9.928 

8^849 

12,681 

Stationery 

... 

8.091 

6,229 

8ii«sr(1oaf) 

Cwts. 

79.'876 

89.849 

79.161 

84,443 

„     (wft) 

II 

96.262 

69,861 

63,269 

47.350 

..     candy          

II           ••• 

61 

68 

7,983 

10,578 

Tea 

II           ••• 

13,710 

64.060 

17,978 

81,911 

Timber  and  wood 

4,880 

4,383 

Tobacco      

... 

... 

60 

... 

47 

... 

... 

5,766 

1.686 

Watches  and  docks        

•.. 

2.184 

... 

2.686 

Wool 

Cwu.        ... 

"'87 

140 

54.' 

787 

Woollen  goods       

Packages ... 

398 

22,282 

47i 

19,138 

Mpecie         

... 

... 

191,842 

286,776 

Articles  not  specified  above 

... 

... 

!<,461 

'.!. 

9.267 

Total 

... 

1,823,063 

!.631,478 
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t*OTAL  Value  of  Imports  into  Bushire  from  ^rincipar  Countries 
during  the  Tears  1900-01. 


Oonntry. 

Yalae. 

1900. 

1901. 

dnited  Kingdom 

India 

Pranee 

Oermany.. 
Austria-Hungary 

Russia 

America 

Turkey 

China 

Belgium 

Holland 

Japan 

Mnskat 

Zanzibar 

Bahrain 

Persian  porta 

716,487 

277,642 

106,478 

20,904 

26,766 

88 

19,186 

6,289 

17,601 

798 

*826 

4,797 

818 

1,690 

126,610 

& 

899,880 

818,180 

186,474 

14,289 

17,228 

9,600 

86 

81,860 

2,667 

16,726 

960 

611 

489 

2,467 

1,618 

7,869 

122,270 

Total 

1,828,068 

1,681,478 

Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of    each    Nation  that 
Entered  at  the  Port  of  Bushire  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


SaUing. 

1                Steam. 

Toua. 

HMiooiait;. 

Number  cf 
VesselB. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
,    VenelB. 

TOOB. 

Number  of 
VeteelB. 

# 
Tom. 

"•*"       ■••■1.1901 

40 
25 

4,000 
i;260 

I         111 
100 

182,787 
126,760 

161 
184 

186,787 
127,010 

^-SSSr-liwo 

... 

•... 

1         1  . 

1,600 

1 

1,600 

Tru^     ...{|S~ 

90 
60 

6,400 
2,000 

1 

1,277 

91 

60 

6,677 
2,000 

««^      ...{}??? 

8 
10 

1,200 
800 

... 

... 

8 
10 

1,200 
800 

^      -{Z 

60 
80 

2,400 
8,200 

... 

... 

... 

60 
60 

2,400 
8:200 

p«-«  ...{!S? 

260 
860 

12,600 
8,760 

... 

."• 

260 
860 

12,600 
8,760 

BoMiaiit  ...    1901 

...   • 

... 

8 

4,618 

8 

4,618 

448 
616 

26,600 
16,000 

118 
112 

186,664 
180,278 

661 
627 

161,06« 
146,278 

•  For  the  year  1901,  nU. 


t  For  tbo  year  1900,  nil. 
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Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of  each  Nation  thai 
deared  from  the  Port  of  Bushire  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Bafllnf. 

StauB. 

ToteL 

HatlMiidil7' 

NuBtorof 

Y«imU. 

Torn. 

NuBbcrof 

YMMlt. 

Tom. 

VoBbcrof 
YfltMU. 

Tom. 

Bittbh      ...-[ijoi 

PcnlaB     ...{i9oi 
BmUnt  ...    1901 

40 

26 

•  M 

90 

80 

260 
826 

4,000 
1,260 

6,400 
2,000 

1,200 
800 

2,400 
8,200 

12,600 
8,480 

116 
107 

S 

1 
1 

8 

180,487 
126,499 

8,827 

1.277 
1,842 

4,618 

166 
182 

2 

91 
61 

8 

10 

60 
80 

260 
826 

8 

184,487 
127,749 

8,827 

6,677 
8,842 

1,200 
800 

2,400 
8,200 

12,600 
8,480 

4,618 

T.U.  ..{SSJ 

448 

490 

26,600 
16,680 

118 
111 

186,041 
182,864 

666 
601 

160,641 
148,084 

•  For  thtTMT  1901,  nil. 


t  For  the  year  1900,  nil. 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Exported  from 
the  Port  of  Lingah  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


1900. 

1901. 

Articles. 

Gwts.       ... 

Quantity. 

Value. 

<|nantlty. 

Value. 

OuiTaa,  sail-cloth 

600 

£ 
1.800 

703 

£ 
1,876 

CftUle 

Head       ... 

300 

80 

.     aoo 

6S 

Coffee         ".        "„ 

Cwts.      ... 

8,770 

4|58« 

2|943 

4,905 

Coir  and  coir  rop« 

600 

480 

280 

224 

Cotton  pleco-goods         

&aes    :;: 

877 

26.227 

783 

"•IH 

Cotlon(raw)         

Cwts. 

400 

400 

400  . 

384 

Tam  and  iwist     

... 

126 

416 

46 

150 

Dates          ...       

If          ... 

ao,ooo 

8,001 

12|600 

•••s 

Date  Jaioe 

ft          ••• 

200 

67 

liO 

60 

Drnxs  and  medicines      

»i          ••• 

1,476 

2,2m 

.  1|787 

*»^ 

Dyeing  and  colouring  materials 

Cwts.       .M 

'Sm 

880 
960 

"360 

90 
850 

Balainsandcurran'u       'Z 

ti          *** 

1,046 

697 

486 

324 

Other  fruits 

976 

650 

660 

439 

Fuel 

T(«s '  ;.*; 

390 

163 

16 

10 

Grain  and  pulse    ... 

CwU.     ... 

116|960 

46,907 

108,250 

^•'?S     . 

Oiun 

II     ... 

... 

... 

170 

142 

Hardware 

... 

1,100 

... 

666 

Ondery       

... 

... 

216 

... 

420 

Hides  and  skins 

... 

m— 

667 

... 

400 

Gunnies      ...       ...       .m       ••• 

Bundles  ... 

20 

80 

... 

... 

Other  Jute  manufactures... 

Cwts. 

326 

216 

160 

120 

Ifats  and  mat  bags         

Pieces      ... 

2|300 

61 

2|100 

70 

other  metals*       .'.'.*       .'!!       .", 

Cwts.       ... 
II          ... 

70 
1,460 

234 

.  966 

60 

1,060 

168 

701 

Kerosene    

II          •■« 

3,000 

1,099 

3,300 

*»2il 

Other  oils ... 

fi          ... 

600 

667 

620 

600 

Pearls         

■  M 

183,333 

... 

267,666 

Bosewater 

Cwts."      ... 

60 

84 

60 

S3 

Other  perfumery 

Tolas       ... 

76 

76 

26 

26 

Ghee..       ...       ...       ...       ... 

Cwts.       ... 

1,860 

4.626 

1,300 

4|833 

Sugar,  loaf  and  soft       

tt          ••• 

2,600 

2,060 

8,300 

61,633 

tS 

Cases      ... 

34 

136 

72 

288 

Umes,dry. ... 

Cwts.       ... 

626 

630 

700 

•34 

If          ••• 

2,680 

894 

1,974 

666 

Salt  ...       ...       

Tons 

2.000 

800 

1,800 

1,260 

Linseed      ...       .«       

Cwts.       ... 

4|000 

1,800 

600 

233 

Sharks*  ilns. 

n            *** 

100 

100 

80 

80 

tt            ••• 

2|900 

3,400 

••5H 

••12 

Silk,rair     m. 

Lbs. 

176 

117 

430 

287 

manufactoresof     

... 

... 

993 

... 

640 

Spices         

CwU.       ... 

380 

760 

1,086 

1,608 

Talloir        

It          ••• 

1.656 

1,666 

726 

726 

Timber  and  wood 

1,680 

... 

1,003 

Vobaoeo      

Cwti."     ... 

^'306 

3,800 

11,416 

7,716 

Wool...        ...       

*•« 

626 

... 

Of 

Cupets       ...       

... 

... 

0.933 

.M 

^•fJJ 

Other  woollen  goods       ^ 

.M 

.*. 

26T 

... 

600 

Specie         ...       ... 

M. 

... 

166,467 

... 

201,088 

..• 

... 

2,193 

... 

866 

Tbtal       ...       ...       ... 

... 

470,196 

... 

602,661 
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Total  Value  of  Exports  from  lingah  to  Principal  Countries 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Coontry. 

Value. 

1900. 

1901. 

United  Kingdom 

India 

Turk^ 

Maikat 

Zancibftr 

Bahnin 

AnbCout        

PenianporU 

£ 

2,788 

216,020 

14,078 

6,226 

417 

2,466 

208,868 

26,907 

£ 

8,188 

804,996 

16.818 

4,516 

167 

1,788 

243.443 

28,681 

Total 

470,198 

602,981 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value '  of  Priucipal  Articles  Imported 
into  the  Port  of  lingah  during  the  Years  1900-^1. 


IMO. 

1801. 

AitlelaB. 

Head       ... 

<)aantltiy. 

Valua. 

<)aantity. 

Value. 

Donk«yt     ...       ...       ...       .. 

90 

180 

86 

180 

»i          ••• 

8 

81 

81 

100 

Av{wi«l  (wearing)... 

... 

674 

... 

4.040 

Gmis          

NundMr  ... 

21 

186 

... 

Books  ud  printed  outten 

... 

... 

747 

.M 

"688 

Tons 

8,500 

1.183 

12.000 

1,800 

OudlM'     ...       .^       

Cases 

200 

98 

180 

84 

Coffee         

Cwu.       ... 

4,000 

8.887 

8,600 

8,000 

Coir  and  ooir  rope          

liSi^   ;:: 

1.200 

960 

i»S2 

1,200 

Cotton  piece-|(ooda         

1,726 

49|867 

2,882 

44,427 

Co(con(rair)         

Cwte.      ... 

480 

688 

860 

888 

ramandtwiit     

t*          ••• 

626 

1.760 

1.164 

8,880 

Dates          

fi          ••• 

28.000 

8.468 

14,000 

8,087 

Droict  and  medicinee      .n       ••• 

... 

484 

.M 

899 

Cwti."      ... 

786 

808 

1,460 

1|089 

Earthenware  (pottery)    ^       «. 

... 

... 

888 

... 

288 

*^       Alfflondi     ^       ^ 

Cwts.       ... 

600 

600 

... 

.M 

Baiflins  and  oorraata      «•       •«• 

»»          ••■ 

600 

400 

... 

.«. 

other  fruits         ...      «•      ... 

II          ... 

700 

600 

1.200 

800 

Coal 

Cwti.       ... 

8.760 

409 

10|600 

1,400 

Firewood     ".\       !.'. 

Tons 

11.000 

6|886 

18,600 

8.800 

Fomiture 

... 

... 

888 

... 

688 

Class  and  glassware       

••• 

... 

783 

... 

867 

... 

... 

1.488 

... 

927 

Grain  and  poise    ..,       ... 

Cwti.       ... 

192.700 

69.888 

182,694 

70,7a 

... 

... 

800 

... 

680 

Hardware  ...       .^       

Cwtfc       ... 

8,600 

2.888 

2|000 

1.888 

Cutlery ... 

Cases      ... 

6 

84 

86 

800 

Hides  and  skins    ...       

••• 

... 

800 

... 

Cnnnybags 

... 

... 

880 

... 

"'87 

Other  ]Qte 

Cwts.       ... 

900 

800 

460 

8T6 

Leather  and  mannfiMtaTes  of  ... 

•- 

... 

187 
800 

... 

100 
687 

ICafeches ... 

Cwti"      ... 

"160 

400 

"ioo 

288 

Mate  and  mat-bags        

... 

... 

888 

846 

Copper       ... 

Cwts.       ... 

226 

760 

"861 

286 

Tin ... 

II          ... 

80 

188 

Iron  ...       ...       

II          ... 

8.600 

2,888 

2|826 

r,76l 

Brass           

It          ••• 

16 

40 

... 

Other  metals        

n 

200 

184 

"167 

108 

Kerosene     •       

II 

6.800 

l|887 

6.416 

1,988 

Other  oib 

i»          ,  ••• 

800 

906 

400 

468 

Pearls         

... 

188.884 

... 

288.884 

Cwts."     ... 

100 

166 

126 

206 

Other  perfumery 

... 

... 

806 

200 

Chinaware 

Cases 

120 

400 

"ioo 

888 

Coooanuts 

... 

„ 

088 

... 

800 

X>ryUiu«5S 

Cwts.       ... 

780 

900 

1.060 

1,400 

Flour          

II 

... 

... 

8,200 

Ohee 

II          ... 

8.660 

9.128 

2|460 

7.287 

Other  provisions  ...       

... 

1.667 

... 

1,688 

Salt 

Tons 

8.000 

1,200 

2.800 

1,280 

Cwts. 

4.800 

1,747 

870 

810 

SheUs,  moiherKtf-peail 

L&..    ::: 

*»22 

8.788 

6.060 

6.116 

Silk  (raw) 

460 

800 

800 

400 

M    piece-goods 

... 

M. 

1.887 

8,888 

&*"•         ."       

Cwti.       ... 

1|076 

8,*042 

1|617 

8^280 

Stationery 

... 

... 

80 

800 

Sugar,  loaf 

Cwti.       ... 

••22 

8,000 

6;660 

6.660 

"     w'* 

It          ••• 

^•s; 

6.820 

12.600 

8.884 

,,     candy         ..       ...       ... 

Tallow 

fi 

200 

287 

260 

260 

II          ... 

800 

800 

480 

480 

lea 

OMSi         ... 

220 

880 

1,088 

4,144 

Timber  and  wood 

M. 

... 

8.068 

8,800 

Tobacco      

... 

... 

8^400 

T. 

9I088 

Watohes  and  docks        

... 

... 

200 

187 

Wool 

... 

... 

1.000 

88 

Woollen  goods      

... 

... 

1.000 

•  M 

1,268 

gp^Q         ,„       ,.,       

... 

... 

120.400 

... 

187,487 

•— 

... 

2.888 

... 

1.800 

Total 

... 

601.484 

... 

667.208 
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USQAM. 


Total  Value  of  Imports  into  LiAgah  from  Principal  Countries 
during  tlie  Years  1900-01. 


ConntEy. 

Yalae. 

1900. 

1901. 

India 

Frenoe    ••        «•        ••        •• 

Tnrkey 

MoBkat 

Zanzibar 

Rfthri^in   .,           

ArabCoaat         

Penia^porti 

£ 

288,159 

1,600 

5,888 

12,798 

1,800 

1,271 

180,180 

59  898 

£ 

826,706 

5,267 

8,540 

1,800 

718 

267,800 

46,884 

Total 

501,484 

667,209 

Total  Number  and   Tonnage  of  Vessels  of  each  Nation   that 
Entered  the  Port  of  Lingah  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Saning. 

Steam. 

TotMl. 

Kalionallty. 

Number  of 
VmmIi. 

Tods. 

Number  of 
YesMlfl. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Veneli. 

Tom. 

m^   ...{{joj 
«•*•'    ...{{JJ? 

BoMlan*  ...    1901 

141 
122 

10 

8 

67 
41 

80 
60 

110 
100 

190 
120 

.M 

12,800 
12,900 

800 
•40 

6,660 
6,400 

6,200 
2,000 

6,600 
6,000 

8,170 
6,160 

78 
81 

2 
2 

86,800 
89,100 

... 

2,200 

••• 

... 
2,200 

219 

20S 

10 
8 

69 
41 

80 
60 

110 
100 

190 
120 

2 

98,600 
102,000 

800 
•40 

8,660 
6,400 

6,200 
2,000 

6,800 
6,000 

8.170 
6,160 

2,200 

T0U.„{1»? 

698 
441 

64,620 
27,100 

80 
86 

88,000 
9],800 

678 

624 

122,620 
118.400 

•  For  the  year  1900,  nU. 
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Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of   each  Nation  that 
Cleared  from  the  Port  of  Lingah  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


(MUBg. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

Niuoiumr. 

Komberof 

Tom. 

Komberof 
Teaeli. 

Tone. 

Komberof 
VemeU. 

Ttooe. 

mnch    J{1S~ 
P—    ...{{go 

BnoUn*  .^    1001 

121 
87 

8 
6 

62 
28 

70 
80 

90 
80 

180 
80 

••• 

11,100 
9,026 

640 

400 

6,000 
2;860 

2,800 
1,200 

2,700 
2,400 

7,540 
8,440 

87 
2 

M* 

••• 
•  M 

•M 

8 

40,700 
40,600 

2,200 

••« 
••. 

••« 

8,800 

168 
182 

8 
6 

64 
26 

70 
80 

90 
80 

180 
80 

8 

61,800 
691425 

640 

400 

8,200 
«,S60 

2,800 
1.200 

2,700 
2,400 

7.640 
8,440 

8,800 

T«-_{{gJ 

681 
808 

80,780 
19,716 

89 

48 

42,900 
62,800 

870 
856 

78,680 
72,616 

•  Fertile  year  1900,  OIL 
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ARAB  COAST. 


Tablk  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Exported  from 
the  Ports  on  the  Arab  Coast  of  the  Persian  Gulf  during  the 
Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 

Head 
„          ... 
If 

Cwts'."     ... 
••• 

BonmiM  ... 

.•• 

Cwts!*     ... 
»•            ••• 

Cwti!'    ... 

1900. 

1901. 

Quantitj. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value.  . 

HonM        .M       

Donkeji     

Cuneli       

Anni  and  ammnnltioii 

Coftoe         

Drags  sad  medidDes      

FuerT. 

Qrsin  and  pulse    ...       ^       ... 

Ouniiles      

Other  manufectorss  of  Jate      ... 

Kerosene    

Other  oUs 

Pearls        ^       ... 

Ghee 

Other  proristons 

Shark  fins 

Tobaooo      

Specie         

▲rUdes  not  specified  aboTa      ... 

26 

"(fao 
iVooo 

... 

i'ooo 

*•• 

120 
100 

iVios 
*m 

167 

600 

200 

280,000 

64 

1.A28 

200 

020 

2,686 

24,018 

840 

80 
60  • 

"700 

iVioo 

... 

... 

20 
6,600 

2^000 

£ 

108 

100 

"ioo 

1,884 
400 

188 

188 

1,880 

1,200 

184 

688 

288 

888,-4 

2,884 
1,000 
8,260 
26,899 
1,067 

Total    

•*• 

818,866 

... 

876,888 

Total  Value  of  Exports  from  Ports  on  the  Aitib  Coast  of  the 
Persian  Gulf  to  Principal  Countries  during  the  Years 
1900-01. 


Conntry. 

Yalae. 

1900. 

1901. 

Turkey 

Ifiiflkat 

Zanzibar 

Babnin 

Penianporto 

£ 

4,856 

17,861 

76 

2,960 

298,184 

£ 

4,740^ 

18.447 

60 

8,166 

848,990 

Total 

818,866 

876,888 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Artides  Imported  inta 
the  Porta  on  the  Arab  Coast  of  the  Persian  Gulf  durimz  the 
Years  1900-01. 


1900. 

I90I. 

Articles. 

Quantitiy. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Ap|»reI(wMri]i«) 

200 

200 

Amu  and  ammanftioii 

... 
... 

2,880 
867 

900 

'** 

700 

Cwts."     ... 

8,000 

188 

loVooo 

160 

Candlee       

Cases      ... 

180 

96 

180 

96 

CaoTM  (nil  cloth) 

Cwts.      ... 

876 

8,600 

870 

8,688 

CafeOe          

Head       ... 

4,600 

i;600 

4,600 

1684 

Coffee 

Cwts.       ... 

7,012 

14,260 

7,150 

14,298 

Coir  and  eoir  rope          

Cotton  (imw)         ^ 

M                  •- 

6.600 

8.884 

24.829 

6.600 

S;888 
27.460 

Bales*     ... 

"260 

664 

"iflO 

700 

Yam  and  twist     ... 

Cwts.       ... 

226 

1.082 

276 

1,266 

Dates          ^ 

It 

68,000 

16,800 

68,000 

16,800 

Daiejoloe  ...       ...      ...      .^ 

ff                             M. 

800 

267 

800 

267 

Drags  and  medtdnes      

Dyeing  and  colonring  materials 

926 
2,121 

928 
2,122- 

Iwtheniwro  (pottery)    

... 

'680 

680 

Cwts.       ... 

1,726 

1,900 

Cwo 

1.766 

Fuel  ...       .^       

FaAiifton  .........       ^ 

»»          ••• 

12,900 

640 
660 

18,000 

W 

667 

Glass  and  glassware       

, 

... 

198 

214 

Gold  laoe  and  thread      

Tolas       ... 

11,800 

1.869 

18.000 

1.820 

Grain  and  pnlse 

... 

... 

70.404 

... 

76.627 

■•• 

•«. 

178 

247 

Hardware  and  eoUery     

... 

... 

1.186 
180 

;;; 

1,446 
187 

Lamps  and  lampware     

Leather  and  manufactures  of  ... 

... 

... 

200 
1,601 

": 

282 
1.781 

lj»teli»      

... 

... 

70 

100 

Mats  and  mat  bags 

Pieoes     ... 

42,600 

8,867 

467600 

8.234 

Copper       ...       

Cwts. 

880 

879 

880 

887 

Tin  ...       

ft          ... 

60 

820 

66 

846 

Iron ...       ...       

ff          ••• 

1,060 

700 

1,200 

8U0 

Brass 

226 

460 

220 

488 

Other  metals        

It          ... 

1,100 

981 

1,100 

980- 

Kerosene    •••       ... 

Cases 

7.800 

2,601 

8.800 

2,490^ 

other  oils   ...       ...       

Cwts. 

4,400 

2.029 

4.400 

2,080 

Pearls         ...       ...       

Bosewater  ... 

*.. 

8,888 

107 

... 

7m 

111 

Other  sortt  of  perfumery 

.M 

... 

2,801 

*',', 

2.467 

Poreelain  acd  chtnaware 

.M 

... 

694 

... 
... 

767 

Provisions 

... 

10,722 

11.678 

Salt 

Cwts.      ... 

40,000 

700 

41,000 

788 

8eed(simsim)       

»i          ••• 

20 

20 

20 

17 

SUk(raw) 

Lbs. 

2,200 

1.120 

1,800 

1.080 

... 

... 

1.867 

2,067 

Spires 

Cwts.      ... 

2,860 

2.649 

%m 

2,660^ 

Stationery...       

... 

260 

800 

Smtar  Goaf  and  soft) 

... 

... 

8,888 

••• 

8,200 

SlKr^.   :::   z   ::: 

Crti"     ... 

Ciao 

80 
1.827 

iVmo 

88 

1,867 

Tea ... 

*•• 

280 

8ir 

Timber  and  wood 

... 

•*• 

1,686 

2.048 

... 

M. 

896 

^421 

Watches  and  docks 

... 

... 

26 

... 

40 

Wool... 

Cwts.      ... 

106 

791 

*116 

833 

Woollen  goods      

... 

... 

2.867 

2,836 

®P*?*?         ••*     .-• 

... 

... 

48,667 

.M 

61.834 

Artides  not  spedfled  abofs      ... 

... 

... 

2.418 

... 

8.183 

Total    

... 

209,286 

270,480 

(74) 
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ARAB  COAST. 


Total  Value  of  Imports  into  Ports  on  the  Arab  Coast  of  the 
Persian  Gulf  from  Principal  Countries  during  the  Years 
1900-01. 


Yalae. 

Gooniry. 

1900. 

1901. 

India 

Turkey 

Moakat 

Zanzibar 

Bahrain 

Persian  porta 

£ 

41,686 

7,762 

17,872 

680 

4,666 

186,961 

£ 

47,822 

7,791 

18,960 

687 

8,828 

192,067 

ToU) 

269,266 

270,480 

Total  Number  and   Tonnage   of  Vessels  of 
Entered  the  Ports  on  the  Arab  Coast  of 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


each  Nation  that 
the  Persian  Gulf 


Nationality. 


British 
Turkish 
Maskat 
Arab 
Pertiaii 
Total 


Nambarof 
VaNoli. 


ri900 

•■\1901 
J  1900 

tigoi 
ri9oo 

■11901 

r  1900 1 
'1.1901; 

fl90o| 
■1.1901  ' 

ri9oo 

•••\1901  ' 


6 
10 


160 
200 


220 
200 


876 
400 


769 
816 


Tona. 


660 
760 

120 
800 

8,000 
6,000 

4,400 
4,000 

7,600 
8,000 


16,680 
18,060 


Stean. 


Number  of 
VenelB. 


Tona. 


1,600 
62,200 


1,600 
62,200 


Total. 


Knmberof 
VetKak. 


10 
11 


6 
10 


160 
200 


220 
200 


876 
400 


Tons. 


761 
821 


f,160 
62,960 

120 
800 

8,000 
6,000 

4.400 
4,000 

7,600 
8,000 


n.lbO 
70,260 


Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of  each  Nation  that  Cleared 
from  Ports  on  the  Arab  Coast  of  the  Persian  Gulf  during  the 
Years  1900-01. 


SaUing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Namberof  .      q^„.       1  Nnmberof 
VaMelt.    1      ^^"*      ;     Vewela. 

Ton.. 

Nnmbarof 
VeMela. 

Tom. 

TnfktoJ,     ...{}•»? 
l-cnUn     ...{112? 

7 
6 

6 
10 

ISO 
200 

100 
ICO 

876 
400 

490 
760 

120 
800 

8.000 
^000 

2,000 
2,000 

7,600 
8,000 

2 
6 

... 

1,600 
62,200 

... 

.M 

9               2,090 
11              62,960 

6                   120 
10                  800 

160               8,000 
200        1        6,000 

100        1        2,000 
100        >        2,000 

876               7,600 
400        1        8,000 

TOU,  ...{!«? 

688 
716 

13,110 
16,060 

2 
6 

1,600 
62,200 

640 
721 

14,710 
68,260 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Exported  from 
Shiraz  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


▲nioles. 

1900. 

1001. 

Head        ... 

Quaatlt/. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Valu*. 

UonesandmiUis...       ^       ^. 

106 

£ 
1,900 

196 

£ 
2.221 

Cotton  (raw)         

Bates 

15,000 

22,867 

9,250 

12,333 

Drugs  and  medieiiias      

Paokages.^ 

1,800 

4.1U 

2,150 

4,481 

Almonds     

Cwts.      ... 

14,260 

10,857 

9,300 

18,063 

Alnond  kernels    

11          ••• 

8.600 

71,429 

4,850 

36,860  . 

Other  fruits. ^ 

6t600 

0,286 

4,950 

6.270 

OoU  and  gold  coins       

... 

2,666 

3,333 

Oum ^       

Cwts.       ... 

29,660 

96,228 

4,300 

37,267 

Hides  and  skins    ...       .^       ... 

Bundles  ... 

3,600 

11,667 

8,500 

10,767 

Leather  (tanned)  ...       

Pieces     ... 

116,000 

8,762 

186,0CO 

13,867 

Opium         ...       ...       _       ... 

Chests     ... 

4,260 

344,048 

3,950 

265,440 

Bosewater 

... 

... 

6.886 

7,154 

Seeds / 

Cwts.       ... 

6,600 

2,476 

... 

... 

^   ::: 

"260 

7Vi43 

7,312 
185 

2,925 
6,273 

Toheooo 

Bags        ... 

36,600 

47,467 

88,600 

38,000 

SSS^x:?^^'"^::: 

Padcages... 

2,900 

82,867 
18.096 

4,536 

112,166 
8,466 

Tbial    

744,418 

... 

680,8>6 

Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into 
Shiraz  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Artldas. 

Cases       ... 
Cwts.       ... 

Bales       ... 

c;ws   ::: 
It     ••• 
It     ••• 
„     ,„ 
„     ... 
It     ••• 

Cwts. 
It        ■  ••• 

Cwts."     ... 
Cases 

Packages!.. 
Cases 

Packages... 
Bags       ... 
Cases       ... 
Padcages... 

1900.                1                 1901. 

i^uantftj. 

Valua. 

QuanUty. 

Value. 

Candles      ...       ^       

Cofitee         

Cotton  goods        ...       

Thread  and  twist 

Drugaand  medidnee     

Glass  and  glassware       

Gold  embroidered  doth 

Gold  lace  and  thread 

Hardware  and  cntlerj    

Indigo        ...       ...       

Liquors,  wines,  and  spirits 

Coppar        ...       ... 

Iron  ...       ...       

Tin „.       ... 

Biass. ,.       M.       ... 

Oil,  keroeene        ...       ...       ... 

Poroelain  and  chlnaware 

Splees         ..,       .«       

Sugar,  loaf 

..      lolt -       { 

TSA 

•  Other  articles       

6,600 

600 

45,500 

2,500 

2,500 

150 

75 

25 

950 

1,5C0 

2,500 

2,500 

4,500 

*?80 

9,500 

360 

5,500 

42,000 

36,000 

20,'500 
800 

••< 

£ 

4,066 

3,048 

476,667 

21,428 

16,667 

3,571 

2,860 

714 

8,143 

25,714 

11,429 

11,905 

5,143 

2,371 

1,467 

6,428 

1,667 

16,762 

64,000 

48,000 

85,904 
10,000 
3.809 

8,460 
436 

38.760 
3,780 
3,500 
1,250 
115 
28 
1,975 
1,176 
2,280 
1,800 
3,960 

1,250 
266 
676 

2,260 
48t000 

44,000 

18,600 

800 

£ 

5,633 

2,674 

44,030 

82,760 

18,666 

6,333 

3,296 

803 

24,35(< 

891,067 

15.200 

8,520 

5.280 

6,917 

6,917 

1,23* 

2,836 

15.000 

49,800 

56^*467 

86.900 

11,450 

1,331 

Total 

... 

880,773 

... 

794,980 

(74) 
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'Exchange. 


T^rangport. 


Shipping. 


Telegraph, 


BuNDEK  Abbas. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  E.  H.  Boxer,  reports  as  follows  :- 

The  statistics  of  trade  foi*  the  year  under  report  show  remark- 
able progress  both  in  exports  and  imports  over  the  figures  of 
1900,  but  the  result  does  not  favourably  compare  with  those  of 
preceding  years. 

The  rise  in  exjwrts  amounted  to  51,942i.  compared  with  the 
year  1900  under  the  heads  of  drugs  and  medicines,  dyeing  and 
colouring  materials,  fruits,  gum,  opium,  provisions,  seeds,  wool 
carpets,  .&c.,  and  the  imports  simultaneously  increased  by 
83,7fi9Z.  over  those  of  the  preceding  year  which  contribute 
principally  to  piece-goods,  yarn  and  twist,  drugs  and  medicines, 
indigo,  glass  and  glassware,  grain  and  pulse,  hardware,  liquora  and 
wines,  matches,  oQs,  spices,  silk  piece-goods,  loaf  sugar  and  woollen 
piece-goods. 

The  grain  crop  during  the  year  has  not  been  as  productive  as 
was  anticipated  owing  to  the  failure  of  late  rains,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  yield  has  been  below  the  average.  A  good  deal  of 
grain  and  pulse  was  brought  from  Karachi  at  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  as  there  has  been  a  brisk  demand  for  the  same  from  up- 
country  brought  about  by  the  scanty  rainfall  Up  to  the  date  of 
this  report,  viz. :  March  12, 1902,  there  has  been  practically  no 
rainfall  whatever  for  the  last  12  months,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  country  will  have  to  face  a  famine  during  the  ensuinpc  year. 

The  exchange  opened  with  3^  krans  per  1  .r.  and  varied  in  the 
course  of  the  year  from  3f  krans  at  the  close  of  the  cold  season  to 
3f  krans  per  1  r.  with  the  advent  of  the  hot  weather  when  rupees 
were  much  easier.  Consequently  the  rate  per  11.  sterling  fluctuated 
between  51  and  54  krans. 

The  rates  of  hire  for  carriage  up-country  have  undergone  con- 
siderable change  for  the  better,  varying  from  25  to  40  tomans*  per 
load  of  1,400  lbs.  to  Yezd,  while  the  rate  for  Kerman  per  load  of 
700  lbs.  varied  from  9  to  18  tomans.  It  is  greatly  feared  in  some 
quarters  that  fewer  animals  will  visit  Bunder  Abbas  in  course  of 
the  current  year  on  account  of  fodder  being  scarce  in  these  parts 
and  that  the  rate  will  consequently  go  up  much  higher  as  was  the 
case  last  year. 

There  have  been  a  large  number  of  steam  vessels  calling  at 
this  port  during  the  year  with  quantities  of  cargoes  both  from 
the  United  Kingdom  and  India,  which  is  shown  to  be  one-third 
greater  than  the  preceding  year.  The  reason  for  this  e^dtraordinary 
increase  in  the  number  of  arrivals  has  been  due  to  large  shipments 
of  foodstuffs  to  meet  the  failure  of  the  crops. 

The  total  tonnage  of  vessels  that  entered  at  and  cleared  from 
the  port  of  Bunder  Abbas  during  the  period  under  review  has  been 
put  down  respectively  at  156,260  and  156,200  tons  showing  a 
respective  increase  of  9,356  and  8,982  tons. 

I  may  add,  in  conclusion,  that  the  mercantile  community  of  this 
port  consider  that  if  the  telegraph  system  of  the  Persian  Gulf  cbuld 
be  extended  to  Bunder  Abbas,  British  trade  at  this  port  would  be 
greatly  benefited  thereby. 

*  1  toman  »  about  is. 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Exported  from 
the  Port  of  Bander  Abbas  daring  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1900. 

1901. 

Animals 

Cotton  piece-goods 

»     raw        

Dates                

Drags  and  medicines    .  • 
Dteing  and  eoloniing  materiaU 

Almonds 

Baisins  and  oomnta    •• 
Other  fmita,^ 

Wheat 

Othergrain        

Oom       

Hides  and  akina 

MaU  and  mat  bags 

Opinm 

Pearls 

Ghee       

Other  proTifiona 

Salt    *^  ..        

Seeds 

Silk,  manu&ctnres  of  .. 

Spiees : 

Timber  and  wood 

ToImusoo 

Wool 

Carpets 

Other  woollen  goods     .  • 

Specie 

Articles  not  speeified  abore     . . 

£ 

8 
228 

4,148 

2,008 

8,862 

10,417 

18,721 

199 

179 

7,968 

288 

•     11 

4,440 

2,186 

•  • 

4 

9 

i,678 

8,806 

66 

986 

6,270 

1,776 

6,821 

7,282 

246 

£ 

9 

189 

1,684 

672 

4,769 

8,096 

87,680 

16,428 

2,444 

"   8 

16,001 

606 

24 

80,406 

1,000 

1,746 

1,106 

26 

946 

788 

8,220 

1,190 

11,761 

11,041 

2,281 

6,247 

618 

Total 

102,671 

164,618 

Total  Value  of  Exports  from  Bunder  Abbas  to  Principal 
Countries  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Conntry. 

Yalne. 

1900. 

1901. 

United  Kingdom 

India 

Germany 

Tnrkey 

China 

Japan      

AntDia 

Turkish  Arabia 

Hnakat 

Bahrain 

Arab  Ooast         

^  Persian  ports 

£ 

6,669 

86,868 

442 

2,072 

6,111 

689 

780 

1,098 

79 

428 

£ 

119,878 

6.168 
24  714 

"26 

1,608 
627 
297 
486 

1,964 

Total 

102,671 

164,618 

(74) 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into 
the  Port  of  Bunder  Abbas  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


ArUcIefl. 


Bdnkeys.. 

Apparel,  wearing 

Bdoks  and  printed  matter 

Candles 

Canvas 

Coffee 

Coir  and  coir  rope        •  • 
Cotton  piece-goods       •• 

Tarn  and  twist 

Drags  and  medicines    • . 
Dyeing  and  ooloaring  materials 
Fruits  and  yegetables   •  •        •  • 

Famitnre  

Glass  and  glassware      ••         •• 
Oold  lace  and  thread    ••         •• 

9,    embroidered  cloth 

Wheat 

Barley 

Bice        

Other  grain        ••         ..         •• 
Haberdashery    ••         ••         •• 

Hardware  and  entlwy  •  •        •  • 

Hides  and  skioa 

Gnnnybags        

Other  Jute  manufketures 
Lamps  and  lampwore    •  • 
Leather  and  manuiaetures  of  •• 
Liquors^  wines  and  spirits 

Hatches 

Hats  and  mat  bags 

Copper 

Tin  

Iron        

Brass 

Other  metals 

Kerosene..         ••         ..         •• 

Other  oils  

Perfumery         

Porcelain  snd  chinaware 

Proyiaions  

Salt         

Silk  piece-goods 

Spices 

Stationery  

Sogar      

»>     cwidy 

Tea         

Timber  and  wood 

Tobacco 

Watches  and  docks      •  • 

Wool 

Woollen  goods   •• 

•specie     ••        ••     >••         •• 

Articles  not  specified  above     • . 

Total 


Value. 


1900. 


£ 

187 

898 

867 

1,611 

84 

689 

74 

82,157 

82,919 

982 

12,950 

290 

676 

970 

98 

67 

846 

215 

2,768 

1 

1,887 

1,484 

487 

287 

1,506 

16 

106 

528 

958 

49 

1,926 

2398 

1,585 

176 

*965 

129 

15 

854 

789 

6 

549 

6,419 

458 

25,864 

18dV881 

6 

244 

27 

69 

2,185 

18  825 

852 


838,946 


190L 


£ 

976 

656 

44 

1,689 

664 

187 

185,211 

71,101 

2,846 

14,222 

1,188 

454 

1,688 

367 

95 

1,555 

1,796 

5,149 

161 

6V276 

786 

1,154 


824 

989 
1,154 

165 
8,14S 

881 
2,144 

687 

2,482 

141 

1V267 

1,566 

4 

862 

6,479 

492 

46,890 

64 

85,894 

19 

92 

14a 

17 

8,608 

16,118 

1,103 


422,785 
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Total  Value  of  Imports  into  Bunder  Abbas  from  Principal 
Countries  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Country. 

Value. 

1900. 

1901. 

United  Kingdom 

IndU 

France 

Germany 

Anstria-Hongaiy 

America  ••         ••         ••         •• 

RuBsia 

Turkey 

China      ••        ••        ••        •• 

Belgium 

Japan 

Italy       

Jaya       

Mauritius          

Penang 

Canary  Islands 

Sweden 

Switzerland       

Arabia 

Turkish  Arabia 

Huskat 

Bahrain 

Persian  porta 

A%hanistan       •  •         .  •        •  • 

£ 

69,697 

204,806 

12,784 

2,174 

10,509 

600 

672 

2,147 

18,419 

2,264 

806 

82 

7,819 

8,664 

1,484 

687 

278 

8 

494 

66 

692 

•  • 
220 

•  • 

£ 

159,192 

168,788 

88,829 

7,052 

7,881 

1,498 

2,746 

617 

18,984 

2,676 

2,268 

11,724 
•  • 

828 

20 

860 

21 

646 

67 

1,965 

80 

2,266 

4 

Total 

888,946 

422,785 

Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of  each  Nation  that 
Entered  the  Port  of  Bander  Abbas  during  the  Yeara 
1900-01.     • 


SaiUnff. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NadoosUty. 

Number  of 
Veateb. 

Tom. 

Number  of 

YeBMlB. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Veesels. 

Tone. 

Boailaii*  ...    1901 
Penlsn*   ...    1901 

48 
16 

'"a 

1 
11 

15 
7 

190 

4,025 
1,440 

"iao 

150 
660 

1,690 
980 

9,900 

101 
160 

a 

2 

186,189 
148,100 

6,000 

6,000 

M« 

149 
175 

11 

'7 
180 

189,164 
144,640 

6,000 

6,000 
180 

160 
660 

1,600- 
980 

8,900 

T«-„{{gJ 

64 
166 

5,766 
7,160 

108 
162 

141,189 
149,100 

167 
828 

146,904 
166,260 

•  For  tbe  year  1900,  nil. 
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Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of  each  Nation  that 
Cleared  from  the  Port  of  Bunder  Abbas  during  the  Years 
1900-01. 


SalUiig. 

8IMUII. 

Total. 

Naaonality. 

Nnmberof 

VaMAls. 

TMU. 

NvmlMror  ■      -^. 

Numbtfof  !      »„„. 

Bnasiaa*   ...    1001 

r^   ...{IS? 

u^  ...{!SS 
A»b     ...{jjs? 

Peralan*    ...    1001 

48 
16 

"2 

1 
11 

16 
7 

128 

4,025 
1.440 

'18O 

150 
660 

1,500 
080 

8,840 

102 
1(8 

» 
2 

135,453 
143,100 

6,000 

6,000 

150 
175 

3 

2 
2 

1 
11 

15 
7 

128 

130,478 
144.540 

6,000 

6,000 
180 

150 
660 

1.500 
080 

3,840 

64 
164 

5,765 
7,100 

104             141,453 
162        ;     140,100 

168 
326 

147,218 
156,200 

•  For  the  year  1000,  nil. 


Bahrain  Islands. 


Mr.  Assistant-Political  Agent  J.  C.  Gaskin,  reports  as 
follows : — 

The  total  trade  of  Bahrain  during  1901,  approached  to  within 
10,000/.  of  that  for  1899,  which  was  the  most  prosperous  year  in 
the  annals  of  the  Islands.  The  increase  is  348,997/.  on  the  figures 
for  1900,  and  is  principally  due  to  the  large  importations  of  Indian 
rice  and  a  successful  pearling  season.  The  exports  are  in  excess  of 
the  imports  by  14,922/. 

The  pearl  fishery  opened  on  May  8,  and  continued  to  Sep- 
tember 9.  The  operations  were  very  satisfactory^  and  the  export 
proved  to  be  the  largest  on  record,  and  of  a  better  average  in 
quality.  The  demand  for  small  pearls  appearing  at  the  end  of 
1900  continued  into  the  year  under  review,  and  in  the  latter  part 
■of  the  season  the  larger  sizes  of  pearls  advanced  in  price.  The 
transactions  are  said  to  have  proved  profitable  and  only  in  one 
<»se  a  loss  was  reported.  The  pearl  merchants  state  that  the 
improvement  in  the  price  is  due  to  an  anticipation  of  large  sales  of 
the  gem  being  effected  in  Europe  owing  to  the  approaching  corona- 
tion of  His  Majesty  King  Edward  VII. 

Business  in  all  branches  of  the  trade  has  been  profitable 
throughout  the  year.  Eice,  however,  owing  to  excessive  importa- 
tions, fell  slightly  in  the  last  quarter.  Eice  is  generally  sold  on 
the  credit  system,  realising  profits  from  20  to  40  per  cent 
according  to  the  period  arranged  which  seldom  exceeds  nine 
months.  Settlements  of  accounts  are  efTected  in  April  when 
cash  advances  can  be  obtained  by  the  pearl  divers  from  the 
masters  of  the  pearling  craft,  and  at  the  termination  of  the 
date  and  pearling  seasons  in  August  and  September.      Cotton 
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piece-goods  and  other  merchandise  are  sold  also  on  credit  and  pay- 
able in  weekly  instalments. 

The  past  year  is  remarkable  for  the  largest  importations  of 
cotton  piece-goods  on  record.  Bahrain  supplies  the  adjacent  coast 
and  its  hinterland  where  trade  routes  run  to  Nejd  and  beyond,  and 
it  may  be  assumed  that  when  those  parts  are  more  settled  the 
trade  is  likely  to  increajse ;  the  fact  therefore,  ought  to  be  borne  in 
mind  by  British  firms  desirous  of  extending  their  business. 

The  use  of  tea  is  slowly  becoming  more  general  and  though  the 
quantity  imported  is  insignificant  it  shows  a  steady  rise  and  likely 
to  improve  in  the  future. 

The  importation  of  coffee  has  developed  considerably,  and 
Brazilian  brands  are  now  competing  successfully  against  the  pro- 
ductions of  India  and  Ceylon. 

A  new  feature  in  the  classification  of  shells  has  been  intro- 
duced in  the  statistical  tables  in  the  hope  that  it  will  be  more 
comprehensible  to  the  merchants  trading  in  the  commodity.  The 
mother-of-pearl  and  mussel,  as  also  a  certain  quantity  of  oyster 
shells — known  to  the  trade  as  linga  shells — are  imported  from  the 
-coast  of  Katr,  and  the  island  of  Dalma  off  Abu  ThabL  The  oyster 
shells  exported  from  Bahrain  are  regarded  as  the  best  obtainable 
in  the  Persian  Gulf,  being  of  a  better  average  and  heavier  than 
those  shipped  from  other  ports.  The  first  description  of  shells  are  - 
sold  by  weight,  and  the  oyster  by  measure,  the  ordinary  rice-bag 
being  used  for  the  purpose,  cmd  the  price  of  the  latter  in  the  un- 
cleaned  state  ranged  from  la.  8d,  to  4s,  the  bag. 

The  German  firm  of  Messrs.  Prins  and  Stiirken,  of  Hamburg, 
opened  a  branch  business  in  Bahrain  in  the  second  quarter  of  the 
year.  The  conditions  of  trade  in  Bahrain  have  abo  attracted  a 
number  of  Persian  traders  cmd  Jews,  who  are  said  to  be  doing 
well. 

A  schedule  of  the  rate  of  lighterage   on    cargo   brought  to  ImporiB. 
Bahrain  by  steamers  is  annexed  for  the  infoiination  of  merchants. 

The  imports  exceeded  those  of  1900  by  184,700^.  The  imports 
from  India  represented  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole,  and 
■show  an  advance  of  nearly  113,1102.,  exclusive  of  specie,  which 
was  greater  by  54,518Z.  Building  materials  improved  to  the  ex- 
tent of  2871 ;  coffee,  12,397t ;  coir  and  rope,  88t ;  cotton  piece- 
goods,  33,333/. ;  yam  and  twist,  127/. ;  charcoal,  357/. ;  furniture, 
lOOZ. ;  gold  thread,  248/. ;  wheat  and  barley,  5,687/. ;  rice,  69,180/. ; 
hardware  and  cutlery,  2,418/. ;  mats  and  bags,  133/. ;  metals,  330/. ; 
provisions,  760/. ;  silk  goods,  449/. ;  spices,  145/. ;  soft  sugar,  114/. ; 
tallow,  77/. ;  tea,  94/. ;  timber  and  wood,  351/. ;  watches  and  clocks, 
197/. ;  shawls,  117/. ;  and  broad-cloth,  93/,  There  was,  however,  a 
decline  in  wearing  apparel  of  142/. ;  indigo,  147/. ;  gunny  bags, 
255/.;  kerosene,  2,936/.;  pearls,  6,767/.;  perfumery,  163/.;  china 
And  porcelain,  227/. ;  and  raw  silk,  350/. 

Tuikey  sent  25,000/.  worth  of  merchandise  more  than  the  pre- 
<5eding  year,  but  her  trade  still  shows  a  decline  of  13,333/.  on  1899. 
The  improvement  was  in  cotton  piece-goods,  807/. ;  fruit,  222/. ; 
pearls,  25,333i ;  tallow,  162/. ;  wool,  70/. ;   abbas,  110/. ;  specie, 
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193/. ;  horses  declined  by  933/. ;  cattle,  96/. ;  coffee,  125/. ;  dates, 
1,933/. ;  ghee,  277/. ;  shells,  153/. ;  silk  goods,  77/. ;  and  broad- 
cloth, 79/. 

Persia  takes  the  third  place  in  the  exports  to  Bahrain,  but  her 
transactions  declined  3,733/.  The  decline  is  chiefly  due  to 
the  restrictions  on  the  export  of  grain,  which  fell  by  16,227/. ; 
cotton  and  yarn  also  fell  by  853/.  An  improvement  occurred  in 
animals  of  200/. ;  coffee,  1,207/. ;  cotton  piece-goods,  440/. ; 
kerosene,  1,750/.;  provisions,  1,633/.;  tallow,  233/.;  and  specie, 
8,040/. 

Muscat's  trade  with  Bahrain  shows  a  slight  increase  if  specie 
is  excluded.  The  Arab  coast  shows  a  small  decline,  and  Zanzibar 
has  nearly  lost  its  trade  in  rafters,  for  reasons  previously  given, 
and  purchasers  find  British  East  Africa  more  accessible  to  them. 
The  number  of  rafters  imported  into  the  ports  of  the  Persian  Gulf 
and  Turkish  Arabia  is  estimated  at  4,000  scores  annually,  and  it 
may  be  found  awivantageous  to  the  Protectorate  to  encourage 
Arab  sailing  craft  calling  at  its  ports  for  this  article  of  commerce. 

Exports.  The  exports  have  risen  by  164,287/.  oyer  those  of  1900.    They 

are,  however,  3,840/.  below  the  total  for  1899.  The  following 
articles  of  trade  show  an  improvement : — Horses,  2,514/. ;  canvas, 
156/. ;  coffee,  2,514/. ;  cotton  piece-goods,  2,755/. ;  date  juice,  101/. ; 
rice,  2,494/. ;  pearls,  211,227/. ;  provisions,  179/. ;  shark  fins,  509/. ; 
shells,  3,252/. ;  silk  goods,  105/. ;  and  timber  and  rafters,  181L 
On  the  other  hand,  donkeys  declined  by  185/. ;  dates,  l,855i ; 
wheat  and  barley,  7,669/. ;  hardware,  86/1 ;  metals,  143/. ;  kerosene, 
1,903/. ;  tobacco,  254/. ;  and  specie,  46,939/. 

MiBceUaoeoiiB.       The   measure  employed  in   the  bazaars  is   a  yard  of    18| 

Weights  and    inches.    There  is  no  liquid  measure.    The  weights  used  are  aa 

meiiBares.         follows:— 

1  Miacal  Shixasi —  72  grains  (troy). 

IMiscalbar          720      „         „ 

IRabaa 4 -114  lbs.  (avoir.). 

iMan         67*6 

IBefoa 676                „ 

Kzchanga.  The  bill  rates  were  less  violent  than  usual,  and  ranged  from 

par  to  2|  per  cent.,  and  at  the  highest  rate  transactions  were 
limited  owing  to  the  large  iuflux  of  specie.  The  rate  of  the 
Austrian  dollar  fluctuated  between  9/.  6a.  8d.  to  10/:  Is.  4d,  to  the 
100,  but  the  bulk  of  the  business  was  done  at  9/.  9s.  4rf.  The 
Turkish  lira,  of  which  a  considerable  quantity  is  used,  passed  at 
18s.  4d.  to  195.  4d. 

Freight  The  freight  rates  to  India  remained  steady  at  the  previous  year's 

quotations ;  shippers  by  a  direct  steamer  in  November  paid  1/.  IQs. 
per  ton  for  dates  to  Jedda,  1/.  15«.  to  London,  and  21. 5s.  to  21. 7s.  per 
ton  of  16  cwt.  for  shells  to  Hamburg.  In  December,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  cargo  at  other  ports,  the  rates  fell,  and  space  was 
secured  at  8s.  per  ton  to  Jedda,  and  1/.  12s.  8d.  to  Alexandria  for 
dates ;  also,  1/.  5s.  to  London,  and  1/.  IQs.  to  Hamburg  for  shells. 

Shipping.  The  number  and  tonnage  of  steamers,  all  of  which  were  British,. 
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that  put  in  at  Bahrain  exceeded  those  of  1900  by  eight  vessels  and 
8,325  tons. 

The  British  companies  running  steamers  from  India  are  the 
British  India  Steam  Navigation  Company,  and  the  Bombay  and 
Persian  Steam  Navigation  Company.  The  British  and  Colonial, 
and  the  Anglo-Arabian  and  Persian  Steam  Navigation  companies 
running  to  London  sent  one  vessel  each. 

Schedule  of  the  Bate  of  Lighterage  for  Bahrain. 


Articles. 


Per- 


Bate. 


Bice,  wheat,  barley,  floor,  moong,  pnUe,  potatoes,  onions, 
and  the  like  

Coffee,  sugar,  pepper,  cardamonui,  tnrme«ic,  bemaz,  ginger, 
wire,  towas,  nails,  anchors,  gionnd  nuts,  mortars,  lead, 
and  salammoniac 

Piece-goods,  sowsheli  or  small  bales,  snd  British  packed 
bales  whether  large  or  small,  and  incases ;  and  yarn  in 
bundles       ..         , 

Tallow  in  packages  containing  4  tins^  fmits  in  boxes  or 
in  crates,  and  loaf  sugar  in  cases 

Kerosene  oU 

Zeerarice 

Coir  and  coir  rope 

Crockery  in  cases 

Lemon 

Cotton,  walnuts,  henna,  pomegranate  rind,  halwa,  and 
sienna  leaves         

Wire,  kegs,  alum,  and  tar 

Grain,  raisins,  sandalwood,  lozenges,  &c. 

Iron 

Tobacco  from  Turki^  Arabia  and  Oman 

Charcoal         

Pulleys,  cane  sticks,  and  dried  fish 

Split  bamboos  

Cinnamon,  candles,  and  tea 


100  packages. 


Package 


100 

100  robbins 

Candy  (660  lbs.) 

Package 


Candy  (560  lbs.) 

Package 

100  mat  bags. . 

Package 

100  packages. . 

Package 


$.  d. 

7  t 

9  4 

0  «' 


0  10 
0     6 


0 
1 
0 

18 
0 

18 
0 


U 

0 

4 

4 
8 
4 
2 
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BAHRAIN. 


Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Exported 
from  the  Port  of  Bahrain  during  the  Tears  1900-01. 


Artldet. 

1900. 

1901. 

Head       ... 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

HorMe        

84 

2,028 

99 

2,888 

Donkeyi     

fi          •** 

224 

818 

... 

685 

Camels        ...        .^        

ft         ••• 

1 

21 

1 

18 

Other  animali      

11 

57 

6 

28 

Anns  «9d  ammunition 

... 

142 

162 

Ganvas  (sail-cloth)          

Cwts. 

1,024 

4,686 

l',109 

4,792 

Cattte         ...       .^       

Head 

115 

42 

149 

59 

Coiree         

Cwts.       ... 

2,1»6 

6,585 

8,888 

9,061 

Coir  and  coir  rope  ... 

»f          ••• 

205 

164 

208 

165 

Cotton  piece-goods         

Cotton  (raw)         ...       

c;;ts.   z 

'.« 

19,921 
66 

1,526 
48 

22,677 

75 

Yam  and  twist     

Bundles  ... 

145 

1,160 

278 

1,274 

Dates          ...       ...       

CwU.       ... 

69,190 

14,759 

62,820 

12,791 

Date  Jalee 

ft          ■•• 

S,000 

825 

8,471 

927 

... 

619 

487 

Dyeing  and  oolonilnff  materials 

.M 

898 

507 

Cwts?     ... 

140 

185 

168 

163 

j^lflnf  and  cnrrants       ...       •« 

i»          ••• 

182 

152 

186 

149 

Other  fruits,  Ae    ^ 

... 

788 

674 

C^rain  and  pulse    

... 

... 

27,962 

... 

22.914 

Oums          ^ 

... 

... 

M 

... 

45 

Hardware    ...       ^       

... 

... 

886 

... 

799 

Cutlery       

... 

... 

25 

••. 

80 

Hides  and  skins 

•M 

... 

1,747 

... 

1.226 

Gunnies      

••a 

... 

697 

... 

712 

Other  Jute  manufsetUTCS... 

... 

•«• 

16 

... 

21 

Kats  and  mat  bags         

... 

M. 

242 

■•■ 

238 

OtSr  metals'       Z       Z       '.'.*. 

Cwti"      ... 

"788 

825 

878 

"890 

180 
870 

Kerosene     

Cases       ... 

8,020 

2,806 

8,880 

902 

Other  oiU    ... 

... 

... 

260 

820 

Opium ... 

... 

.1. 

10 

... 

... 

Pearls         ...       ..,       

... 

... 

264,114 

... 

475,841 

Bosewater 

... 

... 

18 

... 

20 

Other  perfumery 

... 

••• 

888 

... 

411 

Ghee 

Cwts.       ... 

498 

1.484 

456 

1,519 

Sagar  (loaf  and  soft)       

»♦ 

1.580 

1,456 

1,528 

1481 

Tea 

46 

60 

Limes  (dry)          

Cwts!"      ... 

""'90 

216 

"97 

154 

Other  proTislons   ...       

... 

... 

2,101 

2,358 

•M 

•l56 

... 

^113 

Shark  fins 

Cwts.       ... 

816 

588 

"688 

1,097 

f»          "^ 

16,821 

7,515 

84 

224 

„     mussel        ...       ^ 

... 

... 

1.441 

1,920 

„     oyster         

Snk(raw)    ...       

Cwts."      ... 

... 

... 

82,888 

8,628 

Lbs. 

1,185 

880 

1,560 

959 

Silk,  manufactures  of     

1,484 

1,596 

Spices          

Cwts."      ... 

"728 

1,688 

"694 

1,619 

TUlow         

••• 

858 

575 

281 

506 

Timber  and  wood  ... 

... 

797 

946 

Tobaooo      ...       ...                 M. 

Cwts!       ... 

i;865 

2,188 

M78 

1,885 

Wool 

tt               *** 

210 

448 

286 

501 

Woollen  goods       

— 

1,896 

... 

1.828 

Spede         .•       ... 

••• 

... 

106,494 

... 

50,585 

... 

... 

2,802 

... 

8,002 

Total    

... 

486,142 

... 

650,429 
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Total  Value  of  Exports  from  Bahrain  to  Principal  Countries 


during  the  Tears  1900-01. 


Conntry. 

Yalne. 

- 

1900. 

1901. 

United  Kingdom 

India 

Oeimany 

Franoe 

Turkey 

MnBkat 

Zansdbar 

Arab  Coast        

Persian  porta 

£ 

140 

806,786 

2,161 

160,186 

8,522 

1,279 

8,280 

18,790 

£ 

1,089 

602,274 

8,826 

67 

118,867 

8,698 

1,297 

8,946 

16,116 

Total 

486,142 

660,429 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Imported 
into  the  Port  of  Bahrain  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Arttdei. 

1900. 

1901. 

Head       ... 

Qoantltj, 

Valae. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Honat 

78 

1,820 

.     88 

4 
887 

Donkeyi     

t»          •« 

ao 

282 

19 

167 

CmmIs       

ft          ••■ 

as 

202 

62 

844 

Other  aniinali 

ft          ••• 

600 

048 

618 

1,199 

Appam  (wearing)          

... 

1,102 

960 

... 

... 

281 

... 

266 

•M 

... 

660 

... 

48» 

Building  material*         

M. 

... 

798 

•M 

96r 

Candles       

M. 

... 

461 

M. 

60O 

Head       ... 

"•!?• 

6.682 

28,710 

6,60ft 

Coffee        ^ 

Cwte.      ... 

6,441 

16,066 

12,222 

28.688 

Coir  and  eolr  rope          

»» 

t,460 

2.680 

8,666 

2,680. 

„     (raw) 

... 

... 

44,748 

78,82r 

CwU.       .« 

2,169 

8,066 

1,746 

2,621 

Tarn  and  twiet     

i»          ••• 

919 

4,648 

1,178 

M76. 

Datee          •••       •..       •*•       ... 

N 

•}»SK 

19,087 

78^510 

17,168 

DatejDice 

ft                  ••• 

1,860 

666 

1,070 

661 

xymge  and  nedldaee     

... 

1,227 

... 

1.074 

... 

... 

1.282 

... 

ion 

... 

... 

628 

M. 

W 

Almond!     ^       

Cwt^      ... 

670 

681 

716 

691 

Balaine  and  enrranti      

»«          ... 

418 

268 

400 

820 

Other  froite... 

... 

886 

... 

1,186 

Coal...       ^       ...       ...       ... 

••• 

••• 

8,060 

8^608 

Firewood    ^       

•M 

... 

2,288 

... 

2^180 

Fnmitiire    .m       .••       ...       ... 

... 

M. 

206 

... 

814 

Olaei  and  glaaewan       

•M 

M. 

760 

•M 

762 

Gold  lace  and  thnad      

... 

.M 

w'*" 

2,828 

Grain  and  polie 

M. 

... 

... 

162,661 

... 

... 

Uti 

... 

609 

Hardware    .m       •.•       •••       ••. 

... 

•  .. 

1,780 

... 

8,978 

CuttoiT       

... 

... 

910 

... 

1^090 

HldeaandakiiM 

Ptooea     ^ 

11,060 

610 

10,810 

M 

Onnnybaga          

M. 

... 

610 

466 

Other  Jnte  mamitectnrei 

M. 

... 

407 

... 

407 

Lampe  and  lampware     ... 

z 

... 

287 
426 

966 
486 

Ltqoon,  wlnei  and  eplriti 

M. 

.M 

88 

... 

Ifiif^fc^      ^ 

Caaei 

217 

679 

280 

"618 

Mate  and  mat  bagi         ...       ^ 

... 

... 

696 

... 

686 

Copper        M 

CwU.       ... 

190 

664 

118 

660 

Tin ^ 

ft          ••• 

72 

408 

78 

686 

Iron  ...       ...       ...       ...       ... 

M                 ••• 

1,904 

1,271 

666 

1,612 

Bram...       ...       ^       ...       ... 

ft                 *** 

18 

64 

6 

OUMrmeialt         ... 

n            ••• 

1,074 

880 

968 

761 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into 


the  Port  of  Bahrain  during  the  Years  1900-01 — continued. 

AnidM. 

1900. 

1901. 

Gases       ... 

(^oantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Valae. 

Keroaene     

1S,000 

4,117 

11.260 

£ 
2,888 

Other  oU« 

Cwts.       ... 

4,160 

2,678 

8,700 

2,868 

Pearls         „.       ... 

... 

... 

62,607 

... 

69,699 

Boaewater ;. 

,„ 

... 

296 

••* 

828 

Other  peifuBery 

... 

... 

1,027 

... 

878 

Porcelain  and  ctainaware 

... 

1,178 

... 

960 

Coooanuia  ..«       

... 

407 

••• 

620 

DrjliniM 

Cwts.      .. 

695 

1,087 

788 

1,176 

Flour 

... 

... 

124 

688 

Ghee ^ 

Cwts.      .. 

8,170 

9,610 

8,084 

10,689 

other  provldoiifl 

... 

... 

8.864 

2,962 

Salt 

... 

... 

197 

191 

LioMcd  and  other  leeda 

... 

... 

668 

664 

Shells  (mocheiH»f-pearl) 

... 

••. 

1,779 

— 

224 

„     mussel         

... 

MM 

1,960 

.,     outer  (linn  shells) 

Cwts.       ..i 

P,900 

1.820 

Silk  (raw)    ...    " 

Lbs.         .. 

7.000 

8.266 

6,890 

2,912 

I 

... 

6,667 

6,988 

Spices          

... 

... 

4,969 

... 

6,114 

.M 

... 

288 

... 

807 

Sngar  (loaf  and  soft)       

Cwts.       ... 

7,132 

6.290 

8,066 

6,664 

^.;     (c»adj)       

Tallow         ^ 

,1          ... 

749 

699 

706 

666 

»»          ••■ 

1,S80 

1,746 

1,242 

2,228 

Tea 

... 

680 

688 

Timber  and  wood 

2,620 

•M 

8,628 

Tobacco,  and  mannfactnrea  of  ... 

... 

•M 

4.268 

... 

4,908 

Watches  and  docks        

••. 

•a. 

288 

... 

462 

Wool...       .«       .^       

Cwts.      ... 

449 

890 

490 

978 

Woollen  goods      ...       

8,298 

8,570 

Spede         ..« 

••« 

M. 

110,782 

... 

171,647 

... 

... 

1,641 

... 

1,676 

Total     ^       

... 

460,776 

,     685,607 

Total  Value  of  Imports  into  Bahrain  from  Principal  Countries 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Country. 

Value. 

1900. 

'  1901. 

United  Kingdom 

India 

Britiah  East  Africa       .. 

Turkey 

Moskat 

Zanzibar 

ArabCkMuit        

Pcnian  ports 

£ 
8.080 
278.281 

90,186 
9,807 
1,268 
9,294 

64,476 

£ 
2,063 

440,864 
1,188 

116,276 

6,188 

1,028 

9,081 

60,955 

Total 

460,776 

686,607 
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Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of  esch  Nation  that 
Entered  the  Port  of  Bahrain  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


SaUinir. 

SIMID. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Namberof 
Venela. 

Tom. 

Nambarof 
VeaselB. 

Toni. 

Nambarof 
YenelB. 

Tons. 

French*    ...    1900 

™^  ...{{IS? 

A».          ...{iJOO 

86 

27 

1 

275 
269 

24 
20 

277 
268 

257 
216 

8,240 
8,125 

120 

11,020 
10,880 

645 
628 

10,144 
9,626 

6,425 
6,605 

29 
87 

28,718 
87,088 

66 
64 

1 

275 
269 

24 
20 

277 
268 

257 
216 

81,968 
40,168 

120 

11,020 
10,880 

645 
828 

10,144 
9,626 

6,425 
5,005 

^  -{IS? 

870 
795 

81,594 
29,859 

29 
87 

28,718 
87,088 

899 
882 

60,807 
66,887 

*  For  the  year  1901,  nU. 


Total  Number  and   Tonnage  of  Vessels   of  each   Nation  that 
Cleared  from  the  Port  of  Bahrain  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Salltn^. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NatiooaUtj. 

Number  of 
VettalB. 

Tons. 

Nnmberof 
Ye«eli. 

Tone. 

Nnmberof 
Yeeaele. 

Tone. 

B*Uh       ...{}UJ 
Fr«i6h*     ...    1900 

u^^    ...{{SS 

^     ...{{£? 

82 

81 

261 
248 

28 
15 

285 
261 

889 
187 

2,880 
2,815 

120 

10,440 
9,910 

626 
440 

11,160 
10,440 

5,875 

4,84S 

26 
86 

1 
1 

26,489 

88,787 

1,019 
1,760 

68 

56 

1 

1 
1 

261 
248 

28 
15 

285 
261 

289 

187 

29.879 
41,102 

120 

1.019 
1,760 

10.440 
9,910 

626 

440 

11,160 
10,440 

8,875 
4.848 

T«--{{S? 

841 
782 

81,101 
27,948 

27 
86 

87,518 
40,587 

868 
768 

58,619 
68;485 

•  For  the  year  1901,  nU. 


MOUAMMERAH. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  McDouall  reports  as  follows : — 

Owing  w  the  failure  of  crops  trade  was  generally  depressed.       Q«D«nL 

Exchange  ranged  from  51  to  55  krans  to  the  11. ;  the  accom-  Exchaogt^ 
panying  statistics  are  calculated  at  53  krans  to  11 

The  returns  only  show  export  of  dates  by  steamers  and  coast-  Exporti. 
ing  craft  under  the  British  (Indian)  flag. 

(74)  c 
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Imports. 


Food-stnfiB. 


KeroBene. 


Cotton  goodiF. 


Shipping. 


Freight 


Biver. 


GaraTan 
routM : 
Ahwaz- 
Iipahan. 


Dicfdl- 
Khoremabad. 

Agrienltiire. 


The  increase  shown  in  gum  and  oil  seeds  is  chiefly  from  the 
1900  crop. 

There  was  generally  a  decrease  in  imports,  chiefly  due  to  the 
famine,  but  partly  owing  to  Bombay  steamers  calling  at  Koweit 
during  the  last  six  months  of  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  figures  given  in  the  annexed  tables  there 
was  a  large  import  of  wheat  and  rice  by  river  boats  and  coasting 
craft.  There  was  a  certain  demand  for  rice  for  the  Hawizeh  dis- 
trict owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  crop  there,  due  to  lowness  of 
the  rivers.  Hawizeh  usually  exports  rice.  The  town  markets 
were  well  supplied  with  imported  foodstufls. 

There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  import  of  coffee,  but  this 
article  is  chiefly  for  reshipment  to  Koweit. 

The  increase  in  Russian  kerosene  oil  is  due  to  Indian  sailing 
boats  bringing  this  article  up  for  sale  when  coming  to  buy  dates. 
Prices  in  consequence  dropped  from  10s.  to  45.  per  case. 

The  trade  in  Manchester  goods  shared  the  general  depression ; 
but  at  the  end  of  December  there  was  a  slight  revival  and  increase 
in  demand  at  Shushter.  The  principal  cotton  goods  in  demand 
and  prices  are  as  given  last  year. 

Twenty  steamers  called  with  cargo  from,  and  eight  took  cargo 
for,  Europe.  The  vessels  of  the  two  Bombay  companies  called 
regularly.  Eetums  of  sailing  craft  under  foreign  flag  are  not 
obtainable. 

Freight  to  London  langed  from  IZ.  2s.  6d.  to  IZ.  12s.  6d. ;  to 
Marseilles,  11.  7s.  6d.  to  IZ.  17s.  6rf. ;  and  to  Bombay,  from  8.s.  to 
18s.  8d. 

The  Euphrates  and  Tigris  Steam  Navigation  Company's 
steamer  ran  fortnightly  to  Bunder  Nasri.  The  steamer  running 
on  the  upper  river  was  brought  down  to  dock  at  the  end  of  1900, 
and  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  river  was  unable  to  recross  the 
rapids  after  repairs.  Cargo  was  conveyed  from  Ahwaz  to  Shushter 
by  lighter.  The  water  was  never  more  than  8  feet  above  and 
sank  to  2  feet  below  previous  lowest  level  at  Nasri. 

Freight  from  Mohammerah  to  Nasri  is  about  8s.,  12s.,  and 
15s.,  according  to  description  of  goods. 

There  was  a  small  increase  in  trade  by  the  Ahwaz-Ispahan 
route,  especially  in  opium.  Owing  to  the  great  scarcity  of  fodder 
many  of  the  local  mules  were  taken  to  other  districts  to  feed,  and 
the  Ispahan  muleteers  cannot  be  induced  to  take  cargo  by  a  route  on 
which  their  villages  are  not  situated.  Caravans  with  opium  have 
done  the  distance  in  15  days,  but  they  usually  take  20  days  from 
Ispahan  to  Ahwaz. 

The  caravan  route  from  Dizful  to  Khoremabad  was  pi-actically 
closed  through  the  year,  owing  to  lawlessness  of  the  tribes. 

The  wheat  crop  was  a  total  failure  owing  to  the  absence  of 
spring  rains.     Prices  at  Nasri  rose  to  32s.  per  maund  of  3^  cwts. 

Prospects  for  next  harvest  are  not  good,  but  depend  on  the 
March  rains;  a  much  smaller  quantity  than  usual  has  been 
sown. 

The  date  crop  promised  well,  but  owing  to  continued  hot  winds 
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and  dust  a  portion  of  it  was  spoilt.  Prices  were  about  Ss.  lOd, 
per  maund  of  1^  cwts.  till  after  packing  for  Europe  was  com- 
pleted, then,  owing  to  the  unusual  number  of  coasting  craft  arriving 
to  purchase  dates,  prices  gradually  rose  to  65.  3d. 

Clarified  butter,   which  in  March   was   25.   7d.   per  6    lbs.,  Ghee, 
rapidly  rose  to  4«.  6d.  per  6  lbs.,  owing  to  want  of  fodder. 

During  July  small-pox  appeared  in  Mohammerah  and  neigh-  Health, 
bouring  collages  and  was  epidemic  during  the  rest  of  the  year, 
being  very  severe  in  September  and  October. 

A  large  portion  of  the  river  cargo  now  consists  of  through  River  trade, 
shipments  to  or  from  Ahwaz,  where  the  customs  dues  on  such 
cargoes  are  collected  and  transhipped  at  Mohammerah.  For  the 
purpose  of  comparison  with  previous  years  all  such  cargo  in  the 
attached  tables  is  included  in  the  Mohammerah  exports  and 
imports. 

Messrs.  Lynch  Brothers  have  supplied  statistics  of  the  imports 
and  exports  of  the  port  of  Nasri  (Ahwaz),  which  are  attached  to 
show  the  amount  of  cargo  conveyed  by  river. 


Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal'  Articles  Exported  from 
the  Port  of  Mohammerah,  including  Transhipment  Cargo  from 
Karun,  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Artioles. 


Wheat.. 
Flour  .. 
Onm,  insoluble 

„  tragacauth 
Dates  .. 
Horses 
Mules  . . 
Oil  seeds 
Opium. . 
Ghee  .. 
Wool    .. 

Manchester  piece-goods| 
Local  cotton  goods 


Cotton . . 
Tobacco 
Miscellaneous. 


Total   .. 


Specie . . 


CwU. 


Head 


Cwta. 
Cases 
Cwts. 

Bales 
Packages, 
&c. 

Cwts. 


Grand  total 


1900. 


Quantity. 


8.728 

8,780 

882 

51,676 

2,284 

286 

1,876 

188 

16 

6,896 

16,662 

162 

547 

1,007 


Value. 


1,707 

2,877 

1,992 

18,167 

46,680 

1,827 

568 

10,980 

SO 

11,890 

16.704 

2,268 

708 

1,607 

5,691 


116,586 
50,416 


167,002 


1901. 


QuanUty. 


60 

5,586 

21 

78,819 

2,470 

144 

8,060 

828 

108 

8,891 

16,988 

68 
502 
878 


Value. 


£ 

26 

4,654 

210 

18,179 

49,400 

1,080 

5,089 

25,840 

216 

16,782 

26,082 

882 

572 

878 

8,436 


151,725 
68,861 


216,556 


(74) 
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Total  Value  of  Exports  from  Mohammerah,  including  Tranship- 
ment Cargo  from  Karun,  to  Principal  Countries  during  the 
Years  1900-01. 


Country. 

Value. 

1900. 

1901. 

United  Kingdom 

India 

Persian  Qolf  porta 

Turkey 

France 

NewS-ork*       !.*         !!         V. 
QypruB 

Egypt    

Samarang          

12.644 

69,001 

3,580 

20,204 

385 

10,200 

80 

38 

644 

10 

£ 
23.642 
79,747 

9,646 
18.741 

1,020 
17,840 

8 
1,182 

Total 

116,636 

161,726 

Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into 
the  Port  of  Mohammerah,  including  Transhipment  Caigo  to 
Karun,  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


1900. 

1901. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Coal 

Tons      .. 

250 

625 

344 

860 

Coffee 

Cwts.     .. 

1,959 

9,680 

3,192 

16,960 

Drugs 

, , 

., 

2,024 

•  • 

561 

Gunny  bags. . 

.. 

1,283 

,. 

3,882 

Matches      .. 

Cases     .. 

189 

756 

82 

328 

Iron 

Cwts.     .. 

4,132 

4,182 

1,987 

2,060 

Copper 
Other  metals 

>»        •  • 

952 

2,756 

477 

1,431 

»>        •• 

821 

1,227 

806 

410 

Metal  manu&ctures 

, , 

4,432 

, , 

2,600 

Cotton  goods 

Bales     .. 

6,617 

218,598 

5,127 

184,401 

Rice 

Cwts.     .. 

4,635 

1,212 

8,710 

3,025 

Silk 

Cases    ... 

74 

7,200 

38 

3,800 

Spices 

Cwts.     .. 

1,682 

8,269 

949 

1,948 

Sugar,  soft  . . 

»        •  • 

18,249 

11,050 

10,898 

9,197 

..      loaf  .. 

•»        •  • 

44,951 

89,475 

24,717 

21,984 

Tea 

n           •  • 

1,645 

5,235 

1,651 

4,958 

Thread  and  twist  .. 

n           •  • 

1,408 

7,172 

2,847 

9,486 

Kerosene     . . 

Cases 

8,200 

1,600 

4,687 

1,159 

Material    for    date 

cases 

Packages 

5,115 

8,822 

.  • 

,  ^ 

Wheat 

Cwts.     .. 

. , 

, , 

9,724 

3,948 

Miscellaneous 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

15.271 

•• 

10.671 

Total  .. 

.. 

340,764 

.. 

282,448 

Specie         ..         ,. 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

678 

•• 

387 

Grand  total    .. 

•• 

841,437 

•  • 

28^885 
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Total  Value  of  Imports  into  Mohammerah,  including  Tranship- 
ment Cargo  to  ELarun,  from  Principal  Countries  during  the 
Years  1900-01. 


Conntiy. 

Value. 

1900. 

1001. 

£ 

£ 

United  Kingdom 

118  820 

81268 

India 

182,494 

80,940 

France     

28,072 

16,280 

Anstria^Hongaiy 

6,727 

1,060 

Bgypt 

8,440 

8»019 

Belgium  •  • 

.. 

1,890 

Aden 

48,840 

46,098 

Penian  Gulf  porta 
Tnrkiflh  Arabia.. 

2,606 
746 

1,986 
22 

Jeddah    

20 

•  • 

Total  .. 

. 

840,764 

282,448 

Return  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mohanunerah  during  th« 
Years  190(M)1. 

£ntered. 


Sailing. 

Stoam. 

Total. 

NattonaUty. 

Mnmbwol 
YaiMlt. 

Tom. 

Niimberof 
YMMla. 

Tona. 

Nnmbarof 
VeMalf. 

Tooa. 

S«»-gOlng  TMMlf— 

»— '  •••{}£? 

Tnridah*...    1900 

BuMiant...    1901 

BiTtr    boau   from 
Kanm-. 

'-»  ...{ISS? 

28 
27 

96 

2.626 
2,868 

6,800 

96 
101 

1 

1 

26 
22 

'"2 

110,420 
116,289 

1,260 

1,606 

6,461 
2.964 

'"eo 

122 
128 

1 

1 

26 
22 

95 
64 

112,946 
119,147 

1,260 

1,608 

6,461 

2,964 

6.800 
...t 

r^  ...{{IS? 

121 
ft9 

^T 

120 
126 

116,101 
120,901 

241 
186 

121,417 

...t 

•  For  the  year  1901,  nil. 


t  For  the  jear  1900,  nU. 


X  Unknown. 
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Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Staam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Nomberof 
VeMeli. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Venela. 

Tom. 

Number  of         -,^^. 

Sea-going  Tewel*— 

Uver       boats      to 
Karon— 

26 
27 

62 

77 

2,826 
2,888 

2.480 

82 
80 

22 
21 

"2 

88,676 
88.743 

8.227 
2,840 

"60 

108 
107 

22 
21 

62 
79 

86,202 
86,601 

8,227 

2,840 

2,480 

T.U.    ...{IJO? 

88 
104 

6,006 

104 
108 

86,908 
86,648 

192 
207 

91,909 

Unknown. 


Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Exported  from 
Ahwaz  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 

1900. 

1901. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Cotton 

Girts.     .. 

1,160 

1,152 

1.280 

1,126 

Gum 

i»        •• 

7,865 

5,296 

5,780 

4,218 

Piece-goods. . 

Bales     .. 

499 

7.485 

568 

8,446 

Oilseeds     .. 

Cwts.     . . 

7,660 

2,866 

6.880 

2,150 

Wool 

»        •• 

7,600 

12,760 

7,180 

18,524 

Tobacco 

w            •  * 

960 

1,812 

204 

290 

Opinm 
Vfheat 

Cases     .. 

149 

14,900 

812 

24,960 

Cwts.     .. 

6,960 

8,172 

8,060 

766 

Silk 

Bales     .. 

88 

8,800 

17 

486 

Miscellaneous 

•• 
•  • 

•  • 

6,076 

•• 

8,280 

Total    .. 

.. 

68.797 

.. 

59,198 

Specie 

•  • 

•• 

15,400 

•• 

10,350 

Grand  total    .. 

! 

74,197 

•• 

69,643 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into 
Ahwaz  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Artidefl. 

1900. 

1901. 

Cwta.     .. 

1  Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Yaloe. 

Iron 

2,680 

1,869 

1,620 

1,636 

Other  metals 

n           *  * 

1,006 

1,679 

480 

876 

Pieoe-goodfl. . 

BaJM    .. 

2,072 

81,066 

1,601 

26,866 

Twirt 

Cw(&     .. 

640 

920 

1,860 

8,960 

8uKwr,loaf.. 

M                •  • 

24,460 

24,180 

11,240 

10,498 

^..      eoft..         .. 

»l                •  • 

6,700 

8,016 

6,060 

4,661 

Tea 

M                •  • 

680 

2,772 

780 

2,888 

Indigo 

tt                •  • 

200 

721 

80 

660 

DrngB 

n           •• 

640 

298 

780 

668 

Spioea 
Ganny  bags 

If           •• 

840 

602 

240 

1,062 

n           •  • 

660 

862 

400 

414 

WLeat 

f »           •  • 

, , 

18,600 

6,881 

Barley 

II           •• 

, , 

,, 

7,200 

1,909 

Datea 

»>           •• 

7,000 

2,188 

6,820 

1,070 

MiBcellaneouB 

•• 

14,628 

•• 

10,680 

Total  .. 

86,080 

71,868 

Specie 

•  • 

•• 

4,790 

•• 

1,000 

Grand  total    .. 

■• 

89,870 

•• 

72,868 
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Abstract  Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles 
Exported  from  the  Ports  specified  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 


Arms  and  ammaniiion     . . 
Canvas  (saU  doth) 

Cattle  

Coffee  

Coir  and  coir  rope . . 
Cotton  piece-goods. . 

„      raw . . 
Tarn  and  twist 

Dates  

Date  juice  . . 
Drugs  and  medicines 
Dyeing  and  colouring  materials 
Fruits  and  vegetables 

Fuel 

Grain  and  pulse 

Qum 

Hardware  and  cutlery 
Hides  and  skins 
Jewellery    .. 

Jute  and  manufaotures     . . 
Mats  and  mat  bags 

Metals        

OUs 

Opium 

Pearls         

Perfumery 

Provisions 

Salt '. 

Seeds  

Sharks'  fins 

Shells  (moiher-of-pearl)    . . 

Silk  (raw) 

„    manufactures  of 

Spices         

Tallow         

Timber  and  wood  . . 

Tobacco 

Wool  

Woollen  goods 

Specie         

Articles  not  specified  above 

Total    .. 


Value. 


1900. 


£ 

4,824 

142 

6,285 

1,630 

16,856 

644 

67,275 

42,611 

1,688 

27,916 

892 

9,489 


1901. 


£ 

6,899 

662 

6,667 

1,799 

16,969 

889 

50,292 

18,611 

1,424 

18,958 

977 

12,527 


8,668 

4,221 

85,551 

81,149 

290 

143 

89,982 

74,288 

68,919 

69,848 

2,227 

1,916 

8,859 

25,897 

880 

800 

1,842 

2,187 

804 

882 

2,514 

2,119 

5,582 

8,595 

848,810 

888,894 

727,447 

1,077,241 

6,271 

7.991 

21,188 

27.699 

804 

1,285 

4,477 

7,965 

^      888 

1,410 

25,888 

26,408 

5,084 

1,246 

4,150 

2,974 

5,754 

6,842 

2,180 

1,231 

2,548 

2,939 

28,175 

82,734 

9,874 

19,181 

77,057 

66,618 

868,887 

826,415 

11,782 

12,879 

2,087.714 

2,857.055 
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Total  Value  of  Exports  from  the  Ports  specified  in  the  Pemia& 
Gulf  to  Principal  Countries  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Artteles. 

Value.                     ~ 

1900. 

1901. 

United  Kingdom          .• 

India 

France 

Oermanj 

America  ..'        

Turkey 

Egypt      ...         

China 

BnssU 

Malta 

Belginm  ..         

Japan      

Australia 

Arabia 

Turkish  Arabia 

Muscat 

Zanzibar 

Bahrain 

Arab  Coast         

Persian  ports     ••         ..       ,.. 

£ 

168,716 

746,143 

7,664 

14,747 

1,464 

192,172 

87.976 

818,611 

•  • 

148 

649 

98 

689 

20 

780 

28,780 
1,779 

19,880 
207,061 
846,449 

£ 

119,861 

1,017,679 

914 

12,021 

40 

167,888 

85,696 

289,886 

97 

467 

489 

1,288 

« • 

•  • 

26 

1.608 

28,168 

1,994 

14,467 

247,988 

417,769 

Total 

2,087,714 

2,857,056 

Abstract  Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  Principal  Articles 
Imported  into  the  Ports  specified  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


ArUolee. 

Value. 

1900. 

190L 

/Lnimula  ,,            ,,            ,,            ,. 

Apparel  (wearing) 

Books  and  printed  matter 
BuUding  materials       .. 

Caudles 

Canvas 

CatUe 

Oofiee     •  •        •  •        •  •        •  • 

Coir  and  coir  rope        •• 

»      (»▼) 

Yarn  and  twist 

IHitee 

Datejuioe          

Drugs  and  medicines    •• 

Indigo 

Other  dyes         

£ 

8,728 

6,479 

8,279 

9,284 

2,059 

7,720 

8,809 

7,182 

87.742 

7,250 

697,760 

4,255 

51,601 

44,916 

822 

16,078 

49,997 

5,286 

£ 

4,010 

10,800 

1,165 

9,446 

3,860 

11,859 

8,944 

7,186 

51,068 

7,877 

1,086,448 

8.687 

94,794 

89,154 

858 

20,900 

88,188 

4,089 

(74) 
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i^fl8Tiu.CT  Table  abowing  tbe  lotfd  Yi^qe  of  Principal  AxUdm 
lofiported:  into  the  Ports  ^ecH^^  in  the  Peraiaa  Golf 
daring  the  Years  190(M)l^-continue<l 


Articles. 


Eaiihenirare  (potteiy)  . . 
Fruits  and  yegetables  . . 

Pnct 

Fumltare  

Olass  and  glaaaware 
Gold  lace  and  thread    . . 
Grain  and  pnlse .  • 

Haberdashery 

Hardware  and  cutlery  • . 
Hides  and  skins  . 
Jnte  and  mana£ictarea .  • 
Lamps  and  lampware   •• 
Leather  and  manufactures 
Liquors,  wines,  and  spirits 
Hatches  ..         .. 
Hats  and  mat  bags 

HeUls 

Oils         

Pearls 

Perfixmery  .  •  •  • 
Porcelain  and  chinaware 
Provisions  and  oihnen^s  atom. 

Salt        

Seeds      

Shells  (mother-of-pearl).  • 
Silk  (raw) 
M   '  manvfiictares  of    .. 
SUverware  and  jewellexy 

Spices 

Stationezy         •• 
Sngar(loaf) 
„     (soft) 
Sngar-candy       ..         •• 

Tallow 

Tea         

Timber  and  wood 

Tobacco 

Watches  and  clocks 

Wool       

Woollen  goods  . , 

Specie 

Articles  not  specified  above 

Total  .. 


Value. 


1900. 


£ 

1,536 

6,270 

21.182 

5,268 

10,847 

8,774 

686,482 

6,677 

17,570 

1,847 

12,680 

1,488 

6,714 

6,997 

9,798 

6,729 

67,088 

21,276 

244,274 

4^217 

18,519 

62,918 

2,102 

2,886 

7,698 

4,686 

27,210 

18,921 

26.007 

4^67 

98,886 

109.162 

1,064 

8,872 

196,191 

11,694 

14,167 

2,676 

2,890 

81,^77 

49(hl56 

16,668 


1901. 


2,878,486 


£ 

1,488 

6,896 
26,685 
10,887 
18,688 

7/)28 
319,887 

4,969 
28,826 

1,861 

6,186 

1.693 

7,870 

7,487 
12,482 

6,866 

68,461 

26,067 

846,366 

4,187 
10,077 
67,867 

2,188 

891 

14,911 

4,892 
0%^82. 

4^79 
29,214 

6,4iS. 
126,098 
79,788 
11,688 

4,670 

172,961 

14,068 

16,120 

8.496 

2,618 

80,806 

698,987 

16,868 


8,617,4p9 
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Total  Value  of  Imports  into  the  Ports  specified  in  the  Peraaa 
Gulf  from  Principal  Countries  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Oonntrj. 

y«i«e. 

1900. 

1901; 

United  Kingdom 

India 

France    

Germany 

Anntria-H«ngary 

America 

Russia 

Turkey 

%ypi 

China 

Belgium 

Holland 

Japan 

Italy       

Java        

Mauritius           

Penang 

Canary  Islands  •• 

Sweden 

SwUaerland       

Arabia 

Turkish  Arabia 

A%hanistan       

Muscat    .. 

British  EaitAfriea      !.        !! 

Zanzibar 

Bahrain 

Arab  Coast       

Persian  ports 

B 

78S,U4 

1,084,824 

119,712 

28,078 

87,276 

688 

572 

125,112 

5,289 

85,920 

8,047 

"680 

82 

7,819 

8,564 

1,484 

687 

278 

8 

494 

56 

45,467 

'4,396 

7,616 

189,4M 

488,069 

£ 

1,061,126 

1,296,799 

174,808 

21,^41 

25,059 

1«78- 

12,346 

210;800 

2,667 

86,660 

8,626 

611 

2,697 

11,7^4 

"828 

20 

860 

21 

646 

67 

4 

87,046 

1,138 

4,978 

12,476 

S?6,SS1 

428,982 

Total 

2,878,485 

8,617,40^ 
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Abstract  Table  showing  the  Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of 
Vessels  of  each  Nation  that  Entered  at  all  the  Ports  specified 
in  the  Persian  Grulf  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Bailing. 

StMin. 

Total. 

NatioiuUtr. 

Nnmbtrof 
▼aHelf. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
VomH. 

To... 

Nnmbarof 

VOiMlB. 

Tom. 

^^  ...{IS? 

To*W.     .„{}«» 

A»^       ...{iJSJ 

F«-«      ...{{JOJ 
Buaduit   ...    1901 

276 
196 

11 
8 

468 

672 

266 

201 

682 

660 

1,072 
1,216 

24,626 
19,466 

920 
640 

22,890 
16,760 

8,196 
9.066 

21,864 
20,806 

64,806 
61,416 

621 
682 

1 
6 

8 

684,069 
447,198 

1,600 
0,477 

••• 

•■■ 
12,716 

604 

687 

11 

8 

1 

446 

672 

266 
291 

682 
660 

1,072 
1,216 

8 

408,664 
466,666 

920 
640 

1,600 

62,667 
16,760 

8,196 
9,066 

21,864 
20,806 

64,696 
61,416 

12,716 

Total          /1900 
low      ...\i9oi 

2.769 
2.762 

116,069 
98,169 

627 
400 

606,016 
469,911 

6,066 
6.162 

608.076 

*  For  the  year  1901,  nU. 


t  VoT  the  year  1900,  nil. 


Abstract  Table  showing  the  Total  Number  and  Tonnage  of 
Vessels  of  each  Nation  that  Cleared  from  all  the  Ports 
specified  in  the  Persian  Gulf  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationally. 

Nnmberof 

YeMelB. 

Tool. 

Nnmberof 
YeHela. 

Tons. 

Nnmberof 
YeiMle. 

Tons. 

Aoitro-Hnn-riOOO 
garian    ...\1901 

Torm    ...{{SJ 
Boriu*  ...    1901 

248 
164 

9 
6 

••. 

419 
666 

262 
266 

660 
628 

1,044 
1,120 

22,486 
16,680 

760 
400 

21,960 
14,740 

7,776 
8,100 

19,860 
19,020 

66,416 
28,666 

282 
662 

6 
1 

6 

1 

*•• 
9 

664,689 

410,086 

4.846 
1.760 

9,477 
1.642 

16.816 

660 
606 

9 
6 

6 
1 

424 
667 

262 
266 

660 

628 

1.044 
1,120 

9 

667,184 
426,766 

760 
400 

4,646 
l|760 

61,487 
16,082 

7,776 
8,100 

19,860 
19,020 

66,416 
28,666 

16,816 

ToUl      ...{••gj 

2.622 
2,409 

106,266 
86,496 

290 
666 

648,612 
426,991 

2,812 
2,772 

464,766 
616,484 

*  For  the  year  1900,  nU. 
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Beferenee  to  previous  Beport^  Amual  Sertes  No.  2533. 


Seport  on  the  Trade  of  Khorassan  f(yr  the  Tear  1901-02,  hy 
lAeutenant-Colonel  T.  F.  Whyte^  Acting  British  Consul- 
General  at  Meshed, 

(BeoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  IT^OTember  17, 1902.) 

Since  the  last  Meshed  trade  report  was  written,  in  1900,  there  Introduction. 
'  has  been  a  great  and  important  change  in  the  system  of  custoriis 
administration  in  Persia,  which  has  made  it  possible  to  present, 
for  the  first  time  since  the  establishment  of  a  British  Consulate- 
General*'at  Meshed,  a  report  on  the  trade  of  Khorassan  and  Sistan, 
based  to  some  extent  on  accurate  statistics.    Previous  to  1900  the 
customs  of  the  two  provinces  were  farmed  out  to  contractors  who, 
if  they  kept  reliable  records  of  their  transactions,  could  hardly 
have  been  expected  to  make  them  available  to  the  public  through 
the  medium  of  a  Consular  trade  report,  and  the  statistics  which 
they  supplied  were  recognised  to  be  of  such  little  value,  that 
Meshed  trade  reports  have  frequently  been  prefaced  with  the 
warning  that  they  had  been  prepared  from  information  obtained 
from  unreliable  sources.     It  will  be  remembered  that  one  of  the 
conditions  of  the  Eussian  loan  to  Persia  in  1900  of  22,500,000  r., 
for  which  the  customs  revenue  was  security,  was  that  the  adminis^ 
tration  of  the  customs  should  be  brought  under  European  control 
Accordingly,  in  the  early  part  of  1900  the  custom-houses  through- 
out the  kingdom  were,  with  a  few  exceptions,  handed  over  to  a 
body  of  specially  selected    Belgian  customs    officers,    and    the 
administration  of  the  customs  has  since  remained  in  their  hands. 
No  report  on  the  trade  of  Khorassan  and  Sistan  during  1901-02 
could  consequently  be  regarded  as  complete  without  some  reference 
to  the  effect  genei-ally  which  the  change  of  system  in  administering 
the  customs  has  had.    The  reference  is,  however,  necessarily  brief 
for  two  reasons :  firstly,  because  there  is  no  space  in  a  Consular 
trade  report  for  lengthy  dissertation  on  the  relative  advantages  of 
the  two  systems,  and  secondly,  because  the  new  system  has  not 
been  working  long  enough  for  it  to  be  possible  to  say  how  it  has 
definitely  affected  trade.  Although  there  may  be  a  conflict  of  opinion 
as  to  the  suitability  to  the  wilder  parts  of  Khorassan  and  Sistan  of 
the  system,  the  large  measure  of  success  which  has  crowned 
'the    efforts    of    the    customs    officers   will   be    very   senerallv 
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admitted.  The  gain  in  revenue  to  the  State,  for  instance,  may  be 
safely  assumed  to  have  been  considerabla  The  exact  figures  are 
not  available,  but  as  it  is  known  that  the  value  of  the  imports 
and  exports  passing  through  the  custom-houses  under  M.  Castaigne'a 
orders  in  1901-02  was  768,972/.,  and  that  5  per  cent,  duty  was 
leviable  on  this  amount,  there  can  be  little  doubt  &hat  the  sum 
credited  to  Grovemment  was  substantial  In  other  respects,  also, 
great  improvements  have  been  made.  A  better  class  of  subordi- 
nate customs  official  is  employed ;  peculation  is,  as  far  as  possible, 
suppressed ;  a  proper  system  of  accounts  has  been  introduced,  and 
claims  and  complaints  against  the  department  meet  with  prompt 
attention  and  early  replies.  The  question  as  to  whether  the  new 
administration  is  a  success  from  all  points  of  view  is,  as  has  been 
explained,  a  question  rather  for  the  future  than  the  present,  but 
the  improvements  which  have  been  effected  in  the  short  space  of 
two  years  undoubtedly  augur  well.  Whatever  the  ultimate  result 
may  be,  however,  the  courage,  resource  and  patience,  which 
M.  Castaigne,  the  local  Director-General  of  Customs,  and  his 
assistants  have  displayed  during  the  past  two  years,  under 
circumstances  of  extraordinary  ditficulty,  merit  unstinted  admira- 
tion. 
0«nenl  The  tabular  statements  showing  the  value  of  the  imports  and 

'•™*'*^-  exports  of  Khorassan  and  Sistan  during  1900-01  and  1901-02 
(from  March  21  to  March  21),  which  are  given  with  this  report, 
have,  with  the  exception  of  the  statements  showing  the  imports 
by  the  Bundar  Abbas,  Bushire-Yezd  and  Tabriz  routes,  been  pre- 
pared from  statistics  courteously  made  available  to  the  Consulate- 
General  by  M.  Castaigne.  For  a  trade  report,  however,  to  be  of 
any  real  value,  it  should  be  possible  to  compare  the  trade  of  the 
year  under  report  with  the  trade  of  previous  years.  In  the 
present  instance  a  comparison  of  the  trade  of  1901-02  with  that 
of  the  preceding  year,  which  was  the  first  of  the  new  customs 
management,  would  be  likely  to  be  misleading,  as  the  statistics 
for  1900-01  have  not  admittedly  the  same  claims  to  accuracy  as 
the  statistics  for  1901-02.  A  comparison  of  the  trade  of  1901-02 
with  the  trade  of  years  previous  to  1900-01  would  be  valueless, 
either  owing  to  the  unreliable  nature  of  the  information  on 
which  former  Meshed  trade  reports  have  been  based,  or  in  con- 
sequence of  the  reports  dealing  with  only  a  part  of  the  trade  of 
the  two  provinces. 

There  are  only  three  countries  which  can  be  described  as  haviz^g 
serious  trade  interests  in  Khorassan  and  Sistan ;  they  are  Russia, 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  Afghanistan.  The  statistics  of  foreign 
trade  supplied  by  the  customs  authorities  are  accurate  as  far  as 
they  go,  but  they  give  an  altogether  erroneous  idea  of  the  real 
value  of  British  and  British  Indian  trade  with  Khorassan  and 
Sistan.  A  glance  at  these  statistics  would  give  the  impressiooi 
that  British  and  British  Indian  trade  had  dwindled  to  a  shadow  of 
its  former  self.  This  is,  however,  by  no  means  true.  The  customs 
statistics  give  768,972/.  as  the  value  of  the  imports  and  exports 
which  passed  through  the  custom-houses  of  Khorassan  and  Sistan 
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during  1901-02.  This  figure  may  be  said  to  represent  practically 
the  entire  trade  of  Bussia,  Afghanistan  and  British  India  by  the 
Sistan  route  with  the  two  provinces.  The  British  share  of  this 
total  is  only  34,570Z.  The  Sistan  route,  however,  though  showing 
signs  of  increased  popularity,  is  not  as  yet  the  principal  artery  for 
British  and  British  Indian  trade  with  Khorassan  and  Sistan.  The 
route  which  appears  to  be  still  the  most  used  is  the  route  from 
Bundar  Abbas.  The  statistics  of  British  and  British  Indian  trade 
by  this  route,  and  by  the  Bushire-Yezd  and  Tabriz  routes,  which, 
have  appeared  in  former  Meshed  trade  reports,  have  been  supplied 
by  the  Meshed  customs  farmer,  who,  by  arrangement  with  the 
Bundar  Abbas,  Bushire  and  Tabriz  customs  fanners,  was  in  a 
position  to  state  what  proportion  of  the  imports  and  exports  de- 
clared at  these  three  places  appertained  to  the  trade  of  Khorassan 
and  Sistan.  These  imports  and  expoits  are,  however,  now  de- 
.dared  in  the  usual  way,  and  are  not  known  to  be  Khorassan  and 
Sistan  exports  and  imports.  The  Meshed  customs  authorities 
have  consequently  no  means  of  arriving  at  their  value.  The  ex- 
port trade  with  British  possessions  by  these  routes  is  insignificant, 
but  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  arrive  at  the  approximate  value 
of  the  imports  by  ascertaining  from  British  firms  and  Persian 
merchants  trading  with  British  possessions  who  use  these  routes, 
the  approximate  value  of  the  goods  which  have  been  imported  by 
them  during  1901-02,  and  by  embodying  the  result  in  the  tabular 
statements  already  refeiTed  to.  It  may  safely  be  said  that  the 
value  of  British  imports  by  these  routes  is  considerably  higher 
than  the  estimate  of  its  value  arrived  at  in  this  rough  way,  but, 
taking  the  values  of  British  and  British  Indian  trade  as  given  in 
the  tabular  statements,  viz. : — 


•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

a  • 

Value. 

Bemarks. 

Tii-. 

SiBtan  route          •  • 
Bimdar  Abbas  route 
Bushire  route        •• 
Tabriz  route 

& 

84,670 
59,829 

26,484 
18,060 

■^ 

Imports  and  exports 
»        onlj 
ft          »> 

M                    9« 

it  is  clear  that  the  total  value  of  the  trade  during  1901-02  was  at 
the  lowest  estimate  138,443/.,  which,  in  view  of  the  enormous 
difficulties  which  British  traders  have  to  contend  with  in  getting 
ttieir  goods  to  Khorassan,  where  the  best  trade  centres  are  situated^ 
i&  far  from  being  a  contemptible  figure.  The  share  of  Bussia  of 
the  trade  of  1901-02  accounted  for  by  the  customs  statistics  was 
$46,398/.,  and  of  Afghanistan,  88,0042.  The  favourable  geo- 
graphical position  of  Russia,  and  the  bounty  system  followed  by 
ber  Government,  are  the  chief  causes  of  the  preponderance  of 
EuBsian  trade  in  Khorassan.  To  what  lengths  this  bounty  system 
i8  carried  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  the  price  of  Bussian 
fHigar  in  Ashkabad  is  double  the  price  for  which  it  sells  in 
(197)  A  3 
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Khorassan.    Eussian  trade  preponderance  is,  however,  confined  to ' 
Khorassan,  as  practically  the  entire  foreign  trade  of  Sistan  is  in 
British  hands. 
l'^J'*kT^j-  ^^  value    of  British    and  British  Indian    imports    during 

SSto  1901-02  was  131,775/.    Chief  among  British  and  British  Indian 

f[Va.  imports  to  Khorassan  and  Sistan  is  tea.    This  is  and  should  con- 

tinue to  be  as  safe  a  British  monopoly  as  sugar  is  a  Russian 
monopoly.  There  is  said  to  have  been  a  large  accumulation  of 
Indian  tea  in  Meshed  at  the  end  of  1900-01,  and  the  tea  trade 
during  1901-02  is  described  as  not  having  been  as  brisk  in  con- 
sequence as  in  recent  years.  The  taste  for  tea  is  strongly  developed, 
even  among  the  poorer  classes  of  Persians,  and  there  is  always 
likely  to  be  a  strong  and  steady  demand  for  it  in  Khorassan  and 
Sistan.  The  value  of  the  tea  imported  by  the  Bundar  Abbas,  Bushire* 
and  Sistan  routes  was  60,267/.,  but  a  considerable  proportion  of - 
the  tea  brought  by  the  two  former  routes  is  said  to  have  been ' 
Chinese  tea  for  exportation  to  Trans-Caspia  and  Turkistan. 
Indigo.  Although  much  of  the  indigo  which  is  imported  into  Khorassan 

and  Sistan  also  finds  its  way  to  the  Bussian  provinces  above- 
mentioned,  the  quantity  which  has  hitherto  remained  was  sufficient 
to  make  the  local  trade  one  of  great  importance.  The  local  demand' 
is  said,  however,  to  have  decreased  latterly  in  consequence  of  the 
increasingly  heavy  importation  of  Russian  prints  and  chintzes  of 
all  colours,  which,  owing  to  the  bounty  given  by  the  Russian 
Government  on  their  exportation  to  Persia,  are  being  sold  at  very 
low  rates.  These  prints  and  chintzes  are  penetrating  to  the 
remotest  parts  of  the  provinces,  and  their  cheapness  is  making  it 
most  difficult  for  local  dyeing  to  be  carried  on  at  a  profit.  The 
Trans-Caspian  and  Turkistan  demand  during  1901-02  on  the  other 
hand  shows  no  signs  of  declining,  the  reason  being  that  the  price 
of  the  Russian  prints  and  chintzes  which  are  sold  so  cheaply  in 
Persia  is  not  as  yet  sufficiently  low  in  these  provinces  seriously  to 
affect  the  local  dyers'  business.  The  value  of  the  indigo  imported 
into  Khorassan  and  Sistan  in  1901-02  was  18,402/1 

In  view  of  the  great  demand  which  the  figures  for  Russian 
imports  show  under  the  head  of  piece-goods  and  textile  fabrics 
clearly  to  be  existing  in  Khorassan  and  Sii^tan,  the  value  of  British 
woollen  and  cotton  piece-goods  imported  during  1901-02,  viz., 
34,418/.,  is  disappointingly  low.  Mercliants  dealing  in  these  goods 
explain,  however,  that  the  bounty  system  enables  the  Russian 
trsulers  to  sell  Russian  cotton  piece-goods  so  cheaply,  that  they 
regard  it  as  only  a  question  of  time  for  the  British  article  to  be' 
driven  from  the  Khorassan  markets.  The  prospecte  in  the  woollen 
piece-goods  trade  are  said  to  be  somewhat  better,  and  a  fair  busi- 
ness was  done  in  these  goods  during  1901-02.  The  high  rate  of 
camel  hire  on  the  Bundar  Abbas  route  made  profit  making  in  both 
lines  of  business  more  difficult  than  usual. 
Yini.  The  same  causes  which  militated  against  success  in  the  cotton 

piece-goods  trade  injuriously  affected  the  yam  trade  during 
1901-02.  It  is,  moreover,  to  be  feared  that  the  demand  for  this 
article  will  never  regain  its  former  proportions.     The  Russiaa* 


Pieee-goodB 
■and  textile 
labricB. 
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bounty^fed  manufacturer  has  again  stepped  in  and  captured  a 
branch  of  trade  which  has  been  hitherto  practically  a  British 
monopoly.  He  has  manufactured  a  striped  print  wliich  so  closely 
resembles  a  cloth  formerly  much  in  use  among  the  Turkomans 
and  Kurds,  and  which  was  locally  made  from  dyed  Indian  yam, 
and  sells  it  at  so  cheap  a  rate,  that  it  has  completely  supplanted 
the  latter.  The  local  yam  cloth  industry  has,  in  consequence, 
ceased  to  exist,  and  with  it  a  large  part  of  the  demand  for  Indian 
yam.  The  value  of  the  yarn  imported  during  the  year  was 
7,200i. 

Copper  is  being  found  in  such  large  quantities  in  the  neigh-  Copper, 
bourhood  of  Nishabur  that  the  importation  of  copper  from  India  is 
said  to  have  ceased  to  be  profitable. 

There    was    a    large    accumulation  of    stocks  of   spices  atSpioe«. 
the  end  of  1900-01,  owing  to  excessive  importation  during  that 
year,  and  low  prices  mled  accordingly  during  the  year  under 
review.     Business  was  slack  in  consequenca    The  value  of  spices 
imported  from  India  in  1901-02  was  1,996Z. 

Haberdashery  and  ironmongery  appear  under  one  head  in  the  Haberdasherj 
customs  statistics.    The  quantity  of  British  iron  articles,  however,  f^^ 
imported  is  not  great,  and  the  bulk  of  the  importation  was  haber-  *"^'*°*<"^'7- 
dashery,  the  term  including  thread,  needles,  pins,  handkerchiefs, 
towels,  socks  and  scarfs. 

The  value  of  Kussian  imports  during  1901-02  was  341,447^.     Busoan 

Sugar  is  Russia's  chief  import.  It  is  an  article  which,  owing  "*»P<»*»- 
to  the  Persian's  love  of  sweetmeats  and  to  the  extraordinary®"^*'* 
quantity  which  he  is  in  the  habit  of  using  in  his  tea,  finds  an 
excellent  market  throughout  the  country.  The  value  of  Eussian 
sugar  imported  into  Khorassan  and  Sistan  duiing  1901-02 
was  144,626/.,  or  more  than  40  per  cent,  of  Russia's  total  im- 
portation. 

Second  in  importance  to  sugar  among  Russian  imports  are^^^* 
textile  fabrics.    There  was  a  heavy  importation  of  these  articles  ^*^'^^- 
in   1901-02,  the  value   of  cotton    piece-goods    alone    reaching 
116,779t    The  bounty  given  by  the  Russian  Government  on  the 
exportation  of  cotton  goods  to  Persia  has  enabled  the  Russian 
manufacturers  to  capture  the  Elhorassan  markets  for  these  goods,    * 
and  is  enabling  them  to  retain  possession  of  these  markets.    It 
is  considered  doubtful,  however,  by  persons  competent  to  judge 
^rhetber  the  Russian  cotton  goods  could  seriously  compete  with 
British  cotton  piece-goods  in  Khorassan  if  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment were  to  abandon  their  bounty  system. 

Kerosene  oil  is  an  article  for  which  there  is  a  steady  demand,  Kerosene  oiL 
and  on  the  sale  of  which  excellent  profits  are  realised.  The  oil 
is  brought  by  fourgons  from  Ashkabad  in  strong  metal  cases, 
which  are  sold  with  the  oil  to  the  retail  dealers,  and  which  make 
an  excellent  receptacle  for  the  oil  in  the  latters'  shops.  This 
branch  of  trade  is  another  Russian  monopoly.  The  value  of 
kerosene  oil  imported  during  1901-02  was  14,618/. 

The  paper  on  sale  in  the  Khorassan  bazaars  is  chiefly  of  Paper. 
(197)  A  4 
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EHORASSAN. 


Haberdashery 

and 

iTonmongerf* 


Metals. 

G-laMware. 

Matohee. 
Bice. 


Afghan 
imports. 


British 
exports. 


Bussian 
exports. 


Enssian  manufacture    It  is  inferior  in  quality  but  low  in  price» 
and  consequently  finds  favour  with  the  Persians. 

There  was  a  fairly  heavy  importation  of  Russian  haberdashery 
during  1901-02. 

There  is  a  heavy  demand  for  nails  in  Eliorassan,  which 
is  mainly  supplied  by  Eussia.  The  Russian  nail  cannot  compare 
either  in  finish  or  durability  with  the  British  article,  but,  owing 
to  the  distance  from  British  possessions,  nails  of  British  manufac- 
ture are  rarely  seen  in  Khorassan. 

There  is  a  considerable  demand  in  Khorassan  for  iron  and  steel, 
which  is  mainly  supplied  f  ix)m  Russia.  The  value  of  these  metals 
imported  from  Russia  in  1901-02  was  8,010/. 

There  is  a  fair  demand  for  glassware,  which  is  also  mainly 
supplied  from  Russia.  The  demand  in  1901-02  is  said  to  have 
been  normaU 

Nearly  5,130/.  worth  of  Russian  matches  was  imported  during 
1901-02.    llie  matches  are  of  inferior  manufacture  but  cheap. 

The  rice  which  figures  in  the  customs  returns  as  a  Russian 
import  is  not  grown  in  Russia,  but  comes  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Resht,  whence  it  is  sent  vi&  the  Caspian  to  Ashkabad  to  be 
exported  thence  to  Eastern  Persia. 

The  value  of  imports  into  Khorassan  and  Sistan  from 
Afghanistan  in  1901-02  was  69,759/. 

The  bulk  of  the  wool,  which  is  the  chief  import,  is  sold  to 
Russian  Armenians,  who  export  it  to  Russia  whence  much  of  it 
is  said  to  be  again  exported  to  France  and  the  United  States. 
The  value  of  the  Afghan  wool  imported  in  1901-02  was  29,156/., 
or  more  than  40  per  cent,  of  the  total  importation. 

"  Ghi "  or  clarified  butter  and  rice  are  other  important  Afghan 
imports.    The  value  of  the  former  article  imported  in  1901-02 ' 
was  14,100/.,  of  the  latter  5,737/. 

The  value  of  the  exports  sent  to  India  by  the  Sistan  route  in 
1901-02  was  6,668/.  The  export  trade  with  British  possessions  ' 
by  the  other  routes  to  the  south  is  described  as  being  equally  • 
insignificant.  Silk  piece-goods,  horses  and  "  ghi "  are  the  principal ' 
exports  by  the  Sistan  route.  The  two  former  are  sent  chiefly  ' 
from  Khorassan,  and  the  latter  from  Sistan,  but  there  is  not  a » 
heavy  exportation  under  these  heads.  The  chances  of  a  lucrative  • 
export  trade  between  KJiorassan  and  India  seem  as  remote  as  ^ 
ever.  Attempts  have  recently  been  made  to  sell  Khorassan  wool' 
in  India,  but  they  were  not  attended  with  success  and  have  been ' 
abandoned.  Raw  cotton  and  hides  are  two  other  important  exports,  ^ 
but  merchants  are  of  opinion  that  these  articles  are  never,  under 
present  conditions,  likely  to  repay  exportation  to  India. 

Russia  absorbs  over  90  per  cent,  of  the  export  trade  of 
Khorassan  and  Sistan.  Raw  cotton,  raw  wool,  hides  and  skins,' 
dried  fruits,  live-stock,  shawls,  carpets,  opium  and  certain  coloured 
Persian  cotton  cloths,  which  the  Russian  manufacturers  have  not 
as  yet  succeeded  in  copying,  are  all  largely  exported  to  Russia' 
and  find  ,a  good  market  there.  The  proximity  of  Russia  gives  her 
so  commanding  a  position  in  the  Khorassan  export  trade  that  she 
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has  little  reason  to  fear  that  it  can  ever  be  wrested  from  her. 
Indigo  and  tea  figure  in  the  customs  statistics  among  Khorassan 
exports.  The  indigo  is  of  Indian  origin,  and  as  the  demand 
for  it  in  Trans-Caspia  and  Turkistan  is  said  to  be  very  con- 
siderable, the  customs  figures  probably  only  represent  part  of 
the  real  exportation  from  Khorassan  to  these  provinces.  The  tea 
is  said  to  be  chiefly  Chinese  green  tea,  imported  by  the  Bundar 
Abbas  route  into  Meshed,  and  sent,  thence  to  Trans-Caspia  and 
Turkistan. 

The  export  trade  of  Khorassan  and  Sistan  with  Afghanistan  is  Afghan 
unimportant.    Textile  fabrics  figure  as  the  chief  and  indeed  the  «»P<m*«- 
only  important  export  in  the  customs  statistics,  but  these  goods 
were  of  foreign  manufacture,  chiefly  Russian,  which  were  imported 
into  Meshed  and  sent  from  there  to  the  province  of  Herat. 

The  average  cost  of  carriage  during  1901-02  by  the  two  most  Coit  of 
important  routes  from  the  south  to  Meshed  was : —  carriage. 


Vi4— 

The  Sistan  Tonte  (from  Qaetta)  . . 
„    Bundar  Abbas  (from  fiunoar  Abbas) 


Oost 


>r  Meshed 


Bt  per  Met 
KharwarJ 


Krans. 
34 


Noxx. — 1  kzan  irai  roughly  equal  to  M, 
•  1  kharwar  »  650  lbs. 


A  list  of  the  prices  of  the  principal  imports  and  exports  is  Prioee. 
given  at  p.  25. 

Mr.  M.  Ferguson,  the  manager  of  the  Meshed  branch  of  the  Ezchanga^ 
Imperial  Bank  of  Persia,  has  been  kind  enough  to  write  the 
following  note  on  the  exchange  which  ruled  in  Meshed  during 
1901-02:— 

''During  the  year,  March,  1901, .to  Mareh,  1902,  the  exchange 
in  Meshed  kept  very  much  lower  than  in  any  other  part  of  Persia. 
The  average  rates  for  the  different  exchanges  were  : — 


Eqairalent 


Demand  bills  on  London  . . 
tt  n       Bombay  •  • 


11.  sterling 
80|  rupees 
100  roubles 


''Nothing  occurred  to  influence  the  exchange  abnormally, 
which  for  1^  sterling  varied  according  to  the  seasons  of  demand 
between  49  and  51  krans  per  11.  sterlmg." 
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Statistics  of  Foreign  Trade  supplied  by  the  Customs  Department 
for  Khorassan  and  Sistan  during  the  Year  1901-02. 


Oountrj. 

Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

TotaL 

India,  yift  SiBtan  route 

Bussia 

Afghanistan 

£ 

27,902 

841,447 

60,760 

£ 

6,668 

804,061 

18,246 

£ 

84,670 

646,898 

88.004 

ToUl 

489,108 

829,864 

768,972 

Statistics  of  British  Trade  obtained  from  other  Sources  during 
the  Year  1901-02. 


Country. 

Yalue. 

United  Eingdom  and  India,  TiAr* 

Bundar  Abbas  route 

Bushire-Yezd     „         

Tabriz  route       

£ 

60,829 
26,484 
18,060 

Total       

108,878 

Total  Value  of  Foreign  Trade  during  the  Year  1901-02. 


Country. 

Value. 

United  Xingdom  and  India 

Bussia         .^         

£ 

138,448 

646,898 

88,004 

Afgbaniitan 

Total 

872,846 
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Statistics  for  1901-02  Supplied  by  the  Customs  Department 

Betubk  of  Articles  Imported  into  Khorassan  and  Sistan  from 
India  vift  the  Sistan  Eoute  during  the  Year  1901-02  *  (For 
other  Statistics  of  British  and  British  Indian  Import  Trade 
(see  p.  17).) 


Articles. 


Tea 

Dr 

Indigo •         • 

Other  dyet        •• 

Textile  fabrics — 
Bleached  and  unbleached  cotton  piece-goods 
Other  cotton  piece-goods         ••         ••         • 

Woollen  piece-goods     •  •         •  •         •  •         • 

Silk  piece-goods 

Threads^ 

Cotton • 

Other 

does         ••         .•        ••        ••        •• 

■lassware  ..         ••         ••         ••         ••         • 

Bererages,  fruit  drinks    ••         ••         ••         • 

Candles 

Coffee         

Preserred  proTiBions         ..         ••         •« 

Drugs         ..         ••         

Wearing  apparel   •  •         •  •         •  •         •  •         • 

Haberdashery  and  ironjnongery  •  •         •  •         • 

Metals^ 
Iron  and  steel  in  bars  ••         ..         •• 
Other 

Furniture «         • 

Watches 

Skins— 

Baw 

Other 

Porcelain  and  earthenware         •  •         •  • 

Sugar,  loaf 

Tobacco 

Miscellaneous        

Total  


27,902 


NoTB.— 6  tomans  *«  U.  sterling. 

*  The  Sistan  custom-houses  were  under  direct  European  management  for  only 
months  of  the  year  under  leyiew. 
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Bbtubn  of  Articles  Exported  from  Ehorafisan  and  Sistan  to  India 
via  the  Sistan  Eoute  during  the  Year  1901-02.* 


Value. 

ArtioleB. 

Persian 

Ourrencj. 

Sterling. 

Fresh  and  dried  fruits — 

Pistachios 

Almonds         

Other  dried  fruits     . . 

Textile  fabrics- 
Silk  piece-goods 
Carpets,  woollen       . .         •  • 
Other  woollen  goods. . 

Bj-ug" 

Liye-stock          

Horses  and  colU           . .         •  • 

Mules 

Butter  and  other  edible  fate   .. 

Fruit  drinks .■ 

Ghim 

Glassware 

Miscellaneous 

Tumans. 

1           220 
808 

10,231 

669 

10 

2,6S4 

12,464 
809 
6,196 
408 
194 
11 
288 

£ 

44 
62 

2,046 

134 

2 

601 

2,493 

162 

1,039 

81 

39 

2 

67 

Total   .. 

33,842 

6,668 

NoTB— ^  tomanv  »  11,  sterling. 

*  The  Sistan  custom-houses  were  under  direct  European  management  for  only 
nine  months  of  the  year  under  reriew. 


Beturk  of  Articles  Imported  into  Khorassan  and  Sistan  from 
Russia  during  the  Year  190-1-02. 


Artioles. 


Sugar — 
Loaf 

Crystallised 

Candles 

Oils- 
Kerosene..         ..         ..         

Other 

Textile  fabrics- 
Flaxen  cloth 

Bleached  and  unbleached  cotton  piece-goods 
Other  cotton  piece-goods         •  •         • .         • 
Hilk  piece-goods. . 
Carpets,  woollen  . .         . .         » •         • 

Other  woollen  piece-goods 

Other  piece-goods  not  speeiiled  •  •         • 


Yalue^ 


Currency. 


Tumans. 

692,110 

131,017 

10,696 

73,069 

187 

18,819 
16,319 
662,677 
19,892 
1,742 
12,448 
13,000 


Sterling. 


118,422 

26,203 

2,139 

14,618 
37 

2,764 
3,264 
112,685 
3,978 
348 
2,488 
2,600 


Digitized  by 


Google 


KHORASaAN. 


13 


KBTTJKfT  of  Articles  Imported  into  Blhorassan  and  Sistan  from 
Etissia  during  the  Tear  1901-02— continued. 


Artiolen. 


Value. 


Feniiin 
Oniroiicy. 


Sterlmg. 


Metel»- 

Iron  and  steel  in  bars 

Other 

Glassware  ••  .,         .. 

Paper         

Dyes- 

Coohineal  .. 

Other 

Haberdashery  and  ironmongery.  • 
Threads^ 

Cotton 

Other      

Tobaoeo 

Tea 

Matches .« 

ffldns — 

Eaw        

Other 

Staroh         

Lire-stock — 

Donkeys 

Horses  and  ooUs  •  •         •  • 

Oamele    ..         ••         ..         ••         .. 
Butter  and  other  edible  iate 

Timber       ••         

Beverages — 

Wines 

Spirits     ..         ..         

Beers       

Mmeral  waters  and  lemonade,  &o.         •  • 
Preserved  provisions        . .         •  • 
Bope  and  twine     .  •         •  •         .  •         • . 

Drugs  • 

Packing  materials 

Oranges  and  lemons,  &o.  •  •         • .   >      •  • 
Grain  and  seeds — 

Bioe        

Other 

Wearing  apparel  •  • 

Musical  and  meohamcal  instruments     •• 

Minerals     •  •         .  •         .  •         .  •       •  •  • 

Pumiture  .t         • 

Watdies 

Porcelain  and  earthenware         •• 
Fish,  fresh  and  salted      ••         ..      •■•• 

Soap  

Silk,  raw 

Ctariages 

Spioes         ••         ••         

Miscellaneous        

Total 


Tumans. 

26,888 

18,810 

21,662 

9,641 

1,140 
857 


1,780 

17.826 

8,970 

4,618 

25,686 

8,164 

10,870 

94 

278 

2,921 

4,291 

974 

682 

683 

1,185 

1,108 

1,808 

83 

448 
6,020 

302 

268 

21,235 

4,246 

6,750 

2,782 

.    224 

4,196 

234 

6,179 

345 

442 

1,658 

2,050 

2,243 

3,664 


6,248 
2.762 
4,880 
1,928 

228 

171 

7,786 

856 
8,566 
1,794 

926 
6,127 

638 

2,074 

19 

66 

684 
858 
195 
126 

127 

227 

221 

261 

7 

89 

1,004 

60 

51 

4,247 

849 

1,850 

646 

45 

839 

47 

1,236 

60 

88 

882 

410 

448 

783 


1,707,285 


841,447 


KoTi.— 6  tumans  —  1/.  sterling. 
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Betubn  of  Articles  Exported  from  Ehorassan  and  Sistan  to 
EuBsian  Territory  dmiiag  the  Year  1901-02. 


Articles. 


Wool,  raw 

Cotton, raw  ..     '    .• 

JPresh  and  dried  firuite — 

Bates 

AlmondB  and  pistaohiot  •  • 

Raimne    ..         

Fresh  fruite        

Other  dried  fruits         •  •         •  • 

Textile  fabrics — 

Kirman  shawls  . .         . .         .  • 
Carpets,  woollen 
Other  woollen  pieoe-f[oods 
Unbleached  cotton  piece-goods 
Other  ootton  ffoods       .  • 

Silk  piece-goods 

Other        „        

Tobacco      ••         ••         ••         •• 

Skins- 
Raw        

Other      . .         •  •         •  •      . .  •  • 

Sugar,  candied 

Live-stock — 

Cattle 

Bheep •• 

Not  specified 

Butter  and  other  edible  fats    . .  •  • 

Timber ; 

Beyerages  (fruit  drinks) 

Intestines   .. 

Preserved  proTisions        ••         •• 

Hope  and  twine     •  • 

Drugs         ••         ..         ..         •• 

Spices         

Packing  materiab 

Threads- 
Cotton    ••         ..          ••         •• 
Other 

Gum  

Grain  and  seeds 

Wearing  apparel 

Oils 

Musical  and  mechaniqfd  instruments 

Turquoises  . .         . .         . .         •  • 

Haberdashery  and  ironmongery  •• 

Metals        

Opium        ••         ••         ••         •• 

Porcelain  and  earthenware         •  • 

Dye.- 

Indigo 

Other      

Silk,  raw 

Tea 

Glassware  ..  ••         •• 

Miscellaneous         

Total 


Taloe. 


Persian 

Cnrrencj. 

Sterling. 

Tumans. 

£ 

172,488 

34,498 

871,648 

74,380 

1,600 

820 

6,828 

'     1,166 

102,415 

20,488 

3,085 

607 

46,772 

9,854 

82,898 

16.579 

78,000 

15.600 

9,868 

1,878 

1,296 

259 

104,256 

20,851 

50,648 

10,120 

998 

199 

761 

152 

182,330 

26,466 

30,850 

6,070 

13,416 

2,683 

39,566 

7,918 

10,088 

2,006 

1,003 

201 

18 

3 

191 

88 

34 

7 

3,133 

627 

184 

37 

258 

51 

.  1,059 

212 

2,215 

443 

3 

1 

1,702 

840 

2,401 

480 

70 

14 

3,826 

765 

1,859 

872 

1,431 

286 

57 

11 

2,976 

595 

9,113 

1,828 

2,088 

418 

83,406 

6,681 

307 

61 

1^760 

852 

9,590 

1,918 

1,020 

204 

170,812 

34,062 

3 

1 

17,038 

3,408 

1,524,757 


304,951 


KOTI.— 6  tumaos  «  II.  sterling. 
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RsTCTRN  of  Articles  Imported  into  Ehorassan  and  Sistan 
Afghanistan  during  the  Year  1901-^2. 


from 


Artiolet. 


Talue. 


Fenian 
Oumnoy. 


Sterling. 


Textile  fabrics — 
Bleached  and  miUeaohed  cotton  piaoe-goodf 

Other  cotton-piece  goods         

Oarpeta,  woollen  •  •         •  •         .  • 

Other  woollen  goods •« 

„     textile  fabrics  not  specified      •  •         • « 

Skins,  raw ••         •< 

Otherskins 

Starch 

IdTC-StOCk" 

Horses  and  colts  , 

Camels ••    •     •. 

Donkeys ••         •• 

Sheep •         ••         •• 

Bntter  and  other  edible  fats       •• 

Fruit  drinks 

Intestines ••         ••     -    •< 

Preserred  proTisions • 

Bope  and  twine • 

Brags         , 

Spices         

Packing  materials •  •         •  < 

Cotton  thread        

Other  threads        .•         ••         ••         ••         •( 

Fresh  and  dried  f  raits— 
Almonds  and  pistachios  


Other  fresh  fraito 
„      dried    „  ..         . 

Grain  and  seeds — 

Wheat 

Bice        ..         ..         •• 

Other  grains 

Wearing  apparel 

Oils 

Minerals     •»         ••         •• 
Haberdashery  and  ironmongery , 

Metals        

Opium        

Paper         

Tobacco 

Dyes  

Cotton        

Wool  

Olassware 

Miscellaneous        


Total 


Tumans. 

871 
256 
5,456 
6,088 
1,899 
8,«02 
8,176 
186 

167 

942 

8 

10,195 

70,500 

8 

840 

2,182 

214 

8,704 

6,788 

8,162 

474 

92 

16,484 

2,198 

7 

840 

870 

28,688 

4,075 

6,921 

591 

101 
4,097 
•  93 
4^828 
16 
1,685 

802 

1,042 

145,778 

100 
1,639 


848,798 


54 

51 

1,091 

1,218 

880 

1,640 

1,685 

27 

88 

188 

2 

8,089 

14^100 

1 

68 

486 

48 

741 

1,847 

680 

95 

18 

8,297 

440 

1 

170 

74 

6,737 

815 

1,184 

118 

20 

819 

19 

866 

8 

807 

161 

388 

29,166 

20 

828 


69,759 


NoTB.— 5  tumans  -*  II.  sterling. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18 


SBOfiAaSAK. 


Bvru&N  of  Articles   Exported  from  Sliorassan   and  Siston  to 
Afgbuiistaii  during  the  Year  1901-02. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Penian 
Ourrenoj. 


SterUng. 


Suffar— - 
Candied  ••         ••         ••         •• 

Crystallieed, 

Candles       ..   * 

Liye-stock,  not  specified  • . 

Timber       

iVuit  drinks  

Bope  and  twine    • . 

Drugs         

Spices         

Cotton  thread        

Other  threads       

Fresh  and  dried  fruits — 

Dates 

Oranges  and  lemons     •  •         •  • 
Other  dried  fruits        ••         •• 

Grain  and  seeds,  wheat   ••         •• 

Wearing  aj^parel 

Kerosene (nl  ••         ••     .    •• 

Musical  and  HMehanioal  instruments 

Haberdashery  and  iroumongeiy.  • 

Metals- 
Iron  and  steel  in  bars  •  •         •• 
Other 

Furniture  • 

Paper         

Skins  

Porcelain  and  earthenware 

Dyee— 

Indigo f 

Other 

Wool 

Textile  fabrics- 
Unbleached  cotton  piece-goods 
Other  cotton  piece-goods        •  • 

Tl^oollen  goods 

Silk  piece-goods • 

Tea 

G-lassware  • •   , 

Miscellaneous       ••         ••         ••  ^. 

Total  •• 


£ 

262 

198 

82 

2 

4 


120 
524 
144 
601 

14 

1 

8 

8 

162 

27 

8 

61$ 

162 
120 
8 
106 
180 
27 

71 

298 

80 

970 
11,743 
886 
622 
802 
8 
168 


18,246 


17oTii.<— 6  tumam  «  II.  sterling. 
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17 


URTURisr  of  Articles   Imported  into   Khorassan  from  India  vift 
Bundar  Abbas  during  the  Year  1901-02. 


AiiidM. 


Tea,  green.  • 
„     blaok.. 
Indigo       •  • 
Hides  and  skins 
Copper,  sheets 
Brass,  sheets 
Piece-goods 
Gotfconyam 
Sfaees 
Miscellaneous 


Total. 


Value. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Tumans. 
71,460 
32,400 
60,880 

6,480 
10,800 

2,400 
68,626 

6,000 

7,200 
60,400 


296,646 


Sterling. 


£ 

14,292 
6,480 

10,176 

1,296 

2,160 

480 

11,726 
1,200 
1,440 

10,080 


69,329 


Passed  to  Bussiuii 
Territoiy. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Tumans. 
18,000 


18,000 


Sterling. 


£ 
3,600 


8,600 


NoTB.— 6  tumans  «<  1/.  sterling. 

Ekturn   of  Articles   Imported  into    Khorassan  from  India  vift 
Buflhire  and  Yezd  during  the  Year  1901-02. 


Value. 

Articles. 

Persian 
Currency. 

Sterling. 

Blacktea 

C^wen  „ 

Cotton  yam 

Total 

Tumans. 
29,970 
72,460 
80000 

£ 

6,994 

14,4iH) 

6,000 

132,420 

26,484 

NoTB.— 6  tumans  —  ll.  sterling. 

Bbturk  of  Articles  Imported  into  Khorassan  via  Turkey, 
Tabriz  and  Tehei-an  during  the  Year  1901-02. 


Value. 

Articles. 

Perftian 
Currency. 

Sterling. 

Piece-goods        

Tumans. 
90,8U0 

£ 
18,060 

Non.*6  tumans 

-  1/.  sterling. 

(197) 
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Statistics  of  Foreign. Trade  Supplied  by  the   Customs  Depart- 
ment for  Khorassan  and  Sistan  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Counta7. 

Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Indift,  vik  SUtan  route       •  • 

Buisia           

Afghanistan 

United  Kingdom     .  •         •  • 
China**         ••         ••         •• 

£ 

1,925 

260,844 

81,652 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 

2,919 

359,981 

28,287 

840 

20,585 

£ 

4,844 

620,775 

64^939 

840 

20,585 

Total 

294,421 

407,562 

701,983 

Statistics  for  1900-01  Supplied  by  the  Customs  Department. 
(Tables  I  to  VIII.) 

Table  I. — Return  of  Articles  Imported  into  ESiorassan  and 
Sistan  from  India  yi&  the  Sistan  Boute  during  the  Year 
1900-01.* 


Value. 

Articles. 

Persian 
Currency. 

sterling. 

Drugs • 

Skins .. 

Dyes,  indigo      .. 

Dried  finiits       

Tumans. 

45 

446 

9,125 

11 

£ 

9 

89 

1,825 

2 

Total 

9,627 

1,925 

NoTi.<«-5  tumans  »  II.  sterling. 

*  The  custom-houses  in  Sistan  were  farmed  out  by  the  Belgian  Director 
General  of  Customs  t)  a  contractor  m  1900-01. 
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Table  II. — ^Rbttjbn  of  ArticleB  Exported  from  S[horassan  and 
Sietan  to  India  yi&  the  Sistan  Boute  daring  the  Year 
1900-01* 


Articles. 


Fresh  and  dried  fruits — 

Almonds 

Pistachios 
Textile  fabrics — 

Cotton  piece-goods 

Silk 
Liye  stock — 

Horses  and  cattle 

Mules  . . 
Drags 


Total 


Value. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Tumans. 

16 
1,288 

252 
6,276 

4,812 

1,690 

Y66 


14,599 


Sterling. 


3 

258 

50 
1,255 

862 
888 
158 


2,919 


NOTB. — 5  tumans  »  1/.  sterling. 

*  The  custom-houses  in  Sistan  were  farmed  out  bj  the  Belgian  Director- 
Qeneral  of  Customs  to  a  contractor  in  1900-01. 


Table  III. — ^Eetubn  of  Articles  Imported  into  Khorassan  and 
Sistan  from  Bussia  during  the  Yetu:  1900-01. 


Artiolei. 


Sugar — 

Loaf 

Crystallised 

Coofeotionexy 

Candles 

oiis- 

Keroaene.*        ••        •<        ••        .t 
Other 

Textile  fabrics — 

Flaxen  cloth 

Bleached  and  unbleached  cotton  piece-goods 

Other  cotton  piece-goods         • 

Silk  pieoe-gooos. •         ••         ••         •• 

Carpets,  woollen  

Other  woollen  goods     .  •         

„    pieoe-goixis  not  specified  .  •         • 

Metals— 

Iron  and  steel  in  bars 

Other 

Glassware  ••         ••         ••         ••         •• 

Pftper         

Habeidashery  and  ironmoDgary 

(197) 


Yalne. 


Persian 
Currency. 

Sterling. 

Tumans. 

£ 

685,158 

107,082 

96,268 

10,252 

86 

7 

11,415 

2,288 

74,288 

14,847 

68 

14 

28,780 

4,746 

10,941 

2,188 

840,585 

68,117 

7,491 

1,498 

2,529 

506 

6,749 

1,850 

2,881 

476 

85,422 

7,084 

20,608 

4,119 

85,684 

7,127 

5,616 

1.128 

6,881 

1,276 

B  2 

Digitized  by 


Google 


20 


KHOBASSAK. 


RiTURN  of  Articles  Imported  into  Ehorassan  and  Sistan  froiA 
Russia  during  the  Year  1900-Ol^ontinued. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Fenian 
Oixirency. 


Sterling. 


Matches 

CSotton  yam 

Other     „  

Tobaoco 

Tea 

Skine— 

Baw        

Other 

Camels 

Batter  and  other  edible  fats      .  • 

Timber,  manufactured 

Beyerages — 
Wines  .. 
Spirits     ••  •• 

Beers 

Mineral  waters  and  lemonade,  &c. 

Preserred  proyisions        • . 

Rope  and  twine 

Drugs 

Packing  materials . . 

Oranges  and  lemons 

Grain  and  seeds    . . 

Wearing  apparel  . . 

Musical  and  mechanical  instruments 

Minerals     .. 

Pumiture 

Watches 

Porcelain  and  earthenware 

Fish,  fresh  and  salted 

Soap  

Silk,  raw 

Carriages    ••         ..         ••         •• 

Dyes- 
Cochineal          .•         ••         •• 
Other 

Gold  and  silyer  thread     ..         •• 

Miscellaneous        .  •  . .        ... 


Total 


Tamans. 
2,864 
1,111 
2,249 
11,726 
4,804 

250 

8,742 

2,962 

811 

119 

491 

935 

610 

968 

20 

436 

1,180 

277 

186 

2,780 

5,726 

8,822 

489 

2,042 

693 

11,717 

308 

607 

360 

412 

1,925 

416 

5,558 

12,617 


1,304,228 


£ 

678 
222 
449 
2,345 
961 

50 

1,748 

592 

62 

24 

98 

187 

122 

194 

4 

87 
226 

55 

27 

556 

1,146 

666 

98 

408 

139 

2,348 

61 
101 

72 

82 

886 

88 
1,112 
2,628 


260,844 


NoTB. — 6  tnmans  -•  1{.  sterling. 
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Table  IV.— Return  of  Articles  Exported  from  Kborassan  to 
Eu3sian  Territory  during  the  Year  1900-01. 


Artiolat. 


Wool,  raw  

Cotton,  rmw       

Freeh  and  dried  fruit*— 

Bates '     .. 

Pistaohiof       ••  ..         .«         •• 

Almondfl         •  •         •  •         •  •         •  • 

"Biiiginii  ••         ••         ••         •• 

Fresh  fruits   • 

Other  dried  frnits 

Textile  fabrics— 

Slirmani  shawls         .  •         •  •         •  • 

Other  shawls  •  • 

Cai*pets,  woollen        •  •         •  •    ' 

Other  woollen  goods .  • 

Bleached   and    unbleached    cotton 
goods  

Other  cotton  goods  •  •         .  •         •  • 

Silk  piece-goods         •  •         .  •         •  • 

Other  piece-goods 

Tobacco 

Skin,  raw  

Leader  of  all  kinds 

Sugar — 

Candied  

Confectionery.  •         •• 
Liye-stock — 

Camels  

Cattle 

Sheep 

Not  specified 

Timbei^— 

For  building 

Manufactuiid  ••         •• 

Fruit  drinks       .  •         

Intestines  

Preserved  provisions     .  •         •  •         •  • 
Bope  and  twine . .         •  •         •  • 
Drugs      .•         ..         ••         •• 

Spices 

Packing  materials         • .         •  • 
Thread- 
Cotton.  •         •  •         ••         ••         •• 

Woollen         

Silk 

€hun 

0rain  and  seeds — 

Wheat  and  rice         

Other  grain  not  speeifled     . . 

Wearing  apparel  

Oils        

Musical  and  mechanical  insfemments.  • 
HabOTdashery  and  ironmongery 

Metals 

Opium    ..         

Earthenware 

Starch  aad  other  edible  flours.  • 
Ghioooal..        ••         

(197) 


Value. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Tumans. 
813,852 
611,592 

134 
•-  378 
14.706 
14,740 
2,254 
28,704 

89.762 

24,057 

104,275 

1,250 

5,888 

72,716 

17,700 

197 

2,811 

145,031 

11.361 

1,464 
165 

2,700 

8,697 

2,144 

10 

12 

520 

41 

1,167 

422 

81 

1,352 

4,569 

205 

1,006 

50 

1,066 

1,897 

42 

8,488 

5,161 

633 

196 

1,825 

1,822 

180 

728 

40 

76 


Sterling. 


£ 

62,770 
162,318 

27 

76 

2,941 

2,918 

451 

4,741 

7,952 

4,811 

20,865 

250 

1,178 

14,643 

8,540 

89 

462 

29,006 

2,270 

293 
38 

640 

1,719 

429 

2 


104 

8 

238 

88 

6 

270 

914 

41 

201 

10 

211 

279 

8 

688 

1,032 

128 

89 

865 

265 

86 

146 

8 

15 

B 
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Kbturn  of  Articles  Exported  from  Khorassan  to  Eusaian  Territory 
during  the  Years  1900-01 — continued. 


Artidei. 


Dyee— 

Indigo.  • 

Other  dyes     .  • 

BUk,  raw 

Mineralfl . . 

Tea         

OlasBware 

Wax 

FreciouA  and  other  Btoni 

Turquoises     . . 

Other  Btones  • . 
Miicellaneous    .  • 

Total   . 


Value. 


Persian 
Ourrenoj. 


Tumans. 

8,687 

13,914 

1,803 

88 

126,985 

80 


2,100 

869 

5,842 


1,799,656 


Sterling. 


717 

2,783 

861 

8 

25,197 

16 

1 

420 

72 

1,069 


859,981 


NoTB.^5  tumans  »  II,  sterling. 
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Table  V. — Retukn  of  Articles  Imported  into  Khorassan  and 
Sistan  from  Afghanistan  during  the  Year  1900-01. 


Articles. 


Textile  fafarios— 

Bleached  and  unbleached  cotton  piece-goods 

OarpetP,  woollen  ••         

Other  woollen  goode   .  •         •  •         •  • 
„     textile  fabrics  not  specified    •. 

Skins,  raw • 

Other  skins  •  •         .  •         •  • 

Batter  and  other  edible  fats 

Intestines 

Drugs        •• 

Spices        

Packing  materials 

Oottonthread 

Silk  thread  

Fresh  and  dried  fruits — 

Almonds  •  •         •  •  •  • 

Pistachios         

Baisins  .• 

Other  dried  fruits       

Grain  and  seeds —  | 

Bice ! 

Other  grain 

Wearing  apparel  • 

Oils  I 

Haberdashery  and  ironmongery  . . ! 

Metals       ••         

Opium 

Tobacco 

Dyes  

Cotton,  raw  

Wool,  raw  

Silk,  raw 

Soap  

Wood,  manufactured 

Q-um  

liiBoellaneous 


Total. 


Value. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Tumans. 

500 

8,455 

4,135 

590 

7,789 

17,468 

10,350 

112 

8,797 

118 

821 

118 

188 

79 

1,942 

8 

80 

28,956 

2,969 

8,905 

286 

1,145 

2 

8,410 

1,150 

883 

92 

66,226 

85 

9 

142 

27 

84 


1^,267 


Sterling. 


100 

1,291 

827 

118 

1,548 

8,493 

2,070 

22 

1,759 

24 

164 

24 

83 

16 
888 

1 
16 

5,791 
594 
781 

47 


280 

77 

18 

11,215 

17 

2 

28 

5 

7 


81,652 


B'OTB. — 5  tuiosnfl  »  II.  iterling. 


(197) 
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Table  VI. — Rbtubn  of  Articles  Exported  from  Elhorassan  and 
Sistan  to  Afghanistan  during  the  Year  1900-01. 


Artiolef. 


Sugar- 
Loaf 

Candi«d 

Crystallised 

Confectionery 

Candles 

Timber,  manufaotored     •  • 

Fruit  drinks  . .         .  • 

Drugs         

Spioes         ••         

Fresh  and  dried  fruits     . . 

Grain  and  seeds,  wheat    •• 

Wearing  apparel   .  •         . .         • 

Kerosene  oil  . .         .  • 

Haberdashery  and  ironmonery  . 

Metals— 

Iron  and  steel  in  ban  .  • 
Other 

Paper         • 

Skins  and  leather  • . 

Porcelain  and  earthenware         • 

Stoneware  ••         ••         ••         • 

Dyes~ 

Indigo     »•         ••         ..         • 
Other      ••         

Wool,  raw 

'  Textile  fabrics^ 

Bleached  and  unbleached  pieoe< 
goods  ••  ..  ..  • 
Other  cotton  piece-goods  • 
Woollen  goods  ••  ..  • 
Shawls 

Packing  materials  •  •         • .         • 

Tea 

Cochineal   .. 

Glassware 

Silk- 
Thread    

Baw        

Tobaoco      

Hatches      ..         #•         ••         • 

Miscellaneous        ••         ••         • 

Total 


Taloe. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Tumans. 

18,788 

5,0e5 

4,786 

108 

261 

41 

20 

196 

],276 

180 

6 

10 

168 

1,240 

1,801 
641 

61 
600 
841 

17 

264 
28 

484 


2,611 

46,880 

17,700 

6,918 

899 

6,776 

100 

611 

210 

880 

20 

60 
460 


116,487 


Sterling. 


8,747 

1,018 

947 

22 

60 

8 

4 

89 

266 

86 

1 

2 

81 

248 

260 
108 

10 
100 

68 
8 

62 

6 

97 


622 
9,066 
8,640 
1,888 

179 

1,166 

20 

102 

42 
66 

4 
12 
90 


28,287 


NOTB.— >6  tumans  —  11.  sterling. 
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Table  VII. — Eeturn  of  Articles  Exported  from  Khorassan  to  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  Year  1900-01. 


VElue. 

Articles. 

Pernan 
Correnoy. 

SUrling. 

Opium •• 

Tumaiif. 
4,200 

£ 

840 

NOTB.— 6  tumans  —  II.  sterling. 

Table  VIII. — Rbtubn  of  Articles  Exported  from  Khorassan  to 
China  during  the  Year  1900-01. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Persian 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Tumans. 
102,928 

£ 
20,685 

KoTB.^5  tumans  »  I^  sterling. 


The  list  of  prices  of  the  principal  imports  and  exports  ruling  List  of  prices, 
in  1901-02  is  not  procurable.  The  following  note  gives  the  prices 
ruling  in  Meshed  at  the  present  moment,  viz.,  in  November,  1902, 
of  some  of  the  principal  imports  and  exports,  and  has  been  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  T.  J.  Greensill,  who  had  recently  been  appointed 
Government  canvasser  for  trade  in  Khorassan  and  Sistan. 

The  kran  has  decreased  in  value  since  March,  1902,  and  the 
present  rate  of  exchange  is  approximately  57  krans  to  the  1/. 

The  present  value  of  the  kran  then  is  nearer  4rf.  than  od,,  the 
approximate  value  in  1901-02.    A  tuman  equals  10  krans. 

With  regard  to  weights  the  Meshed  "  mdn,"  the  usual  measure 
of  weight  in  Khorassan,  equals  6J  British  lbs.  The  kharwar 
equals  100  Meshed  mans  (650  Iba). 

fea. There  are  several  kinds  of  both  black  and  green  sold  Imported  into 

here,  but  the  most  in  demand  are  the  f oUowing :—  ^^^  ^«»» 

1.  Black  Tea. — Fine  Pekoe  leaf — wiry  and  even  with  few 
tips— known  here  as  "  Kalami,"  present  rate  20  krans  per  Meshed 
"mAn"  (the  Meshed  tea  "man"  is  now  fixed  at  7  lbs.,  or  more 
correctly  14^  "  mans  "  to  the  100  lbs.),  with  a  credit  of  15  months, 
equivalent  to  17  krans  cash.  Leafy  kinds  are  not  much  in 
demand,  but  some  would  sell  at  20  krans,  carrying  20  to  25 
months'  credit,  equivalent  to  15  to  16  krans  cash. 

2.  Oreen  Tea, — Gunpowder — bold  even  leaf  coloured  greenish — 
known  here  as  "  Sabz,"  present  rate  21  krans  per  Meshed  '*  man  " 
(7  lbs.)  with  four  months'  credit,  equivalent  to  about  20  krans 
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cash.  For  natural  unfaced  or  fnced  there  is  no  demand,  but. 
coloured  after  the  China  style,  in  India  known  as  Bombay  tea,, 
would  find  ready  sale  if  not  too  expensive.  Heavy  soapstoned 
greens  are  rejected  at  once. 

3.  White  or  Silver  tipped  Tea,  known  here  as  "Lamsa,"  ia 
really  a  mixed  tea,  consisting  of  about  15  per  cent,  silver  tips  and 
about  85  per  cent,  uneven  orange  Pekoe  and  Pekoe  leaf,  and  cornea 
chiefyfrom  Java,  usually  packed  in  5-lb.  lead-lined  wooden 
boxes,  and  sells  here  at  40  krans  per  "mdn"  (7  lbs.),  with 
12  months'  credit,  which  is  equivalent  to  about  35  krans  cash. 
Those  with  more  white  tips  fetch  slightly  better  rates,  but  the 
demand  is  very  limited. 

At  present  Nos.  1  and  2  would  find  ready  sale  for  fairly  large 
quantities.  No.  3  would  find  buyers,  but  for  a  small  consign- 
ment. 

Bengal  iTuligo,  for  which  there  is  little  demand,  sells  at 
80  krans  per  Meshed  *'  man  "  (6^  lbs.),  with  15  months'  credit. 

Punjaub  indigo  comes  from  Multan  and  Khairpur,  and  sella 
according  to  quality  at  30,  24,  20  and  17  krans  per  Meshed 
'*man"  (6^  lbs.),  bearing  20,  15,  15  and  10  months'  credit 
respectively. 

Sheeting, — British  and  Indian,  17  to  20  krans  per  piece  of 
24  yards. 

Longcloth,  bleached. — Known  in  Persia  as  "jaddai"  or 
"jaddagi'  or  "chilwari."  Prima  brand  and  No.  7  in  demand 
in  Persia  owing  to  their  cheapness,  and  at  present  selling 
at  35  krans  for  Prima  and  No.  7  at  32  krans  per  piece  of  40  to 
42  yards. 

Longcloth,  unbleached. — Known  in  Persia  as  "mitkdl"  or 
"  Nashur."  Those  of  24  yards  per  piece  sell  at  19  to  21  krans, 
and  those  of  37  and  38  yards  per  piece  at  28  to  32  krans. 

Other  piece-goods. — Broadcloths,  serges,  cashmeres  and  flannels^ 
&c.  Colours,  black  or  sombre  preferred.  Some  striped  trouserings 
are  also  used,  but  very  little  checks.  Bates  8  to  25  krans  per 
yard,  according  to  quality,  find  fairly  ready  sale,  but  the  more 
expensive  kinds  sell  slowly. 

Cotton  yam  and  tumt. — There  is  more  demand  for  twist  than 
for  yam. 

Tarn. — ^The  Pei-sians  call  it  "  yakla."  White  No,  20,  weighing 
9  lbs.,  20  krans  per  bundle ;  coloured  yam.  No.  20,  bundle  weighing 
4  J  lbs.  at  16  krans  per  bundle. 

Tvyist,  called  by  the  Persians  "  duUa,"  only  white,  selling  at 
28  to  32  krans  per  No.  30  bundle,  weighing  9  lbs.,  in  great  demand 
t  present 

Coffee  (Persian  "  kahyah  "). 

Berries  preferred  to'  ground,  and  sold  at  10  to  13  krans  per 
Meshed  "man"  (6 i  lbs.). 

Pepper  Persian,  "filfil";  Indian,  "kali  mirch").  Rate  17  to 
18  krans  per  Meshed  "  man  "  (6i  lbs.). 

Cinnamon  (Persian  and  Indian,  "  darchin  ").  Bate  16  krans 
per  Meshed  "  man  '*  (6  J  lbs.). 
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Cloves  (Persian,  "karanfal";  Indian,  "loung").  Rate  12  to 
15  krans  per  Meshed  "  mdn  "  (6i  lbs.). 

Cardamoms  (Persian,  "  hail "  ;  Indian,  ilaichi ").  Rate  50  to 
90  krans  per  Meshed  **  m&n  "  (6^  lbs.)  according  to  quality. 

Nutmeg  (Persian,  "janz-buya";  Indian,  "jaifal").  Rate  30 
krans  per  Meshed  "mdn  "  (6  J  lbs.). 

Ginger  (Persian,  "zanzabil";  Indian,  "south"  or  "small"). 
Rate  10  krans  per  Meshed  "man"  (6^  lbs.). 

Twmuric  (Persian,  "  zard-chuba  " ;  Indian,  "haldi").  Rate 
7  krans  per  Meshed  "  mdn  "  (6^  lbs.). 

Sugar  (Persian,  "shakar";  Indian,  "chini").  Present  rate 
^  krans  per  Meshed  "  man  "  (6 J  lbs.). 

Sugary  loaf  (Persian    and    Indian,   "kaud").      Present  rate  imported  inio 
4^^  krans  per  Meshed  "  man  "  (6 J  Iba).  Mwlwd  from 

Candles  (Persian,  "sham";  Indian,  "batti").     One   case   of*""^ 
^0  packets  (each  packet  weighs  about  14  ounces  and  contains 
4  to  10  candles)  sells  for  15  to  16  tumans,  or  about  2  krans  a 
packet. 

Kerosene  oil  (Persian  "naft").  Present  rate  approximately 
About  25  tumans  per  kharwar,  or  2\  krans  per  Meshed  "  man " 
(6i  lbs.). 

Unbleached  longcloth  (Persian,  "  mitkal ").  Rate,  }  to  1  kran 
per  Persian  "  zar"  (41  inches). 

Muslin  (Indian,  "  khasa  ").  Rate,  J  to  f  kran  per  "  zar  "  (41 
inches). 

Chintzes  (Persian  and  Indian,  "  chit ").  Rate,  ^^  to  1  kran  per 
'*  zar  "  (41  inches). 

Broadcloth  (Persian,  "  mahiit "  ;  Indian,  "  bandt ").  Rate  8  to 
25  krans  per  "  zar  "  (41  inches). 

Iron,  20  to  25  tumans  per  kharwar,  or  2  to  2^  krans  per 
Meshed  "min"  (6  J  lbs.). 

Iron  sheets,  30  tumans  per  kharwar  (100  "  mans  "),  or  3  krans 
per  Meshed  "  man  "  (6  J  lbs.). 

Steel,  30  to  35  tumans  per  kharwar  (100  "mans"),  or  3  to  3J 
krans  per  Meshed  "  mdn  "  (6^  lbs.). 

Matches  (safety),  26  to  27  krans  per  case  of  1,000  match  boxes, 
or  under  1^  piils  each. 

Opium  (Persian,  "  tarydk  " ;  Indian,  "  af  yrin  "),  **  lula  "  or  stick.  Exported  to 
15  to  20  tumans  per  Meshed  "  mdn"  (6i  lbs.).  S'^^li^'* 

"  Chuna,"  or  cakes,  15  tumans  per  Meshed  "  mdn  "  (6J  lbs.).       ^••*"«*- 

"  Shira,"  or  unprepared,  10  to  12  tumans  per  Meshed  "  man  " 
(6i  lbs.). 

Wool. — **  Paizi"  or  autumn  crop,  65  to  70  tumans  per  kharwar.  Exported  lo 
or  6  J  to  7  krans  per  Meshed  "  man  "  (6^  lbs.).  nSS^i?^"' 

"  Bahari "  or  spring  crop,  at  55  to  58  tumans  per  kharwar    ** 
(100  "m4ns"),  or  5^  to  5j-  krans  per  Meshed  "mdn  "(6J  lbs.). 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Sistan  and  Kain  during  the  Year  1901-02, 
hy  Major  R.  A,  E,  Benn,  H,BM!s  Conmd  at  Sistan, 

1.  The  figures  contained  in  this,  the  firet  trade  report  that  has 
been  compiled  since  the  establishment  of  a  British  Vice-Con- 
sulate in  Sistan,  were  obtained — with  the  exception  of  those  for 
Kain — from  the  records  of  the  Persian  Customs  Department, 
through  the  kindness  of  their  Belgian  Director  in  Sistan. 

Owing,  however,  to  the  fact  that  for  three  months  of  the  year 
(April,  May,  July),  the  Customs  Department  in  Sistan  was  not 
under  direct  European  supervision,  the  records  were  systemati- 
cally kept  for  only  9  out  of  the  12  months  under  re\'iew. 

The  figures  furnished  from  Birjand  must  be  regarded  as  only 
approximately  correct.  The  same  facilities  for  obtaining  statistical 
information  were  not  forthcoming  there  as  in  Sistan,  and  the 
returns,  though  prepared  from  the  most  reliable  sources  available, 
are  wanting  in  detail  and  accuracy. 

The  records  of  the  Customs  Department  being  kept  in  the 
Persian  currency,  the  figures  in  this  report  have  been  converted 
into  the  Indian  and  English  currency  at  the  average  rate  of  ex- 
change for  the  year,  viz.:  350  krans  equal  100  rs.,  15  rs. 
equal  11. 

2.  It  is  necessary  to  preface  this  report  with  the  remark  that 
Sistan  can  in  no  way  be  considered  a  large  trading  centre.  It 
can  at  present  support  a  small  local  import  and  export  trade  only. 
The  inhabitants  being  mostly  of  the  agricultural  class,  cheapness 
rather  than  quality  is  looked  for,  and  ready  money  is  very  scarce. 
Birjand,  the  capital  of  the  Kainat,  has  a  much  larger  import  and 
export  market,  and  a  wealthier  trading  community. 

Sistan  derives  its  importance  commercially  from  the  fact  that 
it  is  the  chief  distributing  centre  for  the  larger  and  more  opulent 
markets  of  the  Kainat,  Khorassan  and  the  Afghan  frontier  towns, 
and  from  the  fact  that  it  is  the  main  customs  station  for  goods 
entering  Eastern  Persia. 

3.  There  are  but  two  main  trade  routes  from  India  by  which 
goods  are  imported  into  Sistan  and  Kain,  viz.,  (1)  the  Quteta- 
Nushki  route,  (2)  the  Persian  Gulf  route  vi4  Bundar  Abbas. 
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Calculated  on  the  statistics  contained  in  this  report,  51  per 
cent,  of  the  total  import  and  export  trade  of  Sistan  and  Kain  for 
the  year  1901-02  passed  by  the  Bundar  Abbas  route,  while  49 
per  cent,  passed  by  the  Quetta-Nushki  route,  thus  giving  a  slight 
balance  of  2  per  cent  in  favour  of  the  Bundar  Abbas  route.  But 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  Birjand  figures  are  not  reliable, 
are  founded  on  native  sources  of  information,  and,  therefore, 
perhaps,  somewhat  exaggerated.  In  any  case  the  percentage  in 
favour  of  the  Bundar-Abbas  route  is  very  slight.  It  may  be 
attributed  to  two  main  causes,  force  of  habit  and  the  new  customs 
regulations.  It  is  not  easy  to  get  an  Asiatic  out  of  a  groove. 
The  Persian  of  Sistan  and  Kain  has  for  years  been  using  the 
Bundar  Abbas  route,  and  though  he  loves  novelty  in  almost  every 
other  respect,  when  it  comes  to  leaving  a  beaten  track  and  his 
own  country,  he  hesitates  to  take  the  step.  The  Bundar  Abbas 
route  does  not  take  him  out  of  his  native  land. 

The  new  customs  organisation  and  the  strict  control  exercised 
thereby  over  the  movements  of  traders  were  resented  by  the 
Persian  trading  community  generally,  who  were  unable  to  under- 
stand what  they  regarded  as  an  innovation.  By  using  the  Bundar 
Abbas  route  the  Persian  trader  avoids  having  any  direct  monetary 
dealings  with  the  officials  of  the  Customs  Department,  for  his 
business  transactions  with  Bundar  Abbas  are  conducted  through 
the  medium  of  a  broker,  who  includes  all  customs  charges  in  his 
bill.  Although  this  plan  must  cost  the  Persian  trader  dearer,  yet 
he  apparently  prefers  it.  If  he  would  use  the  Nushki  route  he 
must  pass  through  the  custom-house  here  and  pay  cash  before 
he  can  start. 

Again,  the  Persian  merchants  who  trade  by  the  Bundar  Abbas 
route  generally  own  their  own  camel  transport.  An  idea,  which 
it  seems  difficult  to  disabuse  their  minds  of,  still  exists  among 
them  that,  if  they  went  to  Quetta,  their  animals  might  be  im- 
pressed for  Government  service  elsewhere,  and  this  idea  probably 
acts  as  a  deterrent  with  many. 

As  regards  facilities  for  travelling,  the  two  routes  cannot,  as 
far  as  I  am  aware,  be  compared.  The  Nushki  route  is  now  pro- 
vided with  rest-houses  and,  I  understand,  with  good  wells  at 
every  stage,  while  it  is  possible  to  travel  on  it  with  the  utmost 
safety.  The  Bundar  Abbas  route  cannot,  it  is  said,  yet  claim 
these  advantages. 

As  regards  cost  of  transport  on  the  two  routes,  which  are 
about  the  same  in  length,  camel  hire  from  Quetta  to  Sistan 
during  the  year  averaged  5  rs.  (6s.  8d,)  per  Indian  maund  (80  lbs.). 
From  Sistan  to  Birjand  camel  hire  averaged  2  rs.  8  a.  (3*.  4rf.)  per 
Indian  maund.  This  makes  a  total  of  lOs.  per  Indian  maund  from 
Quetta  to  Birjand.  From  Bundar  Abbas  to  Birjand  the  cost  of 
transport  averaged  about  5  rs.  8  a.  (7s.  4d.)  per  Indian  maund,  so 
that  the  latter  route  would  appear  to  hold  an  advantage  as  regards 
cost  of  transport.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  no  fixed  rate 
exists  either  here  or  in  Birjand,  and  the  cost  of  transport  is 
invariably  a  matter  of  bargaining. 
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The  use  of  the  Birjand  route  is  confined  ahnost  entirely  to 
Persian  traders,  but  the  experience  of  the  past  year  should 
prove  a  deterrent  to  many,  for  over  500  camels  are  said  to  have 
succumbed  to  the  hardships  of  this  route  during  the  past  trading 
season.  It  is  hoped  that  with  patience,  and  as  they  gradually 
become  accustomed  to  the  benefits  of  a  well  organised  Customs 
Department,  the  Persian  merchants  will  be  more  ready  to  patronise 
the  Quetta-Nuahki  route. 

British  Indian  merchants  in  Sistan  and  Kain  used  the  Nushki 
route  only;  they  readily  fell  in  with  the  new  customs  regula- 
tions. 

The  import  trade  of  Sistan  consists  of:  (1)  merchandise  from 
India ;  (2)  merchandise  from  Meshed  (mostly  Eussian  goods) ;  (3) 
merchandise  from  Afghanistan. 

Of  the  total  imports  into  Sistan  90  per  cent.*  came  from  India, 
7  per  cent,  from  Meshed  and  3  per  cent,  from  Afghanistan. 

Again,  of  the  total  imports  to  Sistan,  40  per  cent,  (of  which 
about  three-fourths  were  Indian  goods)  remained  in  Sistan,  while 
60  per  cent  passed  through  for  the  Khorassan  markets. 

The  import  trade  of  Sistan  is  confined  to  articles  of  low 
price.  Only  the  local  ofiBcials  and  a  few  headmen  of  villages  have 
money  to  spend  on  expensive  articles.  The  latter  command  a 
better  sale  in  Birjand.  Barter  still  exists  in  Sistan,  and  business 
transactions  on  a  large  scale  do  not  exist  among  local  merchants. 
More  business  appears  to  be  done  with  Afghan  merchants  than 
with  the  Sistanis  themselves.  The  system  of  long  credit,  preva* 
lent  all  over  Pei-sia,  is  also  demanded  here. 

A  system  of  trade  known  as  "  dast-farosh "  is  very  popular 
here  among  British  Indian  merchants.  It  is  a  system  of  hawking 
on  a  superior  scale.  A  certain  amount  of  merchandise  is  entrusted 
to  a  village  trader,  who  visits  all  the  neighbouring  villages  in 
turn  and  receives  a  commission  on  his  sales. 

Even  the  hawker's  wife  enters  into  the  arrangement,  and  in 
this  way  a  great  deal  of  merchandise,  which  would  not  otherwise 
find  a  sale,  reaches  the  anderun  or  female  apartments  of  local 
notables. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  in  the  accompanying  tables  to 
classify  the  Indian  imports  according  to  their  selling  capacity  in 
Sistan,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  form  a  useful  guide  to  in- 
tending Indian  or  other  traders  desirous  of  coming  to  Sistan. 
The  following  remai'ks  are  now  offered  on  the  different  im- 
ports : — 

Of  cotton  and  woollen  goods  Turkey  reds,  longcloth  (known 
as  "jadgi"  and  of  three  kinds),  coloured  cotton  prints,  nain- 
sook, coloured  handkerchiefs,  command  an  extensive  and  ready 
sale. 

Of  coloured  cotton  prints  that  known  as  "  gagarah  '*  (yellow 
flowers  on  a  red  ground)  is  sold  as  fast  as  it  can  be  imported. 

A  good  deal  of  Bussian  coloured  prints  is  sold  in  Sistan.     Its 

*  70  per  cent,  cvne  by  Kushki  route,  iO  per  cent.  e»me  by  tbe  Bandar  Abbw 
route. 
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colour  is  said  to  be  more  permanent,  and  it  is  certainly  popular. 
The  Indian  prints,  however,  easily  hold  their  own,  and  the  Sistani 
buys  the  Bussian  print  probably  more  from  force  of  habit  than 
anything  else.  The  Sistani  has  not  yet  had  time  to  test  the 
Indian  article  properly.  If  our  prints  could  be  made  a  little 
stouter  in  quality  and  of  a  more  permanent  colour  they  would 
command  an  enormous  sale.  The  prices  of  the  British  and  Bussian 
prints  are  about  the  same. 

Handkerchiefs  command  an  enormous  sale,  provided  they  are  Handker- 
not  less  than  1  yard  square  and  are  coloured.  chiefs. 

All  kinds  of  enamelware  are  in  demand  except  articles  of  Enamelware. 
household   furniture.    Enamel   drinking   mugs,  if  of  small  size, 
command  no  sale  whatever.     Oval-shaped  large  flat  dishes  are 
much  sought  after. 

Both  black  and  green  tea  command  a  sale.    About  four-fifths  Tea. 
of  the  tea  imported  was  black.    Black  tea  is  consumed  locally, 
and  green  is  exported  to  Afghan  territory.    White  tipped  tea 
called  "  Lumsai "  is  the  favourite. 

Only  the  cheap  quality  of  indigo  is  used  in  Sistan.  Although  Indigo. 
it  is  imiversally  used,  our  merchants  find  very  little  sale  for  it, 
and  have  given  up  importing  it  to  a  large  extent  for  local  use. 
The  reason  is  that  the  Sistani  dyers,  who  own  their  own  transport, 
generally  go  themselves  to  Sukker  or  Multan  to  fetch  it.  As 
often  as  not  they  evade  the  customs  by  using  the  Afghan  route, 
and  can  thus  easily  undersell  our  merchants  on  their  return  to 
Sistan. 

Loaf  sugar  is  in  universal  demand.    Three  kinds  are  imported.  Sugar, 
viz.,  French,  Au8tix)-Hungarian  and  Bussiiskn.     The  first  named 
comes  almost  entirely  from  India  vi&  Bundar  Abbas,  the  Austro^ 
Hungarian  vift  Quetta  and  the  Bussian  from  Meshed. 

The  French  sugar  is  the  more  popular.  Crystallised  sugar 
from  India  is  also  in  demand.  Sugar  candy  (Kusa  misri) 
commands  a  fair  sale.  It  is  used  a  great  deal  by  opium  smokers 
and  sweetmeat  makers. 

Stationery,  cheap  quality  only  in  demand.     German  make  of  stationery, 
different  colour  is  preferred. 

Black  pepper,  cinnamon  and  "  haldi "  (turmeric),  have  more  Spicet. 
sale  than  other  spices. 

Leather  goods  such  as  black  shoes  of  cheap  quality  and  ammu-  Leather 
nition  boots  are  sold.     No  demand  for  British  saddlery.  8<^<^- 

Iron  in  rods  about  ^  inch  square  is  extensively  used  for  making  Metals, 
horse  shoes. 

Swedish  and  Japanese  sulphur  matches  command  a  very  exten*  Hatchet, 
sive  sala 

Egyptian  cigarettes  of  cheap  quality  sell  better  tlian  American  Toba^oo. 
and  British.    Cigarette  tobacco  and  papers  command  a  good  sale. 

Watches  (cheap  quality  only),  oilmen's  stores,  snufi^,  cutlery,  Mis  •clianeous* 
lungis,  candles,  bone  buttons,  old  uniforms  and  clothes,  Indian  rice 
and  American  oil  command    only  a  moderate   sale.     Bussian 
kerosene  oil  from  Meshed  is  universally  used     It  sells  here  at 
9  krans  (3a.  5d,)  per  Sistani  mdn  (13  lbs.). 
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The  total  value  of  Eussian  goods  imported  into  Sistan  was 
22,143r.  or  about  1,476/. 

The  chief  exports  of  Sistan  produce  are : — Ghi,  wool,  feathers,, 
asafoetida,  melon  seeds,  cotton. 

From  the  statistics  of  the  customs  department  91  per  cent,  of  the 
total  exports  went  to  India  by  the  Nushki  route.  Of  these  exports 
only  30  per  cent,  were  local  produce ;  and  of  this  local  produce 
90  per  cent,  was  ghi  (clarified  butter). 

The  other  (non-local)  exports  (70  per  cent.)  merely  passed 
through  Sistan  from  Meshed  and  other  places,  and  consisted  mainly 
of  horses,  mules,  silks.  A  small  quantity  of  Eussian  mole-skin 
cloth  called  "  Chikan  Mahout "  was  exported  to  India,  being  taken 
there  by  camel  men  and  not  by  local  traders. 

The  main  industry  of  Sistan  is  the  manufacture  of  ghi.  It  is 
produced  locally  in  the  following  districts : — (1)  Miankangi  and 
Sistan  proper,  (2)  Lower  Sistan,  (3)  Naizar.  It  is  also  imported 
from  the  region  south  of  Sistan  and  the  Sarhad,  and  from  Afghan 
teiTitory. 

Miankangi  lies  to  the  north  and  east  of  Sistan ;  Lower  Sistan 
to  the  south-east ;  and  the  Naizar  north-west  of  Sistan. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  total  amount  of  ghi  capable  of  being 
produced  locally  is  32,866  Indian  maunds,  or  about  1,174  tons. 
This  estimate  is  based  on  the  total  number  of  sheep  and  cows  in 
Sistan,  which  again  has  been  calculated  from  the  amount  of  grazing 
tax  paid  annually  to  the  local  Government.  This  is  exclusive  of 
the  ghi  imported  into  Sistan,  which  is  estimated  at  about  536  tons. 

The  price  of  ghi  varies  according  to  the  time  of  the  year  it  is 
bought.  The  most-favoured  time  to  buy  is  in  May.  Money  is 
advanced  freely  here  by  local  traders  for  the  purchase  of  ghi 
months  beforehand.  The  buying  price  of  ghi  for  the  year  under 
report  was  from  8  to  12  krans  (2  rs.  4  a.  to  3  rs.  7  a.)  per  Sistani 
man  (13  lbs.)  or  about  3d,  to  4rf.  a  lb. 

Ghi  is  exported  to  Quetta,  Bundar  Abbas,  Kirman  and  Kain. 

The  months  of  April  and  October  are  the  best  for  buying  wool. 
In  April  the  flocks  leave  Sistan  for  the  hills ;  in  October  they 
return.  The  amount  of  wool  capable  of  being  produced  in  Sistan 
is  estimated  at  1,339  tons.  This  is  based  on  the  number  of  sheep 
(said  to  be  404,000)  which  pay  grazing  tax  annually.  The  price 
of  wool  locally  varies  from  9s.  4rf.  to  1/.  17a.  4d.  per  cwt.  The 
Sistan  wind  fills  the  local  wool  with  a  great  quantity  of  dirt,  and 
it  requires  much  cleaning. 

The  Sistan  feathers  are  much  sought  after  and  command  a  good 
price  in  .Meshed  and  other  parts  of  Persia.  The  trade  is  in  the 
hands  of  certain  Sayads,  who  lease  the  Naizar,  or  reed  swamps,  to 
the  north-west  of  Sistan,  which  in  the  winter  months  abound  in 
\dld  fowl.  There  are  two  qualities,  viz.,  the  picked  and  unpicked. 
The  latter  quality  contains  much  dirt  and  large  and  small  feathers 
are  mixed  together.  The  former  consist  of  down  and  the  finer 
feathers. 

Melon  seeds,  are  exported  in  large  quantities  to  Kirman. 

As  stated  above,  there  is  not  much  opening  for  trade  on  a  large 
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scale  in  Sistan  itself.  The  small  Indian  trader,  however,  does,  a 
lucrative  business.  There  are  already  six  Indian  merchants  in 
Sistan.  A  year  ago  there  was  but  one.  Three  of  these  merchants 
have  already  acquired  land  and  built  their  own  shops.  All,  except 
two,  act  as  agents  for  their  head  firms  in  Meshed  and  Birjand.  One 
merchant  has  built  a  line  of  six  shops,  with  a  travellers'  caravanserai 
attached,  on  the  best  site  in  Sistan.  These  shops  will  be  available 
for  hire.  A  firm  of  Shikarpuri  Hindus  also  exists  and  are  doing 
a  prosperous  trade.  They  have  built  their  own  shop,  and  a  small 
guest-house.  The  above  facts  are  brought  to  notice  to  show  that 
every  facility  exists  for  the  Indian  trader,  no  matter  what  his  caste 
may  be,  to  come  to  Sistan.  He  has  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
desert  country  now  bridged  over  by  the  Nushki  route,  and  when 
he  reaches  Sistan  he  will  find  a  community  of  his  fellow  and  caste 
countrymen  to  give  him  a  welcome.  The  idea  that  Sistan  is  a  place 
to  be  avoided  on  account  of  its  lack  of  civilised  institutions,  is  one 
which  has  no  doubt  acted  hitherto  as  a  deterrent  to  Indian  traders. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  above  remarks  may  tend  to  disabuse  their 
minds  of  this  idea. 

The  Indian  trader,  however,  at  present  works  at  a  slight  dis-  i^''*<»iiti«»  *» 
advantage  in  Sistan.     In  spite  of  the  excellent  organisation  of  the  tSewtenolT*^ 
customs  department,  the  Sistan  trader  seems  to  be  able  to  evade  from  SistAn. 
the  customs  cordon  on  the  Afghan-Sistan  border  to  the  north-east 
of  Sistan,  and  to  pass  ^y  a  shorter  route  through  Afghan  territory 
to  Nushki.     He  returns  by  the  same  way.    The  Indian  merchant 
passing  by  the  prescribed  route  pays  import  and  export  dues.     In 
addition  to  this  the  Sistani  generally  owns  his  own  transport  and 
has  no  cost  of  transport  to  pay.    There  is  every  hope,  however, 
that  with  the  rapid  development  of  the  customs  organisation  the 
Sistan  trader  will  soon  find  himself  deprived  of  this  advantaga 

It  is  difficult  to  get  camel  transport  to  Sistan,  and  mules  do 
not  exist. 

The  local  camel,  obtainable  in  small  numbers  only,  is  the  small 
Baluchi  type,  which  carries  an  average  weight  of  3^  Indian  maunds 
(280  lbs.> 

Caravans  from  India,  therefore,  destined  for  Khorassan  should, 
if  possible,  engage  Quetta  camels  for  the  through  journey  and  not 
rely  on  a  change  of  transport  in  Sistan.  The  latter  also,  if  pro- 
curable, would  mean  adjusting  the  5  maund  load  of  the  Indian 
camel  to  suit  the  smaller  and  inferior  Baluchi  animal.  In  the 
Kainat  it  is  easier  to  get  transport.  It  is  also  easier  to  obtain 
transport  in  the  spring  and  autumn  than  in  the  summer  and 
winter  for  the  Elhorassan  markets. 

The  climate  of  Sistan  is  dry  and  healthy.  The  heat  in  the  CUmate. 
sunmier  is  often  terrific ;  but  is  generally  tempered  by  the  Sistan 
wind,  which  blows  for  120  days.  The  hot  weather  lasts  from  May 
till  the  middle  of  September.  The  hottest  months  are  generally 
May  and  September.  The  admirable  qualities  of  the  drinking 
water  of  Sistan,  which  comes  from  the  Helmund  River,  are 
renowned  Good  drinking  water  can  also  generally  be  found 
10  feet  below  the  surface  ofthe  ground. 

(197)  0 
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In  the  winter  the  climate  is  bracing  and  cold.    Last  winter  tha 
thermometer  once  fell  to  zero ;  but  this  is  said  to  be  exceptional 
Yet  among  the  ruined  towns  in  the  vicinity  traces  of  ancient  ice- 
pits  are  to  be  seen. 
"Wagef.  The  Sistani  is  a  very  good  labourer.    Before  the  advent  of 

European  Consulates  in  Sistan,  no  fixed  scale  of  wages  existed. 
The  scale  of  wages  now  obtaining  is :  for  labourers,  adults,  6  shahis 
(or  about  Sd,  per  day) ;  for  masons  and  skilled  workmen,  2  to 
4  krans  (or  about  9d,  to  Is.  M.),  Boys  are  paid  somewhat  less. 
Brickmakers  charge  from  IJ  to  2  krans  (or  about  7d.  to  9rf.)  per 
1,000  sun-dried  bricks.  Bmlding  with  sun-dried  bricks  is  cheap, 
and  in  summer  a  labourer  works  &om  8  to  9  hours  a  day. 

Land  can  be  purchased  without  difficulty.    The  present  price 
is  5  krans  (Is.  lOd)  per  Persian  zireh  (about  41  inches). 
.Agriculture.  Land  in  Sistan  is  the  property  of  the  Crown.      The  local 

governors  appoint  Katkhudas  or  heaclmen  of  villages,  who  pay 
certain  sums  of  money  for  the  appointment.  The  land  of  each 
village  is  divided  into  "pagaos/*  The  land  which  can  be  ploughed 
by  two  oxen  in  a  year  is  called  a  "  pagao."  The  distribution  of 
"  pagios  "  among  the  villagers  rests  with  the  Katkhuda. 

The  following  crops  are  produced  in  Sistan:  wheat,  barley, 
mash  (a  kind  of  dal),  jowari  (maize),  cotton,  opium,  tobacco, 
melons. 

Wheat,  barley  and  opium  are  sown  from  about  the  end  of 
August  to  October.  Barley  and  opium  •are  reaped  about  the 
beginning  of  April  and  wheat  about  the  end  of  that  month. 
Cotton  is  sown  in  the  beginning  of  June  and  reaped  in  the 
beginning  of  September. 

The  output  of  wheat  to  barley  is  about  2  to  1. 

The  surplus  grain  is  exported  to  the  following  places :  Kain, 
Sarhad,  Narmashir  and  Kirman.  The  other  local  crops  are 
generally  consumed  locally  with  the  exception  of  melon  seeds, 
which  command  a  good  price  in  Kirman. 

The  "  threshing-floor  "  is  divided  as  under :  Government  sheure 
one-third,  cultivator's  two-thirds. 

The  cultivator  has  to  give  a  certain  amount  of  his  share  to  the 
following:  headman  of  village,  patwari,  crop- watchers,  corn- 
thresher,  governor's  agent,  ironsmith,  carpenters,  &c. 

The  approximate  revenue  of  Sistan  for  the  past  year  is  said  ta 
have  been  65,000  tumans  (or  about  107,620/.). 
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Perinaund(80lb8.) 
Eaoli 

Yalue. 

Articles.        . 

Indian 
Currency. 

Sterling. 

Barlej       ••         .,.        •• 

Wheat       

Flour        

FowiB        

Sheep        

Bff.    a. 
0    10 

0  15 

1  8 
a  to  4  a. 

8      8 

to 
6      8 

«.  d. 

0  10 

1  8 
a   0 

2d.  to  id. 
4    8 

to 
7    4 

•  About  l^d,  for  5  lbs. 

Blacksmiths,  carpenters,  weayers,  potters,  shoemakers,  Numdah  Tradat  and 
hat-makers,  dyers,  mat-makers,  &a,  are  to  be  found  in  Sistan ;  but  manufaoturei, 
their  work  is  of  a  somewhat  crude  type. 

Weavers  are  of  two  kinds,  viz.,  carpet  weavers,  who  are 
generally  Baluchi  women,  and  coarse-cloth  weavers,  who  are 
Sistairis  proper.  The  number  of  carpets  made  in  Sistan  annually 
is  stated  to  be  about  6,000.  They  are  of  a  much  coarser  quality 
than  the  Birjand  and  Meshed  carpets. 

There  are  very  few  permanent  shoemakers  in  Sistan.  Those 
to  be  found  are  generally  itinerant  Kainis. 

The   Persian   Customs   Department  in    Sistan   came    under  The  Peniaa 
European  supervision  in  May,  1901,  The  application  of  the  general  Customi 
fixed  tariff,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  all  imports  and  *'*P***°*«'^** 
exports,  did  not  find  favour  with  the  Sistani  traders,  with. whom 
anything  in  the  way  of  supervision  and  organisation  was  entirely 
new,  wh^e  the  payment  of  an  import  as  well  as  an  export  duty  was 
regarded  as  a  distinct  injustice.    To  a  certain  extent  this  feeling 
prevented  many  local  Sistani  traders  from  going  to  Quetta.    Our 
Indian  merchants  very  soon  fell  in  with  the  new  arrangements. 
All  customs  dues  have  to  be  paid  and  origipal  invoices  produced 
in  Sistan  at  the  capital  Nasratabad.    No  verification  or  payment 
of  du^es  is  demanded  before  reachii^  the  capital.    Caravans  are 
escorted  from  the  first  customs  post  on  leaving  British  territory 
as  taras  the  capital. 

The  importation  of  the  following  is  strictly  forbidden :  firearms, 
ammunition,  aniline  dyes,  books  or  photographs  of  an  obscene 
nature  . 

There  are  as  yet  no  Bussian  traders  in  Sistan,  though  a  few 
agents*  for  the  sale  of  Buissian  prints,  cloths,  sugar  and  ironware 
exiat  It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  tables  that  about 
7  l^r  cent,  of  the  goods  imported  into  Sistan  for  local  consumption 
were  Bussian  manufactures,  while  Indian  goods  imported  came  to 
about.'SO  per.cenL 

.Oi  the  Indian  mercfaaadiae  imported  into  Birjand,  60  per  cent.  Bi^and 
zeached  there  by  the  Bundar  Abbas  route,  while  only  II J  per  cent  *™P^  ^ 
"     (197)   .  c  3 
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Kmdil. 


came  by  the  Nusbki  route.  15^  per  cent  came  from  Meshed 
(mostly  Bussian  prints,  kerosene  oU,  mole-skin),  and  9  per  cent,* 
from  Afghanistan. 

Of  the  merchandise  exported  from  Birjand,  about  80  per  cent 
went  to  Meshed  (mostly  carpets,  Indian  cotton  (doth),  19  per  cent* 
went  to  India,  and  about  1  per  cent  to  Afghanistan.  Duiing  the 
year  under  review  the  import  and  export  trade  with  Afghanistan 
has  very  greatly  fallen  off.  This  is  said  to  have  been  due  to  the 
unwillingness  of  the  Afghan  traders  to  adopt  the  new  customs 
organisation. 

Ghi  is  produced  in  small  quantities  in  the  Kuinat,  mainly  in 
the  following  places  : — Julga-i-Tabbas,  Awaz,  Duroh  and  Lanoh. 
By  far  the  greater  amount  is  produced  from  the  Governor  of 
Birjand's  own  sheep. 

The  price  of  ghi  in  Birjand  was,  for  the  year  under  review, 
about. 20  rs.  per  Indian  maund  (80  lbs.),  or  4d.  per  lb. 

No  wool  is  allowed  to  be  exported  from  Kain,  it  being  all 
reserved  for  the  local  carpet  manufacture. 

Kandil  is  a  local  product  which  is  said  to  command  an  excel- 
lent sale  in  Karachi  It  is  a  kind  of  pitch  or  resinous  gum  much 
used  for  ships. 

Table  I. — Goons  Imported  into  Sistan   from   India   during  the 
Year  1901-02  via  Nushki-Sistan  Route. 


Articlef. 


Tea 

Cotton  printa 

Indigo  

MiBceUaneouf  •  • 

Spioes. .         ••         ••         *. 
Beadj.nukde  clothes,  old  and 

new  • 

Woollen  materials   . .         •  • 
Silk  materials  •  • 

Dressed  leather 
Tinned  stores,  for  Meshed  • . 

Iron,  in  bars 

Bioe   ..         ..         ..         •# 

China  ware     ••         •• 

Cigarettes,  dgars     •  • 

Coffee 

Candles         

Fomiture 

Xioaf  sugar    ..         ••         •. 

Dyes 

Watches,  clocks 

Snuff 

Pepper  ••         #•         #. 

Drugs.,         • 

Thread  

Total 


Value. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Krans. 
484^856 
186,873 
179,209 
104,494 

13,207 

11,661 

10,285 

7,741 

6,063 

6,651 

4,797 

3,813 

3,658 

3,267 

3,076 

2,397 

2,254 

1,784 

1,608 

822 

660 

136 

24 

36 


Indian 
Currency. 


Rupees. 

1,24,244 

63,392 

61,203 

29,865 

3,773 

3.332 

2,939 

2,212 

1,732 

1,616 

1,871 

1,089 

1,045 

981 

878 

685 

644 

610 

469 

236 

160 

89 

7 

10 


Sterling, 


8,283  0 

3,560  0 

8,413  0 

1,990  0 

262  0 


2,82,860 


222 

196 

147 

116 

108 

91 

73 

70 

62 

69 

46 

48 

34 

31 

16 

11 


2  10 
0  10 
0  13 


d. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 


18,826  18    4 


.  *  9  per  cent,  rik  Nushki,  10  per  oent.  riA  Bundar  Abbaf. 
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Table  II. — Gk)ODS  Imported  into  Sistan  from  India  during  the 
Year  1901-02  via  Bundar  Abbas. 


Value. 

Artiolef. 

Persian 
Currency. 

Indian 
Currency. 

Sterling. 

Ck)ttoii  prints  and  longdoth  . . 

Loaf  sugar       

Misoellaneous   •• 

Spioes 

Oandl68 

Tea        

Krans. 

187,600 

54,000 

20,000 

10,000 

7,000 

1,200 

Bupees. 

68,671 

16,429 

6,714    • 

2,867 

2,000 

843 

£ 
8,571 
1,029 

381 
•  190 

183 
28 

Total 

279,700 

79,914 

6,827 

Table  III. — GtoODS  Imported  into  Sistan  from  Afghanistan  during 
the  Year  1901-02. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Indian 
Currency. 


Sterling. 


Baw  cotton 

Ghi        

Camels   ..         .•         •• 
Dried  fruits       . .         •  • 

Bioe       

Wheat 

Baw  wool         •.         •• 

Horses 

8heep 

Cereals,  other  than  wheat 
Food-stuffs       •  •         .  • 
Drugs 

Total 


Tumans. 

10,660 

7,604 

4,870 

4,684 

4,425 

3,700 

2,340 

610 

600 

160 

80 

100 


Bupees. 

3,046 

2,172 

1,891 

1,327 

1,264 

1,057 

669 

174 

171 

48 

23 

29 


£ 

203 

145 

93 

88 

84 

70 

46 

12 

12 

8 

2 


89,828 


11,866 


769 


Table  IV. — ^Eussian  Groods  Imported  into  Sistan  from  Meshed 
during  the  Year  1901-02. 


^     Value.       . 

Articles. 

Persian 
Currency. 

Indian 
Currency. 

Sterling. 

Cotton  prints  and  Bussian  cloth 

Misoellaneous 

Loaf  sugar        

Cigarettes         

Tumans. 

47,500 

15,000 

10,000 

6,000 

Bupees. 

18,571 

4,286 

2,867 

1,429 

£ 

906 

286 

190 

95 

Total 

77,600 

22,148 

1,476 
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Table  V. — Goods  Exported  from  Sista^i  to  India  during  the  Year 
•11901-02  via  Nushki-Sistan  Eoute. 


Value. 

ArtielM.1 

Penian 

Indian 

Sterling. 

Cozrency. 

Onrrency. 

Tomans. 

Bupees. 

£ 

Silk        

71,484 

20^67 

W71 

Qhi       

61,960 

14,843 

989 

Hones 

83,940 

9,697 

646 

Mulas 

8,000 

2,311 

IM 

OarpeU 

3,782 

1,080 

72 

Dried  frnita 

2,911 

832 

56 

Wool 

1,600 

428 

29 

Total 

178,667 

49,758 

8,316 

Table  VL — Goods  Exported  from  Sistan  to  India  during  tbe  Year 
1901-02  via  Bundar  Abbas. 


Articlee. 

Number  of 
Camel  Loads. 

Value. 

Wool 

ahi         

160 
60 

£ 

}        587» 

*  No  accorate  statistics  arailable,  customs  does  baring  been  paid  at  Bundar 
Abbas. 


Table  VII. — Goods  Exported  from  Sistan  to  Afghanistan  during 
the  Year  1901-02. 


Value. 

Articles. 

Persian       1         Indian 
Cnmsnoy.     i      CurBen<^. 

Sterling. 

liTC  stock         

Cotton  prints 

Indigo 

Loaf  sugar        

Spices 

Krans. 

80 
525 
150 

70 

40 

150 
43 
20 
18 

£   #.  d. 

1  10    8 
10    0    0 

2  17    4 
16    8 
0  17    4 

T^tal         ^ 

866 

249 

16  12    0 

N0TB.^In  abore  tables,  860  krans  »  100  rs. ;  15  rs.  -  12.  sterling. 
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Table  I-^GooDS  Imported  iato  Birjand  from  ludia  during  the 
Year  1901-02^  vift  Nuabki-Sistwi  Eoute. 


AitiolM. 


Value. 


Penian 
Oumnoy. 


Indian 
Comnoy. 


Sterling 


Longdoth 
Calico    •• 
Coloured  prints 
Indigo    •  •         •  • 
Tea»  green  and  black 
Iron       •• 
Solder    •• 
Gardamom 
Cinnamon 
Black  pepper    • . 
Ginger  .. 
Turaaerio 


Krana. 


Bupeee. 


Total 


180,000 


61,428 


8,428 


Table  II. — ^GoODS  Imported  into  Birjand  from  India  daring  the 
Year  1901-02  vift  Bundar  Abbas  Eoute. 


Artidea. 


Vaiue. 


Persian 
Currency, 


Indian 
Currency. 


Sterling. 


Longdoth         •  • 

Calico    .. 

Turkey  red 

Coloured  prints 

Sugar     .  • 

Candles.. 

Indigo   •  •         •  • 

Iron  in  bars 

Caffee»  oimuunon,  &o. 

riea— 

White  tipped 
Black,  Calcutta 
Qreen,  Palumpur 
„     China 

Black  pepper    •• 

Spices  and  tunnflrio 


Dger 


Total 


Erans. 
51,000 
68,000 
20,000 

100,000 
60,000 
20,000 

1S0,0C0 
60,000 
76,000 

60,000 
30,000 
21,000 
46,000 
80,000 
87,800 
52^000 
60,000 


1,019,600 


Rupees. 
14,571 
19,428 

6,714 
28,571 
17,148 

6,714 
42,857 
17,148 
21,428 

H286 
8,671 
6,000 
12,867 
22,857 
25,000 
14,867 
14,286 


2,91,281 


971 
U96 

381 
1,904 
1,148 

381 
2,867 
1,143 
1,423 

962 
671 
400 
867 
1,624 
1,666 
990 
962 


19,416 
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Table  II{.*^ood8  Imported  into  Birjand  from  India  during  the 
Year  1901-02  vi&  Meshed. 


Value. 

Articles. 

Persian 
Currenoj. 

Indian 
Currency. 

Sterling. 

Eeroeene  oil 

Iron  in  Uure          

Coloured  prints  and  broaddotli. . 

Erans. 
120,000 
20,UC0 
40,000 
64r.O0O 

Bupees. 

84^285 

fr,7l4 

11,428 

18.286 

£ 
2,286 
881 
762     ' 
•  1,219 

Total 

244,000 

60^712 

••4,647 

Table  IV. — ^GoODS  Imported  into  Birjand  from  Afghanistan 
(Herat,  Anadarah,  Sistbzewar)  during  the  Year  1901-02. 


Articles. 


Ghi       .. 
Wool     .. 
Pistachio  nuts  . . 
Caraway  seeds,  black 
Opium  •• 
Skins,  &c. 


Value. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Indian 
Currency. 


Erans. 
80,000 
10,000 
10.000 
10,000 
24,000 
10.000 


Total* 


144,000 


Bupees. 
22,867 
2,867 
2,867 
2,867 
6,867 
2,867 


41,142 


Sterling. 


£ 

1,628 
190 
190 
190 
467 
190 


2,740 


*  These  figures  show  a  falling-off  as  compared  with  preyious  years. 

Table  V. — Goods  Exported  from  Birjand  to  India  vift  Nushki- 
Sistan  Route  during  the  Year  1901-02. 


• 

V/due. 

Articles. 

Persian 
Currency. 

Indian 
Currency. 

Sterling. 

Jujube,  almonds,  asafoetida, 
caraway  seeds,  pistachio  nuts, 
kandil  (pitch),  saifron 

Sash 

Erans. 

822,600 
62,160 

.      Bupees.  . 

.       9J.148 
14,903 

£ 

6,148 
998 

Totsl 

874,660 

1,07,046 

7,136 
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Table  VI.—Gk)ODS  Exported  from  Birjand  to  India   vifi  Bundar 
Abbas  during  the  Year  1901-02. 


Value. 

Articles. 

Persian 
Ourrenoj. 

Indian 
Ourrenej. 

Sterling. 

Saffron          

Aaafoetida 

Carawaj  seeds,  green 

Kanda'(pitch) 

Dried  fruits 

Pistftohio  nuts 

Krans. 

150,000 

200,000 

15.000 

10,000 

10,000 

12,300 

1,000 

Rupees. 

42,867 

57,!43 

4,285 

2,857 

2.867 

3,513 

285 

2,857 
3,810 
286 
190 
190 
234 
19 

Total      .. 

896,300 

1,13.797        1           7,686 

1 

Table  VII.— Goods  Exported  from  Birjand  to  Afghanistan 
during  the  Year  1901-02. 


Articles. 


Dates 

Red  djes  (Mujeth)      .. 

Chints 

Iron,   copper,    sugar,    spices, 

prints,      saffron,      jujubes, 

sirisk,  green  tea 

Total 


Value. 


Persian 
Currency. 


Indian 
Onrrenoy. 


Sterling. 


Ejrans. 

500 

1,000 

2,000 


20,000 


Rupees. 
143 
286 
671 

6,714 


£ 

9 

19 

38 


381 


23,500 


6,714 


447 


Table  VIIL — Goods  Exported  from  Birjand  to  Meshed  and 
Elsewhere  during  the  Year  1901-02. 


Articles. 


Oarpets 

Cotton 

Jajiibes 

Saffron 

Bharak  (warm  cloth) 

Native  shoes  .. 

Kurk  (cloth)  .. 

Wool 

Cows  and  sheep 

Total   .. 


Value. 


Persian    ,     Indian     I   g     j^ 
Currency.   ,  Currency.  I  * 


Whither  Exported. 


Krans. 

1,000,000 

800,000 

5,000 

100,000 

100.000 

4,000 

100,000 

10,000 

1,000,000 


Bupees. 

2,85,714 

2,28,571 

],428 

28,571 

28,571 

1,143 

28,571 

2,867 

2,85,714 


£ 

19,047 

16,238 

95 

1,904 

1,904 

76 

1,904 

190 

19,047 


Meshed 

Sabziwar 

Meehed 


and  Tehei*an 


Turbati  Haidert 
Khorassan,  Yeds,  &c. 


8,119,000    I  8,91,140  59,406 


(197) 
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8I8TAN  AND  KAIN. 


Table   showing  Total   Value  of  all   Articles   Imported  to  and 
Exported  from  Sistan  and  Kain  during  the  Tear  1901-02. 


ImporlB 
Exports 


Value. 


£ 
56,613» 
78,404t 


Total 


134,107 


I  per  cent,  came  from  India. 


t  75  per  cent,  went  to  Meshed. 


Table  showing  Imports  from   India  Classified  according  to  the 
Amount  of  Sale  they  Command  in  Sistan. 


Articles. 


Local  or 
Native  Name. 


Remarks. 


Class  I.— Bxtensiye  Bale  and 
always  in  Demand. 

Cotton  cloths — 

TnAeyred 

Longcloth  (bleached)  . . 
„         (unbleached) 

„         (fine) 
Coloured  prints 
TeUow     patterns    on    red 
ground 
Coloured  pocket  handkerchiefs 

(cotton) 
Unbleached  calico 
Nainsook  (white) 
Enamelware 


Matches    . . 
Su^rar  (loaf) 


Slices 


Class  II. — In  «(ood  Demand. 


Coloured  prints    . . 
Faced  doth,  tweeds 


Drill  (bleached)   .. 

,,     (unbleached)  • . 

„     (khaki)        ..  .. 
Striped  and  fancy  muslins 

Dimity  (unbleached)  •• 
Haberdashery 

Spices        ..         ••  •• 
Sugar  (crystallized) 

„       candy        ••  •• 


Halwan 
Jadgi 

ft      nashor 

Artishi 

Cheet 

Gagarrah 

Bumal . . 

Nim-satin 
Nainsook 


Ejind 


Q^nlnar  Q^ulbarri 
Knshmirah 

Zeen 


Doriah 

G-inti    . .         • . 

Dalchini 
I  Chunchun 
I  Nobat  or  Kussa 
Misri 


Unbleached  has  better  sale  than 
bleached 


Very  extensiTe  sale  of  this  par- 
ticular kind  (vide  Class  II) 

Bxtensive  sale,  but  must  not 
be  less  than  1  yard  square 

Cheap  quality 

Very  extensire  sale 

Tumblers  (large  size  only). 
Bowls  (not  less  than  19  inches 
in  circumference).  Flat  dishes 
(large  and  oval) 

Sulphur,  Tery  extensiye  sale 

In  4  lb.  loayes  (French  or 
Austrian) 

Especially  "  Haldi "  and  pepper 


White  or  yariegated  patterns 
on  black  or  red  grounds 

Plain  colours  ;  no  cheeks  i 
black,  blue  and  fawn  mort 
popular 


Only  the  unbleached  quality 


Much  used  by  opium  smokers 
and  sweetmeat  sellers 
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Table  showing  Imports  fi-om  India  Classified  according  to  the 
Amount  of  Sale  they  Command  in  Sistan — continued. 


Artaclee. 


Class  III.~GK>od  Demand,  but 
Sale  not  so  Bapid. 

Lining  cloth        

Merino 

Broadcloth  

Tea  (blacky  

„    (green)  

Ohinaware 

Stationerr..         

Oandlee,  Jampe 

Shoes,  boots         

Ammunition  boots  . .         • , 

Old  uniforms  and  clothes 

Iron  (rod  or  bar) 

Lungis      ..         , 

Class  IY.— Limited  Demand. 

Cotton  checks      . .         .  •         , , 
Sarcenet  (figured) 
„         (Italian) 
Silk  handkerchiefs 
Tobaceo,  cigarettes 

Snuff         

Cutlery     ,,  ,,  ,,         , 

Indigo       ..  ,,  ,,         , 

Watches 

Oilman's  stores,  biscuits.. 
Liinejuice,  pickles,  sauces 


Local  or 
Native  Name. 


Soof  .. 
Merinah 
Banat  .. 


Remarks. 


Black,  snuff  or  khaki  colour 
Light  ipreen  has  better  sale 
All  colours;    this  might  almost 

be  put  in  Class  II 
Pekoe  or  orange  Pekoe 
For  Afghaniston 
Small  cups  and   saucers:    not 

plain  white,  but  ornamented 

in  colours 
Cheap  quality 


•  • 

English  manufacture 

•  • 

Good  sale 

,  , 

Serge  or  white  drill 

•  • 

In  rods  i  inch  square  has  best 

sale 

•  • 

Cheap  quality  (no  gold) 

•  • 

If  double  width  good  sale 

Atlas    .. 

All  colours 

"Govemaet".. 

Known  as  "  govemaet " 

•  • 

Coloured  ones  only 

Cheap  Egyptian,  Wills',  Amen- 

NU 


In  small  quantities 
Of  all  sorts,  but  cheap  quality 
Cheapest  quality  only 
Cheap  quality 

SmaU  demand  only 
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Taule  showing  Imports  from  India  Classified  according   to  the 
Amount  of  Sale  they  Command  in  Birjand. 


Articles. 


Looal  or 
Natire  Name. 


Remarks. 


Class  I. — Extensive  Sale  and 
always  in  Demand. 

Longcloth 

Calico 

Mole-skins 


Jadfi^.. 

Nim-satin 


Tea,  black 


Iron 

Henna  .. 
Loaf  sugar 
Matches 


pices 


Class  II. — In  good  Demand. 

Torkej  reds 

Coloured  prints 

BriUs 

China  ware 

Stationery         

Lamps,  candles 

Bice 

Iron  in  rods     . . 

Velveto 

Copper 


Bleached  and  unbleached 

The  Russian  mole-skin,  called 
"  Chikan-mahout/*  has  an  ex- 
tensive  sale 

White-tipped  more  popular  than 
any  other  kind 

In  bars 

Best  quality 


Cheap  quality 


Class  III. — Command  a  good 
but  slower  Sule. 

Black  tea  

Green   „  

Indigo 

Coloured  handkerchiefs 
Vaoed  cloths,  tweeds  . . 
Linint;  cloth 

Khakidrill 

Merino  . .         • . 

Muslins.. 

Sarcenet 

Broadcloth 

Bnamel  ware  •• 
Boots  and  shoes 
Lunffis  •  •         •  • 

Saddlery  

Snuff 

Silk  goods         •• 

Cigarettes        


Class  IY. — Limited  Demand. 

Oilman's  stores 

Watches  

Old  uniforms  and  clothe:« 

Dimity 

Silk  handkerchiefs 

Cutlery 


Soof 
Merinali 


Plain  colours,  no  checks 


English  made 

Cawnpore  and:  English 
Good  quality 


(75     12  I  02— H  &  S     197) 
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Be/erence  to  previoits  Report,  Awnuai  Series  No.  2639. 


Beport  an  the  Trade  and  General  Condition  of  Peru  for  the  Year 

1901 

By  Mr.  Consul-General  St  John. 

(ReoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  May  7, 1902.) 

Complete  financial  statistics  are  not  yet  available  for  1901. 

In  the  year  ended  December,  1900,  the  revenue  amounted  to  ^*^««i6  and 
1,311,987/.,  and  the  expenditure  to  l,272,990i  The  national  •*i«°**'*^ 
balance  sheet  thus  showed  a  surplus  amounting  to  38,997/. 

Subjoined  is  a  statement  showing  the  income  of  the  country 
and  the  issues  of  the  several  State  departments  during  1900 : — 

Income. 


Aniount. 

Cuatomt 

Taxes           

Gk>Temment  notes 

Telegraph* 

P(Mt-offioe 

Varione  aouroes 

£ 

741,291 

471,982 

8,977 

5,215 

28,144 

61,878 

TMal 

1,811,987 

Expenditure. 


Amount. 

L^latire  power 

EzeontiTe 

Interior       • 

S'oreign  afflurs        •■         ••                   •• 
Jnstioe,  worship,  and  public  instruetion 

Finance  and  trade 

Warandmarine 

Public  works          

Snpplementaiy 

Surplus       

£ 

41,195 

7,678 

280,607 

49,594 
115,429 
888,541 
804,86S 

86,4ie 
104,26» 

88.997 

Total   .. 

1,$11,987 

(76) 
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The  estimates  for  1902  are  as  follows : 


Income 
Expenditure 


Amount. 


1,461,286 
1,538,768 


Intemsl 
debt. 

Commercial 
crisis. 


-Gold 
currency. 


The  above  estimates  show  that  there  will  be  a  deficit  amount- 
ing to  72,482/.,  which  will  be  met  by  the  reduction  of  certain 
items  of  expenditure. 

The  interest  on  the  internal  debt  is  paid  with  great  regularity, 
but  the  redemption  of  the  debt  has  not  yet  l«een  resumed. 

The  impulse  given  to  trade  since  1897,  tlie  stea»ly  development 
of  the  mining',  sugar,  aud  other  industries  which  had  taken  place 
during  that  period,  as  well  as  the  establishment  of  a  gold  standard 
which  placed  commercial  transactions  on  a  stable  basis,  had  led  to 
the  well-grourlded  belief  that  an  era  of  prosperity  was  opening, 
but  the  hopeful  anticipations  thus  entertained  have  not  been 
realised. 

The  three  principal  industries  in  the  country  have  been 
affected  to  such  an  extent  by  t)ie  heavy  fall  in  the  price  of  sugar, 
copper,  and  silver,  that  tJiis  depreciation  has  brought  about  a 
state  of  depression  which  is  felt  throughout  tlie  country.  How- 
ever, it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  severe  crisis  will  be  of  short 
duration. 

A  very  considerable  amount  of  capital  is  invesi/cd  in  the  sugar 
industry.  At  the  present  juncture  this  industry  is  in  a  precarious 
condition, -as  most  planters  can  hardly  produce  sugar  at  a  profit  at 
the  present  local  price  of  Gs.  per  quintal  of  100  lbs.  Unless  an 
improvement  should  take  place  at  an  early  date,  this  state  of 
affairs  may  lead  to  serious  consequences.  Within  an  extremely 
short  time  copi)er  fell  from  about  73/.  to  45/.  per  ton.  H«>wever, 
the  price  of  that  product  is  now  improving',  but  a  short  time  ago 
it  was  not  possible,  owing  to  the  cost  of  carriage,  to  bring  dowh 
to  the  coast  the  low  grade  ores  ^f  Cerro  de  Pasco. 

The  commercial  crisis  existing  at  present  has  brought  about 
the  dislocation  of  the  g(»ld  currency  which  had  been  established 
at  considerable  trouble  and  cost.  Fears  of  fluctuations  in  the 
exchange,  which  might  have  made  it  profitable  to  export  gold  coin, 
caused  the  banks  to  suspend  payments  in  gold,  of  wliich,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  had  but  a  very  small  stock,  and  silver  again 
became  the  principal  currency  of  tlie  country.  A  law  was  passed 
in  December  last  authtjrising  t)ie  Government  to  take  various 
measures  for  the  maintenance  of  the  gold  standard.  One  of  the 
expedients  authorised  by  law  for  averuing  the  complete  disappear- 
ance of  gold  coin  is  the  demonetisation  of  any  sums  in  silver  not 
exceeding  1,000,000  soles  in  the  aggregate.  It  is  provided  by  the 
law  above  referred  to  that  silver  soles  shall  be  a  legal  tender  only 
to  the  amount  of  100  soles  in  any  one  payment,  save  during  the 
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next  two  years,  when  all  obligations  contracted  prior  to  the  passing 
of  the  law  in  question  may  be  discharged  by  payments  in  silver 
to  an  unlimited  amount.  On  t)ie  otlier  hand,  debts  payable  in 
silver  since  the  promulgation  of  the  law  should,  according  to  ita 
provisions,  be  paid  in  gold,  but  this  is  a  difficult  injunction  to 
comply  with,  as  gold  is  now  at  a  premium. 

Owing  to  the  complexity  of  the  question  it  would  be  somewhat 
hazardous  to  offer  an  opinion  <  »n  the  results  likely  to  be  obtained 
from  the  present  sclieme  for  tho  regulation  of  the  gold  currency. 

During  the  year  1901,  81,255Z.  were  minted  at  Lima.  The  Coinage, 
total  amount  of  Peruvian  ^old  coins  minted  from  1898  to  1901 
inclusive  was  218,726/.  These  g*  Id  coins,  which  have  the  exact 
standard  fineness  of  the  I>itish  sovereign  and  half-sovereign,  show 
that  a  meritorious  effort  was  made  to  establish  a  sound  currency 
in  this  country. 

Fractional  silver  coins  of  20  and  5  c.  each  to  the  amount  of 
15,225?.,  and  600,000  1-cent  copper  coins  were  also  struck  during 
the  year. 

The  total  amount  of  cash  at  the  head  offices  and  branches  of  Banks, 
the  five  banks  carrying  on  business  in  Pctu  and  at  bankers  in 
Europe  on  December  31,  1901,  was  513,668/.,  as  compared  with 
576,064/.  at  the  end  of  1900,  whilst  the  advances  to  customers,  . 
bills  discounted,  and  securities,  amounted  to  2,087,398/.,  as  com- 
pared witJi  1,833,319/.  at  the  end  of  1900.  On  December  31, 1901, 
the  total  paid-up  capital  and  reserve  funds  of  tliose  banks  was 
578,167/.,  as  compared  with  546,382/.  at  the  end  of  1900,  whilst 
the  amount  due  by  the  banks  on  accounts  current  and  deposits  on 
December  31. 1901,  was  2,025,835/.,  as  compared  with  1,860,164/. 
at  the  end  of  1900.  TJie  banks  in  question  have  but  few 
branches.  In  fact  there  is  ample  room  for  the  establishment  of  a 
system  which  would  give  greater  banking  facilities  all  over  the 
country. 

Although  no  detailed  statistics  are  as  yet  available  for  1900  Trade  with 
and  1901,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  conditions  of  the  ^nS^l^ 
import  trade  from  the  United  Kingdom  c«»ntinue  to  be  fairly 
satisfactory.  The  total  value  of  t)ie  imports  into  Peru  through 
Pacific  ports  during  the  year  1900  was  2,317,150/.,  exclusive  of 
the  Iquitos  trade,  concerning  which  no  data  are  as  yet  procurable.  . 
The  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  alone  during  that  year  were, 
valued  at  1,081,145/.,  as  compared  with  757,115/.  in  1899,  exclu- 
sive of  the  Iquit*)S  imprt  trade.  British  imports  through  that 
fluvial  port  during  the  latter  year  amounted  to  80,316/.,  thus 
making  a  total  of  837,431/.  for  1899.  The  total  value  of  the 
exports  from  Peru  through  Pacific  ports  during  1900  was 
4,497,999/.  During  that  year  the  United  Kingdom  t(»ok  produce 
from  Peru  through  the  Pacific  ports  for  a  sum  of  2,039,269/.,  as 
compared  witJi  1,485,633/.  in  1899,  to  which  amount  should  be 
added  51,303/.  for  produce  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  from 
Iquitos,  thus  making  a  total  of  1,536,941/.  for  1899. 
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Trade  with  The  subjoined  table  shows  the  value  of  the  trade  of  Peru  with 

fowign  foreign  countries  in  1899  and  1900  : — 

OOUDtnM.  ^ 

Tbaos  of  Peru  with  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years 
1899-1900. 


Ooiuitiy. 

Bxporte. 

Imports. 

'  1809. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

United  Kingdom 
Anttnli* 
Auifcria-Hungary 
Belgium 

BoUria 

Central  America 

Chile 

China    .. 
Colombia 

Cuba 

Ecuador 

Trance 

Germanr 

Italy 

Mexico 

Portugal 

Spain    ••         ••         .. 

United  States  .. 

Uruguay 

Other  countries 

£ 
1,486,688 

•  • 

19,988 
62,607 

488,869 

89,014 

476 

88,642 

79,962 

886,728 

8,816 
768 

2,990 
614,668 

"l26 

£ 

2,0894)69 

•  • 

2,126 

99,682 

6,646 

610,620 

8,666 

41,784 

810 

44,404 

120,468 

616,998 

6,686 

•• 

8,201 
964,897 

"260 

£ 

767,116 

•  • 

42 

69,191 

6,218 

4,918 

162,666 

68,441 

2,968 

886 

8,126 

178,896 

846,161 

76,668 

•  • 

88 

14,662 

218,810 

1,018 

846 

£ 

1,081,146 
84,489 

2.886 
72,689 

9,886 

91,418 

71.220 

4,866 

8,771 

6,660 

166,860 

860,699 

6,969 

97,076 

2,068 

14,261 

297,487 

"726 

Total 

8,072,691 

4,497,999 

1,878,481 

2,817,160 

Import  trade.  The  import  trade  of  Peru  is  not  likely  to  increase  to  any  con- 
siderable extent  for  years  to  come,  as  the  wants  of  the  bulk  of 
the  population  are  comparatively  few,  whilst  the  resources  of  the 
people  are  limited.  Moreover,  the  establishment  of  native  indus- 
tries has,  of  course,  had  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  demand  for 
several  classes  of  foreign  goods.  Detailed  statistics  concerning  the 
import  trade  for  1900  are  not  yet  available. 

The^  following  table  shows  the  nature  and  value  of  articles 
imported  into  Peru  during  the  years  1898  and  1899 : — 
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There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  exports   through  Export  tnd». 
Pacific  ports  in  1900  as  compared  with  18.^9,  as  will  be  perceived 
by  examining  the  subjoined  statement : — 

Table  showing  the  Nature  and  Value  of  the  Principal  Products 
Exported  from  Peru  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Products. 

Yaloe. 

1899. 

1900. 

Illlllllll 

1,066,701 

1.010,351 

178,747 

311.806 

78,344 

42,659 

61,102 

48,405 

9,136 

265,310 

£ 

1,695,056 

1,455,842 

326,074 

29.1,673 

108,558 

63,903 

66,637 

65,431 

74,681 

355,145 

Total 

3,072,691 

4,497,999 

In  their  statistical  publications  the  Peruvian  Grovernment  deal  TnAe  on  the 
with  the  Iquitos  and  Yavari  trade  separately.    It  should  be  added  y^J^*^ 
that  very  frequently,  owing  to  political  disturbances  in  that  remote  Biren. 
region  or  to  neglect,  no  statistics  at  all  are  procurable,  or  if  any 
are  furnished,  they  are  often  incomplete.    Moreover,  such  statistics 
as  are  available  do  not  show  the  nature  of  the  goods  imported  from 
each  country  trading  with  the  eastern  provinces  of  Peru.    The 
latest  figures  given  are  for  nine  months  of  the  year  1899.    During 
that  period  tlie  total  imports  into  the  Iquitos  and  Yavaii  dista-icts 
amounted  to  249,523/.,  but  the  origin  of  goods  valued  at  33,5962^ 
was  not  stated.    The  total  exports  shipped  from  those  districts 
during  eight  months  of  the  year  1899  amounted  to  288,940/.    It 
will  be  perceived,  by  examining   the  subjoined  table,  that  the 
destination  of  nearly  half  the  toted  amount  of  the  exports  was  not 
stated  by  the  customs  authorities. 
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Table  showing  the  Value  of  Imports  and  Exports  to  and  from 
the  Iquitbs  arid  Tavari  Districts  during  the  Year  1899. 


Oonntry. 


United  Kingdom 
Brazil      .. 
France    . . 
G-ermanj 
Portugal . . 
United  States     . . 
Not  stated 

Total  .. 


Yalne. 


Imports. 


.     £ 

80,316 
41,074 
34,464 
23,670 
4^797 
29,306 
36,896 


249,523 


Exports. 


£ 
61,309 
26,736 
70,703 


3,498 
136,694 


288,940 


onstc 
teiir. 


Himng 
indufltrj. 


It  is  not  yet  possible  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  working  of 
the  customs  tarifl*  which  came  into  force  on  May  1  last  This 
tariff  imposed  higher  duties  by  means  of  the  alteration  of  the 
official  valuations  as  much  for  the  sake  of  revenue  as  of  pro- 
tection to  native  manufactures.  The  amount  of  duties  levied 
at  Pacific  ports  during  1901  was  823,158Z.  as  compared  with 
682,240/.  in  1000,  but  this  increase  was  due  in  some  measure 
to  the  fact  that  a  very  large  quantity  of  goods  was  ordered 
as  soon  as  it  became  known  that  the  Government  had  decided 
to  increase  the  valuations.  The  official  returns  show  that  the 
increase  in  the  amount  of  duties  collected  took  place  chiefly 
during  the  first  four  months  of  the  year.  The  unusually  large 
orders  above  referred  to  were  given  in  contemplation  of  the 
expected  rise  in  the  prices  of  all  imported  commodities,  which 
rise  occurred  even  before  the  tariff  came  into  force. 

The  mining  industry  which  forms  a  main  branch  of  the 
export  trade  of  this*  country,  has  attained  a  considerable  develop- 
ment of  late  years.  There  is  tindoubtedly  immense  mineral  wealth 
in  Peru,  but  progress  is  retarded  to  some  extent  by  the  want  of 
capital,  cheap  means  of  communication  with  the  coast,  and  the 
scarcity  of  labour. 

The  official  returns  show  that  the  total  number  of  mining 
claims  registered  was  1,756  in  1880,  3,490  in  1890,  and  5,178  iu 
1900.  In  addition  to  tliese  claims,  various  grants  of  land  contain- 
ing iodine,  borax,  and  alkaline  salts  have  been  made. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  total  output  of 
mineral  products  during  1900  : — 
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Value. 

Borax          

Coal 

te!    ::    ::    ::    ::    :: 

Giaphite 

Keroaene 

Lead 

Meroary 

Petroleam   ••         ••         ..         ..         •• 

Salt 

Sflver           

Solphur       ••         #•         .• 

Yarionf 

Solee. 

566,877 

650,000 

6,192,616 

2,282,000 

1,618 

800,110 

85.116 

17,500 

1,018,922 

560,000 

9,295,765 

81 

89,597 

Total 

EqniT.  in  sterling  . .         •« 

20,949,686 

£ 
2,004,968 

The  Chuquitambo  gold  mines  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cerro  de 
Pasco  have  attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention  lately.  These  mines 
were  worked  by  the  Spaniards,  but  abandoned  by  them  owing  to 
the  workings  having  fallen  in.  It  is  said  that  the  ores,  which  have 
been  sampled,  are  not  very  rich,  but  of  a  sufficiently  high  grade  to 
leave  a  fair  margin  of  profit  Moreover,  the  quantity  in  sight  is 
reported  to  be  very  large.  These  mines  have  been  acquired  by  the 
Nimrod  Syndicate. 

No  new  gold  fields  have  been  discovered  in  the  south-eastern 
provinces  of  Sandia  and  Carabaya,  but  in  spite  of  the  many 
disappointments  experienced  by  prospectors,  great  faith  is  stiU 
placed  in  the  future  of  those  districts,  where  it  is  believed  that 
placers  of  untold  wealth  exist 

Many  are  the  mining  schemes  contemplated  in  this  country. 
Among  others  there  is  one  on  foot  for  resuming  the  working  of 
the  old  mercury  mines  existing  in  the  department  of  Huanca- 
velica.  These  mines,  which  were  hitherto  considered  as  State 
property,  have  now  passed  into  the  hands  of  privata  individuals. 
The  mercury  producing  district  in  the  vicinity  of  Huancavelica, 
the  chief  town  of  the  department  of  that  name,  is  reported  to  be 
extremely  rich.  The  mineral  zone  is  said  to  extend  about  50  miles 
from  north  to  south  between  Palcas  and  Huachacolpa,  and  to  be 
about  10  miles  wide.  However,  the  rich  deposits  are  circumscribed 
within  an  area  measuring  about  22  miles  in  length  and  3  miles  in 
breadth.  In  that  zone,  it  is  asserted,  that  there  is  a  vein  which  is 
from  50  to  80  yards  broad.  The  production  from  the  Santa 
Barbara  mine,  perhaps  the  richest  in  that  zone,  from  1570  to  1820 
was  1,226,216  quintals,  and  from  that  year  to  1901  it  is  estimated 
that  93,000  quintals  were  extracted,  thus  making  a  total  of 
1,319,216  quintals  of  100  lbs. 

The  ordinary  mining  claim  granted  by  the  Peruvian  Govern- 
ment is  called  a  "  pertenencia."     It  consists  of  a  rectangle  of  two 
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hectares,  200  metres  long  by  100  metres  wide ;  no  limit  is  assigned 
to  the  depth.  As  regards  coal,  petroleum,  and  other  mineral 
deposits,  platinum,  tin,  &c.,  the  superficies  of  the  "peitenencia" 
covers  four  hectares.  The  number  of  concessions  which  may  be 
applied  for  is  practically  unlimited. 

In  1900  ores  valued  at  1,695,055Z.  were  exported.  No  statistics 
are  available  as  yet  for  1901,  but  it  has  been  ascertained  that  over 
the  Central  Eailway  39,162  tons  of  ores  were  brought  down  to 
Callao  during  the  year  for  shipment.  About  4,000  tons  were  also 
brought  down  to  Mollendo  for  exp(»rtation. 

In  the  report  for  1899-1900  it  was  pointed  out  that  important 
transactions  weje  likely  to  take  place  in  connection  with  the 
Cerro  de  Pesco  mining  district.  A  British  syndicate  sent  here, 
about  three  yeari  ago,  a  highly  competent  engineer  for  the  purpose 
of  reporting  on  tlie  conditions  of  that  district.  It  is  understood 
that  his  report  was  entirely  favourable  to  the  purchase  of  the 
mines,  ina,smuch  as  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  that 
district  contained  some  of  the  richest  copper  and  silver  mines  in 
the  world,  but  his  recommendations  were  not  acted  ui)on.  A 
syndicate  has  now  been  formed  in  New  York  which  has  bought 
four-fifths  of  the  whole  known  mineral  zone,  which  consists  of 
about  520  mines.  The  prices  agreed  upon  are  said  to  amount  to 
about  530,000/.,  payable  by  instalments.  The  syndicate  has  also 
secured  a  concession  for  the  construction  of  a  railway  from  Oroya, 
the  terminus  of  the  Central  Eailway,  to  Cerro  de  Pasco.  In  the 
meantime  steps  have  been  taken  to  improve  the  road.  Although 
not  more  than  60  contiguous  "  pertenencias "  can  be  granted 
at  one  time,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  adjudication  of 
several  separate  concessions  to  the  same  applicant.  Tlie  mining 
industry  in  Peru  is  completely  free,  no  distinction  of  nationality 
being  made.  The  only  requisite  is  the  half-yearly  payment  of 
a  tax  of  15  soles,  equivalent  to  11.  10s,  for  each  "  pertenencia,'* 
which  gives  a  full  right  to  the  possession  of  the  "  pertenencia  '* 
as  long  as  the  tax  is  paid.  According  to  a  law  passed  on 
November  8,  1890,  during  25  years  to  be  reckoned  from  that 
date,  no  other  impost  shall  be  levied  on  the  mining  industry  or  on 
the  exports  of  ores. 
Sugar.  No  official  returns  are  as  yet  available,  but  it  is  estimated  that 

the  total  production  of  sugar  during  1901  was  al»ouu  140,000  tons, 
of  which  about  110,000  tons  were  exported.  The  principal 
districts  on  the  coast  of  Peru  where  sugar  is  pn  duced  are  the 
valleys  of  Caiiete,  Lima,  Supe,  Pativilca,  Santa,  Chicama, 
Pacasmayo  and  Lam1)ayeque.  As  stated  elsewhere  in  this  report, 
the  heavy  fall  in  the  price  of  sugar  is  a  cause  of  {^ivive  anxiety  in 
this  country,  where  so  umch  depends  upon  the  success  and  develop- 
ment of  the  sugar  industry. 
The  PeruTom  The  Minister  or  Public  Works  in  his  annual  statement,  which 
Corporation,  was  laid  before  Congress  during  the  last  Session,  emphasised  the 
absolute  necessity  of  arriving  at  a  final  settloment  of  the  long- 
pending  questions  between  the  Government  and  the  Peruvian 
Corporation.    This  oflficial  declaration  is  important,  and  ii  is  to  be 
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hoped  that  it  will  now  be  acted  upon.  The  main  difiSculties 
which  have  arisen  between  the  Government  of  Peru  and  the 
Corporation  turn  upon  the  non-payment  by  the  Government  of 
annuities  of  80,000?.,  which  were  to  be  paid  for  a  certain  number 
of  years,  and  on  the  fact  that  the  Peruvian  Corporation  have 
not  constructed  100  miles  of  railway  in  directions  laid  down  by 
the  contract.  The  Corporation  maintain  that  they  •could  not 
build  the  100  miles  of  railway  above  referred  to,  simply  because 
the  annuities  of  80,000Z.  were  not  paid,  as  otherwise  it  would  have 
been  an  easy  matter  to  have  raised  all  the  money  which  was 
required  for  the  construction  of  the  line  or  lines  in  question. 
However,  the  situation  of  the  Corporation  having  improved  of  late, 
owiug  to  increased  traffic  receipts,  they  have  applied  to  the  proper 
Department  of  State  for  tho  necessary  authorisation  to  commence 
"building  the  100  miles  of  railway  above  referred  to,  by  extending 
the  line  from  Pacasmayo  to  Guadalupe,  as  far  as  Cayalti,  27  miles 
north  of  Guadalupe,  They  have  also  proposed  to  enter  into  a 
special  contract  for  the  construction  of  a  costly  breakwater  at 
MoUendo,  the  port  of  Arequipa.  By  a  law  passed  in  181)2,  the 
Government  were  authorised  to  levy  an  additional  duty  of  8  per 
cent,  on  all  imports,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  annuities  due 
to  the  Corporation.  This  extra  duty  has  produced  the  following 
sums  from  1896  to  1901 :— 


Year. 

Amount. 

isne •  .. 

1897 

1898 

1899 

190C> 

1901 

44,442 
42,694 
46,644 
4i,408 
48,669 
68,877 

Inasmuch  as  the  Government  now  dispose  of  nearly  60,000t 
a  year  for  the  sole  purpose  of  paying  the  annuities  due  to  the 
Corporation,  and  as  the  Corporation  are  prepared  to  undertake  the 
construction  of  works  of  great  importance  to  the  country,  there  is 
no  longer  any  reason  for  delaying  a  settlement,  and,  therefore, 
every  effort  should  be  made  by  the  parties  to  the  contract  in  order 
to  put  an  end  to  the  present  situation,  which  is  so  injurious  to  all 
concerned. 

During  the  financial  year  ended  June  30, 1901,  the  gross  traffic 
receipts  of  the  railways,  moles,  and  of  the  navigation  of  Lake 
Titicaca  and  the  Eiver  Desaguadero,  in  which  the  Peruvian 
Corporation  are  interested,  amounted  to  493,827/.,  and  the  net 
traffic  receipts  to  204,189/.,  as  against  175,743/.  for  the  year  ended 
June  30,  1900.  The  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  guano  during  the 
year  ended  June  30,  1901,  amounted  to  57,441/.,  against  105,335/. 
in  the  preceding  year.  The  causes  of  this  decrease  were  the 
sliipment  of  a  less  quantity  by  some  16,000  tons  than  in  1899-1900, 
lower  prices  and  higher  rates  of  freight. 
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The  annual  production  of  alcohol  from  sugar-cane  is  estimated 
at  over  2,000,000  gallons,  of  which  600,000  gallons  are  exported 
to  Bolivia,  but,  if  other  outlets  could  be  secured,  there  would  be 
no  diflSculty  in  increasing  the  production  largely.  Producers  look 
forward  to  the  use  of  alcohol  in  various  branches  of  industry  as  the 
only  means  of  developing  their  business. 

A  great  f  alling-off  in  the  imports  of  wines  and  spirits  has  taken 
place,  ta  1897  the  value  of  such  products  imported  into  Peru 
was  estimated  at  44,0752.,  and  in  1898  at  50,995/.,  but  in  1899 
it  fell  off  to  36,585/. 

The  customs  duties  on  wines  and  spirits  are  almost  prohibitive, 
being  65  per  cent,  of  the  oflScial  valuations,  which  were  raised  by 
the  tariff  which  came  into  force  on  May  1,  1901.  To  these 
duties  must  be  added  8  per  cent,  extra  import  duty  which  is  levied 
since  1893  for  a  special  purpose,  octroi  and  extremely  heavy  excise 
dues. 

Peru  is  a  country  producing  wine,  but  of  inferior  quality. 
Spirits  known  as  pisco  and  italia  are  sold  on  a  fairly  large  scale,  but 
the  bulk  of  the  population  drink  alcoholic  beverages  made  from  the 
sugar-cane.  A  good  deal  of  so-called  cognac  is  also  manufactui-ed 
in  the  country.  In  fact  the  imitation  of  all  foreign  liquors  is 
permitted,  provided  the  trade  marks  of  the  genuine  products  have 
not  been  registered. 

The  lands  owned  by  the  London  Pacific  Petroleum  Company 
in  the  department  of  Piura  cover  an  area  of  600  square  miles. 
About  120  wells  have  been  sunk,  half  of  which  are  pumping 
wells.  The  quantity  at  present  consumed  in  Peru  is  2,500  tons  a 
month.  This  is,  therefore,  a  very  limited  market,  but  arrangements 
have  recently  been  made  to  convey  oil  to  Caleta  Buena  for  the 
Agua  Santa  Nitrate  Fields  Company.  The  oil  will  be  pumped 
from  the  ship  into  t&nks  and  from  the  tapks  to  a  height  of  2,500 
feet.  This  company  will  take  about  3,000  tons  a  month,  but  to 
replace  all  the  coal  used  in  that  district  8,000  tons  of  oil  per 
month  would  be  required. 

A  company  has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  irrigating 
extensive  lands  in  the  department  of  Piura.  These  lands,  which 
cover  an  area  of  from  50,000  to  60,000  acres,  Ue  in  the  districts  of 
Castilla,  Catacaos,  and  Sechura,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Kiver  Chira. 
Work  is  going  on  actively,  and  it  is  expected  that  by  October  next 
the  first  section  of  canals  will  be  completed,  and  that  it  will  then 
be  possible  to  irrigate  some  15,000  acres. 

A  contract  has  also  been  entered  into  with  a  cotton  planter  for 
irrigating  the  right  bank  of  the  Biver  Chira  over  an  extent  of  land 
cdculated  at  30,000  acres. 

In  the  department  of  lima  the  arid  lands  of  flfoco  are  being 
irrigated.  Various  other  concessions  have  been  granted  for  the 
irrigation  of  waste  lands  on  the  coast 

The  indiarubber  industry  is  likely  to  progress,  as,  from  all 
accounts,  the  forests  of  Peru  contain  innumerable  rubber  trees. 
From  July  1, 1900,  to  July  30, 1901,  grants  amounting  in  the  aggre-^ 
gate  to  1,240,000  acres  of  forest  land,  said  to  contain  valuable  rubber 
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trees,  have  been  made  by  tlie  Government.  These  lands  lie  in  the 
Departments  of  Huahuco  and  Cuzco.  The  periods  of  the  grants 
are  either  5  or  10  years.  The  royalty  claimed  by  the  Groveroment 
is  2«.  for  every  quintal  of  rubber  which  is  exported.  During  the 
same  period  six  other  concessions  were  granted  under  somewhat 
different  conditions.  One  of  the  grants  comprised  4,942  acres  and 
the  others  1,235  acres  each.  These  grants  are  divided  into  plots 
called  '*  estradas/'  Each  "  estrada  "  contains  within  its  boundaries 
150  rubber  trees.  The  royalties  levied  in  this  case  are  20  a 
annually  for  each  "  estrada "  and  20  c.  for  each  hectare  of  land 
which  the  estradas  cover. 

Here  it  may  be  mentioned  that  vast  tracts  of  land,  known  as 
the  Acre  or  Aquiry  territory,  forming  the  hinterland  of  Peru  from 
the  7®  to  12"*  of  south  latitude,  have  quite  recently  been  made, 
over  by  Bolivia  to  a  syndicate.  The  syndicate  have  been  granted 
extensive  powers^^  such  as  the  right  to  administer  the  territories  in 
question  and  to  organise  an  armed  force.  However,  their  chief 
object  appears  to  be  the  extraction  of  rubber.  The  territories 
thus  placed  in  possession  of  the  syndicate  are  vaguely  described 
as  being  bounded  on  the  north-east  by  Brazil,  on  the  west  by 
Peru,  and  on  the  south  by  the  River  Abufia  and  a  line  drawn 
from  that  river  to  the  confluence  of  the  Inambari  with  tlie  Madre 
de  Dios.  Matters  are  so  far  advanced  that  a  scientific  commission- 
sent  out  by  the  syndicate  is  already  engaged  in  e^^ploring  a  portion 
of  that  district. 

The  use  of  electricity  for  purposes  of  illumination  is  increasing  Eleotiri<»l 
rapidly  in  Peru.  The  town  of  Lima  is  now  entirely  lighted  by  pl»nt. 
electricity.  This  illuminant  is  also  extensively  used  in  private 
houses  in  Lima,  and  supplied  by  three  companies.  The  town  of 
Arequipa  is  also  lighted  to  a  considerable  extent  by  electricity, 
and  companies  are  being  formed  for  lighting  Callao,  Trujillo,  and 
Chiclayo,  in  the  same  manner.  The  electrical  plant  chiefly  comes 
from  the  United  States.  Notwithstanding  the  initial  advantages 
possessed  by  the  United  States  in  the  matter  of  electrical  plant,  it 
would  seem  that  this  is  a  branch  of  industry  which  fully  deserves 
close  attention  on  the  part  of  British  manufacturers,  as  the  demand 
for  electrical  plant  throughout  South  America,  wliere  tliere  is  so 
much  water-power,  must  eventually  become  enormous.  British 
machinery  of  this  class  is  barely  mentioned  in  this  country. 
German  dynamos  and  motors  have  been  tried,  but  although  well 
finished,  they  are  looked  upon  as  being  too  complicated. 

It  is  also  highly  probable  that  a  demand  for  power  transmission 
lines  for  various  purposes  must  arise  sooner  or  Later,  as  the  natural 
configuration  of  the  ground  in  this  country  can  be  turned  to 
account  for  the  development  of  immense  power,  at  comparatively 
little  cost. 

Telephonic  networks  exist  in  the  departments  of  Lima,  Piura,  T^phonet. 
La  Libertad,  Arequipa,  and  lea.     The  total  length  of  the  wires  is 
probably  over    3,000    miles.     Moreover,  a  number  of  applica- 
tions  for  further  authorisations   to    put    up    new  installations 
have  been  made  lately.     Most  of  the  telephonic  appliances  now 
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come  from  Sweden.  Only  very  small  orders  have  been  placed 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the  ground  that  the  instruments  and 
appliances  made  by  British  manufacturers  are  quite  unsuitable 
for  use  in  this  country.  Inasmuch  as  the  demand  for  telephonic 
apparatus  must,  in  the  near  future,  become  very  large  in  South 
America,  this  branch  of  industry  may  be  deserving  more  attention 
than  it  appears  to  receive  at  present  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
BefoM  All  Peruvian  towns,  including  lima,  require  to  be  drained 

defltruoton.  properly  and  to  acquire  furnaces  for  the  destruction  of  refuse. 
This  remark  applies  also  to  nearly  all  Central  and  South  American 
towns.  British  manufaclurers  of  refuse  destructors  might  periodi- 
cally send  a  short  prospectus  to  all  South  American  municipalites 
of  any  importance  in  which  the  advantages  of  the  system  should 
be  explained,  but,  of  course,  in  the  language  of  the  country. 
Another  essential  point  is  to  furnish  estimates  of  installations 
according  to  size,  otherwise  it  will  be  thought  that  the  cost  of 
these  installations  is  so  high  as  to  preclude  all  possibility  of 
acquiring  them.  Time  should  also,  in  some  cases,  be  given  for 
payment. 
NatiTe  The  most  successful  industries  in  the  country  are  the  manu- 

mftnufactupee.  factures  of  grey  domestics  and  cloth  of  a  coarse  kind.  As  regards 
grey  domestics  the  production  is  increasing,  and  little  is  now 
imported,  so  that  this  branch  of  trade,  which  had  been  monopolised 
by  British  manufacturers,  may  be  considered  as  almost  totally 
lost  to  them.  There  are  already  about  900  looms  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  cotton  articles,  and  a  mill  larger  than  any 
other  in  Peru  is  approaching  completion.  This  mill  will  have  a 
capacity  of  400  or  500  looms.  There  are  several  brick  and  tile 
factories  in  Lima.  One  is  established  on  a  fairly  large  scale,  but 
making  little  progress,  the  others  are  small  undertakings,  but 
doing  better.  The  match  industry  has  not  proved  a  success. 
The  Diamond  Match  Company  have  an  important  factory  at 
Callao,  but  owing  to  over-capitalisation  the  profits  are  small.  In 
fact,  its  production  has  been  so  large  that  it  has  been  compelled 
to  suspend  work  for  the  time  being.  This  company  is  endeavour- 
ing to  secure  the  Bolivian  and  Equatorian  markets,  but  there  ia 
keen  competition  in  those  countries  at  the  hands  of  Norwegian 
manufacturers.  The  breweries  are  reported  to  be  doing  a  good 
business ;  very  little  foreign  beer  is  now  imported.  The  manu- 
facture of  cotton-seed  oilcakes  is  increasing,  and  this  article  is 
exported  to  some  extent.  Various  soap  and  candle  factories  exist 
in  lima,  of  which  one  is  on  a  large  scale.  The  manufacture  of 
soap  is  making  but  sliglit  progress.  There  is  a  i'oirly  large 
demand  for  candles.  Furniture,  saddlery,  lard,  and  olive  oil  are 
also  made  in  the  country.  A  factory  for  the  manufacture  of 
calcium  carbide  has  been  established  at  Tamboraque  on  the  Oroya 
line,  10,000  feet  above  sea  level,  but  for  various  reasons  its 
condition  is  not  flourishing.  A  hat  factory  was  established  in 
Lima  about  four  years  ago.  Its  present  condition  is  a  source  of 
great  anxiety  to  the  shareholdei-s  of  the  company.  As  a  rule, 
native  industries  have  proved  a  success  when  on  a  small  scale. 
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but  when  started  with  a  large  capital  and  extensive  works,  the 
usual  result  is  over-production  and,  therefore,  the  profits  and  sales 
are  not  sufficient  to  pay  interest  on  the  capital  invested  and  the 
expenses  of  management. 

The  discovery  of  pnearl  oysters  on  the  coast  of  Peru  in  lat.  5®  Pearl  fisheiy. 
south  led  to  the  application  for  fishery  concessions,  which  have 
been  granted  by  the  Peruvian  Government.  So  far  little  is 
known  about  the  fishery  ground  except  that  the  bank  upon  which 
the  oysters  are  said  to  be  found  is  reported  to  be  about  30  miles 
long. 

A  short  line  from  Lima  to  Magdalena  on  the  sea  was  completed  Bailway  from 
and  open  to  traffic  in  1901.    This  line,  which  is  4*  miles  long,  J'i™*!^ 
was  constructed  by  a  British  company.  "  Magdalena. 

The    carriage   road    between   Sicuani  and   Cuzco   has  been  Road  from 
finished.    Sicuani  is  the  terminus  of  the  line  which  branches  Sicuani  to 
off  at  Juliaca  from  the  main  line  which  runs  from  the  coast  ^^^°^- 
at  MoUendo  to  Lake  Titicaca.    The  length  of  this  road  is  90 
miles.    The  completion  of  this  work  is  considered  as  of  great 
importance.      Formerly  Cuzco  was   rather    difficult  of   access, 
especially  during  the  rainy  season. 

The  construction  of  the  railway  from  Guaqui  to  La  Paz  is  ^^^^S  t^^ 
making  progress.    About  13  out  of  45  miles,  which  will  be  the  J^®  Titicaca 
total  length  of  the  line,  have  already  been  built,  and  it  is  expected  ^    *   "• 
that  in  about  a  year's  time  the  railway  will  reach  Ia  Paz.    When 
this  is  accomplished  the  journey  from  the  port  of  MoUendo  to 
the  capital  of  Bolivia  wUl  no  longer  offer  any  difficulties. 

In  the  previous  report  on  the  trade  of  Peru  attention  was  Railway 
drawn  to  the  feasibility  of  the  construction  of  a  railway  from  the  «>"nmunioaj. 
coast  to  the  basin  of  the  Amazon.    This  matter  has  since  received  AoMionian 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Peruvian  Legislature,  a  sum  of  region. 
2,000^.  having  been  voted  during  the  last  session  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  preliminary  survey  of  a  route  starting  from  a  point 
on  the  coast  in  the  Department  of  Piura  in  the  North  and  ter- 
minating on  the  Amazon  below  the  pongos  or  rapids.     Such  a 
railway  would  link  together  the  inland  provinces  of  the  several 
Itepublics  which  have  access  to  the  great  waterways  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  South  American  Continent,  and  would 
eventually  help  to  develop  immense  territories.    The  prolongation 
of  the  Oroya  l^qe  to  a  navigable  point  on  the  Ucayali,  or  on  one 
of  its  affluents,  is  another  scheme  talked  of  as  one  which  is  likely 
to  be  carried  out  sooner  or  later. 

According  to  the  Peruvian  Consular  regulations  the  necessary  Goal  oargoea. 
Consular  papers  as  regards  all  merchandise  shipped  for  Peru 
had,  without  exception,  to  be  obtained  at  the  port  where  the 
goods  were  shipped  originally.  If  this  rule  was  infringed  heavy 
fines  were  inflicted.  However,  it  was  pointed  out  to  the  Peruvian 
authorities  that,  with  regard  to  coal  cargoes  shipped  to  the  Pacific 
Coast  for  orders,  it  was  a  hard  measure  to  compel  the  owners  of 
the' cargo  to  take  out  papers  at  the  port  of  origin  on  the  mere 
assumption  that  the  vessel  might  have  to  proceed  as  far  as 
Peru  eventually,  especially  as  the  Peruvian  Consular  fees  are  by 
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no  means  light,  being  1  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  cargo.  It 
has  now  been  arranged  that  certain  coal  ships,  referred  to  here- 
under, coming  to  the  Pacific  for  orders,  may  take  out  the  requisite 
Consular  documents  at  any  port  when  it  is  decided  to  send  the 
vessel  on  to  Peru. 

It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  this  facility  is  at  present 
limited  to  vessels  bringing  coal  for  the  Pacific  Steam  Naviga- 
tion Company  and  His  Majesty's  ships.     So  far  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  induce  the  Peruvian  Government  to  make  the  rule 
broader. 
Necessity  for         The  construction  of  a  large  graving  dock  at  Callao  would  be  of 
dcSTIT^        importance  to  foreign  navies  and  thf*  mercantile  marine.     Large 
CWlao.  merchant  steamers,   some  having  a  carrying   capacity   of  from 

8,000  to  10,000  tons,  entered  the  port  durinir  1901,  but  there 
is  no  accommodation  for  docking  such  vessels  at  Callao. 

Within  the  last  few  months  three  large  foreign  warships  have 
left  Callao  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  the  Government  dock  at 
Talcahuano.  That  is  a  very  fine  dock,  but  it  is  usually  occupied 
by  Chilian  warships,  and  lies  in  a  latitude  where  very  rough 
weather  is  at  times  experienced.  Therefore,  it  is  not  always 
convenient  to  send  a  vessel  there  which  has  sustained  serious 
damage. 

Callao  is  one  of  the  few  places  b.-tween  San  Francisco  and 
Talcahuano  where  a  dry  dock  could  be  of  great  use.  Owing  to  its 
geographical  position,  the  smoothness  of  the  water  at  all  times,  and 
the  excellence  of  the  harbour,  which  is  entered  by  ships  of  the 
largest  draught  at  all  hours  without  a  pilot,  with  perfect  safety^ 
this  port  would  probably  be  resorted  to  more  frequently  than  is 
the  case  at  present  by  passing  steamers  and  others  requiring  repairs 
if  greater  facilities  for  the  purpose  existed.  The  completion  of  an 
interoceanic  waterway,  which  would  seem  to  be  no  longer  a  remote 
contingency,  might  also  add  to  the  importance  of  Callao  as  a  port 
of  call. 

The  Peruvian  Minister  of  Public  Works  states  that  the 
Government  are  prepared  to  grant  a  concession  to  any  firm  of 
responsibility  willing  to  undertake  the  work.  However,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  construction  of  such  a  dock  would  prove  a 
successful  undertaking  from  a  financial  point  of  view,  unless  the 
company  received  a  certain  amount  of  support  at  first  from  the 
Peruvian  Goverament  or  foreign  Admiralties. 
Ballast.  Ships  are  frequently  delayed  at  Callao  for  a  considerable  time 

owing  to  the  slowness  in  the  process  of  supplyhig  ballast.  It  is 
obtained  from  the  foreshore  of  a  spit  of  land  near  Callao,  along 
which  there  are  some  buildings.  This  extraction  is  givinc:  rise  to 
serious  difficulties,  as  the  owners  of  the  houses  aver  that  the  sea  is 
encroaching  upon  their  property,  owing  to  the  constant  removal  of 
shingle,  and  of  late,  have  preferred  claims  against  the  authoiities 
for  allowing  ballast  to  be  taken  from  that  place.  On  one  occasion 
last  year  an  order  was  made  by  the  Judge  of  Callao,  which  caused 
a  total  suspension  of  work  for  days. 

The  Peruvian  Corporation  have  proposed  to  build  a  short  line 
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to  the  mouth  of  the  Biver  Bimac,  where  sand  and  shingle  ballast 
can  be  obtained  in  abundance,  whilst  another  project  is  to  obtain 
ballast  by  dredging,  as  was  done  formerly,  but  no  steps  have  been 
taken  to  carry  out  either  of  these  schemes.  The  supply  of  liallast 
at  Callao  is  practically  a  monopoly,  therefore  its  cost  is  high,  being 
now  59.  Id.  per  ton.  when  supplied  inside  the  basin  and  6^.  9^d, 
when  supplied  to  vessels  in  the  bay.  The  ballast  supplied  at  this 
pore  is  not  only  costly  but  of  a  dangerous  nature.  Masters  are 
always  warned  by  notice  and  handbuls,  issued  by  His  Majesty's 
Consulate-General  at  this  poit,  to  ascertain  that  they  receive  the 
weight  of  ballast  ordered  by  them,  and  also  to  see  that  their 
ballast  is  secured  by  bulk  heads  and  shifting  boards,  and  that  it  is 
properly  stowed.  It  is  much  to  be  fejvred  that  the  neglect  of  such 
precautions  has  been  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  British  vessels  which 
left  Callao  in  ballasi  and  were  never  heard  of  afterwards. 

In  the  month  of  April  last  the  Britibh  tank  steamer  "  Bakuin,"  Sunken 
which  had  arrived  from  the  north  with  a  cargo  of  petroleum,  struck  oSSw  Siy^ 
a  sunken  obstacle  in  proceeding  to  her  moorings.  This  obstacle, 
which  caused  considerable  dami^e  to  the  vessel,  was  examined  by 
the  divers  of  H.M.S  "Phaeton,"  as  the  port  authorities  do  not 
po.ssess  the  necessary  appliances,  and  it  turned  out  to  be  the 
wreck  of  the  Peruvian  monitor  "Atahualpa"  which  was  sunk 
20  years  ago.  This  wreck  is  only  dangerous  to  petroleum 
steamers,  which  have  to  come  in  close  to  the  beach  for  the  purpose 
of  pumping  out  the  oil  into  the  tanks  on  shore.  Still,  a  very  large 
steamer  going  into,  or  coming  out  of,  the  basin,  might,  in  trying  to 
get  out  of  the  way  of  another  vessel,  possibly  come  in  contact  with 
this  obstacle,  which  should  have  been  properly  and  permanently 
buoyed  as  soon  as  discovered. 

There  are  other  sunken  wrecks  in  the  bay  which  require  buoying. 
Steps  were  taken  lately  to  destroy  all  these  wrecks  by  blowing 
them  up,  but  this  was  done  ineflfectually,  as  was  ascertained  by 
the  divers  of  H.M.S.  "  Amphion." 

Frequent  representations  have  been  made  to  the  Peruvian 
authorities  as  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  buoying  these  wrecks. 
The  matter  is  now  receiving  attention,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
ere  long  this  grave  omission  will  be  remedied. 

The  shipping  return  for  1901  annexed  to  this  report  shows  British 
that  the  combined  tonnage  of  British  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  jlupping  at 
which  entered  the  port  of  Callao  during  the  year  1901  increased  ^*"*^- 
to  some  extent,  as  compared  with  previous  years.    In  1900  out  of 
a  total  tonnage  of  foreign-going  vessels  of  all  nations  trading  with 
Peru,  amounting  to  639,314  tons,  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  British 
vessels  was  346,593   tons,  whilst  in   1891    the  total    tonnage 
amounted  to  753,334  tons,  and  the  total  British  tonnage   to 
393,558  tons. 
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Movements  of  Shipping  at  Callao  during  the  Year  1901, 

Steamers. 


Bnterad. 

Cleared. 

NatioDAlily. 

Nomb^r 

of 
YeMdlB. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews* 

British    •• 
vrermftD  •  •         •  • 
North  Anierioan 
Italian     . . 
Chilian    .. 

197 

51 

4 

11 

107 

issis 

11.788 

2,460 

198 

231 

8,081 

196 

51 

6 

11 
106 

844,789 

122,872 

6,662 

8,910 

160,686 

11,606 

^258 

221 

7,936 

Total 

370 

647,276 

22,708 

869 

648,819 

22,278 

Sailing  Vessels. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Nomber 

of 

Tons. 

Crews. 

of 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

PeruTian  •  •         •  • 

86 

22,770 

689 

90 

28,526 

708 

British    .. 

86 

47,203 

775 

87 

48,569 

797 

German  «•• 

6 

7,190 

117 

6 

8,015 

116 

North  American 

12 

9,548 

148 

16 

11,998 

194 

Italian    ,. 

6 

6,694 

89 

4 

4,141 

62 

Chilian    •• 

6 

8,421 

73 

4 

2,817 

53 

Norwegian 

10 

10,190 

138 

9 

9,288 

188 

Other  nations    . , 

1 

1,079 

16 

2 

1,171 

23 

Total 

161 

108,185 

1,906 

168 

109,515 

2,061 
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Classification  of  Cargoes  per  Steam  and  Sailing  Vessels  at 
Callao  during  the  Year  1901. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Cargoes. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Gheneral  cargo  .  • 

874 

650,061 

1,877 

668,668 

Wheat 

12 

16,867 

Bice      •• 

1 

767 

Sxplosires 

2 

8,082 

Coal 

80 

82,400 

Lumber 

25 

22,817 

Cl-uayaquil  canes 

1 

no 

Petroleum 

12 

11,996 

G-oano  ••         ,. 

8 

85 

1 

794 

Sealskins          •• 

5 

217 

Firewood 

2 

808 

Emptj  sacks    .  •         •  • 

1 

56 

Products  of  the  country 

1,015 

27,884 

Manffies            .,         •  • 

1 

79 

Ballast 

5 

8,848 

110 

96,029 

Bottles 

1 

241 

,, 

,, 

Sugar 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

79* 

Total     .. 

1,490 

768,158 

1,489 

766,285 

Vessels  under  50  Tons. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Number 

of 
VesseU. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

PeruTian..         •. 
Chilian    .  • 
Colombian 

950 
8 

1 

12,469 

193 

45 

2,894 
28 

4 

951 

•  • 
1 

12,906 
"45 

2,906 

•  • 
4 

Total       .. 

959 

12,697 

2,926 

952 

12,951 

2,910 

Summary. 
Entered. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Passengers. 

Steamers          •« 
Sailing  yessels  .  •         »• 
Under  60  tons.. 

870 
161 
959 

647,276 

108,185 

12,697 

22,708 
1,995 
2,926 

20,112 

8 

69 

Total     .. 

1,490 

768,158 

27,624 

20,189 
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Cleared. 


Number  of 

Yessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Passengers. 

Steamers 
Sailing  Tessele  , . 
Under  60  tons ,  • 

Total     .. 

869 
168 
962 

643,819 

109,616 

12,951 

Ill 

17,864 
188 
118 

1,489 

766,286 

27,264 

18,106 

Eetuen  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Poi-t  of  Callao  engaged  in 
the  Carrying  Trade  of  Foreign  Countries  and  British 
Possessions  during  the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


With  Cargoes. 


Countries,  Ac.,  whence  Entered.    : 

]     Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Australia..    ^ 7 

Central  America           ..         ..;            12 

Chile ;            62 

Colombia,  United  States  of     • .  •              1 

Coastwise           ;            48 

Ecuador 12 

Germany t              2 

Hong-Kong        '              8 

New  South  Wales        ..         ..:             8 

Rangoon            '              1 

United  States  of  America       . . ,            86 

9,976 
18,860 
77,813 

1,887 
77,106 
28,084 

8,698 

8,276 

10,628 

766 

€8,864 

Total j          182 

294,846 

Cleared. 


1 

With  Cargoes, 

In  Ballast. 

T. 

>tal. 

Countries,  &c.,  to 

1 

1 

1 

which  Cleared. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

1 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British  Columbia 

•• 

6 

7,781 

1        S 

7,781 

Central  America 

11 

17,171 

,, 

•  • 

11 

17,171 

Chile       .. 

68 

86,294 

7 

9,100 

60 

95,894 

Coastwise           • . 

66 

95,681 

6 

7,488 

i      61 

108,169 

Ecuador . . 

24 

49,200 

1 

660 

25 

49,760 

Hong-Kong 

1 

706 

•  • 

,  a 

1 

706 

United  States  of 

1 

America 

19 

32,207 

15 

23,244 

i      ^ 

[    197 

66,461 

Total       .. 

164 

281,269 

38 

48,173 

329,482 
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MOLLENDO. 

Mr.  Vice-CoTi8ul  Eobilliard  reports  as  follows : — 

The  year  has   been   uneventful.     Trade    has   not  increased,  T»de. 
indeed,  since  the  rise  in  the  .duties  from  May  1  last  there  has 
been  a  falling-off  in  the  imports.      Exchange  has  remained  at 
24d.  to  the  sole,  owing  to  the  measures  mentioned  in  my  last 
report. 

As  yet  nothing  has  been  done  to  give  more  facilities  for  the  Breakwater, 
landing  and  storing  of  goods  here,  and  the  same  delays  and  diffi- 
culties exist  that  were  reported  last  year,  bur  Congress  has 
authorised  the  construction  of  a  breakwater.  The  port  of 
MoUendo  would  greatly  benefit  by  this  improvement,  and  also 
by  the  enlargement  of  the  mole,  and  more  storehouses.  The 
port  would  then  cease  to  have  such  a  bad  reputation,  and  conse- 
quently there  would  be  much  more  traffic,  and  the  trade  to  Bolivia 
vi&  Antofagasta,  Chile,  would  come  this  way  to  a  greater  extent. 

A  railway  from  Guaqui,  on  Lake  Titicaca,  to  La  Paz,  Bolivia,  Railway 
is  in  course  of  construction,  and  should  be  opened  next  year.  (Juaqm  to 
This  will  also  tend  to  augment  trade  and  traffic. 

Annex  A  shows  the   value  of  imports  during  the  year  and  Imports, 
amount  of  duties  paid  as  compared  with  1900.     Notwithstanding 
the  rise  in  the  rate  of  duties,  ther*^  is  an  increase  of  7  per  cent  on 
the  duties  collected.    The  class  of  goods  imported  has  not  varied 
greatly  during  the  year. 

Annex  B  shows  the  total  amount  of  exports,  with  full  par-  Exports, 
ticulars,  weight,  destination,  value,  &c.,  of  all  articles  exported 
during  1901,  and  Annex  C,  a  summary  of  the  same,  compared  with 
the  previous  year.  There  has  been  a  slight  decrease  all  round. 
The  weights  are  calculated  at  the  rate  of  1,000  kilos,  to  the  ton, 
English,  for  the  sake  of  uniformity.  Neither  antimony  nor  tin 
ores  were  shipped  in  1901.  Sealskins  and  oil  have  also  dis- 
appeared from  the  export  list.  On  the  other  hand,  lead  in  ingots 
has  been  exported  to  a  slight  extent. 

Annex  1)  shows  the  number  of  sailing  vessels  and  steamers.  Shipping, 
with  their  nationality  and  tonnage,  that  have  called  in  during  the 
year,  also  the  coasting  vessels.    The  number  of  sailing  vessels 
has  nearly  doubled,  owing  principally  to  the  lumber  and  guano 
brought  in. 

The  rubber  industry  still  occupies  a  good  deal  of  attention,  Bubber. 
and  although  the  quantity  shipped  this  year  only  exceeds  last 
yesfr's  output  by  15  tons,  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
large  quantities  are  being  prepared  in  the  interior  ready  to  ship 
when  the  dry  weather  sets  in,  which  will  be  from  the  beginning  of 
April.  A  few  remarks  on  the  diflBculties  that  attend  this  industry 
may  be  of  interest 

From  the  time  of  landing  here,  about  15  days  will  be  occupied 
in  travelling  by  train,  steamer,  mule,  and  canoe  to  get  to  the 
rubber  districts.  The  first  range  of  the  Andes  has  to  be  crossed 
at  17,500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea  before  the  descent  into 
the  valleys  can  be  efTected.  Sorata,  in  Bolivia,  is  the  place  at 
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interests. 


Borate  of 
lime* 


Public  works. 


which  nearly  all  the  roads  into  the  rubber  and  mining  districts 
converge.  The  traveller  will  often  be  delayed  for  several  days,  as 
all  the  owners  of  beasts  of  burden  take  advantage  of  the  scarcity 
of  the  means  of  transport,  and  extort  the  highest  possible  freights 
for  their  animals.  Once  work  has  been  started,  the  cheaper  plan 
is  to  buy  mules  and  horses.  All  supplies  have  to  be  carried  in,  as 
scarcely  anything  can  be  purchased  there.  However,  stores  are 
gradually  being  established  on  the  different  claims. 

The  descent  is  very  dangerous  in  some  places,  the  incline  being 
from  30  to  45  degrees,  and  the  animals  often  slip  and  are  thrown 
over  the  precipices.  This  part  of  the  road,  23  miles  in  length, 
takes  12  hours,  when  Pararani  is  reached,  4,600  feet  above  sea- 
level.  From  Pararani  to  Mapiri  the  road  is  more  practicable,  and 
rubber,  Peruvian  bark,  and  coffee  plantations  are  met.  Mapiri 
is  the  centre  of  these  regions,  and  from  there  one  strikes  off 
to  wherever  the  claims  may  be.  At  least  90  per  cent,  of  the 
travellers  fall  sick  with  malarial  fevers,  more  or  less  intense, 
although  seldom  fatal.  From  Mapiri,  Guanay  is  reached  in  canoes, 
or  rafts,  made  of  nine  sticks  fastened  with  vines ;  three  of  these 
rafts  form  what  is  called  a  callopo,  capable  of  carrying  IJ  tons 
of  cargo.  The  distance  is  62  miles,  and  can  be  done  in  one  day, 
going  down  stream,  but  coming  back  it  takes  three  days,  the 
current  running  6  miles  an  hour.  The  Indians  can  only  pull  at 
the  rate  of  IJ  miles  per  hour.  From  Guanay  there  are  roads  that 
lead  to  the  placer  mines  on  the  Eivers  Tipuani,  Coyahuira,  Challana, 
&c.,  in  which  regions  gold  is  found  in  abundance,  but  machinery 
is  badly  required,  especially  to  dredge  the  rivers. 

A  fair  amounc  of  work  is  being  done  in  the  several  mines 
mentioned  in  my  last  report,  and  now  new  claims  are  being 
taken  up.  The  Inca  Mining  Company  has  remitted  33,000t  to 
California,  which  is  a  large  increase  on  last  year,  and  the  mine 
bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  Southern  Peru,  as  all  the  heavy 
expenses  incurred  in  opening  up  the  roads  and  introducing 
machinery  have  been  repaid,  and  the  gold  now  being  extracted  is 
all  profit. 

In  future  the  output  of  borate  of  lime  will  be  lessened  con- 
siderably, in  consequence  of  a  lawsuit  about  boundaries,  which 
the  present  owners,  the  Borax  Consolidated  Company,  Limited, 
have  with  the  Government.  Moreover,  the  recent  fall  in  the  price 
in  European  markets  also  influences  the  successful  working  of 
these  deposits.  Arequipa  will  feel  this  falling-off,  as  in  this 
industry  about  8om.e  3,000/.  a  month  were  spent  in  the  district  in 
the  hiring  of  mules,  forage,  and  other  necessary  expenses,  besides 
the  freight  paid  for  conveyance  to  the  coast 

The  town  is  partially  lighted  up  this  year  with  carbide  as  an 
experiment,  and  the  municipal  authorities  'are  in  favour  of  its 
being  used  throughout  the  town,  its  cost  being  slightly  over  that 
of  kerosene  oil,  but  the  brilliancy  of  the  carbide  light  is  infinitely 
greater.    No  other  public  work  has  been  commenced. 
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Annex  A. — Tabls  showing  the  Amount  Levied  by  the  Custom- 
House  for  Duties  on  Articles  Imported  duiing  1901  and 
Approximate  Value  of  the  same  as  Compared  with  1900. 


Amount. 

Imports. 

DutiM. 

1900        

1901        

£ 

340,000 
832,700 

£ 
102,440 
109,705 
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Annex  C. — Ebtuen  of  the  Articles  Exported  from  Mollendo 
during  the  Years  1900-1901. 


Artioles. 

1900. 

1901. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Kilos. 

£ 

Kilos. 

£ 

Alpaca  wool     • 

2,168,241 

216,824 

2,088,325 

208,832 

Sheep's     „        • 

1,203,163 

48.126 

945,R37 

37,821 

Vicufia    „       . 

2,467 

740 

3,126    * 

782 

Borax    . .          • 

6,036,070 

30,180 

5,529,457    1 

44,240 

Silver  oreo 

1       899,732 

71,978 

679,132    I 

27,164 

Tin 

351,672 

10,650 

697,131 

17,910 

Antimonj 

202,764 

4,055 

. . 

.. 

Copper  barilla . 

8,052,604 

162,544 

2,085,875 

105,665 

Rubber.. 

2S0,23l 

66,046 

295,898 

68,180 

•  Coca  Icayes      • 

352,161 

18,608 

559,797 

27,990 

Dry  ox-hides    . 

669,836 

17,095 

478,215 

7,173 

Coffee    .. 

76,329 

3,816 

61,834 

2,476 

Bark      .. 

183,649 

9,177 

312,516 

18,750 

Bhatany 

'         11,664 

1,156 

4,003 

400 

Matioo  .. 

693 

59 

30 

2 

Cocoa    .. 

419 

41 

4.105 

126 

Tartar  .. 

1,559 

155 

443 

36 

Horns  ••• 

10,468 

209 

7,451 

47 

Horsehair 

920 

93 

699 

105 

Cocaine. . 

,    398 

398 

734 

18,275 

Copper  ingots  • 
Tin  bars 

70o 
3,463 

49 
173 

175 

•  • 

10 

■  • 

Tobacco.. 

1.088 

60 

•  • 

, , 

Yicona  skins    • 

1,626 

320 

861 

173 

Sheep      ,, 

13,214 

264 

50,822 

603 

Seal         „       . 

10,600 

500 

•  • 

.. 

„    oU,. 

5.870 

200 

, , 

, , 

Specie    .. 

,, 

43,161 

« • 

104,178 

Copper  ores 

.  • 

639,683 
4,300 

19,742 
86 

Bismuth            • 

»            .  • 

,  ^ 

4,227 

85 

Lea  1  ingots 

., 

, , 

88,430 

384 

Scrap  copper    . 

•  • 

, , 

3,865 

115 

Maize    •  • 

1            •  • 

, , 

1,743 

36 

Sundries 

9,791 

1.9.>8 

702 

70 

Total     . 

•         • 

. 

683.514 

•  • 

701,360 

Annex  D. — Return  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mollendo 
during  the  Year  1901. 

Steamers. 


Xationolity. 

Number  of     '      fr^„„„„^ 
Vessclr.        |      Tonnage. 

British 

Chilian 

G-erman  ..         • 

Peruyian 

Norwegian          

Italian 

189 

103 

64 

3 

1 
1 

836,879 

157,986 

159,335 

999 

810 

1,969 

Total 


3G1 


657,978 
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mollendo. 
Sailing  Vessels. 


Nationality. 


Kumber  of 
YesseU. 


British  .. 
American 
German  .. 
PeruTian. . 
Italian  .. 
Norwegian 

Total 


Tonnage. 


18,584 
2,721 
1,920 
1,100 

798 


26,005 


SCUOONEKS. 


Nationality. 


Ferurian. 


Number  of 
YesselB. 


26 


Tonnage. 


642 


Total. 


Number  of 
VesBela. 

Tonnage. 

steamers 

Sailing  veesels 

Schooners          

361 
24 
26 

657,978 

26,005 

642 

Totel 

411 

684,626 

Population. 


Trade. 

Copper  ore 
mininff. 


Cbrbo  de  Pasco. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Steel  reports  oa  follows  :— 

The  population  varies  but  little.  A  slight  increase  took  place 
during  the  past  year,  a  few  workmen  having  arrived  from  the  coast. 
At  present  it  numbers  about  5,600. 

All  supplies  are  sent  from  Lima ;  there  are  no  direct  importers 
from  Europe. 

During  the  first  few  months  of  the  year  the  copper  ore  mining 
industry  continued  with  considerable  activity.  Then  a  decrease 
commenced  and  continued  until  the  end  of  the  year,  when  almost 
a  complete  suspension  took  place  owing  to  the  great  fall  in  the 
price  of  copper.  Moreover,  the  ore  produced  was  of  a  much  lower 
grade.  The  heavy  transport  expenses  prohibit  the  carriage  of  ore 
to  the  coast  for  shipment  when  of  low  grade. 

Formerly  a  record  was  kept  of  the  ore  and  matte  exported,, 
but  of  late  it  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  data. 

About  the  middle  of  the  year  some  United  States*  capitalists 
arrived  here  upon  a  visit  of  inspection  of  the  mines,  to  ascertain 
for  themselves  the  correctness,  or  otherwise,  of  the  very  favourable 
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reports  which  had  been  published  so  frequently  with  regard  to 
the  richness  of  this  district.  They  were  very  satisfied  with  the 
result  of  their  visit,  and  immediately  commenced  treating  with 
the  owners  of  the  mining  property,  with  a  view  to  purchasing. 
This  project  is  still  being  carried  out.  They  have  purchased  the 
greater  number  of  the  mining  claims,  including  all  the  ore  on  the 
banks  of  the  mines.  At  present,  the  working  of  the  mines  pur- 
chased by  the  syndicate  has  been  suspended  until  machinery  and 
other  requisites  arrive,  when  work  upon  a  large  scale  will  be  com- 
menced. The  first  step  taken  has  been  to  improve  the  means  of 
communication  with  the  Central  Railway.  A  cart  road  has  been 
made  from  the  railway  station  at  Oroya  to  Cerro  de  Pasco,  about 
66  miles,  which  will  greatly  facilitate  the  transport  of  the  heavy 
machinery,  timber,  &c.,  that  will  be  requii'ed.  This  syndicate  has 
a  concession  from  the  Peruvian  Government  to  extend  the  railway 
from  Oroya  to  Cerro  de  Pasco.  The  construction  of  the  railway 
will  be  easily  accomplished,  as  the  route  does  not  present  any 
difficulties. 

A  company  was  formed  in  Lima  some  time  ago  with  the  object  of  Bumiallana 
boring  the  long  projected  Eumiallana  drainage  tunnel,  and  Tunnel, 
lately  work  has  been  commenced  under  the  control  of  a  British 
engineer.  This  work  will  greatly  facilitate  the  extraction  of  the 
rich  ores  that  exist  in  the  inundated  zone  of  the  mines,  which 
extends  from  the  level  of  the  drainage  tunnel  made  more  than 
100  years  ago.  The  length  of  the  new  tunnel  contracted  for  will 
be,  more  or  less,  2,800  metres. 

A  syndicate  has  been  formed  in  London  under  the  name  of  Gold  mining, 
the  Nimrod  Syndicate,  to  work  a  district  about  7  miles  from  here, 
where  large  veins  of  low  grade  gold  ore  exist.  The  ore  is  extremely 
abundant,  and  easily  worked  at  a  very  low  cost  These  mines 
were  worked  by  the  Incas  and  Spaniards,  but  were  abandoned 
by  the  latter,  as  they  had  not  the  facilities  which  at  present  exist 
for  extracting  the  gold  from  such  low  grade  ore  upon  a  remunera- 
tive basis.    Work  has  very  recently  commenced  there. 

Silver  mining  may  be  considered  to  be  at  a  complete  stand-  Silyer  mining, 
still.  The  produce  during  the  past  year  has  been  very  small. 
The  output  may  be  calculated  at  about  100,000  ounces  during  the 
whole  year.  Until  the  drainage  tunnel  has  been  carried  to  a 
length  of  about  half  a  mile,  it  is  not  considered  probable  that  rich 
ore  will  be  met  with. 

Coal  mining  received  a  elight  impetus  during  the  first  Coal  mining, 
months  of  the  year,  in  order  to  supply  the  copper  reducing 
furnaces,  12  of  which  were  in  operation  until  the  pnce  of  copper 
fell.  Since  then,  three  only  continue  working  upon  a  very  small 
scale.  Coal  is  found  in  several  districts,  but  aU  at  considerable 
distances  from  the  silver  and  copper  mines,  as  much  as  from  6 
to  20  miles.  The  difficulty  of  transport  is  great,  causing  the  fuel 
to  be  of  a  high  price — ^from  2L  to  3i  per  ton. 

There  are  several  sheep  runs  in  the  district  of  more  or  less  Sheop. 
extent,  having  from  60,000   to   100,000  head  bred  upon  them, 
principally  for  their  wool,  which  in  part  is  sold  in  Lima  the  rest 
being  shipped  to  Europe.     A  few  are  sent  to  the  Lima  market. 
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Coffee. 


Cocoa. 


Tobacco. 


Bice. 


Cascarilla. 


Coca. 


Mn  Vice-Consiil  Furlong  reports  as  follows  : — 

Owing  to  the  exceptionally  small  rainfall  this  year,  the  coffee 
crop  has  not  been  nearly  as  good  as  was  expected  In  a  number 
of  plantations  about  half  of  the  berries  dried  on  the  trees  before 
becoming  ripe.  This  has  not  only  caused  a  considerable  decrease 
in  the  year's  production,  but  has  also  injured  the  trees  to  such  an 
extent  that  they  will  not  bear  anything  next  year.  We  may, 
therefore,  expect  a  small  crop  in  1902. 

The  year's  output  up  to  December  31  has  been  14,000  bags  of 
parchment  coffee,  weight :  1,442,000  lbs.  gross,  the  greater  part  of 
which  has  been  shipped  to  Hamburg.  And  4,000  bags  peeled 
coffee,  weight:  812,000  lbs.  gross  for  consumption  in  Lima  and  coast. 

The  prospects  of  coffee  planters  in  Chanchamayo  are  not  very 
encouraging.  A  great  many  of  them  have  abandoned  their  planta- 
tions after  getting  in  the  crop,  and  if  prices  do  not  change  for  the 
l)etter,  many  more  will  have  to  follow.  Only  those  who  have  got 
sufficient  capital,  and  can  afford  to  wait,  will  be  able  to  remain. 

Since  the  growing  and  production  of  coffee  has,  so  far,  not  been 
a  success,  many  people  are  now  turning  their  attention  to  cocoa. 
During  the  year  about  200,000  plants  have  been  planted  out  in  the 
various  plantations.  Unfortunately  the  want  of  sufficient  rain 
has  caused  the  loss  of  at  least  50  per  cent,  of  them.  Those  that 
have  survived  are  doing  well,  and  although  the  majority  of  them 
are  the  product  of  wild  cocoa  gathered  out  of  the  forest,  it  is 
believed  that  they  will  prove  much  more  lucrative  than  anything 
else  that  could  be  grown  here,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  costs 
so  little  to  plant  and  bring  them  into  production,  as  well  as  to- 
pick  and  treat  the  crop.  The  quality  is  also  fairly  good  and  will, 
no  doubt,  improve  very  much  under  proper  cultivation. 

About  2,000  lbs.  of  tobacco  was  produced  in  the  vicinity  of  La 
Merced,  made  into  cigars  and  consumed  locally.  A  few  hundred 
pounds  were  also  produced  in  the  German  colony  of  Oxapampa,  all 
of  which  was  also  made  into  cigars  and  disposed  of  l^y  the  colonists 
in  La  Merced,  San  Luis  de  Shuaro,  and  Cerro  de  Pasco.  The  heavy 
duties  imposed  on  tobacco  has  killed  the  industry  in  this  valley. 

The  whole  of  the  rice  crop  is  not  yet  in,  but  it  is  estimated 
that  the  yield  will  be  about  100,000  lbs.,  the  greater  part  of  which 
will  be  consumed  locally. 

This  industry  is  almost  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  Chinamen, 
who  no  doubt  make  a  good  business  of  it,  since  they  get  ready 
sale  for  all  they  can  produce  at  9  soles  (18^.)  and  10  soles  (11.)  per 
quintal  of  100  lbs.  on  their  plantations. 

About  20,000  lbs.  of  cascarilla  have,  during  the  year,  been 
exported  to  Lima.  This  has  all  been  gathered  from  trees  growing 
wild  in  the  forest  and  is  of  inferior  quality,  obtaining  only  4  soles 
(8s.)  perquintal  of  100  lbs.  placed  in  La  Merced. 

The  output  of  coca  has  been  40,000  lbs.,  the  greater  part  of 
which  has  been  disposed  of  for  consumption  in  Jauja  and 
Huaucayo.    This  business  is  in  the  hands  of  two  native  planters, , 
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who  are  doing  well  out  of  it,  being  able  to  sell  it  on  their  plantations 
as  fast  as  they  can  gather  it  for  50  c.  (Is,)  per  lb.  There  are,  of 
course,  various  other  small  patches  owned  by  Indians,  and  producing 
but  a  few  pounds  each,  all  of  which  is  consumed  in  the  vicinity. 

The  making  of  chacta  (common  white  rum  of  22  degrees)  is,  Chacta. 
without  doubt,  to-day  the  only  paying  business  in  this  district. 
The  prices  have  ranged  all  through  the  year  at  from  2  soles  75  c. 
(5s.  6rf.)  to  3  soles  (6s.)  per  arroba  of  6*7  gallons,  and  as  the  con- 
sumption exceeded  the  production,  it  was  sometimes  difficult  to 
get  it,  even  at  these  prices  unless  contracted  for  in  advance. 

The  approximate  output  of  chacta  for  the  year  is  about 
200,000  arrobas.  About  one  quarter  of  this  quantity  was  con- 
sumed locally,  and  the  femainder  disposed  of  for  Jauja,  Huancayo, 
and  Cerro  de  Pasco. 

The  imports  consist  chiefly  of  empty  sacks,  flour,  sugar,  wine.  Imports, 
and  a  few  cotton  goods,  mostly  common  domestics,  and  prints  for 
wearing  apparel ;  and  about  1,000  head  of  cattle  for  food. 

The  above  are  necessaries,  and  it  is  quite  useless  to  bring  in 
other  kinds  of  goods  since  the  people  have  no  money  wherewith 
to  purchase  them,  and  most  of  them  are  so  deeply  in  debt  that 
they  have  nothing  that  they  can  call  their  own. 

The  road  from  San  Luis  de  Shuaro  to  La  Oroya  is  in  very  Cojimunica- 
good  condition.     The  Pichis  road  has  been  allowed  to  get  out  of  **^"'* 
repair,  and  is  at  present  most  unpleasant  to  travel  over. 

On  January  15,  1901,  the  bridges  of  Sogorrao,  Capelo,  and  the 
Peruvian  Corporation  over  the  River  Paucar  Tambo  were  destroyed 
by  the  floods.  Since  then  communication  with  the  Perend  Colony 
and  the  Pichis  has  been  kept  up  by  means  of  rope-ways  across 
the  river. 

The  Peruvian  Corporation  have  now  built  a  new  suspension 
bridge  in  place  of  the  one  destroyed,  and  it  was  opened  to  traffic 
on  December  15  last. 

If  the  Capelo  Bridge  is  not  soon  rebuilt  it  is  probable  that  San- 
Luis  will  cease  to  exist.  Its  principal  source  of  incoine  was 
obtained  from  the  traffic  of  the  Pichis  road,  all  of  which  is  now 
lost  to  it,  as  since  tha  new  bridge  built  by  the  Peruvian  Corporation 
has  been  opened,  all  the  traffic  goes  over  it,  leaving  San  Luis  quite 
cut  off. 

This  year  transport  has  been  plentiful  and  no  diflRculty  en-  Traosport. 
countered  in  getting  out  produce,  still  freights  have  kept  up  to 
their  original  figure  of  4  soles  (8s.)  per  quintal  from  the  Peren6 
to  La  Oroya. 

The  principal  difficulty  with  which  planters  have  still  to  con-  Labour, 
tend  is  the  .acarcity  and  high  price  of  labour.  The  only  labourers 
that  can  stand  the  work  or  are  of  any  use  are  the  Indians  of  the 
Sierra,  and  they  are  every  day  scarcer  and  more  unmanageable. 
No  matter  how  well  they  may  be  treated,  they  seldom  faithfully 
filfil  their  engagements,  and  to  take  legal  proceedings  to  compel 
them  to  do  so  would  be  little  better  than  useless. 
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Pacasmayo. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Jones  reports  as  follows : — 
Trade  and  The  volume  of  trade  which  has  passed  through  the  port  of 

^production.  Pacasmayo  in  the  12  months  under  review,  shows  no  marked 
increase  on  that  of  former  years.  Actual  statistics  are,  however, 
at  this  date  unobtainable,  the  customs  authorities  not  having  yet 
made  up  the  returns.  There  has  been  some  increase  in  the  ex- 
portation of  argentiferous  minerals,  particularly  those  containing 
copper,  as  a  consequence  of  the  enhanced  value  of  the  latter  metal, 
also  shipments  of  saccharine  products  have  augmented,  whilst 
cleaned  rice  has  shown  a  decided  falling-off.  Imports  have  been 
more  restricted.  The  buying  capacity  of  the  mountain  districts 
has  been  limited  because  of  the  poor  harvests  reaped  in  those 
parts. 
Lack  of  British  enterprise  and  commerce  in   the  district   under  the 

Bntiflh  supervision  of  this  Vice-Consulate,  has,  unfortunately,  not  extended, 

rpnse.  although,  with  greater  push  on  the  part  of  manufacturers  and 
importers,  more,  I  think,  could  be  done. 
Import  trade.  The  direct  trade  has  again  been  largely  in  the  hands  of 
Germans,  Italians,  Americans,  and  natives,  the  first-named 
supporting  small  retail  shops  in  the  principal  districts,  which  act 
as  feeders  for  the  distribution  to  consumers  of  their  imports  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  larger  British  importing  houses,  while  the 
Italians  import  chiefly  Italian  made  goods,  and  share  with  the 
Chinese  the  retail  trade  in  provisions  and  all  kinds  of  dry 
salteries.  The  Americans  compete  most  favourably  in  business 
in  rough  stuffs,  implements  of  all  kinds  and  novelties,  timber, 
manufactured  iron,  and  even  in  machinery  of  some  kinds,  and  iron 
and  steel,  of  which  the  British  manufacturer,  until  lately,  had 
the  monopoly.  •  Lima  merchants  cannot  compete  with  smaller 
local  firms,  for  the  transhipping  expenses  and  charges  of  the 
Callao  Dock  Company  are  heavy.  There  has  been  a  larger 
number  of  commercial  travellers  from  Europe  touting  the  district 
for  orders  to  the  detriment  of  established  commission  houses  in 
lima,  British  and  foreign. 
Export  trade.  ^^^^  principal  exports  now  are  sugar  and  sugar  cane  products, 
almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  British  subjects,  who,  as  manu- 
facturers and  planters,  have  suffered  very  much  from  low  prices 
caused  by  over-production  in  Europe,  stimulated  by  premiums  or 
bounties  given  on  European  exported  sugars.  This  trade  would 
increase  but  for  the  causes  mentioned. 

The  sugar  has  been  principally  shipped  again  to  the  United 
States  this  year,  although  fair  quantities  have  been  taken  by  the 
Chilian  refineries  of  Grainy  and  Concrete,  while  small  quantities 
of  syrups  have,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  been  sent  to  Liver- 
pool.   Nothing  has  gone  to  the  Australasian  Colonies  in  1901. 

The  rice  crop  has  been  small,  and  all  the  grain  has  been 
consumed  in  the  South  American  Bepublics.  This  is  also  a  trade 
in  which  Englishmen  are  interested. 

Metals  and  minerals  have  all  been  exported  by  Germans,  who 
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continue   shipping  to  the   markets  promising  the   best  returns, 
largely  to  Hamburg. 

Alcohol  and  rum  are  locally  consumed,  or  shipped  to  the  south 
and  Bolivia.  • 

Agriculture  is  well  advanced  in  the  coast   valleys,  but   the  AgricuUure. 
season  has  been  dry  and  conipiiratively  cold,  the  drougnt  in  spring 
accounting  for  bad  harvests  of  rice  along  the  coast  and  failure  of 
the  wheat  crops  in  the  interior.    Cattle  are  rather  scarce  and  dear, 
and  the  trade  with  Lima,  in  animals,  limited. 

The  shipping  trade  is  principally  carried  on  by  the  steamers  Shipping, 
of  the  Pacific  Steam  and  Chilian  lines,  and  the  cargo  boats  of 
Lamport  and  Holt  and  Gulf  lines,  with  occasional  visits  by 
German  steamships  of  the  "  Kosmos  "  line.  Direct  cargo  for  New 
York  is  conveyed  by  the  "MeTchauts  "  steamers  flying  the  British 
flag.  With  the  exception  of  sailing  ships  doing  a  coast  trade,  the 
movement  has  been  exceptionally  small,  there  having  been  no 
home  employment  for  such  craft.  Some  diflSculties  about  allow- 
ing the  regular  mail-boats  to  work  cargo  at  night  led  to  a  tem- 
porary suspension  of  these  vessels  calling  at  Pacasmayo,  to  the 
inconvenience  of  general  business ;  this,  however,  has  since  been 
arranged. 

There  is  a  local  branch  of  the  bank  of  Peru  and  London  Financial, 
established  at  this  port.  Banking. 

Some  complaints  are  made  by  captains  that  the  anchorage  is  Anchorago 
not  good,  and  of  shoals  outside  the  end  of  the  pier.  Tliis  structure  ^^^  "" 
is  in  good  repair,  and  the  light  there  maintained. 


Salaverry,  Trujillo  and  Huanchaco. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Eeid  reports  as  follows : — 

The  desire  to  improve  Trujillo  and  make  this  district  less  Native 
dependent  upon  other  places  has  fostered  a  progressive  spirit  "^^"*'"^^' 
which  seemed  to  have  lain  dormant  for  a  long  time.  There  is  now 
a  flour  mill  at  work  where  all  the  operations  are  done  by  cylinders, 
the  motive  power  being  supplied  by  a  steam  engine  or  a  water 
wheel  as  found  convenient.  An  ice  factory  has  been  started, lately 
of  sufi&cient  dimensions  to  supply  all  the  requirements  of  the 
district,  the  machinery  for  which  has  been  imported  from  the 
United  States.  A  candle  factory  has  been  fitted '  up  with 
machinery  from  Germany,  which  is  now  doing  good  work  at  more 
or  less  the  same  price  as  for  the  imported  articles.  A  company 
has  lately  been  formed  to  establish  a  cigarette  factory.  The 
necessary  machinery  is  being  brought  from  the  United  States. 

An  electric  light  company  has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
lighting  Trujillo.  It  has  made  the  necessary  contracts  with  the 
firm  of  Siemens  and  Halske,  of  Berlin,  to  supply  and  erect  the 
machinery  and  lighting  apparatu?».  The  motive  power  is  to  be 
obtained  from  a  waterfall  on  the  Kivor  Moche,  near  the.  village  of 
Poroto,  about  21  miles  frum  Trujillo.  The  waterfall,  which  is  about 
(70)  c 
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Salaverrv 
Mole. 


Imports. 


180  feet,  and  acting  on  Peltou  wheels  connected  directly  with 
dynamos,  is  expected  to  t^enerate  an  electric  power  of  200  kilowatts, 
and  this  power  is  to  be  conveyed  to  Trujillo  on  the  triphase 
system.  Tlie  installation  should  be  all  complete  by  December, 
1902,  when,  doubtless  there  will  be  some  demand  for  electric 
appliances.  During  1901  the  Trujillo  Telephone  Company 
extended  their  connections  to  Oiuzco,  Huamachuco  and  Cajabamba, 
in  all  about  300  miles.  Great  difficulty  was  found  at  first  on 
account  of  the  electric  storms  wliich  occasionally  arise  in  those 
mountainous  districts.  Now  the  difficulties  have  been- got  over 
and  communication  is  both  safe  and  constant.  What  was  at  first 
regarded  with  terror  is  now  in  continual  demand,  and  l^esides  the 
eonvenieuce,  great  advaniages  must  accrue  to  business  people 
from  tlie  use  of  this  long  distance  telephone. 

Since  1 895,  when  the  mole  at  Salaverry  was  almost  entirely 
destroyed,  the  difficulties  of  shipping  and  discharging  merchan- 
dise have  b.^eu  very  great,  especially  during  the  last  few  years, 
when  the  quantity  has  nearly  reached  the  limit  which  can  be 
handled  under  existing  circumstances.  Now  the  work  of  recon- 
struction is  going  on,  and  probably  will  be  terminated  by  the  end 
of  the  -ear  1902. 

The  United  Kingdom  supplies  more  than  40  per  cent,  of  the 
goods  imported  at  Salaverry,  but  the  increase  in  value  of  goods 
thus  supplied  during  1901  has  not  been  in  proportion  with  the 
general  increase  in  value  of  goods  imported.  The  increase  in 
value  of  goods  imported  for  tlie  year  has  been  50  per  cent.,  whilst 
the  increase  int  value  of  goods  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom 
has  only  been  42  per  cent.  The  goods  from  Germany  have 
increased  45  per  cent,  and  from  the  United  States  57  per  cent 
Very  striking  is  the  increase  in  value  of  goods  from  Belgium,  the 
increase  being  370  per  cent,  on  that  of  the  preceding  year.  Chile 
and  China  have  each  supplied  less  gQods  than  in  the  preceding 
year,  the  reduction  as  regards  the  former  country  being  nearly 
75  per  cent,  and  as  regards  the  latter  20  per  cent. 

Although  the  importation  of  goods  direct  from  foreign  countries 
is  steadily  increasing  there  is  still  a  large  quantity  brought  in  from 
Callao.  The  value  of  goods  imported  from  Callao  cannot  be 
exactly  a^^certained,  but  is  calculated  to  be  equivalent  to  that  of 
the  precedinic  year  or  about  100,000/.  The  total  value  of  goods 
imported  at  Salaverry  during  1901  may  thus  be  estimated  at,  more 
'Or  less,  250,000/. 

In  Trujillo  there  is  no  British  commercial  house,  and  con- 
sequently British  manufactures  are  not  well  represented.  The 
visits  of  commercial  travellers  do  something  in  the  way  of 
securing  orders,  but  these  are  few  in  comparison  with  what  might 
be  obiainecl,  wei'e  the  various  classes  of  goods  kept  steadily  before 
the  eyes  of  purchasers. 

The  following  tables  furnish  particulars  of  the  import  trade  at 
Salaverry  during  the  years  1900  and  1901, 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Groods  Imported  at  Salaverry  from 
the  undermentioned  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years 
1901-1900. 


Value. 

Gouni«r7. 

1901. 

1900. 

Difference 
in  1901. 

£      M.    d. 

£      #.     d. 

£         9.     d. 

United  Kingdom 

69,668  11    2 

41,790  17  •5 

Y  17,867  13     9 

United  States   . 

13,291  13    2 

9,121  11    8 

r    4,170     1     6 

28,480  11  11 

18,106    1     5 

+  10,374  10     6 

Australia 

857    7  11 

175    0    0 

+       482     7  11 

Italy      .. 

4,917    2  11 

2,488  17  10 

+     2,478     5     1 

France   .. 

9,709  18    5 

7,616    8    6 

+    2,093     4  11 

Chile      . . 

2,549  19    5 

9,984  12    3 

-    7,434  12  10 

Spain      . . 

590    4  10 

401     3    8 

4-        189     1     2 

Belgium.. 

22,598  10    2 

4.809  17     6 

+  17,788  12    9 

China     . . 

385  14    4 

486    4    2 

-       ICO    9  10 

Cuba      .. 

119  18    3 

65  15     6 

+         6^    2    9 

Ecuador.. 

284  15    8 

9    4    0 

+       275  11     8 

Colombia 

113  14  10 

23  12    0 

+         90    2  10 

Portugal. . 

292    7    0 

+       292    7    0 

British  India     . 

121    4  10 

-       121     4  10 

San  SuWador     . 

•• 

66  12    0 

66  12    0 

Total      . 

• 

143,650    5    0 

95,207    2    8 

-h  48,443     2     4 
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Sugar  is  the  article  of  greatest  importance  in  tlie  port  as  well  Export*, 
as  in  the  neighbouring  valleys  of  Ghicama  and  Santa  CataUna.  Sugar. 
The  output  is  increasing  steadily,  as  the  planters  are  extending 
continually  the  area  of  cultivated  cane  ground,  and  are  adopting 
the  most  modem  machinery  to  increase  the  output  and  improve 
the  quality  of  the  sugar  manufactured. 

The  comparison  between  the  sugar  exported  from  Salaverry  in 
1901  and  that  exported  during  the  preceding  year  is  as  follows : — 


Year. 


1901 
1900 

Increase 


Quantity. 


Kilos. 
48,343,397 
45,061,602 


3,261,795 
(about  7  %) 


The  quantity  of  alcohol  and  rum  exported  in  1900  and  1901  Alcohol  and 
was  as  follows : —  "*™- 


Quantity. 

Alcohol        

'  Bum 

Kilo?. 

608,992 

465,525 

Total           

1,074,517 

as  compared   with   1,000,578   kilos,   in   1900.      This  alcohol  is 
exported  to  Bolivia  viS,  MoUendo. 

The  exportation  of  coca  during  1901,  compared  with  that  of  Ooca. 
1900,  is  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1901 
1900 

Increase 

KUot. 
887,647 
335,771 

61,776 
(about  16-60  %) 

The  exportation  of  cocaine,  both  to  Callao  and  Germany,  has  Cocaine, 
increased  considerably  during  1901,  as  may  be  seen  from  the 
following  comparison : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1901         

1900         

KUos. 
676-86 
284 

Increase 

892-86 
(about  188  %) 
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Wool. 


Coffee. 


There  has  been  a  eUght  increase  in  the  export  of  wool,  as 
follows : — 


Ye«. 

Quantity. 

1901         

KHos. 
28,489 
26,722 

1900         

•• 

•• 

Increase  •• 

1,767 
(about  6*  %) 

The  production  of  coffee  was 

very 

unsatisfactory,  viz. : — 

Year. 

Quantity. 

1901         

KUos. 
47,445 
70,031 

1900         

•  • 

•• 

Increase  .. 

22,586 
(about  321  %) 

nidta.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  the  hides  ex- 

ported.    The  comparison  with  those  exported  during  the  pre- 
ceding year  is  as  follows : — 


Tear. 

Quantity. 

1901         .., 

1900         

Kilos. 
36,107 
16,743 

Inoreaie 

18,364 
(about  109  %) 

Starch.  The  quantity  of  starch  exported  shows  an  increase  over  that 

of  the  preceding  year,  viz. : —  s 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1901         

1900         

Kilos. 
249,787 
189,401 

Inerease 

60,886 
(about  32  %) 

Qy^g^  There  has   been  an  increase  in  the  exportation  of  ores  as 

CQmparecl  with  the  preceding  year,  viz. : — 
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Year. 

Quantity. 

1001         

IdOO         

XilOB. 

221,884 
199,226 

InoreaM 

22,668 
(about  lit  %) 

The  quantity  of  cotton  exported  during  the  year  amounts  to  Ootton. 
3,182  kilos.,  none  having  been  exported   during  the  preceding 
year. 

Under  the  heading  of  sundries  are  included  the  shipments  of  Snndrioi. 
timber,   tools,   empty   sacks   and   provisions   despatched   to  the 
Guano  Islands  and  small  ports  in  this  neighbourhood. 

A  table  is  subjoined  showing  the  quantity  and  value  of  the 
exports  from  Salaverry  during  1901. 
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Eetubn  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Salaveny  during  the 

Year  1901. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationalitj. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

United  Kingdom 

125 

227,730 

6 

5,018 

131        232,748 

ChUe       .. 

79 

123,659 

., 

•  • 

79        123.659 

Ghermany. . 

26 

68,418 

•  • 

,  a 

26          63,418 

Italy        ..         .. 

3 

2.480 

. , 

8            2,430 

Peru 

1 

1,695 

36 

4,140 

37            5,835 

United  States     .. 

, , 

2 

883 

2               883 

Denmark.. 

•• 

1 

1,079 

1            1,079 

Norway  .. 

•• 

1 

919 

1 

919 
430,966 

Total 

234 

418,932 

46 

12,034 

280 

HUANCHACO. 

Sugar  is  the  principal  article  exported  from  Huanchaco,  and  Sugar, 
there  has  been  a  small  increase  in  the  quantity  shipped,  as  may 
be  seen  from  the  following  comparative  statement : — 


Year. 


1901 
1900 

Increase 


Quantity. 


Kilos. 
11,963,5321 
11,194,224 

769,308^ 
(about  6*%) 


The  shipment  of  alcohol  from  this   port  has  decreased,   as  AloohoL 
shown  by  the  following  comparison  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1900         

1901         

Kilos. 
288,660 
188,126 

Decrease 

100.524 
(about  35  %) 

(76) 
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Reference  to  p^eiyUms  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  2495. 


Repo^rt  on  the  Trade  of  Chinde  for  the  Year  1900 
By  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Stanley  Hewitt-Fletchei:. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  Aiiguet  22,  1901.) 

The  expansion  of  the  general  trade  of  this  port,  noted  in  Trade  and 
Mr.  Vice-Consul  MacDoneU's  report  for  1899,  has  been  generally  commoroe, 
well  maintained  in  1900. 

The  Portuguese  custom-house  returns  again  show  au  advance.  Import  ^nd 
There  is  a  slight  falling-ofif  (probably  merely  temporary)  in  the  exporu. 
value  of  imports,  but  the  direct  exports  show  a  considerable  increase, 
and  this  improvement  appears  likely  to  be  permanent.    There  is 
little  variation  from   previous  years  in   the  classes  of  articles 
imported  and  exported.  ^ 

Japanese  made  matches,  which  had  been  introduced  from 
Bombay,  have  pioved  unsuitable,  as  their  composition  cannot 
resist  the  damp  climate  and  they  become  useless.  Manchester 
calicoes  are  to  a  laige  extent  taking  the  place  of  Indian-made 
calicoes  in  the  cheaper  grades,  as  they  have  a  better  appearance. 

The  export  of  oil-seed  has  declined  a!s  tlie  Zambesi  native  is, 
from  various  causes,  ceasing  to  cultivate  produce  for  sale ;  the  oil- 
seed exported  this  year  was  mostly  the  produce  of  taxes  paid  in 
kind. 

The  sugar  companies  have  had  very  good  crops,  and  it  is  to 
them  that  the  advance  shown  in  the  export  returns  is  due.  The 
partial  failure  of  the  British  Central  Africa  coflFee  crop  has  had  a 
detrimental  effect  on  the  Chinde  River  shipping,  but  has  not 
affected  the  Chinde  ^Portuguese)  customs  figures,  as  this  coffee 
is  always  shipped  direct  from  the  British  concession  and  does  not 
pass  through  the  Portuguese  customs. 

Lists  showing  the  principal  import  and  export  duties,  levied  at 
the  Gliinde  Portuguese  custom-house  on  foreign  and  Portuguese 
goods  respectively,  tkre  given  in  Table  No.  2. 

The  imports  landed  during  1900  in  the  British  concession 
amounted  to  8,000  tons,  as  against  7,000  tons  in  the  previous  year. 

The  rate  of  exchange  did  not  fluctuate  much  in  the  course  of  Exchange, 
last  year :  a  fair  average  rate  for  any  month  was  6,500  reis  to  IL 

The  business  of  the  Indian    merchants  at  Chinde  calls  for  Indian 
attention,  especially  in  view  of  the  remarkable  success  with  which  "«'«^n*>' 
(885)  A  2 
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the  Bunnia  is  developing  a  tmde  with  the  uncivilised  natives  of 
Africa,  alike  on  the  Zambesi  and  Shir^  rivers  and  in  British 
Central  Africa.  The  goods  to  supply  this  trade  all  pass  tlirough 
Chinde.  Their  local  retail  trade  here  has  somewhat  dimi- 
nished (chiefly  because  many  of  the  British  natives,  temporarily 
employed  here,  now  prefer  to  defer  their  purchases  until  their 
return  to  their  own  districts) ;  but  on  the  other  hand  the  amount 
of  goods  the  Bunnias  sent  up  country  last  year  is  much  larger 
than  it  has  "been  before.  The  Indian  firms  have  established  branch 
stores  in  many  localities  both  in  British  and  Portuguese  territory ; 
the  British  trading  licence  is  10/.  per  firm;  the  Portuguese 
trading  licence  is  lOL  per  store.  The  principal  articles  they  sell 
are  rice,  paraffin,  calico,  and  leather  belts,  which  come  to  Chinde 
from  Bk)mbay;  and  woven  shawls,  hoes,  brass  wire,  and  beads, 
which  come  from  Zanzibar.  The  Indian  merchants  have  no  direct 
trade  with  Europe  but,  amoug  the  articles  above  enumerated,  the 
leather  belts  and  some  of  the  calico  are  of  British  manufacture, 
the  paraffin  is  from  Batoum,  the  hoes  and  brass  wire  are  made  in 
Germany,  the  beads  in  Venice,  and  the  woven  shawls  in  Switzer- 
land. The  goods  from  Bombay  are  brought  over  in  dhows  in  the 
months  of  December  and  January,  when  there  is  always  a 
favourable  wind.  The  cost  of  freight  is  low :  a  dhow  of  50  tons 
burthen  being  chaii^red  for  about  about  501.  for  the  voyage. 

The  only  method  by  which   the  European   merchants  could 
compete  successfully  against  the  Bunnias,  trading  in  cheap  articles 
♦  with  raw  natives,  would  be  by  opening  small  stores  and  employing 

Indians  as  managers. 
0ood»for  It   is   noticeable   that,  with   the  spread  of  civilisation,  the 

African  trade,  native  of  Africa  has  begun  to  look  for  goods  of  better  quality 
than  those  which  satisfied  him  formerly.  This  growing  apprecia- 
tion of  quality  and  finish  is  seen  with  r^ard  to  various  articles, 
e.ff.  calico,  cutlery,  hats,  tin  trunks,  &c. 

The  hesitation  of  the  Bunnia  in  catering  for  the   educated 

African  customer  in  this  respect  seems  to  be  driving  the  latter  to 

the  European  stores,  and  if  due  care  be  taken  by  the  European 

merchants  to  foster  this  tra^e  by  selling  good   articles    at    a 

reasonable  price  a  remunerative  and  annually  expanding  business 

should  result 

Shipping  and        The  number  of  ocean-going  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Chinde 

naTigation.      jj^  IQQQ  exceeds  that  in  the  previous  year  by  about  50  per  cent 

S„g.        (Table  No.  3). 

The  German  shipping  especially  shows  a  remarkable  expan- 
sion. The  explanation  of  this  is  that  the  German  East  Africa 
Company's  new  steamer  "Adjutant,"  referred  to  in  the  last 
report  as  being  then  under  construction,  and  also  the  lighter 
"  Otto,"  commenced  running  early  in  the  year.  The  "  Adjutant" 
is  used  to  brii^  passengers  from  the  German  East  Africa 
Company's  mail  steamers  over  the  bar.  She  is  also  used  for  the 
coast  trade  and  has  a  capacity  of  400  tons ;  she  frequently  towa 
the  "  Ottx) "  which  carries  300  tons  of  cargo.  The  German  East 
Africa   Company's   steamers  made   59   visits  here  in   1900,  as 
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against  32  in  1899 ;  the  *'  Otto  "  came  in  14  times  in  the  past 
year.  Goods  from  Europe  sent  by  this  line  are  landed  at  Beira, 
Quilinjane,  or  Mozambique  and  are  brought  on  to  Chinde  by 
the  "  Adjutant "  (with  or  without  her  lighter)  or  by  the  other 
coasting  steamer  the  "  Peters." 

The  tonnage  of  the  British  shipping  entering  the  harbour 
shows  a  slight  diminution.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  one  of  the  two  British  steamers  (of  the  Aberdeen  line)  which 
regularly  call  here,  had  to  be  laid  up  for  repairs.  This  line  is  . 
of  great  service  in  bringing  most  of  the  British  cargo  for  these 
parts ;  it  also  carries  mails  and  a  number  of  passengers.  The 
agents  of  the  Aberdeen  line  at  Chinde  take  passengers  and  their 
ba^age  to  or  from  their  steamers  free  of  charge. 

The  want  of  a  good  British  line  running  north  through  the  Suez 
Canal  is  severely  felt.  People  returning  to  the  United  Kingdom 
are  at  present  obliged  either  to  travel  by  a  foreign  line  or  to  go 
by  tlie  south  ix)ute.  It  is  hoped  that  in  view  of  the  rapid 
development  now  in  progress  on  the  east  coast  and  inland,  the 
Union-Castle  line  may  extend  their  operations  in  this  direction. 
The  method  adopted  by  the  German  East  Africa  line  of  running 
small  steamers,  specially  constructed  to  cross  the  bar,  in  con- 
nection with  their  large  steamers,  would  appear  to  be  the  most 
suitable. 

A  considerable  number  of  stem-wheel  steamers  and  barges  has  Hirer 
been  added  to  the  mercantile  marine  on  the  Zambesi  and  Shir^  ahipping, 
rivers  during  the  past  year.  This  extension  is  still  in  progress ; 
six  steamers  and  19  barges  being  in  course  of  construction  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  These  figures  include  two  stern  wheel  steamers 
and  nine  barges,  which  are  being  built  at  Chinde  by  Messrs.  Yarrow 
for  the  Companhia  da  Zambesia  (vide  Tables  Nos.  4  and  5). 

During  the  past  year  there  was  a  net  increase  in  the  cargo 
carried  by  the  transport  companies  of  some  2,000  tons,  but  it  . 
must  be  noted  that  the  through  cargo  to  and  from  British  Central 
Africa  fell  off  by  1,300  tons,  and  that  the  advance  is  entirely  due 
to  the  sugar  plantations  which  are  situated  comparatively  near 
Chinde  and  the  freight  for  which  is  low  (vide  Table  No.  6). 

A  larger  number  of  passengers  travelled  on  the  river  steamers 
than  in  previous  years,  and,  in  addition  to  their  ordinary  business, 
two  companies  shared  between  them  the  transport  of  the  British 
Central  Africa  contingent  for  the  Ashanti  Expedition. 

Chinde  is  becoming  more  and  more  the  port  for  the  south-east 
portion  of  the  Congo  Independent  State ;  arrangements  were  made 
before  the  end  of  the  year  for  a  party  of  23  Congo  Independent 
State  officials,  with  horses  and  a  large  amount  of  stores,  to  disem- 
bark at  Chinde  and  to  be  transported  by  one  of  the  British 
companies  to  Mpweto,  one  of  the  frontier  stations  of  the  State. 

There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  sufficiency  of  wood  FueL 
for  fuel,  a  firm  having  obtained  concessions  of  certain  forests  from 
the  Luabo  Company,  and  having  contracted  to  supply  the  various 
companies  with  firewood.     The  |)rice  is  somewhat  high,  viz.,  2«.  6d. 
per  cubic  yard. 

(885)  A  3 
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Early  in  the  year  the  African  Lakes  Corporation  purchased 
the  barque  "  Estrella  "  and  sent  her  out  to  Chinde  to  serve  as  a 
hulk  for  storage  purposes.  She  has  a  capacity  of  900  tons  and 
has  proved  useful.  She  brought  a  c€u:go  of  530  tons  consisting 
mainly  of  patent  fuel 

The  bar.  During  1900  a  careful  survey  of  the  bar  and  entrance  to  the 

port  was  made  by  the  Portuguese  naval  officers  and  the  results 
have  been  duly  charted.  As  was  anticipated  the  sand-banks 
^  have  shifted  and  the  buoys  are  no  longer  trustworthy  guides  to 
'  the  channel.  The  local  authorities  are  taking  steps  to  rectify  this, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  before  long  buoys  will  be  placed  in  the  right 
positions.  There  is  an  authorised  pilot  whose  services  are  avail- 
able when  required. 

The  average  water  on  the  bar  at  spring  tides  appeara  to  have 
been  much  the  same  as  during  the  previous  year. 

Fopnlafcion.  The  European  colony  continues  to  increase  rapidly  and  now 

numbei-s  218  persons  as  against  127  last  reported;  of  these 
98  are  British  subjects,  105  Portuguese,  and  15  Geniians  {vide 
Table  No.  7). 

Public  health.  During  the  past  year  there  has  been  the  usual  proportion  of 
cases  of  illness,  mostly  due  to  fever  or  dysentery.  The  local 
authorities  have  built  a  sanatorium  close  to  the  sea  beach  and  this 
has  proved  of  gi-eat  benefit,  especially  to  convalescents  sent  here 
from  the  interior  for  sea  air.  There  are  two  buildings,  one  for 
Europeans  tind  one  for  natives.     Infectious  cases  are  segregated. 

The  general  health  of  the  natives  has  not  been  satisfactory, 
dysentery  having  been  prevalent  and  very  fataL  The  principal 
British  companies,  however,  have  taken  steps  to  lessen  the  sickness 
as  far  as  possible  among  the  natives  they  employ,  by  the  erection 
of  more  suitable  barraclfs  for  their  accommodation,  and  by  sink- 
ing new  wells. 

Labour.  ,  The  rate  of  native  wages  has  shown  a  tendency  to  rise  owing 
to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  labour.  Last  year  the  British  firms 
employed  about  equal  numbers  of  British  and  Portuguese  natives 
at  Chinde ;  on  the  river  steamers  the  British  natives  were  in  the 
majority. 

The  Chinese  and  Indian  artizans  resident  here  found  practi- 
cally continuous  employment  throughout  the  year.  As  a  rule  the 
Indiflm  artizan  asks  less  pay,  and  the  Chinaman  is  the  more  skilful 
and  industrious  worker  (mde  Table  No.  8). 

Public  woriis.        The  crosiou   of  the  foreshore  continues  with   undiminished 

Foreshore.  rapidity.  His  Excellency  the  Intendente*  states  that  the  current 
formed  by  the  three  rivers  the  Zambesi,  the  Chinde,  and  the 
Maria,  follows  a  serpentine  course  which  makes  it  difficult  to 
know  where  to  construct  works  so  as  to  get  the  best  results. 
Some  months  ago  the  local  authorities  contemplated  an  attempt 
to  deflect  the  current,  which  sets  strongly  against  this  portion  of 
the  bank,  but  eventually  the  scheme  was  abandoned.  Great  efforts 
have  been  made  to  protect  the  foreshore,  and  rough  breakwaters 

*  Senhor  P.  da  C.  e  S.  Pinto-Cardoso,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  much  of 
the  information  embodied  in  this  report. 
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of  stakes  fixed  in  diagonal  lines  now  cover  the  bank  in  front  of 
the  town,  commencing  immediately  below  the  British  concession. 
It  is  not  yet  apparent  whether  this  expedient  will  prove  more 
successful  than  did  the  somewhat  similar  constructions  which  were 
put  up  some  years  ago  and  the  site  of  which  is  now  covered  by 
the  river. 

The  local  authorities  have  also  built  a  short  but  substantial  Tier, 
pier  which  is  of  use  at  high  water. 

That  portion  of  the  British  concession  which  had  not  hitherto  British 
been  opened  up  has  now  been*  completely  surveyed,  the  roads  «mc«8ioii. 
planned,  and  some  of  the  plots  allotted.  Several  of  the  companies 
intend  to  remove  their  buildings  to  the  new  plots  during  1901  on 
account  of  the  inroads  of  the  river.  It  is  probable  that  a  tramway 
and  steam  crane  will  be  erected  by  one  of  the  companies  during 
the  coming  year.  This  will  supply  a  long-felt  want,  and  should 
well  repay  the  initial  expense. 

The  sugar  industry  on  the  Zambesi  still  progresses  satisfactorily,  su^ar. 
The  British  River  Transport  Companies  are  profiting  by  this,  as 
they  have  the  agency  of  the  two  sugar  companies  and  carry  nearly 
all  their  cargo,  both  imports  and  exports. 

The  Sociedade  Assucareira  da  Africa  Oriental  Portugueza  com- 
menced operations  in  June,  1897.  Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  Hillier 
gave  an  account  of  this  company  and  its  work  in  his  report  for 
1898  (No.  2328  Annual  Series).  They  obtained  their  first  crop 
last  year.  Despite  the  obstacles  usually  attendant  on  a  first 
experiment,  they  produced  1,310  tons  of  sugar,  of  which  1,250 
tons  were  of  the  first  and  60  tons  of  the  second  quality.  It  was 
all  shipped  to  Lisbon.  They  exported  no  alcohol,  but  will  do  so 
early  in  the  new  year.  The  well-judged  manner  in  which  the 
plantations  were  opened  up,  the  care  displayed  in  their  working 
from  the  commencement,  and  the  very  thorough  equipment  of 
machinery  for  ploughing,  watering,  cutting,  crushing,  and  manu- 
facturing the  sugar,  are  well  worthy  of  notice.  35  tons  of  sugar 
can  be  turned  out  in  24  hours.  The  manager  hopes  to  raise  &e 
annual  output  of  sugar  in  the  near  future  to  3,600  tons. 

The  Companhia  do  Assucar  de  Mo9ambique  are  likewise  doing 
well.  They  exported  2,560  tons  of  sugar  to  Lisbon  in  1900,  as 
against  1,630  tohs  in  1899.  Some  part  of  this  increase  is  owing 
to  a  quantity  of  molasses  having  been  manufactured  as  sugar  of  the 
second  quality  instead  of  being  passed  through  the  distillery. 
During  1900  they  only  exported  35,000  gallons  of  alcohol.  Their 
market  for  alcohol  is  the  Transvaal  and  it  was,  of  course,  afiected 
by  the  war.  The  company  tried  to  find  a  new  market  at  Lisbon, 
but  the  prices  obtained  were  too  low  to  make  this  profitable.  The 
,  number  of  people  employed  during  the  crop  season  has  risen  to 
30  Europeans  and  1,430  natives. 

The  telegraph  line  between  Chinde  and  Chiromo  has  been  Telegraphic 
frequently  out  of  order  during  the  past  year,  and,  even  when  eommunica- 
working,  the  messages  have  not  always  been  cori^ctly  transmitted.  ^^ 
There  is  no  submarine  cable  station  here,  and  the  only  means  of 
through  telegraphic  communication  with  Europe  is  by  this  line. 
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The  telegraphic  isolation  of  Chinde  has  proved  a  source  of  serious 
inconvenience  on  several  occasions, 
statistics.  The  statistics  (Tables  Nos.  1  to  8),  given  on  the  following 

pages,  have  been  drawn  up  with  great  care  and  are  believed  to  be 
substantially  accurate. 

Table  1.— Value  of  Goods  passing  through  the  Portuguese  Custom- 
Houee  during  the  Year  ended  December  31,  1900. 


!         Value. 

Totiil. 

£ 

£ 

lUPOBTS. 

1 
j 

From  Portugal 

„    other  countries 

11,710 
22,688 

34,318 

KXPOBTB. 

Direct  to  Portugal  and  other  countries 

1 

35,064 

Grand  total 

69,412 

NoTK. — The  exchange  is  reckoned  at  the  average  rate  of  exchange  during  the 
y^ar,  Tix.,  -  6,600  reie  to  the  11.  sterling.  At  the  official  rate  of  exchange,  riz., 
4,500  reis  to  the  1^.  sterling  the  total  trade  would  he  100,261/. 

Table  2. — Pobtugubse  Customs  Duties  at  Chinde,  December  31, 

1900. 

Imports  (the  more  Important  Duties  only  are  quoted). 


Articles. 


Duty. 


Brandy  (fine),  whisky,  gin,  and  Itquears       . .    Per  decalitre* 

„       (oommon),  and  other  spirits  contain- 
ing 24**  Oartier  or  more 
Champagne        ..  ..  .• 

Kifles  and  guns '  Each 

Uerolrers  and  pistols •  • !       >* 

Tobacco,  manufactured  I  Per  kilogrammef. 

„        not  manufactured      .  •  • .         •  • ! 

Textiles  of  silk,  or  into  which  silk  is  woren  . 
Shawls  of  wool,  and  wool  mixed  with  cotton. . 
Pure  wool  flannel 
Bubber  goods    • . 


Clocks     . 
Matches . 


Ad  valorem 


11     6 

9  3 

7  1 

10  9 
3  1 

11  1 
5  6 
7  8 
2  2 
1  10 
1  6 

Per  cent. 
25 
10 


*  1  decalitre  »  2  gallons  1  "6  pinto.  f  1  kilogramme  »  2  -204  lbs. 

NoTS. — The  import  duty  on  goods  of  Portuguefe  origin  is  only  10  per  cent,  of 
the  ordinary  duty,  with  a  minimum  of  8  per  cent,  ad  Talorem.  The  rate  of 
exchange  adopted  in  the  import  duty  (able  is  6,500  reis  (x)  the  11.  sterling. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHIKDK. 

Exports. 


Per  Cent.  Ad  Valorem. 

Artidet. 

To  Foreign 
Ports. 

To  Portuguese 
Ports. 

iTory 

Rubber,  hippopotamus  teeth,  &« 

Gum,  copal,  pearls,  &c 

Wax,  ebony,  &e.           

Sesame,  natire  tobacco,  &c 

Other  articles 

10 
8 
6 
5 
4 
2 

7t 
6 

44 

8f 

2 

1 

Table  3. — Return  of  British  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  the  Port  of 
Chinde  during  the  Year  ended  December  31, 1900. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

T< 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

>tal. 

Nationalitj. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

British    .. 
Crerman  •  •         •  • 
Portn^o^ese 
Norwegian 

87 
16 

'1 

8,160 
6,850 

'soo 

27 
69 
12 

•  • 

21,008 

80,600 

4,705 

64 

74 

i      12 

:     1 

24,168 

87,450 

4,706 

600 

Total 

53 

10,510 

98 

1     56,813 

!     151 

66,828 
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Table  5. — JTumber  of  Gunboats,  Trading  Vessels,  &c.  (showing 
Nationality)  on  the  Rivers  Zambesi  and  Shir6  on  December  31, 
1900. 


Nationalitj. 


Gunboattf. 


Number. 


Trading     ,       Steam  rn^^i 

Vessels.      !    Launches,    i        ^^"'^ 


British  .. 
Portuguese 
German.  • 


99 

18 

6 


106 

25 

6 


Total. 


122 


136 


Table  6.— Amount  of  Cargo  Carried  by  the  British  Transport 
Companies  on  the  Rivers  Zambesi  and  Shir^  during  the  Year 
ending  December  31,  1900. 


Nsme  of  Company. 


To  and  from  British 

Central  African 

Poru. 


African  LakM  Corpomtion,  Limited      .... 

Sliarrer'i  Zambsal  l^r^fflc  Company, 
Limited       

African  International  Flotilla  and  Trans- 
port Company,  Limited  ... 

BrItUh  Central  Afiican  Transit  Com- 
pany, Limited       

Total       

„    1899  

Increase  or  decrease    ... 


+     2,090 


•  Moit  of  tbii  was  sugar  brought  down  from  the  plantation  of  the  Qooiedade  Assucareira  da 
AlHca  Oriental  Portuguesa  In  the  sugar  company's  own  craft  to  the  African  Lakes  *Corporailon'fe 
rsceiTlng  barque  '*  Estrella.** 


Table  7. — Population — European,  Asiatic,  and  African — Eesident 
at  Chinde  and  on  River  Vessels  on  December  31,  1900. 


NationaUiy. 

Number. 

British         ..         ..  -      .. 
Portuguese  . . 
German 
British  Indians 
Portuguese  Indians 
Chinese       

.•       98 
..     105 
..       15 

*  •         •  • 

218 
50 
12 

Zansibari    ••         ••         .• 

26 

British  Africans     . . 
Portuguese  Africans 

(about) 
(about) 

560 
700 

Total        .. 

1,677 
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Table  8.»Bates  of  Wages  duriiig  the  Year  ended  December  81 

1900. 


Desoription  of  Labour. 

Per  Month. 

I 

1      Bemarks. 

From— 

To- 

European  skilled  labour 

Indian  and  Chinese  skilled  labour 
Native  smiths,  bricklajers,  carpenters,  &c. 

Hative  unskilled  labourers 

Native  house  servants         

Indian  and  Zanzibari  house  servants 

£    #. 

12  0 
1  0 
1  0 
0    6 

0  5 

1  0 

£    #. 
25    0 
16    0 

2  10 

0  10 

1  5 

3  0 

!  Without  food 
Without  food 
:  With  food 
;  With  food 
!  With  food 
'  With  food 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  ATigolafor  the  Year  1900 
By  Mr.  Consul  Nightingaxe. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  October  8, 1901.) 

The  past  year  has  been  most  disastrous  throughout  tJie 
whole  of  the  province  of  Angola,  both  as  regards  trade  and 
agriculture. 

Although  there  appears  to  be  an  increase  in  the  value  of  the  Import*, 
imports  to  the  amount  of  52,041,000  reis  (8,023/.),  the  decrease  in 
the  duties  collected  of  182,673,000  reis  (28,164/.)  would  show 
rather  that  the  values  wer^  over  estimated.  This  can  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  most  of  the  imported  goods  pay  by  weight 
and  not  ad  valorem,  so  that  very  little  attention  is  given  to  the 
value  declared.  The  imports  of  Portuguese  origin  (Annex  B) 
have  again  fallen  off,  amounting  to  158,086,000  reis  (24,374/.)  less 
than  in  1899. 

It  is  in  the  exports  where  the  real  decrease  in  the  trade  of  Exports, 
the  province,  to  the  extent  of  1,756,939,000  reis  (270,881/.),  is 
apparent,  which  is  mainly  due  to  the  failure  of  the  coffee  crops 
and  to  the  diminished   quantity   of  rubber   brought   in   by   the 
natives. 

The  rubber  trade  has  fallen  off  very  considerably,  'but  it 
is  difficult  to  say  whether  this  diminution  is  due  to  the  low 
price  at  present  offered  as  compared  with  the  two  previous  years, 
which  makes  the  native  suspicious  that  the  white  trader  is 
trying  to  get  the  better  ot  him,  or  whether  the  native  is  still 
rich  in  cotton  goods,  powder  and  gums,  as  the  result  of  the  good 
business  done  in  1898-99.  It  is  thought  possible  in  some  quarters 
that  a  good  deal  of  the  trade  is  going  to  the  Congo  Independent 
State.  A  quarrel  between  the  white  traders  and  natives  in  the 
far  interior  between  Benguella  and  Mossamedes  which  has  been 
going  on  for  over  a  year  no  doubt  is  the  cause  of  part  of  the 
falling-off  in  trade. 

Want  of  rain  was  the  cause  of  the  falling-off  in  the  coffee  crop ;  Coffee, 
it  is  predicted  that  the  next  crop  will  be  very  good. 

Annex  E  shows  the  shipping  movement  during  the  past  year,     shipping. 

The  Eoyal  Trans- African  Railway  Company  shows  an  improve-  Eaiiways. 
ment  as  compared  with  1899,  the  total  deficit  on  the  year  1900 
(906)  A  2 
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being  only  936/.  (Annex  F),  as  against  6,395/.  in  the  previous  year 
Annex  G  is  a  return  of  the  rolling-stock  (all  Belgian  make) 
existing  at  tlie  end  of  December  last,  most  of  which  is  far  from 
Ijeing  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  Annex  H  gives  the  stations 
and  the  different  altitudes  along  the  line.  There  ib  one  train  a 
day  each  way,  Station  No.  11  being  the  stopping  place  for  the 
first  night,  the  journey  being  continued  the  next  day  to  the  end 
of  the  line.  No  further  details  are  yet  to  hand  as  to  the  pro- 
posed continuation  of  this  line,  which  was  mentioned  in  my 
last  Keport  (No.  2555),  neither  is  any  information  obtainable 
respecting  the  Benguella  to  Bihe  Eailway  (also  mentioned 
in  last  repoit).  It  would  appear,  however,  that  the  sources  from 
which  the  capital  for  constructing  the  latter  line  was  to  be 
obtained  have  not  proved  so  productive  as  was  at  first  calculated. 

The  extension  of  telegraphic  communication  continues ;  the  line 
is  now  opened  between  Loanda  and  Santo  Antonio  do  Zaire,  and 
the  one  to  Novo  Bedondo  (to  the  south  of  Loanda)  is  nearly 
completed.  When  we  consider  that  in  1895  there  were  but 
about  220  miles  of  telegra])h  line  in  the  whole  of  Angola  and  that 
to-day  there  are  1,580  miles  open  for  traffic,  some  idea  may 
be  formed  of  the  attention  that  has  been  given  towards  bringing 
the  different  parts  of  the  province  in  touch  with  each  other.  At 
times  communication  is  interrupted  through  the  falling  of  the 
wooden  posts,  jungle  fires,  lightning,  or  the  ravages  of  the 
white  ant,  dry  rot,  &c.  It  is  probable  that  the  wooden  posts 
will  be  replaced  by  iron  posts,  especially  for  the  line  between 
Loanda  and  the  Congo.  There  is  a  through  rate  service  to  Europe 
from  the  principal  stations  in  the  province.  Annex  I  shows  the 
movemsnt  for  1900,  and  although  the  expenditure  exceeds  the 
receipts  by  more  than  double,  it  should  be  remembered  that  of 
the  telegrams  sent  9,414  were  on  Government  service. 

The  Loanda  gas  works  are  still  closed,  and  seem  likely  to 
continue  so  in  the  present  state  of  the  province. 

No  returns  for  1900  for  contracted  labour  have  yet  been 
published,  but  the  returns  for  1899  show  that  7,363  were  con- 
tracted, of  which  number  3,648  were  sent  to  the  islands  of 
St.  Thome  and  Princip^. 

There  seems  to  be  no  abatement  of  the  sleeping  sickness.  Three 
Portuguese  doctors  have  come  to  the  province  on  a  special  com- 
mission to  study  the  disease,  and  the  results  of  their  investigation 
are  anxiously  looked  forward  to  by  all. 

The  statistics  published  in  the  "  Annuario  Statistic©  "  for  1899 
have  quite  upset  the  general  idea  that  the  population  of  Angola 
amounted  to  millions.  The  returns  show  955,010  natives  and 
11,491  whites  as  existing  in  the  whole  of  the  province,  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  large  districts  of  Cacongo  and  Cassange,  for 
which  returns  were  not  made;  still,  if  we  double  the  number 
already  given  as  a  fair  proportion  for  those  two  districts,  the 
result  falls  far  short  of  what  most  of  the  old  settlers  in  the 
province  computed  the  population  to  be. 

The  latest  statistics  obtainable  for  that  part  of  the  province' 
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known  as  the  "Districto  do  Congo"  are  those  for  1899,  and  a  Congo 
distinct  improvement  is  shown  both  in  the  imports  and  exports  ^^"*"<*- 
as  compared  with  1898.     The  past  year,  however,  is  not  expected 
to  show  so  good  a  residt,  the  falling-oflf  in  trade  appearing  to 
have  been  general  throughout  the  province. 

With  the  meagre  notes  at  hand  there  is  very  little  to  add  to  Ckneral 
this  report.  No  returns  of  the  value  of  imports  from  the  difTerent  ''«"*'^*- 
<jountries  being  obtainable  at  present,  it  is  impossible  to  say 
whether  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  have  increased 
or  diminished.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  state  in  which 
the  merchants  in  the  province  find  themselves  from  the  following 
extract  of  a  representation  made  by  the  Centre  Colonial  of  Lisbon 
to  the  Ministro  da  Marinha  e  Ultramar  (Colonial  Minister) : — 

"  1.  That  gratuitous  storage  in  the  custom-houses  of  Angola  be 
allowed  for  two  years  "  (at  present  goods  commence  to  pay  storage 
after  six  months). 

"2.  That  the  payment  of  import  duties  may  be  made  at 
12  months'  date  without  incurring  interest. 

"  3.  That  the  payment  of  export  duties  may  be  made  at  six 
months'  date  without  incurring  interest. 

.  "  4.  Permission  to  renew  twice  in  their  entirety  the  merchants' 
acceptances  which  may  be  held  by  the  Treasury  of  Angola. 

"  5.  A  request  that  telegraphic  instructions  be  sent  imme- 
diately to  the  Governor-General  of  Angola  to  stay  the  public  sale 
of  goods  which  may  have  been  stored  more  than  12  months" 
(according  to  the  old  rules  all  goods  after  19.  months'  storage  were 
sold  witljout  consulting  the  consignee). 

The  above  shows  the  present  stagnant  state  of  things  in  Angola. 
The  customs  tariff  is  far  too  high  for  a  colony  which,  although 
an  old  one,  is  very  little  developed,  and  never  can  be  under  the 
existing  regime.  Capitalists  and  merchants  prefer  to  seek  other 
fields  where  more  facilities  are  given  them  for  turning  over  their 
capital.  Thousands  of  square  miles  of  rich  land  are  to  be  met 
with,  on  the  margins  of  the  diflFerent  rivers  and  in  the  higher 
lards  in  the  interior  awaiting  the  plough  and  harrow,  but  to 
obtain  a  concession  of  more  than  1,000  hectares  (about  2,500 
acres)  is  a  very  tedious  operation  and  somewhat  expensive.  The 
"open  door"  system  is  what  is  required  for  Angola,  more  espe- 
cially now  that  the  Belgians  are  working  into  the  interior  on 
the  one  side  and  the  Geimans  on  the  other.  The  tariff  of  1892 
has  undoubtedly  proved  disastrous  to  the  province,  benefiting  but 
a  few  merchants  in  Lisbon  and  Oporto  and  the  national  line 
of  steamers,  the  Empreza  Nacional  de  Naveqaqao  a  Vapor,  to 
the  sacrifice  of  a  fine  colony  just  at  a  time  when  every  lacility 
should  have  been  given  to  invite  capital  to  the  country  and  to 
push  on  into  the  interior  in  order  to  compete  with  the  neighbours 
to  the  Jiorth  and  south. 

The  bad  state  of  things  is  not  felt  merely  in  the  colony,  it  is 

reflected  on  the  merchants  in  Oporto  and  Lisbon.     In  Benguella 

especially  the  deposits  of  goods  for  trade  with  the  natives  are 

enormous,  and  there  they  are  lying  idle  whilst  the  interest  on 
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the  capital  is  accumulating.  To  make  matters  much  worse,  the- 
planter  also  finds  himself  in  great  straits  owing  to  the  new  impost 
on  rum  which  came  into  force  over  a  year  ago,  and  the  slackness 
of  trade,  which  has  diminished  the  sale  oF  that  commodity,  the 
supply  being  considerably  greater  than  the  demand.  Some  of 
tlie  richer  planters  have  ordered  sugar  machinery  from  America, 
which  may  help  them  out  of  their  difficulties  now  that  Portuguese 
colonial  produced  sugar  enjoys  a  bonus  of  oO  per  cent,  over  foreign 
sugare  imported  into  Portugal.  The  smaller  men,  liowever,  are 
likely  to  suffer  greatly  through  not  having  sufficient  capital  to  lay 
out  on  the  expensive  plant  required  for  sugar  making. 

To  sum  up  in  a  few  words,  the  province  of  Angola  is  passijig 
through  a  great  crisis,  and  careful  treatment  on  the  part  of  the 
administration  will  be  needed  in  order  to  stay  what  appears  to  be 
an  approaching  calamity,  for  if  things  continue  on  much  longer 
in  their  present  state,  the  result  will  be  disastrous  throughout  the 
whole  province. 
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Annex  D. — ^BirruRM  showing  the  Principal  Exports  and  their 
Quantities  from  the  Ports  of  Ambriz,  Loanda,  Benguella, 
and  Mossamedes  daring  the  Year  1900. 


Articles. 


Almeidina  (euphorbia  gum  or 
potato  rubber) 

Coffee 

Fish  (dried)* 

Ghnms     .. 

Hides  (raw) 

'Ivory 

Palm  kernels     . . 

Baw  cotton       

Bubber 

Bum* 

Wax 

Oattlef 


Tons 


Quantity. 


G^ons 

Tons 

Number 


84 

6,802 

4,465 

214 

169 

8 

864 

48 

2,364 

82,660 

609 

1,470 


Increase  or 

Decrease 

as  compared 

with  1899. 


89 

1,607 

982 

60 

46 

1 

244 

9 

1,026 

11,800 

126 


*  These  two  articles  should  be  taken  as  inter-proTineial  exports, 
t  The  greater  part  of  the  cattle  are  exported  to  the  islands  of  San  Thom^  and 
Principi,  the  rest  are  shipped  to  the  Congo  Independent  State. 
{  No  previous  return. 


Annex  E — ^Rbturn  of  Shipping  (Ocean-going  Vessels)  Entering 
the  different  Ports  of  Angola  during  the  Year  1 900. 

Port  of  Ambriz. 


Steam 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

German 

Portuguese         

18 

12            , 

68            I 

20,284 
17,019 
87,221 

Total 

88 

124,624 
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POBT  OP  LOAHDA. 


Nfttioiuilitj. 


Steun. 


Number 

of 
Veeselfl. 


Tons. 


Sailitig. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


American 
British     .. 
Congo     Indepen 

dent  State 
German  .. 
Italian     .. 
Norwegian 
Portuguese 

Total 


21 

4 
17 


4,820 
22,926 


87  129,674 


129       ;    180,058 


1 

21 


226 
22,638 


1,389 
6,405 
4,457 


4 

4,820 

17 

22,926 

2 

1,389 

6 

6,405 

93 

'    134,131 

15 


12,477 


144  192,5^ 


Port  of  Benguella. 


Nationality. 


British. . 
German 
Italian. . 
Portuguese 

Total 


Steam. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons 


Sailing. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


6 


1,758 
8,504 


62       .    103,786 


70 


114,048 


773 
4,909 


5,682 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Vessek. 


Tons. 


2 

6 

1 

69 

1,758 

8,504 

773 

108,695 

78 

119,730 

Port  of  Mossamedes. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

American 
Portuguese     . . 

36 

06,430 

2 

1 

343 

584 

2 
36 

343 
67,014 

Total       . . 

35 

66,430 

3 

927 

38 

67,357 
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Annex  F.— Movement  of  the  Koyal  Trans-African  Railway 
Company  during  the  Year  1900. 

Trafpio,  &c. 


Description. 

Miles.. 
Number 

Tons  .. 

Quantity. 

Increase  as 

compared  with 

1899. 

Line  opened  for  traffic 
PasBcngen  carried 

Cattle  carried 

Cargo  carried 

227 

28,702 

6,425 

20,286 

4^815 
1,962 
7,898 

Eeceipts,  &c. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Gross  receipts,  1900         

Increase,  1899 

Expenditure,  1900 

Increase,  1899 

Expenditure,  1900 

Gross  receipts,  1900         

Beis. 

300,661,000 

47,128,000 

306,627,000 
11,719,000 

•  • 
•• 

£ 

46,339 

7,266 

47,276 
1,807 

47,275 
46,339 

Deficit         

•• 

936 
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Annex  G. — Return  of  the  Boiling  Stock  of  the  Royal  Trans- 
African  Railway  Company  in  Use  at  the  end  of  December, 
1900. 


Description. 

Weight. 

Number. 

Locomotives — 
Tubize  system — 

Heaw 

Light 

Couillet  St.  Leonard  system — 

Heaw 

Light 

Carriages — 

Saloon      . .          . .          • . 

1st  class • 

2nd  class 

3rd  class 

Ist  and  2nd  class  combined     . . 
Waggons — 

Baggage 

Postal 

Covered 

Cattle,  covered 

Powder   .. 

Water  tanks 

Open,  high  sides            

„     low  sides 

Forrails 

For  grass 

Tons. 
25 

m 

21 
15 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

10 
2 

4 
5 

4 
2 
4 
14 
6 

2 

6 

24 

15 

1 

3 

10 

102 

6 

2 
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Annex  H. — Beturn  of  the  different  Altitudes  of  the  Uoyal 
Trans-African  Eailway  Company. 


Number 

KUo- 

of 

Name. 

metrical 

Altitude. 

Indications. 

Station. 

Position. 

Metres.* 

1 

lioanda     . . 

1,284 

6-71 

W&ter  tank 

2 

„      Upper  CSty 

8,786. 

36-90 

Water  tank 

3 

Cacuaoo    .  • 

20,199 

3-80 

4, 

Quifftngondo 

28,208 

6-80 

Water  tank 

5 

Funda       •  • 

46,595 

11-15 

Water  tank 

6 

Oabiri 

69,526 

19*30 

Water  tanK 

7 

Catote 

95,936 

41-60 

Bestaurant  and  crosaiiig 

8 

Ounga 

116,647 

17  00 

Water  tank 

9 

CaMoneoa .  • 

139,888 

41  06 

Water  tank 

10 

Barraca     .  • 

158,680 

153 -63 

Water  tank 

11 

Zenxado  Itombe.. 

189,321 

76  •85 

Water  tank,  restaurant  and 
night  stoppage 

12 

OasBualalla 

218,234 

61-76 

18 

Oeiras 

228,140 

40  19 

Water  tank 

14 

Talk  Quixanga    .• 

258,328 

329-96 

16 

Luinha      •  • 

261,817 

210-25 

Water  tank 

16 

Canhoca    •• 

286,484 

321-20 

crossing 

17 

Queta 

299,565 

488-99 

18 

N'DallaTando    .. 

320,452 

787-98 

19 

Camoma    .. 

338,172 

759-97 

Water  tank 

20 

354,186 

717-51 

21 

Lucalla     •  • 

363,320 

1 

690-26 

Water  tank  and  restaurant 

*  1  metre  —  3*28  feet. 


Annex  I, — Movement  of  the  Telegraph  Service  in  Angola 
during  the  Year  1900. 

Telegrams,  &c. 


Number  of— 

Telegrams. 

Words. 

Total 

Through  rate  to  Europe 

27,632 
278 

246,176 
2,242 

Eecbipts,  &c. 


Ghross  receipts 

Expenditure 

Extra  expenditure  on  extension  of  lines 


Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Beis. 
18,201,000 
30,209,000 
21,505,000 

£ 
2,036 
4,657 
3,316 
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Annex  J. — Eeturn  showing  Value  of  Imports  and  the  Countries 
of  their  Origin  into  the  Congo  District  during  the  Year  1899. 


Country. 


Vidue. 


Currency. 


Sterling. 


Congo  Independent  State. 

France 

Q-ermany     .. 

HoUand 

Portugal  and  pouesaions , 
United  Kingdom  . . 
Other  countries     . . 

Total,  1899 
„      1898 

Increase,  1899    , 

Duty  


Reis. 

26,960,000 

3,983,000 

229,790,000 

40,787,000 

120,797,000 

364,913,000 

872,000 


788,092,000 
535,816,000 


262,277,000 


119,772,000 


£ 

4,155 

614 

85,429 

6,288 

18,624 

56,262 

134 


121,506 
82,611 


88,895 


18,466 


Table  K. — Return  showing  Principal  Exports,  their  Quantities, 
and  Amount  of  Duties  Collected  in  the  Congo  District  during 
the  Year  1899. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Increase  as 
compared 
with  1898. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Coffee 
Palm  oil 

„     kernels 
Bubber 

Tons. 
1,183 

736 
2,189 

579 

Tons. 
427 
8 

10 

62 

Beis. 

•  • 

£ 

•  • 

Total,  1899       .. 
„      1898       .. 

. , 

•• 

923,000  000 
733,788,000 

142,306 
113,134 

Increase,  1899  .. 

.. 

189,212,000 

29,172 

Duty 

•• 

70,497,000 

10,869 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Poi*tugcd  for  the  Year  1900  hy  Mr.  Harrison 
Commercial  Attache  to  His  Majesty's  Legation  at  Li^07i. 

(Reoeiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  February  11, 1902.) 

The  statistics  of  the  general  trade  of  Portugal  in  the  year  o-eneral 
1900  have  recently  been  issued  and  show  that  the  ordinary  trade  remark*, 
and  commerce  of  the  country  continue  to  make  considerable  pro- 
gress, in  spite  of  the  financial  depression  and  colonial  diflBculties 
in  Africa.  The  population  of  Portugal  is  less  than  5,000,000  so 
that  the  trade  is  small,  but  the  value  of  imports  and  exports 
steadily  increases  and  the  general  condition  of  the  country  offers 
favourable  prospects  for  the  future. 

Portugal  is  by  nature  an  agricultural  as  opposed  to  an 
industrial  country,  but  since  the  year  1891,  in  which  the  pro- 
tectionist movement  and  the  establishment  of  national  industries 
commenced,  Lisbon  and  Oporto  have  become  surrounded  by 
factories  in  which  nearly  all  classes  of  goods  are  now  manu- 
factured. The  high  customs  tariff  has  raised  prices  and  greatly 
increased  the  cost  of  living,  but  the  growth  of  these  factories 
although  making  life  harder  for  the  agricultural  classes,  has  tended 
to  raise  wages  and  the  standard  of  requirements  in  the  cities,  so 
that  in  spite  of  high  duties  the  demand  for  foreign  goods  has 
increased. 

There  is  still  much  for  foreigners  to  do  in  the  country.  Lisbon 
and  Oporto,  the  two  great  centres  of  commercial  life,  are  large 
and  flourishing  cities  demanding  all  the  necessities  of  modern  life. 
The  country  is  but  little  opened  up  and  is  in  a  very  backward 
condition,  but  the  wine  trade,  cork  trade,  and  agriculture  have 
already  brought  in  large  sums  of  money  and  are  capable  of  further 
development.  Mining  shows  signs  of  being  established  on  a 
profitable  basis,  and  the  investment  of  capital  in  tramways  and 
public  works  in  Portugal  points  to  a  general  advance  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  country.  The  more  prosperous  the  country  can 
become,  the  better  it  will  be  for  British  trade  which  plays  such 
an  important  part  in  Portugal. 

The  total  value  of  the  general  trade,  including  the  exportation 
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of  foreign  and  colonial  products,  for  the  years  1899  and  1900  was 
as  follows : — 


1899. 

1900. 

Sterling. 

Cnrrency. 

Sterling. 

Importation     •  • 
Exportation     . . 

MilKis. 
66,931,500 
46,096,100 

£ 

10,874,300 
6,989,700 

Milreis. 
75,824,900 
47,031,000 

11,762,700 
7,289,800 

Total     .• 

112,026,600 

17,364,000 

122,866,900 

19,042,600 

Trade  of 
1900. 


Imports 


Cotton. 


These  figures  show  an  increase  of  10,829  contos  of  reis 
(1,678,500/.)  as  compared  with  the  year  1899,  upwards  of 
14,000  contos  of  reis  ^2,170,000/.)  as  compared  with  1898,  and 
upwards  of  34,000  contos  of  reis  (5,270,000/.)  as  compared  with 
the  year  1897. 

The  following  table  shows  the  statistics  of  the  value  of  the 
various  classes  of  imports  and  exports  in  the  year  1900 : — 


I>escription. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Currency. 

SterUng. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Lire  animals    .  • 
Kaw  materials  •  • 
Yams  and  tissues       • . 
Alimentary  substances 
Machinery,  &c. 
Manufaotnred  articles 
Various..         ••         •• 

Milreis. 

2,854,800 

33,622,600 

7,592,200 

21,608,300 

4,678,500 

6,380,500 

88,000 

£ 

442,800 

6,211,400 

1,176,700 

3,349,200 

726,000 

833,900 

13,600 

Milreis. 

3,869,700 
12,024,100 

3,620,400 
22,608,800 

1,310,800 

3,697,200 

£ 

600,000 
1,863,000 

562,000 
3,504,000  ■ 

203,000 

667,000 

Total      .. 

75,824,900 

11,762,000 

47,031,000 

7,289,000 

Coal. 


All  classes  of  imports  show  a  considerable  increase  in  value 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  and  the  improvement  is 
especially  noticeable  in  those  articles  indicating  the  increasing 
importance  of  manufactories  in  Portusal. 

The  importation  of  raw  materieds  is  valued  at  more  than 
7,000  contos  of  reis  (1,085,000/.)  more  than  in  1899  and  upwards 
of  13,000  contos  of  reis  (2,015,000/.)  more  than  in  1897  and  1898. 

The  prmcipal  increases  in  this  class  are  raw  cotton,  coal» 
lumber,  metals,  and  hides.  The  value  of  the  raw  cotton  imported 
was  4,476  contos  of  reis  (693,780/.)  or  1,000  contos  of  reis 
(155,000/.)  more  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Of  this,  2,091  contos 
of  reis  (324,000/.)  were  supplied  by  Brazil ;  1,650  contos  of  reis 
(255,750/.)  from  the  United  States  of  America;  and  615  contos  of 
reis  (95,325/.)  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

*The  coal  imported  in  the  year  1900  amounted  to  882,931  tons 
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valued  at  5,492  contos  of  reis  (851,260/.),  making  118,000  tons 
more  than  in  1899,  and  268,000  tons  more  than  in  the  year  1896. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  this  quantity  was  shipped  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  only  exception  being  39,508  tons  from  the 
United  States,  and  a  few  hundred  tons  from  Grermany  and  Spain. 
The  principal  ports  for  the  coal  trade  were  Lisbon,  439,000  tons ; 
Oporto,  150,000  tons;  Funchal,  182,000  tons;  Ponta  Delgada, 
82,000  tons ;  Villa  Eeal  de  S.  Antonio,  12,000  tons.  The  quantity 
of  coke  imported  amounted  to  8,625  tons. 

The  value  of  yarns  and  tissues  imported  in  1900  was  449  contos  Yarni  and 
of  reis  (69,640/.)  more  than  in  the  preceding  year,  the  increase  being  *"•«••• 
principally  in  light  woollens,  silks  and  linens. 

The  increase  in  the  importation  of  alimentary  substances  was 
valued  at  1,175  contos  of  reis  (182,125/.).  The  most  notable 
improvement  was  in  salt  cod  (bacalSo)  valued  at  2,821  contos  of  Salt  cod. 
reis  (437,255/.)  imported  in  1900.  Of  this  14,205  tons  were 
imported  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  5,674  tons  from  Norway 
and  Sweden. 

The  value  of  the  machinery  imported  into  Portugal  in  1900  Machinery, 
remained  about  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year,  which  was 
an  increase  of  upwards  of  1,644  contos  of  reis  (254,820/.)  as  com- 
pared with  1897  and  1896.  The  machinery  in  transit  for  the 
Portuguese  colonies  was  valued  at  700  contos  of  reis  (108,500/.) 
more  than  in  1899. 

Manufactured  articles  were  imported  for  the  value  of  about 
400  contos  of  reis  (62,000/.)  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 

With  regard  to  exportation  the  year  1900  shows  an  advance  Exports, 
of  2,000  contos  of  reis  (310,000/.)  as  compared  with  the  two  pre- 
ceding years,  and  9,500  contos  of  reis  (1,472,500/.)  as  compared 
with  1897. 

Of  the  total  exportation  of  the  year  1900,  valued  at  47,031 
contos  of  reis  (7,289,000/.),  national  produce  was  valued  at  30,930 
contos  of  reis  (4,794,000/.) ;  colonial  produce  re-exported  from 
Portugal  at  13,381  contos  of  reis  (2,074,000/.),  and  goods  in 
transit  at  2,719  contos  of  reis  (421,000/). 

Of  the  national  productions  exported  from  Portugal  in  the 
year  1900,  raw  materials  were  valued  at  5,800  contos  of  reis 
(899,000/.)  an  increase  of  877  contos  of  reis  (135,900/.)  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  year,  and  558  contos  of  reis  (86,400/.)  as  com- 
pared with  1896. 

Of  the  raw  materials  exported  from  Portugal  the  most  valu- 
able are  cork  and  minerals. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  various  Cork, 
kinds  of  cork  exported  during  the  year  1900  : — 
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Description. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Gurrenoy. 

Sterling. 

Scraps           

In  the  rough            •  • 

In  boards 

In  cubes        

Sawdust        

Viifgin           

Tons. 

18,606 
600 

26,419 
288 
247 
288 

Milreis. 

168,746 

24,728 

2,282,047 

40,886 

6,000 

6,829 

£ 

28,700 

8,700 

846,900 

6,200 

980 

1,064 

Total 

•• 

2,464,186 

881,484 

Minerals. 


The  principal  markets  for  cork  boards  were  Germany,  8,655 
tons;  United  Kingdom,  5,303  tons;  United  States,  3,374  tons; 
and  Russia,  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  Denmark. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  minerals  exported  from  Portugal 
in  1900  is  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Copper          

Iron 

Lead 

Manganese 

Antimonj 

Tons. 

404,016 

88,686 

8,283 

6,008 

407 

MilreU. 

1,092,781 

118,881 

136,782 

16,926 

10,110 

£ 

169,200 

18,200 

20,900 

2,600 

1,660 

Yams  and 
tissues. 


Wine. 


The  exportations  of  yarns  and  tissues  depend  entirely  on  the 
demand  in  the  Portuguese  colonies.  The  commercial  depression 
in  the  colonies,  as  mentioned  below,  has  reduced  the  demand  for 
Portuguese  goods,  and  the  export  of  tissues  consequently  shows  a 
decrease  as  compared  with  previous  years. 

Alimentary  substances  form  the  most  important  part  of  the 
productions  of  Portugal. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  various  classes  of 
wine  exported  from  Portugal  during  the  year  1900 : — 
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Quantit7. 

Country. 

Port. 

Hadeira. 

Common 
Wine. 

Total. 

Brasil 

United  Kingdom 
Portagaese  oolooies  in  Urica 
Q-ermanj          ••         •• 

Bussia 

Norway  and  Sweden  .. 

Fianoe 

Denmark          

HoUand 

Belgium           

South  American  BepnblicB    .. 
?ortugua!se  colonies  in  Asia  •• 

United  States 

Yarious 

Hectolitres. 

88,875 

175,254 

1,167 

15,674 
9,004 

12,902 
8,066 
8,187 
7,'i54 
5,488 
2,278 
57 
1,263 
.   180 

Hectolitres. 

495 
8,886 

185 
4,284 
6,746 

5,298 

•  • 
81 
74 
22 

21 
811 

Hectolitres. 

864,812 

12,511 

128,526 

10,260 

45 

1,174 

568 

827 

845 

1,861 

2,847 

8,560 

221 

6,097 

Hectolifcref. 

898,682 

196,60a 

124,828 

30,168 

15,795 

14,076 

8,948 

8,514 

7,880 

7,868 

5,147 

3,617 

1,506 

5,588 

Total 

275,314 

26,202 

527,144 

828,660 

The  wine  trade  in  Portugal  is  passing  through  a  period  of  serious 
depression,  owing  to  the  superabundant  production  and  the  large 
stocks  of  wine  that  cannot  be  placed  on  the  market  Although  many 
inquiries  are  received  about  various  classes  of  cheap  light  wines 
suitable  for  ordinary  use  in  England,  little  progress  has  l^n  made 
in  bringing  them  to  the  knowledge  of  the  public.  To  place  a  new 
class  of  wine  on  the  market  requires  considerable  enterprise,  and 
might  be  undertaken  by  well-known  firms  who  can  supply  their 
regular  customers  with  samples  for  trial.  If  this  were  done, 
and  the  prejudice  against  unknown  articles  of  consumption  were 
overcome,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  these  light  wines  would  have 
a  i^eady  sale  in  England. 

The  manufacture  of  good  cheap  wine  in  Portugal  has  only 
been  seriously  undertaken  during  the  last  few  years,  so  it  ia 
quite  natural  that  it  should  l^  still  unknown  outside  the 
coimtry.  Portugal  is  admirably  suited  to  the  growth  of  vines,  so 
the  production  of  wine  is  always  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
demand.  Up  to  1886,  the  Portuguese  wines,  with  the  exception 
of  port  wine  and  Madeira,  were  only  used  to  supply  the  require- 
ments of  the  country  and  for  export  to  the  Portuguese  colonies^ 
Brazil,  and  to  the  French  wine  factories.  The  wine  was  manu* 
factured  of  the  finest  grapes,  but  mixed  with  inferior  potato 
alcohol,  without  technical  knowledge,  without  proper  apparatus  or 
cellars  for  storage,  and  under  the  necessity  of  immediate  sale  in 
order  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  vintage.  It  was  natural  that 
there  was  no  demand  among  consumers  in  Europe  for  this  class 
of  wine. 

Of  recent  years,  however,  the  production  of  good  sound  wine  of 
the  nature  of  claret  and  hock  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  now  that 
cai'e  is  taken  in  its  manufacture,  the  flavour  and  quality  are  excel- 
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lent,  and  the  wine  is  in  many  ways  superior  to  other  wines  to  be 
obtained  at  the  price. 

This  new  movement  in  favour  of  producing  carefully-made 
cheap  wines  is  based  on  most  favourable  circumstances,  and  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  an  unlimited  supply  without  increase  in 
<508t.  Owing  to  the  convenience  of  Portugal  for  freights,  the  ex- 
cellent Wine  to  be  bought  by  private  persons  in  Portugal  for  7d, 
a  bottle  could  be  shipped  to  the  trade  at  very  low  prices,  and  be 
sold  in  the  United  Kingdom  at  cheap  rates  with  profit  to  the 
merchants. 

The  increase  in  this  trade  is  much  to  be  wished  for  by  both 
countries,  as  it  would  supply  an  article  of  necessity  in  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  benefit  of  consumer  and  merchants,  and  would 
encourage  a  new  and  important  trade  between  the  two  countries 
which  would  create  a  favourable  influence  on  general  business 
relations. 

The  total  annual  exportation  of  port  wine  has  declined  during 
the  last  six  years,  but  still  amounts  to  275,314  hectolitres,  valued 
.at  5,739  contos  of  reis  (889,500/.). 

In  spite  of  the  rivalry  among  wine-producing  countries,  the 
prospects  of  the  port  wine  trade  in  the  United  Kingdom  are  as 
good  as  ever.  Although  habits  have  changed  as  regards  wine 
drinking,  the  taste  for  port  wine  has  spread  through  aU  classes  of 
the  population,  and  instead  of  only  being  drunk  by  well-to-do 
people,  there  is  now  a  large  sale  of  port  wine  at  bars  and  restau- 
rants. Although  it  is  feared  that  much  of  this  cheap  port  wine 
does  not  come  from  Oporto,  this  new  class  of  consumer  will  largely 
compensate  the  port  wine  trade  for  any  loss  of  former  customers, 
and  while  the  choicest  wines  can  be  re8er\'ed  for  good  cellars,  the 
cheaper  qualities  will  meet  with  an  increasing  demand.  The  port 
wine  trade  has  been  such  a  valuable  support  to  British  industry 
in  Portugal  during  the  last  century  that  it  would  be  a  serious 
loss  to  British  trade  in  general  if  the  wine  should  decline  in 
popular  favour. 

The  Madeira  wine  trade  does  not  show  any  great  fluctuations, 
and  has  somewhat  increased  of  late  years.  The  output  is 
limited,  and  the  trade  can  never  be  very  important.  The  United 
Kingdom,  Eussia,  France,  and  Germany  are  the  best  customers. 
The  numberless  foreign  wines  of  the  same  description  as  Madeira 
tend  to  reduce  the  prices,  but  the  best  qualities  still  command  high 
prices,  and  are  as  much  in  demand  as  ever. 
JVuit  and  The  f ruit  and  vegetable  trade  in  Portugal  is  capable  of  con- 

yegetabie*.  siderablc  extension.  With  the  special  facilities  of  cheap  freights 
and  rapid  transit  in  its  favour,  it  would  be  worth  while  fpr  large 
importing  firms  in  England  to  take  the  question  seriously  in 
hand. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  fruit 
exported  from  Portugal  in  the  year  1900 : — 
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DesoriptloQ. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cun'ency.         Sterling. 

Carob  apples    .  • 
Almonds  in  bask 
Almond  nuts    •• 
Pineapples 
Chestnuts 
Figs,  dried        .. 
Oranges..  * 
Lemons 

Appl«» 

Grapes 

Other  fresh  fruit 
„    dried    „ 

Kilos. 
*,            •  • 
»>            •  • 

Number    .  • 

Kilos. 

Thousand.. 

Kiioj;    :: 

>»              •• 
»              •• 
»                •• 

1 

1     8,545,482 

1        368,304 

742,310 

744,424 

471,315 

7,170,576 

41,310 

1,262 

1,747,319 

3,314,871 

1,294,326 

89,992 

Milreis. 

188,906 

78,898 

275,114 

220,796 

11,874 

275,294 

63,595 

2,736 

36,531 

116.885 

35,786 

9,972 

£ 

21,390 
12,600 
42,600 
34,100 

1,700 
42.600 

9,700 
460 

6,580 
17,980 

5,440 

1,500 

Total     .. 

•  • 

1,266,387 

196,000 

In  combining  fruit  and  fresh  vegetables,  a  large  regular  trade 
could  be  organised  that  would  continue  during  the  whole  year. 
Agriculture  is  very  backward  in  Portugal,  but  the  growth  of  fruit 
and  vegetables  is  particularly  suitable  to  small  peasant  proprietors, 
&s  it  does  not  require  the  use  of  elaborate  machinery.  Green 
vegetables  of  all  kinds  are  grown  to  perfection  throughout  the 
winter  months  without  difiSculty,  and  the  warm  climate  and  rich 
soil  produce  fruit  and  v^etables  at  such  early  seasons  that  they 
could  be  placed  on  the  market  in  England  when  most  expensive 
and  difficult  to  be  obtained. 

The  trade  in  onions  and  tomatoes  has  already  reached  large 
proportions,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  list  giving  the 
quantities  exported  in  the  year  1900 : — 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Garlic    ..  , 

Onions   ..         

Tomatoes           

Other  fresh  regetables. . . 

Kilos. 

592,711 

13,216,917 

1,367,466 

289,793 

Milreis. 
40,066 

152,584 
29,446 
18,537 

6,200 

28,600 

4,400 

2,100 

Total 

•• 

235,683 

36,200 

The  exportation  of  olive  oil  amounted  to  37,950  hectolitres,  Olive  oil. 
valued  at  694  contos  of  reis  (107,500/.),  an  increase  of  15,000 
hectolitres  as  compared  with  the  previous  years.  The  olive  oil 
industry  in  Portugal  is  capable  of  large  development.  Olive  trees 
abound,  and  large  quantities  of  oil  are  manufactured  annually.  It 
is  only  the  want  of  care  in  its  preparation  that  makes  it  unsuitable 
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for  the  European  markets,  8o  that  the  greater  part  of  the  oil 
exported  has  to  be  sent  to  Brazil  and  the  Portuguese  colonies. 

The  exportation  of  machinery  and  instruments  from*  Portugal 
was  only  valued  at  155  contos  of  reis  (23,000t)  in  1900,  but 
shows  a  steady  annual  increase.  The  machinery  re-exported  and 
sent  in  transit  through  Portugal  to  the  Portuguese  colonies  had 
increased  in  value  for  upwards  of  600  contos  of  reis  (93,000/.)  as 
compared  with  1899. 

The  following  table  shows  the  statistics  of  the  value  of  the 
trade  between  Portugal  and  the  various  Portuguese  colonies  during 
the  year  1900 :— 


Colonies. 

Importation  to  Portugal. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Angola 

Cape  Verde      ••         •• 

Gf'uinea  ••         ••         •• 

St.  Thomas  and  Principe 
Mozambique     . . 

Choa       

Macao  and  Timor 

Mi]reis. 

6,371,100 

4A6.fl00 

91,600 

4,465,000 

194,700 

12,600 

900 

832,600 

72^00 

15,100 

692,000 

30.100 

1,900 

140 

Milreis. 

4^634,600 

641,600 

140,900 

1,202,700 

1,618,800 

22,000 

14,800 

£ 

718,300 

83,000 

21,700 

186,310 

260,800 

8,400 

2,200 

Total     .. 

10,602,400 

1,643,940 

8,174,900 

1,266,600 

In  the  movement  in  favour  of  strict  protection  in  the  year 
1891,  the  Portuguese  colonies  were  made  practically  closed  markets 
for  the  consumption  of  the  productions  of  the  Portuguese  new 
national  industries.  Factories  were  put  up  in  Portugal  to  supply 
the  cottons,  trade  articles,  and  general  merchandise  required,  and 
in  the  colonies  themselves  sugar  plantations  were  started  for  the 
production  of  alcohol,  which  forms  an  important  part  of  the  trade 
with  native  races. 

The  trade  in  these  colonies  is  carried  on  in  the  same  manner  as 
in  other  similar  countries.  The  indiarubber,  ivory,  wax,  and 
other  produce  is  brought  to  the  coast  by  the  natives,  who  receive 
in  exchange  trade  articles  composed  chiefly  of  cotton  goods, 
alcohol,  gunpowder,  and  cheap  nick-nacks.  These  trade  articles 
must  be  abundant  and  cheap  in  order  that  the  natives  may  receive 
suflScient  (Juantities  to  tempt  them  to  bring  down  large  supplies. 

Since  the  signing  of  the  Brussels  Convention  and  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  Benguela  railway,  the  taxes  on  alcohol,  the  chief 
source  of  profit  to  colonial  merchants,  have  been  nearly  doubled. 
The  cottons  and  other  goods  which  glut  the  colonial  market  are 
either  those  manufactured  in  Portugal  at  considerable  cost,  or 
imported  goods  that  have  paid  the  customs  duties.  Owing, 
therefore,  to  tariffs  and  taxes,  the  cottons  and  alcohol  in  the 
colonies,  instead  of  being  cheaper,  have  greatly  increased  in 
price.  Added  to  this,  when  the  rubber  trade  first  began  to  be  of 
importance,  the  natives  destroyed  all  the  trees  they  could  lay 
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liands  on  in  their  efiforts  to  collect  as  large  supplies  as  possible. 
The  central  markets  for  rubber  and  native  produce  are  therefore 
now  very  far  away  from  the  coast,  and  the  natives  who  have  less 
stocks  to  dispose  of  ai-e  not  under  the  necessity  of  bringing  them 
to  Portuguese  ports,  but  can  carry  them  to  deiders'who  give  them 
better  exchange. 

The  result  is  that  merchants  in  the  Portuguese  colonies  ai-e 
unable  to  offer  natives  the  same  quantity  of  trade  articles  as  before, 
«o  that  less  native  produce  is  offered  for  sale,  less  quantities  of 
trade  articles  are  required,  and  the  whole  business  in  the  colonies 
is  depressed.  To  make  matters  worse,  low  prices  have  ruled 
lately  for  rubber,  wax,  and  other  native  produce.  This  state  of 
affairs,  it  is  hoped,  is  only  temporary,  but  it  is  a  disappointment  to 
those  interested  in  the  Portuguese  colonies. 

The  Government  have  now  passed  three  measures  in  favour  of  Bounties  on 
^cohol,  sugar,  and  cotton  in  the  colonies.  exports  from 

Alcohol  exported  from  the  colonies  is  exempted  from  the  pro-  ^^^'^^^•* 
<]uction  taxes  in  force  in  the  colonies,  and  on  importation  into  the 
islands  of  St.  Thomas  and  Principe,  will  pay  the  same  import 
<luties  as  alcohol  of  national  origin.     The  demijohns  and  casks  are 
billowed  to  be  reimported  free  of  duty. 

As  regards  colonial  sugar,  a  differential  duty  of  50  per  cent,  in 
Portugal  is  to  remain  in  force  for  16  years,  and  the  taxes  on  sugar 
produced  in  Angola  and  Mozambique  are  reduced  to  20  reis  per 
kilo,  if  for  consumption,  and  to  1  reis  per  kilo,  if  for  export. 

To  encourage  the  planting  of  cotton  in  Angola,  the  export  tax 
on  cotton  is  suspended  for  15  years,  a  premium  is  granted  to 
planters,  and  customs  duties  on  machinery,  seeds,  &c.,  and  agri- 
cultural taxes  are  remitted. 

The  principal  articles  exported  from  Angola  in   1900   were  Exports  from 
2,151,000  kilos,  of  indiarubber,  valued  at  3,685  contos  of   reis  colonies 
<571,200/.);  7,315,719  kilos,  of  coffee,  valued  at  1,164  contos  of  reis 
(180,400/.);  435,000  kilos,  of  wax,  valued  at  284  contos  of  reis 
<44,000/.) ;  88,000  kilos,  of  oleaginous  seeds ;  7,000  kilos,  of  ivory,  &c. 

The  large  production  of  cocoa  and  coffee  in  the  islands  of  St. 
Thomas  and  Principe  makes  the  trade  with  them  of  some 
importance.  In  the  year  1900  the  quantity  of  cocoa  exported 
amounted  to  13,903,427  kilos.,  valued  at  3,788  contos  of  reis 
<587,100/.) ;  the  other  exports  included  2,448,983  kilos,  of  coffee,  and 
•small  quantities  of  wax,  indiarubber,  a,^d  other  tropical  products. 

The  colonies  of  Gape  Verde  and  Guinea  appear  to  arouse  but 
httle  interest.  Small  quantities  of  coffee,  hides,  seeds,  and  india- 
rubber  are  exported  from  them,  but  no  important  steps  are  taken 
for  their  improvement. 

The  entire  trade  of  Portugal  with  Goa  in  the  year  1900  was 
valued  at  34^  contos  of  reis  (5,350/.),  and  that  of  Macao  and 
Timor  at  15^  contos  of  reis  (2,400/.). 

The  following  table  gives  the  statistics  of  the  vessels  of  various  Shipping, 
nations   entering  and  sailing  frem  ports  in   Portugal  and   the 
^Jacent  islands  during  the  year  1900  : — 
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ArriralB. 

Departures. 

Coimtry. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Yessels. 

Tonnage. 

Portugal 

Germany 

Spain 

France 

Italy 

Denmark          • . 

Holland 

United  States   .. 
Axutria-Hungary         • . 

BuBsia 

YariouB 

4,693 

2,694 

1,158 

480 

461 

465 

139 

109 

65 

52 

61 

61 

29 

1,819,828 

5,680,262 

1,835,808 

887,197 

618,411 

371,686 

240,856 

91,941 

78,031 

47,565 

109,369 

36,423 

26,852 

4,628 

2,681 

1,164 

482 

450 

462 

136 

108 

65 

51 

61 

50 

27 

1,806,843 

6,662,811 

1,830,190 

338,761 

606,458 

372,812 

236,814 

88,908 

73,082 

47,188 

111,543 

36,211 

24,035 

Total     .. 

10,437 

11,288,714 

10,366 

11,234,606 

The  vessels  entering  Portuguese  porta  show  an  increase  of 
upwards  of  2,000,000  tons  in  the  last  three  years.  In  numbers 
the  Portuguese  flag  heads  the  list  owing  to  the  coasting  trade 
being  confined  to  national  shipping.  The  tonnage,  however,  only 
amounted  to  1,819,328  tons,  and  of  the  4,693  vessels  entering 
Portuguese  ports  in  1900,  only  399  were  ocean-going  vessels. 

British  shipping  both  in  numbers  and  tonnage  shows  a  steady 
increase.  2,694  vessels  of  5,680,262  tons  entered  Portugese  ports 
in  1900,  showing  an  increase  as  compared  with  the  year  1897  of 
267  vessels  and  1,436,688  tons. 

German  vessels  numbered  1,158,  of  1,835,803  tons,  showing 
an  increase  of  133  vessels  and  382,644  tons  as  compared  with  the 
year  1897.  The  only  other  great  shipping  countries  which  showed 
an  increase  in  shipping  are  Norway  and  Sweden,  which  increased 
76,988  tons,  although  seven  fewer  vessels  entered,  and  the  United 
States  with  six  ships  and  11,893  tons  more  than  in  the  year  1897. 
PiBtribution  The  distribution  of  Portuguese  trade  among  foreign  countries 

^ortuguese  ^  ^he  year  1900  can  be  seen  from  the  foUowiug  table  :— 
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Countiy. 

1 

Yalu«. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

TotaL 

United  Kingdom 
Portuguese  colonies     . . 
Germany 

Spain 

United  States    .. 

Brazil 

France  

Belgium 

Holland 

Norway  and  Sweden  .. 

Russia 

Italy 

Other  countries 

MilreU. 

22,884,400 

10,602,400 

9,821,100 

5,648,500 

9,185,600 

2,898,200 

6,247,700 

8,280,400 

644,600 

1,236,300 

720,500 

903,200 

3,362,000 

Milreis. 

11,938,200 

8,174,900 

5,828,700 

6,624,500 

1,413,200 

5,686,800 

1,183,800 

1,361,400 

1,226,200 

519,100 

988,900 

828,800 

2,318,000 

Milreu. 

84,817,600 

18,777,300 

15,144,800 

12,278,000 

10,648,800 

8,584,600 

6,381,500 

4,691,800 

1,869,800 

1,765,400 

1,709,400 

1,232,000 

5,670,000 

Total      .. 

76,824,900 

47,081,000 

122,855,900 

Sterling. 


Country. 

Value. 

Imports. 

Kzports. 

Total. 

United  Kingdom         .  • 
Portuguese  colonies    •• 
Germany 

Spain 

United  States   .. 

Brazil 

Prance 

Belgium           • .         •  • 
Holland  •  •         .  • 
Norway  and  Sweden   .. 
BuMia    ..         ••         •« 

Italy 

Other  countries.  •         •  • 

£ 
8,469,500 
1,648,300 
1,522,200 

875,400  . 
1,415,900 
449,200 
813,200 
500,600 
99,800 
191,600 
111,600 
139,900 
520,600 

£ 

1,849,600 

1,266,900 

825,100 

1,026,700 

219,030 

881,300 

176,600 

210,900 

189,900 

80,400 

158,100 

50,800 

360,500 

£ 

6,319,100 

2,910,200 

2,847,800 

1,902,100 

1,634,900 

1,830,500 

988,800 

711,500 

289,700 

272,000 

264,700 

190,700 

881,000 

Total      .. 

11,752,700 

7,289,800 

19,042,500 

In  comparing  the  published  statistics  for  the  last  five  years,  it  Comparisoa 
is  found  that  the  value  of  the  general  trade  of  Portugal  in  the  of  trade, 
year  1900  was  37,000  contos  of  reis  (5,735,000^.)  greater  than  in  J^^""^ 
the  year  1896. 

Of  this  incToase  the  United  Kingdom  is  responsible  for  11,000 
contos  of  reis  (1,705,000/.);  the  Portuguese  colonies  for  7,500 
•contos  of  reis  (1,162,500/.) ;  the  United  States  for  5,000  contos  of 
reis  (775,000/.);  Germany  for  4,500  contos  of  reis  (697,000/.); 
Spain  for  3,000  contos  of  reis  (465,000/.);  Belgium  for  2,000 
contos  of  reis  (310,000/.);  and  France  for  1,000  contos  of  reis 
<155,000/.).  The  trade  with  Brazil,  Italy,  Norway  and  Sweden 
has  remained  practically  stationary. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  statistics  of  the  value  of  the 
various  classes  of  imports  and  exports  between  the  United  King- 
K^^m  and  ^^^  ^°^  Portugal  in  the  year  1900 :— 
PottngiJ. 


Tnda 

betwaen 

United 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Lire  animalB    .  • 
Baw  materials.. 
Yami  and  tiasaes 
Alimentary  substanoes 
Machinery     and     ap- 
paratus 
Mannfactared  articles  . 
Various 

Milreis. 
8,600 
12,263,800 
4^218,800 
3,141,000 
1,593,000 

1,144,400 
14,800 

£ 

1,300 

1,900,700 

653,800 

486,900 

246,900 

177,300 
2,600 

MUreis. 

14,400 
8,457,900 

17,600 

7,660,600 

6,000 

776,800 

£ 

2,300 

536,800 

2,700 

1,187,300 

900 

120,600 

Total     .. 

22,384,400 

3,469,500 

11,983,200 

1,849,600 

Tlie  increase  in  nearly  all  classes  of  imports  and  exports  as 
compared  with  previous  years,  is  not  so  important  as  appears  at 
first  sight.  In  the  class  of  raw  materials  which  shows  the  greatest 
improvement,  the  increase  is  entirely  due  to  the  coal  trade.  The 
value  of  raw  materials  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  in 
1900  was  1,834  contos  of  reis  (284,200/.)  more  than  in  the  preceding 
year  and  5,240  contos  of  reis  (812,200/.)  moi*e  than  imported 
in  1896.  However,,  the  coal  imported  in  1900  was  valued  at 
2,278  contos  of  reis  (353,100/.)  more  than  in  the  year  1899  and 
3,749  contos  of  reis  (581,100/.)  more  than  in  1896,  so  that  the 
importation  of  raw  materials  from  the  United  Kingdom,  if  coal 
is  not  included,  would  show  an  actual  decrease  in  value  of 
444  contos  of  reis  (68,000/.)  in  the  last  12  months  and  an  increase 
of  only  1,491  contos  of  reis  (231,100/.)  in  the  last  live  years. 

As  regards  yams  and  tissues,  the  general  depression  in  the 
trade  with  the  l*ortuguese  colonies  caused  little  business  to  be 
done,  and  the  importation  from  the  United  Kingdom  was  valued 
at  only  about  100  contos  of  reis  (15,500/.)  more  than  in  the 
preceding  year. 

The  importation  of  alimentary  substances  from  the  United 
Kingdom  shows  an  increase  of  589  contos  of  reis  (91,300/.),  due 
chiefly  to  the  trade  in  salt  cod  (bacalao)  for  which  there  is  always 
a  large  market  in  Portugal. 

The  demand  for  British  machinery  was  less  than  in  1899, 
although  well  in  advance  of  previous  years.  Other  manufactured 
articles  were  supplied  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  somewhat 
larger  quantities  than  before. 

To  judge  from  the  published  statistics?  it  appears,  nevertheless, 
that  the  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  Portugal  still  continues 
to  increase  more  in  proportion  than  that  of  any  other  country. 
This  fact  should  encourage  all  those  interested  to  redouble  their 
eflbrts  to  take  advantage  of  every  occasion  to  strengthj?n  this  long 
established  trade  connection. 
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The  old-established  port  wine  trade,  which  fortunately  seems 
to  receive  as  much  support  as  ever  in  the  United  Kingdom,  may 
be  used  as  an  example  of  building  up  trades  for  the  mutuid 
advan,tage  of  both  countries.  Every  opportunity  of  finding  new 
openings  should  be  watched  for.  All  the  natural  products  of 
Portugal,  wines,  agricultural  produce,  and  minerals  are  required 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  An  increased  demand  for  these  products 
would  increase  the  value  of  the  importations  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  the  mutual  l)enefit  experienced  would  form  a 
strong  link  between  the  two  countries. 

The  time  has  come  in  Portugal  when  British  trade  to  hold 
its  own  should  be  especially  careful  to  maintain  its  well-earned 
reputation  for  good  quality  and  serious  business.  In  Portugal 
the  common  and  cheaper  classes  of  nearly  all  articles  are  manu- 
factured in  the  country,  and  the  high  customs  duties  make  all 
foreign  goods  expensive.  In  spite  of  the  small,  population  there 
is  a  considerable  demand  for  good  things  in  Portugal,  and 
there  are  people  ready  to  pay  a  higher  price  if  sure  of  obtaininic 
them.  Unfortunately  hardly  any  first-class  articles  are  imported 
into  Portugal,  so  that  the  contents  of  the  shops  are  either  home 
manufactures  or  inferior  foreign  made  goods  of  the  cheapest 
quality.  This  state  of  things  is  not  to  the  advantage  of  British 
trade,  as  foreign  manufacturers  often  succeed  in  turning  out  a 
clieap  class  of  goods  more  attractive  in  appearance  than  is  done  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  British  manufacturers  long  ago  made  their 
reputation  by  supplying  the  best  quality  of  goods  at  the  lowest 
prices  compatible  with  good  material  and  still  continue  to  do  so. 

It  is  possible  that  more  attention  might,  with  advantage,  be 
paid  to  packing  and  finishing  off  articles  of  British  manufacture 
in  an  attractive  manner.  This  is  quite  an  art  in  itself  and  foreign 
methods  might  be  studied  in  some  cases  with  advantage.  The 
appearance  of  shop  windows  and  the  decoration  of  the  shops 
themselves  is  most  important,  and  articles  packed  tastefully  are 
naturally  preferred  by  tradesmen  as  being  more  pleasing  to  the 
eye  of  the  casual  observer  and  greatly  increasing  the  possibilities 
of  sale. 

The  successful  introduction  of  electric  tramways  into  Lisbon  Use  of 
will  tend  to  encourage  the  use  of  electricity  in  Portugal  At  electricity, 
present  electric  light  is  hardly  used  at  all  in  Lisbon,  either  in  the 
streets  or  buildings,  so  that  on  its  general  introduction  there  will 
be  a  great  demand  for  all  kinds  of  electric  fittings  and  apparatus. 
The  large  business  done  in  other  countries  makes  it  advisable  for 
merchants  to  be  prepared  for  this  movement.  Once  in  general 
use  in  the  capital  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  introduction  in 
most  of  the  small  towns  and  villages,  and  as  it  is  a  novelty  in  the 
country  there  should  be  many  openings  for  electrical  engineers 
and  experts. 

The  commercial  traveller  question,  although  discussed  on  6dl  Oommeroial 
sides,  still  remains  unsolved  and  must  be  so  while  the  knowledge  *™^«^<^"' 
of  foreign  languages  is  such  a  rare  accomplishment  in  the  United 
Kingdom.    To  learn  foreign  languages  late  in  life  is  always  a 
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matter  of  difficulty,  and  especially  ao  to  anyone  unaccaetomed  to 
studies  of  this  kind.  It  is,  therefore,  of  very  little  use  to  rend 
even  the  most  experienced  British  commercial  travellers  abroad, 
as  in  nearly  all  cases  they  have  no  practical  knowledge  of  any 
language  but  their  own.  This  can  only  be  corrected  by  degrees, 
and  by  it  being  plainly  understood  that  a  knowledge  of  foreign 
languages  is  an  essential  part  of  a  sound  commercial  education* 
In  spite  of  the  value  of  good  grounding  in  foreign  languages  at 
school,  the  only  real  way  of  attaining  fluency  and  practical  know- 
ledge of  a  language  is  by  living  in  the  country.  During  the  first 
years  of  a  young  man's  service  in  an  office,  it  would  be  desirable 
whenever  possible  to  send  him  to  work  in  some  office  in  the  country 
with  which  the  firm  chiefly  deals. 

The  present  competition  to  obtain  good  employment  in  com- 
mercial life  makes  every  accomplishment  of  value.  It  is  no 
hardship  to  a  young  man  to  work  a  few  years  abroad  before 
settling  down  at  home,  as  he  has  the  opportunity  of  seeing  some- 
thing of  the  world  and  probably  of  leading  a  pleasant  life  under 
new  conditions.  In  Portugal,  at  any  rate,  a  young  man  can  be 
happy  enough,  and  the  langus^e  which  is  not  usually  taught  in 
schools  is  necessary  for  the  important  trade  with  Brazil  as  well  as 
the  large  Portuguese  colonies  in  Africa.  In  these  days  of  easy 
and  cheap  communication  all  over  the  world  little  expense  need 
be  incun^ed  and  a  real  benefit  is  gained  by  giving  a  man  an  actual 
advantage  over  his  fellow  clerks.  If  the  youth  is  steady  and 
willing  to  adapt  himself  to  the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
country  he  returns  after  a  short  time  with  knowledge  of  the 
country  and  its  language  which  is  of  real  assistance  to  his  em- 
ployers and  makes  him  capable  of  rendering  useful  service  abroad 
whenever  required. 

Although  British  commercial  travellers  are  scarce  it  does  not 
mean  that  British  firms  are  not  represented  abroad.  Large 
numbers  of  foreign  commercial  travellers  make  a  regular  pro- 
fession of  representing  firms  of  any  nationality  which  require  their 
assistance.  Many  of  these  foreigners  have  become  so  cosmopolitan 
by  loDg  residence  abroad  that  it  is  improbable  that  any  feelings 
of  nationality  interfere  with  their  business.  Their  knowledge  of 
numerous  languages  and  the  customs  of  many  countries  makes 
them  of  great  assistance,  and  great  many  are  now  doing  excellent 
service  for  British  firms.  As  the  necessary  supply  of  competent 
Englishmen  to  represent  British  firms  cannot  be  obtained,  it  is 
fortunate  that  British  merchants  are  able  to  obtain  the  services  of 
so  many  accomplished  foreign  commercial  travellers,  whose  efiforts 
on  their  behalf  deserve  full  recognition. 

The  best  commercial  travellers  are  the  members  of  the  firms 
themselves,  who  are  able  to  accommodate  their  business  to  the 
requirements  of  the  trade  without  lengthy  correspondence  with 
principals,  and  who  find  it  easier  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the 
firm  they  wish  to  trade  with,  A  great  deal  can  be  done  by 
members  of  firms  and  their  chief  clerks  who  do  not  mind  com- 
bining   business   with  pleasure    when  spending   their  holidays 
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abroad.  Many  cases  are  now  seen  ot  this  being  done  with  gieat 
success. 

The  excellent  illustrated  catalogues,  published  by  so  many  Catologues. 
British  firms,  should  be  sent  direct  to  the  foreign  firms  and  not 
only  to  Legations,  Consulates,  and  public  reading  rooms.  It  is 
not  expensive  to  have  the  letter  press  translated  into  the  language 
of  the  country,  and  this  should  always  be  done,  as  it  is  natui-al 
that  few  foreign  tradesmen  understand  English.  The  fluctuations 
in  exchange  make  it  difficult  to  print  catalogues  with  quota- 
tions of  prices  in  Portuguese  currency,  but  weights  and  measures 
should  always  be  in  both  the  British  and  native  systems. 

In  nearly  all  countries  commercial  directories  are  published,  5^1^®^!°'*^ 
giving  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  merchants  and  tradesmen,  "*** 

as  well  as  useful  particulars  about  many  subjects  of  interest  in 
the  country.  In  Portugal  this  directory  is  called  "Annuario 
Commercial  de  Portugal,"  and  is  published  at  50  Largo  de  Conde 
BaiiLo,  Lisbon,  price  2  milreis.  A  copy  of  this  publication  would 
be  found  useful  to  merchants  at  home  and  would  save  them  much 
correspondence. 

The  detailed  statistics  of  the  general  trade  of  Portugal  for  the 
year  1901  will  not  be  published  until  some  future  date.  From 
the  monthly  bulletin,  giving  the  figures  for  the  first  nine  months 
of  the  year,  it  appears  that  the  general  depression  in  trade,  caused 
by  the  difficulties  with  the  colonies  and  the  decline  in  the  demand 
for  Portuguese  common  wine,  has  had  a  bad  effect  on  general 
trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  various  classes  of  Imjjopts 
imports  for  consumption  as  well  as  the   nationalised  products  ^^^^|^^ 
exported  from  Portugal  during  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  ^i  1901. 
1901,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  in  the  year  1900  : — 

Currency. 


1901. 

1900. 

Imports. 
Milrei8. 

,     Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

'      Milreis. 

Milreis. 

Milreis. 

Live  animals    . . 

2,482,678 

1     2,767,192 

2,009,543 

3,065,873 

Raw  materials . . 

19,610.387 

1     4,49*,018 

20,740,587 

4,389,844 

Yarns  and  tissues 

5,002,755 

1       949,547 

4,921,469 

1,985,897 

Alimentary  substances 

10,138,884 

1  11,157,935 

11,744,974 

12,278,630 

Machinery,  &c. 

3,889,786 

72,989 

2,780,079 

121,581 

Manufactured  articles 

3,383,210 

1,403,023 

2,955,516 

3,726.161 

Various 

63,158 

•• 

70,340 

•  • 

Total     .. 

44,495,867 

20,843,704 

46,222,507 

23,666,486 

(12) 
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portugal. 
Sterling. 


1901. 

1900. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports,     j     Exports. 

Lire  animals     . . 
Raw  materials  . . 
Yarns  and  tissues 
Alimentary  substances 
Machinery,  Ac. 
Manufactured  articles 
Various 

£ 

384,700 
8,028,700 

776,300 
1,570,600 

602,800 

624,000 
9,700 

£ 
428,800 
696,500 
146,900 
1,729,300 
11.100 
217,400 

£ 

811,400 
3,214,700 

762,700 
1,820,300 

430,900 

458,000 
10,800 

475,000 
680,300 
307,000 
1,903,100 
18,700 
267,300 

Total     .. 

6,896,000 

3,230,000 

7,009,000 

3,652,000 

Exchange 
rate. 


Exchange,  Lisbon  on  London,  based  on  the  London  and  Brazilian 
Bank's  Drawing  Bate  for  Cheques,  on  the  1st,  15th  and  last 
day  of  each  Month. 


Month. 


January 
February     .. 

March  ..  

April 

May 

June.. 

July 

August 

September  .. 

October 

November    .. 

December 

Total 

Average  for  the  year. . 


Average 
per  Milreis. 


d. 
36-27 
36*541 
36-541 
36-6 
36-888 
37-6 
38-416 
88  02 
38  146 
38  145 
37-895 
37  -916 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Mormv/gao  for  the  Year  1901 
By  Mr.  Consul  Pemberton. 

( Received  at  Foreign  Office,  April  28, 1902.) 

The  following  returns  compiled  from  information  obtained  from  Trade  and 
the  Chief  of  Customs,  Mormugao,  and  the  West  of  India  Portuguese  «>«»««»• 
Guaranteed  Railway  are  attached : — 

(a)  Tlie  total  imports  and  exports  to  and  from  Goa  only,  dealt 
with  by  the  West  of  India  Portuj^uese  Railway. 

(6)  The  total  \  alue  of  imports  and  exports  through  Mormugao 
Custom-House. 

(^)  The  chief  commodities  carried  by  the  West  of  India 
Portuguese  Railway. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  trade  vift  the  railway,  owing  to 
an  improvement  in  crops  over  the  Southern  Mahratta  country. 

The  bulk  oil  business  is  developing,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that 
Messrs.  Graham  and  Co.  as  Agents  for  the  "  Shell "  Transport  and 
Trading  Company  will  find  it  necessary  to  erect  a  second  tank  at 
Mormugao.  The  duty  on  the  oil  is  paid  to  the  British  customs  in 
Bombay.  A  fair  quantity  of  oil  in  cases  is  still  brought  from 
Bombay  by  native  craft. 

Nothing  has  been  finally  decided  regarding  the  proposal  to 
establish  a  British  customs  post  at  Mormugao. 

It  would  greatly  facilitate  trade,  especially  exports  from  the 
Southern  Mahratta  Railway,  if  the  British  customs  would  consent 
to  a  suggestion  made  by  the  railway  companies  concerned  to 
discontinue  requiring  "  applications  "  and  "  certificates  "  at  Castle 
Rock  for  some  more  of  the  commodities  which  are  not  produced  in 
Goa,  such  as  linseed,  castor-seed,  teel-seed,  sandalwood,  &c.  At 
present  wheat,  cotton,  and  a  few  other  small  items  are  allowed  to 
be  sent  through  to  Bombay  or  other  British  ports  without  the 
above  documents  being  produced. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  that  the  railway  receipt,  the  railway 
invoice,  the  ship^jing  documents  and  the  marks  on  the  goods  would 
show  their  origin,  if  required  to  be  proved. 

With  effect  from  January  20,  1902,  an  arrangement  has  been 
come  to  between  the  Southern  Mahratta  Railway  and  the  Great 
Indian  Peninsula  Railway  by  which  a  reasonable  quantity  of 
through  traffic  should  be  despatched  vi&  Mormugao  to  and  from 

(66)  A  2 
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Bombay,  the  competitive  rates  which  have  been  in  force  for  some 
time  having  now  ceased. 

The  agreement  has  lieen  "  provisionally  "  accepted  by  the  West 
of  India  Portuguese  Railway,  the  liombay  Steam  Navigation 
( 'ompany  and  tlie  Portuguese  Oovemuient. 

The  following;  are  enclosed  : — 

(d)  Statement  .showing  "coasting"  vt^ssels  at  the  port  of 
MormugiU). 

(e)  Statement  of  oc;eau -going  vessels. 

Besides  the  steamers  of  the  Bombay  Steam  Navigation  Company 
and  the  German  East  Africa  Comjiany,  those  of  the  British  India 
Company  have  recently  oeen  calling  about  once  a  month,  chiefly 
to  pick  uj)  l*ortuguese  i)ttssengers  proceeding  to  African  ports. 

Four  direct  steamers  from  New  York  arrived  during  the  year, 
with  shipments  of  electric  machinery  and  materials  for  the 
Cauvery  Power  Scheme  in  ilysore.  A  further  quantity  of  plant 
may  arrive  later  on. 

Dredging  has  l)een  carried  on  at  the  harbour  during  the  fair 
season,  tlie  silt  being  now  carried  out  to  sea  in  hopper  barges. 

The  new  red  light  erected  on  the  breakwater  is  now  in  use. 

The  final  reoull  of  the  Census  taken  at  the  end  of  1900  is  not 
yet  known. 

The  number  of  passengers  travelling  by  rail  was  250,558. 

This  district  has  remained  free  from  plague,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  cases  at  a  place  near  New  Goa. 

Quarantine  restrictions  continue  in  force. 

No  public  works  of  importance  have  been  carried  out. 

Annt'-x  A. — Statkment  showing  the  Total  Imports  and  Exports 
(Local)  to  and  from  Goa  only,  dealt  with  by  the  Railway 
Company  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Ist  Half. 

1901. 
2nd  Half. 

Total. 

Tona. 

25,772 

4,412 

iBt  Half. 

1900. 

2iid  Half. 

ToUl. 

Imports 
Bxports 

Tons. 
..'     14,172 
..       2,541 

Tons. 

11,600 

1,871 

Tons. 

16,461 

»,664 

Tons. 
8,443 
2.285 

Tons. 

24,894 

6,849 

Annex  B. — Total  Value  of  Goods  (Excluding  those  in  Transit) 
Imported  and  Exported  into  and  from  Goa,  dealt  with  by  the 
Mormugao  Custom-House  during  the  Year  1901. 


Dotiabte. 


Free. 


By  Sea.     By  Und.      Total.        By  Sea.     By  Land.      Total. 


Rupees.      Rupees.      Rupees. 
ImpofU  ..     ^,80,042       55,899        8;85,441 

Exports  23,210        5,245  28,455 


Rnpees.      Bopees.      Rupees. 

18,118        3,715  16,887 

8,45,591  !    28,299       8J8,890 
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Total  Value  of  Goods  in  Transit  not  Dutiable. 


Imported  from  tnd  exported  by  tea  to  HriiWh  IndU 

,.         by  sea  from  and  ezpwied  by  rail  to  British  India 

Total  yalue  of  tnnait  trade 


Value. 


Bapeea. 
44,40,892 
87,80,642 


81,71,084 


Annex  C. — Statement  showing  I'rincipal  Commodities  Carried 
by  the  West  of  India  Portuguese  llailway,  including  Transit 
Iraffic  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Number 

IIH)I. 

Total 
fbrtha 
Year. 

13 

1900. 

I>eKripCioii. 

1st 
Half. 

2nd 

HMlf. 

1st 
Half. 

2nd 
Half. 

Total 
for  the 
Tear. 

Animy'*        

4 

4 

BagKinKS      

Tons    ... 

2«f 

2b9 

578 

437 

354 

681 

B©er 

„       ... 

249 

166 

415 

306 

209 

515 

itenes 

n 

34 

164 

188 

6 

21 

27 

China  and  eartbenvare    . . . 

,.         ... 

2 

i 

3 

1 

I 

2 

Cbonam  ^n**  lime  ... 

.28 

33 

61 

46 

13 

58 

Co»l  and  ooke  for  pabUo  ... 

."         Z 

... 

26 

6 

31 

„             „     raUway 

ft 

11 

64 

76 

56 

23 

78 

Ckwoanais     

»t 

1,937 

1,853 

8,790 

3,602 

2,676 

6,177 

Coffee 

I, 

232 

4 

236 

136 

3 

138 

Cotton,  raw 

5,706 

2,635 

8,240 

.8,666 

2,480 

10,996 

„       maiiufacCDred 

>«         ... 

179 

100 

279 

347 

101 

448 

iwUt           

»t         ••• 

285 

223 

468 

213 

600 

813 

Drugs  and  medlcinei 

18 

21 

39 

42 

88 

80 

Djreing  luateriale 

I. 

309 

90 

399 

739 

22 

761 

If 

13 

22 

36 

18 

23 

41 

Fl»h 

ft 

330 

382 

712 

166 

679 

844 

FrulM  aitd  DUtB      

It 

387 

663 

1,060 

762 

700 

1,468 

Qraiu  and  pulse      

tt 

4,410 

4,488 

8.899 

2,490 

2,889 

4,879 

Oum  and  resin       

61 

33 

94 

7 

17 

24 

Jk^ree 

•t 

237 

•223 

460 

86 

228 

268 

Kerosene  oil 

t* 

3,829 

3,660 

7,388 

2,876 

1,513 

4,388 

Uquor          

ft         ••• 

18 

16 

84 

24 

23 

47 

Material  for  other  railway! 

„ 

30 

11 

61 

218 

14 

282 

Matt  and  cadJttDS 

»i         ••• 

17 

4 

21 

28 

7 

28 

ti 

2,486 

1,822 

«.»8 

400 

488 

882 

OiU.  veseUble        

»» 

283 

163 

386 

348 

262 

611 

Faintt  and  colours 

M 

16 

14 

30 

37 

26 

63 

Provisions     

»»               ••• 

137 

127 

264 

222 

80 

302 

BeTenue  stores       

tt 

1,672 

3,268 

8,886 

4,878 

1,206 

5,484 

Salt     

tl 

«»!S 

4,646 

11,212 

8;868 

2,664 

10,922 

tt 

3,286 

10.160 

18,446 

1,668 

2,722 

4,881 

„      oiher 

t« 

531 

433 

964 

4,198 

867 

4,665 

Silk     

it               ••• 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Skins  and  leather 

tt 

38 

33 

71 

27 

37 

64 

Spices 

»» 

766 

468 

1.283 

187 

186 

372 

Stone  and  marUa 

tt               ••• 

82 

98 

180 

228 

222 

Sugar 

It 

643 

677 

1,220 

202 

208 

410 

Tea     

It 

2 

3 

5 

2 

3 

5 

TUes 

>•               ... 

221 

293 

514 

314 

398 

707 

lobaoco        

If 

228 

163 

381 

151 

110 

261 

Timber  and  wood 

If              ••• 

366 

263 

621 

486 

66 

564 

Vegetables 

tl 

8 

7 

16 

4 

7 

11 

Wine 



3 

6 

9 

1 

6 

6 

tt               ••• 

20 

1 

21 

88 

... 

83 

Wool 

•t 

1 

11 

12 

10 

6 

15 

All  other  artldes  of  mei^ 

chandise 

tt              ••• 

817 

1,161 

1,968 

803 

662 

1,466 
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Annex  E. — Return  ot  all  Ocean-going  Vessek  that  have  Entered 
the  Port  of  Mormugao  during  the  Year  1901. 


Steamers. 


Nationality 


'     Number  ot    ' 


Toujs. 


UrewB. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Bdrafor  the  Year  1901 
By  Mr.  Consul  Bklchkr. 

(BeoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  Maj  5, 1902.) 

Table  A  shows  a  very  marked  decrease  in  the  trade  returns  of  O-enenJ 
the  port  of  Beira,  the  capital  of  the  Mozambique  Company's  '«"*'"^»- 
territory,  compared  with  the  figures  of  1900.  This,  however,  could 
only  be  expected  on  account  of  the  latter  year's  returns  being 
inflated  by  figures  representing  values  of  stores  and  equipment  of 
the  Rhodesian  Field  Force  which  passed  through  Beira  during  the 
year.  The  depression  of  trade  on  the  East  coast  of  Africa,  and 
particularly  in  the  territories  of  the  Mozambique  Company,  is 
obviously  due  to  the  prolongation  of  the  South  African  troubles. 

The  decrease  in  imports  is  principally  noticeable  in  the  follow- 
ing lines : — Building  materials  (such  as  corrugated  iron  and  timber), 
furniture,  tinned  provisions,  and  groceries.  In  fact  trade  in  every 
branch  has  suffered,  both  local  and  transit,  the  latter  half  of  the 
year  proving  the  worst,  the  principal  reasons  being  as  under — 

1.  The  marked  decrease  in  the  population  through  the  removal 
of  the  railway  headquarters  from  Beira  to  XJmtali,  in  Rhodesia. 

2.  The  completion  of  the  South-East  African  Company's 
reclaiming  ground  works,  and  the  consequent  reduction  of  their 
labour. 

3.  No  public  works  of  any  importance  undertaken  by  the 
Mozambique  Company. 

4.  The  irregular  visits  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  various 
steamship  lines,  particularly  British,  as  referred  to  after. 

Exportation  of  indiarubber  shows  an  increase  on  previous 
years,  but  this  is  mainly  due  to  the  action  of  the  Mozambique 
Company  in  employing  a  large  number  of  natives  to  tap  the 
country  in  ever)'-  possible  direction  for  this  particular  article  of 
commerce,  by  which  they  have  no  doubt  injured  this  resource  for 
many  years  to  come.  Wax  has  also  been  exported  in  much 
greater  quantities  than  in  previous  years,  and  is  likely  to  show 
even  better  figures  next  year. 

A  remarkable  increase  has  taken  place  in  the  exportation  of 
smelted  and  bar  gold,  which  is  valued  at  52,577/.  Hitherto  the 
highest  amount  exported  in  any  one  year  was  in  1898,  11,167/. 
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Naturally  the  bulk  of  this  gold  was  in  transit  from  Bhodesia,  but 
it  clearly  points  to  the  existence  of  a  rich  and  valuable  hinterland, 
from  which  in  the  natural  course  of  events  the  port  of  Beira  must 
reap  benefit. 

The  completion  of  the  railway  to  Bulawayo  will  also  benefit 
the  port,  and  there  is  abundant  evidence  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  requirements  of  Southern  Bhodesia  will  be  imported  through 
Beira.  Many  facilities  and  improvements  will,  however,  have  to 
be  brought  about  by  the  Beira  and  Mashonaland  Eailway  Com- 
pany, by  the  authorities  of  the  custom-house,  and  also  by  the 
shipping  companies  before  this  route  can  hope  to  cope  successfully 
with  the  traffic  which  will  be  offering  in  the  near  future. 

Against  these  depressing  figures  shown  in  the  importation 
table,  it  might  be  argued  that  the  Mozambique  Company  in 
the  development  of  their  no  doubt  rich  and  valuable  territory 
have  nothing  in  common  with  the  long-standing  question  of 
British  supremacy  in  South  Africa,  but  a  cursory  study  of  this 
Company's  financial  position  will  disclose  to  the  most  casual 
observer  Iiow  much  the  gi'owth  of  their  territory  is  dependent  on 
foreign  capital.  On  account  of  the  war  in  South  Africa  the 
consequent  stagnation  of  commercial  and  industrial  growth  has 
made  itself  felt  to  a  marked  degree  in  an  exceedingly  short  space 
of  time.  This  may  be  entirely  attributed  to  the  youth  of  the 
colony,  in  which  the  commercial,  agricultural,  and  mineral  com- 
panies are  not  possessors  of  extensive  capital,  and  have  not  the 
backbone  to  stand  the  strain  of  such  a  prolonged  crisis. 

Private  enterprises  have  sustained  a  severe  shock,  and  the 
progress  of  the  Mozambique  Company  has  been  retarded  by  the 
unexpected  withdrawal  of  outside  support  and  its  own  inability 
to  finance  itself  in  its  own  country.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  short- 
sighted pessimists  may  succeed  in  magnifying  the  Company's 
present  embarrassment,  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  reduce  its 
credit  to  a  still  lower  ebb. 

At  present  a  prohibitive  duty  exists  between  the  Ehodesian 
Government,  whose  country  borders  on  the  Mozambique  Com- 
pany's territories,  as  regards  the  importation  of  wines,  the  most 
important  article  of  commerce  possessed  by  the  Portuguese.  The 
fact  that  medical  opinion  is  in  favour  of  wine  for  use  in  tropical 
countries  in  preference  to  more  alcoholic  liquors  is  in  itself  a 
sufficient  plea  for  the  immediate  reduction  of  the  wine  duties 
referred  to. 
Impopti  and  Tables  B  and  C  show  figures  in  regard  to  the  various  articles 

•xpoptiB.  of  imports  and  exports  for  the  past  year,  which  speak  for  them- 

selves, and  Table  D  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  and  the 
various  countries  of  origin. 
Gold  mining.  During  1901  gold  mining  in  this  territory  did  not  advance  as 
much  as  was  anticipated  towards  a  regular  output  of  gold.  For 
the  first  six  months  of  the  year  very  little  work  was  done,  and 
enterprise  was  stifled  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Mining  Commis- 
sioner, Captain  Freire  d'Andrade,  who  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  visited  Lisbon  to  consult  with  his  directors  and  give  his  views 
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in  connection  with  necessary  alterations  in  the  Gold  Law  then  in 
force.  After  the  Commissioner's  return  a  great  deal  of  activity 
was  shown  in  securing  ground  for  mining  purposes,  both  reef  and 
alluvial,  and  the  number  of  claims  now  held  is  double  that  of  any 
previous  holding.  The  new  regulations,  made  known  on  the 
return  of  the  Commissioner,  are  responsible  for  this  advance,  as 
under  the  present  terms  mining  in  the  territories  has  been  ren- 
dered possible  and  more  attractive  to  the  investor.  Under  the 
new  regulations  the  reef  claims  have  been  doubled  in  size,  con- 
taining 100  metres  along  the  reef  and  200  metres  across.  A  small 
rent  per  claim  after  the  first  year,  which  is  free,  is  charged,  increas- 
ing from  10s.  per  annum  for  the  second  year  to  50s.  per  annum  for 
the  sixth  and  succeeding  years. 

Companies  floated  on  properties  must  pay  to  the  Mozambique 
Company  either  10  per  cent,  of  their  nominal  capital  (a  reduction 
from  the  former  50  per  cent.),  or  20  per  cent,  of  the  vendor's  shares 
fully  paid  up.  An  alternative  measure  which  will  probably  be 
the  most  popular  gives  claim  holders  who  pay  four  times  the 
rent  above  specified  the  full  and  free  right  to  dispose  of  their 
claims  without  any  reversion  or  share  to  the  Mozambique 
Company. 

On  minor  points  the  new  regulations  also  effect  much  desired 
improvements,  and  there  is  now  every  prospect  of  a  rich  mining 
district  being  thoroughly  developed  in  the  near  future.  At  present 
the  want  of  capital  to  develop  is  very  severely  felt,  and  what 
mining  is  done  is  principalJy  by  the  prospector  who  has  very 
little  money  or  means  for  continued  or  telling  work.  On  a  reef 
being  struck  a  certain  amoimt  of  work  has  to  be  done  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  authorities,  and  this  work  as  a  rule  is  all  that 
the  prospector  can  afford,  or  cares  to  do.  Instead  of  developing, 
he  proceeds  afield  again,  and  discovering  another  lode  puts  in 
again  only  the  requisite  work ;  consequently  there  are  veiy  few 
allotments  on  the  Macequece  goldfields  in  a  sufficiently  developed 
condition  to  put  on  the  market  for  flotation  as  really  proved 
properties.  The  Mines  Office  gives  every  assistance  possible 
within  the  limited  means  at  their  disposal,  but  a  certain  amount 
of  capital  will  be  needed  before  any  marked  improvement  can  take 
place. 

During  the  year  all  duties  except  on  spirits  and  tobacco  have 
been  taken  off  the  Manica  district  of  the  Mozambique  Company's 
territory,  and  an  ad  valorem  tariff  of  5  per  cent,  alone  is  imposed. 
This  reduction  of  duties  should  enable  merchants  to  retail  goods 
to  the  miners  at  Beira  prices,  as  the  relief  from  the  customs  tariff 
should  about  equal  the  heavy  railway  rates. 

A  newspaper  wholly  in  the  interests  of  mining,  "The 
Macequece  Mining  News,"  has  been  started  on  apparently  a 
successful  career. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  attention  of  the  mining  world 

was  attracted  to   the    great    possibilities  of    the  gold-dredging 

industry  if  applied  to  the  rivers  of  the  Mozambique  Company's 

territories  and  Ehodesia,  and  many  applications  were  made  to  the 
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lespective  mines  oflSces.  Following  the  example  of  Rhodesia,  the 
Mozambique  Company  granted  areas  on  the  different  rivers  on 
terms  favourable  alike  to  concession  holder  and  the  Company,  and 
their  action  is  bringing  more  capital  into  the  country.  River 
areas  have  been  taken  up  on  the  Luenta  (Mazoe),  Revue,  XJrema, 
Pungue,  Busi,  and  some  of  the  smaller  rivers,  and  as  the  natives 
wash  gold  from  these  rivers  continually,  the  dredgers,  where  able 
to  work,  should  make  satisfactory  returns.  New  dredging  laws 
have  been  drafted  which,  while  offering  fair  terms  to  genuine  and 
working  companies,  prevent  the  country  being  blocked  up  by 
speculators  for  any  length  of  time. 

During  the  year  work  was  carried  on  spasmodically  on  the 
Richmond  and  Braganza  mines;  the  Revue  mine  commenced 
driving  the  upper  levels ;  the  Guy  Fawkes  did  a  small  quantity 
of  development  work,  and  a  rich  copper  claim  (Dillon's)  was 
developed  for  flotation  on  the  Rhodesian  border ;  also  a  new  mine, 
Kaolin,  was  opened  out  most  successfully. 

The  native  labour  question  in  the  Macequece  mining  region 
has  been  taken  in  hand  with  a  considerable  amount  of  intelligence 
and  a  regular  supply  is  kept  up  from  the  various  districts.  Boys 
are  provided  by  the  Company  for  the  mines  and  contractors  at  11. 
per  head  per  month,  and  the  Native  Labour  Department  sees  that 
they  are  paid,  well  treated,  and  punished  only  by  the  authorities 
for  breaches  of  discipline,  &c.  Over  2,000  boys  are  at  work  on 
the  mines,  and  both  employer  and  employed  seem  well  content 
with  this  new  arrangement.  Several  attempts  at  smuggling  labour 
were  made  by  irresponsible  agents  from  Rhodesia  during  the  past 
year;  but  the  capture  and  conviction  of  a  few  offenders  soon 
stopped  this  traffic. 

A  fair  amount  of  building  has  been  undertaken  in  the 
Macequece  district  during  the  year ;  a  good  hospital  is  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  a  substantial  bridge  is  being  placed  over  the  Munene 
river.  Good  roads  have  been  and  are  being  made  from  Macequece 
to  the  various  mines,  and  in  many  respects  it  is  evident  that  there 
is  no  lack  of  energy  amongst  the  various  officials. 
Bailwftji.  As  regards  the  Beira  and  Mashonaland  Railways,  it  has  been 

impossible  to  obtain  any  reliable  figures  or  particulars,  as  r^ards 
the  tonnage  carried  during  1901,  as  was  shown  in  the  report  for 
the  previous  year.  The  whole  staff  from  manager  downwards  may 
be  said  to  have  completely  changed ;  being  less  experienced  in 
the  difficulties  to  be  met  in  this  country  such  as  native  labour, 
&c. ;  also  the  result  of  the  severe  wet  season  past,  may  account 
in  some  measure  for  so  many  complaints  being  heard ;  and  the 
large  quantity  of  material  carried  from  Beira  for  the  railway's 
own  extension  towards  Bulawayo  must  account  for  a  good 
deal  of  grumbling  of  the  local  forwarding  agents,  who  have 
had  apparently  considerable  difficulty  in  getting  their  various 
business  transactions  dealt  with  as  they  would  wish.  A  revi- 
sion in  the  classification  of  goods  by  the  railway  company  is 
by  unanimous  opinion  absolutely  necessary,  even  if  no  reduc- 
tion in  the  rates  of  freight  is  made.     Facilities  for  the  weighing 
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and  handling  of  cargo  are  badly  wanted,  and  have  been  applied  for 
repeatedly.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  necessity  of  proper 
shed  accommodation  and  cranage  conveniences,  also  some  con- 
sideration and  provision  should  be  made  to  meet  the  demand  of  the 
travelling  public.  At  pi'esent  no  accommodation  of  any  sort  is 
provided  for  passengers  or  their  luggage  at  this  most  important 
station  on  the  railway  company's  system.  Apparently  the 
management  at  Umtali  is  never  in  touch  with  the  local  require- 
ments of  this  port,  and  no  responsible  official  is  on  the  spot  to 
grant  redress. 

It  is  obvious  to  anyone  that  the  energetic  officials  of  the  Ou»tom- 
custom-house  in  the  Mozambique  Company's  service  are  doing  all  ^o'^^*- 
in  their  power  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  porte.  In  com- 
parison with  former  years  and  the  other  coast  ports  of  the 
Mozambique  province  they  take  a  distinct  lead ;  figures  are 
obtainable  up  to  date,  and,  in  many  ways,  old-fashioned  rules 
are  giving  place  to  new  regulations  which  are  making  and 
will  in  the  future  make  the  custom-house  work  for  business 
people  easier  and  more  expeditious.  But  improvements  are  still 
obviously  necessary.  More  space  and  accommodation  for  the 
reception  of  goods  is  required,  especially  covered  accommodation 
for  the  checking  and  sorting  of  goods  by  the  consignee.  The 
present  cram^e  power  is  inadequate  for  the  shipping  and  landing 
requirements,  and  it  still  remains  a  necessity  that  responsibility 
for  cargo  landed  on  the  wharf  should  be  fixed  on  the  landing  com- 
panies or  customs  authorities. 

Table  H  shows  the  shipping  of  the  port  for  last  year.  Bhipping. 
Shipping  communication  with  Beira  is  to  all  appearances  getting 
worse,  the  Deutsche  Ost  AMka  Linie  being  the  only  service  of 
steamers  on  which  any  reliance  as  regards  regularity  can  be  placed. 
This  company  has  a  fixed  time-table  to -which  their  st<iamers 
punctually  run  from  Hamburg  to  Beira  vift  both  East  and 
West  Coasts  of  Africa,  also  branch  lines  on  the  coast,  and  from 
here  vi&  Zanzibar  to  Bombay.  Consequently  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  Beira  and  Rhodesian  trade  has  been  diverted  from  the 
British  to  the  German  lines. 

Much  more  attention  is  also  being  paid  by  the  above-named 
company  to  the  maimer  in  which  cargoes  are  handled,  and  pronii)t 
settlement  of  claims  for  short  and  damaged  cargoes  is  made,  and 
they  are  most  assiduous  in  earning  the  esteem  of  the  mercantile 
community  and  in  meeting  trade  demands  of  this  young,  healthy, 
and  steadily-increasing  port. 

If  the  British  shipping  companies  desire  to  obtain  a  fair  share 
of  the  trade,  it  is  obvious  that  more  consideration  should  be  shown 
to  the  consignees  of  cargo  and  more  attention  paid  to  the  settle- 
ment of  claims.  Unfortunately,  the  absence  of-  any  regular 
British  steamship  service  on  this  coast,  the  inadequacy  of  the 
shipping  facilities  of  those  lines  which  do  call  here  "  when  con- 
sidered convenient,"  are  responsible  for  the  commerce  and  trade 
of  this  district  being  thrown  into  the  hands  of  our  competitora. 

That  it  is  an  asset,  too  valuable  to  be   neglected,  is   proof 
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•evident  of  the  recent  extra  additions  which  has  been  made  during 
the  |)ast  year  to  the  Heet  of  the  alx>ve-mentioned  Glerman  line. 

I>aring  the  year  1901,  156,069  tons  of  general  cargo  and 
11,09:^  tons  of  railway  material  were  landed  €x  British  vessels, 
10,684  tons  general  cargo  ex  German,  1,500  tons  ex  French 
steamers. 

The  increase  in  the  cargo  carried  by  the  German  steamers 
during  the  past  year  to  the  detriment  of  British  shipping  is 
simply  astounding  as  the  foUowing  figures  show : — British  ships 
have  brought  here  in  all  from  Europe  1,081  passengers  and  4,403 
tons  of  cargo.  The  German  line  2,590  passengers  and  10,163  tons 
of  cargo. 

During  the  year  the  French  Messageries  Maritimes  line  and 
the  Austrian  Lloyd  have  apparently  succumbed  to  this  Grerman 
competition,  and  have  given  up  Beira  as  a  port  of  call  in  their 
formerly  monthly  and  regular  service.  ' 

The  smaller  steamers  of  Reunie's  Aberdeen  line  still  call  here 
at  fairly  regular  bi-monthly  intervals  on  their  way  from  Natal 
to  Chinde,  carrying  passengers  and  cargo,  and  this  is  the  only 
British  line  on  which  either  passengers  or  merchants  can  in  any 
way  depend.. 

The  Union-Castle  line  send  steamers  here  occasionally  at 
most  irre»^ular  dates,  retumiiig  direct  to  the  United  Kingdom 
via  South  Africa. 

The  Clan  line  and  Bullard  Kuig  steamers  call  hei-e  at  intervals 
on  their  way  from  South  Africa  to  India. 

The  t)nly  other  steamer  line  which  ever  calls  at  I^ira  is 
the  French  Chai-geurs  Reunis  from  Madagascar. 

From  the  above  report  on  the  shipping  of  this  port  for  the 
past  year  it  is  evident  to  all  })eople  interested  in  British  conmierce 
that  it  is  a  question  shipowners  should  take  into  their  serious 
conaiileratiou  in  view  of  the  future  prosperity  which  must,  in 
the  natural  course  of  events,  l>e  attached  to  Beiiu  as  a  shipping 
port 

In  connection  with  the  above  i*emarks  respecting  the  Deutsche 
Ost  Africa  Linie,  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  since  January  I, 
1901,  the  annual  subsidy  from  the  German  Government  to  that 
line  of  45,000/.  has  l»een  risen  to  67,500/.,  all  their  new  vessels 
having  been  built  accoixling  to  the  German  Government's  requii-e- 
ments,  while  the  British  lines  receive  no  subsidy. 

The  harbour  fatjilities  of  Beira,  such  as  lighterage,  stevedoring, 
ifce.,  are  distinctly  g<Jod  and  capable  of  meeting  a  much  greater 
strain  of  work  tliau  they  have  at  present  on  hand. 
Banking.  Xhc  three  [jriiK'ipal  South  African  banks  have  now  bmnches 

in  Beira,  and  are  the  only  banking-houses  existing  in  the  Mozam- 
biijue  Conipany/s  territories,  namely,  the  Standanl  Bank  of  South 
Africa,  Limited,  the  Bank  of  Africa,  Limited,  and  the  African 
Banking  Corporation,  a  branch  of  the  latter  having  opened 
early  in  the  year.  Bankers'  licenses  still  remain  at  200/.  per 
annum. 

The  2  per  cent,  export  duty  on  gold  coin,  which  hampered 
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))auking  business,  has  been  abolished.  The  average  bank  price 
of  Portuguese  silver  during  the  year  has  been  6,350  reis  to  the 
1/.  sterling.  British  silver,  although  subject  to  an  import  duty 
of  10  per  cent.,  circulates  freely,  and  the  British  sovereign  is  the 
only  gold  coin  in  circulation.  The  exportation  of  gold  currency, 
as  shown  in  Table  C,  has  been  very  considerable,  and  accounts  for 
a  great  part  of  the  increase  in  exports  on  former  years. 

The  following  report  on  the  health  of  Beira  has  been  con-  Public  iioaltii. 
tributed  by  Dr.  F.  E.  Appleyard,  Medical  Officer  of  the  Beira  and 
Mashonaland  Railways : — 

"In  spite  of  its  bad  reputation,  I  believe  Beira  itself  would 
hold  its  own  with  any  town  on  tl^e  East  Coast  in  the  tropics. 
Residents  may  live  many  years  without  contracting  malaria^ 
providing  they  keep  to  .town  during  the  latter  part  of  the  rainy 
season.  The  country  in  the  vicinity  is  very  malarious,  especially 
from  January  to  May. 

"The  principal  diseases  met  with  here  are  malaria,  dengue, 
Malta  fever,  dysentery  and  diarrhoea. 

"  Malaria  is  generally  contracted  by  those  whose  work  or 
amusement  takes  them  on  the  veldt  during  the  summer-nautumn 
period ;  the  mortality  is  very  low  amongst  those  who  look  after 
themselves. 

"  In  fatal  cases  the  cause  of  death  is  usually  exhaustion  from 
n^lect  or  coma  due  to  a  blocking  of  the  cerebral*  capillaries 
by  a  malignant  parasite  or  the  product  of  its  action  on  the  red 
corpuscle. 

**  Dengue  is  very  prevalent  in  the  early  summer  ;  it  is  very 
harmless  and  as  far  as  I  know  there  is  no  fatal  case  on  recoixl. 

"  Malta  fever  sometimes  occurs  here  as  in  Rhodesia,  and  a  man 
who  has  suffered  from  it  will  almost  invariably  require  a  change 
of  climate  for  complete  convalescence.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  Dr.  Washbourn,  lately  the  bacteriologist  to  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry  Hospital  at  Deelfontein,  has  established  by  bacterio- 
logical methods  the  identity  of  the  old  Kimberley  camp  fever  and 
Malta  fever. 

*'  Dysentery  is  not  common  in  Beira,  and  when  it  does  occur 
is  rai-ely  acute  as  in  Rhodesia. 

**  There  is,  however,  a  great  tendency  for  neglected  cases  to 
terminate  in  liver  abscess. 

"  Diarrhoea,  when  met  with,  is  nearly  always  due  to  absorption 
of  ptomaines  from  prawns  or  shellfish.  Children  suffer  very 
severely  from  this  complaint  unless  the  greatest  attention  is  paid 
to  the  sterilisation  of  their  food. 

"  Enteric  fever  is  not  endemic,  and  as  far  as  I  know  all  cases 
that  have  occurred  here  came  from  Durban  or  the  Transvaal  during 
the  incubation  period.  As  well  known,  enteric  fever  always  has  a 
very  high  mortality,  and  Beira  is  certainly  to  be  congratulated  on 
its  immunity  from  this  scourge. 

"  With  the  exception  of  Kaffir  arrangements,  sanitary  mattei-s 
are  satisfactory. 

"  The  mooted  intention  of  macadamising  the  roads  is  much  to 
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be  deprecated,  and  would  necessitate  an  immense  outlay  to  deal 
with  flood  water,  owing  to  the  low  level  of  the  streets. 

**  The  sandy  soil  is  an  exceUent  one  from  an  anti-mosquito 
point  of  view.  The  fever  mosquito,  anophele,  is  quite  uncommon, 
owii^  to  the  absence  of  little  rainwater  pools  essential  for  them 
to  breed  in.  Culex,  on  the  other  hand,  is  common,  and  it  is 
fortunate  indeed  for  Beira  that  this  mosquito  does  not  propagate 
malaria.  I  believe  the  pest  might  be  largely  abolished  by  making 
all  tanks  mosquito  proof  and  the  systematic  collection  of  refuse 
tins." 
Chime  As  reported  last  year  game  in  this  district  is  still  very  much 

on  the  decrease,  especially  hartebeeste,  impala,  buflfalo,  bushbuck, 
duyker,  sessabe,  wild  pig,  warthog,  waterbuck,  oribie  brindlegnu, 
reedbuck,  eland  sable,  rhinoceros,  hippopotamus,  and  elephant.  In 
fact,  it  is  reported  by  professional  hunters  of  experience  that  the 
five  latter  species  will  become,  in  a  very  short  time,  extinct, 
unless  some  steps  are  taken  to  prevent  natives  and  unprincipled 
white  hunters  from  continuing  their  destruction.  Chiringoma, 
a  district  under  Chief  Lubuko,  formerly  one  of  the  best  parts  of 
the  country  for  game,  is  gradually  becoming  devastated,  and  it 
is  possible  now  to  hunt  for  days  and  days  and  not  find  any  one 
of  the  five  last-named  species. 

A  very  complete  set  of  game  laws  has  been  drawn  up  by 
the  official8»of  the  Mozambique  Company,  and  if  rigorously  put  in 
force  will  no  doubt  still  save  the  country  as  one  of  the  liest 
hunting  grounds  in  East  Africa. 

Compared  with  former  years  hunting  parties  during  1901  have 
been  very  few,  but  those  who  have  visited  this  part  of  East  Africa 
have  been  weU-satistied  with  results,  and  there  is  every  prospect 
after  the  new  game  laws  referred  to  are  enforced  that  this  country 
will  still  prove  one  of  the  most  attractive  sporting  regions  for 
large  game. 

Information  as  regards  professional  liuntei*s,  carriers,  and 
everything  in  connection  with  hunting  parties  and  theii-  necessary 
equipments  can  always  be  obtained  by  sportsmen  by  application 
to  His  Majesty's  Consulate,  and  for  general  information  a  complete 
copy  of  the  proposed  regulations,  schedules  referred  to  and  the 
necessa'ry  hunting  licenses  are  attached  as  an  annexe  to  this 
report 
ttotels.  There  are  several  good  hotels  in  Beira,  the  charges  being  from 

12s.  6d.  to  15«.  a  day  inclusive.     Tlie  Royal  Hotel.  Queen's  Hotel, 
and  the  Beach  Hotel,  are  the  principal. 
BiiildingB.  No  public   buildings   of   any  importance   have  been  erected 

during  the  past  year  with  the  exception  of  the  Victoria  Hall 
erected  by  the  British  inhabitants  of  Beira,  in  memory  of 
Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the  late  Queen  Victoria,  to  be 
used  as  a  public  recreation  hall  with  reading  and  writing  rooms, 
also  for  religious  services  of  all  denominations;  a  new  building 
for  the  Standard  Bank  of  South  Africa  now  nearing  completion, 
and  the  Oceana  Company's  large  two-storey  building,  the  ground 
floor  of  which  is  intended  to  be  let  as  shops,  the  upper  storey 
08  dwelling  flats. 
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The  principal  public  works  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  Pablio  worfa. 
company  are,  the  completion  of  a  steam  tramway  running  between 
the  custom-house  through  the  town  to  an  outlying  village, 
Mtounda,  a  distance  of  about  five  miles,  and  the  completion  of  the 
South-East  African  Company's  (French)  Chiveve  reclamation  and 
embankment  scheme,  the  land  thus  reclaimed  being  in  a  most 
important  part  of  the  town.  The  price,  however,  of  6/.  per  square 
metre  is  too  high  in  the  present  state  of  business  and  practically 
nothing  as  yet  has  changed  hands. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Mozambique  Company 
have  also  made  strenuous  efforts  to  complete  their  sea  wall,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  in  next  year's  report  this  may  be  declared  an 
accomplished  fact. 

All  local  provisions  are  very  expensive  and  of  ordinary  quality.  ProTision*. 
Tinned  provisions  are  about  three  times  home  prices. 

A  serious  drawback  still  exists  to  the  convenience  of  inhabi-  Post  Office, 
tants  and  advancement  of  trade  by  the  absence  of  the  advantages 
of  the  postal  union,  in  the  want  of  parcel  post,  money  orders  to 
and  from  Europe,  and  in  the  differential  rates  of  postage  by  the 
northern  and  southern  routes. 


Table  A. — Value  of  Imports,  Exports,  &c.,  at  the  Port  of  Beira 
during  the  Years  1895-1901. 


Value. 

Year. 

[mports. 

Exports. 

Be. 

exports. 

Transit. 

Duty. 

1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 

e 

142,170 
286,380 
578,630 
911,168 
547,638 
1,075,161 
484,007 

£ 
22,610 
19,700 
35,460 
31,106 
28,495 
60,133 
181,286 

£ 

.  • 

5,891 

9,791 

150,879 

4,788 

£ 

142,620 
191,450 
205,320 
176,606 
179,896 
926,402 
394,987 

£ 
23,700 
44,330 
64,905 
61,230 
56,512 
85,695 
74,690 
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Table  B. — Imports. 


It«m. 

Articles. 

(Quantity. 

Value. 

Duty. 

*      s. 

d. 

£      s.  d. 

1 

fitaveB       

•«• 

.M 

2 

Prepared    brandy     (cognac,    gin, 
whiaky  and  othen)  from  PoTtugal 

8 

Prepared    brandy    (cognac,    gin, 
whiaky  and  others)  from  Porta-  - 

OallODB... 

18,918 

8.660    2 

9 

6,852    8    » 

4 

gaese  ports      

Prepared    brandy     (cognac,     gin, 
whiaky  and  others)  foreign  ... 

6 

Mineral  waters 

Lbs.      ... 

274,668 

2*284  19 

6 

... 

6 

Needlea,    pins,    cigarette    holders, 

brooches,  brushes,  oombs  and  caps 

y,                ... 

4,196 

707    2 

6 

67  18    ft 

7 

Pitch,  tar,  and  coal  tar 

»f                ••• 

26,807 

280    9 

6 

50    0    5 

8 

Alcohol,   and  pare  brandy    of   50 
degrees  (Portuguese) 

9 

Alcohol,  and   pure    brandy  of    60 

degrees  (from  foreign  ports) 

Qallons... 

105 

27    7 

1 

16  18    8 

10 

Alcohol,  and  pure  Lrandy   of   50 
degrees  (re-exported  from   foreign 

pons)     

Alcohol,   and    pure   brandy  above 

11 

50  degrees  (from  national  ports) 

12 

Alcohol,  and   pore  brandy   above 

50     degrees     (re  exported  from  - 

„     ... 

1,606 

298  14 

8 

678    7    a 

national  portt) 

18 

Alcohol,    and   pure   brandy  abore 
50  degrees  (foreign) 

14 

Animals,  living  (not  specified) 

Number 

4,870 

1,601  11 

1 

15 

Arecanata          

Lbs.     ... 

1,289 

15    6 

6 

i'    7  11 

16 

Clean  rice ^ 

II       •«. 

7,084,899 

32,714    6 

1 

8,884    7  11 

17 

Blceinhoak       ^       

If 

2,160 

4  17 

9 

0    4    8 

18 

Sugar        

a;iions::: 

216,488 

2,097  18 

4 

827  19    1 

19 

OlireoU 

11,708 

8,089    6 

0 

874    0  11 

20 

Articles  for  personal  adornment 

Lbs.      ... 

81899 

690  15 

4 

182    4    2 

21 

Dutch  Tiles          

... 

... 

... 

22 

Dry  cod  fish 

Lbs.      ... 

«B,'l86 

1,170*12 

2 

75"  8    8 

28 

II        ••• 

6,410 

107    8  to 

7  14    8 

24 

Potatoes 

II 

514,284 

8,845    8 

2 

888  17    0 

25 

Bullocks 

Number 

45 

7,329    2 

2 

219    4    0 

26 

Navy  biscuit        

Lbs.      ... 

18,909 

801  14 

5 

16    8    8 

27 

Coffee        «       ^ 

It 

15,786 

664  18 

5 

70  16    0 

28 

Lime         

11       ••• 

20,184 

65    6 

8 

5  14    4 

29 

Boots  and  shoes  (roogh)          

„           „         (other  kinds) 

II       ••• 

1,217 

115    1 

4 

20  12    2 

80 

II        ••• 

11,412 

3,468  19 

2 

605  16  11 

81 

Coarse  convas  and  saU-doth    ... 

II 

210,872 

1,824    0 

2 

612  11    » 

82 

Caoutchouc,  made  up  and  not  enu- 

merated  

II 

1,786 

478    4 

5 

85  18    2 

88 

Rreshmeat          

« 

21,308 

448  18 

9 

214    8    1 

84 

Prepared  meat    ... 

II 

91,165 

3,199  12 

9 

449  18    6 

35 

Cartridges 

II 

84,574 

228  18 

9 

22  17    3 

86 

Charcoal 

II 

87,696,099 

82,251  15 

6 

... 

87 

Wood  and  iron  houses  (completed)  ... 

It       ••• 

... 

... 

88 

Onions      

-.»»..      •" 

238i349 

1,466  18 

4 

172    4    a 

89 

Beer          ...       .^       

OaUona... 

82,356 

5,240    6 

1 

1,750  11    8 

40 

Cider        

II     ••• 

45 

18    6 

7 

2    8    6 

41 

Cement     

Lbs.     ... 

4,491,861 

7,886  16 

7 

721  18    7 

42 

Leather  belts      

II       ••• 

2,572 

825  18  10 

81    7    0 

48 

Tea 

i» 

14,467 

1,082    2 

2 

664    9    5 

44 

Shawls  and  handkerchiefs  of  pure 

wool  and  cotton  mixed        

It       .». 

546 

74  10 

9 

88    9  10 

45 

Silk  umbrellas  or  parasols      

II       ••• 

40 

17  18 

2 

6  11    8 

46 

Umbrellas  and  paraaols  (any  other 

kind)      

.,        ... 

8,649 

151    2 

2 

55  14    8 

47 

HaU  (men's)       

Number 

6,166 

1,274  12 

5 

246  12    7 

48 

I«ad  (iKanufsctared) 

„    (cast  or  in  sheet) 

Lba.      ... 

825 

24  18 

7 

8  17    1 

49 

ji       ••• 

80,516 

816    4 

0 

15    1    4 

50 

Copper  (cast  or  in  sheet)        

II       ••• 

14,078 

524    4 

5 

18    8    6 

51 

„       wire  and  pipes 

II 

2.648 

128  14 

7 

18    0    9 

52 

„       works  (not  enumerated) 

II       ••' 

9,489 

1,183  12 

9 

161  12    0 

53 

In>n  rafes 

II       ••• 

4,716 

102    7 

1 

11    6    8 

64 

ProTialons          

510,088 

16,691    8 

1 

2,879  18    2 

55 

Beads        

,,        ... 

11,785 

440  16 

1 

101  11    2 

56 

Chains,  grapnels,  and  anchors 

II 

8,980 

89  15 

8 

0    8  10 

57 

Foreign  gold  coins       

J  5,958    0 

0 

56 

Pontiguese  gold  coins 

... 

... 

... 

59 

„         silver  coins          

... 

... 

8,248    1  l) 

... 

60 

Boats  under  200  cuble  metres  (foreign) 

Number 

14 

684  17 

9 

8814    4 

61 

>i           (Portu- 
guese)    

62 

Boats  above  200  cubic  metres  (foreign) 

... 

... 

..• 

... 
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It«m. 

ArtlclM. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Duty. 

«      «.  d. 

A     $.  d. 

6S 

Boats  ftbore  iOO  cable  metrei  (Portn- 
fue«j) 

64 

Kaflr  hoes 

Number 

18,'222 

584*  0    0 

197*18    4 

e6 

Spicw       ^       ... 

Lbs.      ... 

9,686 

287    2    2 

79    8    1 

66 

Looking-KlMBM 

„ 

8,480 

166  10    2 

66    6  10 

67 

Flint  lock  ganm  cap  gunt,  not  riflad 
or  tbeir  bamU         

66 

Other  guns  or  rifl«i      

Number 

'"  58 

359*  9    9 

42*12  10 

69 

Pewter  (cait  or  workad)         

Lbs.      ... 

7,886 

15  IS    5 

8  17    7 

70 

„     (other  kinds  not  tpeclfled)    ... 

„ 

146 

8  17    9 

0  14    7 

71 

Old  uniforms  and  second-hand  clothes 

„        ••* 

4,860 

184    9    5 

21  IS  11 

72 

Flour        

„        ... 

848,904 

5,878  16    2 

1,815    6    8 

78 

Pure  felt 

14 

8    0    0 

0    5    8 

74 

FeltooveriDg     

... 

... 

... 

76 

Tools  and  utensils        

Lbs.      ... 

61,891 

1,585  12    9 

76*19    6 

76 

Iron  and  steel,  cast,  wronght  and 

sheet     

„        ... 

1,136,412 

7,663    5    0 

880    9  10 

77 

Iron  and  steel  poles,  pipes,  Ac 

„        ... 

150,972 

1,775    7    6 

218    9    0 

78 

Csst  iron  and  steel  not  ennmerated... 

»» 

44,797 

964    8    0 

180    9    0 

79 

Tinfoil,  manufaoturad 

,,        ... 

.       8,981 

359  18    6 

181  11    4 

60 

Iron  and  steel,  wrought  or  sheet,  not 

f^pecified          

„ 

100,182 

8,768    2  11 

711    4    6 

61 

Cotton,  pure,  thread     

„        ... 

400 

25  17    9 

8    8    6 

82 

twisted 

tt        ••• 

5,724 

316    5    1 

77  10    6 

n 

Woollen,  silken,  or  anj  other  kind  of 

,,        ... 

867 

88  19    2 

8    9    6 

84 

Thread  for  fishing  nets 

... 

... 

86 

Ice 

... 

... 

... 

.*• 

86 

Provisions  not  specified          

Lbs.      ... 

282,701 

,885    9    8 

1,473    8    8 

87 

Sharp  and  perforative  surgical  Instm- 

ments     .»       ...        .^       

... 

*•• 

... 

•M 

88 

Surgical  instruments  and  apparatus 

(other  kinds) 

... 

... 

... 

..a 

89 

Tiles    and    building    stones    (from 

90 

Portugal)         

Lba."    ... 

66,429 

292*10    8 

80*10  11 

91 

„        (from  Portugal)    

i»        ••• 

98,795 

878  11    4 

92 

Books  and  printing  matter     

„ 

6,968 

556  11    0 

... 

98 

Sail  doth,  cotton  and  rope  articles  ... 

M             ••• 

47,866 

1,291  17    I 

806    6    8 

94 

,,             ... 

1,008 

28  18    6 

2    7    4 

96 

Earthenware  (poroelain)         

I» 

6.827 

265  16  10 

16    0    6 

96 

„          lother  kinds)      

Sewing  machines          

„             ... 

22,009 

515    2    8 

61    4    9 

97 

,,              ... 

1,846 

96  18    4 

.•• 

98 

cultural  and  industrial  purposes   ... 

„             ... 

1,021,666 

11,788    7    8 

99 

Timber  and  lumber       

5,661,198 

19,156    6    2 

965*2    4 

100 

Wooden  ware       

••• 

128,014 

2,788    4    6 

268  14    6 

101 

Wooden  trunks ^ 

... 

2,794 

416    9    6 

87    0  11 

102 

Buttdr       

Lbs.      ... 

59,904 

2,967  11  11 

486    8  10 

108 

Medicines 

9,875 

1,226  14    4 

117  18  11 

104 

Goods  not  enumerated ,. 

1,091,680 

16,582    8    0 

1,488    4  10 

106 

„        ... 

177 

799  17    4 

77    0    0 

106 

Wooden  fumtaue         

„ 

... 

... 

107 

Opium       

Writing  paper  and  enyelopes 

Lbs.      ... 

48 

10    0    0 

19*  0    0 

108 

II        ••• 

25,801 

1,281    4    5 

408    8    8 

109 

Paper  (other  kinds)       

11        ••• 

85,779 

984  15    9 

229    4    2 

110 

Petroleum 

501.147 

8,084    7    0 

966    6    7 

111 

Watches 

It        ••• 

12,899 

480    4  11 

141    8    9 

112 

Plants  and  green  Aruit 

If        ••• 

65,097 

746  15    6 

118 

■Gunpowder         

„        ... 

992 

46  17    9 

25*8    8 

114 

Copper  nails       ...       ...       

1,181 

76    6    2 

88  16    1 

116 

Mails  (other  kinds)        

It        ••• 

88,691 

879  11    8 

262  18  11 

116 

Flfhing  nets  (from  Portugal) 

... 

... 

117 

Watches 

Number 

885 

188  17    9 

12    7    1 

118 

Clocks       

205 

62  16  10 

17    2    2 

110 

BevoWers  (pistols  and  their  barrels)... 

It 

6 

15    6    7 

1    6    7 

120 

Soap          

Toilet  soap          ...       t..       ...       .!. 

Lbs.      ... 

148,021 

1,984  12    2 

287  15    4 

121 

... 

1,900 

118  15    9 

10  10    8 

122 

Canvas  linen  bags  from  Portugal     ... 

... 

... 

128 

Salt           

Gallons... 

6]i540 

1,128  19    5 

275*  8    8 

124 

Seeds  for  plantation      

Lbs.      ... 

8.287 

265    9    9 

125 

Foreign  tobacco  In  leaf 

»»       ... 

27 

3  19  11 

4*17    7 

126 

„             indgHrs      

1,405 

550  12  10 

543  18    7 

127 

Foreign  tobacco  (other  kinds) 

M. 

2,104 

648  10    7 

751    4    4 

128 

Portuguese  tobacco  (leaf,  rolled,  or 

cake>     

»» 

1,578 

82  18    8 

8  17  11 

129 

Portuguese  tobacco  in  cigars 

n         *•• 

488 

185  11     1 

64    7    4 

180 

(other  kinds)     ... 

II         ••• 

40,860 

4,878  18    9 

195  18    0 
4,688  10    6 

181 

II         ••• 

275,454 

12,678  15    6 

182 

(dyed,  or  in  piece)      ... 

'      >i         •»• 

32.680 

2,466    2    2 

481    8    1 

1 
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Impobts — continued. 


Item. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

DOU. 

4      a.  d. 

£     s.  d. 

lU 

Cotton    tinuei  (raw,    bleaebed,    or 

made  up)         

Lba.      ... 

202,205 

15,640  15    6 

6,298    6  11 

184 

Cotton  tlMttei  (dred,  or  made  ap)     ... 
Flannel  tlmues  of  pore  wool  In  piece... 

n         ••• 

29,684 

8,681    2    2 

946    T    7 

185 

ti         ••• 

844 

90    4    5 

20  10    8 

186 

„          of  wool  and  cotton, 

madeap.. 

„                    .M 

008 

220  17    9 

88  13  1<^ 

187 

piece      

„                     ... 

185 

11    2    2 

6    7    5 

188 

Flannel  tlnaee  of  wool  and  cotton. 

made  up 

ft                     ••• 

018 

180  15    6 

IjB    0  l(y 

188 

WooUen  tiasues  made  ap,  iticch  or 

stocking  itiich 

Woollen  Useuee.  in  piece  and  keney- 

„                     ... 

1,575 

884  19    8 

104  11    6 

140 

mere 

II                    ••• 

2,649 

761  16    2 

176    0    0 

141 

Woollen  Usraee,  made  up  and  keraej- 

mere      

f|                     ••• 

2,743 

681    1    8 

181  12    6 

142 

Woollen  ilMues,  in  piece  not  tnn- 

merated 

„                     .M 

8,209 

866    8  10 

100  11    8 

148 

Woollen  Useuea  made  up,  not  enn- 

merared 

„                     ••• 

8,186 

1,007  16    4 

806    4    1 

144 

Linen  tiaaues  in  piece 

II                     ••• 

911 

116    6    7 

25  16  10 

148 

„           made  up 

1,888 

819  15    6 

80  19    6 

146 

Silk  iiMues  in  piece       •... 

II                    ••• 

820 

187  19  11 

76    8    6 

147 

TiflBuee  of  pure  eilk       

II                    ••• 

1,084 

1,164  16    6 

267    1    2 

148 

Tiles  for  roofing 

„                     ••. 

248,110 

866    8  10 

48    0    5 

149 

Bricks 

II                    •*• 

41,400 

26    8  10 

2    6    8 

150 

Natural  dyes  and  patnu  in  powder  ... 

l»                    ••• 

11,187 

141  18    7 

10  18    2 

151 

Prepared  dyes  and  paints        

tl                     ••• 

92,877 

1,258    9    7 

177  IS    0 

152 

Corn          

II                     ••• 

1,908 

7  15    6 

0  15    6 

153 

Clay  tubes  (pipes)         

II                    ••• 

191 

8    2    2 

0    1  10 

151 

Sandstone  tubes  (pipes)          

II                     ••• 

2,925 

I    7    1 

1    7    1 

155 

Casks  made  up  or  in  shooks  (from 

Portugal)         

••• 

... 

156 

... 

... 

... 

... 

157 

Vehicles  of  any  kind  (from  Portugal) 

... 

... 

... 

•.. 

158 

Candles     ...        ..,       

Lba.      ... 

57,728 

1,820    1  10 

860    7    1 

159 

Qlsss         

II        ••• 

80,420 

612  11    6 

218    8  10 

160 

^»'.      ••• 

22,419 

1,187  18    0 

2n    4    8 

161 

Vinegar  in  casks  (foreign) 

Qallons... 

101 

6    0    0 

0    6    2 

162 

„         „         (from  Portugal)      ... 

II     ••• 

1,526 

167    7    6 

1  11    0 

168 

„       in  bottles         

,,     ... 

364 

51  13    6 

20    0    4 

164 

Common  wines  in  casks  (Portuguese) 
(foreign)     ... 

II 

225,206 

27,093  14  11 

228  18    5 

165 

II     ••■ 

699 

104  17    9 

56    8  11 

166 

in  bottles  (foreign)    ... 

11     ••• 

2,520 

997    7  11 

288    0  10 

J67 

H          (Poitugneae) 

II     ••• 

8,722 

2,491    9    6 

8  17    8 

168 

Sparkling  wines 

1,858 

2,092  16    6 

288    2  11 

169 

Liqueur  wines  In  casks  (foreign) 

II     ••• 

14 

6  17    9 

1    5    2 

170 

(Portuguese) ... 

It     ••• 

70 

10  17    9 

0    1    2 

171 

„          in  bottles  (foreign)       ... 

II     ••• 

3,227 

916    8  10 

270    8    9 

172 

(Portuguese)... 

„     ... 

2,856 

1,958  17    9 

2  18    0 

178 

Bailway  waggons,  rails,  Ac 

for  the   use   of  tbe   Hcxambique 
Company— 

Lbs.      ... 

10,888,876 

102,n0  17    9 

174 

Caat-iron  and  steel  in  aheeta  or  plates 

II         ••• 

41,820 

385  19  11 

••• 

175 

Wroughi-iron  and  steel  in  shecu  or 

plates,  worked,  not  enumerated    ... 

II        •" 

1,125 

13    6    7 

... 

176 

990 

84    8  10 

... 

177 

Material   for  tbe  Cbiveve  land  re- 

clamaUon         

„        ... 

95,102 

2,458  18    3 

•.. 

178 

Telegraphic  material     

„        *•• 

1,140 

172    3    1 

179 

Medicines 

17,007 

2,104    7  11 

••• 

180 

Qoods  not  enumerated 

II         ••• 

20,236 

818    7    9 

181 

mere  made  up 

„        ... 

4 

3    2    2 

•M 

182 

Writing  paper     

„ 

603 

19  19  11 

... 

188 

Paper,  not  enumerated 

„         ... 

10,723 

218  18    8 

••• 

184 

Iron  nails 

II         ••• 

7,817 

86  13    3 

... 

185 

Boou,  not  specified       

II        ••• 

144 

10  13    9 

... 

186 

Cartridges. 

llumber" 

67,500 

167    2    0 

... 

187 

Hats  (men's)       

900 

155  19  11 

... 

188 

Cement     

Lbs.     ... 

95,625 

155  19  11 

... 

18» 

Copper  (worked,  not  specified) 

9 

8    8  10 

... 

190 

Steel,  worked  or  in  plates       

II        ••• 

81,482 

1,041    8    1 

••• 

191 

Manufactured  white  cotton     

198 

27    2    2 

... 

192 

„            cotton  (dyed) 

II        ••• 

7 

3  19  11 

198 

stitch) 

tl        ••• 

60 

21    S    2 

... 

194 

Complete  wooden  houses        

1*        ••. 

12,467 

444    8  10 

••• 

196 

Timber      

H 

156,084 

198  17  11 

•.. 

Digitized  by 


Google 


BBUUL 


u 


Table  C— Expobts. 


Jttm. 

Artlclei. 

Quantity. 

Valne. 

Duty. 

1 

£       $,    d. 

£       «.    </. 

1 

;  Aksobol 

GaUons 

H« 

22    6    0 

0    4    6 

2 

Lbs.      ... 

2.209,006 

6,644  16  U 

68  16    8 

S 

Snitar     

1,681,442 

8,661  16    6 

Sd  lU    4 

4 

186,664 

18,060    0    1 

1,029    0    0 

6 

-Coffee    

It 

688 

20  16    0 

0    4    0 

6 

!  Wm      

117,762 

4,427  14    4 

184  16    1 

1 

'  Tniki  (hippopocamus)          

342 

24    2    2 

1  16    0 

8 

Foreign  |col<l  money 

... 

•.. 

38,618  16  10 

88    3    4 

9 

Portoffuese  rilTer  money      

... 

22,216  12    2 

... 

10 

'  Beans     

Lbe.      ... 

6]',691 

118  12    6 

1     1  10 

11 

Seiameaeed     

806,856 

1,058    7    9 

21    7  10 

IS 

Copal  gum       , 

16 

0    6    2 

0    0    4 

18 

■  Wood,  rongh  or  only  sawn 

... 

2,700.000 

2,222    4    6 

22    4    6 

14 

Iwry      

,, 

4,117 

1,048    I    6 

98  18  10 

16 

,  Goods  not  specified  (national) 

60,568 

3,680    0    7 

64     1     8 

16 

1  Ck>Id  in  iMin,  gold  dust,  national  or 

foreign         ...        

1,186 

62,677    0    0 

... 

17 

1  Skins  and  hides          

29,620 

382    8    6 

10    0    0 

18 

»» 

62 

8  16  11 

0    5    6 

19 

,  <iiiartt 

24,191 

248    0    0 

... 

20 

Tortoise 

'  OwlandtoBhodesla- 

II         ••• 

2 

G    6    7 

0    0    6 

21 

Uyeoxen     ...    ' 

•• 

860 

1,285  12    1 

... 

22 

1      Oalyanisediron      

857,760 

1,762  10    2 

... 

28 

Machinery  instnunenU  for  mln- 

;          ing  purposes     

II 

141,288 

2,902  It     1 

... 

24 

<      Wood  in  planks  and  JoUts 

»i 

8,724,272 

10,697    8    8 

... 

28 

1      Kationalwlne        

If 

6,060 

182    0    0 

•«• 

26 

'      Goods  (Tarious)      

... 

1,897,727 

7,019  16    6 

... 

27 

1  Goods  not  specified  (nstionalised) ... 
'    .                       ToUl...       

II 

806,871 

3,629  16    8 

... 

181,286  16    4 

1,612    4  10 

Table  D. — Total  Value. of  Goods  Imported  into  Beim,  giving 
Country  of  Origin,  during  the  Year  1901. 


Ooimtrj. 


Poitugal 

„         re-exportfttion  •• 
Portuguete  OoloniM  •  • 

„  „        re-«zportaiioii 

GermanT  and  Colonies 
France  and  Colonias 

Holland 

United  Kingdom 

Britiah  India  

British  South  Africa  and  Anatralia 

Rhodesia 

Zanaibar  .  • •• 

Other  countries 

Total    .. 


Value. 


£       «. 

d. 

S0,289  11 

8 

7,514    8  11 

668  17  10 

42,650    8  11 

26,153    4  10 

15,849  15 

6 

2,764    4 

6 

185,117  10 

6 

35,262    0 

0 

47,204    9 

0 

3,206    4 

6 

1,960    6 

0 

35,466  18 

9 

484,007  19  10 
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Table  K— Goods  in  Transit  for  Rhodesia. 


Artielae. 


1 

2 

S 

4 

6 

6 

7 

• 

9 

10 

II 

12 

19 

14 

16 

16 

17 

16 

16 

20 

21 
22 
23 

24 

26 
26 
27 
28 
26 
16 
61 
62 


Alooliol  and  pore  bnuidf 
Flraarmt        


SOffM*  ... 
CodJIdi.^ 
Llqaovn 


not  tmunerated . 


Coooa  ... 

Coffee 

Froihmeafe 

Prepared  meat 

Beer     

Cement  

ProTiaions      

Floor M. 

Foodstuflli      

Timber 

„      (worked)      .^ 
„     onl7  Mwn,  planka, 

and  framee 

Mining  material 
Ooods,  not  enumerated 
It  f*  fne 

duty 

Gold  in  bare    ... 

,,    in  coina 

SilTerinbara 

„     in  coina 

Cotton  tieraes 

Tlfeoes.  not  enumerated    . 
Wine  (foreign) 

M     (Portofueie)  ... 
Material  for  the  railway  an 

graph 


Quaadtf.   I         Value. 


OaUons... 
Number 


Oallone.. 


Lbt. 


Oallooa.. 
Lbt.      .. 


Lbt. 


Lbt. 
OaJloi 


6,161 

668 

2,564,665 

604,006 

28,062 

64.828 

96S 

22,653 

6,622 

44,467 

166.640 

618,492 

26,146 

1,466,667 

1,402,738 

1,166,705 

1,661,607 


1,279 

1,619 

10,427 

2,666 

584 

I     14,400 

1,508 

721 

496 

1,298 

1,266 

6,768 

2,108 

1,886 

26,994 

6,068 

16,808 


«.  d. 

18  6 

19  6 
9  2 

19  6 

17  9 

10  6 
6  10 

16  6 

16  6 

16  10 

6  8 

6  7 

19  6 

16  9 

0  0 

11  4 
0  0 


706,467    I     10,288  11    9 


666.806 
1,676.618 
7,609,027 

166,451 

"■  68 


1,097,606 

206.661 

16,148 

100 


6,441     3  3 

21,446  19  9 

146,116  10  6 

16.740    0  0 

1,500*  p  0 


58,747  11  1 

17,164  0  6 

6,448  6  9 

56  6  8 


8,076,109    ;     20,784    0    0 


Duty. 


«      s.  d. 
66    7  11 

66  11  U 
612  16    6 

70  2  2 
17  10  II 
412  0  2 
46  15 
21  16 
14  16 
36  19 

67  16 
202    2 

68  5 
56  10 

609  17 
182  13  11 
474  16  9 


308  16  9 

106  4  II 

4,601*"8  10 


1,262  6  7 

614  12  4 

196  9  0 

1  19  9 


Table  F. — Rb-exportation. 


Item. 


Artiole6. 


1 

Eice 

;Lbs. 

2 

Wines  not  enamemted 

Gallons 

3 

ProTisiont 

Lbs. 

4 

Ooodf  not  enumerated 

)) 

5 

Cotton  tissues  . . 

ft 

6 

Wine  (foreign). . 

Gallons 

7 

„     (national) 

i         " 

Total 


Quantity.         Value 


578,889  2,418  8  10 

4,508  977  15  6 

2,075,587  ,  18,480  0  0 

697.106  11,280  0  0 

176,708  8,348  2  4 

247  76  15  6 

2,585  257  2  4 


-[- 


Duty. 


£     9,     d, 

8  10    0 

9  10  1> 
322  18  (• 
188  18    4 

14  14     6 


0     9  11 


41,788    4     6     490     1     6 


Table  G. — Tkanshipment. 
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Table  H. — Return  of  Shipping  Entered  and  Cleared  at  the 
Port  of  Beira  during  the  Year  1901. 


Mea-of-War. 

Steam. 

Saillns. 

Tbtal. 

Nfttionalltj. 

Number 

of 
Yeneli. 

Ton*. 

Number 

of 
Yeflseli. 

TOI10. 

Number 

of 
YesMla. 

Tom. 

Number 

of 
YesaelB. 

Tont. 

Portufoeie  ... 

JnnSk         

0«nium        

British         

Anttro-Hongarian ... 

1 
1 
1 
2 

i" 

780 
1,146 

990 
1,620 

1,840 

8 
81 
121 
101 
8 
3 

679 

78,081 

186,884 

171,486 

7,098 

4,668 

1 
2 

n 
"i 

966 
47 

762 

8,818 

6 
84 

132 

114 

8 

8 

2,826 

79,274 

167,624 

178,868 

7,098 

9,816 

Toua      ...       ... 

8 

6,878 

262 

418,681 

18 

^08^ 

2M 

429,490 

Table  I. — ^List  of  Principal  Business  Firms. 


Name. 

Q-eneral  merohants*- 
Suter  and  Company,  Ltd. 
Kanica  Trading  Corporation,  Ltd. 

J.  D  Martini 

Wallerstein,  Hirst  and  Company 
William  Phillipi  and  Company 

FabreetFils 

Sadjfist  Afncain 

Companhia  Agricola  do  Moribane 
Damodar  Anangy          .  •         •  • 
TayoobSakoor 

Forwarding  and  oommianon  agents— 
D.  Cameron        . .         .  • 
G^lenny  and  Company  , .         •  • 
Eidd,  Schoch  ana  Company    •  • 
Bapozo  Broe. 

Landing  company — 
Beira  Boating  Company 


Nationality. 


British 

British 

British 

British 

German 

French 

French 

Portuguese 

Britisa  Indian 

British  Indian 

British 
British 
British 
Portuguese 

British 


Annex  I. — ^Companhia  de  Mozambique. 

Pboposed  Eegulations  for  the  Hunting,  Shooting,  and  Killing  of 
Wild  Animals  and  Birds  vrithin  the  Territories  of  the 
Mozambique  Company. 

1.  In  the  province  of  Manica  and  Sofala  administered  by  the 
Mozambique  Company,  no  one  without  a  hunting  license  may  hunt 
or  shoot  or  kill  wild  animals  or  birds,  whether  such  hunting  or 
killing  is  carried  out  by  fire-arms,  assegais,  clubs,  or  by  any  ofiier 
means ;  and  in  no  case  shall  the  hunting  of  wild  animals  or  birds 
other  than  those  of  Schedule  A,  Class  IV,  by  means  of  nets,  pits, 
poison  or  intoxicating  plants  or  seeds  be  permitted. 

2.  The  wild  animals  and  birds  in  the  territory  of  the 
Mozambique  Company  shall  be  classed  according  to  Schedule  A 
below. 

3.  Hunting  licenses  shall  be  of  two  classes,  A.  and  B,  sub- 

(72)  B 
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divided  into  three  divisions  according  to  the  Schedule  B  below, 
and  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  fees  as  shown  in  that  Schedule. 

4  Applicants  for  hunting  licenses  must  be  in  possession  of  a 
gun  license  which  must  be  valid  throu^out  the  period  for  which 
the  hunting  license  is  requested.  The  gun  license  must  be  shown 
to  the  authorities  before  issue  of  the  hunting  license. 

5.  Hunting  license  shall  be  granted  on  application  to  the 
governor  of  the  territory,  or  to  a  chief  of  circumscription  and 
shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  models  attached.  It  shall  always 
remain  within  the  right  of  the  governor  or  chief  of  circumscriptioni 
to  refuse  any  application  for  a  license. 

6.  A  hunting  license  shall  not  give  any  right  to  the  holder  to 
shoot  upon  any  land  which  may  be,  now  or  hereafter,  reserved  by 
the  Mozambique  Company  as  a  game  reserve,  or  upon  any  private 
land  without  the  consent  of  the  owner  or  lessee,  nor  shall  it  give 
the  right  to  shoot  or  hunt  any  animal  or  bird  the  shooting  or 
hunting  of  which  is  now  prohibited  by  this  regulation,  or  may  be 
hereafter  prohibited  by  order  of  the  Governor  of  the  Mozambique 
Company. 

7.  No  holder  of  a  license  shall  be  entitled  to  kill  in  one  year 
more  than  six  specimens  of  a  single  species  of  the  animals 
enumerated  in  Class  II,  Schedule  A. 

8.  No  single  person  may  hold  more  than  one  license. 

9.  The  hunting  or  killing  of  the  young  of  any  wild  animal  or 
bird  except  such  as  those  enumerated  in  Class  lY,  Schedule  A,  is 
strictly  prohibited. 

10.  It  is  strictly  prohibited  to  disturb  the  nests  or  to  take  the 
eggs  of  the  birds  enumerated  in  Schedule  A,  Classes  I  and  III. 

11.  Persons  hunting,  killing,  or  shooting  wild  animals  and 
birds  without  a  hunting  license  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  25/.  and  not  exceeding  100/>,  or  in  the  case  of  natives  to 
imprisonment  of  not  less  than  three  months  and  not  exceeding  one 
year  for  each  offence. 

12.  Persons  hunting,  shooting,  or  killing  wild  animals  or  birds, 
without  a  gun  license  shall  be  liable  to  the  punishment  enacted  by 
paras.  1,  2,  5,  Art.  250  of  the  new  Penal  Coda 

13.  Persons  hunting  on  the  ground  reserved  now,  or  hereafter, 
as  a  game  preserve  by  the  Mozambique  Company  shall  be  liable 
to  a  fine  of  not  less  tlian  50L  and  not  exceeding  100/.  Persons 
hunting  on  private  grounds  without  permission  of  the  owner  or 
lessee  shall  be  liable  to  the  punishment  enacted  by  paragraph  (sole) 
Art.  254  of  the  new  Penal  Code,  and  shall  also  be  liable  to  pay 
such  sum  as  may  make  good  any  damage  dona 

14.  Persons  hunting,  shooting,  or  killing  animals  or  birds  the 
shooting  of  which  is  prohibited,  or  hunting,  shooting,  or  killing  an 
animal  or  bird  not  included  in  the  class  for  which  he  holds  a 
license,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of: 

(1)  20/.  for  each  animal  shot  or  killed  which  is  included  in 
Schedule  A,  Class  I,  except  the  female  elephant  for  the  shooting  or 
killing  of  which  the  penalty  shall  be  50/.  and  confiscation  of  the 
ivory  taken  from  the  elephant  killed. 
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(2)  51  for  each  animal  shot  or  killed  which  is  included  in 
Schedule  A,  Glass  II,  except  the  elephant  for  the  shooting  or 
killing  of  which  the  penalty  shall  be  50?.  and  confiscation  of  the 
ivory  taken  from  the  elephant  killed. 

15.  Persons  contravening  Art.  10  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  11  and  not  exceeding  5L 

16.  Persons  found  in  possession  of  elephants'  tusks  or  ivory  of 
less  than  5  kilos.  (11  lbs.)  each  shall  be  treated  as  if  they  had 
killed  the  elephant  from  which  the  tusks  were  taken,  and  sluill  be 
liable  to  the  tine  set  forth  in  Art.  14  and  [or]  to  confiscation  of 
the  ivory. 

17.  Holders  of  hunting  licenses  and  ofl&cials  of  the  Mozambique 
Company  have  at  all  times  the  right  to  demand  the  production  of 
the  hunting  license  of  any  person  they  may  know  to  be  hunting 
within  the  territories  of  the  Mozambique  Company. 

18.  Persons  giving  such  information  as  may  lead  to  the  con- 
viction of  any  person  of  an  offence  against  this  regulation  shall 
receive  half  the  amount  of  the  fine  imposed  in  respect  of  that 
offence. 

19.  No  natives  of  the  territory  may  hold  a  hunting  license. 

20.  It  shall  be  within  the  right  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Mozambique  Company  by  notice  in  the  official  Boletim,  to  reserve 
any  portion  or  portions  of  the  territories  of  the  Mozambique 
Company  as  a  game  preserve,  wherein  the  shooting,  killing,  or 
hunting  of  ^ny  wild  animal  or  bird  except  those  enumerated  in* 
Class  IV,  Schedule  A,  shall  be  absolutely  prohibited. 

It  shall  also  be  within  the  right  of  the  Governor  to  declare 
any  portion  or  portions  so  reserved  as  no  longer  reserved. 

21.  It  shall  be  within  the  right  of  the  Governor  of,  the 
Mozambique  Company  by  notice  in  the  official  Boletim  to  transfer 
any  animal  or  bird  from  one  class  to  another  of  Schedule  A  from 
time  to  time  and  as  he  may  deem  fit 

22.  The  regulations  for  the  hunting  of  game  in  the  territories 
of  the  Mozambique  Company  as  contained  in  Order  No.  684  in 
the  Boletim  of  November  1,  1895,  and  all  other  regulations  or 
orders  connected  with  the  same  are  hereby  revoked. 

SOHBDULE  A. 

Class  I. — Animals  or  tirds,  the  shooting  or  killing  of  which  is 
strictly  prohibited :  Elephant  (female),  giraffe,  gorilla,  chimpanzeCi 
mountain  zebra,  wild  ass,  white  tailed  gnu,  eland,  impala,  secretary 
bird,  owls,  rhinoceros  bird. 

Class  II. — Animals,  the  shooting  or  killing  of  which  u>  permitted 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  these  regulations :  Elephant 
whose  tusks  shall  weigh  not  less  than  5  kilos.  (11  lbs.),  rhinoceros, 
buffalo,  hippopotamus,  zebra  (other  than  mountain  zebra),  antelope 
and  gazelle  (other  than  those  mentioned  in  Class  I.). 

Class  III. — Animals  and  birds,  the  shooting  of  which  is  per- 
mitted in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  these  regulations: 
Hares,  rabbits,  birds  (other  than. those  m^entioned  in  Class  I.). 
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Class   IV. — ^Animals,  the  shooting  or    killing   of   which   is 

Enoitted    free:    lion,    leopard,  panther,    hyaena^  hunting  dog, 
boons  and  the  harmful  monkeys,  crocodiles,  poisonous  snakes, 
pythons,  large  birds  of  prey  (except  those  mentioned  in  Class  I.). 

Schedule  B. — Game  Regulations,  1902. 
Licenses. 


Classes. 

Sub-DiTisions. 

A.» 

B.t 

6 
Bionths. 

1 
Year. 

6 

Months. 

1 
Year. 

Ist :  Carrying  the  right  to  8ho«t  elephants 
or  animals  or  birds  enumerated  in 
Schedule  A,  Classes  2  and  3  only 

2nd:  Carrying  the  right  to  shoot  animals 
(except  elephants)  or  birds  enumerated  in 
Schedule  A,  Classes  2  and  3  only .  • 

and    birds    enumerated  in  Schedule  A, 
Class  3  only 

£ 

20 

5 

2 

£ 
80 

8 

3 

£ 

80 

16 

6 

£ 
60 
26 

8 

*  A.— For  persons  residing  'within  the  territory, 
t  B. — ^For  persons  not  residing  within  the  territory. 

Hunting  License. 

Class 

Sub-division 

The  bearer of  this  license  for  which  the  sum 

of has  been  paid  is  entitled  to  hunt  ¥dld  animals  and 

birds  within  the  territory  of  the  Mozambique  Company  in  accord- 
ance with  the  regulations  in  force  and  subject  to  the  restrictions 

of  Glass sub-division as  set  forth  in  the  Schedule 

of  licenses  of  that  regulation. 


(Place.) 
(Date.) 
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Refermce  to  previotis  Hepart,  Annual  Series  No.  2508. 


lUport  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Lourenqo  Marques  for  the 
Tear  1900  hy  Captain  FritzCrorwc,  E.N.,  His  Majesty's  ConsvZ- 
General, 

(Beoeired  at  Foreign  Office,  December  28, 1901 ;  inpplementary  information 
received  May  18, 1902.) 

My  predecessor,  owing  to  pressure  of  work  consequent  upon  Generar 
the  war,  was  unable  to  render  the  usual  trade  report  for  the  year  romarki*. 
1899.  The  same  plea  holds  good  in  my  case  in  a  still  more 
forcible  manner ;  the  military  occupation  of  the  Eastern  Transvaal, 
abnormal  conditions  of  aflFairs  at  this  port,  and  total  absence  of 
official  statistics  have  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  compile  the 
usual  commercial  report.  T  have,  however,  with  the  aid  of  various 
information  which  I  have  collected,  compiled  a  brief  and  general 
report  of  the  situation  at  Lourenqo  Marques  to  date. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  even  with  a  limited  expenditure,  and 
as  the  Administrative  Departments  improve,  Lourengo  Marques 
may  develop  into  a  prosperous  port  and  prove  a  good  field  for 
British  merchants  and  British  capital. 

This  year's  census  shows  a  large  British  preponderance  over 
other  foreign  residents,  but  we  are  far  from  holding  as  much  of 
the  trade  as  we  might. 

Of  the  British  subjects,  the  largest  proportion  is  made  up  of 
Indians  and  other  coloured  races. 

According  to  the  census  of  January  1, 1901,  the  population  of  Papulation. 
Lourenqo  Marques  is  6,370,  comprising  20  different  nationalities. 
Portugal  heads  the  list  with  3,990,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
comes  next  with  1,186.     Of  the  6,370,  3,319  are  whites,  1,299 
Asiatics,  and  1,752  Africans. 

During  the  year  1900,  5,308  patients  were  admitted  into  the  HospiteL 
hospital,  of  whom  254  died.    In  1899  the  number  admitted  into 
the  hospital  was  4,232, 175  deaths  being  registered.     In  the  first 
half  of  the  year  1901  the  admissions  were  2,896,  of  whom  130 
died. 

The  general  death  register  of  the  town  is  as  follows : —  Mortality. 
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Year. 

1899 
1900 
1901  (finthalf)    .. 


Number. 


494 
t>64* 


MoTeinent«  of 
"•learner?. 


Cuatom-housc 
Totiini9« 


Custom- 
houM. 


*  The  ferer  season  being  unusnaUy  severe. 

The  number  of  steamers  which  entered  this  port  is  as  follows  :— 

Year.  Number. 

1898  1  622 

1899  608 

1900  ..  ..  ••  ..I  438 

1901  (first  half)    '.  *.         * '         \ !         ! !  167* 

*  Against  268  entered  during  the  same  period  of  last  year. 

The  custom-house  returns  for  1900  show  a  marked  increase 
compared  with  those  of  1899  (see  Table  No.  1).  This  is  more 
pronounced  in  the  transit  traffic,  which  shows  a  difference  of  neatly 
2,000  contos  (400,000/.)  and  may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that 
considerable  Government  stores  for  the  Transvaal  Colony  have 
passed  through  Delagoa  Bay.  In  fact  a  considerable  amount  of 
food-stuffs,  &C.,  have  been  purchased  at  Lourenijo  Marques  for  the 
use  of  the  British  troops  and  residents  in  the  Transvaal.  This 
in  itself  is  sufficient  to  account  for  the  marked  increase  in  the 
returns  for  1899-1900. 

The  present  condition  of  the  I/)uren90  Marques  custom-house 
is  best  explained  by  the  following  translation  of  an  extract  of 
the  petition  laid  before  the  Governor-General  in  the  spring  of 
1901  by  the  Portuguese  Commercial  Association  of  Lourenqo 
Marques : — 

*'  The  actual  custom-house  system  at  present  followed,  besides 
being  vexatious  and  inconvenient  is  lengthy,  expensive,  and 
troublesome  which  renders  it  obnoxious. 

''  It  is  necessary  to  attend  to  this  state  of  affairs  at  once.  For 
t.e  landing  pier,  rapidity  of  trains  and  the  regularising  of  tariffs 
will  only  be  valuable  elements  if  accompanied  by  reform  in 
iustom-house  facilities.  The  present  custom-house  hindrances  are 
increased  when  they  are  expected  to  be  diminished,  made  more 
irritating  when  expected  to  be  reduced,  and  tire  the  most  heroic 
and  discourage  those  who  wish  to  go  with  the  times.  In  no  part 
of  the  coast  exists  anything  that  resembles  it 

"  The  Association  does  not  want  such  liberty  as  will  give  rise 
to  abuses. 

''The  Association  wants  the  full  confidence  of  the  customs, and 
to  place  the  highest  responsibility  on  the  merchant  The  Associa- 
tion wishes  to  enjoy  all  facilities,  but  demands  that  the  punishment 
for  such  abuses  to  be  so  severe  that  the  mere  idea  of  it  should  be 
a  check  to  those  whose  conscience  is  not  that  of  an  honest  trader* 
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We  could  offer  suggestions,  but  we  only  ask  that  the  customs 
regulations  in  force  in  the  neighbouring  colonies  be  put  in  force, 
it  meets  the  requirements,  as  it  satisfies  the  necessary  requirements 
of  rapidity,  economy,  ease,  and  respon-^ibility.  This  is  a  capital 
«nd  an  urgent  matter  to  which  tlie  Association  would  also  call 
your  Excellency's  attention." 

With  a  view  to  a  possible  amelioraition  of  the  present  state  of 
affairs  the  Governor-General  has  sent  the  Director  of  Customs  to 
Durban  to  study  the  system  in  vogue  there. 

In  fact  a  complete  project  for  the  modification  of  the  internal 
service  of  the  custom-house  has  been  sent  to  Lisbon,  with  the 
object  of  conceding  all  possible  facilities  to  commerce,  by  means  of 
imposing  very  heavy  fines  on  all  captains  of  vessels  or  merchants 
attempting  any  fraud. 


Railway  Returns — Passengers. 


iBt  class 

2Bd  class 

KafciTos 

Total,  1900-01 
„    1899-1900 


Number 
of  Passengers. 

6,340 
8,670 
7,560 

22,476 
77,814 


BailwvT 
rctunia. 


Goods. 


Year. 

Quant.,. 

Income. 

Expenditure. 

Currencr.       Sterling. 

Currenej.    j    Sterling. 

1900-OL 
1899-1900 

Tons. 
..       77,174 
..1    112,862 

Beip.                  £ 
378,438,000        84,096 

Reis.                 £ 
360,998.000        77,998 

•  •                   •• 

The  goods  from  the  Transvaal  sent  to  this  port  were  3,260  tons ; 
from  Incomatie :  stones,  11,695  tons  ;  bricks,  2,868  tons. 

Owing  to  the  Netherlands  railway  line  being  in  the  hands  of 
the  military  the  commercial  traffic  from  Lourenqo  Marques  is 
almost  entirely  suspended,  and  the  old  Transvaal  through  rates 
have  been  replaced  by  newly  fixed  military  rates.  Table 
No.  2  shows  a  comparison  between  the  old  rates  and  the  new. 

The  condition  of  the  port  of  Lourenqo  Marques  remains  prac-  Poit  and 
tically  the  same  as  in  1899.  Only  the  entrance  has  been  improved  harbour, 
by  the  construction  of  a  screw  pile  lighthouse  on  the  Cockbum 
Shoals.  It  is  also  proposed  to  heighten  the  present  lighthouse  on 
Reuben  Point,  which  will  greatly  facilitate  the  entrance  of  vessels 
at  night.  Vessels  with  mails  and  passengers  are  now  visited  and 
given  pratique  up  to  10  p.m. 
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The  former  sanitary  regulations  were  very  severe,  now 
quarantine  has  been  modified  by  the  substitution  of  medical 
supervision.  Passengers  in  transit  for  the  Transvaal  are  allowed 
to  proceed  on  advising  the  proper  authorities. 

The  chief  improvement  projected  is  the  construction  of  a  deep 
water  landing  pier.  The  Portuguese  Government  has  sanctioned 
the  expenditure  for  the  construction  of  this  pier,  and  Mr.  Methven, 
formerly  engineer  to  the  Durban  Harbour  Works,  has  been  here 
to  draw  up  a  plan  for  the  Government.  The  pier  as  projected 
will  be  situated  between  the  small  C.F.LM.  Railway  pier  and 
the  custom-house.  It  will  eventually  extend  about  500  metres 
parallel  with  the  shore,  and  is  to  be  constructed  of  Australian 
wood  and  on  the  same  system  as  adopted  at  Durban.  The  portion 
already  in  course  of  construction,  and  for  which  the  wood  has 
been  ordered,  is  only  to  extend  about  240  metres  and  is  to  be 
connected  with  the  railway. 

The  discharge  of  merchandise  will  be  done  by  electric  hoists 
direct  from  the  vessels  to  the  platforms  of  the  large  warehouses 
which  are  to  be  provided  with  the  necessary  sliding  doors  to 
facilitate  as  much  as  possible  the  entrance  and  exit  of  goods. 
A  project  is  under  consideration  with  the  view  of  establishing  a 
special  plant  for  the  exportation  of  Transvaal  coal.  It  is  intended 
to  arrange  the  railway  rates  to  give  particular  favour  to  this 
product  fi-om  which  the  Portuguese  Government  anticipate  much 
profit. 

IfaUs.  With  the  exception  of  the  monthly  steamers  of  the  Gkrman 

East  Africa  Line,  Louren<;o  Marques  has  for  over  a  year  been 
deprived  of  a  regular  mail  service.  The  steamers  of  the  Union 
Castle  line  have  ceased  to  call  here.  The  mails  leave  and  amve 
in  a  most  irregular  manner,  being  dependent  on  chance  steamers 
for  their  despatch. 

Mining  and  Little  or  nothing  is  known  of  the  mines  in  this  Province,  but 

from  1895  to  1900,  568  mining  claims  have  been  registered  for 
coal,  metals,  and  precious  stones.  Regarding  the  two  last  it  has 
been  impossible  to  obtain  any  definite  information. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  coal 
in  this  province,  but  it  is  hard  to  say  whether  it  is  in  such 
nuantities  and  of  a  quality  to  be  prufitably  worked. 

A  considerable  amount  of  Transvaal  Colony  coal  is  imported 
and  is  supplied  to  the  railway,  steamship  companies  and  electric 
light  company,  but  owing  to  the  war  this  trade  has  been  consider- 
ably restricted.  As  already  stated,  the  local  government  is  dis- 
cussing the  question  of  erecting  special  plant  for  the  manipulation 
of  coal  at  this  port,  as  it  13  expected  that  after  the  war  tfaib 
industry  wiU  increase,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  distance  by 
xail  from  the  mines  to  this  port  is  considerably  less  thah  to  any 
other  on  the  East  Coast. 

JTfttiTe  The  supply  of  native  labour  for  the  Transvaal  mines  is  the 

labour.  j^Qst  important  industry  of  this  province.     In  the  fiitet  plae^, 

the  taxation  on  natives  leaving  it  forms  a  most  important  item  ia 
the  Provincial  Budget ;  and  secondly,  as  the  natives  i-etuming  to 
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this  country  receive  their  wages  in  gold»  the  traders  in  Kaffir 
truck  derive  considerable  profit  from  their  trade. 

As  practically  no  natives  have  gone  to  the  Transvaal  Colony 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  effect  on  trade  has  been 
most  damaging.  Negotiations  are  going  on  between  the  British 
4nd  Portuguese  Governments  with  a  view  to  controlling  the 
recruiting  and  forwarding  of  natives  to  the  goldfields,  and  this  will 
undoubt^ly  be  of  great  benefit  to  both  colonies. 

The  telegraph  system  remains  much  the  same.  The  land  line  Telegraphi. 
to  Pretoria  is  in  good  working  order,  and  the  cable  system  of  the 
Eastern  Telegraph  Company  has  throughout  rendered  excellent 
service.  This  unfortunately  is  not  the  case  with  the  land  line  tx) 
Inhambane  and  Gazaland,  which  in  the  rainy  season  and  at  other 
times  is  constantly  out  of  order. 

One  of  the  most  important  local  industries  is  the  manufacture  Local 
of  bricks,  which  is  carried  on  at  a  place  called  Incomatio,  about  induatariei. 
45  miles  from  here.     The  brick  which  is  of  a  good  red  colour  is 
light  and  serviceable. 

Ij'arming  is  also  carried  on  to  a  certain  extent,  and  though  lung 
sickness  and  horse  sickness  are  prevalent  at  certain  seasons,  con- 
siderable numbers  of  horses  and  cattle  are  reared  and  sold  locally 
\  or  exported.    The  land  in  the  vicinity  and  that  situate  on  the 

River  Umbeluzi  is  very  fertile  and  adapted  to  sugar,  tobacco,  and 
other  African  produce,  but  up  to  the  present  very  little  planting 
has  been  done. 

All  local  industries  have  suffered  considerably  owing  to  the 
war,  it  is  therefore  almost  impossible  to  give  a  correct  estimate  of 
what  has  been  done. 

The  local  market  is  supplied  with  a  good  and  varied  quantity  Fisheries, 
of  fish,  which  is  caught  in  the  bay  and  off  the  coast.   The  industry 
is  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  Greek  fishermen  who  own  small  boats 
>and  work  independently. 

There  is  no  reason  why  a  profitable  industry  should  not  be 
started,  when  the  hne  to  PretoriJa  is  once  more  open,  in  the  supply 
of  fresh  fish  to  the  inland  towns  of  the  Transvaal. 

Delagoa  Bay  enjoys  the  unenviable  reputation  of  being  one  of  improTc- 
the  most  unhealthy  places  on  the  East  Coast  of  Africa*  Last  '"®"*^ 
year  was  nearly  the  worst  on  record  as  regards  deaths  (see- 
obituaty),  which  were  principally  due  to  malaria,  hsemoglobiniiria, 
and  what  is  locally  called  "  pernicious  fever."  Phthisis  in  a  small 
degree  «lso  figures  in  the  official  returns.  With  a  view  to 
ameliorate  this  condition  various  improvements  have  been  made 
in  the  town.  Amongst  others  in  hand  the  local  authorities  have 
commenced  filling  up  the  Mahe  Swamp,  which  extends  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  and  penetrates 
into  a  portion  of  the  inhabited  part.  This  work  has  on  various 
occasions  been  started,  but  it  is  only  within  the  last  few  months 
1,^^^^  that  any  useful  work  has  been  done.     It  is  calculated  that  about 

^^  600,000  cubic  metres  of  earth  wiU  have  to  be  brought  about 

/  S  miles  and  dumped  on  the  swamp.     The  work  is  proceeding  at 

the  rate  of  about  30,000  cubic  metres  per  month.     It  is  expected 
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that  after  this  work  is  finished  the  health  of  the  town  will  be 
greatly  improved 

The  macadamising  of  the  various  roads  is  proceeding,  though 
slowly. 

Owing  to  the  topography  of  Lourenqo  Marques,  much  difficulty 
is  experienced  with  regard  to  drainage,  and  the  municipality 
are  now  studjring  the  question,  and  intend  to  improve  the  actual 
system  prior  to  instituting  a  new  one.  The  municipality  are  also 
discussing  the  advisability  of  constructing  a  refuse  destroyer.  Up 
to  the  present  the  refuse  is  removed  from  the  town,  and  then 
burnt,  but  this  system  is  unsatisfactory,  and  in  a  climate  such  as 
this  is  not  conducive  to  health. 

Table  1. — Showing  Value  of  Goods  passed  through  Customs- 
house  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


1899. 


1900 


Goods  in  transit 
„      imported       .  • 
„     exported 

Ciutoms  dues  collected 


Ourrency. 


Confos. 

17,622 

2,896 

882 

780 


Sterling.       Currency. 


8,915,606 

682,169 

84.880 

162,206 


Oontos. 

19,247 

4,221 

4,777 

761 


Sterling. 


£ 

4,276,688 

987,906 

1,061,449 

16,687 


Showing  Value  of  Goods  passed  through  Customs-house  during 
First  Half  of  1901,  compared  with  same  period  of  1900. 


1901  (First  Half). 

1900  (First  Half). 

Carreney. 

Sterling. 

Currenoj. 

Sterling. 

Goods  in  transit      •  • 
„      imported 
.,      exported       •• 

Ciutoms  dues  collected      • . 

Contos. 

4,166 

1,196 

774 

309 

£ 

928,468 

266,629 

171,982 

68,659 

Contos. 

8,420 

1,964 

488 

367 

£ 

1,870,924 

486,400 

108,488 

79,826 
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Cfoodi. 

Prom— 

MUSS. 

Present. 

Old. 

Piwent. 

Old. 

Prsssnt. 

Old. 

£   «.   <f. 

*£    ..   d. 

£   t.   d. 

£   ».   d. 

A    4,    d. 

«#.<{. 

Lottrengo    MwqoM    to 

100  Ito 

896 

0    9    9 

0    7    0 

0    7    4 

0    6    0 

0    4  10 

0    4    2 

Darten  to  JotaaniiMbiurg 

for  100  llw.       

48S 

0    7    8 

••■ 

0    8    9 

... 

0    4  11 

«•• 

Loorraco     Marques  to 

PivtorU  for  100  llw.  ... 

848 

0    8    7 

0    6    6 

0    6    6 

0    4    6 

0    4    8 

0    8  10 

Durban  to  Pretoria  for 

100  Ibi 

611 

0    8    2 

•  M 

0    6    8 

... 

0    6    4 

.•• 

LourenQO    MarqoM    to 

10  ton,  or  20,000  IIm. 

806 

97  10    0 

70    0    0 

78    6    8 

60    0    0 

46    6    8 

41    8    4 

for  oTeiy  10  tons,  or 

20,000  llM 

488 

76  18    4 

... 

67  10    0 

... 

49    8    0 

•M 

iAwrsii^    Marques    to 

Pretoria  tor  •▼ery  10 

tons,  or  20JD00  11m.     ... 
Durban  to  Protorla  for 

840 

86  16    8 

06    0    0 

64    8    4 

46    0    0 

42  10    0 

88    6    2 

erory    10     tons,    or 

20,000  lbs.        ...       ... 

611 

81  18    4 

... 

62  10    0 

•  M 

68    6    0 

•M 
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Tnim. 


Number. 


Dkteaoe. 


Futenger— 

Up          866 

Down 866 

€h)odt<- 

Up          677 

Down      .«        ..        ••  677 

Total       ••         ••  2,084 


Eilomi. 

82,486 
82,486 

60,268 
60,268 


186,476 


Table  4— Shippikg  Tonnage  Entered  into  Port  of  Louren^ 
Marques  during  the  Undermentioned  Years. 


Tonnage. 

1    GrosB. 

Net. 

1898    '   1,082,648 

1899    1,048,970 

1900    640,448 

1901    738,061 

229,206 
174,718 
891,629 
361,677 

Table  5. — British  Shipping  Entered  into  Port  of  Lourentjo 
Marques  during  the  Undermentioned  Years. 


Yeikr. 

Tonnage. 

GroM. 

Net. 

1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 

622,894 
668,412 
278,680 
889,677 

418,120 
684,887 
186,668 
262,871 

Digitized  by 


Google 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  His  ICajMtj't  Stationeiy  OBe; 

Bt  HARBISON  AND  SONS, 

Printer!  in  OrdinAry  to  Hii  Mijattj. 

(76    6  I  02— H  ft  8    928) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  2812  Annual  Series. 


DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS, 


POETUaAL. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1901 

ON    THE 

TRADE    OF    TETE    AND    DISTRICT. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Commcmd  of  His  Majesty^ 

JUNE,  1902. 


LONDON: 
IBINTBD  FOB  HIS  MAJESTY'S  STATIONEBY  OFFICB, 

BY  HABBISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN'S  LANE, 

PBINTXB8  IN  OBDIKAST  TO  HIS  MAJX8TT. 


And  to  be  pnrehaaed,  either  directly  or  through  anj  Bookieller,  from 

BYRE  ft  SPOTTISWOODB,  East  Habdinq  Strut,  Flbbt  Stbbbt,  S.O«i 

and  82,  Abingdon  Stbbbt,  Wbstminstxb,  S.W.; 

or  OLIVER  ft  BOYD,  Edinbubgh  ; 

cr  B.  FONSONBY.  116,  Gbafton  Stbbbt,  Dublik, 

im 

[Cd.  786—116.]  Price  One  Penny. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS. 


Vxam 

History...... ...........m- 8 

vr6nonU.  traQ6  •..••••••••••.m*.m*.m..w*m*« ••••*••.•••• ••**.••••••••.••.• »—  o 

Character  or  trade ^ 6 

Imports  and  exports  ».m «...m...m................... 6 

Oustoms  reffulatloiiB   ••••..« •, •....m.«im..m..m.m*.m«*m«m»...m..m..*..m.....m..  7 

Nayigation  and  projected  railway    .« 8 

Telegraphs ....................................................m............  9 

Postal  service  .............m...... 9 

Sanitary  condition ^ ..•.••••.•.w..........m.....m..««m«.......m......m....  9 

AOpnlattOn         ...... .••M«.M«....'<.«......M..M............».M.M«..n..M.M...M»»M........MM..M..........M....  XO 

Import  duties  in  Qoilimane,  Ohinde  and  Zambesia 10 

Alport                                I)                                                     ,1                                                                ),                                         ..•.•.M..«....«.M.M«M..............«  Xi 

Ooods  admitted  duty  free 18 

xare  auowanoes  .m*....................m..  .m.^.  .m. '..•..••..........•.*....... -••..•*.•••••■..•••.•.•..•.•«•..  iLv 

Freight  rates  ...•.m.......m m. .•..n..m..m............mm....  18 

^^eilBUS    ......... a... .......... a. a. . ............MM*.... ..••  '«  ......*......*..•...•....•..•... .....a......................  X4l 

Muiimbas .• 15 

fiilyer  mines  of  Ohicoa  »........m.....m ..«t«..............w..............w...w.».......w......»».<  16 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ko.  2812.  Annual  Series^ 


Report  on  the  IVade  of  Tete  and  IHstrictfor  the  Year  1901 
By  Mb.  Vioe-Consul  H.  E.  Wallis. 

(Beoeiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  April  17, 1902.) 

The  commercial  history  of  Tete  is  so  bound  up   with  theHittory. 
political  history  of  the  Zambezi  that,  in  order  to  undei*staud  the 
present  state  of  trade  and  trade  conditions,  it  is  necessary  to  give 
a  brief  political  review  from  the  date  of  first  settlement 

Tete  was  established  as  a  military  post  against  the  Muzim1)a8 
(see  note  1)  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  with  the 
idea  of  forming  at  the  same  time  an  advanced  outpost  for  Sena, 
and  also  a  port  of  entry  for  the  northern  part  of  the  empire  of. 
Monomotapa  where  various  Z^rod  (markets)  had  been  established 
by  the  Portuguese  Goveniment  in  the  valley  of  the  Mazoe  River 
and  Mashonaland  for  the  purchase  of  gold  dust  and  ivory  in 
exchange  for  the  trade  goods  of  Portugal. 

There  was  however  another  inducement  which  tended  to  make 
Tete  of  importance  and  the  establishment  of  a  strong  military  post 
a  necessity,  viz.,  the  comparative  nearness  to  the  supposed  site  of 
the  silver  mines  of  Chicoa,  rumours  of  the  existence  of  which 
perhaps  contributed  more  to  the  original  exploration  of  the  Upper 
Zambezi  than  all  other  inducements  together.  Large  expeditions 
from  time  to  time  were  equipped  and  sent  from  Sofala  and  Sena 
in  order  to  discover  the  whereabouts  of  these  mysterious  sources 
of  wealth,  and  it  was  the  failure  and  destruction  of  the  last  which 
made  the  authorities  determine  to  establish  a  permanent  base  of 
operations  nearer  the  mines,  and  Tete  accordingly  became  a 
permanent  post  (1630-40).  The  Chicoa  mines  were  never 
discovered ;  but  even  to-day  their  existence  is  firmly  believed  in, 
and  innumerable  reports  of  their  whereabouts  and  wealth  circulate 
amongst  the  local  population  (see  note  2). 

Tete  however  rapidly  became  a  trade  emporium  under  these 
favourable  conditions.  Situated  on  the  banks  of  a  navigable 
river  forming  direct  communication  with  the  sea,  in  the  midst 
of  a  highly  mineralised  district,  governed  by  far-seeing  and 
libeural-minded  officers  who  had  the  foresight  to  conclude  treaties 
with  the  then  powerful  empire  of  Monomotapa — ^treaties  which 
history  records  were  faithfully  observed,  thereby  securing  safe 
(65)  A  2 
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markets  in  which  life  and  prosperity  were  respected — ^the  trade 
and  prosperity  of  the  new  station  made  it  for  the  time  the  most 
important  Portuguese  centre  in  East  Africa. 

The  Jesuits  at  once  recognised  the  value  of  the  place  as  a 
religious  centre  for  the  props^tion  of  the  Faith,  and  established 
without  delay  their  local  headquarters  in  Tete  with  such  zeal  and 
success  that  a  Jesuit  rule  similar  to  that  which  once  predomi- 
nated in  Brazil  was  soon  maintained.  Early  in  the  eighteenth 
century  Christian  communities  with  their  thousands  of  proselytes 
flourished  round  the  many  and  important  Jesuit  Missions  on  the 
Zambezi,  and  it  is  reported  that  pilgrims  came  to  Tete,  as  to  a 
spiritual  centre,  in  order  to  pay  their  respect  to  San  Antonio  and 
the  church  of  San  Thiago.  All  this  was  conducive  to  trade,  and 
for  many  years  Tete  was  recognised  as  the  commercial,  religious 
<and  educational  centre  of  Portuguese  Central  and  East  Africa. 

The  downfall  of  Tete  began  with  the  expulsion  of  the  Jesuits 
from  Portuguese  Colonies  towards  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century. 

Apart  from  all  political  questions,  the  commercial  and 
general  life  of  the  Zambezi  Tribes  was  so  welded  with  their 
dependence  on  this  clever  and  energetic  fraternity  that  their 
expulsion  meant  leaving  a  half -educated  and  partially  Christianised 
people  to  act  on  their  own  initiative  and  devices,  the  natural  result 
being  a  return  to  the  condition  from  which  they  sprang.  Life  and 
property  became  insecure,  and  commercial  ventures  risky,  hence, 
within  a  few  years  of  the  edict,  trade  dropped  to  utter 
insignificance. 

Another  circumstance  also  contributed  to  destroy  what  long 
years  of  patient  work  and  gradual  evolution  had  created.  The 
Empire  of  Monomotapa  had  passed  into  weak  hands;  civil  war 
was  rampant,  and  the  country  split  up  into  a  number  of  petty 
chiefdoms  ruled  over  by  men  who  neither  cared  for  nor  respected 
the  trade  treaties  made  by  their  founder;  traders  and  trading 
eentres  were  plundered,  and  an  end  made  to  .the  profitable  ivory 
and  gold  dust  trade,  thereby  completing  the  financial  ruin  of 
Tete.  So  complete  was  the  collapse,  that  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century  showed  a  once  prosperous  town  inhabited  by 
half-castes  and  fugitives  from  justice,  who  passed  their  lives 
indolently  and  viciously  taking  whatever  chance  or  fortune  threw 
in  their  way. 

This  total  breakdown  and  consequent  loss  of  revenue  was  a 
gteat  shock  to  the  Government,  who  determined  to  subjugate  the 
eurroimding  country  and  re-open  the  market&  For  this  purpose 
a  large  expedition  was  despatohed  under  Lacorda  in  1797  to  the 
territories  far  llorth  of  the  Zambezi,  and  later,  in  1881,  another 
set  out  under  Monteiro  and  Gamitto.  Neither  however  were 
successful,  and  Tete  sank  down  to  a  slave  dep6t 

Under  Dona  Maria  II  the  prazo  system  had  been  introduced, 
by  which  tracts  of  land,  with  power  over  life  and  property,  were 
bestowed  on  native  women  as  a  dowry  on  marriage  with  Europeans, 
the  intention  being  to  give  a  stimulus  to  immigration.     Good  aa 
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these  ideas  were,  the  results  were  bad,  as  natives  were,  for  the 
smallest  offences,  shipped  down  to  the  slave  market  at  Quilimane. 
Again  a  brief  period  of  artificial  prosperity  was  introduced  by  this 
traffic,  but  the  energetic  measures  taken  by  European  powers  on 
the  coast  soon  brought  this  to  an  end. 

A  healthy  re-action  took  place  about  1860.  The  ivory  trade, 
which  together  with  the  trade  in  gold  dust  had  for  long  been 
carried  on  in  a  half-hearted  manner,  received  a  new  stimiilus  by 
an  influx  of  traders  from  the  coast,  and  successful  expeditions 
again  returned  from  the  interior  with  gold  and  ivory.  As  com- 
petition became  greater  however,  and  traders  had  to  go  further 
afield,  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century  produced  another  period 
of  depression;  but  the  introduction  of  new  blood  and  capital 
caused  by  the  opening  up  of  the  trans-continental  telegraph,  the 
improvement  in  steamer  transport,  and  the  development  of  the 
huge  territories  to  the  north  by  the  British  South  Africa  Com- 
pany are  slowly  but  surely  bringing  about  a  new  era  in  Zambezi 
trade  which  may  again  rival  that  of  the  most  palmy  days  of 
Jesuit  rule. 

Trade  in  Tete  and  its  district  may  be  classed  under  three  General  tnd*. 
distinct  headings : — 

1.  Trade  undertaken  by  the  transport  companies,  viz.,  carrying 
and  agency  work,  wholesale  and  retail  storekeeping,  prazo  holding, 
etc. 

2.  Trade  by  the  gold  dust  and  ivory  traders. 

3.  Eetail  trade  by  Indian  merchants. 

The  development  of  company  trading  is  a  feature  of  the  last 
few  years,  and  is  the  result  of  improved  transport  and  telegraphic 
communication ;  as  previous  to  the  opening  up  of  the  trans- 
continental telegraph  line  in  1894  this  part  of  the  world  was 
practically  unknown  to  the  British  trader. 

The  revival  of  the  gold  dust  and  ivory  trade  about  1860  was 
carefully  kept  in  Portuguese  hands,  and  was  safe-guarded  by 
innumerable  fiscal  rules  and  regulations.  This  state  of  affairs 
suddenly  came  to  an  end  when  the  development  of  the  countries 
to  the  north  of  the  Zambezi  by  the  British  South  Africa  and 
subsidiary  companies  commenced.  The  ivory  and  rubber  trades 
which  formerly  were  centred  in  Tete,  began  to  be  worked 
from  bases  closer  at  hand,  viz.,  from  the  new  settlements  in 
British  and  Congo  territories,  and  Tete  trade  decreased  accordingly. 
The  coni^truction  of  the  trans-continental  line  meant,  however,  for 
such  traders  as  had  the  foresight  to  accept  the  inevitable,  British 
gold ;  and  the  demand  for  transport  created  an  entirely  new  aspect 
in  local  conditions,  as  the  engagement  and  payment  of  the  many 
thousands  of  carriers  required,  caused  much  increase  in  the 
circulation  of  trade  goods  and  cash. 

Previous  to  1894  all  goods  had  been  brought  up  the  Zambezi 
from  Quilimane  and  Chinde  in  boats  and  canoes,  many  months 
often  being  spent  on  the  trip.  In  February,  1894,  the  first  British 
trading  steamer,  Messrs.  Sharrer's  "  John  Bowie,"  made  a  pioneer 
voyage  with  a  cargo  of  telegraph  material ;  at  the  present  date  four 
(55)  A  3 
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transport  companies  compete  for  the  trade  and  run  at  irr^ular 
intervals  during  the  navigation  months,  January  to  August,  a 
service  which  has  every  likelihood  of  increasing  as  the  development 
of  the  huge  territories  to  the  north  proceeds  apace,  Tete  forming  a 
convenient  depdt  for  the  trans-shipment  of  goods  to  countries 
lying  far  west  of  Lake  Nyasa  which  are  not  easily  reached  by  the 
Lake  route.  The  subjugation  and  pacification  of  the  Angoni  and 
attendant  tribes  has  added  largely  to  the  safety  of  the  road,  and 
now  a  journey  from  Tete  to  any  of  the  various  stations  in  the 
British  South  Africa  Company's  territories  and  even  to  the  Congo, 
is  a  prosaic  every-day  affair,  instead  of  forming,  as  a  few  short 
years  back,  the  subject  matter  for  a  book  of  travels. 

The  gold  dust  and  ivory  traders  are  the  descendants  of  the  old 
monopolists,  whose  power  ia  rapidly  passing  away.  A  few,  by 
working  the  more  unfrequented  districts,  still  manage  to  do  good 
business  ;  but  the  majority  are  feeling  bitterly  the  new  conditions. 
A  marked  feature  in  the  development  of  the  country  is  the 
establishment  of  the  British  Indian  trader,  who  before  1896  was 
practically  unknown  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Zambezi,  and 
who,  as  a  pioneer  and  vendor  of  British  trade  goods,  is  not  fully 
recognised.  After  the  fast  decaying  gold  and  ivory  trade,  the 
supply  of  native  wants  and  requirements  is  the  most  important 
The  retail  part  of  this  is  worked  almost  entirely  by  the  Indian 
trader,  who,  by  infinite  patience  and  perseverence^  combined  with 
a  minimum  of  expenditure  impossible  for  a  European,  carries  on  a 
lucrative  trade,  taking  produce  and  oil  seeds  in  exchange  for 
imported  goods.  These  merchants  are  financed  as  a  rule  by 
wholesale  houses  in  Chinde  and  Quilimane.  A  few  import  direct 
from  Bombay  and  Kutch  Mandvi,  goods  being  brought  across  to 
Chinde  in  their  own  dhows  at  small  cost. 
Character  of  With  the  exception  of  the  two  sugar  companies  on  the  lower 
tra-le.  Zambezi,  reports  of  which  have  already  appeared,  there  are  no 

manufactures,  and  trade  is  limited  to  the  supply  of  European 
needs,  chiefly  provisions  and  clothing,  and  native  trade.  The 
latter  is  the  more  important,  and  large  quantities  of  calico,  beads, 
hoes  and  cheap  cutlery  are  imported  to  meet  the  requirements. 

Native  trade  goods  depend  more  on  colour  and  style  than  on 
quality,  superior  manufacture  to  the  native  being  of  little  or  no 
consequence  so  long  as  his  tastes  are  suited,  it  being  better, 
according  to  native  ideas,  to  be  able  to  buy  new  things  when 
required  than  to  purchase  articles  of  better  quality  which  last 
longer. 
Impoita  and  ^q  detailed  statistics  showing  imports  and  exports  are  obtain- 

exports.  ^^Y^^  ^Yi  imports  coming  from  Quilimane  and  Chinde  and  passing 

through  the  custom-houses  of  those  ports,  with  the  exception  of 
goods  in  transit  from  the  British  concession,  Chinde,  and  a  few 
articles  for  local  trade  shipped  from  that  place.  This  lack  of 
statistics  is  unavoidable  owiug  to  the  enormous  si^e  of  the  district, 
goods  being  landed  and  shipped  at  the  many  riverside  stations  for 
import,  and  produce  picked  up  likewise  for  export,  both  on  the 
upward  and  return  journeys. 
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l^ortugiiese  tinned  provisions  imported  under  preferential  rates 
are  generally  used.  British  provisions  introduced  through  Chinde 
are  Favoured,  and  can  usually  be  obtained,  more  especially  biscuits 
of  British  manufacture,  which  are  in  universal  demand  in  all  part& 
of  the  Zambezi. 

Soft  goods  are  chiefly  of  German  origin,  owing  to  the  oldest 
established  firm  of  standing  being  of  that  nationality.  As,  how- 
ever, the  African  Lakes  Corporation  are  commencing  to  open 
houses  on  the  Upper  Zambezi,  it  is  probable  that  British  soft 
goods  will  be  more  used  and  appreciated. 

Goods  in  transit  to  British  tenitories  north  of  the  Zambezi, 
imported  by  the  British  South  Africa  Company  and  the  North 
Charterland  Exploration  Company  are  almost  entirely  of  British 
origin, 

Expoi*ts  in  order  of  value  are  rubber,  ivory,  oil  seeds,  beeswax, 
native  food-stuffs,  coal,  and  lime. 

Eubber  is  collected  in  the  interior,  the  greater  part  passing 
through  in  transit  from  British  territory. 

Ivory  is  shipped  in  considerable  quantities  by  the  traders,  and 
also  passes  through  in  transit. 

Beeswax,  oil  seeds  (chiefly  sesamum  and  ground-nuts),  and 
food-stuflTs  (mapeira,  maize,  &c.)  are  collected  by  the  prazo  holders 
and  Indian  traders. 

Coal  of  moderate  quality  abounds  near  Tete,  but  has  not  been 
properly  worked  as  yet.  It  is  probable  that  much  better 
qualities  exist  than  those  at  present  worked,  and  should  transport 
and  demand  make  it  worth  while,  the  coal  mines  of  Tete  may 
become  very  important  in  the  future. 

Limestone  is  common,  and  prepared  lime  is  shipped  in  small 
quantities  to  the  coast,  the  demand,  however,  being  small. 

Table  I  shows  the  import  dues  levied  in  Quilimane,  Chinde,  Custom* 
and  Zambezia.  dues. 

As  no  ofiBcial  list  of  duties  levied  has  been  published  for  some 
time,  and  many  alterations  l\^,ve  been  made  in  the  tariff,  much 
diflicnlty  is  often  experienced  under  this  heading.  I  have,  there- 
fore, by  request,  translated  and  revised  the  customs  schedule  in 
force.  Bates  and  charges  are  unavoidably  given  in  the  metric 
system  and  reis,  owing  to  the  fluctuation  of  the  latter  per  1/. 
sterling,  the  present  rate  on  the  Zambezi  varying  from  6,000  to 
6,500  reis  per  1/. 

Table  II  gives  the  revised  schedule  of  export  dues. 

Table  III  shows  articles  admitted  free  of  duty. 

Table  IV  gives  tare  allowed  by  custom-house  in  estimating  net 
weights  for  purposes  of  duty. 

Portuguese  customs  regulations  are  often  open  to  varied  in- 
terpretations, and  consequently  much  depends  on  the  personal 
relations  between  the  importer  and  customs  officials.  Whenever 
possible  a  Portuguese  clearance  agent  (despachante)  should  bo 
employed,  as  by  doing  so  the  fee  charged  for  this  work  will  often 
be  saved  many  times  over. 

*     Imports  from  Portugal,  the  Azores  and  Madeira  pay  10  per 
(55)  A  4 
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cent,  of  the  duties  noted  in  Table  I,  conditionally  that  in  no  case 
is  this  amount  less  than  3  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Ad  valorem  duties  on  imports  from  foreign  countries  must  be 
paid  in  gold. 
Xarigation  The  Zambezi  is  navigable  for  stern-wheel  and  other  shallow 

•nd  projected  draught  Steamers  from  the  sea  to  Tete,  and  from  there  on   to 
»*»  way-  Massanangue,  at  the  foot  of  the  Keprabassa  Rapids,  a  distance  of 

upwards  of  400  miles,  for  eight  months  in  the  year,  the  shallows 
caused  by  the  widening  out  of  the  river  near  Sena  to  a  breadth  of 
over  two  miles  making  it  diflScult  for  the  other  four  months. 
Above  the  Keprabassa  the  river  is  again  navigable  for  steamers  to 
and  beyond  Zumbo,  and,  when  the  projected  narrow-gauge  railway 
round  the  rapids  is  completed,  will  form  a  direct  route  of  over 
600  miles  for  transport.  Satisfactory  commercial  surviBys  of  the 
route  from  Chicoa,  where  navigation  commences  above  the  Kepra- 
bassa, to  Zumbo  have  been  made  by  the  transport  companies,  and 
the  Zambezia  Company  and  Messrs.  Deuss,  Teixeira  and  Co.  have 
already  established  a  bai'ge  service  on  this  part  of  the  river.  The 
African  Lakps  Corporation  have  also  a  steamer  in  transit  for  this 
service,  which  should  be  ready  about  the  end  of  the  present  year 
(1902). 

The  scheme  for  the  narrow-gauge  railway  round  the  rapids 
has  been  presented  to  the  Portuguese  Government,  and  now  only 
awaits  sanction,  as  money  for  the  construction  has  been  sub- 
scribed. This  route  when  complete  will  bring  the  East  Coast  and 
Zambezi  Valley  in  direct  commimication  with  the  Cape  by  means 
of  the  Trans-continental  Eailway,  and  will  open  up  an  enormous 
area  for  trade  which  has  hitherto  been  practically  untouched. 

Service  from  the  coast  to  Tete  is  maintained  by  steamers  of 
the  following  companies : — Flotilla  Company,  African  Lakes  Cor- 
poration, the  Zambezia  Company,  and  Messrs.  Deuss,  Teixeira 
and  Co. 

Bates  for  freight  to  and  from  Chinde  are  shown  in  Table  V. 
Rates  for  produce   from    places   below  Tete,  down  river  to 
Chinde,  vary  for  distance  and   circumstances,  vi^.,  whether  the 
shipper  supplies  cargo  for  both  journeys,  a  large  reduction  being 
made  in  this  casa 
Pmros.  As  the  prazo  system  is  in  force  througout  the  whole  district, 

native  conditions  are  somewhat  unsatisfactory.  The  Mozambique 
Company  holds  all  land  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Zambezi  below 
the  Lupata  Gorge,  all  on  the  left  bank  and  that  on  the  right  above 
the  Lupata  being  held  by  the  Zambezia  Company  and  sub- com- 
panies. The  Mozambique  Company,  having  a  full  charter  as  a 
governing  body,  with  few  exceptions,  manages  its  own  districts, 
natives  being  given  every  inducement  to  settle  and  trade.  The 
Zambezia  Company,  on  the  other  hand,  has  no  governing  charter; 
its  interests  being  limited  to  trade  matters  and  the  collection 
of  taxes,  such  prazos  (districts)  as  are  not  required  by  the 
Company  for  its  immediate  business  are  put  up  to  auction  for 
yearly  lease,  and  the  life  of  natives  in  these  is  hard  in  the  extreme. 
In  the  Company's  prazos  a  continuance  of  policy  guarantees  a 
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certain  amount  of  interest  and  safety  to  native  belongings ;  the 
other  holdings  which  are  put  up  for  yearly  auction  have  no  such 
continuance  of  policy. 

Tete  is  in  direct  communication  with  British  Central  Telegraphs. 
Africa  and  Europe  by  means  of  the  African  Trans-continental 
C^ompany's  line,  and  with  the  East  Coast  by  means  of  another 
service  over  the  Portuguese  Government  line;  the  latter,  being 
carried  on  wooden  poles  and  consequently  subject  to  the  ravages 
of  insects,  is  cmly  available  at  intervals  for  communication.  An 
extension  of  this  service  is  being  made  to  Zumbo,  the  most 
westerly  town  in  Portuguese  territory. 

The  postal  service  depends  chiefly  on  the  steamer  service.  Postal  semoe. 
During  the  dry  season  mails  are  despatched  at  intervals  of  two 
weeks  to  the  coast  by  means  of  native  runners. 

A  small  hospital  under  charge  of  a  Government  doctor  is  Hospital, 
available  in  cases  of  emergency. 

In  striking  contrast  to  the  well-kept  towns  of  Mozambique  Santtar/ 
and   Quilimane,  Tete    has   been    allowed   to  faU  into    an   un- <»'»^*»^'*- 
satisfactory  state,  much  to  the  detriment  of  the  health  of  the 
place. 

A  few  new  houses  are  in  course  of  construction,  and  the  open- 
ing up  of  the  Zambezi  above  Tete  for  trade  by  British  and  foreign 
firms  will  necessitate  the  building  of  further  magazines  for 
storage  of  goods. 

Table  VI  shows  the  oflftcial  census  for  the  upper  half  of  the  Population, 
district,  viz.,  from  Lupata  to  Zumbo,  and  the  approximate  figures 
for  the  lower  half,  viz.,  from  Sena  to  the  Lupata,  no  official 
statistics  being  obtainable  for  this  part.  -  The  official  native  census 
for  the  upper  district  is  51,300,  or  approximately  102,600  for 
Portuguese  Zambezia  from  Zumbo  to  Sena. 


Table  I. — Import  Dues  Levied  in  Quilimane,  Chinde,  and 
Zambezia.    (Corrected  to  December  31, 1901.) 


Item. 

Articles. 

Bateper— 

Duty. 

Beis. 

1 

Pitch  and  tar 

KUo. 

20 

2 

Fire^inns — 

id)  Flint  looks  and  trade  guns 

Each 

1,500 

\h\  Others 

(e)  Beyolyers  and  pistols 

Snsai^ 

(a)  Foreign 

»            •• 

8,600 

a 

» 

1,000 

Kilo. 

80 

(6)  Portuguese  colonies       

w                   •• 

20 

4 

Sundries— 

(a)  Including  needles,  pins,  sticks,  month- 
pieces,    capsule*   for    bottles,    paint 
brushes,  brushes  and  combs  •  • 

>t              •• 

200 

{ft)  Articles  for  personal  adommenl  when 

not   of    precious    metals,    brooches, 

rings,    watches,     chains,     bracelets. 

buttons,  also  perfumer/ 

^  »»  .         •  • 

600 

« 

Oil,  for  food 

Decalitre  .. 

1,000 
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Ihpokt  Dues  Le\ied  iu  Quilimane,  Chinde  and  Zambezia. 
(Corrected  to  December  31,  1901) — contd. 


Item. 


Articles. 


9 

10 


11 
12 


18 


14 
16 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 


Fermented  lic^uora — 

(a)  Beer,  cider,  and  others  not  mentioned 

(b)  Common  wines  and  vinegar,  in  casks  . . 

(c)  „  „  in  bottles 

(d)  Sparkling  wines  . .  • .         • . 
Ordinary  wines  produced  in  Portugal  •  • 
Distilled  liquors — 

(a)  Alcohol  less  than  24®  Cartier  •  •         •  • 

lb)        „        oyer  24""  Cartier 

(c)  Prepared    liquon — cognac,    gin,    and 
others    ..         ..         ..         •• 

Lime  and  cement  •  •         •  •         •  •         •  •  I  Kilo. 

Boots  and  shoes —  ' 

(a)  Common  trade    quality,  per    pair  of 

700  fn^mmes  or  oyer „ 

(b)  Other  kinds         |      „ 

Rubber  goods  not  specified      •  •         •  •         • .        „ 
Tea  !       „ 


Hats,  ordinary  manufactured 


Beads 

Boats  of  any  9ize  . .  .  •  •  •         • . 

Native  hoes  and  implements    ••         .. 

Looking-glasses  and  picture  frames    . .         •  • 

Second-hand  clothing  for  native  trade  • . 

Felt,  manufactiued  or  otherwise         •  • 

Thread— 

!a)  Cotton      ..          .•          ••         ••  •• 

b)  Twisted  cotton •  • 

(c)  Linen,    woollen,    silk,    or    any    other 
kind,  twisted  or  single 
Food  supplies — 

(a)  Bice  and  dried  fish  (baoalhau)..         •• 

(b)  Potatoes,  sea-bisouits,  onions,  and  corn- 

Hour       ..         ..         ••         ..         •• 

(c)  Butter  and  imitations,  cheese,  bacon, 

lard,  preserved  meats,  preserved  fruits, 
spices,  dried  fruits,  biscuits  and  other 
provisions  not  specified 

Canvas,  linen  and  cotton  sail  cloths,  with 
cordage  of  same  material     •  •         •  •         •  • 

Drugs,  simple  or  manufactured  •  • 

Metals — 

(a)  Precious,  in  bar  or  worked,  including 
mounting  for  jewellery  •  •         • . 

{b)  Copper,  brass,  bronze  and  alloys — 

(1)  Worked,  in  bars,  plates,  blades, 

&o.  •  •         •  •         •  •         •  • 

(2)  Wire  and  tubes 

(8)  Other  kinds 

(c)  Lead- 

(1)  Worked,  in  bars,  &e.       ••         •• 

(2)  Other  kinds  


Ad  valorem 


Kilo. 

I  Free 

Each 

KUo. 


Ad  valorem 


Kilo. 


200 

1,000 

500 

600 

Per  cent. 
25 

Beis. 
100 

•  • 

60 
200 

50 
200 

80 
160 

lOO 

20 

20 


100 

70 
200 

Per  cent. 

10 

Beis. 

10 

60 

20O 

5 

50 
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Impobt  Dues  Levied  in  Qoilimane,  Chinde,  aud  Zambezia. 
.    (Corrected  to  December  31, 1901)— contd. 


Item. 

ArticlM. 

Bate  per— 

Dutr. 

Mefeab— oontmued— 

Reif. 

(d)  Tin  and  zino— 

(1)  Worked,  in  ban,  &o 

(2)  Other  kinds          

Kilo. 

6 

i>           •• 

50 

(f )  Iron  iMid  steel— 

(1)  MannfMtured,  yiz.,  bars,    rods, 

chains,  anchors,  arches,  beams. 

Ac. 

II           •• 

8 

(2)  In  columns,  tubes,  &c.,  for  con- 

struction work 

w                  •• 

15 

(S)  In  work,  not  otherwise  specified. . 

»>              •• 

80 

US  In  ornamental  work 

»                 •  • 

160 

(6)  In  small  articles,  locks,  bolto,  Ac. 

n               •• 

60 

PM)er— 

ta)  Writing  paper  and  enyelopes   •  •         •  • 
(&)  Other  kinds        

»               •• 

200 

n              *  * 

100 

Nails— 

(a)  Copper,  alloys,  except  for  ship-building 

(b)  Other  kinds  and  those  used  in  ship. 

»               •  • 

800 

building 

II               •  • 

40 

27 

Petroleum          . .         • .         • .         .  •         • . 

II               •• 

20 

28 

Matches 

II               •• 

120 

29 

Gunpowder        

II               •• 

800 

80 

Pottery— 

(a)  Tiles  and  bricks 

fi               •• 

a. 

(b)  Fancy  tiles,  glased        

II              •• 

10 

(o)   Drainage  pipes • 

II              •• 

6 

Id)  Ordinary  clay  pipes       

II               •• 

15 

(•)   Pottery  of  any  Innd 

II              •• 

25 

31 

Watches— 

Per  cent. 

(a)  Forthepocket 

(h)  Otherwise  (chronometers,  Ac.) . . 

Ad  Talorem 

10 

II 

25 

Beis. 

82 

Soap        

Kilo. 

50 

88 

Salt- 

(a)  Foreign 

(h)  Portuguese-India           

DecaUtre  .. 

250 

II          •• 

25 

34 

Tobacco— 

(a)  Of  Portuguese  production— 
^1)  Leayes,  rolled  or  pressed.  • 
(2)  Manufactured     m     cigars     or 

Kib. 

25 

cheroots 

II           •• 

150 

II           •• 

100 

(h)  Foreign— 

(1)  In  leaf,  roUed  or  pressed.. 

M                    •• 

1,800 

(2)  Manufactured  in  any  way          •• 

fl                    •• 

8,600 

35 

Fabrics— 

(a\  Silk,  pure  or  mixed,  in  pieoe  or  work .  • 

M                    •• 

2,500 

lb)  Wool,  in  piece  or  work  — 

(I)  Cloths    or   cashmeres,    pure   or 

mixed,  silk  mixture  allowed     . . 

II                    •• 

700 

(SS  Flannel,  pure  wool 

II                    •• 

000 

(S)        „       of  wool  and  cotton        •• 

„                    •  • 

400 

(4)  Shawls  and  kerchiefs  of  wool  or 

wool  and  cotton 

M                    •  • 

700 

(6)  Coloured  and  woTon  piece-goods. . 
(6)  Otherwise,  not  specified,  pure  or 

II                    •  • 

700 

mixed      •.         

»                    •• 

400 
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Import  Dues  Levied  in  Quilimane,  Chinde,  and  Zambesia.) 
(Corrected  to  December  31, 1901) — contd. 


•  Item. 


Articles. 


Bote  per— 


Duty. 


86 
87 


89 
40 
41 


42 


Fabriofl — continued — 
(e)  Cotton— 

(1)  Plain  or  bleached  •  •         •  •         • « 

(2)  Coloured  or  stamped  . .  • . 
(d)  Linen,  not  specified,  in  piece  or  work. . 
\e)  Coarse  cloths  and  sacking         •• 

Faints,  in  powder  ••         ..         ••         ., 

„  manufadtured  or  prepared  • . 
Umbrellas  and  Sunshades — 

(a)  Silk  

ih)  Any  other  corering        .  •         •  • 
Candles    ..         ..         ..         ..         •• 

Glass,  common  yessels,  black  or  green 

„      in  work,  not  specified     . . 


KQo. 


Goods  not  otherwise  specified . 


Ad  yalorem  i 


Beis. 


200 

850 

800 

80 

10 

20 

1,500 

200 

70 

100 

150 

Per  cent. 
10 


Table  II. — ^Expokt  Duties  Levied  in  Quilimane,  Chinde,  and 
Zambezia.     (Corrected  to  December  31, 1901.) 


Item. 


Articles. 


Timber,  including  sawn  timber,  sticks,  rafters, 
bex.mB,  planks,  and  other  wood  not  specified    • . 
Oil-seeds,  sesamum,  columba  root,  gums  (except- 
ing copal),  bides,  skins,  leather,  tobacco  • . 
BubDer,.peppercorD,  horns,  hippopotamus  teeth, 

turtle  shell  •  •         •  •         •  •         

Cowries  and  other  shells,  wax,  and  ebony*  •         •  • 

Indisn  cIotcs,  iyoiy  . .         •  • 

Copal  gum,  pearls,  and  precious  stones     •  • 

All  other  articles,  goods,  and  merchandise  • . 


For 

Foreign 

Forts. 


Per  cent. 
2 

4 

8 
6 
10 
6 
2 


For 

Fortuguo 

Forts. 


Per  cent. 

U 

2 

6 

8* 

7t 

M 

1* 
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Table  III— Goods  Admitted  Free  of  Duty. 


Item. 


1 
2 
8 

4 
6 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
18 
14 
16 


Artides. 


StoTM 

LWe  animala  (excepting  bulb) 

Tow  and  waste  for  cleaning  machinerj 

Foreign  gold  coin 

Coal 

Portuguese  money  from  Portuguese  ports 

Twine  for  manufacture  of  fishing  nets  when  of  Portuguese  origin 

Books 

Sewing  machines,  tjpewriterg,  agrievltuml  maohinaiy  and  Hipia&, 

tenanoes,  scientifio  instruments,  &c. 
Fishing  nets  of  Portugese  manufacture 
Goarse  cloth  and  iackmg  coverings  of  Portuguese  origin 
Earthenware  rases,  plain  or  ernaniented,  of  Portuguese  origin 
Glass  and  earthenware  Tcssels  used  in  importing  proTisions 
Sailway  rolling  stock  and  material 
Vehicles  of  any  kind  of  Portuguese  make 
Chemical  manures  of  yarious  kinds 


Table  IV. — Takes  Allowed  on  Gross  Weight 


Merchandise. 


Packed  in— 


Tare. 


Sugar  ••  •• 
Jl  ea  •  •  •  • 
Liquids 

Earthenware      for 
natiye  use  •  • 

Butter .  •  •  • 
doth,  Ac.       •  • 

Other  merchandise 
on  which  tare  is 
allowed       .. 

Tases  and  hottles  (of 

claj) 
Tases  and  hottles  (of 

glass) 


Barrels,  casks^  and  hozes 

Bags 

Single  boxes     ••         •.         

Double  boxes  or  lined  cases 

Small  casks 

Barrels. 

Wooden  crates  containing : — 

(a)  Mugs     ••         ••         ..         ••         •• 

h)  Porringers        

(r)  Other  utensils 

Barrels 

Pots  or  earthen  yessels  • 

Bales  with  iron  bindings       •  •         •  •         « • 

Bales  without  iron  bindings  •  •         •  •         •  • 

Barrels,  casks,  and  boxes      .  •         •  •         •  • 

Wooden  packing  cases  and  orates,  baskets, 

&c.     ..         .«         ••         

Cases  lined  with  waterproof  coyerings,  in 

addition  to  tare  allowed 


Per  oent, 
15 

2 

ao 

40 
18 
20 

60 

80 
20 

ao 

6 

8 

12 

6 

2 
26 
10 


Table  V.— Rate  of  Freight 

XJP-RlVER. 


Item. 

To— 

Per  Ton. 

1 

Tete          ••         •• 

6 

2 

Other  riyer  stations 
being  quoted. 

according  to  distance. 

no 

special 

rates 
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Item. 


TETK. 
DoWN-RlVBfi. 

From — 


Per  Ton. 


Teto- 
vo) Irorr  and  specie 
(ft)  Bnbber     .. 


(c)  Wax 
Id)  Oil-seeds   .. 
Ib)  Sundries,  coal,  lime,  &e, 
Ouier  stationB  in  proportion 


1  per  eent. 

91. 

II.  6t .• 

II.  to  11.  6# .• 


*  Approximato. 

Table  VI. — Census  of  Europeans  and  Asiatics. 


Nationality. 


Number. 


Europeans. 


1.  Official  census,  Lupata  to  Zumbo— 

Poituj 

Bntis] 

French 

German . . 

Dutch    ..         ..         ..         ..         ..' 

Spanish  . .     ' ; 

Italian* 

2.  Approximate  census,  Sena  to  Lupata — 

rortnffuese       ••         • 

British I 


46 

83 

7 

12 

7 

2 

2 

1 

1 

10 

1 


Total 


77 


Asiatics. 


20 
10 


76 


TotaL 


79 

19 

7 

2 
2 
1 

1 

80 
11 
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Appkndix. 


NoU  1. 

The  Muzimbas  were  a  powerful  native  tribe  which  sprang  MusimlNuu 
originally  from  near  the  head-waters  of  the  Zambezi  During 
the  early  part  of  the  16th  century  they  attained  great  power 
«nd  overran  the  middle  and  lower  Zambezi  Valley,  burning, 
slaughtering,  and  destroying  all  in  their  way.  It  was  during  the 
middle  and  latter  part  of  the  same  century  that  they  first 
encountered  the  Portuguese,  by  whom  they  are  described  in 
ancient  records  as  Yaccas.  The  height  of  their  power  was 
reached  during  the  rule  of  the  Chief  Zimba — Whence  the  present 
name — and  under  his  leadership  they  reached  the  East  Coast 
One  branch  of  the  tribe  is  said  to  have  crossed  over  to  Madagascar, 
where,  it  is  believed  by  anthropologists,  their  influence  and 
i^ustoms  can  be  traced  to  the  present  day. 

According  to  native  reports  they  were  cannibals,  and  even 
now  the  hill  tribes  regard  their  degenerate  descendants  with 
49uspicion. 

Amongst  the  lower-river  races,  to  be  able  to  trace  descent  from 
the  Muzimbas  is  still  looked  on  as  an  honour.  like  aU  savage 
empires,  the  downfall  was  as  rapid  as  the  rise,  and  the  miserable 
representative  of  the  present  day  is  the  scorn  of  his  native 
neighbour. 

Note  2. 

Humours  of  the  Chicoa  mines  were  first  carried  to  Lisbon  by  surer  minM 
early  Portuguese  adventurers  from  the  Zambezi,  and  there  is  no  of  Chiooa. 
doubt  but  that  several  large  quantities  of  silver  were  shipped  from 
the  interior,  presumably  from  Chicoa.  So  impressed  was  the 
Portuguese  Government  with  the  certainty  of  the  existence  of  the 
Chicoa  mine,  that  no  expense  was  spared  in  fitting  out  expeditions 
to  discover  and  take  charge. 

At  Chicoa,  natives  point  out  the  place  near  which  the  last  ill- 
fated  expedition  made  a  desperate  stand,  the  whole,  200  in 
number,  being  massacred  by  the  Muzimbas. 

Bumour,  both  Portuguese  and  native,  describes  the  lode  as 
running  right  under  and  across  the  Zambezi,  where  it  is  said  to 
appear  and  to  have  been  worked  on  the  north  bank. 

The  solid  silver  mass  service  at  the  church  of  San  Jeronimo 
in  Lisbon  is  supposed  to  have  been  made  from  silver  from  these 
iamous  but  mysterious  mines. 
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Bepart  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Mommbiqtie  for  the  Tear  1901 
By  Mk.  Acting-Consul  Gkeville. 

(Seoeired  at  Foreign  Office,  June  11, 1902.) 

A  serious  downward  tendency  in  the  trade  and  commerce  OenenJ 
of  the  northern  portion  of  the  province  of  Mozambique  marks  the  wn^arks. 
close  of  the  year  1901.  In  Mozambique  itself  it  has  not  been 
unforeseen,  and,  doubtless,  in  the  portion  of  the  country  which 
is  directly  under  the  administration  of  the  Nyassa  company, 
indications  have  not  been  wanting  for  some  time  past  that  the 
prosperity  of  that  part  of  Portuguese  East  Africa  was  on  the 
wane. 

In  the  Island  of  Mozambique  itself  great  stagnation  is  seen 
to  prevail,  and  significant  signs  of  the  commercial  decay  are 
visible  in  all  directions.  During  the  past  year  two  important 
European  trading  houses  have  withdrawn  their  local  repre- 
sentatives, and  a  lack  of  trade  and  industry  is  observable  against 
which  even  the  British  Indian  merchant  (hardiest  and  most 
persevering  trader  of  all)  finds  it  almost  impossible  to  make 
headway. 

A  glance  at  the  figures  contained  in  Table  I  indicates  at  once 
the  decadent  condition  of  the  trade  of  the  port.  This  is  attribut- 
able to  several  causes.  The  first  and  most  important  is  the 
restricted  area  over  which  the  commerce  of  the  port  extends. 
The  greater  and  certainly  the  most  valuable  portion  of  the  inland 
regions  of  the  mainland,  commencing  at  a  distance  of  about  10 
miles  from  Mozambique,  is  absolutely  closed  to  civilisation  and 
commerce.  In  a  journey  which  I  made  through  this  country  a 
short  time  ago  I  was  enabled  to  observe  indications  of  its  immense 
value  if  steps  could  be  taken  to  pacify  it,  subdue  its  present 
uncivilised  inhabitants,  and  open  it  up  in  its  entirety  to  cultivation 
and  commerce. 

Le&ving  aside  the  two  most  important  European  houses  carry- 
ing on  business  operations  here,  the  bulk  of  the  trade  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  British  Indian  merchants.  Of  these  there  are  a 
large  number,  and  apparently  this  number  is  ever  on  the  increase. 
Some  of  them  are  men  of  considerable  wealth  and  influence,  and 
possess  branch  establishments  at  almost  all  the  ports,  large  and 
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small,  on  the  coast.  They  sell  almost  every  article  of  daily  con- 
sumption, and  export  a  large  percentage  of  the  local  produce. 
They  also  import  large  quantities  of  cotton  and  other  "  soft  goods  " 
from  India.  Apparently  the  greater  portion  of  the  latter  com- 
modity reaches  Mozambique  from  this  source,  but  much  of  it  is 
obtained  by  the  Indians  from  the  French  and  German  trading  houses 
in  the  town,  and  is  of  £urope-an  continental  manufacture.  Little, 
if  any,  comes  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  this  is,  I  fear,  due  to 
the  casual  manner  in  which  British  manufacturers  appear  to  be 
allowing  more  enterprising  foreigners  to  take  the  trade  out  of  their 
hands.  Whilst  passing  through  Bradford  a  few  months  ago  I 
had  the  privilege  of  being  conducted  over  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant warehouses  in  that  town,  and  I  there  observed  all  kinds 
of  the  most  beautiful  light  fabrics  of  wool  and  woollen  admixture, 
of  a  quality  so  superior  and  at  a  price  so  reasonable  that  1  felt 
convinced  they  would  be  able  to  enter  into  successful  competition, 
if  the  proper  steps  were  taken,  with  almost  anything  introduced 
to  these  markets  by  continental  manufacturera  It  is,  however, 
discouraging  to  find  that  not  the  slightest  effort  is  made  by  Britisli 
firms  to  secure  a  portion  of  the  East  African  trade,  and  although 
I  do  not  desire  to  create  the  impression  that  a  large  and  remunera- 
tive business  necessarily  awaits  the  first  comer,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  paucity  of  trade  at  present  prevailing  will,  one  day,  give 
place  to  increased  activity,  and  it  is  to  that  time  and  to  the  ad- 
vantages which  he  will  then  reap  through  his  knowledge  of  the 
market  to  which  the  British  merchant  should  look,  following  the 
example  of  his  continental  rival. 

A  further  cause  for  the  present  inactivity  in  this  district  is  to 
be  found  in  the  insufficiency  of  the  rains.  The  drought  thereby 
produced  has  caused  widespread  famine  on  the  mainland  or  such 
part  thereof  as  we  have  cognisance  of,  and  in  addition  to  this  the 
country  has  been  visited  several  times  by  immense  flights  of  locusts, 
which  have  done  incalculable  damage  alike  to  the  cereals  and  the 
palms. 
Import!.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  particulars  of  the  quantities 

of  the  various  goods  arriving  during  the  course  of  the  year  in 
Mozambique;  it  is,  therefore,  difficult  to  approximate  the  most 
important  sources  of  supply  of  any  given  article.  .  It  is  noticeable 
however,  that  so-called  "  soft  goods "  arrive  in  ever  increasing 
quantities  from  Germany  and  Switzerland,  and  that  consignments 
from  India,  which  was  formerly  greatly  favoured  by  buyers,  grow 
smaller  and  smaller. 

The  European  product  comprises  cottons,  both  plain  and 
printed,  in  pieces  of  12,  24  and  48  yards,  with  widths  of  34  and 
36  inches.  Manchester  contributes  a  small  portion  of  these,  but 
the  British  article  is  not  produced  in  qualities  sufficiently -cheap 
to  admit  of  successful  competition  with  the  class  of  goods  now  so 
largely  imported  from  Switzerland,  Belgium,  Germany  and  other 
continental  sources. 

Coloured  shawls  from  India,  chiefly  in  pairs  and  also  in  pieces 
of  12,  24  and  46  yards,  with  a  width  of  46  inches,  are  sold  at 
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about  25.  each  ;  there  are  also  shawls  of  smaller  dimensions,  which 
can  be  procured  at  about  half  that  cost,  but  great  care  and  skill 
is  necessary  in  the  buyer,  as  the  taste  of  the  native  is  a  most 
difficult  thing  to  appeal  to  successfully.  At  one  time  a  large  and 
ready  sale  will  be  easily  obtainable  for  an  article  which,  shortly 
afterwards,  will  be  found  hardly  marketable. 

Ordinarily,  goods  are  procured  from  Europe  in  sample  cases, 
which  are  sent  out  by  the  head  offices  of  the  importing  firm,  and 
the  article  which  Ls  considered  most  likely  to  prove  attractive  to 
the  native  eye  is  then  ordered  in  quantity.  These  goods  are  then 
made  to  return  a  double  profit  for,  in  many  cases,  they  are  handed 
U)  British  Indian  merchants  (who  are  nearly  always  the  inter- 
mediaries between  the  European  houses  and  the  native  consumer), 
who  pay  for  the  same  in  native  produce  which  is  shipped  to 
Europe  and  there  sold  at  prices  which  bear  a  handsome  profit 
also. 

Pottery  and  hardware,  suitable  for  the  native  trade,  is  imported 
from  India,  while  building  material  is  imported  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  with  the  exception  of  tiles  and  cement,  which  find  their 
way  here  from  Marseilles  and  various  Norwegian  ports. 

A  large  quantity  of  wine  is  imported  from  Portugal,  whence 
also  come  inferior  tobacco,  tinned  fruits,  vegetables,  and  cheap 
boots  and  shoes.  France  also  contributes  a  certain  quantity  of 
wine  and  brandy,  and  the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany  are 
respectively  responsible  for  the  supply  of  whisky  and  beer. 

A  considerable  falling-oflT  will  be  noticed  in  the  value  of  the  Exports, 
exports  during  the  past  year.  These  consist  of  groundnuts 
{Arachis  hypogcea),  copra,  and  a  small  quantity  of  ivory  and 
calumba  root.  Several  shipments  of  cowries  have  been  despatched 
to  the  west  coast,  but  it  is  unlikely  that  this  shell  will  ever  be 
found  a  very  remunerative  article  of  export. 

Formerly  indiarubber  was  despatched  in  important  quantities  to 
Hamburg  and  elsewhere,  but  the  export  of  this  valuable  commodity 
was  stopped  in  the  early  part  of  this  year,  the  authorities  stating  that 
owing  to  the  admixture  with  the  rubber  of  foreign  bodies  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  its  weight,  it  was  acquiring  a  bad  reputation 
on  the  European  markets,  and  that  until  such  time  as  the  collectors 
of  the  juice  could  find  means  to  produce  a  rubber  calculated  to 
create  a  demand  for  the  produce  of  this  country,  no  more  should 
be  despatched.  Naturally  this  somewhat  arbitrary  order  had  a 
disastrous  result,  for  many  of  the  traders,  who  had  accumulated 
laige  stocks,  found  themselves  unable  to  put  their  produce  on 
the  market.  The  Governor-General  has  now  withdrawn  this 
prohibition,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  translation  of  an 
extract  from  the  "  Boletim  Official  de  Mocambique  "  of  May  10, 
1902:— 

"Art.  223.  Experience  having  demonstrated  that  the  Rule 
established  by  Provincial  Decree  No.  115  of  March  31,  1898, 
relative  to  the  exportation  of  indiarubber,  is  prejudicial  to  the 
revenues  of  the  district  of  Mozambique  without  putting  a  stop  to 
the  extraction  of  the  rubber  by  means  of  '  cooking '  and  crushing, 
(IIG)  A  3 
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and  as  it  is  most  desirable  to  stop  the  destruction  of  the  plants 
I)rodueiug  the  rubber,  in  conformity  with  telegraphic  instructions 
from  His  Excellency  the  Minister  and  Secretar}'  of  State  for 
Marine  and  Foreign  Affairs,  I  have  detcainined  the  following : — 

"(1)  Exportation  of  rubber  from  the  district  of  Mozambique 
: permitted  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  following  duties: — 

"  (a)  Rubber  extracted  by  'cooldng,*  20  per  cent,  od  ralomn. 

"(b)  Impure   rubber  extracted   by   incision,   8    per   cent,   ad 
val&rcvi. 

"(c)  Eubber  extracted  by  incision   but  pure,  3  per  cent,  ad 
valorem. 

"  (2)  The  Director  of  the  Customs  Department  will  send  and 
fjjUect  samples  of  rubber  and  formulate  precise  instructions  for 
distinguishing  between  the  three  qualities  above-mentioned. 

"  (3)  The  Chief  of  tlie  Customs  Department  of  Mozambique  will 
send  monthly  to  the  Governor  of  that  district  a  note  of  the 
exportation  of  rubber  with  the  necessary  explanations  in  order 
that  that  authority  may  estimate  the  results  of  this  aiTangement 
and  report  to  the  Governor-General." 
Local  As  I  have  stated  in  an  earlier  part  of  this  report,  the  commerce 

indiistries.  ^f  |^yg  pQj-t  and  district  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  British 
Indian  merchants,  who  are  said  to  possess  no  less  than  200  estab- 
lishments between  Mozambique  and  the  Lurio  Eiver,  about  100 
miles  to  the  north.  All  their  business,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,, 
is  done  between  the  months  of  Ai)iil  and  Octol)er,  or,  hi  other 
words,  during  the  south  monsoon.  The  groundnut,  for  which  the 
native  cultivator  is  almost  invariably  paid  in  cloth,  costs  the 
Indian  purchaser  about  \d.  per  lb.  Exportation  expenses  from 
the  plantation  to  the  point  of  embarkation  are  practically  nil ;  the 
cost  of  freight  to  London  or  Hamburg  is  about  11  Vis.  &d.  per  ton, 
and  the  European  prices  average  sonie\\here  about  19/.  per  ton. 

Turning  to  the  produce  of  the  cocoanut  palm,  verj'  little 
copra  has  been  exported  from  Mozamlnque  for  some  years  past, 
chiefly  owing  to  the  indolence  and  shiftlcj^sness  of  the  natives  and 
others  on  whose  lands  the  palm  trees  flourish.  They  are  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  prices  which  they  receive  locally  for  the  ripe 
nut,  while  with  a  little  labour  much  better  residts  would  be 
obtainable.  Each  full-grown  palm  produces  from  200  to  250  nuts 
a  year.  Each  1,000  well-giown  nuts  produce  about  5  cwts.  of 
copra,  which,  deducting  21.  os.  per  ton  for  freight  and  exportation 
expenses,  is  worth  close  on  15/.  per  ton  at  Marseilles  and 
Hamburg,  where  the  demand  is,  invariably,  greater  than  the 
supply.  It  is  not  unusual  to  find  British  Indians  of  a  somewhat 
low  type,  and  uneducated  Portuguese,  in  possession  of  tracts  of 
land  containing  many  thousands  of  these  pahns,  yet  no  effort  is 
made  to  turn  them  to  better  account. 

A  cheap  and  exceedingly  intoxicating  spirit  was  formerly 
produced  here  by  the  natives  and  others  during  the  short  season 
(about  September)  that  the  fniit  is  ripe,  from  the  Caju  apple. 
The  quantity  distilled  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  aggi-egated 
1,500  baiTeifl  containing  30,800  gallons.     It  is  said  that  the  cost 
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of   its  manufacture  may  be  regarded  as  not  more   than  about 
20  per  cent,  of  the  price  it  realises. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  with  the  country  thoroughly  brought 
under  the  influence  of  law  and  order,  many  valuable  industries 
could  be  created.  First  in  importance  comes  the  scientific 
cultivation  of  the  indiarubber  plant,  for  which,  especially  as 
regards  the  important  American  varieties,  large  areas  of  this 
portion  of  the  province  are  apparently  well  fitte^.  There  exist 
at  the  present  time  at  least  two  kinds  of  rubber  evidently 
indigenous  to  the  soil,  namely,  the  Landolphid  Florida  and  the 
i.  Petersiana.  I  believe  I  have  also  seen  a  rubber  plant,  which, 
if  not  the  i.  Kirkii,  bears  a  remarkable  resemblance  to  it. 

Many  valuable  plants  yielding  fibre  of  good  quality  as,  for 
instance,  the  Yucatan  flax  {Agave  sigatana),  are  already  to  be 
found  in  large  quantities  on  the  mainland,  where,  so  far  as  1  can 
learn,  their  presence  has  hitherto  not  been  observed.  Coffee  of 
moderately  good  quality  flourishes  in  a  wild  state,  while  castor 
oil  plants  (Bicinus  communis)  and  tobacco  are  found  growing 
luxuriantly  at  all  points. 

The  shipping  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  German  East  Shipping  and 
Africa  line  of  steamers  ruiming  from  Hamburg  right  round  the  na^Vtion* 
African  Continent.  They  possess  a  large  and  well-organised  fleet 
of  steamers  of  all  sizes  from  500  to  6,000  tons.  In  conditions 
(as,  for  instance,  at  Chinde),  where  their  ocean-going  steamers 
cannot  cross  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  a  harbour,  they  place  a  small 
tug-boat,  for  the  double  purpose  of  landing  passengers,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  landing  cargo  in  lighters  at  practically  all  states 
of  the  tide.  Their  steamers  are  contrived  to  carry  a  considerable 
number  of  passengers  in  their  first,  second  and  third  class,  and  in 
addition,  a  large  amount  of  cargo. 

They  have  at  the  present  time  one  or  more  large  steamers  in 
course  of  construction  for  the  East  African  trade,  and  another 
steamer  of  light  draught  for  entering  harbours  as  occasion  may 
arise.  In  this  way  they  are  perfecting  a  system  of  communication 
between  the  smaller  and  the  more  important  ports,  their  ocean- 
going steamers  being  met  at  the  latter  at  stated  times  by  the 
smaller  craft  with  the  merchandise  they  have  collected  at  such 
points  as  would  offer  no  means  of  entry  for  steamers  not  specially 
built  for  the  purpose.  So  successful  have  their  efforts  been  on 
this  coast  that  attention  is  now  being  directed  to  the  East,  and 
steamers  are  being  run  from  Burmese  and  Indian  ports  to 
Zanzibar  and  the  east  coast  laden  with  rice  and  other  commodities 
for  which  there  is  a  lai^e  local  demand. 

The  Messageries  Maritimes  Company  of  Marseilles,  which 
formerly  ran  its  steamers  from  Zanzibar,  via  Madagascar,  to  these 
ports  and  thence  to  ^atal,  have  discontinued  of  late  this  portion 
of  their  service,  and  no  steamers  of  this  line  now  call  here. 

The  most  important  business  houses  are  shown  on  Table  III.  Buiineis 
There  are  no  British  firms  here  with  the  exception  of  the  British  "**'*•••• 
Indian  merchants  to  whom  reference  has  already  been  made. 

The  le&ding  marks  and  buoying  of  the  entrance  to  the  anchor-  J^^^igation. 
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age  are  well  and  carefully  carried  out,  and  no  difficulty  is  found 
in  making  the  anchorage  either  by  night  or  day.  Klots  are  avail- 
able, if  neceasary,  and  much  attention  is  lavished  on  the  important 
duty  of  facilitating  the  entry  of  vessels.  The  harbour  dues  are 
as  follows : — 

For  vessels  of  less  than  625  tons,  for  pilotage,  40  reis  per  ton. 
For  vessels  over  the  above  measurement,  50,000  reis,  irrespective 
of  size.  The  payment  of  this  fee  is  compulsory  whether  the  pilot 
be  employed  or  not ;  it  also  entitles  a  vessel  to  be  piloted  and 
berthed.  Harbour-master's  fee  is  8,000  reis.  With  reference  to 
dhows,  4,000  reis  in  addition  is  payable  to  the  port  captain  on 
entering  and  sailing,  with  the  exception  of  vessels  which  occupy 
themselves  in  the  coasting  trade,  in  favour  of  which  a  reduction 
of  2,500  reis  is  made.  Harbour  dues  are  always  payable  in 
local  currency,  the  rates  of  which  vary  from  6,500  to  7,500  reis 
to  the  1/. 

Cargo  is  landed  in  lighters,  of  which  there  are  a  fair  supply, 
and  several  small  tugs  are  available  for  towing  purposea 

There  is  a  small  Government  yard  here  which,  theoretically, 
undertakes  repairs  to  small  vessels,  but  the  workmen  beiog  for  the 
most  part  natives,  are  incompetent,  and .  the  time  required  for  the 
simplest  work  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  its  importance. 
Publie  Lealth.  Much  sickness  has  prevailed  during  the  opening  months  of 
1902.  The  mortality,  especially  among  the  lower  classes,  has  been 
considerable.  Fortunately  no  contagious  diseases  have  made  their 
appearance,  but  without  these,  malarial  fever  in  all  its  varieties 
has  been  rampant,  while  the  absence  of  anything  in  the  shape  of  a 
competent  medical  staff,  has  doubtless,  greatly  increased  the 
number  of  serious  and  fatal  cases.  It  is  most  unfortunate  that  a 
city  like  Mozambique,  which  is  in  every  sense  one  of  the 
unhealthiest  cities  on  the  African  coast,  should  be  destitute  of 
competent  medical  men.  There  are  probably  few  points  in 
tropical  Africa  where  observation  of  tropical  disease  could  be 
carried  out  with  greater  advantage  to  medical  science  than  this, 
but  nothing  whatever  is  done  to  bring  us  nearer  to  the  solution 
of  the  important  problem  of  the  treatment  of  malaria,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  this  supineness  accounts  for  the  very 
considerable  amount  of  annual  mortality  to  which  allusion  has 
already  been  made. 
PotteL  Mozambique   has  no   parcel  post  and   is  outside  the  postal 

union.  The  charge  for  letters  weighing  15  grammes  (about  half 
an  ounce)  or  less  to  countries  within  the  union  is  100  reis  (4d.), 
while  to  countries  outside  the  union  the  charge  is  increased  to 
150  reis  (6^.).  Postcards  are  issued  at  a  cost  of  30  reis  (1^.)' 
and  the  charge  for  newspapers  weighing  50  grammes  (1|  ozs.),  or 
under,  is  20  reis  (about  |d.). 

The  postal  department  is  in  need  of  considerable  reform>  and 
it  is  almost  always  necessary  to  register  letters  to  prevent  them 
from  being  lost  or  mislaid.  Nothing  is  commoner,  moreover,  than 
for  letters  to  be  forwarded  by  mistake  to  distant  parts  of  the 
province,  from  whence  they  return  after  weeks  have  elapsed  and 
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the  addressee  has  abandoned  all  hope  of  receiving  them.    Much 
serious  inconvenience  is  thereby  caused. 

In  conclusion,  before  Mozambique  can  hope  to  enjoy  anything  Concluding 
like  the  measure  of  prosperity  which,  without  doubt,  was  hers  15  or  '^'"'*''^»- 
20  years  ago,  she  needs  at  least  three  things :  capital ;  the  firm 
repression  of  rebels  on  the  mainland  and  the  maintenance  there  of 
law  and  order ;  and  lastly,  a  thorough  and  liberal  revision  of  the 
customs  tariff  which  at  present  weighs  heavily  upon  the  struggling 
trader.  Given  these  there  may  be  some  hope  that  things  may 
right  themselves,  and  that  this  valuable  country  may,  in  time, 
emerge  from  the  state  of  commercial  paralysis  into  which  it  is  at 
presetit  drifting.  Otherwise  the  stagnation  into  which  the  trade 
of  the  port  and  district  is  rapidly  sinking  must  continue  to  make 
itself  more  and  more  disastrously  felt. 

Table  I. — Showing  Values  of  Imports  and  Exports  at  Mozambique 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Ymst. 

Value. 

ImporU. 

Exporto. 

Totel. 

1900 

1901 

£ 

90,861 
80,027 

£ 
62,484 
28,871 

£ 

162,786 
108,898 

Deoreftse    . . 

10,8M 

89,068 

49,887 

Table  II. — Return  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mozambique 
during  the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Shipt  of  War. 

Mercantne  Veitelt. 

Tolnl. 

Nfttionality. 

Number 
of 

VeiMli. 

Tonaag*. 

8tMm.                    Sailing. 

Number 

Of 
Veaelf. 

Erunber 

of 
VeMaU. 

19 
69 
10 

2 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 
Veesela. 

Tonnage. 

Ton-... 

Bridah     

Oerman 

Fnnoii     

P0fftU|^6M           ... 

Arabdbowf       ... 

5 

"i 

20 

10,190 

ioo 

11.784 

99,182 

179,707 

11,992 

M24 

94 

1 

1 

14 

71 

4,909 
986 

90 
497 

6,*i29 

98 

94 

12 
94 

9 
71 

601248 
190,692 
12,982 
12,291 
6,924 
9.129 

TM»1     ...       ... 

29 

22,444 

94 

292,606 

121 

11,447 

241 

999,999 
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mozambique. 
Cleabed. 


Ships  of  War. 

Hereantlle  Vessels. 

Total. 

NaUoBslltj. 

Kamher 

of 
Veisels. 

Toniiaga. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Momber 
of 

Vessels. 

Niimher 

of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Kanber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Tonnage. 

British     

OsraMO 

Fieneh     

Portogusse 
Aastro-HimgBriao 
Arab  dhows 

5 
21 

10,160 

"600 
11,964 

20 
•4 

10 

"i 

86,429 

184,669 

11,992 

5;'624 

62 

1 

1 

16 

74 

60 
475 

5,022 

57 
65 
12 
64 
2 
74 

51,427 
186,524 
12,522 
12,400 
5,624 
6.022 

Total    .„       ... 

27 

22,804 

96 

268,684 

121 

11,250 

244 

272,628 

Table  III. — Showing  Principal  Business  Houses. 


Name. 

Wm.  Philippi 

Mante  fr^res  et  Borelli  de  BegiBatn^ 
O.  Banco  Naoional  Ultramarino 
Mendos9a  e  SilTa 
Oswald  HoffDoann 
Damodar  Anandji 

JSiaakAdam       

Gordondaa  Ketsi 

Tayob  Suleiman 

Baseoji  Ketsi 


Nationality. 


German 
French 

Portognese 


Brituh  Indian 


Table  IV.— Showing  Rate  of  Freight  to  Europe. 


Per  Ton  of  1,000  Kilos. 

Articles. 

To  Mareeilles 
and  Hamburg. 

To  London. 

Copra 

Groundnuts       

Indiarubber 

Sesamum           ••         ••         •• 

Beeswax*          ••         •• 

£     8.    d. 

2  5    0 

1  17    6 

3  16    0 

2  5    0 
8  10    0 

£   ».    d. 
2  10    0 
2    0    0 
4    0    0 

2  10    0 

3  15    0 

*  May  Boarcelj  now  be  regarded  as  an  export. 
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Reference  to  previous  Beport,  Annual  Series  No,  2699, 


Beport  on  the  Trade  of  the  Port  of  Chindefor  the  Year  1901 
By  Mr.  Acting  Vick-Consul  J.  0.  Bowhill. 

(Reoeired  ftt  Foreign  Office,  June  25, 1902.) 

According  to  the  statistics  furnished  by  the  kindness  ofO«nerml 
the  Portuguese  authorities,  the  general  trade  of  Chinde  has,  as  "™"^»- 
regards  the  total  value  of  imports  and  exports,  diminished  to  the 
extent  of  2,000/.,  as  compared  with  that  recorded  in  1900.  This 
depression,  however,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  Chinde,  along 
with  other  ports  on  the  coast,  has  suflFered  from  the  general 
stagnation  in  African  trade. 

Table  1  shows  the  value  of  goods  passing  through  Portuguese 
custom-house.  On  analysing  this  we  find  very  little  difiTerence  in 
the  value  of  imports  from  Portugal  as  compared  with  1900 ; 
but,  as  regards  "  other  countries,"  the  imports  have  risen  9,600/., 
showing  that  a  market  still  exists  for  goods  here,  despite  a  high 
protective  tariflf  and  depressed  trade.  Turning  to  "exports," 
Vice-Consul  Fletcher's  prediction  of  a  "  permanent  improvement " 
has  not  been  realised ;  as  this  column  shows  a  diminution  of  nearly 
11,000/.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that  the  whole  of  the  Portuguese 
province,  which  has  Cliinde  for  a  port,  is  partitioned  amongst 
either  companies  or  prazo-holders,  who  are  making  their  prazos 
more  and  more  exclusive,  and  do  not  seem  to  gcdn  the  confidence 
of  the  native  to  the  same  extent  as  the  Indian  Banyah.  The 
latter  recognises,  and  imports  goods  suitable  to,  native  wants, 
while  he  is  not  above  soliciting  the  patronage  of  the  native  as  a 
regular  customer  for  his  goods.  Little  or  no  oil  seeds  are  grown 
now  in  proportion  to  the  quantities  exported  in  past  years. 
The  majority  of  Indian  traders  are  now  found  in  the  town  of 
Chinde  itself,  where,  by  supplying  local  native  wants,  they  keep 
up  a  small  trade ;  but  their  business  in  the  prazos  is  finished,  and 
the  owners  of  the  different  stores  are  everywhere  closing  them  and 
dismissing  their  assistants. 

From  another  source,  however,  the  exports  will    show  no 

diminution,  but  rather  a  steady  increase,  for  the  sugar  companies 

caiTying  on  operations  on  the  Zambesi  will  year  by  year  give 

larger  yields.     These  returns  will  not,  however,  be  a  great  gain  to 
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the  ciujtoms  revenues  of  the  port,  as  the  sugar  compauies,  pro- 
moted by  foreign  capital,  pay  only  1  per  cent,  export  dues  here  on 
their  produce,  which  is  also  imported  into  Portugal  under  a 
preferential  tariff,  ie,,  6,000  tons  are  allowed  to  be  imported  free 
from  East  Africa ;  anything  over  this  amount  pays  duties. 

The  following  is  a  table  showing  the  names  and  out-turns  of 
the  sugar  companies  referred  to : — 


Name. 

Bxported  in — 

Bsldmate 

1900. 

1901. 

for  1902. 

Companhia  de  A«0uoar  de  Mocambique 

Sociedade      Assucartia  '  de      Africa 

Oriental  Portugeza 

Tods. 
2,560 

1,810 

Tom. 
1,250 

800 

Tons. 
3,000 

6,000 

Total 

8,870 

1,560 

8,000 

Weights. 
Coinage. 


The  exports  to  "  other  countries "  were  only  to  the  value  of 
3,7001.,  which  is  smaller  than  the  preceding  year,  and  is  prin- 
cipally due  to  less  oil  seeds  bring  produced,  as  already  mentioned. 

Turning  to  the  British  Central  Africa  imports,  they  are  nearly 
2,000  tons  less  than  that  recorded  in  1900 ;  these  imports  are 
those  which  pass  through  the  Portuguese  custom-house,  and  not 
through  the  British  concession. 

The  last  item  of  interest  in  Table  1  is  the  re-export  of  cargo  to 
the  territories  of  the  Companlria  de  Mocambique,  and,  on  examin- 
ing the  figures,  it  seems  natural  to  ask  why,  when  the  import 
returns  amount  to  43,000^.,  53,000/.  should  be  re-exported  ?  The 
explanation  is,  that  goods  for  the  Mocambique  Company  pass 
through  Chinde  without  being  entered  in  the  *'  import  returns." 

The  classes  of  the  imported  goods  vary  but  little,  both  for 
Europeans  and  natives ;  Manchester  calicoes  are  taking "  the  place 
of  the  Indian,  as  a  native  complains  of  the  Indian  material  and 
prefers  the  more  durable,  better-looking  British  article.  The 
Bombay  merchants  have  noticed  the  falling-ofF  in  the  imports  of 
Indian  calicoes  from  this  town,  and  some  correspondence  between 
the  Bombay  Mill-owners*  Association  and  this  Vice-Consulate 
has  taken  place  on  the  subject.  Samples  were  despatched  from 
here  of  prints  and  cloths  mostly  in  demand.  The  fact  is  that  the 
local  native  is  becoming  more  civilised,  and  requires  better  articles 
to  suit  his  taste. 

Tables  2  and  3  show  the  principal  duties  on  imports  and 
exports  levied  on  Portuguese  and  foreign  goods;  the  import 
tables  are  worked  out  on  the  basis  of  1  litre  for  liquids  and  1  kilo, 
for  solids,  ad  valarein. 

The  weights  are  the  usual  metric  system. 

The  coinage  is  the  usual  decimal  system ;  the  equivalents 
depeiii  much  on  the  exchange  rate,  but  are,  on  an  average,  of 
500  reis,  equalling  Is.  6d.  to  Is.Sd.    There  is  no  Portuguese  gold 
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coinage  in  Chinde,  and,  during  some  parts  of  the  year,  the  greater 
proportion  of  silver  and  gold  coinage  is  British,  about  7,400/.  being 
imported  duiing  the  year. 

The  African  Lakes  Corporation  is  the  only  firm  here  that  does  Bates  of 
a  regular  banking  business,  and  their  rates  rule  IJ  per  cent  on"°^*°8«- 
sight  drafts  and  2^  per  cent,  on  30  days'  sight  drafts.    Exchange 
stood  on  December  31,  at  Chinde,  6,500  reis  to  the*.  1/. 

The  Portuguese  Government  official  exchange  rate  is  4,500 
reis,  and  its  paper  money  is  extensively  used. 

Though  the  trade  and  business  of  the  Indian  merchants  in  Indian 
Portuguese  territory  is  diminishing,  this  cannot  be  said  of  their  merchanti. 
trade  to  British  Central  Africa,  to  which  place  also  a  great  number 
of  their  dismissed  hands  are  going.  The  number  of  their 
dhows  from  India  has  increased  considerably  over  1900,  and 
the  majority  of  the  goods  has  been  sent  to  both  British  Central 
Africa  and  to  the  British  South  Africa  Company's  territories 
beyond  Tete.  Table  4,  supplied  by  an  Indian  merchant,  who  has 
been  some  years  in  this  place,  shows  approximately  the  imports 
and  exports  of  an  Indian  firm,  and  may  be  interesting,  as  showing 
the  ti*ade  of  the  Indians  with  the  natives. 

Goods  for  the  African  trade  do  not  call  for  special  mention  Goods  for 
(for  particulars  see  Tables  4  and  5).  Goods  exported  to  East  -^^"ca^  t«d«- 
Africa  should  be  of  a  better  quality  than  those  usually  sent.  The 
African  is  acquiring  an  appreciation  for  a  better  quality  of  goods 
than  he  had  in  the  past.  The  most  useful  and  marketable  goods 
amongst  the  natives  are  calicoes,  beads,  belts,  gaudy  circular 
c^mbs,  knives,  shirts,  caps,  and  trunk& 

The  number  of  ocean-going  steamers  entering  the  port  Shipping  and 
Of  Chinde  in  1901  '  more  than  doubled  that  of  1900.  The  "^^gation. 
German  East  Africa  line  has  a  fortnightly  service  1x)th  from 
north  and  south,  passing  outside  Chinde  Bar,  and  the  small 
steamer  "Adjutant"  connects  with  these  ocean  liners,  tran- 
shipping baggage  and  passengers  only.  It  also  goes  to  Beira, 
towing  the  "  Otto  "  (a  large  steel  barge  of  300  tons  capacity),  and 
brings  back  the  general  cargo  of  the  port  Owing  to  this  bi- 
monthly service,  German  shipping  is  in  advance  of  the  British. 

The  Bennie  (Aberdeen)  line  ran  fairly  regularly  in  1901  to  this  British 
port,  with  their  two  vessels  the  "  Induna  "  and  "  Matabele,"  and  "^W"»K- 
have  been  of  good  service  in  bringing  cargoes  here  for  the  British 
houses.    The  agents  of  this  line  at  Chinde  are  the  African  Lakes 
Corporation,  Limited,  who  are  also  Lloyd's  and  the  Admiralty  agents 
at  this  port. 

The  increase  in  the  tonnage  of  British  shipping  is  remarkable, 
as  seen  by  Table  No.  6,  for  while  24,168  tons  entered  the  port  in 
1900,  it  rose  to  58,698  tons,  exclusive  of  warships,  in  1901,  being 
more  than  double  the  amount,  which  can  only  be  accounted  for,  as 
remarked,  by  the  steady  running  of  the  "  Induna  "  and  "  Matabele." 

The  want  of  a  good  British  line  sailing  north  past  Chinde,  with 
a  small  feeding  steamer  like  the  "  Adjutant,"  is  severely  felt  by 
the  British  community.  . 

All  goods  for  British  Central  Africa  should  be  marked  "  British  ^^^^ 
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Concession,  Chinde,"  otherwise  they  may  be  sent  to  the  Portuguese 
bonded  stores.  From  the  British  concession  goods  for  the  interior 
are  transhipped  into  stem-wheel  steamers,  the  freightage  of  which 
can,  with  the  passenger  rates,  be  seen  on  Table  7. 

The  bftr.  rj^Q  depth  of  Water  at  the  sea  entrance  of  the  river  is  30  to 

40  feet.  Over  the  bar  it  is  18  feet  at  spring  tides,  and  12  feet  at 
neaps  (high  water).  A  lai^  new  buoy  has  been  placed  a  mile 
out  from  the  bank  at  the  entrance  of  the  Chinde  Eiver  channel,  to 
show  the  course,  which  is  at  the  bar  about  150  feet  broad.  A 
few  beacons,  which  are  said  to  be  insufficient,  have  been  placed  as 
a  guide  to  vessels  along  the  .  somewhat  tortuous  and  difficult 
channel  A  Portuguese  man-of-war,  the  "  Baptista  d'Andrada," 
has  been  stationed  at  Chinde  for  the  purpose  of  making  soundings. 
A  dredger  would  improve  the  channel  greatly,  loosening  the  hard 
sand  over  the  bar,  and  thus  enabling  it  to  be  carried  out  to  sea  by 
the  great  scour  of  the  river  at  ebb  tide.  Messrs.  Simons  and  Co. 
have  been  in  communication  with  this  Vice-Consulate  on  the 
subject  of  a  dredger  (which,  by  the  way,  should  be  a  good  sea  boat), 
and  by  representations  made  through  His  Excellency  the 
Intendente  to  the  Grovemor  of  the  Province,  the  subject  may 
possibly  receive  favourable  notice  by  the  Lisbon  Government. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  by  deepening  the  water  on  the  bar  with 
dredging,  and  by  buoying  the  channel,  shipping  facilities  would  be 
much  improved. 

Foreshore.  The  Chinde  foreshore  has  been  a  very  troublesome  question  to 

the  authorities  for  the  last  10  years ;  the  erosion  is  at  the  rate  of 
45  feet  a  year,  and  is  due  not  only  to  the  down  current  but  to  the 
tides  from  the  sea.  Some  years  ago  Mr.  Methven,  a  harbour 
expert  from  Durban,  was  engaged  by  the  British  Government  to 
pass  an  opinion  on  the  matter.  In  an  exceedingly  able  report, 
verified  since  in  every  respect,  he  advocated*a  series  of  groynes  as 
the  only  eflfective  method  of  temporarily  staying  the  erosion,  but  it 
is  only  in  this  year  that  anything  approaching  to  his  scheme  has 
been  carried  out.  The  manager  of  Sharrer's  Zambesi  Company, 
Limited,  adopted  this  system  of  groynes,  and  also  protected  the 
foreshore  with  piles,  pointed  and  dressed,  of  12  to  15  feet  in  length, 
facing  them  with  corrugated  iron.  Other  companies  followed  suit, 
and  the  African  Lakes  Corporation,  whose  large  store  was 
threatened,  have  by  this  means,  not  only  saved  it,  but  reclaimed 
several  feet  of  their  lost  ground.  It  would  not  be  too  much  to 
say  that  were  these  methods  generally  adopted  the  erosion  could 
be  stayed  for  some  period.  The  Portuguese,  on  their  foreshore, 
have  adopted  a  method  which  has  been  successful  at  Beira,  but 
it  hsLa  the  disadvantage  of  not  allowing  goods  to  be  landed  from 
steamers  or  barges,  except  at  such  places  where  a  costly  pier 
has  been  erected,  and  at  the  same  time  it  makes  the  river 
dangerous  for  shipping  by  the  numerous  crossed  stakes  on  the 
shore  which  are  submerged  at  high  tide.  Owing  to  the  constant 
erosion  of  the  banks,  the  Portuguese  Government  granted  the 
British  an  extra  concession  of  the  same  size  as  the  original  one. 

Dry  clock,  -^  ^'^^  dock,  capable  of  accommodating  three  river  steamers. 
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and  furnished'  with  a  slip,  is  being  made  by  MeBsrs.  Sliarrer's 
Zambesi  Traffic  Company,  whose  enterprising  mauagei*  has 
designed  the  whole  himself.  It  will  be,  no  doubt,  a  great  boon 
to  the  owners  of  river  steamere,  who  have  at  present  to  repair 
their  ships  on  the  shelving  bank  of  the  river  beach,  where  more 
than  one  accident  has  nearly  cansed  the  total  loss  of  river  craft 

The  African  Lakes  Corporation  is   making  a  slip  for  their  Slip, 
vessels ;  the  machinery,  however,  has  not  yet  arrived. 

The  following  are  the  dues  and  charges  at  this  port,  made  by  Harbour 
shipping  companies  in  the  concession : —  '"* 


duet. 


Per  Ton. 

Bemarks. 

Lighterage  chaomt 

Wharfage       •  •         .  •         •  •         •  • 
Harbour  acoommodation     • . 

».  d, 

6  0 

7  6 
1    0 

•  • 

Shore  to  ship 
Ship  to  shore 

Anchorage  for  about 
six  steamers 

Portuguese  harbour  dues  are : — 

Per 

Cubic  Metre. 

Sailing Tettels    t«         ••         ..                    ••         •• 

Beis.* 
160 

Steamers  caUinir  remilarlT       .  •         . .         . . 

60 

„             at  any  port  in  Portugal 
Mail  iteamerB,  one-third  of  aboTe. 
Coasting  steamers  to  Portuguese  ports  on  coast  on] 
Tear     ..         ..         ... 

•  • 
y,per 

26 
160 

•  500  reis  »  from  1 

is.  M.  to  Is.  a 

i. 

The  above  charges  are  payable  at  the  first  Portuguese  port  of 
call  on  this  coast  only ;  but  the  following  charges  are  additidnal 
and  are  payable  at  each  port  of  call : — 


Amount. 


Customs  ebarges    •  • 
Portuguese  giiards — 

Per  day  each 

„       for  food 

BiU  of  health 

Doctor's  yisit         ..     *    ••         .1 

Port  captain's  charge 

Sundry  other  charges,  stamps,  &c. 


Beis. 
8,000 

400 

400 

12,000 

3,000 

8,000 

8,000 


Dr.  Leys,  the  Britiish  medical  man  at  Chinde,  says :  "  Chinde  is  Puhlic  health. 
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DeAfchsin 
Chinde. 


Birthf  and 
marriagef. 
Natire  grog 
shops. 


Britisb 
oonoession. 


Ottfcer 
oonoession. 


KaUre 
labour. 


dimate. 


on  the  whole  a  distinctly  healthy  place.  The  majority  of  cases 
of  sickness  consist  of  travellers  passing  through  the  town. 
Residents  are  conspicuously  free  from  tropical  diseases.  Dysentry 
is  rare,  from  the  fact  that  care  is  taken  with  drinking  water.  The 
species  of  mosquito  that  carries  malaria  is  to  be  seen  in  the  rains, 
but  is  not  plentiful  Accordingly  malaria  is  not  often  incurred. 
The  bare  sand  and  the  scanty  vegetation  make  life  less  comfort- 
able, and  probably  there  is  a  corresponding  advantage  in  healthful- 
ness,  and  even  in  the  strong  summer  heats  there  is  a  breeze  from 
the  seaward  which  is  refreshing,  even  invigorating." 

There  have  been  five  deaths  amongst  British  subjects  in  Chinde 
during  the  year  under  report.  These  have  been  principally 
amongst  the  travellers  coming  from  up-country. 

Births  and  marriages  amongst  British  subjects,  none. 

There  is,  unfortunately,  a  good  sale  amongst  the  natives  of 
fortified  wine,  which  is  imported  in  large  quantities  from 
Portugal,  and  there  are  several  licensed  drinking  shops  or  booths 
in  the  Portuguese  town,  where  for  a  few  pence  labourers  can  buy 
this  liquor,  which  is  of  a  description  that  can  mildly  be  termed 
deleterious. 

The  extra  concession,  granted  by  the  Portuguese  Gtovertiment 
owing  to  the  erosion  of  the  foreshore,  has  been  opened  up  this 
year,  and  60  per  cent,  of  the  plots  apportioned  out  to  different 
companies  and  individuals.  A  centre  road  has  been  made  through 
this  concession,  and  various  side  roads  have  also  been  constructed 
at  right  angles  to  it.  A  mono-rail  tram  line  has  been  laid  along 
the  main  road  through  the  concession  to  the  Portuguese  custom- 
house, for  the  conveyance  of  heavy  packages. 

The  roads  have  been  taken  in  hand  and  carried  out  to  the 
ocean.  The  marshes  between  the  concession  and  the  sea  fill  up  in 
the  rainy  season,  making  the  roads  impassable  during  February, 
March  and  April. 

The  British  companies  liad  no  reason  last  year  to  bring 
down  British  Central  Africa  natives  to  Chinde,  as  the  local  labour 
supply  has  been  sufficient  for  all  requirements,  owing  to  the 
failure  of  the  native  crops  in  the  Zambesi  province.  On  river 
steamers,  however,  British  natives  are  principally  employed  as 
skilled  labourers,  as  they  have  proved  themselves  to  be  reliable 
pilots,  and  good  stokers  and  firemen.  Chinese  carpenters  are 
generally  employed  by  the  British  for  building  houses,  and  as  they 
make  these  by  contract,  and  fulfil  their  engagements  with  great 
regularity  and  expedition,  they  save  much  anxiety  and  trouble  to 
their  employers.  Indian  carpenters,  on  the'  other  hand,  are 
employed  cHefly  by  the  Portuguese  and  Indian  firms. 

Chinde,  though  warm  in  the  summer  months,  is  comparatively 
cool  in  the  months  of  May  to*  October.  The  i-ainfaJl,  though  heavy 
at  times,  is  well  distributed  over  the  seasons.  The  prevailing  winds 
are  from  the  south-east,  and  blow  from  the  Indian  Ocean  inland ; 
this  fact,  together  with  its  having  no  mangrove  swamps  on  the 
seawaid  side,  keeps  Chinde  fairly  healthy.  When  the  wind 
changes  and  blows  off  the  swamps  every  one  feels  more  or  less 
unwell. 
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Many  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  Portuguese  town 
of  Ghinde  since  Senhor  Pinto  Cardoso  the  present  Intendente  came. 
The  streets  are  well  kept,  and  those  who  build  houses  have  had  to 
construct  them  on  a  uniform  plan.  All  the  building  plots  have 
been  taken  up,  showing  that  the  town  has  increased  considerably. 
Large  drains  have  been  cut  to  carry  ofif  the  superfluous  water  from 
the  swamps. 

There  is  a  little  game  in   the    neighbourhood    of    Chinde,  <*•»>•• 
principally  a  small  antelope.     Hippopotami  are  in  the  Chinde 
River  and  near  the  lighthouse.     Crocodiles  are  not  numerous. 

The  telegraph  line  up  the  Zambesi  and  Shire  has  been  working  Telagrspk 
in  a  very  unsatisfactory  manner.    Telegrams,  especially  in  code,  ^^^^Jl^^ 
have  nearly  always  been  mutilated.     The  line  is  now  being  placed  giJJe.    "* 
on  iron  standards  instead  of  on  the  tops  of  trees  as  hitherto.    It 
has  often  been  noted  at  Chinde  that  passengers,  whose  depcu'ture 
has  been  tel^raphed  from  Blantyi*e,  have  arrived  at  Chinde  before 
the  telegram  has  come  to  hand. 

There  are  at  present  on  the  Zambesi  Biver  two  British  gun-  Britiih  war 
boats,  H.M.S.  "  Herald  "  and  "  Mosquito."  ▼••wis. 

The   three   Portuguese   gunboats    "Obuz,"    "Sherim,"    and  Portuguese 
"  Granada  "  are  stationed  at  Chinde,  where  there  is  a  large  naval  ™«»-oI-wm. 
workshop,  well  fitted  up,  while  a  slip  is  shortly  to  be  provided. 
These  vessels   were  built  by  Messrs.  Yarrow  and  Co.,  but  the 
two  new  gunboats  which  have  been  ordered  are  to  be  made  in 
Germany. 

There  are  three  hotels  in  Chinde,  British,  Portuguese,  and  French  Hotels, 
respectively.  There  is  also  a  small  one  for  the  Goanese  and  Indians. 
Sharrer's  Zambesi  Traffic  Company  have  a  restaurant,  billiard 
room  and  bar,  and  the  African  Lakes  Corporation  have  a  mess 
house  for  their  workpeople.  Nearly  edl  the  inhabitants  of  Chinde 
get  their  meals  supplied  from  the  hotels  or  restaurants,  few  cater- 
ing for  themselves,  owing  to  the  trouble  in  procuring  provisions. 
In  Table  8  local  market  prices  of  live-stock  and  food-stuffs  are 
given.  Hotel  mess  prices  average  from  61,  to  71.  per  month. 
Travellers  are  accommodated  at  the  charge  of  12&  6(1  per  day,  at 
Murray's  Hotel,  the  principal  one  in  the  town.  The  prices  at 
other  hotels  are  somewhat  less. 

As  frequent  communications,  enquiring  for  names  of  British  Pnncipftl 
and  Portuguese  firms  at  Chinde,  have  been  received  at  this  Vice-  tetding 
Consulate,  I  append  a  list  of  them  in  Table  9.  bouses. 

The  number  and  carrying  capacity  of  the  trading  vessels  on  the  Tnuling 
river,  together  with  the  total  tonnage  carried  during  the  yeai*,  is  ^«~«^*  ^^ 
shown  on  Table  10.    Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  com-  "^^' 
piling  this  table,  since  some  of  the  companies  have  given  their 
tonnage  returns  by  weight,  while  others  have  shown  theirs  by 
measurement.    It  is  hoped  in  future  that  statistics  of  a  uniform 
scale  will  be  adopted. 

*    The  population  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Table  11  to  have  Population, 
decreased  since  1900,  owing   principally    to    some  firms  having 
dismissed  a  few  of  their  hands.     This  has  especially  been  the 
case  amongst  the  Portuguese.    At  one  time  there  were  18  ladies 
and  7  children  in  Chinde. 
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Bates  of 
wages. 

Tonnage  of 
carpo  to 
Chinde. 


The  rates  of  wages  will  be  found  on  Table  12,  and  doe^  not  vary 
much  from  the  rates  which  obtained  during  last  year. 

The  total  quantity  of  cargo  passing  through  Chinde  is  shown 
on  Table  13.  No  similar  table  haAang  appeared  previously,  it 
is  impossible  to  compare  last  year  with  1900. 

Table  1. — Value  of  Goods  passing  through  Portuguese  Custom- 
house during  the  Year  ended  .December  31,  1901. 


Imports  f rom— 

Poitugsl     

Otlier  eonntrias     

Exports  to— 

Portiigal     

Other  cofiiatrlM    .^ 
In  trsnsit  to  British  Cea- 

tral  AMca 

Be-aiMHrts  to  the  territories 

of  the  Conpsny  Xoeam- 

Uqne  and  Bxftisb  South 

Africa  Conpaa J  ... 

Total       


Ciineaeja 


SterUng. 


IMl. 


1901. 


66,8»,140  I 
198,468,826  ! 


11,187  10    6 
82,244  10    1 


122,100,800       20,851  12    8 
22,408,660  1       8,784    8    8 


88,100,660 


818,020^767 


758»081,742 


6,016  15    6* 


68,008    •    8 


126,488  12    6 


1900. 


11,710 
22,688 

86,064t 

...t 


69,412 


Dlffersiice. 


Increase. 


«     ».  d. 
9,60616    1 


Decrease. 


£      9.   d. 
672    9    • 

10,977  18  10 


•  Oatside  British  concession.  t  Not  separated  in  1900.  }  No  r 

Non.~Inolade8  goods  passing  through  flrom  QniUoane  to  Company  Mocamblque  territories, 
aadncsiMrM* 

Table  2. — ^Duties  on  Imports. 


Currencj.            | 

Sterling. 

Artioles. 



_                 1 

Portuguese. 

Foreign. 

Portuguese. 

Foreign. 

1 

Spirit- 
Common,  up  to  50*     . . 

Beis. 

Beis. 

#.      d. 

9.         d. 

169 

207 

0    6-86 

0    8-28 

Snperior,  orer  60^ 

BefiiMd,  cognac,  gin,  &c.       . . , 

330 

450 

11-2 

I    6 

276 

375 

0  11 

1    3 

Fine  wine,  liqueors        .  •         . . , 

11 

no 

0    0-44 

0    4-4 

Table  wines,  red  or  white 

1 

110 

0    004 

0    4-4 

Arms  for  natire  trading. . 

1,500 

1,500 

5    0             5    0 

Arms  of  precision 
Ammunition,  powder,  cartridges, 

3,500 

3,500 

11     8           11    8 

fta        

300 

300 

1    0 

1     0 

Tobacco-^ 

Oherooto  and  oigan    •  • 

150 

3,600 

0    6 

18    0 

Other  kinds  of  manufactured 

100 

3,600 

0    4 

12    0 

Silks         

260 

2,500 

0  10 

8    4 

Wocdlens 

70 

700 

0    2-8 

2    4 

Flannels   ••         

60 

600 

0    2-4 

2    0 

Stamped  cotton  gpods    •  • 

36 

350 

0    1-4 

1    2 

Bubber  goods 

60 

500 

0    2 

1    8 

Bell 

I              ® 

80 

0    0-82  1     0    8-2 

Per  cent.* 

Per  cent.* 

Per  cent.* 

Per  cent.* 

Clocks 

3 

25 

3 

25 

Gk)ods  not  specified  abore 

8 

10 

3 

10      ' 

•  Ad  valorem, 
NoTt.^Duties  are  calculated  on  the  basis  of  1  litre  for  liquids  and  1  kilo. ' 
for  others. 
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Table  3.— Duties  on  Exports. 


11 


Per  Cent,  ad  wUorom, 


Artiolet. 


Itott      ••         •• 

Bnbber 

Hippopotamus  teeth    ., 
Qtuns      ••         ••         •  • 

War        

Sesame  seed       .  •         .  • 
Other  seeds  and  grains. • 

Tobaeoo 

Other  arlioles  not  specified 


Table  4,— Showing  Principal  Items  of  Trade  and  Prices  of  an 
Indian  House. 


Imported  to  Chinde. 


Articles. 


Bioe 


ParaiBn 
OaUeo.. 
Timber 
Sugar  .. 
Ghee  •• 
Goor    •• 

Onrry  ingredients 
Atta    .. 
Hatches         •• 


From — 


Per- 


Prioeat 
Obinde. 


Rangoon  and  Bombay 

Batoum  rik  Bombaj 

Bombay 

Singapore  yik  Bombaj 

Mauritius  lik  Bombay 

Bombay 

Bombay      •  •         . . 

Bombay      •  •         •  • 

Bombay 

Norway  yift  Bombay 


Bag  of  aOO  lbs. 


Case 
Yard 
Foot 
Lb. 


Bag  of 
2  boxes 


200  lbs. 


£  s.  d, 

[0.18  0 
to 

0  15  0 

0  12  0 

0    0  2 

• 


0  0  4 
0^1  6 
0    0    5 

0  0 

1  10 
0    0 


7 
0 
1 


*  Various,  according  to  sise,  &c. 

NoTi.— Sugar  subject  to  Portuguese  tax  of  80  reis.  per  kilo,  (about  l^d,  porlb.) 
from  January  1, 1902. 

Exported  from  Chinde. 


Articles. 


Hippopotamus  teeth . . 
Bhmoceros  horns 


To- 


China  yi&  India 

India 

Oilseeds        Marseilles 

Ghroundnuts Marseilles 

Beans Durban  and  Lourenfo  Marques 

Rubber  London 

Wax London  and  Hamburg 
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Table  5.— Principal  Items  of  Trade  by  European  Houses. 


Articlet. 

Place  Imported  from— 

Bemarks. 

rimber^ 

Dealt,      flooring      and 
ceiling  txMurdt 

Natal 

Iron— 

• 

United  Kingdom      

G  to  12  feet  lengths 

United  Kingdom      

For  storing  rainwater 

Locka,  hingaa,  &c. 

United  Kingdom      .;.*     ... 

Door  and  window  ftuteners 

Enamelled  tinware 

United  Kingdom 

Oalraniaed  iron  buckcta 

United  Kingdom 

Clothing- 

liffht  flannel       

United  Kingdom 

Blue  aerge  (Iff^ht) 

Drill  and  dacks 

United  Kingdom      

Made  up  in  Chlade  by  Indian  tailors 

United  Kingdom 

KhaU        

United  Kingdom 

Undenrear          

United  Kingdom      

\  White,  light  in  texture  and  of  good  quality 
on  aoeount  of  wasliing 

llata  and  eapa— 

Hdmeta 

United  Kingdom,  India      ... 

1  Good  qualities 

Terala       

United  Kingdom      

:  Single  and  double 

Tweed  cape         

United  Kingdom 

Proiiaiona- 

Batter       ^       

Anatralia,  Holland.  Xorwaj 

Lard          

United  Kingdom 

Milk          

Switzerland 

Fmlte        

America         

Sell  well 

YegeUblea          

United  Kingdom 

Bacon  and  hams  ...       ... 

United  Kingdom,  America... 

SeUweil 

Fish           

United  Kingdom      

Saucea       

United  Kingdom      

Floor         

Hungary        

In  tins  of  7  or  14  lbs. 

„            ,,. 

Fortttgal        

In  barrels 

Potatoea    

Various          

and  waste  in  cooking 

Onions      

I^rge  demand 

Soap          

United  Kingdom      

Constant  demand,   toilet,   good   yellow, 
Sunlight  and  mottled 

Candles*    ^.       «.       ... 

United  Kingdom      

Constant  demand 

Paraflin     

America  and  Batoum 

Constant  demand 

Boots,  shoes  and  slippers 

United  Kingdom,  America... 

'      and  slippers,  in  demand 
BuTTOugbB  and  Welcome 

Medicines     

United  Kingdom      

Uqnors        

United  Kingdom      

Principally  whisky  and  brandy,  beers, 
good    sale,    Tennants    and    German, 

Guineas'  stout 

Minend  waters— 

fioda  and  seltzer 

United  Kingdom      

In  demand 

General- 

China        

United  Kingdom      

SmaU  demand 

Qlaasware 

United  Kmgdom      

Small  demand 

Bruahes,  Ac 

United  Kingdom      

SmaU  sale 
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Table  7. — Costs  of  Passengers  and  Freights  l)y  African  Lak&s 
Company  as  Agents  for  Eennie  Line. 

By  Ogban  Steamkhs. 


' 

Baggage 

Amount. 

Allowance  per 
Panenger. 

£    «. 

Feet. 

Ohinde  to  Durbftn— 

IsfcelftM         

3  10 

20 

Durban  to  London— 

IrtdaiB         

47  10 

20 

2nd  cIam        

31  17 

15 

Chinde  to  London- 
let  olau 
2nd  olaes 


42 
28 


20 
16 


Chinde  to  Katunga  . 
Katunga  to  Cbinac 


By  Rivkr  Steamers. 


Amount. 


£ 
9 

7 


Baggaoe  Allowance 
per  rassenger. 


Freight 
per  Ton. 


i  ton  or  10  feet,  by  weight  1 
or  measurement  . .   J 


£ 
6 
8 


Costs  of  Passengers  and  Freights  by  Deuss,  Teixeira  and  Co. 
as  Agents  for  D.O.A.  Line. 

By  Ocean  Steamers. 


I       Amount. 


I  «  '■ 
Chinde  to  Hamburgh 

IstdavB 49  10 

Sndclaas 83  16 

IHirban  to  Hamburg — 

Istohiae 47  0 

2ndclaM 31  5 

Srdolaae 18  16 

I 

•  Cabin. 


Transhipping  i 

at  Bar        |         Baggage 
or  Beira  for  Allowance. 

Chinde.       ' 


11 


£  «. 


2  10* 


1  lot 


1  cubic  metre 
(86  cubic  feet) 
per  passenger. 
£xcess  luggage 
21.  per  cubic 
metre. 


t  Deck. 
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Table  8.— Chinde  Local  Market  Prices  of  live-stock  and  Food- 
stuffs during  the  Year  1901. 


DeMiiptioiu 


PrioM. 


From- 


Cows 

Each.. 

Sheep 

II    •  • 

Ooftte 

II    •  •         • . 

Fowls 

Potatoes 

Per  lb. 

Duoks    .; 

-lEach.. 

Figs(natiYe) 

f »     •  •         •  • 

,1    cross-bred.. 

„    .. 

8  0 
0  16 
0    6 


1  10 


To- 


£    «. 

10  0 
0  18  0 
0  8  0 
0  0 
0    0 

0  1 

1  10 
3    0 


d. 
0 


9 
4 
6 
0 
0 


Table  9. — Principal  Trading  Houses  in  Chinde. 


Located  In. 


British  ooneeMlon  ... 
I 


\ 
Outer  oonoesilon-  ... 


Portugueee  town 


Names. 


i  NatioaAUty, 


Trade. 


'Afrfean   Lakes   Corporation,    Bridgh 
Limited 

Sharrer'8     Zambesi 
Company,  Limited 

African  International  Flotilla 
Company,  Limited 

British  Central  African  Tran- 
sit Company,  Limited 

Deosa,  Teixelra  and  Co. 

CompanhiaZambesia  ...  ~ 


TraflSc  >  British 


BrItUh 


■I 


General  meictaants  and  steam- 
I     diip  owners 


BriUsh 


German 
Portngnese  | 


j} 


Sieamship  owners 

General  merchants  and  steam- 
ship ownen 


fHogfa  Murray British 

l-ttuurer's    yiawbeiia    Traffic  .  British 
Comipany,  Limited 


f  Companhia  Zambesia  ... 

ICompanhia  Luabo 
Deuss,  Teizeira  and  Co. 
Jorge  de  Moctesuma  ... 
i  Gomes  Paiva     ...     .  ... 

Damador  Anax^ee 
Haji  Tib  Hiji  Selemani 


Isaac  Adam 


...  I  Portuguese 
...I  Portuguese 
...|  German  ... 
...!  Portuguese 
...  Portuguese 
...j  Indian  ... 
...i  Indian  ... 
...j  Indian 
...  Indian 


1  Hotel    keeper    and    general 
'/    merehanti 


General  merehants  and 
ship  owners 
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Table  11. — Populatiok— European,  Asiatic  and  African— Resident 
at  Chinde  and  on  Eiver  on  December  31,  1901. 


Nationality. 

Number. 

Total. 

1901. 

1900. 

iiritish           ••         ••         •. 

Portuguese 

Gennans       

08 
07 
12 

207 

100 
20 
20 

985§ 

218 

72 
12 
25 

1,250 

Britiah  Indiatuf      .. 

15» 

86t 

Chineee         

Zanaibari • 

PortugueM  natiyee  .. 
British  natiTee 

850 
85 

•  • 

Total         •• 

1,282 

1,677 

*  8  Hindoos,  12  ICohammedaQs. 
X  7  Hindoos,  78  Bf  ohammedans. 


t  Have  built  a  mosque. 
§  Approximatelj. 


Table  12. — ^Rates  of  Wages  during  the  Year  ended  December  31, 

1901. 


Desoription  of  Labour. 


BuTopean  skilled  labour 

Indiflin  and  Chinese  skiUed  labour 
Natire  smiths,  bricklayers,  carpenters,  &o. 

„      unskilled  labouren 

„      house  s«rrants         •  • 
In£an  and  Zanzibari  house  servants 


Per  Month— 

Remarks. 

1 

Prom—  ;     To— 

£    s.    \     £    «. 
12    0         25    0 
7    0         15    0 
10           2    0 
0    5.      0  10 
0    5           15 
10           8    0 

Without  food 

With  food 
»> 

9t 

Table  13. — ^Total  Quantity  of  Cargo  passing  through  Chinde,  and 
the  Nationality  of  the  Vessels  in  which  it  Arrived,  Supplied 
by  Portuguese  Custom-House.    . 


In— 

Quantitj. 

Portngiieee  Tessels 

German  Yesiiels 

British  vessels        

III! 

T6tal           

11,258 

(180) 
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Repmt  on  the  Trade  of  Quilimanefor  the  Year  1901 
Bj  Mr.  Acting  Vioe-Consul  Arthub  Frk. 

(Reoeired  at  Foreign  Office.  July  24, 1902.) 

The  depression  in  trade  in  this  town  and  district,  Tnub  And 
which  has  now  continued  for  several  years,  has  been  even  more  ^ 
marked  during  the  past  year.  Unless  a  change  for  the  better  sets 
in  shortly,  there  will  be  a  further  exodus  of  European  and  Indian 
merchants  from  Quilimane.  They  are  at  present  mostly  holding 
on  in  the  hope  of  a  possible  improvement,  and  they  are  also 
largely  influenced  by  the  difficulty  of  realising  the  amount  of  capital 
tUready  sunk  in  their  establishments. 

Table  No.  2  shows  a  decrease  in  imports  and  a  very  large 
decrease  in  exports  in  the  district  of  Zambesi,  amounting  together 
to  some  37,500/. 

The  rate  of  exchange  has  varied  between  6,400  to  7,000  rs.  to 
the  1/. 

The  increased  depression  this  year  is  due  to  the  failure  of  the 
crops,  owing  to  want  of  rain,  and  in  a  lesser  degree  to  the  follow- 
ing cause.  This  town  usually  supplies  the  Indian  merchants  of 
Imiambane  with  goods,  which  they  retail  to  the  natives.  The 
latter  have  been  unemployed  since  the  autumn  of  1899  (their 
work  is  chiefly  in  the  mines  of  the  Transvaal),  and  their  money 
having  come  to  an  end  after  a  year's  idleness,  this  trade  has 
ceased  for  the  time. 

Notwithstanding  the  serious  decrease  in  the  exports,  to  the 
extent  of  38  per  cent,  (vide  Table  No.  2),  the  falling-oft*  in  the 
imports  is  comparatively  slight,  being  only  8  per  cent,  (vide  Table 
No.  2).  The  explanation  of  this  is  that  the  Quilimane  custom  is 
to  place  in  Europe  orders  for  goods  nearly  a  year  before  they  arc 
required  here,  and  it  was  therefore  impossible  to  curtail  the  orders  as 
soon  as  the  decrease  in  the  local  demand  became  evident.  The 
result  is  seen  in  the  very  large  stocks  of  goods  now  filling  the 
merchants'  warehouses  in  QuiSmane,  and  a  heavy  money  loss  is 
the  outcome  of  this  improfitable  locldng  up  of  capital.  A  melan- 
cboly  proof  of  the  bad  state  of  business  is  afforded  by  the  four 
bankruptcies  and  two  lic^^uidations  which  have  occurred  during 
the  past  year  among  the  Indian  community.    The  lo&ses  thereby 
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incurred  have  fallen  to  some  extent  on  the  European  houses,  and 
they  have  led  to  the  exercise  at  present  of  greater  caution  in  the 
employment  of  capital,  the  tendency  now  being  to  keep  money  in 
hand  against  the  time  when  investments  may  be  made  with  less 
chance  of  loss. 
Import«.  The  principal  imports  in  the  order  of  their  value  are : — Calico 

from  India ;  glass  beads  from  Italy ;  calico  (of  better  quality)  and 
printed  handkerchiefs  from  Manchester;  coloured  woven  cotton 
handkerchiefs  and  shawls  from  Switzerland;  jams  and  other 
tinned  goods  from  the  United  Elingdom,  France  and  Portugal ; 
wines  from  Portugal;  timber  for  buildings  from  Norway;  and 
bricks  and  tiles  from  France. 

With  regard  to  Swiss  goods  these  are  costly  and  of  good 
quality ;  their  sale,  therefore,  depends  largely  on  the  state  of 
prosperity  prevalent  in  the  locality. 

The  jams  and  tinned  goods  supplied  from  Portugal  are  of 
inferior  quality  to  those  of  British  and  French  preparation.     Con- 
siderable improvement,  however,  is  shown  in  the  products  of  one 
Portuguese  firm. 
Kiporu.  The    striking   decrease    in    exports,    incidentally    mentioned 

above,  requires  attention.  The  rubber  and  beeswax,  exported 
in  1901,  were  well  up  to  the  average;  the  falling -off  was 
in  copra  and  groundnuts,  of  which  the  shipments  dwindled  to 
utter  insignificance.  This  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  famine,  dealt 
with  below,  in  consequence  of  which  the  natives  were  driven  to 
consume  these  crops  instead  of  their  usual  food.  Unfortunately 
some  of  the  consequences  of  the  famine  will  continue,  and  the 
copra  harvest  will  be  reduced,  as  the  natives  were  forced  to  eke 
out  their  scanty  food  by  cutting  down  hundreds  of  cocoanut  palms 
and  eating  the  "  heart."  The  palms  thus  destroyed  were  of  various 
ages,  and  as  a  palm  does  not  beai*  fruit  for  seven  years,  several 
years  will  elapse  before  the  damage  is  repaired. 
Shipping  and  The  number  of  vessels  entering  this  port  has  decreased  in 
naTigatum.  jgQi  fey  33  vessels,  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  ot  21,887  tons  (vide 
Table  No.  3). 

Tlie  total  has,  moreover,  been  factitiously  swelled  by  three 
dhows  sailing  between  Quilimane  and  Chinde  every  two  or  three 
weeks  during  the  period  under  re\iew. 

The  Aberdeen  line  has  endeavoured  to  maintain  their  service 
to  this  port,  but  with  results  so  discouraging  that  it  is  probable 
they  will '  either  abandon  the  attempt  or  reduce  the  number  of 
calls  even  below  the  present  average.  This  is  the  more  to  be 
deplored  in  that  it  is  the  only  British  line  that  comes  here  at  all. 
The  Deutsche  Ost- Af rika  Linie  have  cut  down  their  service  to  one 
(intermediate)  steamer  a  month. 

The  Messageries  Maritimes  have  ceased  calling  here  altogether. 

The  landing  arrangements  are  considerably  improved;  there 
ar6  now  six  iron  lighters  with  a  capacity  of  from  30  to  65  tons 
each,  and  also  some  large  wooden  barges  from  India  taking  about 
40  tons  a-piece. 

The  buoys  and  leading  marks  for  the  channel  are  well  kept  up 
and  the  beacon  is  in  good  order. 
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The  bar  has  not  changed. 

During  the  year  three  new  industries  were  introduced,  viz.,  ^o'^'"*"**- 
rice  growing,   the   manufacture  of    fibre   and   the   distillation   of 
alcohol. 

Rice  growing  was  undertaken  by  the  Companhia  da  Zambezia 
on  its  extensive  pra^os,  and  has  proved  highly  successful  from  the 
agricultural  point  of  view ;  it  still  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the 
financial  results  are  satisfactory.  The  rice  grows  freely  under  the 
eminently  suitable  conditions  of  soil  and  climate,  and  there  is  a 
considerable  local  demand  for  it,  but  it  has  to  compete  with  Indian 
rice  which  is  placed  on  the  market  at  a  low  price,  leaving  a  very 
small  margin  for  profit. 

The  production  of  fibre  from  the  husk  of  the  cocoanut  has  also 
been  begun  by  the  same  company.  The  raw  material  is  sufficiently 
abundant,  the  machinery  is  good  and  was  purchased  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  When  finished,  the  fibre  is  subjected  to 
hydraulic  pressure  and  is  made  up  in  neat  bales  bound  with 
hoop  iron,  each  weighing  about  450  lbs.  It  is  shipped  to 
Hamburg  for  sale ;  at  the  time  of  writing  the  prices  realised  are 
not  known.  The  principal  factor  against  success  is  the  high 
freight  from  Quilimane  to  Europe  in  comparison  with  the  some- 
what low  value  of  the  article,  and  it  ^ill  probably  be  necessary  to 
keep  down  the  average  cost  of  production  by  turning  out  large 
quantities,  if  it  is  to  pay. 

The  distillation  of  alcohol  from  sugar  cane  was  first  tried  by 
the  Companhia  do  Boror  in  1901,  though  they  erected  the  buildings 
and  purchased  the  machinery  from  Germany  in  the  previous  year. 
The  alcohol  produced  was  sent  to  Louren9o  Marques,  and  was  sold 
at  too  low  a  price  to  prove  remunerative,  taking  into  account  the 
heavy  excise  duty  levied  in  Portuguese  East  Africa.  The  market 
to  which  the  management  had  looked  to  recoup  their  outlay  with 
profit  was  the  Transvaal,  and  they  especially  reckoned  on 
the  native  demand  there.  As  the  war  has  prevented  the 
entrance  of  the  alcohol  into  the  Transvaal,  and  the  annexation 
will  doubtless  permanently  stop  its  sale  to  the  native  population, 
this  anticipated  market  is  lost ;  and  as  it  would  not  prove  remune- 
rative to  sell  it  in  Europe  at  European  prices,  it  appeai-s  that 
the  venture  will  have  to  be  given  up  and  the  company  will 
have  to  find  some  other  means  of  utilising  their  valuable  con- 
cessions. 

There  remain  for  remark  two  old  industries,  viz.,  brick  making 
and  the  manufacture  of  soap. 

The  former  is  another  of  the  industries  introduced  by  Mr. 
Machado,  the  managing  director  of  the  Companhia  da  Zambezia. 
It  is  in  a  decidedly  flourishing  condition,  and,  though  subject  to 
fluctuations  vsnying  with  the  local  demand,  tends  to  a  steady 
increase.  This  industry  has  already  considerably  encroached  on 
the  trade  previously  done  here  in  bricks  and  tiles  from  Marseilles. 
The  locally-made  bricks,  though  wanting  the  finish  of  the 
European-made  article,  are  neveitheless  in  great  and  increasing 
demand  from  their  comparative  cheapness  (2/.,  as  against  8/.  or  9/.) 
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and  they  are  now  generally  used  for  ordinary  purposes,  the  French 
bricks  being  employed  for  work  requiring  those  of  specially  good 
quality. 

The  rate  of  wages  remains  at  the  old  level,  and  may  be  stated 
as :  native  artisans  1^.  per  diem,  native  labourers  Is.  6d.  per  week 
with  food. 
Public  hetlth.  The  general  health  of  the  European  and  Indian  population  has 
been  up  to  the  general  level ;  the  average  number  of  deaths 
occurred  mostly  from  bilious  fever,  but  there  has  been  no  epidemic 
among  these  classes.  The  hospital  is  £is  admirably  managed  as 
formerly,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  all  concerned.  The  draining 
of  the  town  is  also  making  steady  if  somewhat  slow  progress. 
The  condition  of  the  native  population,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
been  exceedingly  bad,  and  the  mortality  amongst  them  during  the 
past  year  is  without  precedent  in  recent  years.  Two  causes  have 
contributed  to  this  melancholy  state  of  affairs — the  nrst  and  least 
important  being  an  outbreak  of  small-pox  of  unusual  severity,  which 
is  always  prevalent  but  is  seldom  so  serious ;  the  second  was  the 
famine.  Owing  to  the  want  of  rain  the  crops  of  groundnuts,  maize, 
cassava,  beans,  sweet  potatoes,  rice  and  gourds,  on  which  the 
natives  subsist,  failed  almost  completely.  The  people  fell  back  to 
some  extent  on  copra  and  even  the  edible  part  of  thecocoanutpalm, 
as  the  famine  was  so  severe,  but  in  the  absence  of  any  official 
statistics  it  is  impossible  Ix)  compute  the  number  of  victims.  It 
is  certain,  however,  that  many  thousands  perished.  Some  private 
persons  attempted  to  relieve  the  distress  visible  in  the  town  itself; 
subscriptions  were  made  and  some  rice  distributed,  but  it  was 
obviously  quite  beyond  the  power  of  any  body  of  private  persons 
to  deal  effectually  with  a  calamity  of  such  magnitude. 

A  light  railway  between  Quilimane  and  Maquival,  some  18 
miles  in  all,  has  been  constructed  by  the  OompanMa  da  Zambezia. 
The  railway  plant  (lines,  engines  and  rolling-stock)  is  of  German 
manufacture.  It  appears  to  be  of  somewhat  too  light  a  character 
and  will  require  frequent  repairs.  The  line  should  be. carried 
further  into  the  interior,  but,  as  far  as  it  goes,  it  serves  a  useful 
purpose ;  there  are  four  trains  a-week  out  and  back  and  they  csxry 
passengers  and  goods ;  the  chief  object  of  the  line,  however,  is  to 
assist  in  the  development  of  the  company's  properties. 

The  telegraph  line  to  Chiromo  is  now  completed,  and  by  that 
means  Quilimane  is  in  communication  with  Europe.  The  line  is 
better  constructed  than  is  usual  in  this  province,  and  the  poles  are 
of  iron. 

The  Arsenal  continues  to  render  valuable  services  to  the  com- 
munity in  return  for  a  small  charge  for  work  done  ;  it  now  supplies 
ice  at  the  rate  of  3d.  per  lb. 

In  reviewing  the  present  state  of  trade  at  thisi  port  and  in  the 
district,  and  the  prospects  for  the  near  future,  it  is  impossible  to 
avoid  the  conclusion  that  under  the  present  conditions  the  firms 
which  still  remain  will  sooner  or  later  have  to  succumb.  The 
transit  business  has  entirely  left  Quilimane  for  Chinde ;  and  the 
crops  grown  in  the  district,  which  alone  afford  the  material  for 
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exports,  decrease  every  year.  The  dying  out  of  native  agricultun^ 
can,  in  my  opinion,  never  be  counterbalanced  by  European  culti- 
vation of  the  soil  by  means  of  black  hired  labour,  too  much 
supervision  is  required  for  this  to  be  profitable.  The  best 
prospects  for  Quilimane  lie  in  agriculture  by  the  natives  being 
promoted,  or  in  the  restoration  of  Quilimane  to  its  old  posi- 
tion as  the  port  of  the  Zambesi  valley.  This  latter  could 
be  effected  either  by  the  construction  of  a  canal  from 
Quilimane  to  the  Zambesi  proper  (which  would  not  present  serious 
difficulties,  as  there  is  already  a  natural  channel  which  renders 
communication  possible  during  the  rains),  or  by  the  building  of  u 
railway  to  the  Euo  to  connect  with  a  British  railway  thence 
to  the  Lake  District.  In  this  event  Quilimane  with  its  good  bar, 
possible  to  vessels  of  4,000  tons  burden,  would  quickly  recover  its 
former  importance  as  the  emporium  of  Central  Africa,  and'  would 
enter  upon  a  fresh  lease  of  life  and  assured  prosperity. 

Table  1. — ^Customs  Receipts  at  Quilimane  during  the 
Year  1901. 


Amount. 

bCFOHt. 

£ 

Import  dutiei  pttid  on  goocU  from  ^ortttgil      ^    .. 
„             „               ^           other  ooimtfies.. 

251 

11,827 

EXFOBT. 

dttliet 

682 

i-hooM     •• 

Total  reo«ipts  of  the  ontton 

12.780 

Table  2.— Showing  Value  of  Goods  Imported  to  and  Exported 
from  the  District  of  Zambesi  during  the  Years  1900-01. 

Tear. 

Value. 

Imports. 

Sxports. 

!         78,587 
45,697 

Total. 

1900 

1901 

£ 
117,987 
108,397 

£ 

191,674 
154,094 

Quilimane  only — 
1901 

l»,920 

20,923 

79,843 
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Table  3. — Seturn  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Quilimane  during 

the  Tear  1901. 


Sailing. 
Number 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 
8 

Vessels. 

28,178 

Vessels. 

British     .. 

174 

19 

22 

23,347 

Grermaa  . .          •  • 

, , 

, , 

87 

44.977 

37 

44.977 

French    . . 

, , 

. , 

6 

4,104 

6 

4,104 

Portuffueie 

16 

847 

.. 

16 

847 

Arab 

79 

6^646 -6 

79 

6,646-6 

Norwegian 

1 

1,160 

•• 

•■ 

1 

1,160 

Total   .. 

98 

8,817  -6 

62 

72,264 

160 

81,071  -6 

„      1900     .. 

74 

10,689 

119 

92,870 

198 

102,969 

,.     1889     .. 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

144 

76.928 

Increase  against 

1899.. 

, , 

. . 

.. 

.. 

16 

4,148-6 

1900.. 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•  • 

88 

21,887-4 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Oporto  for  the  Year  1901 
By  Mil  Acting-Consul  Gbant. 

(Beoeired  at  Foreign  Office,  Augast  11, 1902.) 

Taking  the  figures  (the  last  officially  published)  for  1898,  1899  o^P^Jto^"*^ 
and  1900  it  will  be  seen  that  the  trade  of  Oporto,  both  inward  and  to^^  ^i 
outward,  amounts,  roughly  speaking,  to  about  one-third  of  that  of  the  whole 
whole  kingdom  of  Portugal,  including  the  Islands  of  Madeira  and  kingdom, 
the  Azores,  though,  of  course,  this  proportion  does  not  hold  good  in 
each   separate  article;  e.g,y  Lisbon  exports   more    cork  than   the 
rest  of  the  kingdom,  and  on  the  other  hand  more  wine  goes  from 
Oporto  than  from  the  other  wine-exporting  centres.     With  regard 
to  exports  it  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  cotton  goods  which 
are    exported   to    Africa,  though   chiefly   manufactured    in    the 
northern  district,  are  for  the  most  part  exported  through  Lisbon. 

Table  showing  proportion  of  Oporto  Trade  to  that  of  the  whole 
Kingdom  during  the  Years  1898-1900. 

Imports. 


Valtto  In  Oontos.*          • 

Qeneral  Trade  of  the  Conntrj. 

Trade  of  Oporto. 

1898. 

1809. 

1900. 

1898. 

1899.     1      1900. 

Valne  of  gold  and  gilrer  in 

ban  or  bullion 

Vahie  of  the  varioua  goods     ... 

2,196*8 
48,626*9 

898*1 
60,624-7 

462-2 
69,789-6 

139 -4 
16.678-7 

176-3  !        238*6 
18,628*9      22,028*2 

Total 

60,822*7 

61,622*8  j   60.221-7  |    16.718-1 

18,806*2      22,261*8 

Exports. 


• 

General  Trade  of  the 

Value  in  Oontos.* 
Country,  j             Trade  of  Oporto. 

1898.      \      1899.           1900.      !      1898. 

1899.      ,      1900. 

Valae  of  gold  and  Bllver  in 

baiB  or  bullion 

Value  of  the  various  goods     . .. 

1 

2,079  1        1,216*2 

81,127-9      28,816-9 

1,636-2           290*7 
30,927-8      11,694*2 

1              , 

167-1  ,        170*1 
9,931-4  '   10,166-8 

Total 

83,207*0      30,062*1 

32,664*0  '    11.834*9 

10.098-6  ,   10,336-9 

*  1  conto  at  the  present  ezohange  is  worth  about  174(.  As  was  explained  last  year,  the  flgures 
are  given  in  currency,  it  being  impossible,  owing  to  the  constant  tluz  and  reflux  of  the  exchange,  to 
ilx  any  proper  arerage  rate  for  the  period  comprised  in  the  table. 
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Tndeof  With  regard  to  the  Oporto  trade  for  1901,  its  volume  was 

^^porto.  somewhat  less    both  in  imports  and  exports,  than  that  of  the 

previous  year.     In  the  former  case  the  diminution  was  chiefly  in 

cotton,  maize  and  wheat,  and  in  the  latter  in  yarns,  tissues,  &c. 

(owing  to  the  crisis  in  cotton  mill  industry),  and  in  wine. 

It  may  be  here  stated  that  although  there  has  been  this  retro- 
gression in  the  volume,  trade  itself  has  been  remarkably  healthy, 
and  but  few  failures  have  occurred  for  a  considerable  time  past, 
and  none  of  any  importance. 

Such  full  tables  were  given  last  year  of  the  quantities  of  the 
principal  articles  of  import  and  export  that  it  is  not  thought 
necessaiy  to  go  into  such  minute  particulars  on  the  present  occasion, 
and  this  report  will,  therefore,  be  confined  to  the  notice  of  such 
articles  only  as  may  seem  to  call  for  especial  notice.  In  the 
absence  of  official  data  the  various  figures  are  taken  from  the  year 
book  of  the  Gonmiercial  Association. 


Declared  Value  of  Imports  and  Exports  for  the  Years 
1899-1901. 


Articles. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

ExporU. 

Milreis. 

Milreis. 

Milreis. 

Milreis. 

MUrds.    ' 

MUkIs. 

1 

Animals,  slire 

696 

6,342 

2,463 

3,009 

],93(j 

1,000 

11 

Baw  material  for  use 

in  arts  and  inda^tnes 

9,083,689 

654,924 

10.879,868 

748,262 

10,668,919 

762,522 

111 

Yarns,    timues,  felts, 
and      manufactures 

i 

thereof          

2,084,408 

787,928 

2,270,647 

674,400 

2,286,572  , 

371,400 

IV 

6,146,574 

8,285,528 

6,067,482 

8,492,796 

6,388,585  ' 

8,186,067 

V 

Apparatus,       instru- 
ments,     machinery 
and  implements  em- 
ployed   in    science, 
arts,     industry  and 

aKTicultare ;     arms, 

1,181,541 

8,677 

1,464,666 

8,659 

1,360,107 

8,043 

VI 

Miscellaneous    manu- 

factures         

1,299,678 

355,204 

1,684,048 

406,811 

1.573,860 

333,291 

Tares    

Total 

58,751 
18,805,232 

10,098,598 

43,149 

... 

38,109 

... 

22,261,803 

10,335,927 

21,209,680 

9.612,313 

NoTK. — See  note  on  psge  3  as  to  impracticability  of  conyersion  into  sterling.  At  the  present 
exchange  the  abore  totals  in  their  order  from  left  to  ri^ht  would,  respectlrely,  represent 
3,271,3262.  16«.  5d.,  1,756,7352.  5f.  7d.,  3,872,6262.  2».  lid.,  ],798,020{.  12s.  9<f.,  3,688,5832.  8#.  9r2.  and 
1,672,1412.  19«. 


Cotton. 


Cotton  from 
Portuguofe 
West  Afric*. 


Petroleum. 


Owing  to  the  state  of  the  cotton  industry,  referred  to  later, 
there  has  been  a  decrease  of  over  1,000  tons  in  the  import  of 
cotton.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that  some  cotton, 
though  not  yet  in  very  large  quantities,  is  imported  here  from 
Portuguese  West  Africa,  and  is  said  by  the  manufacturers  to  be 
first-class  of  its  kind. 

There  was  the  considerable  increase  of  2,756  tons  of 
petroleum  over    1900,  which  was   652    tons   over   the  previous 


year.      This    large    advance  in   1901 
portation    made    by    firms    here    in 


was    due    to    heavy    im- 
anticipation    of  a    petro- 
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leum  trust  which  commenced  to  operate  at  the  beginning  of 
this  year,  but  has  just  come  to  an  end  after  six  months'  exist- 
ence. 

Large  quantities  of  codfish  from  Newfoundland  are  imported  Codfiih  from 
into  Oporto,  not  only  for  its  own  consumption  but  also  for  distribu-  ?!J^^"'^^" 
tion  in  the  northern  and  eastern  provinces.     The  various  circum- 
stances bearing  on  this  trade  have  been  reported  on  on  previous 
occasions,  and  nothing  occurs  to  me  that  can  be  said  on  the  subject 
except  perhaps  to  point  out  again  the  disadvantage  of  the  British  Preferential 
shipper,  as  compared  with  the  Norwegian,  by  reason  of  the  pre-  f^^y 
ferential  duty  in  favour  of  the  latter  of  about  Sd.  to  lOd.  per  cwt.  n^^L 
according  to  the  rate  of  exchange.  fish. 


Imports  for  the  last  six  years. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Newfoundland. 

Norway. 

Total. 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

Cwts. 
202,168 
144,466 
129,240 
125,214 
179,998 
202,731 

Cwta. 
99,100 
126,820 
74,729 
53,748 
76,930 
98,687 

Cwts. 
301,268 
270,286 
203,969 
178,962 
256,928 
296,418 

Various  reasons  have  been  given  for  the  steady  decrease  in  the  Sugar, 
importation  of  sugar  from  the  United  Kingdom,  the  chief  being 
the  import  from  Grermany  of  a  low  grade  beet  sugar  known 
in  the  trade  by  the  name  of  "gravel,"  which,  nevertheless,  is 
replacing  the  centrifugal  sugars  from  Liverpool  and  Gla.sgow. 
The  importation  of  these  British  sugars  has  also  been  restricted 
by  the  uncertain  way  in  which  sugars  are  classified  in  the  custom- 
house here. 

Table  showing  Quantities  and  Countries  of  Origin  of  the  Sugar 
Imported  in  the  under-mentioned  Years. 


Quantity. 

Country. 

-      - 

- 

-  --      -" 

- 

* 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 
Tons. 

1901. 

Tons.     1 

TonR. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Germany 

AaBtria-Hungary          

8,451      ! 

4,660 

8,660 

8,028 

8,.'MZ 

6,823 

62     1 

68 

114 

34 

1,183 

l,3fc9 

Belgium 

881     1 

26 

1,866 

2,212 

1,879 

1,667 

Brarll        

4ai    1 

766 

272 

146 

18 

48 

Franoe      

768     ' 

718 

494 

411 

749 

720 

Holland     

242     1 

61 

786 

1,861 

1,239 

666 

United  Kingdom ... 

6,416 

4,902 

4,218 

8,040 

2,609 

914 

1 

•ions      ...        ...       

... 

17 

1           »7 

96 

266 

1 

89 

86 

'           11 

177 

Totia         

12,006      1 

11,094 

10,862 

10,217 

1    11,862 

11,400 
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Sice. 


Falling^ff 
in  imporU 
from  the 
United 
Kingdom. 


It  is  not  so  very  long  ago  that  all  the  rice  for  the  north  of 
Portugal  came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  chiefly  from  London. 
Germany  became  a  strong  competitor,  and  gradually  obtfuned 
tlie  trade  in  this  article,  till  at  last  the  quantity  coming  from 
Germany  is  several-fold  greater  than  that  from  the  United 
Bangdom. 

The  figures  for  the  last  three  years  (obtained  at  the  custom- 
house), are  as  follows  : — 


Quantity. 

Year. 

United 
Kingdom. 

1809        

1900        

1901        

Tons. 
4,965 
2,642 
2,514 

Tons. 

7,161 

10,667 

10,427 

Textilas. 


Fancy  sepbTTS 
and  Oxfords 
produced  in 
the  coimtry. 


Improvement 
in  print 
works. 


Otrej  shirtings 
for  bleaching 
and  finishing 
in  country. 


Woollen 
goods. 


As  the  rice  is  quoted  c.i.f.  here  it  is  not  possible  in  Oporto 
to  ascertain  how  far  the  view  is  coiTCct  that  the  advantage  gained 
and  retained  by  Bremen  and  Hamburg  over  London  is  due  to  the 
lower  charges  at  the  former  ports,  as  compared  with  the  port  of 
London. 

The  following  remarks  are  not  based  on  statistics,  none 
being  available.  They  are  the  result  of  inquiries  made  amcHigst 
reliable  persons  conversant  with  the  various  trades. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  during  the  last  year  there  has  been  a 
falling-off  in  the  importation  of  textiles  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
this  being  especially  the  case  in  regard  to  white  bleached  goods 
and  printed  and  dyed  cottons ;  at  the  same  time  it  would  appeajr 
that  these  goods  have  not  been  coming  from  Germany  and 
France. 

I  have  been  informed  that  several  factories  have  turned  their 
attention  to  the  production  of  fancy  Oxfords  and  zephyrs,  and 
having  ordered  out  new  machinery  (some  of  which  is  British), 
they  are  turning  out  superior  work,  which  naturally  causes  a 
diminution  in  the  purchase  of  these  kinds  of  goods  from  abroad. 

Also,  the  difierent  print  works  (some  of  which  employ  British 
foremen)  have  been  producing  a  higher  class  of  work  than  they 
did  formerly ;  it  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  all  the  better 
classes  of  cloths  which  are  used  for  printing  are  still  being 
imported  from  Lancashire. 

In  calicoes  proper,  some  trade  has  been  done  in  grey  shirtings 
of  extra  good  qualities  and  unfinished  intended  for  bleaching  and 
finishing  in  the  country,  British  machines  being  used  and  in  some 
cases  British  foremen  employed;  this  has  led  to  the  collapse  of 
the  trade  in  finished  white  goods.  . 

A  certain  quantity  of  lustre  goods  for  ladies'  wear  has  been 
coming  from  Bradford  and  the  Continent,  but  all  heavy  coatings 
are  made  in   the  country  and  not  now  imported  except  some 
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special  qualities  which  are  sent  to  Lisbon  chiefly  for  uniforms. 
These  came  from  Germany,  because,  so  it  is  said,  they  have  a 
better  finish  than  the  Leeds  make.  * 

The  regular  qualities  of  yarns  that  have  been  imported  from  the  Yarni. 
United  Kingdom  are  the  usual  sewing  cottons  and  polished  yarns. 
Lately,  some  very  fine  qualities  of  cotton  varn  have  been  cleared  in 
fair  quantities  from  Germany  which  are  said  to  be  of  excellent 
quality  and  intended  for  the  hosiery  and  woollen  manufacturers. 
It  is  stated  here  among  the  trade  that  Biitish  spinners  are  being 
beaten  in  producing  these  very  fine  and  superior  yarns  which  were 
formerly  considered  to  be  their  own  speciality.  In  woollen  yarns  it 
Ijiis  been  noticed  that  the  qualities  passing  through  the  custom-house 
are  braid  yarns  of  medium  class  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
botony  yams  of  the  finest  and  best  wool  from  Germany  for  use  in 
the  hosiery  trade. 

A  certain  quantity  of  shoddies,  laps  and  tops  has  been  imported  Shoddies,  laps 
for  the  woollen  trade,  though  it  is  stated  to  have  been  under  the  *"      ^*' 
average,  as  Spanish  merino  wools  are  not  now  quite  so  dear  as 
formerly,  and  are,  therefore,  preferred  by  the  manufacturers. 

In  engines,  boilers  and  mjwhinery,  again,  I  have  no  figures,  ?Jip"*'  , 
but,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  United  Kingdom  seems  to  macMnery. 
be  doing  the  larger  part  of  the  trade,  though  I  have  been  informed 
that  tubular  boilers  have  been  coming  from  France  and  Germany, 
and  from  the  latter  country  some  good  and  most  economical  engines, 
with  all  the  latest  improvements.  Switzerland  has  also  been 
sending  some  machines,  of  high-class  workmanship  and  finisli, 
principally  for  flour  mills. 

Perhaps,  the  most  notable  circumstance  connected  with  viti-  Hxporu. 
culture  is  the  so-called  "  crisis  of  abundance "  from  which  wine-  Wine, 
growers  in  some  districts  have  been  suifering.  A  great  deal  has 
been  written  on  the  subject,  and  many  suggestions  made ;  at  one 
time  the  idea  was  seriously  put  forward  that  further  vine-planting 
should  be  prohibited  by  law,  and  that  some  of  the  existing  vine- 
yards should  be  destroyed  in  order  that  the  land  might  be  used 
for  the  cultivation  of  grain  or  other  produce. 

Some  measures  which  were  promulgated  by  Government,  and 
which  were  supposed  to  aid  agriculture,  do  not  appear  to  have 
given  much  satisfaction  to  either  wine  growers  or  shippers.  This 
"crisis  of  abundance,"  which  produced  much  lamentation  about  a 
year  ago,  seems  likely  to  pass  sooner  than  was  expected.  Farmers 
and  shippers,  no  doubt,  suflFer  in  the  meantime ;  the  former,  because 
there  has  been  more  wine  than  was  required  for  export,  local  con- 
sumption and  the  manufacture  of  brandy,  and  the  latter  from  extra 
<^xpenses  in  attempting  to  increase  his  sales,  and  keener  competition. 

The  first  real  suSerers  are  found  to  be  those  farmers  in  the 
Douro  district  whose  wines  are  not  really  of  fine  quality,  but  yet 
cost  two  or  three  times  as  much  to  produce  as  wines  from  the 
south  of  Portugal,  which,  although  of  a  different  type,  yet  for 
many  purposes  compete  with  them.  With  regard  to  this  latter  type, 
the  Presj  continue  to  advise  its  export  to  the  United  Kingdonrand 
other  countries,  but  after  consnltation  with  a  number  of  experts,  I 
see  no  reason  to  depart  from  the  opinion  already  stated,  viz.,  that 
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Vintage  of 
1900. 


Vintage  of 
1901. 


Vintage  years. 


Pit.- wood. 


for  the  present  these  wines  (of  a  claret  nature)  are  quite  unfit 
for  profitable  export  to  the  United  Kingdom.  This  opinion  was 
confirmed  by  what  occurred  a  short  time  ago  when  some  200  pipes^ 
belonging  to  various  owners,  were  sent  to  London  for  sale  by 
public  auction.  When  the  report  of  this  sale  was  first  received, 
it  was  stated  in  the  Press  that  the  farmers  who  shipped  the  wine 
had  reason  to  he  satisfied  with  the  adventure,  but  on  looking  over 
the  list  of  prices  at  which  the  wines  were  knocked  down,  these 
pagans  would  seem  to  be  somewhat  out  of  place.  In  no  case  did 
the  wine  fetch  more  than  it  would  have  yielded  to  the  farmer 
had  it  been  made  into  brandy,  and  in  most  cases,  the  sale  resulted 
in  al)Solnte  loss  to  the  farmer  or  shipper,  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
sale  having  amounted  to  a  few  shillings  per  pipe  of  115  gallons. 
It  is  even  asserted  that  in  one  or  two  instances  the  owner  of  the 
wine  not  only  did  not  receive  a  single  farthing  for  it,  but  was 
called  upon  to  make  up  the  balance  of  expenses.  It  must  also 
be  borne  in  mind  that  this  "  crisis  of  abundance  "  complained  of 
here  does  not  obtain  in  Portugal  only,  and  that  there  has  of  late 
been  a  sensible  fall  in  the  price  of  Bordeaux  clarets.  The  reason 
\vi)y  it  was  stated  above  that  the  crisis  is  likely  to  pass  sooner 
than  Mas  anticipated  is  that  prices  of  brandy  and  common 
(consumo)  wine  have  already  advanced  considerably,  and  should 
the  forthcoming  vintage  really  be  as  short  in  quantity  as  the 
pessimists  say  it  will  be,  they  will  probably  rise  more,  though  bad 
quality  is  likely  to  restrict  the  demand. 

The  Douro  wines  of  the  1900  crop  generally  have  turned 
out  satisfactorily,  though  a  few  are  said  to  be  slightly  tainted  by 
rotten  grapes  owing  to  insufficient  care  in  picking.  Nearly  all  the 
important  shipping  firms  here  offered  it  as  a  "  vintage,"  and  it 
seeni!?  to  have  been  well  received  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
wines  are  fresh  and  of  good  flavour,  though  perhaps  slightly 
lacking  in  body.  Vintnge  ports  evidently  continue  in  good  demand 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  good  specimens  of  old  vintage  wines 
command  remunerative  prices. 

The  1901  wines  appear  likely  to  be  very  similar  to  those  of  1900, 
but  it  seems  now  generally  agreed  that  they  have  the  shortcomings  of 
that  vintage  in  a  more  marked  degree,  most  of  them  being  want- 
ing in  colour,  while  they  have  not  the  same  fresh  and  healthy 
flavour.  The  failure  of  this  last  wine  is  generally  ascribed  to  the 
rain  which  fell  immediately  before  the  vintage. 

It  was  the  practice  formerly  lor  the  principal  shippers  to  come 
to  a  sort  of  informal  understanding  as  to  the  years  when  crops 
were  to  be  shipped  as  "vintage"  wines.  This  combined  action 
seems  now  to  have  fallen  into  disuse,  with  the  result  that  buyers 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  receiving  conflicting  opinions  about  the 
merits  of  a  particular  vintage  are  apt  to  be  placed  in  a  state  of 
perplexity  as  to  what  course  to  pursue  in  regard  to  their  purchases, 
a  perplexity  which,  in  time,  cannot  fail  to  pass  on  to  the  individual 
customers. 

Assisted  by  cheap  freights,  the  pit-wood  trade  continues  to  be 
cariied  on  in  increasing  quantities.     Steamers  bringing  coal,  which 
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<lue8  to  leave  in  ballast  for  Bilbao  or  Huelva,  now  load  pit-wood 
chiefly  for  Cardiff;  quantities  exported ;  1899,  5,765  tons ;  1900, 
52,158  tons ;  1901,  61,240  tons,  and  for  the  first  half  of  the  present 
year,  42,105  tons. 

The  crisis  in   the   cotton  industry  shows  no   sign   as  yet  of  Cotton 
subsiding,  the  export  trade  to   the  Portuguese  African  Colonies  *°^"**^- 
being  pr«bctically   at  a  standstill  for  the  present.    Some  of  the  mill 
owners  attempted  a  short  time  ago  to  form  a  trust  with  the  object 
of  keeping  up  prices,  but  the  scheme  collapsed. 

Table  showing  Dividends  paid  in  recent  Years  by  Portuguese 
Cotton  Mills  (Joint-Stock  Companies). 

Per  cent. 


Name  of  MUl.         i 

—  — 

-  -     - 





1898. 

1894. 

1896. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900, 

1901. 

Crettuma      

6 

7 

8 

H 

eT" 

7 

7 

None 

Oulmartei     

None 

9 

IS 

8 

15 

1*     , 

,, 

Porfeaeiue      

10 

12 

15 

15 

12 

15 

10    ! 

ff 

F»fe     

6 

... 

7 

10 

10 

It 

Bio  Aue         

3 

5 

6 

6 

...•  ' 

4 

Salffoeine      

3 

8 

8 

8 

"i 

...t 

None 

Teddoe  do  Porto      ... 

8 

10 

10 

8 

10 

10 

ft 

8 
6 

10 
10 

10 

10 
10 

10 
10 

10 
10 

10 

4 
None 

Lieboneneel 

m 

8 

10 

8 

10 

10 

tt 

Oriental)       

... 

None 

6 

None 

8 

9 

tt 

Thomarj        

• 

6 

8 

7 

7 

8 

8 

None 

XabPBgae:      

8 

8 

5 

6 

1       10 

10 

ti 

*6 

Indoscrial      

... 

... 

12 

1        8 

7 

7 

8 

4 

None 

Carado          

... 

i  - 

5 

8 

None 

" 

*  Had  a  fire.  t  25  per  cent,  in  ibaree.  %  Onteide  Oporto  dietrict. 

Non.— In  addditlon  to  these,  there  are  wme  10  prirate  owned  mills  in  this  district. 


I  would  take  leave  to  repeat  what  I  said  a  few  years  ago  with 
regard  to  the  development  of  British  trade.  If  it  is  to  be  im- 
proved, it  must  be  done  by  means  of  commercial  travellers  and 
agents.  Flooding  the  place  with  circulars  and  price  lists  in 
English,  or  for  the  matter  of  that  in  any  other  language,  is  of  very 
doubtful  utility. 

It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  journals  written  in  the 
interests  of  special  trades  insert  cuttings  from  Consular  reports.  As 
these  journals  are  no  doubt  written  by  experts  in  the  various  trades 
with  which  they  deal,  it  occurs  to  me  to  suggest  that  when  reviewing 
these  reports,  they  might  perhaps,  with  advantfi^e  give  some  useful 
hints  as  to  the  nature  of  the  information  required  by  those  trades 
as  a  guide  for  future  compilations. 

The  usual  shipping  returns  are  appended. 


Ck)mmercud 
travellers  and 
agents  uranted, 
not  circulars. 


Proes  might 
gire  hints  for 
compilation  of 
future 
reporta. 


Shipping. 
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Annex  A. — Keturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Oporto  during 

the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Nationality. 


Number 

of       I      Tons. 
I  Vessels. 


British 
Portuguese 

ing 
German 


ooast- 


A.iistro-Hungarian 
Belgian 


Brazilian . . 
Danish  .  • 
French  . . 
Spanish  . .  . . 
lUilian  . . 
JRiitisian  .. 
Swedish  and  Nor- 


wegian 
Total 


1900 
1899 


52 
181 


9,831 
24,707 

18,408 


908 


1,747 
120 

481 


205 
9 

11 

187 

2 

2 

1 

12 
9 
6 
3 
5 

81 


119,520         294 
I      15,360     I       61 


2,728 
113,367 
2,468  ' 
1,443 
248 
7,543 
5,907  I 
2,706 
5,084 
3,517 

50,370     I 


192 
187 
2 
2 
6 
12 
9 
6 
8 
6 

83 


129,851 
40,067 

21,136 
113,867 
2,468 
1,448 
1,166 
7,54:1 
5,907 
2,706 
6,831 
3,637 

50,851 


533 


56,202 

70,829     I     519 
55,551     i     500 


330,261 
321,196 
805,325 


868 
906 
811 


386,468 
392,025 
360,876 


Cleared. 


Sailing.                          Steam. 

1 

Total. 

Natiouality. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British     .. 

Portuguese 

coast- 
ing 

German  .. 

Austro-Hungarian 

Belgian   .. 

Brazilian.. 

Danish    . . 

French    . . 

Spanish  .. 

Italian     ..    ' 

Russian   .. 

Swedisli  and  Nor- 
wegian 

85 

56 

193 

V. 

7 

•  • 

4 

1 

2 

9,870 
27,991 

20,027 
1,515 

937 

120 

481 

205 
10 

11 

185 

2 

2 

1 

12 
9 
6 
3 
5 

82 

119,559 
17,111 

2,728 
112,181 
2,468 
1,443 
248 
7,546 
5,9l»7 
2,706 
5,084 
3,517 

60,870 

290 
65 

204 

185 

2 

2 

8 

6 
7 
6 

84 

128,929 
45,102 

22,755 
112,181 
2,468 
1,443 
1,763 
7,646 
5,907 
2,706 
6,021 
'    3,637 

51,351 

ToUl    .. 

„     1900     .. 
„      1899      .. 

347 
374 
313 

60,441 
66,5U6 
53,057 

533 

517 
499 

331,368 
319,026 
30^,205 

880 
891 
812 

391,809 
886,532 
357,262 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  LeixSes 
during  the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 


Nationality. 


British    . . 
Portugaeso 

„  coasting^ 
•German  . 
American 
Austro-Hungarianj 
Belgian  . 
Brazilian. 
Danbh  . 
French  . 
■Spanish  . 
Italian  . 
•Swedish  and  Nor- 


wegian. . 
Argentine 


Number 
of 

Vessels. 


36 
31 
76 


Tons. 


Steam. 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


8,812 

17,060 

6,840 

'*48 


671 


265 

748 


134 

21 

2 

137 


1 

47 

9 

6 

21 
1 


224.122 

170 

40.741 

62 

262 

77 

273,609 

137 

, , 

1 

2,161 

2 

13,385 

7 

3 

760 

1 

72,918 

47 

13,752 

11 

6,616 

6 

11,493 

21 

1,591 

1 

661,410 

536 

1    514,135 

481 

Tons. 


480,438     I     448 

i 


227,934 

57,801 

7,102 

273,609 

43 

2,161 

18,385 

671 

760 

72,918 

14,017 

7,364 

11,493 
1,591 


690,849 
540,372 
408,875 


Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

TotAl. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

3,733 

Vessels. 
181 

Vessels. 

British    .. 

85 

222,413 

166 

226,146 

Portuguese 

30 

16,914 

21 

40,741 

51 

57,656 

„        coasting 

80 

7,329 

2 

262 

82 

7,591 

-German  .. 

1 

187 

137 

273,609 

188 

273,796 

American 

1 

43 

, , 

.. 

I 

43 

Austro-Hungarian 

.. 

.. 

2 

2,161 

2 

2,161 

Belgian    .. 

•  • 

. . 

7 

18,885 

7 

13,885 

Brazilian 

3 

671 

, , 

. , 

3 

671 

Danish     .. 

, , 

1 

760 

1 

760 

French    . . 

. , 

, , 

47 

72,918 

47 

72,918 

Spanish  .. 

2 

265 

9 

13,752 

11 

14,017 

Italian     .. 

1 

748 

5 

6,616 

6 

7,864 

Swedish  and,  Nor- 

weguin. . 

.. 

.. 

20 

10,841 

20 

10,841 

Argentine 

•• 

.. 

1 

1,591 

1 

1,591 

Total 

153 

29,890 

SS3 

659,049 

536 

(88,939 

„     1900  .. 

146 

26,626 

341 

517,225 

487 

543.851 

„     1899.. 

116 

18,732 

327 

478,858 

443 

497,590 

NoTB.— Part  of  the  shipping  in  those  tables  also  figures  in  those  for  Oporto. 
Leiides  has  no  trade  of  its  own.  The  goods  shipped  or  landed  at  Leix5m  are 
carried  from  or  to  Oporto  in  towed  lighters  or  by  rail. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Portugal  for  the  Year  1901  by  Mr.  Harrison^ 
Commercial  AttachS  to  His  Majesty's  Legation  at  Lisbon. 

(Reoeired  at  Foreign  Office,  Norember  13, 1902.) 

The  statistics  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Portugal  for  the  year  (Jeneral 
1901  have  just  been  published.    They  show  a  serious  decline  in  '«™»'^- 
the  value  of  both  imports  and  exports,  and  that  the  large  in- 
crease in  Portuguese  trade  in  the  year  1900  has  failed  to    be 
maintained. 

Portugal  itself  has  held  its  own  fairly  well  during  the  year. 
Harvests  have  been  good,  produce  abundant,  and  the  national 
industries  desirous  and  capable  of  turning  out  increased  supplies  of 
goods.  But  Portugal  is  a  small  country,  and  the  population  barely 
exceeds  5,000,000,  whose  requirements  are  limited,  so  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  trade  depends  on  the  supply  of  the  colonies  and 
the  disposal  of  the  colonial  produce. 

There  was  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of  trade  in  the 
Portuguese  colonies. 

The  decline  of  Brazil  as  the  great  market  for  wine  and  general 
merchtmdise  is  also  a  severe  loss  to  Portugal. 

Brazil  and  Portugal  are  connected  by  identity  of  race,  language, 
customs  and  tastes,  so  that  it  is  there,  more  than  in  any  other 
country,  that  Portuguese  products  should  be  valued.  But  of  late 
years  the  emigration  from  Italy  and  Spain  has  upset  the  Portu- 
guese trade,  and  large  quantities  of  wine  and  other  supplies  are 
now  sent  from  those  countries  at  lower  prices  and  of  much  the 
same  quality.  Every  year  the  competition  increases,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how,  under  present  circumstances,  this  all-important 
market  for  Portuguese  products  is  to  be  preserved. 

Apart  from  the  colonies  and  Brazil,  the  prospects  of  the  country 
appear  to  be  improving.  Every  year  brings  more  capital  to  be 
invested,  and  more  modem  machinery  for  the  benefit  of  the 
numerous  industries. 

Sufficient  means  of  transit  are  still  wanting  in  the  country 
districts,  but  in  the  capital  the  new  electric  tramway  has  done  a 
great  deal  towards  the  improvement  of  the  city.  The  lines  are 
already  very  extensive,  and  wherever  the  trams  run  the  roads  have 
been  improved  and  relaid.  This  cheap  and  rapid  means  of  transit 
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Digitized  by 


Google 


4  POKTUGAL. 

has  proved  a  boon  to  everybody,  and  makes  it  possible  for  the 
poorer  population  to  find  healthier  and  pleasanter  dwellings  in  the 
suburbs. 

The  electric  tram  company  have  provided  free  reading  rooms, 
bath  rooms  and  barbers'  shops  for  their  employes,  and  encourage 
their  regular  use.  The  result  is  that  the  cars,  conductors  and 
ticket  collectors  are  models  of  smartness  and  cleanliness. 

In  fact,  the  standard  of  living  in  Lisbon  is  becoming  noticeably 
higher,  and  the  improvement  during  the  last  few  years  is  very 
striking.     It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  whole  country  will  benefit 
by  the  changes  taking  place  in  the  capital. 
Statiftics  of  The  total  value  of  the  general  trade,  including  the  exportation 

trade  of  1901.  of  foreign  and  colonial  products  for  the  years  1900  and  1901  was 
as  follows : — 


1900. 

1901. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Importation      .. 
Exportation     . . 

Milreis. 
75,824,900 
47,081,000 

£ 

11,752,700 

7,289,800 

Milreis. 
78,297,600 
43,755,900 

11,607,700 
6,869,700 

Total     .. 

122,855,900 

19,042,500 

117,053,500 

18,877,400 

It  is  never  very  safe  to  draw  deductions  fronj  statistics  alone. 
Extraneous  causes  bring  about  increases  and  decreases  in  trade, 
and  the  actual  benefit  or  loss  to  the  country  is  often  quite  the 
contrary  to  what  at  first  appears  to  be  the  case.  As  an  example 
of  this,  the  imports  to  Portugal  in  the  year  1901  were  valued  at 
245,000/.  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  But  deducting  the 
wheat  and  maize,  which,  owing  to  the  bad  harvest  in  1900  were 
valued  at  511,800i  more  than  in  1901,  the  imports  would  show 
an  increase  of  266,800/. 

There  is  no  explanation  of  this  kind  to  account  for  the  decrease 
in  the  value  of  exports,  which  is  due  to  the  condition  of  the 
Portuguese  colonies  and  the  steady  decrease  in  the  Portuguese 
trade  with  Brazil. 

Many  important  manufactories  have  been  put  up  on  purpose 
to  supply  the  colonial  trade,  and  the  Portuguese  trade  in  wine,  oil, 
fish  and  vegetables  is  dependent  in  great  part  on  the  demand  in 
Brazil.  If  these  two  markets  fail  them,  it  must  necessarily  mean 
a  bad  year  for  Poi"tuguese  trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  statistics  of  the  value  of  the 
various  classes  of  imports  and  exports  in  the  year  1901 : — 
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Description. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Lire  animals    •  •         •  • 
Kaw  materials . . 
Yams  and  tissues 
AJimentai7  substances 
Machinery       •  •         .  • 
Manufactured  articles 
Vapioua 

Milreis. 

3,359,700 

32,143,200 

7.010,300 

20,103,500 

5,014,800 

5,584,100 

82,500 

£ 

527,400 

5,046,400 

1,100.600 

3,156,200 

787,200 

87H,700 

12,900 

Milreis. 

8,888,700 

12,291,200 

188^900 

22,655,800 

544,200 

2,991,100 

•  • 

£ 

582,000 

1,929,700 

296,900 

8,55H,900 

85.400 

469,600 

•  • 

Total     .. 

73,297,600 

11.507,700 

48,755,900 

6,869,700 

The  general  trade  of  Portugal  in  1901  was  valued  at  665,100/. 
less  than  in  the  year  1900.  This  decrease  consisted  of  245,000^. 
in  imports  and  420,100/.  in  exports. 

The  principal  classes  of  imports  that  decreased  in  value  were : 
alimentary  substances,  193,000/.;  raw  materials,  165,000/.;  and 
yams  and  tissues,  76,1  OOZ. 

There  was  a  slight  improvement  in  the  other  classes  of  imports, 
namely,  live  animals,  85,100/.;  machinery,  62,200/.;  and  manu- 
factured articles,  42,800/. 

In  exports  the  only  increase  in  trade  was  hi  raw  materials, 
66,700/,  and  alimentary  substances,  52,900/.  The  decreased  trade 
included  live  animals,  68,000/.;  yarns  and  tissues,  266,100/.; 
machinery,  117,600/. ;  and  manuactured  articles,  87,400/. 

In  examining  the  movement  of  trade  in  these  classes  it  appears 
that  in  live  animals  the  trade  is  not  of  great  importance,  as  it  is 
practically  confined  to  the  frontier  trade  with  Spain. 

In  raw  materials  the  decrease  is  important,  as  it  points  to  less 
work  being  done  in  the  factories.  The  most  important  decrease 
was  raw  cotton  (2,612  tons)  and  coal  (2,156  tons).  The  imports 
of  other  raw  materials  was  generally  a  little  less,  without  any 
very  noticeable  changes. 

In  yams  and  tissues  the  decrease  was  in  all  classes,  including 
wool,  sUk,  cotton  and  linen,  but  only  for  small  quantities. 

In  alimentary  substances  there  was  a  decrease  bf  44,554  tons 
of  wheat,  valued  at  1,830  contos  of  reis  (287,300/.),  and  60,649 
tons  of  maize,  valued  at  1,430  contos  of  reis  (224,500/.),  as  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year,  but  an  increase  in  the  import  of 
rice,  potatoes,  su^ar,  coffee  and  salt  cod.  The  most  noticeable 
improvement  was  in  salt  cod,  nearly  3,000  tons  more  than  last  year. 

In  the  machinery  class  there  was  an  increase  of  300  contos  of 
reis  (471,000/.),  ana  the  improvement  included  both  industrial 
machinery  and  agricultural  implements. 

As  regards  manufactured  articles,  there  was  some  improvement 
in  the  quantity  of  porcelain  and  ^ass  imported,  and  also  of  metal 
lurtieles,  especially  ironmongery  and  copper  goods.  In  most  classes, 
however  there  was  little  difference  in  the  small  quantity  imported 
as  compared  with  other  years. 
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In  considering  the  exports  it  is  noticed  that  the  live  animals 
sent  abroad  were  valued  at  68,000/.  more  than  in  last  year. 

In  raw  materials  the  export  of  cork  had  increased  in  value 
230  contos  of  reis  (36,100/.),  and  other  woods  150  centos  of  reis 
(23,500/.). 

The  value  of  the  wool  and  hides  exported  had  also  increased 
slightly  in  value.  All  minerals,  with  the  exception  of  copper, 
were  exported  in  smaller  quantities,  and  the  value  of  the  metals 
exported  was  only  86  contos  of  reis  (13,500/.),  as  compared  with 
169  contos  of  reis  (26,200/.)  in  1900. 

The  exportation  of  wool,  silk  and  linen  is  never  of  much 
value,  but  the  trade  in  cotton  goods  is  of  great  importance.  In 
the  year  1901  the  total  quantity  of  cotton  goods  exported  was 
only  valued  at  940  contos  of  reis  (147,500/.),  as  compared  with 
2,073  contos  of  reis  (321,300/.)  in  the  year  1900,  a  decrease  of 
173,800/. 

In  alimentary  substances  there  was  a  decrease  of  1,000  contos 
of  reis  (157,000/.)  in  the  value  of  the  wine  exported,  but  a  consider- 
able improvement  in  the  fruit  and  vegetable  trada 

The  export  of  machinery  and  other  manufactured  articles  to 
the  colonies  is  always  small,  and  in  1901  was  somewhat  smaller 
than  usual 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  tonnage  of  the 
vessels  of  various  nations  entering  ports  in  Portugal  and  the 
adjacent  islands  during  the  year  1901 : — 

EirrsRED. 


From— 

5'umber  of 
VeaseU. 

Tonnage. 

Portugal— 

Ocean.going 

Large  coastang 

Small        „ 
United  Kingdom 

Germanj 

Soain 

France 

Korway  and  Sweden    . . 

Italy. 

Denmark 

Busma 

Holland 

Austria-Hungary 

Uuited  States 

Belgium 

Braal 

Various 

851 

88 

4,164 

2,699 

1,316 

569 

511 

492 

187 

90 

56 

58 

51 

40 

17 

17 

11 

270,967 

142,550 

1,322,096 

5,477.5S7 

2,828,561 

874989 

748,631 

408,171 

285,161 

72,178 

48,288 

72,895 

120,118 

86,877 

27,126 

7,800 

9,010 

Total        .. 

10,657 

11,786,888 

The  shipping  in  Portugal  in  the  year  1901  reached  the  largest 
figures  of  any  year  except  1898,  and  the  tonnage  of  the  shipping 
was  the  heaviest  on  record. 
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The  vessels  entering  Portuguese  ports  showed  an  increase  of 
220  vessels  and  453,174  tons,  as  compared  with  the  year  1900. 

Under  the  Portuguese  flag  there  was  a  decrease  of  95  vessels 
and  73,716  tons.        ' 

British  shipping  was  still  more  than  double  that  of  any  other 
country,  but  in  spite  of  the  large  increase  in  general  shipping, 
the  British  flag  had  only  five  more  vessels,  and  there  was  an 
actual  decrease  of  204,675  tons,  as  compared  with  1900,  namely, 
29  less  steamers  and  34  more  sailiug  ships. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  state  of  things  is  partly  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the.  disorganisation  of  the  British  merchant 
service  by  the  South  African  war,  as  the  profitable  freights  had 
attracted  much  British  shipping  to  transport  service.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  explanation  may  prove  correct.  According  to 
the  Lisbon  Consular  register,  there  has  been  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  British  steamers  in  1902,  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year.  But  several  foreign  steamship  lines, 
notably  the  German  East  Africa  Line  and  United  Hamburg  Line, 
have  increased  the  number  of  their  steamers  to  Africa  and  South 
America,  and  are  entering  into  most  serious  competition  with 
British  shipping  in  Lisbon. 

The  following  list  shows  some  of  the  foreign  countries  that 
were  responsible  for  the  increase  in  shipping  in  Portugal  in  the 
year  1901  :— 

Germany,  158  more  ships  of  492,757  tons;  Spain,  89  more 
ships  of  37,792  tons ;  France,  31  more  ships  of  130,120  tons ;  and 
Norway  and  Sweden,  37  more  ships  of  31,485  tons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  various  classes  of  Wino, 
wine  exported  from  Portugal  during  the  year  1901 : — 


Coimti7. 


BrasU 

United  Kingdom 
Portuguese  colonief  in  Africa 

Germany  

Norway  and  Sweden   . . 

BuMia 

France 

Denmark         

HoUand 

Belgium  

South  American  Bepublics    • 
Portuguese  colonies  in  Asia  • 

United  States 

Spain     ..         ••         ••         , 

Italy 

Yanous 

Total 


Quantity. 


Port. 


Hectolitres. 

26^811 

182,677 

1,664 

18,781 

11,879 

5,173 

8,086 

8,181 

7.638 

6,109 

1,658 

880 

1,881 

100 

11 

88 


268,401 


Kaddra. 


Hectolitres. 

657 
6,728 

226 
4,499 

4,914 


126 
200 
160 

69 
8 

44 


1,644 


28,928 


Common 
Wine. 


Heotoliirei. 

330,472 

12,795 

124,458 

12,277 

1,671 

35 

986 

474 

795 

2,166 

1,982 

2,662 

815 

1,280 

56 

5,460 


498,384 


TotaL 


Hectolitres. 

356,840 

202,195 

126,288 

80,557 

13,550 

10,122 

8,910 

8,781 

8,628 

7,425 

8,699 

2,995 

2,190 

1,424 

67 

7,092 


790,713 
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The  depression  in  the  wine  trade  still  continues. 

The  value  of  the  wine  exported  in  the  year  1901,  9,733  contos 
of  reis  (1,528,000/.),  is  less  than  any  year  since  1880,  and  is  a 
decrease  of  896  contos  of  reis  (138,800/.),  as  compared  with  the 
year  1900. 

The  decline  is  due  almost  entirely  to  the  trade  with  Brazil, 
as  the  trade  with  European  countries,  with  the  exception  of 
Bussia,  shows  some  improvement. 

The  actual  decrease  in  the  quantity  and  value  of  wine  ex- 
ported in  the  year  1901.  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year, 
was :  common  wine,  28,760  hectolitres,  valued  at  620  contos  of 
reis  (96,100/.) ;  port  wine,  6,913  hectolitres,  valued  at  228  contos 
of  reis  (35,300/.) ;  and  Madeira,  2,274  hectolitres,  valued  at 
48  contos  of  reis  (7,400/.). 

Although  the  wine  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  is  the 
most  valuable,  it  is  to  Brazil  that  the  greatest  quantity  of  wine 
is  sent,  and  Brazil  and  the  Portuguese  colonies  are  still  practically 
the  only  markets  for  common  wines. 

The  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  wine  exported  to  Brazil  in  the 
year  1901,  as  compared  with  1900,  was:  common  wine,  34,340 
hectolitres;  port  wine,  7,564  hectolitres;  and  an  increase  of  62 
hectolitres  of  Madeira  wine. 

The  importance  of  this  question  to  Portugal  may  be  under- 
stood when  it  is  remembered  that,  in  the  year  1901,  the  export  of 
wine  to  Brazil  was  valued  at  3,312  contos  of  reis  (519,900/.)  out 
of  the  total  export  of  wine  from  Portugal,  valued  at  9,733  contos 
of  reis  (1,528,000/.). 

The  value  of  the  wine  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  in 
the  year  1901  was  3,820  contos  of  reis  (599,700/.)  out  of  the 
total  export  from  Portugal  of  9,733  contos  of  reis  (1,528,000/.). 

The  bulk  of  this  trade  was  in  port  wine,  which  alone  was 
valued  at  3,458  contos  of  reis  (542,900/.),  and  was  an  increase  of 
7,423  hectolitres,  as  compared  with  last  year;  common  wine  was 
valued  at  123  contos  of  reis  (19,300/.),  an  increase  of  284  hectolitres ; 
and  Madeira  wine  at  234  contos  of  reis  (37,500/.),  a  decrease  of 
2,112  hectolitres. 

It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  the  old  established 
port  wine  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  shows  a  decided  im- 
provement. 

Good  reports  are  received  from  the  manufacturers,  and  the 
prospects  of  both  the  trade  and  the  consumers  appear  to  be 
excellent. 

In  the  port  wine  trade  it  is  not  only  the  consumption  in  the 
United  Kingdom  that  can  be  depended  upon.  The  taste  for  port 
wine  has  now  spread  to  the  British  colonies  and  foreign  countries, 
where  86,000  hectolitres  were  exported  in  the  year  1901. 

Increasing  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  United  Kingdom 
during  the  past  year  in  Portuguese  common  wine,  and  many 
British  firms  have  requested  samples  to  be  sent  to  thena.  But 
people  in  the  United  Kingdom  are  notably  difficult  to  move  from 
their  grooves,  and  the  new  wine  has  not  yet  met  with  success^ 
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although  many  good  jud^jfes  are  pleased  with  it.  It  can,  however, 
only  be  a  matter  of  time  for  these  good  cheap  wines  to  find 
favour,  if  their  sale  is  fostered  by  wine  merchants  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

The  outcry  in  Portugal  on  the  decline  of  the  wine  trade  is 
caused  by  the  enormous  production  of  common  wine  in  other 
countries,  and  the  consequent  severe  competition  and  low  prices 
for  Portuguese  wines  in  all  the  markets.  As,  however,  no  country 
has  greater  natural  advantages  for  wine  growing  than  Portugal 
and  it  is  proved  that  a  superior  quality  of  common  wine  can  be 
produced  cheaply  in  Portugal,  a  solution  of  this  difficulty  appears 
within  reach.  It  is  just  such  good  cheap  wines  as  these,  for 
which  there  is  now  an  enormous  market  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  in  many  other  countries,  if  they  could  only  become  known. 
It  is  often  stated  that  depression  in  trade  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  other  countries  has  diminished  the  consumption  of  certain 
classes  of  expensive  wiues  like  port,  Madeira  and  sherry.  The 
real  reason  is  probably  not  so  much  the  depression  in  trade  as 
the  change  in  habits  as  regards  wine  drinking.  Owing  to  the 
prevailing  habit  of  smoking  tobacco,  the  drinking  of  large  quan- 
tities of  wine  has  practically  ceased  to  exist. 

Among  the  well-to-do  classes  in  the  United  Kingdom  the 
consumption  of  expensive  wines  of  the  class  of  claret,  port  and 
sherry  has  greatly  diminished,  and  people  who  intend  to  spend- 
much  money  on  wine,  order  champagne. 

Fortunately  for  the  wine  trade,  the  habit  of  drinking  wine 
has  now  spread  through  a  great  part  of  the  population,  and 
instead  of  the  few  who  used  to  drink  large  quantities  of  expensive 
wine,  it  is  now  the  masses  who  drink  all  descriptions  of  common 
wine. 

The  great  demand  in  the  United  Kingdom  now  as  regards 
wine,  is  for  champagne  and  a  few  special  full  bodied  wines  like  port, 
and  good  cheap  table  wines  within  the  means  of  the  masses  of  the 
people.  It  is  these  modest  consumers  that  the  Portuguese  wine 
trade  should  take  into  consideration,  as  it  appears  to  be  within 
its  power  exactly  to  suit  them. 

In  consideration  of  the  enormous  demand  for  champagne,  it 
might  be  worth  while  for  manufacturers  in  Portugal  to  pay  more 
attention  to  their  sparkling  wines.  The  "  Vin  mousseux "  is 
already  made  in  considerable  quantities  in  Portugal  and  in  other 
countries  far  from  the  champagne  district,  and  some  of  these 
wines  can  quite  well  afford  to  stand  on  their  own  merits,  without 
any  pretence  as  to  their  origin. 

In  countries  where  duties  on  foreign  wines  are  very  high,  a 
good  wine  of  this  class,  that  can  be  sold  at  a  moderate  price, 
should  meet  with  a  larg^  demand.  Owing  to  the  time  and  expense 
required  in  manufactura,  these  wines  must  always  be  costly,  but 
as  the  facilities  for  their  manufacture  increase,  Portugal  might 
produce  a  wine  well  capable  of  holding  its  own  with  the  produc- 
tions of  other  manufacturers  outside  the  champagne  district. 

Another  thing  well  worth  the  attention  of  wine  manufacturers 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10 


POBTUOAL. 


Jroit. 


in  Portugal;i8  the  production  of  a  good  liqueur  brandy  for  export 
Such  a  brandy  is  already  made  in  Portugal,  and  as  it  is  most  rare 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  except  at  a  very  high  price,  steps  should 
be  taken  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  consumers. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  fruit 
exported  from  Portugal  in  1901 : — 


DoBcription.            | 

Quantity. 

Value. 

I 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

-1 

^ilreis. 

£ 

Carob  apples    . .          • . 

Kilos. 

28,041,000 

322,200 

60,600 

Almond^  in  Imsk 

II            •  • 

447,361 

70,689 

10,990 

Almond  nuts    . . 

>»            •  • 

256,282 

82,523 

12,960 

Pineapples        • 

Number    . . 

804,960 

289,226 

37,560 

Chestnuts 

Kilos. 

481,837 

16,696 

2,680 

Figs,  dried 

i»            •  • 

9,048,1C3 

310,936 

48,880 

Oranges 

Thousand . . 

27,140 

42,356 

6,650 

.  Lemons . . 

II        •  • 

676 

1,499 

250 

Apples  .. 

Kilos. 

3,828,463 

76,416 

12,000 

Grapes  ..         • 

j>            •  • 

8,916,096 

121,962 

19,160 

Other  fresh  fruit 

»>            •  • 

1,527,721 

43,743 

6,870 

„    dried    „ 

•  • 

167,528 

18,679 

2,920 

Total. 

. 

•  • 

1,846,725 

211,430 

It  is  satisfactory  to  see  that  the  fruit  trade  is  improving. 
This  of  all  others  is  the  most  simple  trade  for  a  land  like  Portugal, 
where  the  climate  and  soil  remove  half  the  difiQculties.  Although 
the  difl'erent  fruits  vary  in  quantity  and  quality  from  year  to  year, 
there  are  so  many  kinds  that  it  is  sure  to  be  a  good  year  for 
something. 

The  London  market  has  an  unfailing  demand  for  practically 
any  quantity  and  every  description  of  fruit  The  short  distance 
and  direct  sea  route  should  assure  the  arrival  of  the  fruit  in  good 
condition.  Every  encouragement  should  therefore  be  given  to 
this  trade  in  the  matter  of  freights  by  steamship  companies. 

Much  more  can  yet  be  done  in  this  business,  ai»d  large  profits 
are  to  be  made  by  the  agriculturists  in  Portugal  who  care  to 
take  up  the  trade  seriously,  and  expend  the  necessary  labour  in 
growing  and  preparing  the  fruit. 

Some  of  the  common  fruits  like  apples,  for  which  there  is  an 
enormous  demand  in  the  United  Kingdom,  are  not  only  of  excel- 
lent quality,  but  remain  in  good  condition  much  later  in  the 
season  than  English  apples.  In  the  months  of  February  and 
March  fine  apples  command  a  good  price,  and  they  are  still 
plentiful  in  Portugal. 

Last  year  was  good  for  carobs,  pineapples,  grapes,  apples  and 
chestnuts,  and  bad  for  oranges  and  lemons. 

Ihe  fruit  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  is  already  of  con- 
siderable importance,  and  in  the  year  1901  amounted  to  33,856 
tons  of  fruit,  valued  at  912  contos  of  reis  (143,200/.),  and  was 
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composed  especially  of  such  valuable  fruits  as  pineapples,  grapes, 
apples  and  dried  figs. 

In  examining  the  general  trade  in  the  year  1901,  it  is  seen 
that  of  the  23,041  tons  of  carobs  exported,  22,425  tons  were  sent 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  valued  at  311  contos  of  reis  (48,800/.).  Of 
almonds,  308  tons  went  to  Belgium  and  204  tons  to  the  United 
Kingdom.  Practically  all  the  pineapples  exported  go  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  in  1901  they  amounted  to  802  tons,  valued  at 
237  contos  of  reis  (37,200/.). 

Of  chestnuts,  436  tons  out  of  a  total  export  of  481  tons  were 
sent  to  Brazil. 

Dried  figs  are  a  very  important  trade,  and  3,155  tons  were 
sent  to  Belgium,  2,570  tons  to  the  United  Kingdom,  2,326  tons 
to  Holland,  and  759  tons  to  France. 

All  the  oranges  are  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the 
lemons  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Spain. 

3,489  tons  of  apples,  valued  at  67  contos  of  reis  (10,500/.), 
were  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  a  small  quantity  to  Brazil 
and  the  Portuguese  colonies. 

3,185  tons  of  grapes  were  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  a 
few  to  Bi-azil  and  Germany. 

Of  the  other  fruits,  1,155  tons  were  sent  to  the  United  King- 
dom during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  vegetables  exported  Yegetablei* 
in  the  year  1901 : — 


Description. 


Garlie  •• 
Oniuns  .. 
Tomatoes 
Other  fresh  yegetftbles 

Total .. 


Quantity. 


Kilos. 


18,930048 

1,007,316 

191,891 


Value. 


Currency. 


Milreis. 

32,357 
166,129 

19,222 
8,602 


226,210 


Sterling. 


6,100 

26,100 

8,000 

1,800 


85,600 


The  quantity  of  vegetables  exported  from  Portugal  in  the 
year  1901  was  rather  less  than  in  the  preceding  year,  except 
onions,  of  which  there  was  an  increased  sale  of  700  tons. 

The  export  of  garlic  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  Brazilian 
trade,  but  29  tons  were  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  20  tons 
to  the  Portuguese  colonies.  Onions  are  shipped  in  large  quantities 
to  the  Unit^  Kingdom,  and  amounted  to  8,767  tons,  valued  at 
96  contos  of  reis  (15,070/.),  in  the  year  1901. 

It  was  not  a  good  year  for  tomatoep,  and  the  trade,  which  is 
practically  confined  to  the  United  Kingdom,  was  less  than  usuaL 

There  was  also  a  decline  in  the  export  of  fresh  vegetables. 

Among  other  market   produce   that  is    exported    in    great  ^gg^ 
quantities  from  Portugal  are  eggs,  of  which  37,M8,000,  valued  at 
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Honey. 


Minerals. 


Cork. 


481  contoB  of  reis  (7S>500/.),  were  sold  abroad  in  1901.  Upwards 
of  15,000,000,  valued  at  259  contos  of  reis  (40,600/.),  were  sent  to 
the  United  Eingdon,  and  22,000,000,  valued  at  219  contos  of  reis 
(34,300/.),  to  Spain. 

Honey  is  also  an  important  product,  and  27,183  kilos,  were 
exported,  valued  at  4  contos  of  reis  (628/.),  chiefly  to  France  and 
Belgium. 

The  native  butter  and  cheeses  are  only  suitable  for  the 
Portuguese  colonies  and  Brazil 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  minerals  exported  from  Portugal 
in  the  year  1901  is  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


Deseription. 

Quantitj. 

Value. 

Currenoj. 

Sterling. 

Copper          

Iron 

Lead 

Antimony      « •         •  •         •  • 

Tons. 
489,869 

21,869 
328 
126 

MilraU. 

1,234,424 

64,596 

18,044 

8,664 

193,800 

10,160 

2,040 

660 

The  exportation  of  copper  continues  to  increase  year  by  year, 
and  amounted  to  87,000  tons  more  in  1901  than  in  the  preceding 
year. 

The  export  of  iron  declined  from  38,000  to  21,000  tons; 
lead  to  a  few  hundred  tons  from  more  than  3,000  tons  in  1900  ; 
antimony  only  126  tons ;  and  manganese  was  not  exported  at  alL 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantities  and  value  of  the  cork 
exported  during  the  year  1901 : — 


Description. 


Quantity. 


Scraps    .  • 
In  the  rough    . . 
„  boards 
„  cubes.. 
Sawdust.*         •• 
Yirgin    •  •         .  • 

Total 


Tons. 

18,962 
238 

29,031 
217 
124 
278 


Value. 


Cumncj. 


Milieis. 

166,416 

11,886 

2,478,109 

41,006 

2,126 

6,636 


2,604,679 


Sterling. 


£ 

24,660 

1,780 

389,060 

6,440 

830 

880 


428,060 


The  cork  trade  showed  some  improvement  this  year,  and  the 
export  of  cork  in  the  rough  and  in  boards  amounted  to  2,345  tons 
more  than  in  1900.  The  principal  markets  for  cork  in  boards  were 
Germany,  8,869  tons ;  the  United  Kingdom,  5,879  tons ;  Bussia, 
5,188  tons ;  United  States,  3,259  tons ;  and  Denmark,  1,469  tons. 
For  sci-ap  cork  the  United  Kingdom,  10,408  tons ;  Germany,  2,368 
tons ;  and  the  United  States,  1,181  tons. 
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The  distribution  of  Portugese  trade  among  foreign  countries  in  inwie  wiUi 
the  year  1901  can  be  seen  from  the  following  tables : —  foreign 

eonntriM. 

CUKRENCY. 


Country. 

Value. 

Total. 

Imports. 

Ezporte. 

Milreis. 

Milreie. 

Milreis. 

33,166,200 

20,638,800 

12,616,900 

Portuguese  eoloniei    .. 

16,449,800 

10,881,600 

6,667,200 

Germanj          

14,861,700 

9,789,100 

5,062,600 

Spain 

United  States 

12,297,600 

6,464,800 

6,832,700 

9,306,400 

7,787,200 

1,619,200 

France • 

7,088,600 

6,934,100 

1,104,600 

BiasU 

6,861,900 

2,044,600 

4,807,800 

Belgium 

4,018,800 

2,673,600 

1,346,800 

Iforway  and  Sweden   . . 

2,367,000 

1,800,300 

666,700 

Holland 

2,063,800 

796,600 

1,269,800 

Busna 

1,819,400 

696,000 

1,123,400 

Italy 

1,386,600 

971,600 

414.000 

Other  coimtriee           •  •         •  • 

6,469,800 

2,921,000 

2,637,800 

Total 

117,068,600 

73,297,600 

43,766,900 

Sterling. 


Country. 


Value. 


Total. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


United  Kingdom 
Portugueee  colonies 
Germany  •  • 


Jnited  States   .. 

France 

BrasU 

Belgium ■ 

Norway  and  Sweden   •  • 

Holland 

Bussia 

Italy 

Other  countries  •  • 


Total. 


£ 

6,205,380 

2,682,470 

2,331,720 

1,930,590 

1,461,120 

1,105.060 

1,075,760 

630,960 

370,060 

324,030 

285,650 

217,550 

857,040 


18,877,890 


£ 

8,224,680 

1,708,420 

1,636,890 

1,014,860 

1,222,600 

931,650 

321,010 

419,760 

282,660 

124,910 

109,280 

152,550. 

458,610 


11,507,720 


£ 
1,980,860 
874,050 
794,830 
916,730 
238,520 
173,410 
754,750 
211,210 

87,400 
199,120 
176,870 

65,000 
398,430 


6,869,670 


The  large  decrease  in  trade  in  Portugal  in  the  year  1901 
affected  nearly  all  foreign  countries,  but  especially  those  that  take 
an  important  part  in  the  colonial  trada 

The  value  of  Portuguese  trade  with  foreign  countries  varies  so 
greatly,  that  a  statement  in  figures  of  the  loss  of  ecu^h  country 
does  not  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  proportion  in  which  the  country 
suffered. 
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The  heaviest  losers  were  the  Portuguese  colonies,  3,328  contos 
of  reis  (522,400/.);  Brazil,  1,733  contos  of  reis  (272,000/.);  the 
United  State,  1,242  contos  of  reis  (194,900/.) ;  the  United  King- 
dom, 1,163  contos  of  reis  (182,500/.) ;  and  Belgium,  573  contos  of 
reis  (89,900/.) ;  while  Grermany  only  lost  32  contos  of  reis  (5,000/.) 
in  imports  and  261  contos  of  reis  (40,900/.)  in  exports,  and  France 
Norway  and  Sweden,  each  increased  their  trade  over  600  contos  of 
reis  (94,000/.). 

The  losses  of  Brazil  included  equally  exports  and  imports  of 
all  the  principal  articles  of  trade. 

The  heavy  decrease  in  imports  from  the  United  States  was 
almost  entirely  due  to  the  smaller  quantity  of  wheat  required  by 
Portugal.  French  trade  has  been  gaining  ground  again  lately,  and 
the  small  increase  is  spread  over  the  multitude  of  manufactured 
articles  forming  her  trade.  The  increase  of  Norway  and  Sweden  is 
entirely  due  to  the  salt  cod  trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  trade  between 
Portugal  and  the  various  Portuguese  colonies  during  the  year 
1901 :— 


Colonies. 

Importation  to  Portugal. 

Exportation  from  Portugal. 

Currency.         Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Angola 

Cape  Verde 

Guinea 

St.  Thomas  and  Principe 
Mozambique 

Goa           

Macao  and  Timor 

Milreis. 

4,517,300 

296,700 

126,100 

6,683,500 

244,600 

10,400 

3,000 

£ 

709,220 

46,580 

19,790 

892,310 

38,400 

1,630 

470 

Milreis. 

2,675,400 

567,500 

104,000 

1,375,600 

907,600 

27,400 

9,800 

£ 

404,340 

89,090 

16,330 

215,970 

142,480 

4,300 

1,540 

Total     .. 

10,881,600 

1,708,410 

6,667,200 

874,050 

The  deplorable  condition  of  the  trade  with  the  Portuguese 
colonies  in  the  year  1900  showed  no  signs  ^f  improvement  in 
1901.  The  total  value  of  the  trade  had  again  decreased,  and  this 
time  for  the  important  amount  of  2,886  contos  of  reis  (453,100/.). 
The  total  trade  of  the  vast  tract  of  land  known  as  Angola  was 
valued  at  about  as  much  as  that  of  the  small  Portuguese  islands 
of  St.  Thomas  and  Principe.  The  trade  of  Cape  Verde,  Guinea  and 
Mozambique  showed  a  further  decline  in  their  already  small  out- 
put, and  the  trade  with  the  Portuguese  colonies  in  the  East,  Goa, 
Macao  and  Timor,  remained  merely  nominal  as  before. 

The  strictly  protective  system  under  which  the  Portuguese 
colonies  are  governed,  and  the  difficulty  of  making  changes  with- 
out interfering  with  important  vested  interests,  prevents  any 
prospect  of  rapid  improvement.  It  is  yet  too  soon  to  judge  the 
effect  of  the  bounties  on  alcohol,  sugar  and  cotton  granted  by  the 
Government  last  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PORTUGAL.  15 

As  regards  Angola,  the  value  of  the  products  exported  in  the 
year  1901  decreased  123,300^  as  compared  with  1900,  and 
298,900Z.  as  compared  with  1899. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  Angola  in  1901  decreased 
313,960/.  as  compared  with  1900,  and  350,200/.  as  compared  with 
1899. 

Of  the  native  produce  exported  from  Angola  in  1901,  the  most 
important  were  indiarubber,  3,128  contos  of  reis  (491,000/.) ;  coffee, 
800  contos  of  reis  (125,600/.) ;  wax,  376  contos  of  reis  (59.000/.) ; 
and  considerable  quantities  of  hides,  ivory,  palm  oil,  oleaginous 
seeds  and  cacao.  / 

The  most  important  goods  imported  into  Angola  in  1901  were 
eottons  and  the  usual  trade  articles,  and  wine,  wheat,  flour, 
potatoes,  tinned  meats,  salt  cod,  olive  oil,  biscuits,  &c.  The  cotton 
goods  imported  into  Angola  from  Portugal  were  only  valued  at 
694  contos  of  reis  (108,900/.),  or  177,000/.  less  than  in  1900,  and 
the  cotton  goods  from  other  countries  at  293  contos  of  reis 
<46,000/.)  as  compared  with  639  contos  of  reis  (99,000/.)  in  1900. 

The  trade  with  Gape  Verde  is  of  small  importance,  and  in  the 
year  1901  the  value  of  the  native  produce  exported  was  25,600/. 
less  than  in  1900,  while  the  goods  imported  had  slightly  increased 
in  value. 

The  most  important  native  produce  consisted  in  oleaginous 
seeds,  161  contos  of  reis.  (25,200/.);  cofifee,  97  contos  of  reis 
<15,200/.);  and  hides. 

The  imports  were  cotton  goods,  207  contos  of  reis  (32,500/.) ; 
and  wine,  biscuits,  crockery,  hosiery  and  ironmongery. 

The  islands  of  St.  Thomas  and  Principe  are  the  only  Portuguese 
colonies  which  show  any  progress.  The  coffee  ^nd  cacao  planta- 
tions have  really  been  doing  very  well.  The  vcdue  of  the  native 
produce  exported  from  St.  Thomaw  had  increased  200,000/.  as 
compared  with  the  year  1900,  and  now  reaches  the  respectable 
sum  of  5,683  contos  of  reis  (892,300/.). 

The  principal  native  produce  exported  in  1901  consisted  of 
cacao,  5,177  contos  of  i-eis  (812,700/.);  coffee,  438  contos  of  reis 
(68,700t) ;  and  oleaginous  seeds,  wax,  &c. 

The  value  of  the  goods  imported  into  the  islands  show  a  steady 
increase  from  year  to  year,  although  the  population  is  never 
likely  to  make  much  demand  on  the  resources  of  the  Portuguese 
cotton  mills. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  various  classes  BritiBhtrai» 
of  impoi-ts  and  exports  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  Portugal 
in  the  year  1901 : — 
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Imports. 

Biports. 

Defcnption. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Milreis. 

£ 

Milreis. 

£ 

Lire  animals    .  •         •  • 

19,000 

2,990 

28,600 

4,890 

Raw  materiaU  •  • 

11.197,600 

1,768.010 

3,366,200 

528,500 

Yams  and  tissues 

3.685,000 

662,850 

37.600 

5,910 

Aliment arr  substances 

8,143,300 

493,450 

8,420,000 

1,821,940 

Machinery  and  imple- 

ments. • 

1,477,600 

231,990 

6500 

1,020 

Manufactured  articles. . 

1,104,200 

173,330 

758,000 

119,010 

Various .  •         .  • 

11,700 

1,840 

•• 

•• 

Total     .. 

20,588,300 

3,224,460 

12,616,900 

1,980,770 

So  large  a  proportion  of  Portuguese  trade  is  with  the  United 
Kingdom,  33,155  contos  of  reis  (5,205,300/.)  out  of  117,053  contos 
of  reis  (18,377,400/.),  that  it  is  inevitable  that  a  bad  year  in 
Portugal  must  be  reflected  in  the  imports  and  exports  from  the 
United  Kingdom.  It  has  been  so  this  year,  and  the  large  increase 
in  the  value  of  British  goods  imported  into  Portugal  in  1900  has 
decreased  1,846  contos  of  reis  (289,800/.)  in  1901.  On  the  other 
hand  the  demand  for  Portuguese  products  in  the  United  Kingdom 
has  increased,  and  the  amount  exported  in  1901  was  valued  at 
673  contos  of  reis  (105,600/.)  more  than  in  1900. 

The  decline  in  the  importation  of  British  manufactures  in 
Portugal  is  a  serious  matter.  For  centuries  the  United  Kingdom 
has  been  the  great  market  for  Portuguese  produce  and  is  so  still. 
It  is  evident  that  the  trade  is  now  becoming  one  sided,  and  that 
while  the  British  do  everything  to  improve  the  demand  for 
Portuguese  products,  there  is  evidence  of  very  little  desire  to 
encourage  British  trade  in  Portugal.  The  principal  of  give  and 
take  is  a  sound  one  in  trade  as  in  other  matters,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  for  the  sake  of  both  countries,  that  the  old  close  relations 
in  trade  will  soon  be  revived. 

It  is,  of  course,  possible  to  exaggerate  the  losses  of  British 
trade.  The  new  industrial  countries,  especially  Germany  and  the 
United  States,  obtain  their  due  share  in  trade,  and  new  firms  with 
the  keenness  of  beginners  are  sure  to  leave  no  stone  unturned  to 
gain  an  opening.  What  is  necessary  is  for  British  trade  to  realise 
exactly  what  is  going  on,  and  to  take  all  possible  steps  to  meet 
the  competition  that  cannot  be  avoided. 

So  long  as  production  is  carried  on  as  cheaply  in  the  United 
Kingdom  as  in  any  other  country,  competition  can  be  met 
with  confidence,  but  old  established  trade  connections  must  not 
be  allowed  to  slip  away  without  an  efifort  to  save  them. 

It  is  often  stated  that  much  of  the  trade  that  is  passing  away 
from  us  is  that  which  does  not  really  pay,  and  that  British 
merchants  prefer  foreign  tradesmen  to  take  the  risky  contracts 
while  ihey  devote  all  their  own  attention  to  carrying  out  the 
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Irasiness  proved  to  be  sound,  and  that  the  small  orders  snapped  up 
by  foreign  firms  are  not  profitable. 

Each  merchant  knows  best  what  suits  his  own  business,  and 
it  is  nobody's  business  but  his  own,  but  it  is  undoubted  that  in 
Portugal  at  least,  British  trade  can  no  longer  afford  to  pick  and 
choose,  and  that  by  British  firms  overlooking  small  orders,  foreign 
firms  are  increasing  their  connection  and  obtaining  many  new 
openings. 

Underselling  and  cutting  prices  so  as  to  sell  at  a  loss,  cannot 
prosper  long,  but  all  the  same,  by  this  means  foreign  firms  often 
obtain  a  footing  which  they  afterwards  turn  to  good  account. 

In  examining  the  statistics  of  British  trade  with  Portugal  it 
is  seen  that  there  had  been  a  large  and  steady  increase  in  British 
imports  up  to  1900,  but  that  in  1901  they  diminished  in  value 
1,846  contoB  of  reis  (289,8002.))  although  the  total  amount  was 
still  1,326  contos  of  reis  (208,100/.)  more  than  in  the  year  1899. 
In  raw  materials  the  value  was  1,230  contos  of  reis  (193,1002.) 
less  than  in  1900.  The  importation  of  cotton,  coal  and  wheat  are, 
however,  always  liable  to  serious  fluctuations  from  year  to  year, 
as  they  depend  largely  on  the  prosperity  of  the  national  industries 
and  the  success  of  the  harvest.  Coal  is  the  most  important,  and 
its  value  is  more  than  half  that  of  all  the  raw  materials  imported 
from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  coal  and  coke 
imported  into  Portugal  during  the  last  five  years  : — = 


Yew. 

OoaL 

Coke. 

Qoantifcy. 

Oamncj. 

Sterling. 

Quantil^. 

Onrrenoy. 

Sterling. 

1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 

Tons. 
652,267 
744,819 
764,025 
882,981 
860,775 

Beis.* 
1,808 
2,878 
8,214 
5,492 
5,096 

£ 

283,850 
461,060 
504,590 
862,240 
800,070 

Tons. 

10,560 

13,885 

11,128 

8,625 

9,640 

Keis.* 
40 
70 
68 
81 
88 

£ 
6,280 
10,990 
10,670 
12,720 
18,810 

*  Contos  of  reis. 

Of  other  important  raw  materials  imported  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  cotton  amounted  to  1,722  tons,  valued  at  495  contos  of 
reis  (77,700Z.),  or  18,600t  less  than  in  1900. 

In  the  class  of  yams  and  tissues  the  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom  for  consumption  in  Portugal  were  valued  at  3,227  contos 
of  reis  (506,600i),  or  24,000/.  less  than  in  1900.  The  yams 
and  tissues  for  re-exportation  to  the  Portuguese  colonies  were 
only  valued  at  386  contos  of  reis  (60,600/.),  less  than  half 
the  value  in  1900  or  the  four  previous  years.  In  this  class 
the  British  imports  have  steadily  declined  in  vglue  for  some 
years,  while  those  from  Germany  are  as  steadily  increasing. 
^Alihoui^h  the  supply  from  the  United  Kingdom  still  remains  more 
(196)  B 
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than  half  of  the  total  quantity  imported,  this  cannot  long  rem^u 
fio,  if  the  present  rapid  decrease  continues. 

The  alimentary  substances  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom 
had  increased  in  value  20  contos  of  reis  (3,140i),  as  compared 
T^ith  the  year  1900.  The  most  important  article  of  this  class  ia 
salt  cod,  which  amounted  to  15,433  tons,  valued  at  2,234  contos 
of  reis  (350,700/.).  The  total  amount  of  salt  cod  imported  into 
Portugal  in  1901  was  25,026  tons,  valued  at  3,448  contos  of  reis 
(541,300i),  and  the  supply  is  confined  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Norway.  Other  alimentary  substances  imported  from  the 
United  Kingdom  included  rice,  222  contos  of  reis  (34,800/.); 
wheat,  127  contos  of  reis  (19,900/.);  and  sugar,  128  contos  of 
reis  (20,090/.). 

The  value  of  the  machinery  and  instruments  imported  from 
the  United  Elingdom  showed  a  decrease  of  90  contos  of  reis 
(14,130/.),  as  compared  with  last  year,  and  as  the  imports  of  this 
class  into  Portugal  had  considerably  increased  in  value,  the  loss  of 
British  trade  is  all  the  more  important 

The  countries  that  supply  the  greatdt  part  of  the  machinery 
to  Portugal  are  the  United  Kingdom,  1,396  contos  of  reis 
(219,170/.);  Germany,  908  contos  of  reis  (142,500/.);  and  France, 
859  contos  of  reis  (134,800/.).  In  the  year  1901  the  United 
States  also  reached  the  important  amount  of  859  contos  of  reis 
(134,800/.)  on  account  of  tramway  material 

The  greater  part  of  the  heavier  class  of  machinery  is  still 
supplied  by  the  United   Kingdom,  and   the  smaller  articles 
machinery  and  instruments  by  France,  while  Germany  now  has 
a  considerable  share  in  all  classes. 

Of  the  new  trades,  motor-cars  as  yet  show  no  signs  of  being 
much  used  in  Portugal  In  the  year  1901  only  20  were  imported, 
of  which  18  were  French,  one  English  and  one  German.  The 
bicycle  trade  is  also  languishing ;  only  572  bicycles  were  imported 
in  1901—222  from  the  United  States,  151  from  France  and 
35  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

In  the  class  of  miscellaneous  nianufactures,  the  imports  from 
the  United  Kingdom  increased  17  contos  of  reis  (2,660i)  for 
articles  for  use  in  Portugal,  and  decreased  37  contos  of  reis 
(5,800/.)  in  articles  for  re-exportation  to  the  colonies. 

For  many  years  past  the  United  Elingdom  has  not  had  so 
large  a  trade  with  Portugal  in  these  various  manufactured  articles 
as  Germany  and  France.  In  the  year  1901  -the  total  imports  of 
this  class  were  valued  at- 4,458  contos  of  reis  (699,900/.).  Of  this 
amount  Germany  supplied  1,667  contos  of  reis  (261,700/.) ;  Frajice, 
1,197  contos  of  reis  (187,900/.);  and  the  United  Kingdom  only 
811  contos  of  reis  (127,300/.).  Ironmongery,  glass,  china,  india- 
rubber  and  the  various  articles  of  this  class  for  which  there  is  a 
considerable  demand  in  Portugal,  should  be  able  to  be  supplied 
just  as  well  and  cheaply  by  the  United  Kingdom  as  by  any  other 
country. 

The  exports  from  Portugal  to  the  United  Kingdom  increased 
673  contos  of  reis  (105,600/.),  as  compared  with  the  year  1900« 
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and  72,700/.,  as  compaied  with  the  year  1899,  and  were  the 
highest  value  yet  recorded. 

These  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  principally  consist  of 
cork,  minerals,  wine,  fruit,  vegetables,  &c,  from  Portugal,  and 
cacao,  coffee,  indiarubber,  hides,  copal,  gum,  oleaginous  seeds,  waz« 
&c,  from  the  Portuguese  colonies. 

No  detailed  statistics  of  the  general  trade  of  Portugal,  later  Statistioi  of 
than  those  already  mentioned,  can  •be  obtained.  loof*^*  ^^ 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  various  classes  of 
imports  and  exports  from  Janusu'y  to  June,  1902,  as  compared 
with  the  same  period  in  the  year  1901. 

These  figures  are  enough  to  show  a  further  serious  decline  in 
the  trade  of  Portugal : — 

Currency. 


Deioription. 

1902. 

1901. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Milreis. 

MilreU. 

Milreis. 

Milreis. 

liye  animftlB    . . 

1,515,644 

1,602,182 

1,578,889 

1,807,620 

Baw  materials . . 

12,888,447 

2,847,852 

18,088,081 

8,117^96 

Yarns  and  tissues 

8,486,667 

522,874 

8,596,261 

650,620 

Alimentary  substances 

4,784,187 

7,916,821 

7,488,717 

7,495,832 

Maohinerj,  &c. 

1.827,682 

68,734 

2,481,086 

48,587 

Manufactured  articles. . 

2,229,786 

869,037 

2,287,692 

912,667 

Various 

42,205 

•  • 

41,815 

•• 

Total     .. 

26,769,506 

18,821,500 

80,507,441 

14,032,571 

Stbi 

fIT.rNG. 

Description. 

1902. 

1901. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Lire  animals    .  •         •  • 
Baw  materials  .  • 
Yams  and  tissues       •  • 
Alimentary  substances 
Machinery 

Manufactured  articles 
Various 

£ 

287,860 
2,022,630 
547,800 
751,080 
286,880 
849,960 
6,590 

£ 

261,510 

446,970 

81,950 

1,242,810 

9,890 

136,490 

£ 

246,960 

2,054,810 

564,570 

1,175610 

889,510 

861,200 

6,430 

£ 

283,690 
489,360 
102,060 
1,176,710 
7,530 
143,180 

Total     .. 

4,202,280    I    2,169,620 

4,789,090 

2,202,620 
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Bates  of 
exchange. 


Exchange,  Lisbon  on  London,  based  on  the  London  and  Brazilian 
Bank's  Drawing  Bate  for  Cheques,  on  the  First  of  each  Month. 


Month. 


Janiuurj      ••         ••         •• 

February     

March         

April  ..         ••         •• 

May 

June..         ..         ••         •• 

July 

August        

September 

October       ••         ••         •• 

lYoTember    ..         ••         •• 

December    ••        ••         •• 

Average  for  the  year 


Ayerage 
per  Milreif. 


d. 

87 
86} 
37 
87ft 

87i 
871 

88ft 
88^ 
88i 
88H 


87H 
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lieport  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  St.  Thomi  and  Principe 
By  Mr.  Consul  Nightingale. 

(Beceiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  Norember  25, 1902.) 

The  province  of  St.  Thome  and  Principe  is  composed  of  the 
two  islands  of  the  same  name  and  the  Fort  of  St.  Joao  d'Ajuda. 
The  two  islands  were  discovered  in  1470-71  by  JoSo  de  Santarem 
and  Pedro  Escobar. 

Island  of  St.  ThomI 

The  island  of  St.  Thom^  is  situated  in  lat  0**  23'  N.,  long,  lb""  58' 
E.,  of  Lisbon,  and  is  the  larger  of  the  two,  having  an  area  of 
1,080  square  kiloms.  (about  416  square  miles),  and  is  formed  of  a 
series  of  hills  and  valleys  gradually  rising  until  the  highest  point 
reaches  2,142  metres  (about  7,026  feet)  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

The  capital  and  seat  of  Government,  called  St.  Thom^  iscapitol. 
situated  on  the  low  sandy  shore  of  a  fine  spacious  bay,  where  ships 
of  any  tonnage  can  anchor  within  1^  miles  from  shore.  The  town 
is  very  unheSthy,  due  to  its  low  lying  situation  and  the  absence  of 
all  sanitary  arrangements.  It  serves  as  the  toll  gate  for  the 
receiving  and  shipping  of  goods  and  produce,  and  for  the  transit  of 
passengers.  It  is  well  provided  with  water  by  a.  system  of  canalisa- 
tion connected  with  one  of  the  numerous  streams  and  laid  down 
through  the  principal  streets. 

Annex  1  gives  the  population  of  the  island  as  37,776  accord-  Population, 
ing  to  the  census  taken  in  November,  1900,  and  Annex  2  gives 
the  relative  ages  of  the  people.  The  natives  proper  are  descended 
from  the  ancient  black  colonists  aud  liberated  slaves,  amongst 
whom  are  to  be  found  the  most  affluent  of  the  coloured  population 
of  the  island.  A  tribe  called  the  "  Angolares"  descendants  of  some 
200  Angola  slaves'  who  were  wrecked  oflF  the  island  in  the  year 
1540,  also  exists.  The  people  of  this  tribe  for  many  years  were  a 
great  source  of  trouble  to  the  Government  and  planters  by  their 
constant  attempts  to  destroy  the  town,  and  raids  on  the  plantations 
for  the  purpose  of  robbing  the  women ;  and  even  at  the  present 
time  they  are  of  very  little  use  to  the  island,  as  they  cannot  be 
induced  to  work  on  the  estates.    With  their  innate  love  of  idle- 
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ness,  their  ambition  soars  no  higher  than  to  catch  fish  and  grow 
mealies  and  cassava  sufficient  for  their  own  requirements. 

More  than  half  of  the  coloured  population  is  made  up  of 
"  serviqaes  "  (contracted  labourers)  from  Angola,  great  numbers  of 
whom  are  import-ed  every  year.  According  to  Annex  1  there  were 
]  9,211  existing  in.  the  island  in  November,  1900,  and  Annex  3 
gives  4,572  as  the  number  imported  into  the  two  islands  during 
1901. 

The  mortality  amongst  this  class  is  enormous,  as  will  be  seen 
by  Annex  4,  which,  although  dealing  with  the  smaller  island  of 
Principe,  cnn  be  t«iken  as  a  very  fair  indication  of  the  death-rate  in 
St.  Thom4,  of  which  island  a  full  return  is  not  obtainable.  Annex  5 
would  hardly  seem  to  bear  out  this  latter  statement,  showing  as 
it  does  only  6*67  per  cent,  as  j^ainst  20*67  per  cent,  but  only  a 
small  percentage  of  the  plantations  is  given,  and  is  merely  to  show 
the  movement  in  the  hospitals  on  some  of  the  estates.  Each  plan- 
tation is  visited  so  many  times  a  week,  according  to  the  number  of 
people  employed. 

So  large  a  death-rate  calls  for  constant  fresh  supplies  of' 
labourers  from  Angola,  the  principal  ports  from  which  they  are 
obtained  being  Benffuella,  Novo-Redondo  and  Loanda,  where  they 
are  ransomed  from  uie  black  traders  who  bring  them  from  the  far 
interior. 

Full  statistics,  giving  the  countries  of  origin  of  the  goods 
ilnported,  are  not  obtainable ;  it  is,  therefore,  impossible  to  say  to 
what  extent  British  industries  have  benefited  in  the  commerce  of 
the  i!:land.  Cotton  goods  (such  as  grey  domestics,  coloured  striped 
cloths  and  prints),  wines,  food-stufifs,  hats,  boots  and  shoes,  soap  and 
candles,  &c,  are  almost  all  of  Foituguese  origin ;  foreign  goods, 
except  machinery  and  agricultural  implements  to  which  special 
reference  is  made  later  on  in  this  report,  being  precluded  by  the 
differential  tariff  as  shown  in  Annex  6. 

Annex  7  gives  the  values  of  the  imports  from  1896  to  1900, 
the  latest  returns  obtainable,  whereby  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
trade  has  doubled  in  four  years. 

Annex  8  is  a  copy  of  the  municipal  imposts  charged  on  all 
imports  except  machinery  and  tools  for  agricultural  purposes. 

The  two  most  important  products  of  the  island  are  cocoa  and 
coSee,  the  increase  in  the  production  of  the  former  article  having 
made  enormous  strides  in  the  last  14  years,  as  will  be  seen  from 
Annex  9 ;  coffee,  on  the  other  hand,  has  fallen  off  considerably 
showing  (by  Annex  10)  but  half  the  amount  produced  14  years 
ago,  and  it  will  probably  diminish  still  further,  as  all  the  attention 
of  the  planters  is  bestowed  on  cocoa,  which  seems  to  be  specially 
favoured  both  by  the  soil  and  the  climate. 

Cocoa  was  first  introduced  into  the  island  about  the  year  1822, 
and  now  there  are  several  varieties  grown.  Samples*  of  five 
varieties,  as  shown  in  Annex  11,  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
Foreign  Office,  and  may  be  of  interest  to  dealers  in  this  class  o{ 
produce. 

*  Sent  to  the  Imperial  Inftitnte. 
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The  cocoa  tree  produces  all  the  year  round.  1,000  green  pods 
weigh  about  475  Hlos.  (1,045  lbs.),  and  give  on  an  average  about 
89  kilos.  (196  lbs.)  of  green  beans,  which  when  dried  yield  close 
upon  54  kilos.  (119  lbs.). 

Coffee  is  said  to  have  been  first  introduced  in  the  year  1T95, 
and  was  brought  from  Upper  Ethiopia ;  the  quality  is  very  good, 
and  compares  favourably  with  the  best  Brazilian  and  other  first 
class  kinds. 

Annex  12  gives  the  value  of  the  exports  for  the  last  six  years,  Value  of 
showing  that  during  that  period  a  twofold  increase  was  obtained.  ®*P<*'**' 

Annex    13  is  a  copy  of  the    export  tariff,    and  shows  the  Export 
differential  treatment  of  produce  carried  in  national  vessels.  **'^- 

Annex  14  shows  the  revenue  of  the  custom-house  for  the  Customs 
years  1896  to  1900,  and  demonstrates  the  progressive  state  of  the  '«▼«»««• 
province. 

There  are  about  212  "  rofas  "  or  plantations  on  the  island,  some  Plantations* 
of  which  cover  a  very  large  area  and  employ  over  1,000  labourers. 
Only  about  one-fourth  of  the  island  is  under  cultivation,  but  steady 
progress  is  being  made  from  year  to  year  in  the  clearing  of  the 
forest  lands  for  the  further  planting  of  the  cocoa  tree. 

The  greater  part  of  the  machinery  and  tools  used  in  the  culti-  Maohinorjr 
vation,  and  drying  and  cleaning  of  cocoa  and  coffee,  is  of  American  "^^  ^^^ 
make,  British  majrks  being  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  The 
writer  is  not  aware  of  any  person  representing  British  manufac- 
turers having  visited  the  islands  for  some  years  past.  On  the 
other  hand  the  agent  for  an  American  firm  pays  frequent  visits, 
making  a  point  of  csdling  on  the  different  planters  and  advising 
them  as  to  what  class  of  machinery  would  be  most  suitable  for 
their  particular  requirements.  At  the  same  time  he  is  always 
ready  to  give  advice  as  to  how  to  put  a  machine  in  order  if  it  is 
disarranged^  and  that  gratuitous  information  brings  him  customers. 
A  German  firm,  whose  speciality  is  light  railways,  has  a  resident 
representative  on  the  island,  and  has  supplied  large  quantities  of 
material  of  the  "  Decauville  "  type. 

Machinery  for  saw-mills,  hydraulic  wheels,  turbines,  machine 
belting,  hoes,  matchets,  ploughs  and  in  fact  every  kind  of  machinery 
and  tools  for  agri(5ultural  purposes,  are  in  increasing  demand  pro- 
portionate with  the  growth  of  the  cocoa  industry  of  the  island, 
and  no  doubt  British  manufacturers  would  get  a  fair  share  of  the 
oiders  were  they  to  lay  themselves  out  to  study  the  requirements 
of  the  planters.  What  the  writer  suggests  is  that  makers  of  the 
class  of  goods  above  enumerated  should  combine  and  send  out  a 
first  class  man  with  a  knowledge  of  Portuguese  or  Spanish,  to  remain 
on  the  island  for  at  least  a  twelvemonth,  in  order  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  planters  and  get  a  thorough  insight  into  what 
is  most  required.    The  outlay  would  reap  its  reward. 

Some  of  the  houses  in  the  town  of  St  Thom4  are  lighted  by  Electrioitj. 
electricity  supplied  by  a  private  concern  which  also  runs  an  ice 
factory,  the  same  engine  being  used  to  generate  the  electricity 
as  is  used  to  make  the  ice.  There  seems  no  reason  why  the 
plentiful  water  power  at  hand  could  not  be  used  in  the  place 
(199)  A  3 
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Bailwajs 
much  needed. 


Timber. 


dipping. 


of  steam.  Some  of  the  plantations  have  their  own  private 
installations  of  electric  lighting,  and  the  writer  has  been 
informed  that  a  complete  system  of  electric  traction  is  being  put 
down  on  one  of  the  more  important  estates,  supplied  by  a  Grerman 
firm. 

With  the  large  amount  of  water  power  which  is  distributed 
all  over  the  island,  electricity  should  be  generated  at  a  small 
expense,  and  it  might  prove  remunerative  to  an  expert  were 
he  to  pay  a  visit  especially  to  advise  the  planters  of  its 
practicability. 

The  island  is  also  badly  in  want  of  some  better  means  of 
transport  than  the  primitive  bullock  wagons  and  black  carriers 
at  present  in  vogue.  Here,  again,  an  engineer  who  has  had 
experience  in  similar  countries  might  be  able  to  give  most 
valuable  advice  as  to  the  best  system  to  adopt,  whether  that  of  a 
light  railway  or  aerial  transport.  Perhaps  the  latter  system  would 
be  the  most  feasible  considering  the  ruggedness  of  the  country. 
Now  is  the  time,  whilst  the  price  of  cocoa  keeps  up  in  the  European 
markets,  for  St.  Thom^  to  introduce  all  the  labour-saving 
appliances  possible. 

It  is  in  the  flourishing  times  that  the  acquisition  of  such 
material  should  be  made  in  order  to  compensate  for  the  difference 
in  price  when  cocoa  gets  cheaper,  as  it  most  assuredly  will  when  the 
markets  become  flooded  with  this  article,  which  the  present  rate  of 
production  all  over  the  world  promises. 

But,  for  those  labour-saving  appliances  to  be  introduced  it 
is  necessary  that  practical  men  should  come  out  and  prove  tx) 
the  planters  the  advantages  they  would  reap  by  adopting  such 
methods. 

Catalogues  are  all  very  well  for  quoting  the  prices  of  tools, 
&c.,  but  when  it  comes  to  a  question  of  quoting  for  the  installation 
of  a  light  railway,  or  an  electric  power  station,  then  the  presence 
of  the  practical  man  is  required  to  give  an  estimate  of  the  cost  on 
the  spot. 

An  hour's  conversation  is  worth  more  than  months  of  corre- 
spondence, and  many  planters  would  no  doubt  be  glad  to  embrace 
any  system  which  could  be  proved  to  them  to  be  an  economical 
factor  in  working  their  estates. 

Many  of  the  plantations  are,  even  at  the  present  day,  worked 
on  the  most  primitive  methods,  which  the  planters  would  have 
substituted  long  ago  for  more  modem  and  economical  methods 
were  it  not  for  the  uncertainty  of  the  initial  cost. 

There  are  many  kinds  of  hard  woods  to  be  found  in  abundance 
on  the  island,  very  little  use  being  made  of  them,  except  for  con- 
structions on  the  estates,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  transport. 
Here  again,  we  see  the  necessity  of  a  railway  which  would  no  doubt 
be  the  mean"fe  of  opening  up  a  new  and  valuable  industry. 

The  Empreza  Nacional  de  Navegacj^o  i  vapor  runs  two  steamers 
a  month  from  Lisbon  to  St.  Thom6,  one  leaving  on  the  6th  and 
the  other  on  the  2l8t  of  each  month,  doing  the  voyage  in  16  days. 
There  are  also  t^o  branch  steamers  which  go  round  to  the  smaller 
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ports  of  the  islaud  collecting  the  produce  for  the  main  line  steamers. 
Messrs.  Elder,  Dempster  and  Co.'s  and  Messra.  Woermann 
and  Co/s  steamers  occasionally  call  at  the  island  when  outward 
cargo  is  ofiFering  from  Liverpool  or  Hamburg.  Annex  15  shows 
the  maritime  movement  of  the  port  for  1901,  and  Annex  16  gives 
the  shipping  charges  of  the  port. 

All  the  principal  "  nxjas "  are  connected  with  the  town  by  Telephonet. 
telephone. 

The  West  African  Telegraph  Company  have  a  station  here.        Submanne 

telegraph. 


Island  of  Pbincipe. 

The  island  of  Principe  is  situated  in  V  40'  K  lat,  16°  38'  E. 
long.,  of  Lisbon,  and  is  about  90  niiles  from  St.  Thom^.  It  has  an 
area  of  126  square  kUoms.  (about  49  square  miles),  and  is  adminis- 
tered by  a  Governor,  who  is  subordinate  to  the  Grovernor  of 
St  Thom4  It  was  once  the  capital  of  the  province  and  the 
residence  of  many  families  of  note.  It  is  very  fertile,  abounding 
in  mountain  streams,  and  is  covered  with  a  dense  tropical  vegeta- 
tion which  reaches  to  the  summits  of  the  mountains.  Like  the 
island  of  St.  Thom^,  it  is  specially  adapted  for  the  culture 
of  cocoa,  and,  although  the  area  at  present  imder  cultivation 
is  very  limited,  rapid  progress  is  being  made  in  its  development. 

Annex  1  gives  the  population  existing  in  November,  1900,  as  Populstioiu 
4,827,  of  which  number  3,175  were  "servi9aes,"   and   Annex  4 
shows  the  mortality  amongst  that  class,  reference  to  which  has 
already  been  made  in  an  earlier  part  of  this  report. 

The  articles  imported  are  similar  to  those  of  St  Thome.  importo. 

No  import  duties  are  levied,  but  the  municipal  impost  lb  in  No  import 
force,  made  up  specially  to  protect  articles  of  Portuguese  origin  duties, 
(see  Annex  17).  K^^ 

The  value  of  the  imports  are  included  in  those  of  St  Thomd  ;  ""P***^ 
no  statistics  giving  the  separate  values  are  published. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  for  the  year  1901  amounted  Bzports. 
to  509,696,836  reis  (89,201/.),  of  which  sum  cocoa  contributed  Value  of 
501,658,640  reis  (87,794/.),  the  export  value  of  1,791  metric  tons.    ®*P**'**- 

There  are  50  plantations  on  the  island,  some  of  the  larger  of  Plant^ions. 
which  employ  from  300  to  500  "  serviqaes." 

The  previous  remarks  concerning  machinery  apply  also  to  the  Biachinery. 
island  of  Principe. 

Similar  qualities  of  hard  woods  abound  here,  but  the  same  Timber, 
difficulties  of  transport  bar  the  way  to  the  development  of  perhaps 
one  of  the  most  valuable  assets  of  the  island. 

Thesame  steamers  from  Lisbon  that  touch  at  St. Thome  call  here.  Shipping. 
If  the  tonnage  dues  are  paid  here  vessels  are  exempt  from  the 
same  charge  at  St  Thom^  and  vice  vers&.   The  shipping  movement 
for  1901  is  shown  in  Annex  15. 

The  West  African  Telegraph  Company  also  have  a  stotion  at  Submarine 
the  island  of  Principa  telegraph. 

(199>  A  4 
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•Ocnemi  Both  the  islands  of  St.  Thom^  and   Principe  are  far  from 

renuurki.        having  reached  the  full  extent  of  development,  due,  perhaps,  to  the 

difficiSty  in  procuring  labourers — a  difficulty  which  will  no  doubt 

continue  until  some  other  system  of  obtaining  labour  than  that 

at  present  existing  is  adopted. 

It  will  be  seen  that  cocoa  forms  the  chief  source  of  revenue 
of  the  islands;  coffee,  except  on  those  plantations  which  are 
situated  out  of  the  zone*  suitable  for  the  culture  of  cocoa, 
receives  very  little  attention,  as  the  returns  show. 

The  climate  is  extremely  imhealthy.  The  Europeans  residing 
u  the  "roijas"  enjoy  much  better  health  than  those  in  the 
town  as  their  houses  are  well  and  substantially  built  in  a  style 
suitable  to  the  climate.  Vegetables  of  all  kinds  are  to  be  had 
in  abundance,  but  meat  is  scarce  and  very  dear,  as  cattle  will 
not  thrive  on  the  islands  and  have  to  be  imported  from  Angola. 

With  all  the  prosperity  which  the  islands  have  enjoyed  during 
recent  years,  they  do  not  appear  to  get  that  attention  that  one 
would  imagine  such  rich  sources  of  revenue  call  for.  In  the  last 
report  on  the  islands  (for  1900),  published  by  Seftor  Francisco 
Reis  da  Silva  Magalhaes,  Director  of  Post  Offices  of  the  Province, 
it  is  said  : — 

"In  these  fertile  islands  there  is  not  to  be  found  a  single 
mountain  health  station  where  people  could  go  in  the  unhealthy 
season,  but  everyone  knows  the  benefits  derived  from  such  stations 
by  the  inhabitants  in  British  India. 

''There  is  no  physiological  laboratory  destined  to  study  the 
ijhanges  through  which  the  Euroi)ean3,  who  live  and  work  on  the 
islands,  pass. 

"  No  bacteriological  studies  have  been  made. 

"  No  climatological  studies  have  been  pursued  with  an  idea  of 
defining  the  respective  climates  of  the  various  mountain  ranges, 
none  of  which  have  been  measured. 

"  There  is  no  school  of  hygiene. 

"  There  are  no  official  meteorological  posts  on  the  mountains, 
and  the  one  in  the  town  is  seldom  used. 

"No  hypsometric  studies  have  been  made,  the  altitude  of 
most  of  the  *ro9as'  being  unknown,  and  those  that  are  known 
cannot  be  accepted  with  confidence  owing  to  the  imperfect  calcu- 
lations by  which  they  were  determined. 

"  There  are  not,  in  fine,  in  the  town  of  St.  Thom6  any  hygienic 
or  sanitary  arrangements,  in  default  of  even  the  most  elementary 
studies  of  the  race  which  lives  on  the  islands. 

"  Anthropological,  anthropometrical  and  physiological  researches 
have  never  been  made  in  the  islands.  All  that  has  been  written 
in  this  respect  is  not  from  studies  made  direct  on  the  spot. 

"  The  population  of  the  islands  of  St.  Thom^  and  Principe  is 
completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  deadly  endemics — avoidable !  and 
to  this  is  due  the  high  rate  of  mortality  which  is  so  noticeable  in 
them." 

With  such  a  gliwmy  rei)ort  before  us  it  seems  strange  that 
*  The  cooos  zone  lies  between  200  and  600  metres  aboye  sea  lerel. 
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people  can  be  found  to  reside  in  the  islands,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  more  attention  will  be  given  to  scientific  studies  with  a  view 
to  bettering  the  general  con£tion  of  both  the  European  and  black 
population. 

Before  finishing  this  report  I  would  particularly  call  the  atten- 
tion of  British  manufacturers  to  this  field  of  commerce,  and 
urge  upon  them  not  to  allow  the  opportunity  to  pass  6t  getting 
their  fair  share  of  the  supplies. 
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Annex  2.— Census  of  the  Province  of  St  Thom^  and  Principe 
taken  on  November  12, 1900. 


Agw. 

Number. 

Malee. 

Females. 

Total. 

10  years  and  under     •• 

2,661 

2,791 

6,462 

From  10  to  2U  yean   .. 

2.984 

2,711 

5,696 

„     a)„80     „      ..         ., 

7,873 

6,872 

18,745 

n     80.,  40     „      .. 

4,579 

8,466 

8.084 

M     40„60     , 

2,020 

1,848 

8.368 

„     60„60     „      .. 

676 

481 

1,167 

»     60  »  70     „      ,. 

249 

287 

476 

.,     70„80     „      ..         .. 

84 

89 

178 

Orer  80  years 

66 

66 

12  L 

Unknown         

2,467 

1,442 

8,909 

Totol 

23,143 

18,982 

42,130 

Annex  3. — Return  of  the  Number  of  Servigaes  (Contracted 
Labourers)  entered  in  the  Province  of  St.  Thom6  and 
Principe  during  the  Year  1901. 


Males. 

Females.             | 

Month. 

1                    1 

Tot«l. 

Oyer 

Under 

Oyer 

Under     i 

16  Years. 

15  Years. 

16  Years. 

16  Years,  i 

January 

144 

163 

1 

«as 

February    . 

184 

16 

173 

8         , 

381 

ICarch        . 

279 

4 

272 

1 

666 

April 
May.. 

266 

8 

206 

2        1 

477 

206 

n 

164 

3 

888 

June           • 

309 

4 

256 

1        1 

669 

July.. 

18 

1 

22 

1        1 

42 

August 

212 

1 

168 

871 

September  • 

208 

, , 

138 

i      i 

347 

October      . 

168 

3 

93 

3         1 

267 

KoTember  • 

286 

6 

241 

1 

633 

December   • 

280 

9 

228 

1 

618 

Total 

•• 

2,558 

68 

2,113 

2S 

4,762 
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Annex  4. — Return  showing  the  Mortality  among  the  Senri^ads- 
(Contracted  Labourers)  on  the  Island  of  Principe  from 
November  12, 1900,  to-November  12, 1901. 


Entered. 

Died. 

Month. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

TotaL 

1900. 

Noyember 

39 

84 

78 

17 

19 

86 

December 

22 

22 

44 

48 

40 

88 

1901. 

January 

66 

69 

125 

78 

28 

101 

February 

10 

18 

28 

42 

44 

8& 

March 

18 

19 

87 

81 

48 

74 

Anril   .. 
May     .. 

87 

7 

22 

69 
7 

85 
88 

28 
81 

68 
69 

June    . . 

44 

19 

68 

85 

27 

68 

July     .. 

25 

24 

49 

89 

26 

64 

August 

, , 

2 

2 

49 

28 

77 

September 

24 

19 

48 

85 

22 

57 

October 

19 

18 

82 

81 

27 

58 

Koyember 

18 

11 

29 

18 

14 

82 

Total 

829 

267 

586 

491 

876 

867 

SUMMART. 


Labourers  existing  on  Noyember  12, 1900 
„         entered  during  the  year 

„        died  during  the  year  .  • 

y,        existing  on  Noyember  12, 1901 

Percentage  of  moxtality   ••         ..         •• 


Number. 


8,607 
5S6 


4,198 
867 


8,826 

Per  oent. 
20-67 
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Annex  6.— Customs  Tarifif  for  the  Island  of  St  Thom4. 

iMPORTa 


DasoripHon. 

Amount. 

Foreign. 

National. 

Beis. 

Beis. 

Sfeookholm  tar,  coal  tar  and  pitoh         •  • 

Per  kilo.    .. 

20 

2 

FireanDB — 

GuD8,  and  barrels  for  same    .  •         • . 

Each 

6,000 

600 

Beyolversi  pistols,  and    barrels    for 

same 

»>            •  • 

8,000 

800 

Sugar.    ^11  qualities 

Per  kilo.   .. 

40 

4 

CMls.    All  kinds  used  for  food  .. 

Per  decaUtre 

1,000 

100 

Fermented  liquors — 

A.  Wine,  yinegar  and  beer  (national)— 

(a)  In  casks 

n 

•  • 

10 

(b)  In  bottles  and  flagons  . . 

)) 

, , 

60 

B.  Wine,  yinegar  and  beer  (foreign) — 

(a)  In  casks 

(b)  In  bottles  and  flagons  .  • 

(c)  Sparkling  wines 

C.  Fermented  Uquors  (not  specified) 

)} 

2,000 

,, 

II 

4,000 

■  • 

» 

8,000 

•  • 

II 

1,600 

160 

Distilled  liquors — 

(a)  Alcohol  and  rum,  simple  or  pre- 

,  P*"^ 

II 

6,000 

600 

(6)  Not  specified         

i» 

4,500 

460 

Lime  and  cement 

Per  kilo.   .. 

4 

0-4 

Boots  and  shoes  (of  any  quality) 

Tea 

II    pair    .. 
„    kilo.   .. 

1,000 
500 

100 
60 

Felt  (roofing) 

Advtdorem 

16  per  cent. 

1  '5  per  cent. 

Tools  for  scientific  uses  or  trade.  • 

}f 

16       „ 

1-6      „ 

Fireworks • 

Per  kilo.    .. 

6,000 

600 

Food-stufFs— 

(a)  Rice            

w             •  • 

10 

1 

(6)  Potatoes,  onions,  garlic,  flour  and 

maccaroni      •■          ••         ••          •• 

II              ** 

30 

8 

(e)  Dried,  salt  and  smoked  fish,  and 

beef 

l>              •• 

20 

2 

(d)  Butter,  or  imitations,  cheese,  lard , 

suet,  pork  fat,  prepared  meats  of 

an  J  kind  (including  the  tare),  spices. 

dried  fruits,  biscuits  and  any  other 

f ood-atuif  not  speoified        ••         •• 

II 

120 

12 

OanTas,  of    hemp  or    cotton,  for  sail 

making,  made-up  or  otherwise 

»            •• 

60 

5 

Wood  for  building  purposes,  with  or 

without  ironwork         

Ad  valorem 

16  per  cent. 

Free 

Metals— 

A.  Precious  metals  in  bars  or  worked 

up,  including  precious  stones 

» 

10       „ 

1  per  pent. 

B.  Pure  copper,  brass,  bronie,  Ac— 

(a)  Smelted,  beaten  or  rolled,  in 

bars,  plates,  sheets,  rods,  wire, 

tubes  and  nails 

PerkUo.    .. 

30 

8 

(5)  Not    specified,    phun,    tmned, 

nickelled,  8il>ered  or  gilt.  • 

n             ** 

600 

60 

C.  Lead,  tin  and  zinc — 

(a)  Smelted    or    rolled,   in    bars. 

platen,  sheets,  wire  and  nails 
(b)  Not  specified,  plain,  ramished. 

II             *  * 

20 

2 

(ilTf  red  or  gilt 

II             •• 

100 

10 
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OusTOMS  Tariff  for  the  Island  of  St  Thom^ — continued. 
Imports — continued. 


Description. 

1 

Amount. 

Foreign. 

NationaL 

Keis. 

BeiB. 

D.  Iron  and  tteel— 

1 

(a)  OMt,  forged  or  rolled,  in  bars. 

rods,  hoops,  beams,  T  and  angle. 

wire,  sheets   (smooth  or  corru- 

gated), plain,  zinced,  coppered  or 

tinned,    chains,  grappling  irons. 

anchors  and  nails 

Per  kilo.    .. 

5 

0-6 

{b)  In    columns,    tubes,    netting, 

gratings,  tanks  and  similar  work 

not  specified,  for  building  pur- 

poses, plain  or  zinced      ... 

I*          •  • 

25 

2-5 

(c)  Made  up,  not  specified .  • 

>»          •• 

100 

10 

Petroleum 

11          •• 

20 

8 

Gunpowder           

»»          •• 

300 

80 

Ceramic  ware — 

(a)  Porcelain  ware,  delft  ware  and  any 

other  of  fine  clay 

>i 

100 

10 

(b)    Common  earthenware     .. 

n               •  • 

10 

1 

(c)    aiasedtUes          

n 

20 

a 

(d)  Earthenware  pipes 

a 

1             10 

1 

(e)    Stoneware  pipes 

ft              •  • 

SO 

8 

(/)  Tiles  and  bricks 

»»              •  • 

6 

Free 

Soap           

n             •• 

80 

8 

Salt 

Per  decalitre 

30 

8 

Tobacco— 

A.  National— 

(a)  In  leaf,  roll  or  cake     . . 

(b)  Cigars 

Per  kilo.    .. 

.. 

25 

t»          •  • 

•  • 

150 

(c)  Any  other  kind. . 

»i          •• 

•  • 

100 

B.  Foreign— 

(a)  In  leaf 

»» 

1,800 

•  • 

(b)  Any  other  kind. .  * 

»»          •  • 

8,600 

•  • 

Tissues— 

A.  Silk   tissues,  pure  or   mixed,   in 

piece  or  made  up 

»»          •• 

3,000 

800 

B.  Woollen     tissues,     in     piece    or 

made  up— 

1 

(a)  Cloths    or  kerseymeres,    pure 

I 

or  mixed,  even  with  silk  mixture. . 

»>          •  • 

2,000 

200 

(b)  Baizes  and   blankets  of  pure  ' 

wool,  or  wool  and  cotton  mixed  . . 

>f 

600 

50 

(c)  Flannels,   shawls  and  scarves 

of  fine  wool,  or  wool  and  cotton 

mixed,     knitted     and     stocking  i 

stitched ' 

»f          •  • 

900 

90 

(d)  Merinos,  Orleans,  alpacas  and 

any  other  kinds  of  plain  tissues 

not   specified,   of    pure   wool,  or 

wool  and  cotton  mixed     . . 

f»          •• 

600 

60 

C.  linen     tissues    and     their    con-  ■ 

generics,  in  piece  or  made  up — 

(a)  Coarse    cloths,    hessians    and  ' 

sacks  of  the  same  material          . . ' 

»i          •• 

60 

Free 

(b)  Linen  tissues  not  specified     . .  I 

>i 

400 

40 
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OusxoMS  Tariff  t(^  the  Island  of -SlilThdia/^T-Hiea^aod. 
Imports— continHed. 


Deioription. 

Amount. 

■■* 

•       - 

FomgD.        National 

Beis. 

Rail. 

■  D.  Cotton  tissues  in  pioce  op  worked 

•'* 

(a)  Unbleached  or  bleached 

PerkOo.    .. 

260 

26 

(6)   Dyed  or  printed 

n              "•  • 

500 

60 

FVitnts-- 

In  powder,  coloured  ochres  and  dryers 

>•                Mr 

10 

1 

Prepared  and  Tarnishes 

»»                •• 

20 

2 

€Ha«ware— 

Sheets  and  y^tses  (ordinary),  black  or 

(^reen    .-.          .• 

"         *       •• 

.     100 

16 

VfTorked  glassware  not  specified 

»»                •  • 

160      . 

16 

All  goods  not  specified    •  • 

Ad  valorem- 

^5  per  cent. .  1'6  per  cent. 

Nom. — GK^jds  (foreign)  coming  out  Ti4  Lisbon  in -Portuguese  bottoms  pay 
80  per  cent*  of  the  fiili  duties.  The  milreis  is  worth  about  3s.M.  «t  the  ppssmt 
eishange. 

▲aaex  7.— +11eturn  showing  the  Values  of  the  Imports  at  the 
Custom-House  of  St.  Thom6  during  the  Years  1896-1900. 


^  Year. 

Value. 

Ourrency. 

Sterling.  .  ... 

1896*  •          ••■          ••          •• 

.    •-*    mfi..      

1898 

1899 

1900.,         

Milreis. 
1,001,886 
1,226,588 
1,668,914 
1,971,741 
2,037,9t51 

.  ,176,242 
214,653 
291,189 

at5,oeo 

3^6,641 

NoTB. — Sxohange  at  8«.  6<^.  to  tho  milrms. 


♦  *     •       v 
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Annex  8.— Municipal  Imposts  in  Force  in  the  Island  of 
.     St.  Thom^. 


Desoription. 


Aoiount. 


Katiooal 

and 

Nationalised. 


Foreign. 


Firearms   ••         ••         ..^^       ..^        .. 
Sugar  of  all  kinds           •  •' [      •»' 
Horses "      •/'      •• 

Mules     ;;    .;*    .. 

Donkeys  ..  ..  ••'/  ..  .. 
Fermented  liquors,  sucli  asl)eer  "^  •  • 
Diatilled  liquors,  such  as' plain]  mm 

up  to  22  Cartier  ••  '      .."      •• 

Alcohol  from  22  to  40  Cartier  .  / 
Alcoholic    liquors,    distilled    and    not 

specified 

Red  and  white  wines  and  yinegar 
Fine  wines  and  any  other  drinks  not 

specified..'        

Umbrellas  (cotton)         •  • 

..     (wik) ; 

Boots  and  shoes  of  all  kinds      •  • 
Sweetmeats  ••         ..         •• 

Dynamite  and  other  explosives  •  • 

Fireworks 

Ghinpowder  •  •         •  •         •  •         . . 

Perfumery..         

Petroleum 

Dried,  salted  and  smoked  fish,  and  dried 

and  salted  beef 

Earthenware        

Enamelled  or  tinned  ironware  •  •         .  • 

Soaps         

Salt  

Tobaooo  of  all  kinds 

Silk  fabrica,  pure  or  mixed,  made  up  or 

in  piece 

Cotton    fabrics    (coloured),    mesinoes, 

alpacas,  baises  and  blankets  •  • 
Cotton  fabrics  (white)    •  •         •  •         • . 
Flannelf ,  knitted  goods,  woollen  goods, 

cloths  and  kerseymeres  .  • 

Mineral  waters 

Vehicles 

Glassware  of  all  kinds    .  •         .  •         . . 


Each 
Per  kilo. 
Each' 


Per  litre 


.1 


Reis. 
2,000 

20 
5,000 
6,000 
3,000 

50 

50 
SO 

200 
2 


Reis. 


10 
80 


Each 
Per  kilo. 


Ad  valorem 
Per  litre    •  • 

„    kilo.    . . 


60 
60        , 
200        I 
•60        I 
200        i 
1,600 
1,000 
300 
10  |)er  cent,  i  16  per  cent. 
10 


!  Per  litre    .. 
^    „    kilo.    .. 


Ad  valorem 
Per  kilo.    . . 


2 

20 

10 

200 

7 

100 

300 

20 
10 

60 
Free 
t   2  per  cent. 
10 


100 
20 


6  per  cent. 
50 


NoTB.— Tlie  aboTC  imposts  are  collected  at  the  time  of  desf  st^-liing  the  pootU 
in  the  cuatoirj. 


(199). 
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ST.   TflOMlJ  AND  PRINCIPE. 


Annex   9. — Retukn   showing  th^  Production   of    Cocoa  in   the 
Islands  of  St.  Thomi  and  Princii>e  for  the  Years  1888-1901. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Tom. 

1888          

1,618 

1889          

1,284 

1890          

2,849 

1891           

3,597 

1892          ..         ..         

4,906 

1893 

3,446 

1894          

6,035 

1895 

7,202 

1896          

7,609 

1897          

6,774 

1898 

10,736 

1899          

1900          

il:^ 

1901          

IMU 

Anpex  10, — ^Betubn  showing  the  Production  of  Coffee  in  the 
Islands  of  St.  Thoni^  and  Principe  iCor  the  Years  1888-1901. 


Year. 


Quantity. 


188B 
18S9 
1890 

isin 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1896 
1899 
1900 
1901 


Tons. 
2,206 
2,395 
2,292 
2,183 
2,380 
1,735 
1,660 
1,294 
1,771 
1,701 
2,609 
1,555 
2,003 
1,092 


Annex  11. — Samples  of  Cocoa  in  Pod  from  the  Island  of  St. 
Thom^,  South  West  Africa. 


Sample 
dumber. 


PeioriplioQ. 


Caoau  yermelho  ponteagudo  (sharp-pointed  red  ooooa). 
„     amarello  rodondo  (round  yellow  oooca). 
K.B. — Thie  is  said  to  be  the  true  Caraoaf  coooa. 
Cacau  creoulo  longo  (long  creole  cocoa). 

N.B. — This  IB  said  to  be  the  true  Trinidad  oocoa. 
Cacau  amarello  (yellow  cocoa). 
„     yermelho  redondo  ou  creoulo  (red  round  ooeoa,  alio  called 
<' Creole."     This    quality  is   produced  by  grafting    long   creole 
and  sharp-pointed  red). 


-r 


T 


TTT 
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Annex   12.— Retuux   showing  the  Values  of  the  Kxpoi'ts  at  tlitj 
Custom-House  ot*  St.  Thome  during  the  Years  1896-1901. 


Value. 
Year.  t" 


CniTcncj-.  Sterling. 


Milreij*.  £ 

1896  2,275,498  398,211 

1897  1,969»112  344,591 

1898  2,536,977  443,973 

1890  3,375,138  590.648 

1900  ..  ;.          ..  3,525,772  617,010 

1901  ..  4,370,465  ,        764,880 


Note. — Exchango  at  3#.  6^.  to  the  milreis. 

Annex  13.— Customs  Tariff  for  the  iBland  of  St.  Thomd 

Exports. 


i  Amount 
per  Kilo. 

'  Beis. 
Coffee—                                                                                           : 
ExporUd  to  the  forU  of  Portugal  or  any  other  Portuguese , 

poBeetflionn,  in  Portuguese  bottoms ;  21 

Exported  to  foreign  ports  in  Portuguese  bottoms       . .  45 

„              „              foreign  bottoms    .  •         . .         ...  67  '5 
Coooa —                                                                                           i 
Exported  to  Portngal  or  any  other  Portuguese  possessions,  in  ' 

Poetuffnese  bottoms 18 

Exported  to  f6rei^n  ports  in  Portuguese  bottoms        •  •         . .  |  37  '5 

„              „              foiieign  bottoms    .  •         •. .         . .  60 
All  other  products  not  specified  {ad  valorem) — 

Szported  to  Ihe  ports  of  Portugal  or  any  other  Portuguese  ' 

possessions,  in  Portuguese  bottoms |  1  '5  per  cent. 

Exported  to  foreign  ports  in  Portuguese  bottoms        .  *         . . '  7  '6        „ 

„             „             foreign  bottoms   • .     *    • .         « .  22  '5        f. 


(WO) 
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ST.  THOM^ 


Aunsx  14. — Rbturn  showing  the  Receipts  of  the  Custom-House 
at  St.  Thom^  during  the  Years  1896-1900. 


Description  of 
BeootpU. 


AmonnU 


1896. 


1897. 


1898. 


1899. 


1900. 


Bels. 

IMi. 

Bets. 

Beis. 

Bsls. 

Importatloo 

78fS20|886 

82,6271207 

93.0681642 

99,690(409 

106.8241382 

Exportation   ... 

I07,U6  680 

134,061  310 

139.434  229 

161,570  412 

169,583  646 

Ke-exponaiion 

124  280 

51  118 

30  284 

32  096 

68  262 

btofjiffe 

98  641 

86  200 

153  667 

29  677 

296  619 

Additional  impost    ...i 

60,985  668 

63,306  698 

63,882  032 

78,773  619 

84,781  986 

Sump  impost 

960  219 

3,310  614 

4,559  500 

6,911  582 

6.203  622 

1,652  124 

1.269  969 

845  71-S 

2,488  171 

2.872  732 

Sanitary    „    ... 

220  200 

2,067  601 

3,382  236 

1,786  129 

4,355  670 

Portags 

... 

M. 

... 

(       4,327  273 

Municipal  imposts  ... 

21,216  680 

26,366  757 

27,848  836 

32,203  319 

!     44,062  486 

Other  raooipu 

:f<»2 

128  170 

... 

132  287 

Total         

260,794  148 

313,090  396 

333,322  763 

380,496  313 

426.478  868 

1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Equir.  in  sterling* ' 

45,638 

54,793 

58,334 

66,690 

74,456 

*  AfttbsexeliaB|seof3«.  6(l.totlieiDllnis. 
Non.  ^Tbe  f nH  statistics  for  1901  are  not  jet  obtainable. 


Annex  15. — Keturn  of  Shipping  in  the  Province  of  St«  Thom6 
and  Principe  during  the  Year  1901. 

St.  TfiOMfe. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

TotaL 

KfttionaHtj. 

Number 

of    . 

Yeeaels. 

.. 

Tons. 

Number 
of 

Tons. 

1 
Number  1 

of      1     Tons. 
Yeesels.  • 

1 

British    .. 
German  •• 
Norwegian 
Portngiiefle 
Spanish  ••         «. 

Total       •• 

2 

9 

*  .  • 

•63 

10 

8,808 
12i776 

1      <        606 
147,866            9           4,169 
2,064           •  •                 • . 

2 

9 

1 

72 

10 

8,808 

12,776 

606 

162,024 
2,064 

84 

166,498 

10 

4,674 

94 

171,172 
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ST.  THOM^ 

Pu 

Steam. 

Number  i 

of       I      Tons. 
Vessels.! 

1 

AND  PRINCIPE. 
INCIPE. 

Sailing. 

21 

}             Total. 

Natiomdity. 

Number 
of       i 

1  Vessels. 

1         2 

1 

Tons. 
1,248 

Number' 

of            Tons. 
Vessels.  : 

Portuguese         •  • 
Spanish  .. 

61       i    122.571 
5                807 

63      ,    128,819 
5      I          807 

Total       ... 

66          123,878 

1         3       1 

i           1 

1,248 

I      68      ;    124,626 

'            •     1 

Annex  16. — Shipping  Charges  at  the  Ports  of  St.  Thom^  and 

Principe. 


Per- 

Amount. 

£ntranoe  and  clearance  for  ocean-going  Tcssels 
Ouard  on  board. . 
Tonnage  dues^ 

Sailing  yessels           

Steamers        ..         ..         

„        when  makinff  regular  Toyagea  between 

Lisbon  and  the  pronnce 

BiU  of  health     .•         

Diem.. 

Registered  ton 
If 

Beis. 

9,000 

400 

100 

60 

20 
2,400 

Note. — The  aboye  eharges  for  tonnagedues  are  collected  once  only  on  each 
round  rojaffe  of  the  yeseel,  and  are  payable  at  the  first  pore  of  call  in  the  proyince. 
Prirate  yachts  are  eiempt  from  idl  charges  except  the  bill  of  health. 
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PRINCIPF.. 


Annex  17. — Municipal  Imposts  in  Force  in  Uie  Island  of 

Principe. 


Quantity. 


Bpscription. 


I 


Per  litre  . . 
Ad  valorem 
Per  kilo.    .. 


Per  litre    • .  I 
„    pair    ..; 


,,    barrel. . 

„    kUo.   ..| 
Advaloretn  ' 
Per  barrel. . 
Ad  valorem 


Per  kilo.  .. 
Ad  valorem 
Per  kilo.  .. 
Ad  valorem 


Oominoii  mm    . .  . .         . .  j  Per  litre 

Alcohol  .  •         . .         . .         . .         . . '        ,« 

Firearms  |  Each 

Sugar  (white) Per  kilo. 

„      (brown)  . .  •  •  • .         •  •  }         ., 

Kicc 

Oil  (sweet  or  palm) 
Mineral  waters.. 
Biscuits  (ail  kindi>) 

Stockfisli  

Biscuit  (hard)  . . 

Beer 

Boots  and  shoes  of  all  kinds  . .         . .  | 

Slippers . .         . .         . .         . .         • .  | 

Cement  . .         * .         >  •         •  •         •  • 

Beef  (dried  and  salt)   . . 
Preserred  foodstuffs    .  • 

Lime 

Corrugated  iron 
Umbrellas  (silk)  . .         .  • 

„  (any  other  kind)   . . 

Tea        

Dynamite     or      other     inflammable 

matenals  not  specified 
Sweets  in  syrup 

Fireworks  

Dried  fruits 

Tissues  of  all  kinds      . .  . .  . .  ., 

Flour  (maize  or  mandioou)     . .  . . '  Per  kilo.    . . 

Beans  and  Spanish  pea  . .  . .    Ad  valorem 

Flour  (wheat) Per  kilo.   .. 

Efferrescing  drinks      . .         . .         • .      „    litre   . . 

CUn        „ 

Liquors,  fine  rums  and  brandies        . .  ., 

Porcelain  and  delft  ware,  or  of  any  , 

kind  of  fine  ware '     „    kilo.   • . 

Ironware  (enamelled  or  tinned)         . .  „ 

Wood  for  building  purposes  •  •         », ,  Ad  valorem 

„      (worked  up) '  „ 

Gold  and  silyer  ornaments     •  •         . .  „ 

Linseed  oil  and  turpentine     • .         •  •  •  „ 

Petroleum         Per  case    • . 

Gunpowder ••in   ^o*    •  • 

Hatches Ad  valorem 

Salt  and  dried  fish Per  kilo.   . . 

Fish  in  oil         •  •         I  Ad  valorem 

Cheese j  „ 

Watches  and  clocks     ••         ••         ••j  „ 

Beady  .made  clothes „ 

Soaps     •.         ••         ..         ••         ••  I  „ 

Silk,  in  piece  or  worked  up    ••         ••  t  ,» 

Common  salt     . .         >  Per  litre    • . 

Tobacco  (in  leaf  or  cake)        •  •         •  •  i     „    kilo.    • . 

„        (prepared) „ 


National. 


Beis. 

120 

200 

3,000 

Free 

5 

Free 

10 

Free 

100 

Free 

5 

60 

200 

100 

200 

4 

5  per  cent. 

200 

Free 

10  per  cent. 

5        „ 

2,000 
5  per  cent. 

1,000 

G  per  cent. 

3        „^ 

5 

3  per  cent. 

10 

60 

120 

200 

20 

10 
5  per  cent. 
10        „ 
20        „ 

5  „ 

200 
10  per  cent. 
5 

6  per  cent. 
6         „ 

10         „ 

6         „ 

6         „ 

10         „ 

5 

IGO 

300 


Nationalised 

and 

Foreign. 

Beis. 

300 

400 

5,000 

20 

10 

3 

5  per  cent. 

300 

10 

;  10 

100 

600 

'  300 

5 
I  15  per  cent. 

I  10  per  cent. 

10        „ 
10        „ 

4,000 
I  10  per  cent. 
,       2,000 

10  per  cent. 
'  10        „ 

I   5  per  cent. 

100 
300 
360 

100 
20 


I  30  per  cent. 
I  10        ,. 

400 

400 
16  per  cent. 


16  per  cent. 
26        „ 
10        „ 
25        „ 
20        ,. 

300 
1,000 
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Municipal  Imposts  in  Force  in  the  Island  of  Principe — continued. 


Besoription. 


Prepared  paints  

Tilei      ..         

„     (ManeilleB  style) 
Wine  (oommon  red) 

„      (     „        white) 
Fine  wines  and  other  fine  drinks  not 

specified        

Glassware  of  all  kinds 


Ad  valorem 
Per  1,000.. 

,,   litre    •• 


kUo. 


Quantitj. 


National. 


Beis. 

5  per  cent. 

2,000 

3,000 

2 

3 

50 
10 


Nationalised 

and 

Foreign. 


Beis. 
10  per  cent. 


100 
50 


NoTH. — Exchange,  3«.  Gd.  to  the  milreis. 
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Hymt  on  the  Trade  ofJUmmania  for  ike  Years  1900  and  1901 
By  Mb.  Vigs-Consul  Liddbll. 

(BeoeiTed  at  Foreign  OiBoe,  July  21, 1QQ8.) 

It  is  pleasant  ^ft^r  having  had  to  chronicle  for  two  years  past,  Xntrodnotoix 
failure  and  distress,  to  be  able  ^o  put  on  record  that  a  distinct  ■•™*'^- 
imprpvement  has  taken  place  in  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
Boumania.  The  year  1901  was  good,  both  from  an  agricultural 
and  commercial  point  of  view,  still  it  must  not  be  thought  that 
Eoumania  has  entirely  refined  the  prosperity  she  had  before  the 
failure  of  the  crops  m  1899.  Much  has  been  done  in  the  past 
12  months  to  repair  the  damage  done,  but  it  will  need  another 
good  harvest  before  the  country  can  be  restored  to  its  usual 
prosperity.  Many  landowners  who  had  been  deeply  involved  by 
the  failure  of  the  crops  have,  no  doubt,  paid  off  the  advances  made 
to  them  by  the  ba^ks^  but  they  are  lett  with  but  small  meaps  at 
their  disposal,  so  that  another  good  harvest  is  essential  to  tliem. 
As  regards  the  peasants,  they  are  prpbably  in  a  better  condition 
and  have  money  put  by.  It  is  the  maize  crop  that  chietty  affects 
the  peasant,  and  in  iQOl  it  was  particularly  abundant.  Prices, 
owing  to  the  failure  of  the  ^-nierican  maize  crop,  ruled  very 
high,  as  much  as  44tL  being  paid  for  the  wagon  (10  tons), 
whereas  the  price  in  ordiuary  j  ears  is  not  more  than  24/.  to 
28/.  per  wagon.  The  extremely  mild  weather  has  also  been 
favourable  to  shipn^ent,  the  Danube  ports  having  bee^  opeu 
all  through  the  winter.  The  development  of  the  port  of 
Constantza  has  also  contributed  towards  bringing  money  into 
the  country,  and  tended  to  diminish  the  stagnation  in  business 
that  usually  takes  place  during  the  winter  months.  In  spite, 
however,  of  the  activity  of  export,  I  am  informed  that  there 
still  remains  in  the  country  nearly  70  per  cent  of  last  year's 
maize  crop  and  40  per  cent,  of  the  wheat,  so  that  a  brisk  trade 
may  be  looked  for  in  the  spring  months. 

As  illustrative  of  the  return  to  more  prosperous  times  a  glance 
at  the  accompanying  table  shows  that  Boumanian  securities  have 
nearly  in  every  case  risen : — 
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6  pejr  cent,  amortisable,  1881-88    •• 
6        ,,  „  1882-93    .. 

4  per  cent,  loan  of  82,600,000  f r.    •  • 
4        „  „       274,000,000  fr.  in  1890 

4        „  „        120,000,000  fr.  in  1894 

4        „  „        180,000,000  £r.  in  1898 

CrWt  fonder  rural,  6  per  cent.     ••         • 
»  tf  ^        >i  •  •         • 

National  Bank  •  •         •  •         •  •         • 

Agricultural  Bank    ..         ••         ••         • 


December  81— 

1900. 

1901. 

89i 

94i 

88 

98i 

74i 

79 

761 

80 

761 

80 

76 

80i 

9U 

98^ 

74f 

791 

8,810 

2,205 

890 

272i 

Business  may  be  said  to  have  been  better  in  the  past  year. 
Many  of  the  elements  that  created  distrust  have  disappeared. 
Although  the  effects  of  the  financial  crisis  through  which 
Roumanian  commerce  has  passed  are  still  felt>  yet  bankruptcies 
have  become  less  frequent  and  credit  is  more  easily  and  more 
advantageously  obtained.  The  discount  of  the  National  Bank, 
stood  at  9  per  cent,  till  February  18, 1900,  has  now  fallen  to  which 
7  per  cent. 

As  the  commercial  statistics  for  any  given  year    ai*e   not 
published  until  the  autumn  of  the  following  year,  I  can  only  now 
report  on  the  imports  and  exports  for  1 900. 
ImporUand  The  total  imports  into  Boumania  during  1900  amounted  to 

e^i'orts,  1900. 412,105  tons  of  merchandise,  valued  at  8,679,435/.,  as  against 
789,789  tons,  of  a  value  of  13,530,716/.  in  1899.  The  total  exports 
amounted  in  1900  to  2,047,223  tons,  valued  at  11,200,016/1  As 
will  be  obsei-ved  from  the  foregoing  figures,  the  export  exceeded 
the  import  in  value  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  country. 
This  result  must  be  assigned  to  the  financial  difficulties  througli 
which  the  country  was  then  passing. 

Of  the  total  exports,  2,047,223  tons  valued  at  11,200,016/. 
the  United  Kingdom  is  credited  with  having  taken  to  the  value 
of  674,948/.,  or  nearly  about  200,000/.  more  than  in  1899. 
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Amount  aud  Value  of  Principal  Imports  into  Bomnania  from  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Ko. 


DMcrlpMon  of  Ooodi. 


1100. 


QoAnUtj.        VtliM. 


1899. 


QUMtltj. 


Vtloa. 


t 

4 

5 
8 
7 
8 
9 
10 
U 

12 
18 
14 
lA 
Id 
17 
18 
19 
20 
SI 
S2 

tS4 


TiMoei  of  cotton,  djed,  printod... 

Cottun  thread,  undycd     

„     tteact,  bloftched  or  dyed 
TSsgoea  of  wool  of  AOO  gnunmes 

square  metre      

Rice   ...       

Tin,  and  tin-plates 

Coal  and  ooke        

Jate,  and  Jate  eloths        

Shett  iron,  rolled  ... 

Machineiy 

Woollen    tiuoef,   ftrom    800    to 

gmmmes  per  aqnare  metre 
Sewing  cotton 

Caostic  eodiu  ite 

Baw  tiisue  of  cotton 
Oreaae  ..•       «• 

Oxide  of  sine  ...       ... 

L^cei,  tuilet,  cotton  embroidery.., 

Heary  Ironmongery         

Betln,  tar,  pitch     

Tea     M 

Salpbate  of  copper 

V«nilshee  and  liccativo  oils 
Raw  coffee    ... 

Vegetable  oils        •       ... 

Tarred  and  waxed  cloths 


per 


700  i 


Met.  tons 

848 

1,866 

892 

105 
4,830 
2,809 
47,840 

940 
8,042 


•  £ 

287,618 
Its.  498 
142,819 

106,472 
69,660 
66,188 
47,840 
46.124 
86.616 
84,914 


69 

88,270 

202 

82,280 

777 

24,861 

200 

19,224 

461 

14,444 

117 

14.096 

9 

10.770 

492 

9,886 

298 

9,608 

88 

8.072 

269 

7,642 

3S 

6,886 

84 

6,718 

167 

6,670 

46 

6,677 

Met.  tons. 
1,609 
8,119 
1,427 

242 
4,790 
4,486 
172,028 
1,828 
8,689 
1,618 

146 
217 
916 
868 

"202 
19 

*406 
41 


412 

1^ 


£ 
422,624 
248,692 
228,824 

242,980 
68,984 
89,721 

172,028 
87,616 

108,078 
90,820 

70,106 
84,726 
29,827 
84,906 

24,810 
28,160 

167227 
9,864 

18^498 

14,866 
14,800 


Export  of  Petroleum  during  the  Year  1900. 


Ftftroleum. 


To— 


Aa8tria.Hungar7 
United  Eiogdom 
Turkey  •• 
Bulgaria 
Germany 

Korvav  and  Sweden 
lUtly      .. 
Belgium 


Crude. 


Quantity.  Value. 


Tons. 

19,050 

16,386 

8,218 

1,248 


6,999 
"21 


£ 

76,200 

65,640 

12,852 

4,967 

11,467 

23,994 

•  • 

88 


Beflned. 


Value. 

"IT 
1,404 
36,662 
39,092 
82.606 
86,210 

45,404 


The  cost  of  transport  by  rail  of  petroleum  amounted  to  2^  c., 
about  Jrf.  kilom.  ton.  Three  years  ago  it  was  expected  that  there 
^vould  be  a  large  export  of  petroleum  up  the  River  Danube  to 
Bavaria.  In  1898  the  Roumanian  State  Monopolies  concluded  a 
contract  with  a  South-German  navigation  company  for  the  towage 
of  oil  tank  barges  to  Regensburg.  This  succeeded  in  September, 
1899,  until  the  Hungarian  Government  enforced  the  new  tarifl' 
of  dues  at  the  Iron  Gat^s.  The  minei*al  oils  exported  to  Hungary 
have  since  been  sent  by  rail  in  tank  wagons.  The  bulk  of  the 
oil  is  now  exported  via  Constantza. 
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Production  of 

t'otroleuin 

in 

fiouuiania. 

...    ......                                                                       * 

Quantity. 

186^ 

1872..         ..•       

IS9i 

Tons. 

8,018 

12,697 

56,170 

1895 

76,060 

18398 

140,700 

1899 

182,640 

i900 

224,7tK) 

In  the  12  months,  April,  1900  to  March,  1901,  the  total 
eiptert  wafi^  75,879  tons,  viz. : — 


Aitiolet. 


Crude  petroleum 
Eefinea  petroleum 
Bensine       •  • 
Itineral  o3  . . 
Petroleum  residue 


Quantitj. 


Tons. 
46,172 
22,367 

4,146 
SS 

8,162 


As  has  been  remarked  in  previous  reports,  the  petroleum 
industry  is  in  a  cramped  state  through  want  of  capital.  The 
questioii  of  transport  is  still  SL  vexed  one,  the  railway  charges 
:«Fe  high  and  tank  wa'gons  scarce,  though  the  railways  do  indirectly 
contribute  to  the  dbvelopment  of  the  industry  by  employing 
petroleum  as  fuel.  The  various  projects  for  the  laying  ei  a  p^>e 
line  remi^in  in  abeyance.  No  concessions  were  granted  during 
1901.  The  production  for  1901  is  estiraaSted  at  a;boTft  250,000 
tons.  Of  this  quantity  the  "  Steana  Eomana "  produces  nearly 
50  per  cent,  all  froin  the  Prahora  district.  The  amorait  at  oil 
coming  from  Moldavia  has  not  incrtosed. 

The  petroleum  refineries  have  made  some  progress  and  benzine 
is  now  exported  to  Germany.  Th^re  are  about  60  refineries,  of 
which  those  of  the  ''  Steana  Bomana  "  are  the  largest,  and  mono- 
polise nearly  two-thirds  of  the  available  amount  of  crude  oil. 
The  existing  refineries  treated  during  the  first  nine  months  of 
1901  about  140,970  tons  of  crude  petroleum,  and  delivered  some 
37,787  tons  of  refined  oil  besides  grease  and  benzine,  and  58,778 
tons  of  residue,  equivalent  to  80,000  tons  of  imported  coaL 

It  is  estimated  that  Roumanian  crude  petroleum  yields  about 
55  per  cent,  of  benzine  and  kerosene.    The  flash  point  is  hi^ 

Ihe  home  consumption  of  Defroleum,  amounts  to  about 
oOijOOO  tons  of  refined  ^,  and  2,000  tons  benzine.  Lubricating 
oils  wliich  might  be  easily  produced  are  neglected,  as  h  also  the 
production  of  vaseline.  Prices  rule  usually  very  ^w^  they 
were  unnaturally  forced  up  during  the  winter  or  1899-Id00, 
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but  fell  again.  Refined  kerosene  fetched  about  HL  per  ton. 
For  crude  oil  1/.  5s,  per  ton  free  to  railway  station  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  average  price  during  recent  years. 

Nearly  all  the  sugnr  mills,  distilleries,  gasworks,  hospitals  and  Petroleum 
manufactories  in  Eoumania  now  use  petroleum  refuse  as  fuel,  as  •■  ^^^' 
well  as  the  State  railway,  who  employs  it  laro;ely  for  its  loco- 
motives. During  the  last  two  yeara  the  price  of  British  coal  has 
amounted  to  about  21,  per  ton.  Considering  that  the  heating 
effect  of  petroleum  residue  is  about  one  and  a-half  times  that  of 
coal,  and  taking  the  prices  of  coal  at  2l,  per  ton,  the  comparative 
value  of  petroleum  residue  is  equivalent  to  3^  a  ton.  The  average 
price  of  residuum  is  about  11.  128.  and  crude  1/.  88,  per  ton. 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  a  Petroleum  Congress  at  Bucarest  in 
1903.  Before  this  Congress  will  be  laid  geological  maps  of 
Soumania  showii^  the  petroliferous  zones  worked  iand  unworked ; 
maps  showing  the  salt,  lignite,  coal  and  quarries  existing  in  the 
country;  tableB  explaining  the  growth  and  development  of  the 
petroleum  industry;  a  series  of  geological  sections  of  the  most 
important  works  and  soundings;  analyses  of  the  chemical  and 
industrial  properties  of  the  petroleum ;  photographs  of  the  chief 
refineries  and  workshops;  a  series  of  geological  sections  of  the 
valleys ;  plans  ot  Injectow  in  service  tor  the  use  of  petroleum  as 
a  combustible  as  employed  by  the  Soumanian  State  railways  and 
navigation  societies ;  and  a  map  showing  the  geographical  position 
ofRoumania  in  re^rd  to  other  countries;  buyers  of  petroleum ;  the 
means  and  cost  ox  transport,  brides  other  matters  of  importance 
bearing  on  the  subject  of  petroleum. 


HABVESt  during  the  Y^r  1901. 


Ariiolee. 


Wheat 

Bye         

Oats 

Barley 

Cblta 

UBBeed 


Afea  Sown. 


Acres. 
4,048,784 

(09,188 

655,121 
1,244,625 

835.547 
il,Vl5 


Yield. 


Agriculture. 


Buaheb. 
70^175,018 

2,68;»,6il 
16,024,341 
23,482,8:^ 

4,170,018 
587,<K)8 


As  regards  the  total  area  under  cultivation,  wheat  repre- 
seuta  27'0;3  per  cent;  rye,  3-25  per  cent.;  oate,  4'96  per  cent.; 
barley,  lO 45  i>er  cent ;  col£a,  1*84  j)er cent. ;  linseed, 04u per  cent. 

Maize  sown,  6,272,303  acres;  yield,  123,244.800  bushels. 

The  tottil  export  of  grain  from  lioumaniun,  13ul^ariun  and  Export  of 
Ilus6iau  ports  on  the  Dauube  amounted  to  12,8^^2,9:^1  quartets;  grain,  i90l. 
inclusive  of  about  3,9oO,000  quarters  shipped  at  Suliiia  from 
bMges.    Oalatz  itself  exported  1,143,832  quarters  distributed  as 
follows  :-^ 
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Articles. 


Wheat 

Bre.. 

Maixe 

Barley 

Oats.. 

Beans 

MiUet 

Bape  seed 

Linseed 

Flax.. 


Total 


Quantity. 

Quarters. 

190,528. 

342.476 

354,679 

157,768 

84.376 

9,670 

934 

2,564 

818 

60 


1,148,852 


Other  principal  articles  of  export  from  Qalatz  were : — 


Articles. 


Planks  .. 
Timber  .. 
Flour  .. 
Peas 

Sawdust  . . 
Susar  •• 
Ofll  beams 


Pieces  ., 

Cubic  mettes 
Tons  ••         ., 


Cement 

Salt 

Various 


Pieces 
Tons  .. 


Quantity. 


1,786,834 

895,181 

2,644 

1^8 

1,766 

5,877 

2,994 

08,454 

861 

400 

7,766 


Sugar.  In  view  of  a  recent  law  passed  imposing  a  tax  of  15  c.  per  kilo, 

on  all  sugar  exported,  it  may  not  be  devoid  of  interest  to  trace 
shortly  the  development  of  this  industry. 

The  law  of  May  14, 1896,  gave  a  gi*eat  impetus  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  sugar  trade  by  granting  a  bounty  of  16  c.  per  kilo,  on 
all  sugar  manufactured  in  the  country,  as  well  qs  putting  on  a 
heavy  duty  of  35  c.  per  kilo,  on  all  imported  sugar.  The  results 
obtained  exceeded  all  expectations  then  formed  of  the  trade.  In 
the  five  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  application  of  the  law, 
not  only  has  the  supply  of  sugar  been  equal  to  the  home  demand 
but  a  considerable  export  trade  has  grown  up. 


Amoost  of  Sugar-- 

Home- 

TOUI 

KamsofMaanlactonr. 

Year. 

Home 
Manu- 
factured. 

Imported. 

Exported. 

m«de 
Sogtt 
Con- 
sumed. 

ifl 

fiawut        

Ghltna,SaMat       

Oiltlla,  SoMut,  MarasMti 
Ohirlla,  Sifcut.  SUnsail 
Chltiia,      Sapcat,       Marateati, 

ttoman,  BrioeeDi          

Chitila,      Saacat,      ManueaU, 

Jioouui.  Brtootti  and  BIploenI 

18M-e7 
1897-98 
I898-»9 
I80i)'-I900 

1900-01 

1901-02* 

Tona. 
1,708 
8.«l 

10,676 
8,»6S 

18,714 

6,621 

Tona. 
16,016 
16,041 
I&,&8& 
7,948 

8,645 

226 

Tooa. 

... 

2.678 
8,707 

Tona. 
2,816 
2.767 
6,429 
8,856 

11,660 

7,284 

Tom. 
17,881 
17,788 
20,964 
16,808 

16,296 

7,510 

*  Six  montba. 
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Since  the  State  r^'uiated  the  fisheries  iu  189o,  and  declared  Fisheries, 
a  close  time  for  fish,  the  industry  has  thrived  and  the  large  lakes 
that  abound  in  the  delta  of  the  Danube,  between  the  St.  George's 
and  Kilia  arms  of  the  river  yield  lai^e  quantities  of  fish.  The 
valuable  caviar  fishery  at  the  St.  George*s  mouth  of  the  Danubd  is 
also  under  State  control. 

In  1901  Eoumania  exported  4.862  tons  of  fish  against  3,719 
tons  in  1900,  the  import  was  3,674  tons  as  against  4,040  tons  in 
1900.  Austria-Hungary  is  the  cliief  buyer  with  3,207  tons,  and 
Russia  with  1,459  tons.  Until  quite  recently  Eoumania  imported 
yearly  nearly  9,000  tons  of  fish  from  Kussia.  Fishery  conven- 
tions have  been  concluded  with  Eussia  and  Bulgaria 

Since  the   Eoumanian   Goveinment   took  the  wise    step    of  Timber, 
reducing  the  railway  tariffs  for  conveyance  of  wood  over  their 
system,  and  by  so  doing  diverted  the  trade  from  Odessa,  the  export 
of  timber  from  Galatz  has  been  progressive. 

The  timber  export  has  to  some  extent  compensated  the  port 
of  Galatz  for  the  loss  of  the  grain  trade,  tliat  has  now  gone  to  the 
sister  port  of  Bi-aila. 

That  Galatz  has  a  practical  monopoly  of  the  timber  export 
trade  is  due  to  the  initiative  and  untiring  exertions  of  a  well-known 
British  firm. 

During  1901  a  very  large  business  in  the  export  of  wood  w&ja 
doue,  amounting  to  318,957  tons,  distributed  as  follows  amongst 
the  different  countries : — 


To— 


QoMitity. 


Tons. 

Russia         61,278 

Holland 68,678 

Turkey        41,298 

Frame         34,129 

Italy \.  26,282 

Bulgaria ,  24,228 

Belgium ..         ..  20,839 

Afnca          20,214 

Ghreeoe         16,642 

Germany     ..         ..         ..         .•         ..  7,61o 

United  Kingdom .  7,666 

Spain           399 

Total 318,967 


Eoughly  speaking,  about  25  per  cent,  was  Boumanian  wood, 
the  rest  being  timber  in  transit  from  Transylvania^  Gralioia  and 
Bucovina. 

The  timber  sent  to  Antwerp  (Belgium)  was  mostly  oak  railway 
sleepers  for  the  Congo.  These  would  be  entirely  Boumanian 
produce.  They  are  of  good  quality,  but  have  a  tendency  to 
crack.    The  export  to  Bulgaria  was  made  entirely  by  lighters. 

Most  of  the  wood  exported  to  Kussia  goes  to  Batoum.  It  is 
used  for  petroleum  dnuns. 
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Kouinaniau  liouuuuiiaii  toi'e^ts  cover  about  cue-sixth  of  the  total  area  of 

forests.  the  country,  and  are  owned  respectively  by — 


Area. 


Acres. 

ThoJ^tate  ,        2,712,500 

The  Crown  domains 175,500 

Public  eetabliBhments  and  communea            . .  815,000 

Pri\'ate  indiTidaalf 3,732,000 


Total ;        6,935,000 


The  following  is  the  relative  degi'ee  cf  value  of  the  various 
forests  in  Eoumania :  (1)  Beech ;  (2)  Biiferent  varieties  of  oak ; 

(3)  Pitch  pine ;  (4)  Fir ;  (5)  Lime,  elm,  ash,  plane. 

The  forests  of  the  peasant  proprietors  and  small  holders  have 
been  practically  ruined  by  promiscuous  and  wholesale  cutting, 
those  of  the  State  are,  however,  in  good  condition  and  great  care 
is  now  exercised  in  regard  to  cutting. 

The  cliief  sawmills  in    the    country  are   Goetz  and   Co.,    of 
Galatz ;  Niculescu  Mitenu,  of  Doitana ;  V.  Ciunto,  of  Neaiutas. 
Tianaport  During  1901,  the  Roumanian    State    Railways    encountered 

of  cereals.  exceptional  diflRculties  resulting  from  the  large  accumulation  of 
grain  in  the  months  of  Noveniber  and  December.  Not  less  than 
14,000  trucks  (10  tons)  arrived  at  Braila  during  November  loaded 
with  grain  and  farinaceous  produce,  as  against  7,766  trucks  in 
1900.  From  April  1  until  December  31,  175,000  trucks  loaded 
with  grain  arrived  at  the  diflerent  ports. 

In  1900  this  number  was  114,000  and  in  1899  only  48,000. 

With  regard  to  fuel,  the  State  railways  employ  less  and  less 
foreign  coal.  From  the  point  of  view  of  cheapness,  the  diflerent 
kinds  of  fuel  may  be  classed  as  follows:— (1)  Wood;  (2)  Resi- 
duum of  petroleum  ;  (3)  Petroleum  residuum  mixed  with  lignite ; 

(4)  Foreign  coal. 

During  1901,  the  railways  used  8,550,000  cubic  feet  of  wood, 
100,000  tons  of  lignite;  260,000  tons  of  petroleum  residuum  and 
50,000  tons  of  foreign  coal. 

Out  of  a  total  of  484  locomotives,  o39   use  petroleum  and 

lignite  as  fuel,  and  others  are  now  being  converted  for  the  adoption 

of  this  fuel. 

Works  of  the        The  water  over  the  bar  at  Sulina  has  been  constant  throughout 

European        ^y^  p^gt  y^p  ^f^  24  feet.     In  the  Sulina  biunch  the  minimum 

of^the*""^'*     depth  ol  water  recorded  was  18  feet  in  August  and  20  feet  in 

Danube.         October.     In  the  busy  months  of  November  and  December  thert 

was  a  depth  of  19  feet  3  inches.    Good  progress  was  made  on 

the  excavations  for  the  new   big  cutting  ^>etwecn  tho  18th  and 

*i7th  milestones,  and  it  is  probable  tliat  this  important  work  will 

be  opened  to  navigation  in  the  autumn  of  the  pi^ent  year.    With 

it0  iliaugaciatioti  tJbe  navigation  of  the  Sulina  branch  of  the  ^ver 

Danube  will  be  rendered  quite  simple. 
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During  1901  the  uiimber  of  deaths  from  scarlatina,  measles,  Pub&Lealdi. 
diphtheria,  typhoid,  small-pox  and  dysentery  was  6,662,    about 
10  per  eent;     The  patholo^cal  and  bacteriological  institute  at 
Brorfiarest  sent  out  24,000  doses  of  anti-diphtheric  serum  for  use. 

Foot-and-mouth  disease  was  very  common  during  the  year;  cattie  disease, 
there  were  459,242  cases. 

Pneumo-enteritis  amongst  swine  was  also  prevalent,  but  has 
at  present  nearly  disappeared. 

The  total  tonnage  of  all  nationalities  visiting  the  Danube  during  Shipping. 
1901  was  1,830,002  tons  with  1,297  vessels,  showing  an  increase 
of  196  vessels  of  577,493  tons  on  the  totals  of  1900.  Of  these, 
461  Were  Brit^h,  aggregating  804,304  ton&  The  average  tonnage 
of  British  vessels  was  1,745  tons.  As  regards  the  port  of  Oalatz, 
the  entrances  and  clearances  of  British  steamers  show  150  vessels 
ol  230,042  tons,  as  against  78  vessels  of  110,437  tons  in  1900.  Of 
these,  52  with  an  aggregate  of  78,283  tons  arrived  in  bailagfc ;  65 
were  partially  loaded,  six  brought  coal  cargoes  from  the  United 
Kingdom ;  26  came  with  general  cargo  from  Antwerp  and  Liver- 
pool, Rotterdam  and  Liverpool,  Antwerp  and  London,  and  one  with 
rice  from  Bangoon. 

On  the  150  British  vessels  that  entered  the  port  of  Galatz  The  manning 

WeT6 —  of  Brilish 

••  "       '  .  yeesels. 

Number. 


Masters  ..         •• 

Mates      .. 

l^n^fineen 

A.B.'8 

^^iremen  ..  ..  ..         ...  i 

Ordinarj  scanien 

Carpenters 

Boats  (fains 

Cooks  and  stewards 

Apprentices  and  boys   . . 


British. 

Foreign. 

148. 

2 

350 

4 

443. 

I 

315 

549 

424 

5^ 

42 

37 

27 

82 

64 

69 

301 

152 

38 

1 

Digitized  by 


Google 


CALATZ. 


foreign 
■hippiog. 


The  shippiug  of  other  iiatioualities  loading  up  the  river  were — 


Bteam. 


Country. 


Austria-Hungary 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Denmark 
France  .. 
Germany  •• 

Greece  .. 
Holland. . 
Italy  .. 
Norway. , 
Boumania 
Buttia  ••  •• 
Samoa  •• 
Spain  • «  I  • 
Sweden  • . 
Turkey  •• 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


Sailing. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


119 

;  196,367 

9 

'   14,811 

5 

7,698 

16 

24,539 

19 

26,797 

161 

855,833 

12 

18,686 

85 

180,491 

4 

4,792 

24 

37,667 

188 

78,262 

17 

31,717 

1 

1,774 

81 

16,141 

38 

"s 

155 


840 

I1V512 

"402 
'227 

89,804 


Austro-Hungarian  steam  tonnage  again  shows  an  increase  on 
last  year  of  nearly  70,000  tons;  Greek,  36,342  tons;  Italian, 
14,270  tons ;  whilst  Russia  and  France  show  a  slight  falling-off. 

Bbaila. 


Trade  and 
conunerce. 
Crops* 


Exports. 


Mr.  Vice-ConBul  Norcop  reports  as  follows : — 

This  year  has  been  remarkable  for  one  of  the  best  all  round 
crops  which  the  districts  of  Braila  and  Jalomifa  have  had  for  a 
long  time.  Wheat,  barley,  oats  and  rye  have  proved  an  average 
crop.  They  would  have  been  exceptionally  good  but  for  the 
unfavourable  weather  that  prevailed  during  the  harvesting.  But 
the  disappointed  expectations  of  farmers  at  the  inferior  quality  of 
the  above  crops  have  been  more  than  compensated  by  one  of  the 
lai'gest  maize  crops  ever  known  in  these  districts.  The  unseason- 
ably dry  weather  prevailing  during  October  and  November  enabled 
farmers  to  gather  and  store  their  maize  crop  in  splendid  condition, 
in  fact,  a  good  proportion  of  it  was  so  dry  that  it  was  thrashed, 
brought  to  the  markets  and  shipped,  with  only  a  very  insignificant 
admixture  of  old  maize. 

The  exports  from  the  port  of  Braila  were  in  quantities  as 
under ; — 
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Jlrtielat. 


WhetA Qiiarfcers 

Maize *  „ 

Bwlej 

O^tt        ••         ••         •  •  ,, 

By#         

Beans i  „ 

Millet     ., 
Rapeseed 

Linseed „ 

Hemp-seed        '  „ 

Flour '  Tons 

Bran 


'I 


PoUard  .. 
Cheese  •  • 
Butter  .. 
Tar 

Lentils  .. 
Alcohol  .. 
Old  iron . . 
Sacks  .. 
Wine  . . 
Vetches  .. 
Pine  cones 
Oak  wood 
Tobacco  .. 
Seeds 

Colza  cakes 
Canary  seed 
Miscellaneous 
Pig" 

Flanks  .. 
Shaped  wood 


Head.. 
Pieces 
Cabio  yards  . 


Quantity. 


2,403,468 

4,011,818 

989,846 

665,714 

571,402 

276,881 

61,016 

400,901 

6,788 

7,257 

17,966 

12,494 

1,278 

140 

1 

37 

20 

88 

308 

64 

46 

86 

07 

20 

8 

1 

88G 

22 

1,066 

820 

169,817 

12,907 


Grain   stocks  in    Braila   on   the   last  day  of  the  year  were  Oram  stocks, 
estimated  at — 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Quarters. 

Wheat         49,712 

Maize  26,628 

Barley         16,671 

Bye 9,941 

Beans  1,666 


The  total  import  of  British  coal  at  Braila  during  the  year  Coal  imfwrt 
1901  amounted  to  41,939  tons,  of  which  only  8,105  tons  was 
brought  by  British  vessels.    The  total  import  exceeds  by  25,046 
tons  that  of  1900.    The  total  import  of  Servian  ooal  was  1,910 
tons. 

The  total  import  of  agricultural  machinery,  &c.,  into  the  Braila  Agrionltonl 
district,  by  land  and  sea,  during  year  1901  was  five  threshers ;  J^^^*^* 
1,469  cases  or  packages  of  agricultural  machinery;  1,079  ploughs 
in  cases  or  packages;  three  railway  wagon  loads  of  ploughs, 
weighing  together  3:»  tons ;  and  eight  cases  or  packages  of  scythes. 
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Shippiug  and         Brilisli  «liippiug   in   1901  shows   an  increase  of    93   vessels 
navjgarioii.      compared  with  1900,  211  vessels  having  arrived  against  118,  the 
total  net  register  tonnage  in  1901  being  312,796  against  166,285 
in  1900. 

Seven  steamers  were  in  port,  loading,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
the  Danube  being  open  to  navigation,  and  abnormally  fine  weather 
})revailing  for  the  time  of  year. 

Of  the  arrivals,  83  vessels  brought  more  or  less  complete  general 
cai^es  from  the  following  ports,  viz. : — 


Port 

Number  pf 
Vesflels. 

Antwerp  and  Liyeipool 

„           London 

Liverpool  only 

London      '„         

18 
10 

4 
1 

Total 

sr ' 

One  vessel  arrived  from  Eangoon  with  rice,  five  froip  British 
ports  with  coal,  and  one  from  Constantza  with  part  general  cargo. 

In  ballast  there  arrived  124  vessels  from  various  Mediterranean 
or  Black  Sea  ports,  and  six  from  Lower  Danube  ports,  five  from 
ports  in  the  United  Kingdom,  one  from  Madeira,  and  one  from 
the  Azores.  34  vessels  arrived,  with  part  cargoes  of  gmin, 
from  Galatz  and  Tulcea  to  complete  at  Braila.  Homewards 
133  vessels  left  fully  grain  laden,  and  68  to  complete  at  the  Lower 
Danube  ports.  One  vessel  left  for  Patras  in  bsJlast,  and  two  for 
Galatz.  Antwerp  and  Eotterdam  attracted  close  on  half  of  the 
outgoing  fleet. 

Of  the  whole  fleet  of  211  British  ships,  five  masters,  nine 
mates,  and  three  engineers  were  foreigners.  Of  the  petty  ofihcers 
110  boatswains  and  26  cai*penters  were  British  to  70  and  87 
foreigners  respectively.  There  were  493  British  engaged  as  able 
seamen  to  706  foreigners  of  that  rating ;  40  British  to  26  foreign 
ordinary  seamen ;  457  British  to  177  foreign  cooks,  stewards,  and 
assistant  steyrards;  646  British  tp  708  foreign  donkeymen  and 
firemen*  A  great  increase  is  to  be  noted  in  the  foreign  element 
as  regards  anle  seamen,  as  compared  with  last  year's  report. 
Theie  were  61  apprentices  (a  large  increase  on  last  year),  and 
one  boy. 
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Shipping,  other  than  British,  is  accouated  for  as  uuder  :— 


Oountiy. 


FranM  .  •  .  • 
(Germany. .  •  • 
Torkej    .. 

OfOOOV 

Belffiam  . .         .  • 
Holland  .. 
8ii«den  and  Novway 
9pm 

ItoiuQavk.  •  .  • 
Boumania 


Kumber  of 
YeoselB. 


108 
16 
18 
411 
147 
76 
82 

7 
12 

4 
17 

9 


Foreign 
ghippuig. 


Tons. 


156,059 
20,127 
28,068 
17,609 

190,901 
2S,974 

114,128 
10,098 
16,626 
4,168 
29,286 
2,780 
42,262 


Turkejr  had  2,854,  and  Greece  1,578,  of  sailing  tonnage, 
included  m  above  figures. 

The  29  Roumanian  steamers  enumerated  above  belong  to  the 
State  (Service  Maritime  lioumain),  and  ply  between  Braila  and 
Rotterdam. 

Table  showing  Average  Rates  of  Freight  to  the  United  Kingdom  Freight  rates, 
from  Braila,  per  Ton,  during  the  Year  1901, 


Month. 


March 
April       •  • 
May 

June        «• 
July 

August    .  • 
September 
October  •• 
NoTember 
December 


Bates  of  Freight. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

t.    d. 

€.    d. 

10    6 

7    9 

11     6 

8    7 

i          11    6 

8  10 

10    6 

8    3 

'          10    8 

8    3 

12    0 

8    6 

14    0 

10  10 

14    0 

11    0 

16    6 

12    0 

16    9 

18    0 

During  the  year  1901  there  were  1,880  births  and  1,625  deaths  Population 
at  Braila.  Principal  causes  of  deaths : — Marsh  fever,  typhoid  fever,  fa*  public 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  scarlatina,  affections  of    the  heart  and  * 

kidneys,  broncho-pneumonia,  dysentery,  and  diphtheria.    The  total 
population  of  Brsola  remains  at  about  58,000. 

The  quays  at  the  upper  or  western  end  of  the  port  still  remain  public  works, 
in  an  incomplete  condition.  Quays. 

A  tax,  by  order  of  the  Administration  of  the  State  Eailwa3rs  New  tax. 
(F.,  No.  2074,  under  date  of  August  27,  1901),  is  now  placed  on 
all  merehandise  passing  through  Braila  dock  gates  in  carts,  to 
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be  loaded  ou  board  vessels  iu  the  docks.     This  tax  is  15  bani 
(lid.)  per  ton  of  merchandise  loaded  on  board,  and  concerns  the 
shipper  only,  and  not  the  shipowner. 
Geoenl  As  was  to  be  expected,  the  effect  of  the  good  crop  was  that 

vamwrka.  an  impulse  was  given  to  business,  and  agricultural  and  other 
labour  found  ready  employment  at  remunerative  wages ;  the  banks 
were  able  to  encash  part  of  the  arrears  due  to  them,  and,  at^  the 
same  time,  did  a  large  and  profitable  business. 

Shopkeepers,  especially  those  retailing  commodities  and'neces* 
saries  for  agricultural  labourers  and  workmen,  had  a  very  brisk 
demand  for  their  wares,  while  those  providing  for  the  middle  and 
upper  classes  had  a  comparatively  good  season,  and,  in  geneml, 
everything  points  to  a  revival  of  trade  and  return  of  confidence. 

It  would  have  been  too  much  to  expect  that  a  good  crop  would 
efface  the  disastrous  results  of  a  series  of  bad  years,  but  the  posi- 
tion  is  much  healthier  than  it  has  been  for  a  long  time. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  a  good  proportion  of  this  year's 
(1901)  wheat,  barley  and  rye,  and  about  three-quarters  of  the 
maize  crop  are  still  in  the  farmers'  granaries,  and  will  be  brought 
to  the  markets  and  exported  next  season. 

The  autumn  sowings  have  been  effected,  and  are  progressing 
imder  favourable  conditions,  but  the  area  sown  is  less  than  that  of 
Iftst  year  (1900), 


General 
fhipping. 


CONSTANTZA. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Zohrab  reports  as  follows : — 
The  entire  shipping  of  the  port  of  Constantsa  for  the  year  1901 
is  given  in  the  following  table : — 


Kationality. 

Number 
of  Yetaels. 

Tons. 

Bemarks. 

BritiBli          •• 

•  • 

66 

88,608 

Steam 

Austro-Hungarian 

•• 

102 

125,967 

Except  5 ;   "  Austrian-Lloyd  " 
steamers 

Belgian 

•  • 

1,600 

Steam 

Bulgarian     •  • 

•  • 

648 

Steam 

Danuh 

• . 

1,088 

Steam 

Dutch           •• 

•  • 

1,260 

Steam 

French 

•  • 

1,450 

Steam 

German 

,, 

18 

18,989 

Steam 

Greek.. 

{ 

22 
8 

26,982 
801 

Steam 
Sailing 

Italian 

•  • 

97 

156,723 

Steam.      Mostly    ''Florio-Bu. 
battino"  boats 

•  • 

1 

1,110 

Steam 

Boumanian   .. 

•  • 

18 

26,136 

"  Service  Maritime  Boumain  " 
cargo  steamers 

Bussian         •• 

{ 

•  • 

1 
1 

627 
270 

Steam 
SaUing 

Spanish         •• 

3 

4,825 

Steam 

Turkish 

t  a 

7 
64 

8,767 
13,523 

Steam 
Sailing 

Total  •• 

408 

478,159 
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The  Boumanian  passenger  boats  which  ply  weekly  betweoi 
this  port  and  Constantinople  are  not  included  in  the  above  table* 
They  number  80  vessels  of  57,533  tons.  If  these  be  taken  into 
consideration,  the  year  1901,  when  compared  with  1900,  shows  an 
increase  of  12  vessels  and  30,790  tons,  though  the  total  number 
of  Eomnanian  vessels,  including  passenger  boats,  which  entered  in 
the  latter  year  amounted  to  134,  of  125,280  tons,  whereas  in  1901 
the  total  number  and  tonnage  amounted  to  98  vessels  of  83,669 
tons. 

As  compared  with  1900  British  shipping  for  1901  shows  an  British 
increase  of  26  vessels  of  32,926  tons.  »hippiii|f. 

Of  the  arrivals,  53  entered  in  ballast,  three  with  complete  coal 
cargoes,  and  the  remainder  with  part  cargoes 

Of  the  66  arrivals,  64  vessels  cleared,  of  which  51  loaded  com- 
plete cargoes,  nine  part  cargoes,  and  four  left  in  ballast. 

The  imports  amounted  to  114,223  tons,  as  against  74,090  tons  imports 
in  1900. 

The  "  Service  Maritime  Roumain  *'  cargo  boats  landed  21,000 
tons  of  German  coal,  and  3,000  tons  of  Cardiff  coal. 

Three  British  steamers  entered  with  coal  cargoes,  discharging 
4,273  tons  of  coal,  1,614  tons  of  coke,  and  19  tons  of  anthracite. 

One  Russian  steamer  entered  from  Mariupol  with  787  tons  of 
anthracite  and  196  tons  of  coke. 

Turkey  supplied  19,600  tons  of  coal  and  550  tons  of  coke. 

1,812  tons  of  general  merchandise  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  264  tons  from  Antwerp  were  landed  here  by  British  steamers. 

For  the  harbour  extension  works  25,940  tons  of  Santorin  earth 
were  imported. 

The  export  of  cereals  amounted  to   1,162,176  quarters,  an  Expoiti. 
increase  of  890,531  quarters  in  comparison  with   the  export  of 
1900. 

Of  this  quantity  724,863  quarters  left  this  port  in  British  ships, 
as  under : — 


Artioles. 


Bariej 

Maize 

Oalis.. 

Millet 

Wheat 

Lioseed 

Bape  leed 

Bye  .. 

Beant 


Qaantitj. 


Total 


Qoartere. 

804,689 

168,206 

78,190 

67,704 

87,054 

32.910 

28,064 

15,424 

2,772 


724,868 


The  export  of  petroleum  amounted  to  17,212  tons,  showing  a 
decrease  of  30,045  tons  compared  with  the  export  of  1900.     Of 
refined  oil  12,709  tons,  and  of  crude  oil  4,503  tons  were  shipped ; 
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7,477  tons  of  the  former  and  the  whole  of  the  ktter  went  to  the 
United  Kingdom. 

No  British  tank  steamer  visited  this  port.  The  oil  shipped  in 
bulk  was  carried  by  one  Spanish  and  four  Greek  steamers. 

Other  articles  of  export  were,  flour,  5,436  tons ;  sugar,  4,6*0 
tons  ;  and  cheese,  488  tons ;  for  Bulgaria  and  Turkey  chiefly. 

The  export  of  cattle  and  sheep  was  small,  consisting  of  200 
head  of  the  former,  and  4,650  of  the  latter. 
-General  The  progi'ess  made  in  the  harbour  extension  works  is  con- 

jremarks.  siderable.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  nine  alongside  berths  were 
available — five  within  the  limits  of  the  old  harbour  and  four 
alongside  the  new  quays.  In  April  next,  it  is  said,  the  work  will 
be  energetically  pushed  forward.  The  area  of  shelter  for  shipping 
has  been  greatly  enlarged,  and  vessels  are  now  no  longer  exposed 
to  the  serious  risks  they  had  to  run  some  years  since  during  the 
winter  months. 

The  harvest  of  1901  was  the  best  that  has  been  gathered  in 
during  many  years.  As  regards  quantity  it  was  considerably 
above  the  average.  Maize  and  oats  were  particularly  abundant, 
and  both  good  in  quality.  Wheat,  barley  and  rye  suffered  some- 
what from  excess  of  rain,  millet  and  linseed  were  fairly  satisfactory, 
rape-seed  fairly  good. 

The  cultivation  of  lentils  and  mustard  has  been  tried  on  some 
farms,  and  small  quantities  have  been  exported. 

SUUNA. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Sarell  reports  as  follows : — 
Shipping.  In  the  year  1901  no  less  than  1,411  vessels,  of  a  total  registered 

tonnage  of  1,830,002  tons,  cleared  at  the  Sulina  offices  of  the 
European  Commission  of  the  Danube,  and  of  these  337,  of  a  total 
tonnage  of  540,327  ^  tons,  loaded  entire  cargoes  in  Sulina  Harbour 
or  in  the  roadsteail.  Of  these  eight  were  obliged  to  complete 
their  loading  operations  in  the  roads,  their  draught  of  water  being 
more  than  24  feet,  the  average  depth  on  the  bar.  Of  these  eight 
steamers  seven  were  British,  whUe  of  the  329  steamers  which 
loaded  full  cargoes  at  Sulina  231,  representing  a  total  tonnage  of 
399,186  tons,  or  76  per  cent,  of  the  total,  were  also  British. 
Export  trade.  From  the  month  of  September,  1901,  there  has  been  a  remark- 
able movement  of  shipping  in  Sulina,  which  has  profited  propor- 
tionately more  than  any  other  by  the  revival  in  the  Roumanian 
grain  trade. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  figures  for  the  years 
1900-01,  together  with  those  for  the  first  five  months  of  the 
present  year. 

An  examination  of  the  figures  will  show  the  growing  importance 
of  Sulina  as  compared  with  the  other  ports  of  the  Danube. 
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Table  Bhowing  Total  Vessels  Loaded  in  Danube  Ports  (including 
Sulina)  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


. 

1900. 

1901. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

All  nationalities 

260 
1,101 

458,921 
1,252.509 

461 
1,411 

814,804 
1,880,002 

Table  showing  Total  Vessels  which  Loaded  Entire  Cargoes  at 
Sulina  (including  those  which  took  in  their  Cargoes  in  the 
Roads)  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


1900. 

1901. 

NationaUtj. 

Number  of          m^^. 
Vessels.      |        ^^'^•• 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

AU  nationalities 

188              244,249 
198              312,469 

288 
387 

413,579 
540»827 

Table  showing  Total  Vessels  which  Loaded  Entire   Cargoes  on 
the  Danube  and  at  Sulina  during  the  Year  1902  (Five  Months). 


Danube. 

1 

Suiioa. 

Nationality. 

!  Number  of 
;     Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  •  •         •  •         •  •            286 

All  nationalities      •    .*           552 

441,190 
818^756 

152 
228 

288,509 
884,484 

Kbtubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Sulina  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1901. 

190a 

Wheat        

Bye 

Maize         

Barley        

Oats 

Haricots 

MiUetseed 

Bapeseed 

Hemp  seed 

Quarters. 

704,138 

286,827 

1,946,118 

479,022 

80,909 

21,99fr 

38,490 

15,232 

27 

Quarters. 

868,630 

81,454 

806,592 

867,601 

6,987 

11,972 

8,910 

85,176 

2,028 

Total 

8,522,753 

2,191,800 
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Ck)MPjLBi80H  of  Yeaaels  Entering  Solina  during  the  Tears 
1868-1901. 


Nationftlitj. 

Tew. 

Aniiro- 

British. 

Greek. 

Italian. 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1876 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

ie89 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893      .. 

1894 

1896 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900      , 

1901 

Percent 

10-18 

11-22 

14-37 

13-41 

11-82 

10*62 

12-56 

9*40 

6-64 

5-62 

6-97 

7-66 

7-47 

6-92 

6-74 

6*60 

6-43 

7*49 

6-82 

6-62 

6*25 

6*23 

5*23 

6*29 

6*80 

3-29 

4*14 

6-86 

6-30 

6-66 

12-27 

9*34 

10*60 

•  • 

Per  oent. 
25-36 
27*76 
28*71 
82-54 
29-72 
40-69 
42  16 
49-79 
60-45 
64-91 
69*67 
61-76 
60-49 
62-80 
67-38 
66-14 
64-36 
66*25 
66-69 
66-16 
7109 
67-98 
63-91 
66-54 
60-74 
68*01 
63-84 
58-28 
61*16 
61*20 
47-07 
41-68 
36-64 
43*0 

Per  oent. 
22-31 
16*62 
18-38 
20-61 
28-54 
17-64 
16-30 
15*29 
14-33 
16-86 
17*18 
22-87 
23-82 
16-22 
11-81 
10-49 
11-68 
12-08 
10-79 
10  14 

7-23 

8-72 
10*72 
11-14 
13*98 
12-82 
13-18 
16-64 
14-19 

8-33 
14-46 
16*60 
20*46 

•  • 

Per  cent. 
21  00 
22-52 
26-47 
17-27 
9-59 
11-68 
6*45 
8  17 
4-88 
3-63 
1-64 
1-70 
2*12 
1-20 
1*03 
0*61 
1-02 
109 
2-56 
3-61 
2*40 
4*60 
3-80 
2*36 
3*51 
2-05 
2*63 
3-61 
4-44 
6*77 
7*16 
8-42 
10-32 

LONDON: 

Printed  for  His  Majesty's  Stationery  OiBoe, 

Bt  HABmSOK  AND  SONS, 

Printers  in  Ordinary  to  His  ICajettj. 

(76    8|02— H&S    106) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  2698  Aimiial  Series. 
DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS. 


RUSSIA. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1900 


ON     THE 


TRADE    AND    COMMERCE    OF    THE    CONSULAR 
DISTRICT    OF    RIGA. 


REFERENCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  2505. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament^  hy  Command  of  His  Majesty^ 
SEPTEMBER,  1901. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  HIS  MAJESTY'S  STATIONERY  OFFICa. 

BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN'S  LANE. 

PRINTERS  IN  ORDINARY  TO  HIS  MAJRSTT. 


And  to  be  pprohaBed,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from 

XYRE  &  SPOITISWOODE,  East  Harding  Strbkt,  Flbbt  Street,  B.O.9 

and  82,  Abingdon  Street,  Wkstminster,  S.W.; 

or  OLIVER  &  BOYD,  Edinburgh  $ 

or  B.  PONSONBY,  116,  Gratton  Street,  Dublin. 

1901. 
[Cd.  786 — 2.]  Price  Twopence. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS. 


Paoi 

BlOA  — 

Introductory  8 

Imports  decrease  in  1960 8 

Table  of  increase  and  decrease 4 

Import  of  coal  and  coke,  continued  increase 4 

Import  of  machinery 4 

Herrings 4 

Decrease  in  imports  of  iron  and  steel *. 6 

Position  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  other  countries  with  regard  to 

import ; 6 

Exports 6 

Grain  trade 6 

Rje  6 

Wheat i 6 

Barley 6 

Oats ^ 6 

Linseed 6 

Oilcake 6 

Hempseed    « 6 

Flax « ^ ;.. 6 

Timber ^ ■    7 

Eggs 9 

Butter 9 

Shipping , 9 

Freights   ^ 9 

Public  works — ^railways 9 

Permanent  bridge  across  the  Dfina..^ ^....  9 

New  harbour  works   t^ 9 

Electric  trams  ......................^......m 9 

Industrial  exhibition .; 9 

Public  health 9 

LiBAU  trade  report    12 

WWDAU        „           20 

Pbbnau         „           28 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  2698.  Annual  Series. 

Befererrxe  to  previous  Bepoii,  Annual  Series  No.  2505. 


Xepart  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of  Riga 
forth^  Tear  1900 

By  Mr.  Consul  Woodhouse. 

(BeceiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  August  16, 1001.) 

For  some  years  past  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Eiga  have  been  Introductory* 
marked  by  uninterrupted  progress.  The  opening  up  of  the  country 
by  the  extension  of  railway  communication,  and  the  general  de- 
velopment of  industrial  enterprise,  contributed  largely  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  port,  which  at  one  time  had  shown  unmistakable 
signs  of  declining,  the  old  trades  having  given  way  to  encroach- 
ments in  the  form  of  competition,  and  the  introduction  of  new  and 
strange  methods  of  business. 

Unfortunately,  however,  in  1900  the  depression,  which  had 
affected  many  other  parts  of  the  Russian  Empire,  made 
itself  felt  in  Eiga.  Over-production  in  many  branches  of  manu- 
facture, coupled  with  repeated  failures  of  the  crops,  combined 
to  bring  about  a  want  of  money  and  a  corresponding  reduction  of 
credit.  Still,  taking  everything  into  consideration,  Riga  has  very 
little  to  complain  of,  and  if  1900  fell  short  of  1899  it  is  no  proof 
that  1901  wHl  follow  suit.  It  is  true  that  the  timber  trade  is  dis- 
organised, thdt  the  flax  and  hemp  trades  are  no  better  off,  and 
that  the  grain  trade  is  held  in  suspension,  but  it  may  be  only 
momentary,  and  a  turn  of  the  wheel  may  bring  matters  right 
again. 

The  returns  of  imports  and  exports  for  the  past  year  have  been 
procured  from  the  usual  source,  viz.,  the  preliminary  statements 
issued  by.  the  Exchange  Committee  ;  the  quantities  and  values  of 
the  various  articles  shown  in  Annexes  A  and  B  are  therefore  to 
be  taken  as  approximate.  It  is  impossible  to  get  more  accurate 
figures  at  so  early  a  period,  consequently  allowance  must  be  made 
for  any  differences  that  may  appear  later  on. 

In  Annex  C  are  given  the  total  values  of  all  articles  imported 
from  and  exported  to  foreign  countries  in  1900  and  1899.  The 
returns  of  all  shipping  entered  and  cleared  at  the  port  of  Riga  in 
1900  appear  in  Annexes  D  and  E.  All  amounts  are  in  sterling, 
and  the  rate  of  exchange  is  taken  at  9  r.  40  c.  per  1/. 

The  imports  to  Eiga  in  1900,  at  an  approximate  estimate,  are  Imports, 
put  down  at  5,713,140/.,  or  less  by  1,026,825/.  than  in  1899.  ^f^"^  *"* 

(875)  A  2         ^^^^• 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BIGA. 


Table  of 
increase  and 
decrease. 


The  foUowing  table  shows   the  increase  or  decrease  in  the 
quantities  of  the  principal  articles  received : — 


Articles. 


Chalk j  Tons 

Clay        I 

Coal  and  coke    •  •         .  •         • .  | 

Coffee I 

Copra      .  •         . .         . .         . . ! 

Corkwood 

Cotton     . .         • 

Djewood..         ..         •• 

Herrings .  •         •  •  •         •  •    Barrels 

Iron,  pig :  Tons 

II    cast  „ 

Machinery         ..         ..         ..        „ 

Manure   •  •         .  •         •  •         . . ;       », 

Oil  

Resin       •  •         . .         .  •         . .        ,, 
Rice         .  •         . .         .  •         . . !       „     < 

Steel        i      „     , 

Sulphate  of  soda  . .  . .  „  . 
Sulphur  ..  ..  ••  ..  „  . 
Wine I       „     . 


Increase  or 
Decrease. 


+  5,073 
+  9,946 
+  86 

+  608 
+      1,821 

-  1,116 
+  16,898 
+      2,204 

-  18,967 

-  6,478 
+         762 

-  1,225 

-  158 
+      1,606. 
+      1,936 

-  7,670 

590 

57 

115 


Taking  the  various  articles  as  they  appear  on  the  list,  we  find 
a  decrease  of  6,322  tons  in  the  quantity  of  chalk  imported.  This 
may  be  merely  accidental,  as  in  the  increase  of  5,073  tons  of  clay 

Imnort  of       (porcelain  and  other),  but  the  increase  of  9,945  tons  of  coal  and 
t*"**  ^^^  *  ^^^®  ^  certainly  an  indication  of  a  growing  demand  for  these 

iucrease^  articles,  particularly  coal.  This  is  only  natural,  considering  the 
development  of  manufacturing  industries.  Ten  years  ago  the 
quantity  of  coal  and  coke  annually  imported  to  Riga  did  not  reach 
200,000  tons,  now  it  exceeds  500,000  tons,  and  every  pound  of  it 
comes  from  the  United  Kingdom.  To  say  that  there  will  be  a 
continued  increase  would  perhaps  be  premature,  but  in  any  case 
there  cannot  be  much  reduction  in  the  annual  demand  if  the 
factories  are  to  be  kept  going. 

An  increase  is  also  to  be  seen  in  copra,  corkwood,  dyewood, 
herrings,  machinery,  resin,  and  rice,  but  of  the  articles  here  men- 
tioned, two  items  only  call  for  any  special  mention,  and  the  first  of 
these  is  machinery. 

In  the  establishment  of  the  various  factories  in  this^  district  a 
comparatively  large  amount  of  machinery  of  every  description  has 
been  required,  and  competition  for  the  same  has  been  freely 
entered  into  by  makers  at  home  and  on  the  Continent ;  still,  on 
the  whole,  the  United  Kingdom  has  managed  to  secure  a  large 
percentage  o!  the  orders,  particularly  for  steam-engines,  spinning 
frames,  looms,  and  hydraulic  appliances. 

The  importation  of  herrings  in  1900  was  a  trifle  in  excess  of 
that  of  the  previous  year,  the  total  quantity  received  being  76,852 
barrels,  against  74,648  barrels  in  1899,  an  increase  of  2,204  barrels. 
Of  Scotch  fish,  however,  there  was  an  increase  of  6,380  barrels^ 


Import  of 
machinery. 


Herrings. 
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while  in  Swedish  and  Norwegians  there  was  a  falling-off  to  the 
extent  of  5,574  barrels.  Of  Dutch  herrings  the  imports  were  prac- 
tically nil,  only  13  barrels  being  received, 

Yarmouth  herrings  met  with  a  pretty  fair  demand,  the  fish 
being  less  salted,  more  tender,  and  in  general,  better  cured  than 
East  Coast  matties,  which  too  often  are  both  over-salted  and  mixed 
with  spents. 

The  following  is  a  return  of  all  herrings  received  at  Riga  in 
1900  and  1899:— 


QuAntit'j. 


Sootch 
Norw( 
Swedisl 
Yarmouth 
})atch     •• 

Total 


The  great  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  iron  and  steel  imported 
is  partly  to  be  accounted  for  by  a  falling-off  in  the  demand  for 
metal  work.  There  was  also  a  somewhat  larger  supply  of  Bussian 
iron  from  the  southern  provinces. 

Below  is  given  the  position  of  each  country  with  regard  to  the 
imports  of  1898  and  1899,  which  shows  that  although  the  United 
Kingdom  then  stood  at  the  head  of  the  list,  Germany  was  running 
her  very  closely : — 


Per  Cent. 


Country. 


United  Kingdom 
Germanj,, 
Belgium  .  • 
SwMien  and  Norway 
Denmark..         •• 
France    . .         • • 
Holland  .. 
Other  countries , . 


Decrease  in 
imports  of 
iron  and  steeL 


Position  of 
United 
Kingdom  and 
other 
countries 
with  regard 
to  import. 


The   exports  from  Eiga  in  1900  are  roughly  estimated   atExpone. 
7,978,500Z.,  but  very  little  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  these 
figures,  and  it  will  be  only  when  the  corrected  returns  are  issued, 
in  about  a  year's  time,  that  their  actual  value  will  be  known. 

In  the  principal  articles  exported  in  1900  the  following  is  a 
r&um^  of  the  year's  trade. 
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Chrain  trade. 


Bje. 


Wheat. 


Barley. 


Gate. 


Liiueed. 


Oilcake. 


Hemp-aeed. 


Flax. 


The  grain  trade  in  1900  waQ,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  the 
total  quantity  of  cei-eals  exported  from  Eiga  being  178,752  tons, 
gainst  104,684  tons  in  1899,  an  increase  of  74,068  tons,  and  an 
increase  of  31,700  tons  as  compared  with  1898. 

The  chief  article  exported  was  Tye,  the  quantity  shipped  being 
93,280  tons,  against  58,047  tons  in  the  previous  year. 

Wheat  also  shows  an  increase,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
during  the  first  eight  months  of  the  year  for  want  of  supplies 
this  article  was  quite  neglected. 

The  barley  crops  having  turned  out  deficient,  only  18,096  tons 
were  exported,  against  23,082  tons  in  1899. 

In  oats  the  trade  waa  small,  the  total  quantity  exported  being 
25,688  tons,  against  15,413  tons  in  the  year  before.  These  figures 
are  very  low  in  comparison  with  those  of  former  years.  For 
instance,  during  the  period  1896-1900  Eiga  exported  on  an 
average  101,250  tons  of  oats.*  It  is  now  St.  Petersburg.  Libau, 
and  Eeval  which  monopolise  the  oat  trade. 

Crushing  linseed  was  much  in  request,  and  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  of  the  year  prices  rose  about  25  per  cent.  The  crops 
in  the  interior  proved  almost  an  entire  failure,  and  very  little  seed 
reached  this  market,  most  of  it  being  consumed  by  the  local  oil 
mills.  In  these  provinces  the  crop  was  at  first  thought  to  be 
an  average  one,  but  ultimately  it  turned  out  to  be  greatly  below 
expectation,  much  to  the  disappointment  of  a  good  many  advance 
sellers.  The  quantity  exported  from  Eiga  was  34,258  tons, 
against  29,292  tons  in  1899,  an  inci-ease  of  4,966  tons.  Of  sowing 
linseed  the  shipments  slightly  fell-off. 

There  was  a  largely  reduced  export  of  oilcake  in  1900,  which 
is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  a  number  of  oil  mills  in 
the  interior  had  to  curtail  their  work  owing  to  the  impossibility  of 
procuring  seed. 

Hemp-seed  is  gradually  disappearing  from  the  list,  280  tons 
only  having  been  exported  in  1900  against  1,668  tons  in  1899. 

The  flax  crop  of  1900  was  one  of  the  worst  this  country  had 
seen  for  many  years  past,  not  only  in  the  Baltic  provinces,  but 
also  in  the  extensive  Slanetz  districts  in  the  interior.  At  the 
outset  it  promised  to  be  fairly  good,  but  turned  out  to  be  a  failure, 
a  large  proportion  of  the  material  produced  having  been  rendered 
almost  useless  for  spinning  purposes  by  the  continued  drought. 
Unfortunately  this  was  not  discovered  in  time,  and  large  quanti- 
ties had  already  been  sold  abroad  when  the  truth  became  known. 
This  led  to  a  rapid  rise  in  prices  for  good,  sound  flax,  and  a  conse- 
quent loss  to  the  exporters.  From  first  to  last  the  season's  trade 
was  most  unsatisfactory.  The  demand  was  good,  in  fact  it  was 
larger  than  usual,  but  there  were  no  corresponding  supplies. 
Much  fresh  flax,  in  a  hurriedly-prepared  condition,  was  forced  on 
the  market  at  an  early  date,  and  this  being  sold  at  a  high  price, 
undue  excitement  was  created.  Growers  held  out  for  unheard  of 
prices  for  stuff  which,  in  ordinary  seasons,  would  hardly  be 
looked  at  a  second  time.  It  is  generally  acknowledged  that  the 
crop  was  poor  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  quantities  of  flax 
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were  sent  to  market  in  a  badly-worked  condition.  And  yet,  in 
spite  of  everything,  the  figures  realised  were  nearly  double  those 
of  the  previous  year,  the  prices  for  Livonian  crown  during  the 
period  from  August  to  Christmas  ruling  between  30/.  and  39/. 
per  ton,  basis  K 

The  total  shipments  of  flax  in  1900  amounted  to  47,932  tons, 
against  107,175  tons  in  1899,  a  decrease  of  59,243  tons. 

As  stated  in  my  last  year's  report,  the  spring  of  1900  opened  Timber, 
with  abnormally  high  prices  for  sawn  timber,  both  red  and  white. 
Unfortunately,  however,  for  the  Riga  saw-mills,  they  possessed  in 
the  aggregate  only  about  35  per  cent,  of  their  usual  first  open 
water  stocks.  As  soon  as  the  fresh  rafts  arrived  the  buying  of 
logs  was  very  keen,  and  astonishingly  high  prices  were  paid  for 
the  raw  material,  and  early  in  the  season  every  saw-mill  was 
hard  at  work  cutting  night  and  day  in  order  to  take  advantage  of 
the  high  prices  ruling  abroad  for  sawn  goods.  A  rapid  rise  of 
freights,  however,  came  as  an  unpleasant  surprise  to  many  who 
had  sold  goods  ahead  c.if.,  and  a  rate  of  40s.  was  paid  by  sellers 
who  had  calculated  on  chartering  at  255.  This  great  rise  in 
freights  checked  the  flow  of  business,  Riga  shippers  being  afraid 
to  go  on  selling  c.i.f.,  and  the  extra  rate  of  freight,  added  to  the 
already  abnormally  high  f.o.b.  prices  of  sawn  goods,  made  buyers 
hold  back  from  purchasing. 

By  September  the  consumption  abroad  also  seemed  to  fall  off, 
and,  although  freights  had  begun  to  get  easier,  it  became  more 
and  more  difficult  to  sell  goods  except  at  a  reduction  in  prices  all 
round. 

Riga  saw-mill  owners,  having  by  this  time  bought  heavily  of 
logs  at  high  prices,  were  disinclined  to  accept  lower  figures.  They 
imagined  that  the  slackening  of  prices  was  only  temporary  and 
that  it  would  be  better  to  hold  over  their  goods  until  the 
spring.  But  in  this  they  made  a  mistake.  In  January  of  the 
present  year  they  might  have  sold  a  large  proportion  of  their 
stocks  at  a  reduction  of  only  about  10s.  per  standard  on  the  spring 
prices  of  1900,  but  they  all  held  stolidly  back.  Unfortunately, 
the  sellers  of  other  wood  producing  countries  followed  the  same 
policy.  They  all  had  large  stocks  and  thus  by  their  waiting  they 
brought  about  a  rout  along  the  whole  line.  Consumption  instead 
of  improving  became  slacker,  and  meanwhile  buyers  had  dis- 
covered that  stocks  abroad  were  heavier  than  they  had  been  led 
to  suppose.  As  spring  came  on  and  the  time  for  shipping  drew 
near,  the  millowners  of  all  countries  began  to  feel  restless  for» 
contrary  to  their  experience  of  previous  years,  they  had  sold 
nothing;  they,  therefore,  began  to  approach  the  buyers.  These,, 
however,  soon  understood  the  position,  they  were  being  offered 
goods  from  all  sides,  and  they  either  held  back  or  offered  much 
lower  prices.  Those  of  the  sellers  who  accepted  proved  to  be  tlie 
luckier  ones,  for,  as  spring  advanced,  each  sale  was  at  a  progres- 
sively lower  rate,  while  the  buyers,  who  had  bought  first,  thinking 
they  were  doing  well  in  getting:  in  their  goods  so  much  cheaper, 
soon  found  themselves  at  a  disadvantage  with  their  competitors 
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\flio  had  waited.  The  consequence  of  all  this  is  that  prices  have 
tumbled  all  round  and  yet  there  is  no  large  buying,  for  seeing 
prices  continually  dropping  buyers  have  grown  nervous;  there 
seems  to  be  "  no  bottom "  and  now  they  are  only  buying  from 
hand  to  mouth. 

The  position  in  Riga,  as  I  write  this  report,  is  that  there  are 
unusually  large  unsold  stocks  for  this  time  of  the  year,  and  all 
who  are  able  are  still  holding  out,  as  they  cannot  bring  themselves 
to  face  the  loss  which  the  selling  off  at  present  low  prices  would 
entail.  At  least  90  per  cent,  of  the  mills  are  standing,  most 
of  which  will  probably  remain  idle  until  the  autumn  as,  by  not 
adding  to  their  stocks,  they  hope  to  dispose  of  what  they  have  at 
better  figures  and  stop  the  rout.  The  actual  stock  of  sawn  goods 
in  Eiga  this  last  spring  was  barely  an  average  one  and  may  ba 
put  down  at  90,000  standards,  against  the  usual  110.000  to  120,000 
standards.  In  Sweden  and  other  wood  growing  countries,  how- 
ever, stocks  were  heavier. 

This  year  there  will  probably  not  be  more  than  from  16,000 
to  17,000  log  rafts  floated  down  to  Riga,  against  21,000  to  22,000 
logs  last  year,  a  decrease  of  25  per  cent,  or  thereabouts. 

As  regards  the  wood  trade  of  the  world  in  general  one  broad 
fact  is  ever  before  us.  It  takes  from  60  to  70  years  to  grow  an 
average  convertible  tree  and  two  minutes  to  hew  it  down.  Thus, 
each  year  the  supply  of  timber  is  diminished,  the  forest  fringe 
recedes  further  and  further  from  the  ways  and  means  of  trans- 
port ;  each  year  the  expense  of  working  out  the  forests  is  increased 
by  the  extra  distance  the  logs  have  to  be  carried. 

Then,  owing  to  the  nature  and  manipulation  of  the  trade,  con- 
sumption and  supply  cannot  keep  pace  with  each  other ;  one  is 
confcinually  catching  up  the  other  and  the  consequences  are  rises 
and  depressions.  But  in  the  opinion  of  all  who  know  anything 
about  timber  and  have  studied  the  great  question  of  supply,  there 
must  be  a  steady  increjise  in  the  price  of  every  description  of  wood 
goods,  and  each  flood  wave  of  rising  prices  wiU  attain  a  higher 
level  than  its  predecessor.  Even  now,  at  this  moment  of  greatest 
depression  and  stagnation,  prices  are  at  a  level  which  a  few  years 
ago  would  have  been  regarded  as  high. 

As  far  as  the  Riga  sawing  trade  is  concerned,  the  forests, 
which  furnish  the  timber,  are  now  so  far  away  from  the  rivers 
which  carry  the  logs  that  Riga  cannot  be  supplied  unless  prices 
are  fairly  high.  If  70  per  cent,  of  the  cost  price  of  a  log  in  Riga 
consists  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  bringing  it  down  from  the 
forests,  it  is  clear  that  a  reduction  can  only  be  made  on  the 
remaining  30  per  cent. 

By  the  remarks  I  have  made  I  do  not  intend  to  imply  that  the 
supply  of  timber  is  reaching  its  end.  There  is  still  plenty  of 
timber,  but  it  is  becoming  comparatively  so  inaccessible  that, 
in  many  parts,  it  can  only  be  worked  out  when  prices  rule  high. 
Higher  prices  will  always  render  accessible  for  supply  those  forests 
which  it  was  not  considered  worth  while  to  work  at  low  rates. 
It  is  much  the  same,  in  fact,  as  with  coal  and  the  working  of 
deeper  levels. 
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The  total  quantity  of  timber  exported  from  Eiga  in  1900  was 
46,550,000  cnbic  feet,  against  46,700,000  cubic  feet  in  1899,  a 
decrease  of  150,000  cubic  feet 

The  egg  trade  seems  to  have  reached  its  level.  In  1900  the  Eggs, 
shipments  receded  a  little  as  compared  with  the  precedincj  year ; 
30,816  tons,  however,  were  exported  during  the  season.  This  is  a 
larger  quantity  than,  at  first  sight,  would  appear,  and  really 
represents  the  enormous  number  of  443,750,400  eggs,  most  of 
which  were  drawn  from  the  eastern  provinces  of  European 
Russia. 

Butter  is  another  important  item  which  will  now  have  to  be  Butter, 
added  to  the  list  of  exports  from  Riga.  A  special  line  of 
steamers  has  been  established  between  Riga  and  London  in 
connection  with  the  Siberian  butter  trade,  and  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  the  quick  transit  of  butter  from  Siberia  to 
Riga,  provision  being  made  for  storing  it  in  specially  constructed 
refrigerators.  These  steamers  will  convey,  not  only  butter,  but 
also  frozen  game,  poultry,  meat  and  other  similar  perishable 
articles  to  London;  the  plan  thus  adopted  has  exceeded  all 
expectations  in  point  of  success,  more  than  800  tons  of  butter 
alone  now  being  shipped  every  week. 

The  returns  give  the  total  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels  entered  at  Shipping, 
the  port  of  Riga  in  1900  at  952,216  net  register  tons,  or  68,593 
tons  less  than  in  1899. 

British  shipping  fell  off  considerably,  299  vessels  and  263,032 
tons  being  returned  for  1900,  against  372  vessels  and  341,811  tons 
in  1899,  a  decrease  of  73  vessels  and  78,779  tons.  Of  other 
nationalities  there  was  a  tolerably  large  increase.  The  coasting 
trade  decreased  by  2,138  tons. 

In  1900  the  freight  market  opened  high,  but  at  an  early  period  Freighta. 
prices  rose  still  further  and  continued  very  firm  to  the  end  of  the 
season,  the  following  being  the  rates  paid : — Oats,  East  Coast  and 
Continent,  Is,  to  Is,  6d,  per  quarter ;  flax  and  hemp,  15s.  to  22s.  &d. 
per  ton ;  oilcake,  8s.  to  10s.  6d,  per  ton ;  eggs,  22s.  6d,  per  ton ; 
deals  and  battens  per  standard  :  London,  24s.  to  40s. ;  East  Coast, 
23s.  to  40s. ;  to  Belgium  and  France :  flax  and  hemp,  20s.  to  30s. ; 
deals  and  battens,  27s.  to  50s. 

The  Moscow  line  is  completed  as  far  as  Stockmannshof  and  Public  works, 
preliminary  trains  have  commenced  running  on  the  new  extension.  Railways. 

The  permanent  bridge  across  the  Diina  is  still  the  subject  of  Permanent 
much  controveray  owing  to  the  difference  of  opinion  with  respect  bndge  across 

to  its  site.  theDuna. 

New  harbour  works  have  at  last  been  started  upon,  but,  for  New  harbour 
want  of  money,  they  will  for  the  present  be  planned  on  a  limited  works, 
scale. 

The  electric  tramways  are  so  far  advanced   that  an  official  Electric 
opening  of  the  first  section  took  place  a  short  time  ago.  trams. 

The  exhibition  of  Eussiun  industries,  to  which  reference  was  Industrial 
made  in  my  last  year's  I'eport,  was  opened  at  Riga  on  June  14        exhibition. 

No  diseases  of  an  epidemic  nature  appeared  in  the  town  or  Pablic  health, 
neighbourhood  during  the  year  1900. 
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Annex  A. — Ketttbn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Riga 
during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Articles. 


1900. 


I- 


Quantitj. 


Chalk 

.  j  Tons 

Coal  and  ooke 

•  j      >j         •  • 

Coffee 

Coprah 

•  1      ft         •  • 

Corkwood  .. 

Cotton 

•        i>         •  • 

Dycwood     . , 

•  |      >»         •• 

Herring*     . . 

.     Barrels  . . 

Hops 

.!  Tons       .. 

Iron,  pig     . . 

•  1       »>         •  • 

„    oast    .. 

•1      1, 

Machinery  .. 

! 

Manure 

oa 

•         »           •  • 

EeBin 

•         >»          •  • 

Bice 

•  1       f, 

Steel 

•  1       i»           •  • 

Sulphate  of  eoda  . 

» 

Sulphur 

I 
•  1       »> 

Wine 

*         tt          •  • 

Other  articles 

Total 


71,820 

29,958 

528,786 

685 

2,721 

4,687 

4,744 

26,S55 

76,862 

56 

8,807 

2,877 

17,703 

82,568 

246 

4,170 

8,180 

5,677 

780 

2,958 

616 


Value. 


1899. 


Quantity. 


£ 
28,690 
50,188 
629,967 
80,827 
50,146 
139,844 
286,123 
179,986 
179,880 
12,776 
56,186 
22,176  I 
1,549,260  I 
76,885  I 
17,600 
46,390  I 
78.427  I 
n4,910 
10,038 
20,817 
110,370 
1,877,212 


6,718,140 


77,642 

24,880 

618,840 

550 

2,118 

8,816 

6,8(>0 

10.462 

74,648 

70 

22,774 

9,860 

16,941 

88,788 

408 

2,564 

1,194 

18,247 

1,320 

8,016 

780 


Value. 


£ 

28,620 
86,685 

685,406 
78,900 
89,060 

100,015 

852,421 
91,168 

166,982 
15,800 

386,770 
72,060 
1,274.620 
82,565 
28,900 
27,828 
28,000 

581,782 
18,090 
21,088 

168,268 
2,716,072 


6,789,965 
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Annex  B. — Rkturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Riga 
during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Artioles. 

1900. 

1889. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.  |     Value. 

Orwas- 

£ 

£ 

Oato 

Tons 

25,688 

115,848 

16,418  i       72,320 

Rye 

•  i»          •• 

93,280 

443,880 

68,047  1      308,450 

Barley     .. 

ft          •  • 

18,096 

92,175 

23,082        116,020 

Wheat    .. 

»>          •• 

41,eS8 

248,666 

8,142  :       62,930 

Total 

178,752 

900,068 

104,684   .     54^,720 

Peas  and  beam 

Tons 

1,125 

5,500 

3,625  1        18,620 

Crushing  linseed    . . 

u                •  • 

34,258 

392,624 

29,292        266,030 

Hemp  seed . . 

11              •• 

280 

2,390 

1.668  1        17,330 

Sowing  linseed 

Bags       .. 

86,964 

92,620 

99,698        100,866 

Egg.           ..         .. 

Tons       .. 

80,816 

1,078,560 

32,508     1,046,786 

Flax 

»»          •  • 

47,932 

2,252,800 

107,175  j  2,693,150 

Hemp         .  •         .  • 

»»          •  • 

7,097 

319,365 

10,170  !      261,200 

„     yam 

>i          •• 

1,026 

46,170 

1,278  i        33,440 

Oleonaphtha 

»i          •• 

6,469 

47,560 

6,139          39,612 

Oilcake        .. 

»i          •  • 

28,962 

194,100 

64,667  t      411,780 

Skins  and  hides     . . 

>»          •  • 

3,680 

404,800 

5,146        697,906 

.Wool 

If          •• 

248 

16,650 

217          14,980 

Wood  of  all  kinds.. 

Cubic  feet 

46,550,000 

1,600,000 

46,700,000     1,748,870 

Other  articles 

•      .. 

•• 

725,293 

538,263 

•  Total 

•• 

7,978,500 

8,281,440 

Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Imported 
to  and  Exported  from  Eiga  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900.                1899. 

£ 

£ 

£          i           £ 

United  Kingdom 

., 

2,683,600 

8,618,840 

Q-ermany 

2,535,420 

1,228,160 

Denmark           •  • 

98,180 

134,600 

Sweden  and  Norway   , . 

, 

184,6:>6 

309,000 

Holland 

297,840 

656,150 

Belgium 

737,120 

1     1,240,400 

France  ..         ,.         I. 

22,000 

;     1,250,300 

Other  countries 

181,150 

Total     .. 

6,718,140 

6,739,965 

7,978,500         8,281,440 
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AnDex  D. — Return  of  all  Foreign-goidg  Vessels  that  have 
Entered  and  Cleared  at  the  Port  of  Riga  during  the  Year 
1900. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    . . 

3 

598 

296 

262,434 

299 

268,082 

SussiaQ  •  •         •  • 

194 

46,632 

65 

72,422 

259 

119,054 

German  .. 

16 

2,192 

889 

226,918 

404 

228,110 

Banish    . . 

86 

3,068 

194 

171,506 

230 

174,674 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian.. 
Dutch      . . 

65 

25,770 

249 

112,916 

314 

188.686 

4 

^6 

14 

13,194 

18 

14,170 

Others     ..         .. 

•  • 

•  • 

19 

14,890 

19 

14,890 

Total 

817 

79,236 

1,226 

873,280 

1,543 

962,516 

„     1899.. 

274 

68,773 

1,319 

952,386 

1,598 

1,021,109 

Annex  E. — Return  of  all  Coasting  Vessels  that  have  Entered  and 
Cleared  at  the  Port  of  Riga  during  the  Year  1900. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Kussian  .. 

„      1899      .. 

•  • 
4^ 

•  • 
854 

328 
309 

118,536 
119,820 

828 
813 

118,586 
120,674 

LiBAU. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Hill  reports  as  follows : — 

The  opening  year  of  the  new  century  has  been  a  very  satis- 
factory one  for  Libau  both  as  regards  exports  and.  imports,  the 
better  harvest  of  1899-1900  materially  assisting  the  former. 
Shipping.  As  regards    shipping,  the  number  of    vessels  entering   the 

port  during  the  year  1900  shows  an  increase  of  319  vessels  and  of 
232,385  tons  over  1899.  British  shipping,  owing  to  the  increase 
of  trade  and  the  early  closing  of  navigation  at  Riga  during  the 
winter  of  1899,  shows  an  increase  of  49  vessels  and  43,879  tons 
register.  There  was  a  still  larger  increase  in  the  number  of 
Danish  and  German  vessels  entering  the  port.  The  number  of 
Russian  ships  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  having  slightly 
decreased,  although  the  tonnage  had  increased  from  143,088  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIBAIT.  13 

165,924  tons  in  1900.    Denmark  still  stands  first  on  the  shipping 
list. 

Freights  were,  on  the  whole,  firmer  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Freights, 
and  Is.  per  quarter  oats  (320  lbs.)  will  be  the  average  rate. 

The  race  of  exchange  does  not  vary  materially,  the  average  may  Exi^hsnge. 
be  taken  at  9  r.  45  c.  per  1/. 

The  total  value  of  exports  during    the  year  amounted   toEiportj. 
6,284,601/.,  against  3,399,999t  in   1899,  or  an  increase  of  more 
than  80  per  cent. 

The  export  of  grain  shows  a  large  increase  over  that  of  1899,  Grain, 
wheat  having  again  assumed  an  important  position  in  the  export 
trade. 

The  crop  of  white  oats  in  those  districtc  of  Eussia  which  Oat«. 
supply  this  market  having  been  considerably  better  than  in  the 
previous  year  (black  oats  having  been  in  short  supply),  will 
account  for  the  very  large  increase  in  the  export  of  this  article. 
No  less  than  371,309  tons  having  been  shipped,  against  174,606 
tons  in  1899.  The  value  of  the  oats  shipped  amounted  to 
1,496,374Z.  for  2,726,187  quarters  of  304  lbs.  per  quarter. 

The  export  of  wheat  amounted  to  37,670  tons,  against  9,210  Wheat, 
tons  in  1899.     The  value  of  the  169,526  quarters  of  496  lbs.  being 
210,200/. 

Eye  was  exported  to  the  amount  of  179,908   tons,  against  Rye. 
84,380  tons  in  1899,  and  to  the  value  of  780,802/. 

Barley  shows  a  deficit  on  last  year's  shipments,  3,120  tons.  Barley, 
against  4,673  tons  in  1899  value  14,512/.     This  cereal  comes  only 
in  small  quantities  to  Libau. 

The  quality  of  the  various  cereals  here  mentioned  was  satis-  Quality, 
factory,  but  owing  to  detention  on  the  railways  and  exposure 
to   climatic  changes,  certain  parcels,  notably  of  oats,  arrived  at 
this  port  in  unsound  condition. 

The  export  of  oil-seeds  shows  an  increase  over  1899,  notwith-  ou-Beedt. 
standing  thai;  the  crop  ^of  linseed  in  this  district  was  a  failure, 
owing  to  the  heavy  autumn  rain.     The  principal  feature  of  this 
trade  was  a  great  rise  in  prices  from  the  opening  to  the  close  of 
the  season. 

The  export  'of    pulse    shows  a  considerable  decrease,  from  p,jge 
156,548  quarters  in  1899  to  105,890  quarters  in  1900. 

The  export  of  oilcake  increased  in  quantity,  from  46,641  tons  Oilcake, 
in  1899  to  51,539  tons  in  1900;  sunflower  seed-cake  was  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  linseed-cake. 

Owing  to  the  early  close  of  the  Eiga  navigation  the  quantity  pi^x  and 
of  flax   and   hemp  exported  hence  rose  to  44,709  tons,  against  hemp. 
15,332  tons  in  1899.    These  goods  are  transit  goods,  Libau  having 
no  flax  trade. 

Hides  and  skins  show  an  increase  of  2,395  tons  over  1899,  Hidee  and 
4,905  tons,  against  2,510  tons  in  1899.  "kiM. 

Smaller  quantities  of  petroleum  were  exported  in  1900,  viz.,  Petioleam. 
6,215  tons,  against  11,444  tons  in  1899. 

Shipments  of  sawn  wood  and  timber  generally  show  a  falling-oflf  Wood  trade, 
from  1899,  even  sleepers  being  exported  to  a  smaller  extent. 
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Butter. 

Meat. 

Game  and 
poultry. 

Hones. 
Imports. 


Coals  and 
coke. 


Iron  and 
steel. 

Herrings. 


Origin  of 
imports. 


Industrial 
entei  prises. 


Public  works. 


Of  eggs,  there  were  exported  in  1900  104,218,560,  against 
71,855,640  in  1899,  a  record  export  from  Libau.  This  for  the 
most  part  is  likewise  a  transit  trade. 

The  export  of  butter  slightly  increased  in  quantity,  but  being 
a  transit  article  has  little  interest  for  Libau. 

A  little  more  salted  meat  was  shipped  in  1900,  but  the  trad© 
is  insignificant. 

The  export  of  game  and  poultry  shows  a  further  development 
of  the  trade,  a  great  part  whereof  is  for  St.  Petersburg  account. 

The  export  of  horses  continues  to  increase,  14,502  against 
11,226  in  1899  ;  nominal  value  about  lOZ.  each. 

The  value  of  goods  imported  in  the  year  1900,  as  shown  in 
Annex  C,  amounted  to  2,502,844/.,  or  631,947/.  more  than  in 
1899. 

Notwithstanding  the  high  price  of  coal  in  the  United  Kingdom 
the  import  of  1900  shows  a  large  increase  over  that  of  1899,  being 
111,534  tons  in  excess. 

The  import  of  iron  and  steel,  both  manufactured  and  raw,  shows 
a  large  decrease,  about  13,000  tons  lees  than  in  1899. 

The  total  import  of  Scottish  cured  herrings,  branded  and 
unbranded,  and  including  late  season's  shipments  from  Yarmouth^ 
Lowestoft  and  Stomoway,  in  1900  was  119,282  barrels  Scotch  and 
East  Coast,  and  14,523J  barrels  Norwegian.  About  two-thirds  of 
the  Scot/ch  and  East  Coast  herrings  were  unbranded  matties, 
medium,  medium  fulls,  fuUs,  tornbellies,  and  trade-mark  herrings. 
Spents  were  quite  neglected  in  this  market.  The  first  arrivals  of 
matties  and  mediums  from  Shetland  had  been  bought  by  specu- 
lators here — "  subject  to  being  caught " — at  1/.  5«.  per  barrel  c.i.f., 
and  this  price  was  maintained.  The  opening  price  for  East  Coast 
matties  was  1/.  4^.  6rf.,  but,  owing  to  news  of  short  fishing,  prices 
soon  ran  up  to  IZ.  9s.  and  1/.  lOs. ;  closing  prices  were  11.  9s.  6rf. 
Crown  matfuUa  varied  between  II,  15s.  to  1/.  17.<J. ;  Crown  matties, 
11.  10s.  to  11.  12s.  Trade-mark  herrings  ware  held  for  very  high 
prices  throughout  the  season.  The  Crown  brands  were  satisfactory 
and  buyers  were  satisfied  with  the  selection.  Competition  was 
confined  to  Noiway  and  Sweden,  but,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the 
fishing  in  those  countries,  the  imports  were  not  nearly  so  large  as 
formerly. 

Notwithstanding  the  prominent  position  which  our  German 
competitors  are  endeavouring  to  take,  it  is  satisfactory  to  have 
to  report  that  the  United  Kingdom  remains  at  the  head  of  the  list. 
The  Annex  D  shows  the  position  taken  by  the  various  countries 
in  the  trade  of  Libau. 

Beyond  the  steel  works  alluded  to  in  last  year's  report  and 
established  here  by  Messrs.  J.  and  J.  Saville  and  Co.,  of  Sheffield, 
for  the  production  of  tool  steel,  no  works  of  importance  have  been 
started  here  during  the  past  year. 

The  work  of  deepening  the  existing  Libau  Harbour  has  been 
commenced,  but  progresses  but  slowly;  whether  it  will  be  of 
benefit  to  the  shipping  trade  in  general  is  a  question,  as  the 
project  can  only  be  canied  out  by  making  the  waterway  nanower. 
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The  Government  have  allotted  2,000,000  r,  for  this  work.  Large 
public  or  hydropathic  baths  are  in  process  of  building  by  the  town 
authorities  with  the  view  of  attraxjting  bathing  visitors  in  the 
summer ;  all  descriptions  of  medicinal  baths  will  be  obtainable. 

The  Hasenpoth  Eailway,  a  great  convenience  to  those  using  it,  HMcnpoth 
has  not,  however,  proved  altogether  successful    There  is  a  talk  of  BaUway. 
its  extension  to  Goldingen  and  farther,  but  whether  this  will  be 
carried  out  depends  on  financial  considerations. 

Electric  trams  are  in  operation  and  are  a  great  convenience.       Electric 

A  concession  for  a  system  of  water  supply  has  been  given  to  a  fa«nw- 
German  firm.     Libau  is  very  badly  oflf  for  water  for  household  ^^^^^'  • 
purposes,  but  whether  householders  will  take  the  water  supplied 
by  the  town  remains  to  be  seen. 

There  have  been  several  cases  of  cattle  disease,  foot-and-mouth  Oattie  pkgue. 
disease,  and  anthrax  amongst  cattle  in   Courland,  but   no  cases 
have  been  reported  as  having  occurred  within  the  district  of  this 
Vice-Consulate, 

The  public  health  has  been  very  satisfactory  during  the  past  PubUc  health, 
year,  no  epidemics  of  any  kind  having  been  prevalent. 
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LIBAU. 


Ebtukn  of  all  Shq)ping  at  the  Port  of  Libau  during  the 
Year  1900~-continued. 

Ahriysd. 


Countary. 


Kusaia 

„      coasting 
G-enuany 
United  Kingdom 
Denmark 
Sweden 
Norway 
Belgium        .  • 
America 
VottagaX 
AttftraJia 
France 
Holland 
Africa 

Total 


Number  of  Vessels. 


With  Cargo. 


478 

78 

178 

322 

74 

85 

8 

10 

5 

5 

5 

1 

4 

1 


1,240 


In  Ballast 


185 

867 
7 


1,030 


Begister  Tons. 


120,626 

5,835 

211,756 

203,834 

167,164 

86.514 

8,105 

7,416 

3,327 

4,055 

2,858 

846 

8,076 

687 


820,499 


Sailed. 


Country. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Begister  Tons. 

With  Cargo. 

InBaUast. 

BuBsia 

282 

270 

139,788 

„      coasting 

2 

132 

10,064 

United  Kingdom     . 

488 

2 

285,066 

Germany 

884 

29 

114,852 

Sweden         . .         • 

286 

18 

70,486 

Norway 

44 

3 

12,990 

Holland 

84 

•  • 

70,649 

France 

52 

•  • 

48,909 

Belgium 

56 

•  • 

41,688 

Denmark       ••         • 

218 

•• 

87,088 

Total 

. 

1,840 

454 

880,980 
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Annex  B. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Libau 
during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


1900. 

1899. 

AitielM. 

Qoarters... 

Qnantity. 

Value. 

Qoantltj. 

Value. 

Grain         

8»2e2,e24 

2,601.899 

1,622,286 

A 

FnlM          ...       M 

106,890 

160,000 

166,648 

... 

Cnuhioir  seeds     

t» 

I94»0M 

920.412 

166,287 

••• 

Tons 

61,590 

262.211 

46.641 

... ' 

Bre  and  wheat  braa       

FUuc,  hemp,  yarn  and  tows 

42,772 

166,469 

46.948 

t»          ••• 

44,700 

1.066,692 

16,662 

Petroleum 

6,216 

61,669 

11.444 

... 

Freeh  and  salt  meat 

297 

14,767 

60 

... 

II          ••• 

1.100 

164,148 

1.713 

.a. 

RawiUns/hldes' 

II          ••• 

4,906 

442,162 
8<602 

2.610 

... 

Vool           

Sleepers      ,       

668 

147 

... 

198.017 

69,608 

820,483 

... 

Stares  and  spokes           ...       / 

Tons 
Number  ... 

...'^ 

2.018 

'  l.64T,203 

... 

Timber  and  otherwood  ... 

Cub.  feet ... 

4,906.742 

140,631 

1,760.448 

.M 

Pipe  stares ^ 

MiUe 

6991 

06,020 

l,007i 

... 

Ekks           ...       ...       

Momber  .. 

104.218,660 

179,69H 

71,866,640 

Horses 

n          •• 

14,602 

146.020 

11,226 

M. 

Sheep          

1,906 

913 

... 

Tar  and  turpentine         

Tons 

7,026 

48,304 

3,800 

■  •* 

Sundries ... 

••• 

... 

817.874 

... 

.   Total 

6,284,601 

... 

8,890,999 

Annex  C. — ^Betubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Libau 
during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


1900. 

1899. 

.    Artiolas. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

e 

£ 

Coal  and  ooke 

Tons      .. 

296.496 

867.968 

184,962 

Iroa  and  steel        •• 

»»        •• 

8.245 

181,626 

21,106 

Pjewood    ••         •• 

llachinery  •• 

tt        •• 

8,804 

11,962 

8.428 

>»        •• 

7,862 

417,176 

1,769 

Chemical  manure  . . 

>i        •  • 

16,115 

84,004 

14,480 

OottOQ 

•»        •  • 

8,541 

168,501 

555 

Cement       •  • 

»»        •• 

886 

1,578 

218 

Herrings,  Scotoh  .. 

Barrels  .. 

119,282 

200,068 

87,018 

„        Norwegian 

>»      •• 

14,528 

19,199 

24,274 

Hides 

Tons      V. 

1,322 

87,878 

1,763 

Coi^wood  •• 

»>        •• 

2,181 

28,414 

1,069 

TaUow 

n          •• 

1,000 

17,864 

1,220 

Coprah       ••         •• 

w          •• 

8,869 

185,999 

12,271 

Sundries     •  •         .  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

951,107 

.  • 

Total 

•  • 

2,602,844 

•• 

1,870,897 

(87&) 
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Annex  D. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Libau  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Count  17. 


United  Kingdom 
Gronnftny  •  • 

Holland.. 
Belgium 
Sw^en . . 
Korway  •  •         •  • 
France  ..         •• 
Denmark 
America  •  • 

Auttralia 

Spain  and  Portugal 
Other  countries 

Total     . . 


Exports. 


1900. 


1809. 


2,386,906 
1,196,673 
581,611 
449,065 
385,415 
102,915 
642,818 
587,159 
2,134 


116 


£ 

1,209,122 
606,840 
303,640 
204,690 
382,290 

43,458 
270,690 
320,672 

69,797 


6,284,601         3,399,999 


Imports. 


1900. 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

1,423,762 

1,056,914 

676,266 

427,464 

8,642 

18,670 

183,722 

201,931 

17,788 

12,140 

16,871 

28,294 

63,892 

43,976  . 

168,649 

34,550 

31,847 

11,720 

62,000 

29,396 

19,838 

8,299 

694 

2,543 

2,502,846 

1,870,897 

WiNDAU. 


Bxi 

timi 


jrtof 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Schenck  reports  as  follows : — 
Shipping  and  The  shipping  trade  of  the  port  of  Windau  was  greatly  impeded 
navigation,  during  the  season  of  1900  owing  to  the  lack  of  tonnage  and  the 
rapid  rise  of  freights  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  but 
although  the  entries  of  vessels  were  less  by  four  ships  than  in  the 
previous  year,  there  was  an  increase  of  tonnage  by  10,952  tons. 
During  the  year  168  vessels  of  85,722  tons  entered  the  port  of 
Windau,  against  172  vessels  of  74,770  tons  in  1899.  Of  British 
shipping  only  23  steamers  of  17,039  tons  were  returned,  145 
vessels  of  68,683  tons  being  of  other  nationalities. 

Although  the  supply  of  timber  for  exportation  in  1900  was 
considerably  larger  than  in  1899,  the  total  quantity  shipped  was 
less.  The  value  was,  however,  greater  than  in  the  previous  year, 
owing  to  the  rise  in  prices.  Of  baulks,  140,138  pieces  were 
shipped  in  1900,  against  107,084  pieces  in  1899.  The  quantity  of 
sleeper  blocks  exported  was  522,573,  or  111,861  blocks  more  than 
in  the  year  preceding.  Of  deals,  battens,  and  boards  only 
538,009  pieces  were  shipped,  against  848,712  pieces  in  1899. 

The  exportation  of  rye,  barley,  and  oats  from  the  port  of 
Windau  ceased  altogether  in  1900,  the  small  parcels  of  .these 
cereals  which  were  received  being  shipped  to  Eiga  and  Libau. 

The  exportation  of  sowing  linseed  was  also  practically  nil,  only 
1,713  tons  being  shipped. 
Spirits.  No  spirits  were  exported  from  Windau  in  1900. 

Total  Talue  of       The  total  value   of  all  exports  from  Windau  in  1900   was 
exports.  172,956/.,  or  15,823/.  more  than  in  1899. 


Exportation 
of  grain. 


Sowii 
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The  returns  give  the  total  value  of  the  imports  in  1900  at  Tot«]  yalue  of 
8,848/.,  or  3,307/.  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  imports. 

As  in  1899  the  principal  articles  of  import  were  steam  coals 
and  herrings. 

Annex  A. — Beturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Windau  during 

the  Tear  1900. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

ToiaL 

NationaUty. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Britisli    .. 

23 

17,039 

28 

17,089 

Bottian  ••         .. 

22 

4,104 

15 

4,914 

87 

9,018 

German  •• 

7 

8,282 

48 

28,602 

55 

81,884 

Swedish  .. 

2 

880 

5 

4,874 

7 

4,704 

Danish    .  •         •  • 

11 

950 

20 

16,080 

81 

16,980 

Norwegian 

6 

1,976 

5 

2,114 

11 

4,090 

Dntoh     .. 

•  • 

•• 

4 

2.067 

4 

2,057 

Total 

48 

10,692 

120 

76,180 

i    ^«« 

86,722 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


TotaL 


Number 



1 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

1       «^ 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

1  Vessels. 

1 

Vessels. 

British    •• 

•  • 

23 

17,089 

28 

17,089 

Bnssian  .. 

19 

8,472 

14 

6,154 

88 

9,626 

German  •• 

6 

441 

i         43 

81,215 

49 

81,666 

Swedish  .. 

2 

880 

i           4 

4,210 

6 

4,540 

Danish    .. 

11 

950 

eo 

16,080 

81 

16,980 

Dutch     .. 

.. 

. . 

1       ^ 

2,057 

4 

2,057 

Norwegian 

6 

1,976 

1          6 

2,114 

11 

4^090 

Total 

4% 

7,169 

118 

1 

78,819 

157 

86,988 
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Annex  B. — Retubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Windau 
during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Articles. 


Steam  ooals            4 

Tons 
Pouds 

Salfe  herrings 

Barrels 

Paring   stones  and 
bricks      .• 

Tons 

Ironware    . . 

ft 

Wine,  in  barrels  and 

bottles     .. 

«, 

Other  articles 

•• 

Total 


1900. 


1899. 


!  Quantity. 

Value. 

.  Quantitj. 

Value. 

5,162 
560 

£ 
7,767 

612 

828,821 
1,086 

£ 

4,823 
808 

S        6il 
!          15 

! 

219 
217 

, , 

•• 

•• 

•  • 
18 

•  • 

•  • 

264 
156 

•  • 

8,84S 

.. 

5,541 

Return   of   Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Windau  during 
the  Years  1900-1899. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1900. 

1899. 

Wood 

Sowing  linseed 

£ 
172,950 

•  • 

£ 

165,414 
1,713 

Total 

172,950 

167,127 

Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Windau  to  and  from  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

United  Kingdom 

100,843 

88,740 

7,921 

8,201 

Germany 
Denmark 

8,190 

26,064 

12 

1,469 

1,720 

1,155 

166 

41 

Holland 

51,262 

89,410 

, , 

•  • 

Belgium 

10,101 

6,758 

t  • 

.. 

Franoe  .. 

850 

, , 

•  • 

17 

Norway  and  Sweden  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

749 

818 

Total     .• 

172,956 

157.127 

8,848 

6,641 
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Pernau^ 

Mr.  Vice- Consul  Dicks  reports  as  follows: — 

The  navigation  opened  on  May  10  (an  unusually  late  date,  Shipping, 
owing  to  the  severe  and  protracted  winter)  and  closed  on  Decem- 
ber 29.    The  total, number  of  fore^  going  vessels  entered  was 
104,  with  a  tonnage  of  58,096  net  register  tons,  as  compared  with 
97  vessels  and  52,740  net  register  tons  in  1899. 

British  shipping  shows  a  considerable  falling-off,  viz.,  21  vessels 
with  16,940  net  register  tons,  against  30  vessels  and  24,382  tons 
in  1899,  Germany  for  the  first  time  heads  the  list  with  39  vessels 
and  21,934  tons,  that  position  having  hitherto  been  occupied  by 
British  shipping.  The  decrease  in  the  latter  is  chiefly  due  to  the 
very  much  smaller  export  of  flax,  the  bulk  of  which  is  earned 
by  British  steamers.  With  the  exception  of  an  occasional  cargo  of 
sleepers  or,  rarer  still,  a  cargo  of  grain  or  linseed,  British  ship- 
owners confine  themselves  solely  to  flax  freights.  Norwegian  cut 
baulks,  of  which  a  considerable  quantity  is  shipped  to  Holland, 
and  which  are  loaded  and  discharged  with  great  despatch,  are 
practically  monopolised  by  German  steamers  specially  built  for 
the  trade.  Grain  and  linseed  cargoes  to  Schiedam  and  Ghent,  for 
which  steamers  of  600  to  1,000  tons  dead  weight  are  the  most 
suitable,  are  also  in  great  favour  with  German  owners.  The 
normal  depth  of  water  from  the  bar  right  up  to  the  electric  crane 
berth,  which  is  situated  about  2  miles  above  the  floating  bridge, 
was  16  feet.  The  channel  may  silt  up  somewhat  in  spring,  when 
the  ice  leaves,  but  will  in  that  case  be  dredged  to  its  former 
depth  as  promptly  as  possible. 

The  total  value  of  exports  in  1900  amounted  to  472,588/.,  of  Exports 
which  275,796/.,  or  58*36  per  cent.,  went  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
against  408,512/.,  and  334,415/.,  or  81*86  per  cent,  respectively  in 
1899. 

In  consequence  of  the  small  1899  crop  in  these  districts  the  Flax, 
shipments  of  flax  and  codilla  amounted  to  only  11,429  tons,  as 
compared  with  15,895  tons  in  1899.  The  crop  of  1900  was 
expected  to  be  about  equal  to  the  preceding  one  in  point  of  quan- 
tity. The  fact  of  two  successive  Russian  flax  crops  having  been 
so  deficient  in  quantity  naturally  caused  a  great  advance  in  values, 
which  rose  incomparably  higher  than  they  had  been  for  many 
years,  the  selling  price  of  Pernau  flax  at  the  latter  end  of  1900 
being  40/.  to  43/.  per  ton  on  the  basis  of  livonian  D,  against 
26/.  to  35/.  in  the  preceding  part  of  that  year,  and  20/.  to  22/.  in 
1899. 

The  export  of  barley  (34,412  quarters)  was  greatly  in  excess  Orain. 
of  that  shipped  in  the  preceding  year  (21,538  quarters),  but  far 
below  that  of  1898  (58,724  quarters).  The  great  bulk  went,  as 
usual,  to  Schiedam.  The  shipments  of  rye  were,  as  in  1899, 
almost  nil.  In  1898  the  quantity  exported  was  21,341  quarters. 
Wheat  and  oats  are  not  shipped  here. 

Owing  to  the  good   crop  of   crushing  linseed  the   quantity  Limeed. 
shipped  shows  a  large  increase  against  1899,  and  is  slightly  in 
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excess  of  the  1898  quantity.    The  following  comparison  of  values 
may  perhaps  not  be  without  interest : — 


Wood. 


Imports. 


Conl.*. 


Salpliur  ore. 


Herri  Dgp. 


Of  sowing  linseed  15,435  barrels  were  shipped,  against  only  6,925 
in  1899,  and  11,530  in  1898.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  while 
Ireland  takes  a  very  large  percentage  of  the  flax  shipped  from 
Pemau;  it  takes  no  Fernau  sowing  seed,  the  whole  of  which  goes 
to  the  flax-growing  districts  of  Silesia  and  Austria-Hungary,  where 
it  has  been  in  high  repute  for  many  years,  and  commands  a  much 
better  price  than  the  Eiga  article. 

The  shipments  of  wood,  consisting  principally  of  Norwegian  cut 
baulks,  sleepers,  and  pit-props,  show  a  marked  increase  over  1899. 
The  value  of  sawn  goods  exported  was  only  about  550/. 

The  total  value  of  imports  was  84,188/.,  as  compared  with 
203,570/.  in  1899.  This  enormous  decline  was  inevitable  and 
fully  expected.  The  importation,  for  the  building  and  fitting  up 
of  the  new  wood-pulp  mills,  of  large  quantities  of  material  and 
machinery,  the  value  of  which  in  1899  exceeded  180,000/.,  but  was 
only  about  30,000/.  in  1900,  was  naturally  only  a  passing  event, 
and  now  that  the  mills  have  received  all  the  material  and 
machinery  they  require,  it  may  be  considered  as  at  an  end.  By 
deducting  the  above  180,000/.  and  30,000/.  from  the  total  values 
of  the  respective  years,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  value  of  the 
normal  imports  in  1900  amounted  to  about  54,000/.,  or  more  than 
double  that  of  1899,  when  it  was  only  about  23,000/.  The  regular 
import  trade  of  this  port  has  therefore  increased  to  a  consideiable 
extent. 

The  quantity  of  coals  imported  during  the  year  was  40,375 
tons,  against  15,563  tons  in  1899 ;  a  further  increase  is  anticipated 
for  1901. 

Coals  are  discharged  here  day  and  night  with  electric  cranes, 
and  as  much  as  1,000  tons  have  been  taken  out  of  a  steamer  in  24 
running  hours. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  port  sulphur  ore  was 
imported,  the  quantity  being  7,428  tons.  This  article  is  largely 
used  by  the  wood-pulp  mills. 

The  high  prices  of  herrings,  which  have  ruled  for  some  years 
past  in  consequence  of  successive  small  catches,  have  had  the  efiTect 
of  diminishing  the  consumption  in  this  district  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  importers  prefer  to  pursue  a  hand-to-mouth  policy,  and 
flraw  supplies  from  Riga  in  small  lots  as  they  require  them,  instead 
of  laying  in  large  and  dear  stocks. 
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The  total  quantity  imported  here  was  only  1,298  barrels,  all 
Norwegian ;  350  barrels  of  Scotch  were  bought  direct,  but  as  they 
were  shipped  to  Riga  and  bracked  there  before  being  forwarded  on 
to  Pemau,  they  do  not  appear  in  the  list  of  imports. 

The  consumers  in  this  district,  i.e.  the  peasants,  prefer  Norwegian 
herrings  to  Scotch. 

The  wood-pulp  mills,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  the  trade  Industrial 
report  for  1899  as  being  in  course  of  erection  by  a  German  com-  «^*»'P'»"«''- 
pany,  commenced  operations  in  the  autumn  of  1900.  These  mills, 
forming  a  most  extensive  concern,  one  of  the  largest,  in  fact,  if 
not  the  largest  of  the  kind  extant,  have  cost  about  700,000/.,  and 
are  equipped  with  the  most  modern  machinery  and  appliances, 
and  have  a  very  powerful  electric  driving  and  lighting  plant,  all 
of  which  came  from  Germany.  Their  production  is  intended  for 
home  consumption,  but  any  surplus  will  be  exported.  A  small 
flax  spinnincj  mill  has  been  opened  at  Torgel  (about  16  miles  from 
Pemau).    The  machinery  was  supplied  by  a  Belfast  firm. 

The  narrow  gauge  line,  Pernau-MoisekuU-Fellin,  has  been  ex-  New  raUway 
tended  from  Fellin  to  Eeval.     The  new  line  was  opened  in  the  ^°- 
autumn.     What  effect  it    will  have  upon  the  trade  of  Pernau 
remains  to  be  seen. 

The  public  health  was  good  throughout  the  year,  no  epidemics  Public  health, 
having  occurred. 

Annex  A. — Keturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Pernau 
during  the  Year  1900. 

Enteked. 


SaUing. 

Steam.      , 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 
Teasels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tom. 

British    .. 
Russian  ..          .. 
German  .. 
Danish    •• 
Norwesian      and 

Swedish 
Dutch     .. 

1*3 

•  • 
4 

3,1G4 
264 

•  • 

416 

21 

9 

35 

4 

12 
2 

16,940 
6,826 

21,670 
2,544 

4,440 
1,882 

21 

22 

89 

4 

16 
2 

16,940 
9,990 

21,984 
2,544 

4,856 
1,832 

Total 
„     1899.. 

21 
28 

8,844 
4,630 

83 
69 

54,252 
48,110 

104 
97 

58,096 
52,740 

(875) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


26 


PERNAXr. 

Cleared. 


Nationality. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number , 

of      1      Tons. 

Vessels.  1 

1 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British     . .          . .  j 

21 

16,940 

21 

16,940 

Bussian  .. 

20 

1      4,846 

9 

6,826 

29 

11,672 

German  . . 

4 

1         264 

35 

21,670 

39 

21,934 

Danish     . . 

, , 

, , 

4 

2,644 

4 

2,541 

Norwegian      and  i 

Swedish           ..' 

4 

1         416 

12 

4,440 

16 

4,856 

Dutch 

•• 

2 

1,832 

2 

1,832 

Total           ..i 

28 

1      5,526 

83 

54,252   . 

111 

59,778 

„      1899..  1 

28 

4,684 

69 

48,110 

97 

52,794 

Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Pernau 
during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Articles. 

1900. 

1899. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Flax  and  codilla    . . 

Tons 

11,429 

339,224 

15,895 

333,390 

Barlej 

Quarters. . 

34,412 

34,202 

21,538 

21,888 

Rye 

»»      •  • 

738 

1,024 

1.739 

2,344 

Ousbing  linseed    .. 

ft      •• 

21,776 

61,220 

12  439 

26,120 

Sowing  linseed 

B.irrels   .. 

15,435 

21,346 

6,925 

8,912 

Wood 

Pieces     . . 

677,766 

24,951 

453,000 

15,280 

Other  articles 

•  • 

•• 

621 

•• 

678 

Total 

•• 

472,568 

•  • 

408,512 
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Annex  C. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Pernau 
during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


ArtioleB. 

Barrels  .. 
Tons 
II          •• 

M                   •• 
»>                   •  • 
)}                   •• 
»>                   •• 
l>                   •• 
»>                   •  • 
»>                   •• 

»>                   •• 
»»                   •  • 

1900. 

1899. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Herrings     •  • 

Coke  and  ooal 

Chemical  manure  .  • 

G-rindstone . . 

Sulphur  ore 

Corkwood  ,• 

Iron 

Steel  rails   .. 

liead  and  pewter  • . 

Cement       •  •         •  • 

Firebricks,  building 
bricks  and  other 
stone  material    . . 

Machinery .  • 

Sundries     .  • 

1,298 

40,375 

1,711 

7,428 
72 

•  • 

•  • 

137 
671 

714 
503 

£^ 
957 
89,942 
4,289 

3V264 

2,077 

•  • 

2,653 
1,697 

2,053 

26,589 

717 

600 

15,563 

1,837 

82 

•  • 
48 
831 
160 
640 
890 

1,640 
2,077 

£ 

638 
15,885 

179 

1,010 
8,330 
1,894 
29,152 
2,183 

2,218 

134,093 

4,730 

Total 

•  • 

84,188 

•  • 

203,570 

Annex  D. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Aiticlea  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Pemau  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 


during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

United  Kingdom         . . 

275,796 

334,415 

43,312 

19,500 

Germany          ••         •• 

26,686 

9,355 

37,517 

181,185 

France  

67,604 

3,280 

•  • 

•  • 

Holland 

64,476 

42,669 

165 

.. 

Belgium 

31,478 

8,517 

•  • 

1,066 

Portugal 

5,495 

9,993 

2,079 

.. 

Denmark 

1,054 

283 

•  • 

•  • 

Norway 

,, 

•  • 

957 

638 

Sweden 

•  • 

•  • 

168 

1,181 

Total.. 

472,588 

408,612 

84,188 

208,570 

Digitized  by 


Google 


LONDON 
Printed  for  Hib  Miyesty't  Stationery  Office, 
By  HARRISON  AND  SONS 
Printers  in  Ordinary  to  His  Mig'esty. 
(76    9|01— H&S    876) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Mo.  2708  Annual  Series. 
DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS. 


RUSSIA. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  190a 


ON  TUK 


TRADE   AND  AGRICULTURE    OF   THE   CONSULAR 
DISTRICT    OF    ST.    PETERSBURG. 


REFERENCE  TO  PREVIOUS   REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  2535. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  His  Majesty  y 
SEPTEMBER,  1901. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  HIS  MA.TESTY'S  STATIONERY  OFFICE, 

BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN'S  LANE, 

PBINTKB8  IN  ORDINA&T  TO  HIS  ILUBSTT. 


And  to  be  purehaaed,  either  directly  or  throngh  any  Boolcseller,  from 

BYRE  &  SPOTTISWOODE,  East  Harding  Street,  Fleet  Street,  B.0« 

and  82,  Abingdon  Strkkt,  Westminbteb,  S.W.; 

or  OLIVER  A  BOYD,  EoTNBrRGH; 

or  E.  PONSONBY,  116,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 

1901. 
[Od,  786—12.1  Price  Threepence. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS. 


Paor 
St.  Prtbbbbdbq— 

Introduction   ^ 3 

Foreign  European  trade  of  Russia.     Export  and  imporfc 4 

Asiatic  trade  of  Russia , 4 

Grain        „            „  ,     4 

Trade  of  Russia  with  the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany  ......^ 6 

„        St.  Petersburg.     Exports  and  imports    7 

Hemp  and  flax  trade ^ 8 

Timber  trade  of  St.  Petersburg    8 

Small  possibility  of  extension  of  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  into 

Russia 9 

Six  new  gmin  elevators  for  3t.Petersburg 9 

New  tonnage  rates  and  shipment  dues 9 

Census  of  St.  Petersburg 11 

Russian  butter 11 

British  shipping  at  St.  Petersburg-Cronstadt    ^ 12 

International  Fisheries  Exhibition 18 

Stock  Exchange  for  St.  Petersburg 13 

Savings  banks »....  13 

Crown  monopoly  of  the  sale  of  spirits 14 

Railways 15 

St.  Petersburg-Viatka  Railway   « 16 

Siberian  Railway    18 

Agriculture — 

Grain  and  potato  crops 18 

Straw    19 

Beetroot  crop 20 

Condition  of  peasantry  20 

Annexes  I  to  XII 21 

Cbon8TA1>t,  report  on  shipping  and  trade  of 29 

Moscow,  report  on  trade  of 36 

Abcrangbl,  report  on  trade  of 37 

N'abta.  shipping  and  trade  returns 46 

NiKOLAXSTADT,  shipping  and  trade  returns 48 

Ulbabobo,  shipping  and  trade  returns 60 

Fbbdbiksuamn,  shipping  returns  52 


\ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  2708.  Annual  Series. 

Rejermce  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  2535. 


Bepoi't  on  the  Trade  and  AgrictUture  of  the  CoTisular  District  of 
St.  Petersburg  for  the  Year  1900 

By  Mr.  Consul-Genkral  J.  Michell. 

(Reoeired  at  Foreign  Office,  August  26,  1901.) 

The  past  year  was,  in  agricultural  respects,  favourable  to  the  Intpoduoiioiu 
greater  part  of  the  rural  population  of  the  country,  although  some 
of  the  southern  provinces  of  Bussia,  as  also  some  of  Siberia, 
suffered  from  either  a  partial  or  complete  failure  of  the  harvest, 
causing  wide  distress.  At  the  same  time  there  were  other 
unsatisfactory  phenomena  in  the  economic  life  of  the  nation,  the 
effects  of  which  were  more  generally  unfavourable,  consisting  in 
the  increased  intensity  of  the  industrial  financial  crisis  that  had 
already  .manifested  itself  in  the  previous  year;  to  this  was  added 
dearness  of  coal  (arising  from  insufficient  output)  and  cotton, 
which  placed  many  branches  of  industry  at  serious  disadvantage. 
The  formation  of  companies  in  Eussia  so  actively  carried  on 
during  the  last  few  years  by  foreign  capitalists,  especially  of  com- 
panies in  the  south  of  Kussia  and  in  the  Ural  for  developing  the 
metallui^cal  resources  of  Russia,  was  discontinued,  and  some  of 
those  that  had  been,  established  found  themselves  in  difficulties. 
In  many  of  these  cases  their  disastrous  fate  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  discontinuance  of  Government  orders,  comparatively  limited 
nature  of  the  home  market  and  absence  of  sufficient  working 
capital.  The  Treasury,  in  order  to  meet  the  expenses  consequent 
on  military  operations  in  China,  increased  customs  duties  on  some 
articles  from  10  to  50  per  cent.,  thus  laying  further  burthens  on 
the  taxpayer  who  had  already  for  some  years  past  been  dis- 
playing symptoms  of  distress.  All  these  circumstances  com- 
bined, unfavourably  affected  the  economic  condition  of  the  country, 
and  deferred  the  introduction  of  measures  for  improving  the  well- 
being  of  the  people  at  large. 

In  regard  to  the  export  trade  of  the  country  during  the  past 
year,  it  may  be  considered  on  the  whole  to  have  been  favourable, 
especially  as  compared  with  its  predecessor.  The  import  trade, 
however,  showed.a  decline,  and  indirectly  reflected  the  condition 
of  internal  affairs  in  so  far  as  the  manufacturing  requiremeuts  of 
the  country  and  its  purchasing  power  were  concerned. 

(888)  A  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Foreign 
European 
trade  of 
ButeiH. 
Hxport  and 
import. 


Asialio  trade 
of  RuMia. 


Grain  trade 
of  Russia* 


4  ST.  PXTEBSBUfiG. 

The  general  bulk  of  the  foreign  European  trade  of.KnsBiain 
1900,  including  the  Black  Sea-Caucasus  boundary  and  the  com- 
merce witli  Finland,  amounted,  according  to  the  computation  of 
the  Russian  Customs  Department,  to  133,986,350/.  (Annex  I), 
the  exports  being  valued  at  78,158,650/.,  and  the  imports  at 
60,827,700/.  The  former  showed  an  increase  of  14*5  per  cent.,  and 
the  latter  a  decrease  of  37  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  year 
immediately  preceding. 

Under  the  main  heads  of  the  customs  tariff,  viz.,  food  stuffs, 
raw  and  half-manufactured  articles,  animals,  and  manufactures 
(Annex  I),  increased  exportation  took  place,  as  compared  with 
1899,  while  the  imports  showed  diminished  values  except  under 
the  headings  of  food  products  and  raw  and  half-manufactured 
articles,  and  these  but  to  a  small  extent. 

The  bulk  of  the  Asiatic  trade  in  goods  is  valued  for  the  year 
1900  at  8,728,274/.,  as  compared  with  15,777,921/.,  thus  exhibiting 
a  decrease  of  7,049,647/.,  or  447  per  cent. 

The  value  of  the  export  trade  (Annex  II),  both  European  and 
Asiatic,  exceeded  that  of  1899,  which  was  abnormally  low,  only 
by  170,905/.,  owing  chiefly  to  diminished  exportation,  as  compared 
with  former  years,  of  wheat,  barley,  and  maize,  the  harvest  of  all 
of  which  was  deficient.  Compared  with  1899,  and  the  averages  of 
the  quinquennial  periods  of  1890-94  and  1895-99,  the  aeneral 
export  trade  of  Russia  of  1900  may  be  considered  satisractory, 
inasmuch  as  it  exceeded  not  only  chat  of  the  preceding  year,  but 
also  that  of  the  averages  of  the  above  two  perioda 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Russian  Customs  Department 
6,730,690  tons  of  grain  of  all  descriptions  were  exported  in  1900, 
as  compared  with  5,539,600  tons  in  1899.  Compared,  however, 
with  the  average  for  the  years  1891-1895,  the  export  of  grain 
from  Russia  in  the  year  under  review  still  showed  a  deficiency  of 
345,179  tons. 

The  following  table  shows  comparatively  the  quantities  of  the 
chief  kinds  of  cereals  exported  from  Russia  in  1900,  as  compared 
with  1899 :— 


DOTomlMaon  of 
Onbu 

isse. 

1900. 

DseraMstailOQOta-- 

qmnthf. 

Vftlae. 

Qawtitx. 

Vftlofl. 

quaaUty. 

Value. 

SS^   ::    ::: 
a&-    r   ::: 

Owtt. 
94,I»7,82I 
19,407,M6 
28.0M,214 
8,147,867 
8,195,107 
7.282,871 

l«,f2M7« 

f;JS:SS 

i,i7at«» 

Owts. 
87,A28,280 
28,868,888 
17,2t<.&00 
28:724,888 
8,124,680 

11,071,280 

s'StSIooo 

8.280.816 

+       9-2 
-k-      88-8 

-  28-1 
+     180-7 

-  88-8 
•1-      86*2 

+        6-1 
+        8-8 

-  28-8 
+     148*8 

-  88*8 
+      84*2 

Annex  III  gives  in  detail  the  quantities  of  all  grain  exported 
from  Russia  during  the  past  year,  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
four  years,  and  the  average  quantity  of  the  exportation  of  such  grain 
for  the  peripd  1891-1895. 

On  examination  of  the  chief  articles,  save  grain  and  iU  pro- 
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ducts,  which  constituted  the  export  trade  of  Russia  during  1000, 
it  would  appear  that  the  following  goods  were  exported  in  greater 
quantities  than  in  the  preceding  year : — 


AriiolM. 

Par  Cent. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Batter 

Sugar,  mainly  raw    .. 
.  Fruit  and  berries,  dried       « •         • . 

.Linseed          ••         ••         ••         .. 

Rawhides      ..         ....         .. 

.  Flax  and  hemp  yam.*  '      ••  "     . . 

Spun  silk       * 

Indiarabbergoods    .. 

Naphtha  pronuote  (eioept  kerosene) 

Tinsel  spun  goods  (except  of -gold 

Cotton  tissues  •         .'.         ..         !! 

90-8 
81  0 
28-2 
26-5 
10-8 
84-6 
16-7 
86-4 
27-8 

68-8 

91-1 
86*5 

865*4 
68-1 
12-8 
54-9 

192-8 
29-8 
88*4 

91*6 
52-5 

On  the  other  hand,  save  grain  and  its  products,  the  following 
articles  were  exported  in  diminished  quantities,  as  compared  with 
1899:— 


Per  Cent. 


Artioles. 


Spirits 

Hemp  seed 

Linseed  cake  • .         .  • 

Flax 

Baw  bones 

Bristles  

Baw  silk         

n   ^rool 

Platinmn        •• 
QuioksilTer    ••         •■     ,    * 
FTax  and  hemp  tissues  '  *    • 
Woollen  tissues  And  eavpelt 


Turning  to  imports  into  Bussia,  the  value  of  all  these,  although 
exceeding  the  average  of  that  of  the  triennial  period  of  1897^9 
1^  3*1  per  cent.,  fell  below  that  of  1899  to  the  extent  of 
21,900,000  r.  (2,326,875/.),  or  3;7  per  cent.  ^ 
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The  following  articles  were  imported  in  greater  quantities  as 
oompared  with  1899  : — 


Articles. 


Rice    .. 
Vegetables 

,Tea  (European  frontiers) 
Indiarubber  goods    . . 
Copper  and  its  alloys 
Agricultural  uiachineiy 

Paper  

Wax,  bees      .• 
,,    fossil     .• 


Per  Cent. 

Quantitj. 

Value. 

208  0 

81-8 

108 -S 

121-7 

21-8 

28-9 

4-8 

71-8 

4-7 

17-1 

16  0 

16-6 

6-8 

130 

6-5 

20-6 

66-7 

38-2 

The  chief  articles  that  were  imported  in  quantities  smaller  than 
in  1899  were— 


Articles. 


Tea  (through  Irkutok) 

Tallow 

Oil,  olire  and  palm  •  •         • 

Indigo 

'  Cast-iron  goods         ••         • 
Iron  and  steel  goods . . 
Wire,  and  manufactures  of . 
Iron  vessels    « .         •  • 
Paper  pulp    '•  • 

Wool,  raw 

Cotton  jam 

Woollen  yam 

Cast-iron,  raw  ..         . 

Iron     ..         ..         ..         • 

'Steel    ..         ., 
Machinery      ••         ••         • 


Per  Cent. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


18-7 

22-8 

85-0 

4-8 

11-8 

19-7 

16-5 

88  6 

47-4 

19-7 

25*8 

27-9 

15  1 

18-1 

80*8 

19-6 

16-7 

20-9 

9-8 

16-6 

51-4 

80*8 

16-6 

20-9 

61-7 

55-8 

64-2 

49-7 

55-2 

50  0 

22-6 

22-8 

Trade  of 
Hussia  wilh 
United 
Kinfrdom 


Annexes  IV  and  V  give  the  actual  quantities  of  the  chief 
articles  imported  to  and  exported  from  Eussia  in  1900  as  com- 
pared with  1899. 

Among  the  countries  to  which  Bussian  produce  is  exported, 
Germany  occupies  the  first  place  in  point  of  value  of  such  exports, 

_ ^^^        tiie  United  Kingdom  ranking  second  in  this  respect     On  reference 

imd  Gerinany.  to  Aimcx  VI,  it  will  be  Seen  that  in  1900  the  value  of  Bussian 
articles  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to  145,564,000r. 
(15,462,9872.),  constituting  21*1  per  cent,  of  the  total  of  Bussian 
exports  in  general,  while  those  to  Germany  stood  at  187,515,000  r. 
(19,923,468/.),  or  272  per  cent,  of  the  above  total  Compared 
with  1899  the  percentage  of  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom 
showed  a  small  (Uminution  (0*3  per  cent.),  while  those  to  Germany 
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exhibited  a  slight  relative  increase  (01  j)er  cent).  Taking  the 
value  of  the  imports  into  Russia  in  1900  from  the  United  King- 
dom (22*3  per  cent.)  we  find  a  small  relative  increase  in  such 
value,  but  a  decrease  as  compared  with  the  average  relative 
value  for  the  quinquennial  period  1890-94  of  about  5  per  cent. 
The  relative  value  of  German  imports  into  Russia  showed  a  small 
diminution  in  1900,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  while, 
however,  still  maintaining  a  high  level  as  compared  with  the 
averages  for  the  above  periods  (37*6  per  cent,  in  1900,  as  com- 
pared with  the  avei-age  of  25*3  per  cent,  in  1890-94,  and  34*4  per 
cent,  for  1895-99). 

Considering  the  financial  and  economic  crises  that  prevailed 
in  Russia  during  the  past  year,  anrl  whicli  naturally  affected  the 
whole  import  trade  of  the  country,  that  from  the  United  King- 
dom showed  an  actual  decrease  of  only  1,227,000  r.  (130,368t), 
while  the  diminution  in  the  value  of  German  imports  into  Russia, 
as  compared  with  1899,  stand  at  no  less  than  15,390,000  r. 
(1,635,187/.). 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that,  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  were  greater  of  tea, 
herrings,  raw  cotton,  spirits  and  beer,  rice,  jute,  chemical  products, 
and  flax  and  hemp  manufactures.  There  was,  however,  a  diminu- 
tion in  the  importation  from  the  United  Kingdom  of  coal  and 
coke,  bricks,  tries  and  pipes,  iron  vessels,  cast-iron,  raw  and 
worked,  iron  assorted  and  in  plates,  worked  steel  and  iron,  copper, 
lead,  machinery,  whole  and  in  parts,  agricultuml  machinery,  wire, 
and  woollen  manufactures. 

As  regards  Russian  imports  from  European  countries,  other 
than  those  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany,  it  would  appear 
from  Annex  VII  that  there  was  during  the  past  year  an  increase 
in  the  value  of  goods  imported  from  France,  Turkey,  Norway, 
Denmark,  China,  and  Finland,  while  diminished  importations  in 
bulk  and  value  took  place  in  those  from  Austria-Hungary, 
Belgium,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Holland,  Sweden,  Roumania,  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  Egypt,  and  India. 

The  exports  of  Russian  goods  were  in  greater  quantities  and  of 
greater  value  as  compared  with  1899,  to  HoUaucl,  Italy,  Turkey, 
Denmark,  Sweden  and  Norway,  India,  and  Finland,  and  of 
decreased  bulk  and  value  to  France,  Belgium,  Roumania,  United 
States  of  North  America,  and  China. 

Compared  with  1899  the  export  trade  of  St.  Petereburg  during  Trade  of  St. 
the   year   under    review   may    be    regarded    as   very   favourable.  Potersburg. 
A  much  larger  quantity  of  grain  was  shipped  (Annex  IX),  notably  ExporU. 
of  wheat,  rye,  and  more  especially  of  oats.     Butter,  linseed,  oil- 
cake, and  mineral  oil  were  exported  also  in  comparatively  increased 
quantities.      The   export,   however,   of  flax   and   hemp,  cordage, 
bristles,  wool,  deals,  bones,  pitch,  and  eggs  showed  a  decrease. 

In  regard   to  imports   at   St.  Petei-sburg   the   past  year  was  imports, 
marked  by  a  greater  importation  (Annex  X)  only  of  raw  cotton 
and  tea ;  under  all  other  heads,  such  as  wool,  coffee,  wine,  spirits, 
and  beer,  herrings,  coal  and  coke,  cast-iron,  wrought-iron,  steel  and 
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machinery  there  was  a  serious  decrease,  in  a  great  measure  due  to 
general  unfavourable  economic  conditions. 

A  curious  and  novel  feature  in  the  import  trade  of  St.  Petersburg- 
Cronstadt  was  the  arrival  during  the  past  summer  of  two  cargoes 
of  coal  from  Philadelphia.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  the 
experiment  will  be  repeated  this  season,  the  quality  of  the  coal 
and  the  cost  of  freight  not  rendering  it  in  this  market  a  dangerous 
rival  to  the  British  product. 

The  flax  crop  of  1900  proved  unsatisfactory  and  therefore  a 
comparatively  smaller  quantity  of  it  was  expoitol  from  Bussia 
during  the  flax  trading  season.  In  all  only  170,500  tons  were 
exported  from  the  whole  of  Russia,  as  compared  with  224,791  tons 
in  1899.  To  the  United  Kingdom  the  quantity  of  Russian  flax 
exported  amounted  in  1900  to  43,887  tons,  or  25*7  per  cent,  of  the 
total  export,  and  20,451  tons  less  than  in  1899.  In  point  of  value 
the  total  export  of  flax  to  all  countries  during  the  past  year 
amounted  to  4,656,831/.  and  to  the  United  Kingdom  to  1,153,131?. 
or  24*8  per  cent,  of  the  whole  value  of  this  article. 

The  quantity  of  flax  shipped  from  St.  Petersburg  during  the 
past  flax  export  season,  from  November  1,  1899,  to  October  31, 
1900,  is  returned  at  45,429  tons,  a  quantity  below  the  average 
for  the  years  1894-99.  The  following  were  the  quantities  exported 
from  this  port  during  the  above  quinquennial  period : — 


Quantity. 

From  NoTember  1, 1898,  to  October  81, 1899     . . 

1897               .,           1898     .. 

1896                „           1897     .. 

1895                „           1896     .. 

„                        1894                „           1896     .. 

Tons. 
56,571 
54,299 
55,677 
42,535 
43,262 

Arerage           

50,444 

Timber  trade 
^f  St. 
Petersburg, 


After  the  United  Kingdom  the  largest  demand  for  Eussian 
comes  from  the  north  of  Prance,  a  small  quantity  being 
exported  also  to  Belgium. 

Owing  chiefly  to  the  high  rates  of  freight  that  prevailed  the 
quantity  of  deals  and  lathwood  exported  from  St.  Petersburg- 
Cronstadt  during  the  past^  navigation  season  was  inferior  to  the 
quantity  exported  in  1899  to  all  countries,  as  also  to  the  United 
Kingdom  (Annex  IX). 

As  regards  deals  this  was  the  case  to  the  extent  in  general 
of  42,756  standard  dozen  and  in  that  of  lathwood  to  9,943  pieces. 
Bickers  and  props,  however,  were  more  actively  exported,  par- 
ticularly to  the  British  market.  The  latter  still  continues  to  be 
the  largest  importer  of  Russian  timber,  -the  importation  from  Russia 
of  these  goods  constituting  in  1900  40  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
Russian  timber  trade. 

The  value  of  Russian  timber  goods  of  every  description  exported 
from  all  Russian  European  ports  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1900 
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is  estimated  by  the  Kussian  Customs  Department  at  2,531,618/., 
<5ompared  with  2,249,41«i  in  1899. 

In  view  of  the  decrease  of  the  purchasing  power  of  the  country  Small 
^nd  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  home  money  market  no  powibUity  of 
great  increase  in  the  demand  for  British  goods  in  Russia  can  be  fm^g^fr^m 
anticipated  in  the  immediate  future.     Some  branches  of  British  rnited  .    ™ 
industry  might,  however,  be  more  actively  pushed  in  this  country  Kingdom  into 
by  special  agents  and  commercial  travellers  who,  possessed  of  the  **"**"«• 
necessary  qualifications,  should  canvas  for  orders  in  all  the  large 
towns  of  the  Empire.    The  articles  of  British  production  in  which 
more  business  can  be  done  at  present,  in  spite  of  the  keen  competi- 
tion of  similar  goods  of  German  and  North  American  origin,  would 
43eem  to  be  electrical  machinery  and  appurtenances,  machine  tools, 
hand  tools,  and  cutlery,  agricultural  machines  and  implements,  as 
-also  to  some  extent  typewriters.     The  Russian  market  for  bicycles 
is  at  present  overstocked,  so  that  but  little  more  can  be  done 
in   this  branch.      Bicycles  of   British  make   stand   high   in   the 
estimation  of  the  public,  but  their  high  price  restricts  their  sale 
to  comparatively  small  dimensions. 

The  port  of  St.  Petersburg  being  still  ser\'^ed  by  only  one  grain  six  new  grain 
-elevator  which  belongs  to  a  private  company  and  is  inadequate  eleyatow  for 
for  the  requirements  of  the  local  grain  trade,  the  Ministry  of^^^®*®^ 
Public  Works,  recognising    the   necessity  of    ameliorating    this   "'*' 
^tate  of  thinj^s,  has  decided  to  construct  six  new  elevators  at  the 
port     Two  of  them  will  work  in  connection  with  the  Nicholas 
.  Railway,  two  with  the  Moscow-Windau-Rybinsk  line,  and  two  to 
«erve  the  New  Northern  Railway.    Desirable  as  is  the  establish- 
ment of  these  additional  elevators  the  scheme  for  their  construc- 
tion still  remains  on  pap^r,  as  are  also  the  long-contemplated 
improvement  and  enlargement  of  the  New  Port,  considerations 
•of    a  financial  nature   apparently  blocking  the    way  for   their 
realisation. 

The  port  tonnage  charges  established  by  the  Council  of  the  New  tonnage 
Empire,  and  recently  promulgated  diflfer  from  those  hitherto  levied  ^^^  and 
418  follows:—  ^^P"^"^^ 

Hitherto  a  charge  under  the  designation  of  lastage  money  has 
heen  levied  on  all  veseek  belonging  to  nations  with  which  Russia 
has  treaties  of  commerce  and  navigation  at  the  mte  of  5  c.  per 
ton  in  all.  This  charge  will  from  January  1/14,  1902,  be  raised 
to  10  c.  inwards  and  as  much  outwards,  or  20  c.  in  all  per 
ton.  At  the  same  time  vessels  of  nations  with  which  Russia 
has  not  entered  into  treaties  of  commerce  and  navigation  will 
t)e  obliged  to  pay  4  r.  per  ton,  and  more  in  case  the  charge  on 
Russian  vessels  in  the  harbours  of  any  of  the  above  nations 
-exceed  4  r. 

The  rate  of  10  c.  per  ton  on  arrival  and  on  departure  of  a 
vessel  will  be  exacted  from  foreign  vessels  on  each  occasion  of 
their  visiting  a  Russian  harbour,  whereas  vessels  under  the 
Russian  fiag  plying  between  Russian  ports  situated  on  different 
seas  and  also  plying  regularly  between  Russian  and  foreign  ports 
will  pay  tonnage  dues  only  once  during  the  navigation  season. 
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The  following  vessels  are  exempted  from  paying  harbour 
tonnage  dues : — 

(1)  Vessels  of  war,  as  also  those  belonging  to  Government 
institutions ;  (2)  vessels  exclusively  employed  in  laying  down  and 
maintaining  in  order  submarine  cables ;  (3)  vessels  under  the 
Russian  flag  plying  between  Russian  ports  situated  on  the  same 
sea  and  those  arriving  at  ports  by  inland  waters;  (4)  Russian 
vessels  having  cargo  capacity  of  less  than  20  tons ;  (5)  merchant 
vessels  entering  port  for  non-trading  purposes;  (6)  vessels  belonging 
to  the  Russian  Yacht  Club ;  (7)  vessels  plying  on  the  Caspian  Sea ; 
(8)  vessels  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Arch- 
angel and  employed  in  sea  fisheries. 

In  addition  to  the  above  tonnage  rates,  shipment  dues  will  l)e 
levied  at  most  of  the  Russian  ports  at  fat^  varying  from  J  to  1  c. 
per  poud  of  36  lbs.  English,  and  these  dues  will  Tall  on  shippers, 
and  consignees  of  both  native  and  foreign  goods  in  Russia.  This 
charge,  which  in  a  modified  form  has  hitherto  been  enforced  at 
the  port  of  St.  Petersburg  since  1895,  is  now  made  applicable  to 
most  of  the  Russian  ports  on  the  following  scale : — 

1 .  On  goods  imported  from  abroad  or  goods  thither  exported 
at  the  rate  of  (a)  i  c.  per  poud  of  cereals,  hay,  straw,  all  manures, 
clays  (excepting  for  dyeing  purposes),  chalk,  lime,  gypsum,  and 
alabaster,  non-precious  stones  (except  marble),  coals,  raw  naphtha,, 
napththa  residuum,  ores,  iron  scorise,  ordinary  bricks,  salt,  and 
wood  fuel ;  (b)  at  the  rate  of  ^  c.  per  poud,  all  seeds,  flax,  liemp, 
tow,  seed  husks,  flour,  grits,  timber  materials  (except  timber  of 
high  value),  and  pitch ;  (c)  at  the  rate  of  1  c.  per  poud,  all  other 
goods. 

2.  On  goods  transported  from  one  Russian  port  to  another  only 
one-third  o\'  the  above  rates  will  be  leviable. 

3.  On  goods  carried  within  harbour  limits,  on  military  cargoes, 
coal  carried  for  naval  and  military  purposes,  raw  stones  and  salt 
carried  to  the  Baltic  ports  from  those  of  the  Black  and  Azoff  seas 
no  rates  are  payable. 

Tlie  above  poud  rates  are  to  be  levied  at  the  following  Russian 
ports: — Azoff,  Akkerman,  Anapa,  Archangel,  Astrakhan,  Baku,. 
Batoum,  Berdiansk,  Varvarovsk  Wharf,  Windau,  Vladivostok^ 
Ghenichesk,  Eupatoria,  Eisk,  Ismail,  Kertch,  Kilia,  Krasnovodsk^ 
Libau,  Mariupol,  Narva,  Nakhichivan,  Nikolaiyeff,  Novorossiesk, 
Odessa,  Pemau,  Tetrovsk,  Poti,  Reval,  Reni,  Riga,  Rostov-on-the- 
Don,  St.  Petersburg,  Sebastopol,  Sukhjum,  Taganrog,  Temriuk, 
Kherson,  Yalta,  and  Theodosia,  and  at  the  stations  of  Tamansk  and 
Guilovsk. 

Tliese  tonnage  and  shipment  dues  will  be  leviable  by  the 
customs  authorities,  who  will  pay  them  into  the  local  treasuries, 
the  latter  allotting  two-fifths  of  the  sums  so  paid  to  the  geneiul 
resources  of  the  Imperial  Treasury,  and  three-fifths  to  the  special 
fund  of  the  Harbour  Committee  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance. 

By  another  decision  of  the  Council  of  the  Empire,  the  adminis- 
tration and  organisation  of  Russian  commercial  ports  is  placed 
on  a  new  and  more  centralised  footing  under  the  almost  entire 
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control  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  and  will  be  worked  through 
a  chief  committee  constituted  also  of  representatives  of  other 
branches  of  the  administration  and  by  local  councils,  at  the  head 
of  which  will  be  the  commandant  of  the  port.       >    . 

The  object  with  which  the  above  central  committee  and  local 
harbour  councils  have  been  created  i^  to  improve  the  condition  of 
•  Kussian  commercial  ports  and  harbours,  and  to  maintain  them  on 

I  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  requirements  of  commerce.     The 

\  three-fifths  of  the  sums  annually  raised  from  tonnage  and  ship- 

/  ment  dues  will  be  devoted  to  the  above  purposes. 

A  census  of  the  city  of  St.  Petersburg  was  taken  in  the  month  Censas  of  Bu 
of  December,  1900.    The  preliminary  figures  have  as  yet  only  ^«to»t»«g- 
been  published,  tod  from  these  it  would  appear  that  the  total 
population  amounted  to  1,439,194  persons  of  both  sexes,  the  city 
proper  representing  1,248,643,  and  its  outlying  portions  190,551 
individuals. 
I  The  accretiou  to  the    population,  both  urban  and  suburban, 

during  the  last  decade  amounted  to  39*2  per  cent.,  and  was  at  the 
rate  of  about  10,000  per  annum.  Owing,  however,  to  very  un- 
favourable hygienic  conditions,  especially  to  the  absence  of  a 
regular  system  of  sewers  and  the  insalubrity  of  the  water  supply, 
the  mortality  of  the  town  continues  to  be  abnormally  high,  and 
to  this  circumstance  must  the  fact  be  attributed  that  St.  Peters- 
buig  owes  its  increase  of  inhabitants  not  so  much  to  natural 
causes  as  to  the  stream  of  immigration  that  sets  in  towards  the 
capital... 

Xhe. production  and  export  of  Bussian  butter,  particularly BuMian 
from  Siberia,  are  rapidly  increasing.  In  1897  only  8,532  tonslwtter. 
were  exported ;  in  1899, 10,125  tons;  and  in  1900  the  quantity 
reached  19,339  tons.  The  main  portion  of  this  butter  came  from 
Siberia,  whence  large  consignments  of  it  are  weekly  trans- 
mitted ii;i  the  summer  se«tson  in  specially  adapted  xefrigerator 
butter  vans  to  the  Baltic  ports — chiefly  to  Eiga  and  Libau.  At 
the  last  confei^nce  of  Siberian  buttermakers,  held  at  Kurgan,  it 
was  resolved  to  seek  the  co-operation  of  the  Russian  railway 
authorities  in  the  furtherance  of  the  interests  of  this  important 
branch  of  trade,  and  with  this  in  view  it  was  decided  to  endeavour 
to  obtain  the  weekly  service  of  a  special  train  of  25  refrigerator 
cars  during  the  four  summer  months,  which  would  be  capable  of 
transpoiting  every  week  during  these  months  6,450  tons  of  butter 
to  the  Baltic  ports. 

In  point  of  quality  the  Siberian  butter  is  said  not  to  stand 
high,  but  its  comparative  purity  and  the  large  supply,  and,  con- 
sequently, cheapness,  secure  for  it  a  I'eady  sale,  both  on  the  Con* 
tinent  and  in  the  United  Kingdom.  At  present  the  bulk  of  it  only 
drives  old  and  low-grade  butter,  and  to  a  great  extent,  margarine, 
out  of  the  European  markets,  but  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
it  may  be  able  to  compete  successfully  with  the  Danish,  French, 
Australian,  and  New  Zealand. products. 

The  production  of  dairy  butter  in  Russia  now  meets  with  active 
encours^ment  on  the  part  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  as 
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also  on  that  of  the  Minister  of  Finance.  The  latter  recently  con- 
cluded an  arrangement  with  a  Grerman  shipping  firm  for  the 
establishment  of  a  line  of  steamers  to  run  weekly  from  Biga  to 
London  with  cargoes  of  fresh  Siberian  butter  and  other  perishable 
agricultural  produce.  The  steam'ers  are  supplied  with  refrigerating 
apparatus,  and  commenced  running  this  summer.  The  steamers 
will  leave  Riga  every  Saturday.  The  special  tmins  which  are  to 
supply  butter  cargoes  for  these  steamers  will  leave  the  Obi  Station 
for  Moscow  every  Thursday,  stopping  to  receive  butter  at  all  the 
principal  points  on  the  Siberian  line,  such  as  Kainsk,  Tatarsk, 
Omsk,  Petropavlovsk,  Kurgan,  and  Tcheliabinsk.  The  whole 
distance,  which  is  2,796  miles,  is  to  be  traverseil  in  324  houts,  or 
27  days,  at  a  mean  speed,  including  stoppages,  of  8*63  miles  per 
hour. 

The  past  navigation  season  at  St.  Petersburg-Cronstadt  was 
marked  by  a  further  diminution  of  British  tonnage. 

In  all  485  British  vessels,  consisting  of  488  steamers  and  two 
sailing  vessels  visited  it,  their  combined  tonnage  amounting  to 
541,5(i7  tons  (Annex  XI),  as  compared  with  646,890  tons  in  1899, 
or  a  decrease  of  16*3  per  cent.,  and  one  of  16*2  per  cent,  as 
compared  with  the  average  tonnage  for  the  quinquennial  period 
of  1891-95.  The  total  tonnage  of  vessels  of  all  nations  at 
Sc.  Petersburg-Cronstadt  in  1900  reached  a  total  of  1,539,158 
tons,  of  which  the  relative  percentage  of  British  was  therefore 
35*1  per  cent.  This  percentage  I  regret  to  say  exhibits  a  con- 
siderable diminution,  as  compared  With  1899,  as  also  with  all  the 
preceding  years. 

On  reference  to  Annex  XI  it  will  be  found  that  the  average  of 
British  tonnage  at  St.  Petersburg-Cronstadt  for  the  periods 
1881-85, 1886-90,  and  1891-95  were  respectively  547,  54*7,  and 
57'7  per  cent,  of  the  tonnage  of  vessels  of  all  nations  that  visited 
this  port. 

The  unfortunate  feature  in  this  decrease  of  British  tonnage  is 
its  steady  diminution,  while  German  and  Danish  shipping  appetlr 
to  be  occupyinjg  at  this  port  the  field  gradually  vacated  by  our 
mercantile  marine.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the  phenome- 
non referred  to  may  not  in  reality  possess  the  importance  for  our 
shipowners  that  the  figures  cited  would  lead  one  at  first  sight  to 
suppose.  In  all  probability  our  steamships  have  had  ample  and 
more  remunerative  employment  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

According  to  the  latest  published  Russian  customs  returns  tiie 
relative  percentage  of  the  tonnage  of  British  shipping  that  visited 
all  Bussian  ports  in  1899  stood  at  41*9  percent.  (Annex  XII),  a 
percentage  which,  as  compared  with  the  average  of  such  tonnage 
for  1893-97,  shows  a  diminution  of  2-9  per  cent.  Thus  the 
decrease  of  British  shipping  is  not  confined  to  St  Petersburg- 
Cronstadt,  but  seems  to  extend  progressively  to  all  Eussian  poli». 

The  accompanying  report  of  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Pishwick,  of 
Cronstadt,  gives  in  detail  the  movement  of  British  and  other 
shipping  at  St  Petersburg-Cronstadt  during  the  past  navigation 
season,  which  commenced  on  May  8  and  closed  on  November  27, 
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thus  lasting  in  all  204  days,  or  11  days  below  the  average  duration 
of  the  navigation  seasons  of  the  last  live  years. 

An '  International    Fisheries    Exhibition    will    be    held    at  latemaaoiua 
St  Petersburg  in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  1902,  accom-  S**J'?^? 
panied  by  an  International  Congress  for  the  discussion  of  questions  ***''"^^- 
relating  to  fisheries  and  pisciculture.    A  commission  of  Bussian 
and  foreign  experts   is   to  award  gold   and  silver  medals  and 
diplomas  to  successful  exhibitors.    The  cost  of  the  Exhibition  will 
be,  defrayed  by  a  Government  subsidy  and  by  the  Imperial  Russian 
Fisheries  Association,  as  well  £is  by  assistance  from  other  sources. 

For  a  long  series  of  years  the  transaction  of  all  mercantile  and  Stock 
financial  matters  took  place  at  St.  Petersburg  without  any  distinc-  Emhinge 
tion  between  the  two  on  "  'Change."  In  view  of  the  active  and  pJeenbuTg, 
pernicious  speculation  in  stocks  and  shares  conducted  by  irre- 
sponsible members  of  the  Exchange  the  Minister  of  Finance  has 
recently  created  a  separate  Stock  Exchange,  operations  on  which 
can  now  only  be  conducted  through  sworn  stockbrokers,  and  access 
to  which,  although  situated  in  the  same  building  and  even  in  tiie 
same  large  hall  as  that  hitherto  devoted  to  business  at  laige,  is 
rendered  impossible  to  those  who  do  not  possess  the  necessary 
sanction  of  the  Committee  of  the  Stock  Exchange  for  such 
transactions.  By  this  reform  the  Minister  of  Finance  hopes  that 
all  Stock  Exchange  operations  wiU  be  conducted  in  a  mannei* 
which  will  reduce  the  possibility  of  reckless  gambling  to  a 
minimum.  Another  object  is  at  the  same  time  secur^,  that 
of  placing  all  transactions  in  State  and  other  securities  under  the 
complete  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  this  being  effected 
by  the  creation  of  a  committee  consisting  largely  of  Government 
nominees  and  representatives  of  the  State  Bank  and  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  stockbrokers  virtually  by  the  Minister  of  Finance. 
Complaints  are  already  rife  on  the  part  of  the  general  mercantile 
community  of  the  difiiculty  of  access  to  the  Stock  Exchange,  with 
which  this  mercantile  community  is  intimately  connected  by  their 
investments  in  every  form  of  security.  As  the  Stock  Exchange  is 
an  institution  of  recent  creation  the  present  outcry  against  the 
manner  in  which  some  of  its  functions  are  performed  must  subside 
with  the  introduction  of  modifications  of  these  functions,  based  on 
practical  ex]perieBce  of  their  shortcomings.  One  good  thing  the 
new  institution  has  undoubtedly  effected,  by  the  elimination  of 
objectionable  and  irresponsible  individuals  from  the  sphere  of 
finance  on  '*  'Chanse,^'  whose  activity  there  was  disastrous  to  the 
outside  uninitiated  public. 

On  September  1/14, 1900,  the  number  of  Qoveinment  savings  Sariiig* 
banks  throughout  the  Empire  amounted  to  5,216,  the  number  of  l»nki. 
depositors  to '3,412,565,  and  the  value  of  the  deposits  in  money 
^d  securities  to  717,800,000  r.  (76,266,250i).  From  January  1/14 
to  September  1/14  of  the  above  year,  the  total  value  of  the  depoaita 
^as  increased  by  39,000,000  r.  (4,143,750A).  In  1899  the  addition 
iq  the  total  of  existing  deposits  was  returned  at  85,500,000  r. 
(9,0^84,375/.).  -AH  the  money  and  securities  deposited  in  these 
9aYii^  banks  ar^,  in  virtue  of  the  law  respecting  theni,  at  the 
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disposal  of  the  State  Bank  which  invests  them  in  Goveraraent 
stock  and  securities  gaaranteed  by  the  State.  In  this  manner  ttie 
banks  in  question  are  yearly  acquiring  more  and  more  significance 
:  in  the  maintenance  of  the  credit  of  the  Government,  while 
also  rendering  the  State  Bank  no  small  service  inasmuch  as  many 
millions  of  roubles  of  the  thrifty  depositors  remain  uninvested 
and  are  kept  on  current  account  by  the  State  Bank.  Moreover, 
the  latter,  in  selecting  the  securities  for  investment  on  account  of 
the  savings  banks  choose  such  as  offer  the  greatest  advantages 
to  the  banks  in  point  of  yearly  interest  or  in  other  respects,  but 
which  at  the  same  time  the  Government  cannot  easily  otherwise 
realise.  Thus  when  it  is  difficult  to  realise  bonds  of  the  nobility 
or  peasant's  banks,  they  are  made  over  to  the  savings  banks,  or, 
again,  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  realise  Government  railway 
bonds  and  no  demand  for  them  exists  in  the  market,  the 
savings  banks  become  the  medium  for  solving  the  difficulty.  All 
the  small  savings  throughout  the  whole  of  Russia  flowing  into 
the  savings  banks  ultimately  become  concentitited  in  the  coflers 
of  the  State  Bank. 
Orown  On  January  1/14  of  the  present  year,  the  monopoly  of  the 

monopoly  of  gale  of  com  brandy  was  extended  to  the  remaining  19  Russian 
Bpiriti.*  ^  provinces  in  which  it  had  not  yet  been  introduced.  Siberia  and 
the  Caucasus  are  now  the  only  portions  of  the  Empire  in  which 
the  system  is  not  yet  in  force,  but  its  introduction  there  will  in 
due  time  take  place.  It  is  yet  too  early  to  form  a  complete  and 
comprehensive  estimate  of  the  general  results  in  financial  respects 
yielded  to  the  Government  by  its  monopoly  of  the  sale  of  corn 
brandy,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  has  not  been  in  full  operation 
throughout  the  Empire.  , 

A  partial  summary  is,  therefore,  only  possible.  Up  to  the 
present  the  preliminary  expenditure  attending  its  establishment 
has  been  so  great,  amounting  in  all  to  12,112,500/.,  as  to  absorb 
nearly  all  the  profits.  Dating  from  its  introduction  in  1895-99^ 
the  revenue  derived,  as  stated  by  the  Comptroller-General,  from 
the  sale  of  spirits  by  the  Crown,  excepting  from  such  revenue  the 
excise  duty  levied  in  respect  of  it,  presented  a  total  of  32,289,375/ 
At  the  same  time  the  working  outlay  was  no  less  than  23,810,625/.j 
leaving  a  balance  of  8,478,760/.  But  during  this  quinquennial 
period  the  preliminary  expenses,  or  those  involving  the  provision 
of  plant,  &c.,  reached  the  sum  of  7,990,000/.  The  same  state  of 
things  marked  the  year  1900  when,  while  the  net  revenue  was 
estimated '  at  about  3,453,125/.,  the  preliminary  expenditure 
amounted  to  2,284,375/.,  to  which  must  be  added  1,806,250/.,  pro- 
vided for  thef  same  purpose  in  the  estimates  for  1901.  The  future, 
however,  of  the  system  bears  a  much  more  promising  aspect. 
After  all  the  preliminary  expenses  shall  have  been  liquidated  a 
large  net  cash  balance  resulting  from  the  operations  is  expected. 
Under  the  estimates  for  190i  such  balance  is  already  calculated 
at  4,037,500/.,  and  in  all  probability  this  balance  M-ill  be  greater. 
To  the  further  increase  of  revenue  which  tHe  Crown  will 
derive  from  the  sale  of  vodki  or  com  spirits,  irrespective  of  the 
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-extension  of  the  system  to  a  greater  area  of  the  country,  will  con- 
<luce  the  recent  increase  of  the  initial  rate  of  excise  (1  c.  per 
degree)  and  of  the  price  of  the  vodki  itself,  which  from  January  1, 
1901,  was  raised  to  the  uniform  price  of  7  r.  60  c.  per  vedro  (68. 
per  gallon). 

Towards  the  end  of  1900  the  total  length  of  the  Kussian  rail-  Eailways. 
ways  amounted  to  32,762  miles,  of  which  27,303  miles  fall  to  the 
share  of  European  Eussia.  At  the  same  time  new  lines  in  course 
of  construction  during  the  year  represented  a  length  of  about 
5,000  miles.  In  1899  only  29,670  miles  of  rail  were  worked, 
25,331  miles  of  these  representing  lines  in  llussia  proper.  Of 
new  lines  opened  the  most  important  was  the  Trans-Baikal  section 
of  the  Siberian  Bail  way.  The  unfavourable  condition  of  the 
money  market,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  checked  the  projection 
and  construction  of  many  new  lines  and  feeding  branches.  It 
was,  however,  decided  to  take  preliminary  steps  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  line  from  Orenburg  to  Tashkent  which  had  been 
previously  projected.  The  other  railways  projected  were:  A 
second  Hcaterina  line  to  run  through  the  coal  btwin  of  the  Don ; 
a  line  from  Tuma  through  Kasimoff  to  the  town  of  Elatina,  a 
<ii8tance  of  60  miles;  one  from  Novogeoi^ievsk  to  Plotsk,  47 
miles ;  a  line  to  Kalish  and  a  branch  from  Vladikavkaz  Station 
along  the  shore  of  the  Bl6U)k  Sea  to  Sukhum  and  beyond  to  a 
junction  with  the  Trans-Caucasian  line. 

To  the  existing  Government  railways  was  added  during  the 
past  year  the  Moscow-Y8U"oslav-Archangel  Kailway.  The  Crown 
was  obliged  to  acquire  this  line  owing  to  the  insolvency  of  the 
private  companies  to  whicli  it  had  belonged. 

The  gross  income  derived  fiom  the  Russian  railways  amounted 
to  40,523,750Z.,  and  the  expenditure  tp  25,372,500/.  The  net 
yield  was  therefore  15,151,250/.  Compared  with  the  results 
of  the  preceding  yeiir,  those  for  1900  are  officially  stated  to  be 
.satisfactory,  the  absolute  net  revenue  having  increased  by 
^07,500/. 

The  number  of  passengers  earned  in  1900  was  62,000,000,  as 
-compared  with  61,000,000  in  1899.  The  luggage  and  goods  traffic 
was  as  follows : — 


Qoantitj. 

1900. 

1899. 

Bj  fast  trains    .. 
„  slow    „        

Million  ton*. 

9-3 

76-8 

Million  tons. 

8-3 

70-6 

In  addition  to  the  above,  16*7  million  tons  of  goods  were  carried 
for  railway  purposes. 

The  goods  traffic  has  increased  in  greater  proportion  than  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1(5  ST.  PETERSBURG. 

of  passengers,  the  increase  of  the  former  amounting  to  about  ^ 
per  cent. 

Increased  goods  traffic  took  place,  particularly  on  the  Trans- 
Caspian,  Kieff-Kharkoff-Sebastopol,  Ekaterininsk,  Samara- 
Zlatoust,  Central  Asiatic,  Polessie,  Libau-Romna,  and  Eiga-Orel 
lines.  There  was  a  diminution  of  traffic  and  yield  on  the  South 
Western,  Moscow-Kursk,  Perm,  and  Baskunchak  railways ;  the 
remaining  lines  either  showed  a  slight  increase  of  traffic,  or  the 
same  as  in  1899. 

For  the  increased  traffic  on  the  railways  above  referred  to, 
various  causes  can  be  ascribed.  Thus  as  regards  the  Trans- 
Caucasus  Kailway,  the  increase  of  its  revenue  was  apparently 
due  to  its  connection  with  the  Tiflis-Kars  branch  ;  in  the  case  of 
the  Samara-Zlatoust  line,  increased  returns  are  attributable  to  the 
development  of  the  local  Ural  metallurgical  industry,  to  an  in- 
crease of  transit  tmffic  with  the  Siberian  Eailway,  as  also  to  the 
good  harvest  in  the  region  of  the  Samara-Ufim  and  Samara-Oren- 
burg sections,  which  supply  large  quantities  of  grain.  On  the 
Kieff-Kharkoff-Sebastopol  line  more  active  working  and  increase 
of  levenue  were  due  to  additional  carriage  of  minerals,  and 
to  the  opening  of  the  branch  from  Volochansk  to  Kupiansk. 
This  branch  will  acquire  great  importance  in  the  carriage  of  coals 
and  salt  from  the  Donetsk  Basin  to  the  north  and  north-west 
One  of  the  best  paying  of  the  Government  railways  is  said  to  be 
the  Ekaterinensk  line,  which  yielded  last  year  a  net  profit  of 
1,275,000/. 

The  Central  Asiatic  (formerly  Trans-Caspian)  Eailway  was 
extended  in  1899  by  a  continuation  of  the  line  to  Tashkent  and 
Andijan.  The  rapid  growth  of  traffic  on  it  is  only  natural,  seeing 
that  the  most  populous  country  through  which  it  runs  is  situated 
at  its  eastern  extremity,  whence  large  quantities  of  cotton,  tlie 
main  article  carried  by  the  line,  ai*e  transported  to  European  Russia. 
The  future  in  store  for  this  railway  is  considered  to  be  very  pro- 
mising. The  comparatively  better  yields  of  the  western  transit 
lines — the  Polessei,  Libau-Eomna,  and  Eiga-Orel — arose  from 
results  more  favourable  than  in  1899  in  agricultural  respects  in 
the  provinces  served  by  these  lines,  and  a  development  of  the 
transport  of  timber  on  the  first  two  lines. 
St.  Peters-  In  the  moutli  of  May  last  it  was  decided  to  build  a  line  of 

Wg-Viatka  ^ail,  of  normal  gauge,  from  St.  Petersburg  to  Viatka,  the  work  of 
^^^'  construction  to  commence  in  1902.  Tlie  question  of  connecting 
St.  Petersburg  with  the  northern  and  north-eastern  parts  of  the 
Empire  was  raised  a  few  years  ago  in  view  of  the  evident  decay  of 
those  portions  of  the  country  in  economic  prosperity.  The  matter 
was  then  referred  to  a  special  commission,  which  finally  recom- 
mended the  construction  of  several  lines,  two  of  which,  the 
Vologda-Archangel  and  the  Perm-Kotlas  lines,  are  already  in 
operation. 

The  new  railway  will  be  built  by  the  Government,  and  will 
run  from  St.  Petersburg,  through  Tikhoin,  Cherepovets,  Vologda,, 
Bui,   Galitch,   to  Viatka,  at  which  po^'nt   it  will  become   con- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8T.  PRKDraORG.  17 

nected,  through  the  Pemi'-Eotlfts  line,  with  the  Great  Siberiau 
Bailwaj.  In  order  to  connect  the  St.  Petergburg-Viatka  Railway 
with  Moscow  a  branch  line  will  run  from  Bui  to  Daniloff  Station 
oa  the  Moscow -Archangel  line,  and  the  Daniloff^Urech  narrow 
gauge  railway- will  be .  convei^ted  into  a  broad  gauge  line-,  while  a 
bridge  will  be  built  over  the  Volga  at  Yaroslav.  Besides  con- 
necting the  Ural  and  the  northern  and  north-eastern  part  of  Russia 
with  St  Petersburg,  the  new  railway  will  play  an  important  part 
in  .the  through  carriage  of  Siberian  producci  Siberia  in  its  oom- 
mercial  relations  with  European  Russia  has  the  signification  of  a 
colony  and  an  ever^increasing  market  for  the  absorption  of  Russian 
manufactures.*  Seeing  that  Russian  >  manufacturing  industry  is^ 
chiefly  concentrated  in  the  Moscow  district,  the  St  Petersburg-^ 
Yiatka  Railway  will  be  able  to  supply  Siberia  with  manufactured 
and  half-manufactured  goods  only  on  condition  that  the  distance 
from  Cheliabin^k  to  Yiatka  will  be  reduced  to  a  minimum  length. 
At  present,  however,  a  line  of  rail  has  been  projected  from  Moscow 
to  Kyshtym,  which  will  curtail  the  distance  between  Moscow  and 
Gheliabinsk  by  376  versts  (250  miles). 

As  regards  the  ciu-riage  of  Siberian  produce,  consisting  chiefly 
of  grain  and  raw  articles,  the  appearance  of  Siberian  grain  on  the 
markets  and  at  the  ports  of  European  Russia,  through  which 
Russian  grain  is  exported  abroad,  is  considered  very  undesirable 
in  view  of  the  apprehension  that  the  cheap  Siberian  grain  will 
lower  the  price  of  all  cereals  in  the  Central  Russian  provinoes. 
It:  was  to  avoid  this,  by  conveying  Siberian  grain  abroad  vift 
Archangel,  that  the  Perm-Kotlass  Railway  was  built  and  with 
the  same  object,  if  the  latter  line  prove  insufficient  for  that 
purpose,  a  new  line  may  be  constructed  from  a  point  on  the 
Siberian  Railway  to  Tsaritsinfor  the  export  of  grain  abroad  vift 
Novoroesiisk.  Other  raw  Siberian  produce  required  for  manu- 
facturing purposes  in  European  Russian  would  find  their  way  to 
Moscow,  the  chief  centre  of  the  manufacturing  industry  of  this 
country,  by  the  Kyshtym  line.  In  this  manner  the  Kotlas  and 
Tsaritsin  line  must  serve  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  exporting 
Siberian  grain  abroad,  and  the  Moscow-Kyshtym  Railway  for 
the  carriage  to  Siberia  of  Rtissian  manufactured  goods  and  the 
conveyance  from  Siberia  of  such  raw  produce  as  is  required  by 
Russian  manufacturers.  The  part  which  the  St  Petersburg*^ 
Yiatka  Railway  will  play  in  the  traffic  with  Siberia  will  consist 
mainly  in  the  exchange  of  goods  between  Siberia  and  St  Peters- 
burg and  as  an  outlet  through  the  latter  of  Siberian  produce, 
other  than  grain,  abroad.  The  cost  of  construction  of  the 
St  Petersburg^Yiatka  line  is  estimated  at  7,756,260^.,  its  annual 
yield  at  first  at  563,125/.,  working  expenditure  at  361,250/.,  and 
the  net  revenue  at  201,875/.,  or  only  about  2f  per  cent  on  the 
money  spent  in  its  oonstmction.  It  is  expected,  however,  that 
the  revenue  of  the  railway  will  not  fail  to  increase  owing  to  the 
augmentation  of  goode  traffic  on  the  lines  with  which  it  will  be 
brought  into  connection,  and  that  it  will  ultimately  yield  not  less 
thi^n  4  per  cent  on  the  building  capital. 
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Siberiiin 
Bftilwaj. 


Agrionltun. 
Orainand 
potato  cropi. 


The  foregoing  particulaxs  respecting  the  St  Petersburg-Viatka 
Bailwaj  have  been  obtained  from  the  Official  Grazette,  and  may, 
therefore,  be  accepted  as  authoritative. 

The  past  year  was  not  favourable  for  the  Siberian  Sail- 
way  in  t  financial  respects,  seeing  that  for  several  months  of  the 
year  when  military  operations  were  in  progress  in  Manchuria, 
aU  merchandise  traffic  was  either  entirely  suspended  or  greatly 
curtailed  on  it.  With  the  opening  of  traffic  on  the  Trans-Baikal 
section  and  on  the  Eastern  Chinese  and  Circum-Baikal  lines  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Siberian  Bailway  will  become  a  more  profitable 
undertaking  than  it  is  at  present  It  is  expected,  however,  that 
from  seven  to  ten  years  must  elapse  before  the  hope  in  question 
will  be  realised.  According  to  the  latest  returns  768,064  tons  of 
paying  goods  were  carried  by  the  railway  in  1900,  or  96,774  tons 
more  than  in  1899.  The  gross  income  of  the  railway  was  reckoned 
in  1900  at  24  r.  58  c.  per  1,000  car-axle  versts  (in  1899  it  was 
28  r.  63  c),  as  compared  with  36  r.  23  c.  on  all  the  other 
Qovemment  railway  lines.  This  low  gross  revenue  is  attributed 
to  the  great  quantities  of  troops,  Grovemment  and  railway  stores 
that  the  line  had  to  transport,  at  very  low  rates  as  regards  the 
two  first  The  present  gross  revenue  of  the  line  is  estimated  at 
5,D00  r.  per  verst,  or  about  230Z.  per  mile. 

The  speed  at  which  the  goods  trains  run  over  the  line  averages 
about  8  miles  per  hour,  and  no  greater  rapidity  can  be  attained 
before  the  present  light  rails  shall  be  replaced  by  those  of  a 
heavier  kind  and  the  Une  ballasted  and  sleepered  for  heavier  and 
speedier  traffic.  The  speed  at  which  the  passenger  trains  run, 
owing  to  the  above  cause,  also  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

According  to  the  printed  returns  of  the  Central  Statistical 
Committee  the  area  under  the  cultivation  of  grain  in  the 
72  provinces  and  regions  of  the  Russian  Empire  amounted  in 
1900  to  211,529,705  acres  of  arable  land,  of  which  85,208,506 
acres  were  under  winter  sown  and  126,821,199  acres  under  spring 
sown  cereals.  The  relation  per  cent  between  the  two  remained 
the  same  as  formerly,  namely,  40*3  per  cent  of  the  area  bearing 
winter  sown  and  59'7  per  cent,  spring  sown  crop&  The  total 
yield  of  grain  of  all  description  is  computed  at  1,119,019,950  cwt&, 
of  which  winter  sown  grain  produced  624,448,225  cwts.  and  spring 
sown  594,571,725  cwts.,  or  46  9  and  631  per  cent  respectively, 
as  compared  with  45*3  and  54*7  per  cent  in  1899.  In  addition 
to  the  above  were  harvested,  lentils  and  beans,  4,949,775  cwts., 
and  potatoes,  513,891,289  cwts. 

Comparing  the  harvest  of  1900  with  the  average  yield  in  the 
quinquennial  period  of  1895-99  in  60  provinces  and  in  those  of 
the  Cis-Yistula  region  (Poland)  (returns  for  the  other  parts  of  the 
Empire  for  this  period  being  incomplete)  it  would  appear  that 
the  harvest  of  1900  exceeded  that  of  the  average  yidd  for  the 
above  period  by  95,377,670  cwts.,  or  10-3  per  cent,  this  excess 
being  16'3  per  cent  in  the  case  of  winter  and  5*2  per  cent  for 
spring  sown  grain.  In  view  of  this  the  harvest  of  1900  in 
60  provinces  of  Russia  taken  as  a  whole  is  considered  fully 
satisfactory. 
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The  harvest  of  all  oereals  and  other  prodticts  of  1900  in^ 
72  Buasian  provinces  and  regions  is  stated  by  the  Central' 
Statistical  Committee  to  have  yielded  the  following  results  - — 


Area  under  Cultivation. 

Total  Yield. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

winter  son 

Acres. 

Acres., 

Cwts. 

Owta. 

m       ..    12,802,786 

18,411,866 

87,027,668 

72,094,767 

Spring  SOW] 

Q         ..    36,945,420 

88,907,518 

165,487,868 

168,601,82X 

Bye— 

Winter  BOH 

m        ..    69,482,169 

71,797,169 

444,768,607 

462,858,468 

Spring  aow] 

a         •.      1,789,981 

1.704,947 

9,622,118 

6,276,686 

Oat*  .. 

..    42,146,861 

48,852.384 

288,486,810 

248.151,714 

BaHey 

..    20,486,487 

20,749,2116 

96,948.825 

101,245,881 

Spalt  wheat  . 

761,680 

1,098,132 

6,897,925 

5,026,586 

Buckwheat   . 

..      6,220,688 

6,172,390 

22,775,886 

17,616,214 

MiUet 

..      7.936.208 

7,714,782 

44,636.693 

86,4i8.393 

Make 

..      2,886,005 

3,268,886 

16,407,908 

17,074,929 

Peat  .. 

2,822,630 

2.874,889 

14,689,046 

18,981,678 

Lentils 

928.616 

988,567 

4,889,026 

8,8^,685 

Beans 

194,667 

202,524 

1.427,889 

1,082,571 

Potatoes 

..      8,985.791 

6,607,969 

488,468,171 

618,891,321 

The  proportionate  distribution  of  the  yield  of  grain  crops  of 
1900,  compared  with  the  two  previous  years  was  as  follows,  the 
progressive  increase  of  the  yield  in  the  cultivation  of  rye  being 
pacticularly  noticeable : — 


Percentage  of  Yield  of  aU  Grain  Crops. 

1900. 

1899. 

1808. 

Rje 

Wheat           

Oats 

Barley           

Other  grain 

40*98 

20*18 

21*78 

9  06 

8*06 

88*6 
20*6 
24 
8-2 

8*8 

86*3 
23*6 
18-8 
12*6 
9-8 

The  net  remnant  of  grain  (excepting  beans  and  lentils)  after 
deducting  the  quantity  required  as  seed  amounted  in  the  72 
provinces  of  the  Empire  to  899,768,893  cwts.,  or  7*6  cwts.  per 
head  of  the  population  of  both  sexes,  or  somewhat  less  than  in 
1899  when  it  was  computed  at  8-01  cwts. 

The  yield  of  straw  in  1900  in  the  above  provinces  and  regiona  straw, 
is  estimated  at  78,381,842  tons  and  averaged  0*37  tons  per  acra 

A  total  or  partial  failure  of  the  grain  crops  during  the  past 
year,  resulting  in  some  parts  in  famine  and  disease,  occurred  in 
some  of  the  south-western  and  Steppe  provinces  and  Siberian 
regions,  consequent  on  continuous  drought,  and  partly  in  tha 
north  where  during  summer  the  growing  grain  was  exposed  aJso 
(888)  .  B  2  ^ 
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to  drought  and  then  to  a  low  temperature  which  prevented  its 
ripening.  To'  relieve  the  distress  of  the  rural  population  arisin«^ 
from  the  failure  of  the  harvest  in  the  above  parts  of  the  Empire 
the  Government  expended  the  sum  of  532,797/.,  which  was 
supplemented  to  some  extent  from  private  sources,  the  Bed  Cross 
Society  also  coming  to  the  assistance  of  the  suffering  population 
with  organised  medical  and  nursing  detachments.  The  provinces 
which  suffered  either  wholly  or  partially  from  a  failure  of  the  crops 
were  those  of  Kherson,  Bessarabia,  Podolia,  KiefT,  Tomsk,  and 
Tobolsk,  as  also  the  Siberian  regions  of  Akmolinsk,  Semipalatinsk, 
and  the  Trans-BaikaL 
Beetroot  crop.  The  beetroot  crop  in  1900  yielded  6,288,674  tons,  as  compared 
with  7,206,793  tons  in  1899  and  5,639,831  tons  in  1898.  The 
diminished  yield  is  estimated  at  127  per  cent,  as  compared  with 
the  year  immediately  preceding,  and  at  8*9  tons  per  acre.  The 
shortness  of  the  crop  is  attributed  not  to  a  diminution  of  the  area 
of  cultivation,  but  entirely  to  atmospheric  causes.  While  there 
was  a  diminution  in  the  yield,  the  quality  of  the  crop  was  better 
than  last  year,  more  saccharine  matter  having  been  obtained  from 
this  root,  product 
Oonditdon  of  Forty  years  have  now  passed  since  the  emancipation  of 
peaaantry.  the  peasantry  from  serfdom.  Although  much  was  done  during 
this  period  by  the  Government  to  improve  and  consolidate  the 
material  well-being  of  the  agricultural  classes  their  condition  in 
most  parts  of  the  Empire  causes  serious  apprehension.  Among 
the  measures  adopted  in  favour  of  the  peasantry  was  the  abolition 
of  the  poll-tax,  diminution,  partial  remission  and  postponement  of 
the  annual  redemption  payments,  establishment  of  the  Peasants' 
B&nk,  encouragement  of  emigration  to  distant  confines,  &c. 

The  advantages  conferred  by  a  diminution  of  direct  exactions 
were,  however,  neutralised  to  a  very  great  extent  by  an  increase  in 
the  shape  of  excise  and  customs  duties,  of  indirect  taxes  on  articles 
of  primary  necessity  for  the  peasant,  the  customs  duties  having 
been  gradually  raised  for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturing  classes. 
Tlie  main  causes  of  the  growing  impoverishment  of  the  peasantry 
of  European  Bussia  are  to  be  sought  in  the  heavy  burden  of 
taxation  which  in  the  foim  of  redemption  and  other  dues  still  fall 
on  the  peasants'  allotments  of  land  which  do  not  yield  sufficient 
to  meet  the  charges  levied  on  them ;  in  the  insufficiency  of  area  of 
these  allotments ;  in,  as  some  think,  the  communal  system  of  land 
tenure  and  joint  responsibility  of  the  members  of  a  commune  for 
due  payment  of  direct  taxes ;  in  the  frequent  failure  of  harvests, 
with  recurrence  of  famines,  consequent  on  the  gradual  exhaustion 
of  the  soil  and  diminution  of  cattle ;  and  last,  though  not  least,  the 
unenlightened  condition  of  the  rural  population  of  Bussia  proper 
which  prevents  them  from  utilising  their  land  in  a  manner  more 
profitable  and  less  exhaustive  than  at  present  pursued.  Although, 
as  ali^eady  stated,  arrears  of  the  redemption  tax,  and  to  lar>;e 
amounts,  have  from  time  to  time  been  remitted,  these  arrears 
continued  to  grow  during  the  last  decade  and  the  growth  shows 
no -signs  of  abatement. 
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Since  1861,  the  year  of  the  emancipation,  the  Government 
has  expended  oa  89,823  :  village  communes  the  sum  of 
95;i92,693;.  for  the  r^einption  of  land  from  proprietors,  and 
89^519,933  acres.  wer6  so  acquired  by  the  above  communes. 
According  to  recent  returns  the  arrears  of  redemption  tax  through- 
out the  iSnpire  amounted  to  no  less  than  11,177,500/. 


Annex  I. — Statsment  of  Value  of  Russian  European  Exports  and 
Imports  in  1896-1900,  under  Main  Groups. 


TMun. 

Pood 
Stoft. 

BawMid 

Half- 

Manu'actiired 

Hatoriali. 

Atili^a^f, 

Muiafactured         -..^^ 
Artlolt**.              ^®'"- 

EXVOIM. 

1896 

1897  ... 

1898 

1899 

1900 

iKrosn. 

1896 

1897 

189b ... 

|H»9  ... 

1900 

'  £ 

40.686,925 
43,948,ri9 
46,049,918 
88,690,600 
40,504,650 

7,416,781 
6:806.162 
7,418,87A 
7,808,106 
8,476,637 

£ 

27,896,288 
27,050,612 
25,828.512 
26.554,000 
28,682,000 

80.984.837 
82,098,019 
«8.02I.,200 
82,861,518 

£ 

1,609,060 
1,816,025 
1,790,206 
1,838,848 
1,901,000 

242,087 
172,126 
160,544 
191,462 

^  120,700 

£ 

1.871,282 
2,021,512 
2,151,881 
1,844,500 
2,071,000 

17,162,850 
16,068,293 
20,037,368 
23,147.200 
ltf.888,855 

.  £      ■ 

70,912,52& 

t5,320|517 
63:922,448 
73,158,650 

57,408,368 
54,031,417 
59,714,806 
63,162,968 
60,827.700 

Annex  II. — Statement  of  Value  of  the  Export  and  Import  Trade 
of  Russia  in  1900,  as  compared  with  thfttJ)f  1899. 


Exports. 

Imports, 

Total  Valne  of  Exports 
and  Imports. 

' 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

AtSuropeltfi  ports 
and  acrdM  land 
frontier.  Includ- 
ing trade  ^of 
Oaueasof  with 
Finland  i 

Gold  and  ailTer  In 
balUon  and  hn 
goto 

Total 
AriatleBnflrift— 

Along  frontier  with 
China,      aeraei 
TnST-Cairfan, 
Tarkertaa  «ron- 
tiers  and  month 
of  Yeniasel       ... 

OoldandiUTerln 
bollion  fnd  In- 
gou       i.       ... 

£ 

78,168,666 

4St456 
73,202,106 

2,957,980 
1>83^431 

£ 

63,922,443 

5.152,379 
69,074,822 

8,«>1,644 
846,096 

£ 

60,827.700 
2,70i,831 

5,770,844 
917,256 

■£ 

I 
68,966.625 

8,141,725 
7J,f07,850 

7,176,277 
6M»2S4 

£ 

133^986,850 

2,745,287^ 
136,731,637 

8,728,274 
2.860,667 

£ 

127,068,068 

.J 
lj;,294.iy4 

140,188,1^ 

'   •! 
l«.T77,9(l.l 
.     840,8*) 

Total 

4,891.361 

•8,847,740 

6,687,600 

7,770.531 

11,678,961 

16,618^ 

Qmnd  total 

78,098.467 

77,922.662 

70,217,131 

79,077,881 

148,310,508 

187,000,4a 
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Annex  IIL — 

Statement  of  Breadstuffs   Exported  from  Bussia 
in  1900,  as  compared  with  1896-^99. 

Qnanttty. 

ArddM. 

ATeraice, 
1891-96. 

1896. 

1897. 

1888. 

1809. 

1900. 

Wheat      

S?ia.   z    ::: 

Oato          

Buckwheat 
.  XUlet       .^       ... 

HaiM        

Peat          

Beans  and  lentilt... 
Groati,  bock  wheat 

and  other 
Oroati,  millet 
Bice,    whole  and 

enuhcd ... 
Floor,  wheaten    ... 

"   ,  aJl      other 

Bran  of  all  kinda... 

Other  gnin  pro- 

ducta     

Cwta. 
64,989,486 
18,860,714 
29^718698 
18,244,018 

469,200 

886,149 
9,616,066 
2,067,860 

769,049 

248,000 
46,800 

8,086 
1,011,986 
1,278,748 

28,864 
4,821,166 

82,621 

CwU. 
70,662,286 
26,474,821 

?^^^ 

880,428 

484,071 

4,167,867 

8,000.648 

897,108 

206.716 
86.648 

9  648 
1,149>60 
1,290,686 

18,821 
7,216,714 

10,607 

Cwta. 

68,648,821 

28.648,964 

28,789,280 

14,019,428 

828.867 

449,678 

6,796,686 

8,218,464 

1,272,218 

247,178 
47,892 

28,148 
1,171,286 
1,649,928 

87,928 
7.007.464 

82,786 

Cwtt. 
67,047,464 
21,668,718 
84,108,714 

8,100,648 

272,260 

164,896 

14,886.821 

2,047,600 

1,226,607 

81*964 
82,786 

9,648 
1,608^786 
1,801,464 

16,071 
6,106,260 

6,786 

Cwtt. 

84,867,822 

19,407,686 

28,948,214 

9,147,867 

664.072 

271,020 

0,106,107 

1.921,170 

1,464,420 

194,148 
86,821 

8,214 
1,082,107 
1,868,867 

18,178 
7,292.672 

12,867 

Cwtt. 

87,6^8,260 

29,968,808 

17,212,600 

26,724,898 

602,718 

817,898 

6,124,600 

1,476,678 

1,074,867 

411,464 
49,964 

648 

1,169,678 
8,181,679 

27,000 
9,862,898 

40,821 

Total 

141,617.898 

166,961,606 

167,181,828 

147,468,860 

110,792,808 

184,618,819 

Annex  IV. — Statement  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into  Russia 
from  all  Countries  in  general,  and  from  the  United  Kingdom 
in  particular  in  1900,  as  compared  with  1899. 


Articlea. 


Tea,  an  kinda        

"  BeniDgs  and  other  idi,  lalted, 

dried,  ^0.  

Cotton,  r»w 

^•»      yani         

Wine,  apirlta,  beer,  Ac 

CoffM         

8|doef         .M       ...       ... 

Bice 

Wool,  raw 

Woollen  7am       

Jute,  raw    ... 

I>7e  ituA  and  palntt     

Bricka,  fireproof,  tllea,  pipea,  *e. 

Coal  and  coke 

,^]d,    ailTer,     and   plattnnin, 

worked 

Caat-iron,  raw  and  manganeae ... 

,     n        worked 

JzoD,  aaaorted  and  in  platea     ... 
.jgra  and  ateel,  worked  ...       ^ 

Baw  and  aaaorted        

Baila       

Platea      

Tin,  in  bara  and  roda 

Copper,  in  bara  and  roda 

l«ad,  in  piga,  sheets  Tona,.4c. 

Zinc,  in  ban  and  aheett 

Pane  of  machinerr        

UMilnery,  aU   kinda,    eieeept 

agriooltural  

Affricultorai  maohinerj 

Wire,  of  iron,  copper,  Ac. 

••     worked       ...       

Veaaela,     Iron,    ice  -  breakera, 

dredgen,  Am.    ...       .„ 
Chemical  productt  and  materials 
Flax  and  hemp  manatacrarea 
Woollen  manufaeturea  ... 
Cvtixm  „ 


Fram  all  Coontriea. 

From  United  Klngdonn. 

1900. 

1809. 

1900, 

1899. 

TOOM 

62,216 

46,786 

4.646 

4,017 

II             ••• 

188,967 

162,976 

29,768 

27,482 

II             ••• 

166,871 

161,908 

26,697 

6,688 

II               ••• 

2,268 

4.646 

986 

1,206 

Valoe      £ 

^•^•£2 

1,487,781 

68,448 

60,676 

Tone 

8,226 

8,841 

1,118 

1,480 

II          ••• 

8,668 

8,878 

1,081 

1,626 

II          ••• 

82629 

86,806 

4,984 

1.126 

II          •— 

8,290 

9.676 

1,486 

1«912 

II          ••• 

2,698 

8,681 

1,681 

L^&6 

M                   ••• 

28,209 

20,667 

8,161 

&9tt 

»>                   ••• 

48,677 

61.010 

8^768 

1978 

»»                   ••• 

.3?^ 

10,919 

41,794 

87,267 

11                   ••• 

4,420,111 

4,886,826 

2,727^18 

2,9«>7l 

Valna      £ 

261,706 

298.244 

687 

1,487 

Tona 

*2'fi5 

184,148 

21,742 

76,291 

ft          ••• 

8,129 

16,880 

1,828 

8,712 

»»          ••• 

98,806 

266,826 

80,828 

66,719 

•1          ••• 

21,600 

28,671 

4,806 

8,182 

»• 

*i»!" 

80,608 

1 

t»          ••• 

8,049 

8,146 

>    >  (lOSl 

17,260 

II          ••• 

20,986 

7,696 

J 

II          ••• 

4,629 

8,744 

.t,m 

3,744 

•1          ••• 

12,007 

11.774 

2,908 

n             •- 

80^866 

29,8A7 

10,822 

16,179 

»»             ••• 

9,677 

lO.tfOO 

161 

81 

YahM      £ 

1,269,470 

1,700,687 

148,760 

268,198 

11 

^2!•2i 

8,864,831 

2,087,887 

2,78I.K41 

—"          ••• 

*»*HS 

1,080,781 

168,660 

&9.5(0 

Ttona 

^!^ 

6,866 

871 

1,761 

II          ••• 

8,242 

6,214 

661 

614 

WlMMUW      ... 

88 

120 

18 

69 

Tona 

97,226 

101,668 

17,677 

16,928 

Valaa     £ 

201,768 

196,668 

44,887 

40.800 

••          -^ 

606,018 

642,498 

124,682 

163,200 

t»                     Ma 

647,487 

867106 

4^687 

6I,1C6 
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Annex  V.— Statement  of  Principal  Articles  (other  than  Bi-eafl- 
stuffs)  Exported  from  European  Russia  in  1900,  as  compai-ed 
with  1890. 


Articles. 


Timber  goods  .. 
Linseed  •  • 
Hemp-seed        •  • 
Grass-seeds 
Bape-seed 

Sunflower  and  poppj 
Other  seeds 
Oilcake  ..         •• 
Flax 

„     tow  and  codilla 
Hemp    . •         • . 
,,     tow        • . 
Coxdage..         •• 
Hides,  raw 
Furs  and  skins  •  • 
Bones  and  bbnemeal 
Bristles  .. 
Tallow,  all  kinds 
Wool     .. 
Mineral  oils      •» 
Naphtha,  raw  .. 

„         residuum 
Lubrioating  mineral  oils 
Tar  and  pitch  •  • 
ICanganese  ore*. 
Poultrj  and  game 
Bggs      .. 
Butter    .. 
Sugar,  refined,  sand 
„  „        lump 

Spirits    ••         •• 
Oigamttee 
FMthers 
Cotton  goods    •• 
Flax  and  hemp  goods 
Woollen  goods . . 


seeds 


Value.. 

Tons  .. 

>f    •• 


Value. . 
Number 
Tons.. 


Gallons 
Number 
Tons  •• 
Value*. 


Quantity.' 


1000. 


6,203,800 

278,209 

10,600 

25,000 

68,887 

10,048 

1,081 

859,468 

170,600 

31,726 

39,064 

10.646 

1,161 

13,108 

7,236 

25,968 

2,145 

951 

18,700 

1,148,461 

8,129 

70,000 

172,968 

27,645 

849,868 

91.970 

1,780,000,000 

19,880 

151,698 

951 

1,184,000 

188,800,000 

1,882 

221,106 

69,700 

123,675 


1899. 


5,694,468 
216,884 
21,841 
22,982 
78,816 
19,832 
l.fl 


224^791 

36,193 

39,226 

9,648 

1,468 

11,700 

7,621 

33,123 

2,427 

1,285 

16,816 

1,121,416 

1,882 

58,870 

164,507 

26,502 

407,186 

83,926 

1,686,000,000 

10,125 

86,689 

1,382 

1,269,000 

108,200,000 

1,758 

144,925 

87,656 

168,828 


(888) 


B  4 
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Annex  VII. — Statkbibnt  showing  the  Value  of  Imports  into 
European  Russia  from  Variotts  Countries  during  the  Years 
1900-1897. 


From — 

Value. 

1900. 

1899.       1        1898. 

1897. 

Germany 
United  Kingdom 
Austria-Hungary 

France 

Belgium 

Italy 

Switzerland 

Turkey 

Holland 

Sweden. . 

Norway. 

Denmark 

Koumania 

United  States  of  America 

China 

India 

Other     countries    and 

States 

Finland 

G  old  and  silyer  in  ingots, 

bars,  and  sheets 

£ 

22,887,960 

18,618.700 

2,809,662 

3,317,976 

998,218 

966,462 

667,161 

769,995 

936,168 

611,539 

613,270 

681.443 

168,618 

4,684,098 

1,270,537 

1,729,537 

486,806 

1,926,046 
2,128,081 

2,894,981 

£ 

24,528,132 

13,748,766  • 

3,278,138 

3,006;025 

1,910,056 

978,881 

748,860 

700,400 

1,218,687 

640,050 

596,881 

826,181 

218,875 

4,648,881 

1,881,088 

1,436,969 

669,987 

1,291,681 
1,959,260 

6,221,862 

£ 

21,480.668 

12,121,212 

2,641,712 

2,879,587 

2,608,860 

1,080,456 

620,819 

676,175 

1,088,806 

487,760 

673,112 

657,706 

199,006 

5,818,025 

2,406,076 

1,489,943 

485,081 

1,270,112 
2,080,766 

8,977,531 

£ 

19409,593 

10,839,200 

2,050,412 

2,0^2,144 

1,121,8^3 

503,731 

5^3,406 

^22,944 

432,^63 

571,3*36 

200,176 

143,660 

5,108,500 

2,ri50,(]69 

1,469,2^5 

518,500 

1,154,319 
1,849,706 

158^960 

Annex  VII I. — Statement  showing  the  Value  of  Exports  from 
European  Russia  to  Various  Countries  during  the  Years 
1900-1897. 


To— 


Value. 


.  1900. 


Germany 

United  Kingdom 

HoUand.. 

France  .. 

Austria-Himgary 

Italy      .. 

Beleium 

Turkey.. 

Denmark 

Egypt    . . 

Bouroania 

Sweden  .  •         .  • 

Norway.  • 

India     .  •         •  • 

United  States  of  America 

China 

Other    countries     and 

States 

Finland 

Gk>ld  and  silrer  in  ingots, 

ban,  and  sheets 


£ 

19,923.468 

15.46^,987 

7,851,650 

6,108,425 

2,808,826 

8,906,325 

2,445.527 

1,947,962 

1,943,312 

976,968 

661,637 

1,841,277 

680,748 

401,806 

866,220 

121,156 

2,402,787 
4,861,662 


1899. 


£ 

17,378,676 

18,728,462 

6,187,230 

0,863,164 

2,746,848 

2,949,427 

2,602,400 

1,813,148 

1,311,281 

690.587 

699,975 

987,608 

626,806 

848,718 

462,058 

148,968 

2,878,960 
8,618,491 

7,012 


1898. 


£ 

19,065,075 

14.865,012 

7,677,806 

7,28S,112 

4,506,700 

6,802,100 

3,058,725 

1,493,150 

1.047,806 

714.748 

1,846,718 

888.676 

474,987 

197,200 

820,287 

67,826 

2,976,961 
3,584^800 

818 


1897. 


£ 

18,621,056 

16,0)8976 

9.271,056 

6,288,112 

4,163.418 

8,848.798 

3,476,660 

1,847,887 

991,737 

617,960 

1,160,887 

930,400 

654.712 

203,670 

287,618 

107,100 

8,196,743 
3,238,400 

168,060 
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Annex  IX. — Statement  showing  Principal  Articles  Exported  from 
St.  Petersbiirg-Cronstadt  to  all  Countries  in  general,  and  to 
United  Kin^om  in  particular  in  1900,  as  compared  with 
1899. 


Articles. 

To  all  Countries. 

To  United  Kingdom. 

Cwta.     .. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

1890. 

Wheat 

865,401 

450,964 

369,861 

183,007 

Bje 

»»•       •  • 

5,218,166 

2,880,600 

1,161 

. , 

Oats 

»i        •  • 

9,287,259 

2,888,071 

4,219,999 

1,544,260 

Buckwheat  groats  . . 

>»        •• 

420,211 

.. 

2,893 

•  • 

Peas 

i»        •• 

95,686 

49,603 

43,399 

80,915 

Batter 

Tons 

3,130 

1,541 

2,240 

924 

Linseed       •«         .. 

Cases     .. 

146,866 

167,568 

61,807 

75,637 

Cwts.     .. 

638,647 

255,857 

407,401 

229,718 

Oilcake 

Tons 

52,284 

43,432 

18,578 

22,829 

FJttx 

»>        •• 

7,196 

15,799 

3,166 

4,188 

„    tow  and  codilla 

If        •• 

5,283 

6,881 

2,038 

2,949 

Hemp          •  •         •  • 

»i        • " 

L82 

226 

182 

124 

Cordage 

»i        •• 

1«7 

342 

84 

176 

BrisUes       .. 

If        •  • 

354 

438 

199 

829 

Wool 

n           •  • 

1,869 

2,495 

1,859 

2,406 

Horse,  goats,  cattle 

and  camel-hair  •  • 

»i           •  • 

1,882 

1,398 

1,866 

768 

Ooat  and  calf  skins 

»»           •  • 

1,273 

2,262 

742 

1,155 

Sheet-iron  .. 

ft           •  • 

107 

279 

107 

277 

Mineral  oil..         •• 

f  1           •  • 

16,699 

15,863 

455 

809 

Deals 

Standard 

dozen.. 

1,823,564* 

1,866,820 

687,149 

764,427 

Lathwood   ••         •• 

Pieces   .. 

196,213 

806,166 

196,218 

206,166 

Props 

Bickers        .•         •. 

>»        •• 

687,858 

661,203 

556,241 

647,802 

99               •• 

569,544 

828,643 

498,048 

816,186 

Boundwood        .   • . 

l»                •  • 

637,608 

80,855 

106,715 

80,866 

Firewood    .  • 

Cubic 

- 

fathoms 

3.918 

4,725 

8,918 

4,725 

Fulpwood  ,. 

Pieces    .. 

218,680 

152,242 

166,278 

152,242 

Crushed  bones  and 

bone  meal 

Tons      .. 

9,176 

12,080 

•  • 

1,961 

Pitch 

»»        •• 

1,119 

1,222 

969 

701 

Mats 

Pieces    .. 

180,867 

108,210 

76,605 

67,890 

•  Of  wiiich— 

Standard  Dozen. 

United  Kingdom 687,149 

HoUand 807,087 

Qermanf 246,560 

France         ..         66,519 

Other  countries 17,249 
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Annex  X. — Stat^mbnt  of  Prindpal  Articles  Impoited  at 
St.  Petersburg>Cronstadt  from  all  Countries  in  1900,  as 
<fompared  with  1899. 


AriiolM. 

Tons.. 
>i    •  •         •  • 
»i    •  •         •  • 
„    ••         •• 

lvalue         £ 

Barrels 
Tons  .• 
,t    • .         • . 

»»    •  •         •  • 
„    •  •         •  • 

n     ••          •• 
»     •* 

Quantity. 

1900. 

1899. 

Cotton,  raw 

Wool,  raw        

Coffee    ..         

Tea        

Wine,    spirite,    beer,    &c.,  in 

barrels          

Wine,    spirits,    beer,    &c.,  in 

bottles 

Herrings           

Coals  and  coke 

Cast-iron,  raw  ..         ..         •• 
Wrought-iron,  assorted  in  bars, 

plates,  Ae 

Steel,  assorted,  rails,  plates,  fto. 

Machinei7 « 

»         parts  of      ••        •• 

82,548 

516 

2,726 

936 

760,986 

50,466* 
1,767.216 
9,080 

11,016 
4,049 

1S,908 
2,129 

81,985 

926 

2^6 

774 

797^12 

96^12 

2,048,449 

42^42 

82^22 

12,822 

21,081 

3,806 

•  Of  which— 


Scotch  .. 
Tarmouth 
Norwegian 


Barrels. 

25,U64 

4,687 

20,725 
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Annex  XII. — Statement  of  Tonnage-  of  British  Vessels  that 
visited  all  Bossian  White  Sea,  Baltic  and  Black  Sea,  and 
Azoflf  Ports  in  1899,  as  compared  with  1898. 


Yean. 

White  Sea 
Porto. 

- 
Baltic  Porto. 

BlMkand 

Aioff 
Sea  Ports. 

Total. 

1900 

1899 

1898 

Ay«rage,189»-97.. 

Seg.  tons. 

139.849 
125,899 

142,696 

Keg.  tons. 

1,239,869 
1,239,364 

1,368,287 

Beg.  tons. 

2,264,630 
2,664,048 

3.331,168 

Beg.  tons, 

3,648,738 
3,919,806 

4,832,146 

*  No  returns  jet  published. 

Statement  of  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of  all  Nations  in  general,  and 
that  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  particular,  that  visited  all 
Bussian  Ports  in  the  White,  Baltic,  Black,  and  Azoff  Seas  in 
1899,  as  compared  with  1898.  ^ 


Tear. 

AU  Buf  sian  . 

PorU  in  White, 

Baltic,  Black, 

and  Azoff.. 

Seas. 

Of  which 
British. 

Percentage 
of  British 
Tonnage. 

1900          ..  '     .. 

1899          

1898          

ATera^e,  1893-97    .. 

Beg^  tons. 
8,649,266 
8,680,124 
8,748,061 

8,798,081 

Beg.  tons. 

8,648,788 
8,919,306 

4,832,146 

41*9 

44*8 

64  9 

*  No  returns  jet  published. 


St.  Peteiisburg-Cbonstadt. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Fishwick  reports  as  follows : — 

Bbtubn  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Ports  of  Cronstadt  and  St. 
Petersburg  during  the  Navigation  of  1900,  which  opened  on 
April  25^ay  8,  and  clos^  on  November  14/27,  lastini; 
204  days. 

Arioved. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Registered 
Tons. 

Crews. 

Steam 

Sailing          

488 
2 

641,110 
467 

9,826 
14 

Total 

486 

641,667 

9,840 
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Of  which  total  number- 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Description. 

Semarks. 

Porto. 

285 

12 

1 
2 

202* 
2 
S 

27 

1 

sieam 
Steam 
Steam 
Steam 

Steam        1 
Sailing       J 
Steam 
Steam 
Yaoht       .. 

Bntoned  to  discharge  full  cargoes  ' 
„        in  ballast  te  load 
„        te  discharge  part  cargo*. 

Cronstadt  and  rest  in  St.  Peters- 

tn»g        , 

Entered  te  discharge  full  cargoes 

„               ,.            part  cargoes 

in  ballast  to  load 
„        withtouristi 

1 

•At  Cronstadt. 
»AtSlr.  Petrrsburg. 

485 

Sailed. 


49team.. 
Sailing 


Total 


Number  of    ,     Kemstered 
Vessels.       |         Tons. 

Crews. 

483                   641,110 
2                          467 

9,826 
14 

486                   641.667 

9,810 

Of  which  total  number — 


Number 
..    of 
Vessels. 

Description. 

Semarks. 

Porto. 

160 

1 

66 

8 

28 

47 
1 
8 
8 

181 
1 
1 

1 

Steam 
Steam 

Steam 

Steam 

Steam        \ 
SaUing       / 
Steam 
Steam     '  .. 

Steam        \ 
Sailing       / 
Steam 

Yacht 

Sailed  in  ballast 

„     with  import  cargo  •  • 
„     with  full  cargoes     .. 
„     with  part   cargo    to  com- 
plete abroad        

Sailed  after  loading  part  caigo  in 
St.  Petersburg  and  completing 
in  Cronstadt       •  • 

SaUed  in  baUast 

„      with  part  import  cargo 
„     with  part   cargo    to    com- 
plete abroad       

Sailed  with  full  cargoes     •  • 

„     after  loading  part  cargo  at 
Cronstadt  and    completing    in 

St.  Petersburg 

Sailed  with  touriste           •  •         • . 

>From  Cronstadt 

Fr6m 

St.  Petersburg. 

486 
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'                Entered. 

1 

Cle»red. 

At— 

1  Number  of 
YesMb. 

Bejristered 

Nnmber  of 
Yenels. 

Baidrtered 
Tons. 

Cronctadt 

St.  Petenbarg*. 

248 
•  •          287 

800,062 
241,605 

242 
248 

287.597 
258,970 

Totel     .. 

486 

641,667 

485 

541,667 

These  totals  as  compared  with  last  year's  figures  show  a  decrease 
of  97  vessels  and  105,323  tons  in  British  shipping  which  must  be 
attributed  to  very  high  prices  and  freights  on  coals  which  prevented 
the  importei-s  from  buying  British  coals  in  the  usual  quantity  and 
also  partly  to  the  South  ^rican  War. 

!nie  authorities  here  have  commenced  to  do  something  towards 
ameliorating  the  harbour  accommodation  for  the  shipping,  and 
work  on  a  new  harbour  is  in  progress  for  coal  and  d^  l^hters 
which,  when  ready,  will  give  sufficient  room  for  steamers  and 
sailing  vessels  in  the  mercantile  harbour,  thus  avoiding  the 
necessity  for  steamers  having  to  wait  their  turn  in  the  roads ;  but 
some  time  yet  must  elapse  before  the  new  harbour  is  ready  for  use. 

The  import  of  coals,  coke,  patent  fuel,  and  pig-iron  stands  this 
season  as  follows : — 


Coals       •• 
Ooke 

Patent  fuel 
Pig-iron  .. 


Quantity. 

Deomase  as 

compared  with 

1899. 

Tons. 

1.689,089 

12S,126 

81,847 

9,080 

Tons. 

276,004 

6,240 

2,402 

88,062 

The  cool  freight  kept  very  high  during  the  whole  season,  the 
rate  was  bs,  9d.  per  ton  gradually  rising  to  8s.  per  ton  from  the 
Tyne,  and  from  98.  to  10«.  per  ton  from  Cardiff. 

Two  coal  cargoes  were  brought  from  America,  in  all  7,948 
tons,  freight  Vis.  and  208.  per  ton«  This  was  the  first  shipment 
of  coals  ever  brought  from  America  to  Cronstadt. 

The  total  quantity  of  grain  exported  this  season,  say  wheat, 
oats,  linseed,  &c.,  was  7,282,728  tchetverts  an  increase  of  5,010,323 
tchetverts  as  compared  with  the  year  1899.  Freights  varied  from 
Is.  l^d.  to  2s.  per  quarter  for  wheat,  other  grain  in  proportion. 

The  total  quantity  of  deals  and  wood  exported  amounted  to 
1,323,564  standard  dozen,  a  decrease  of  42,756  standard  dozen 
compared  with  1899.  Freight  varied  from  20^.  to  52«.  6d.  per 
standard  hundred,  the  best  ^ight  for  at  least  10  years. 
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BtTURN  of  British  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  the  Ports  of  Cronstadt 
and  St.  Petersburg  during  the  Navigation  of  1900. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

NationaUtj. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Ton». 

of 

Tons. 

. 

YeMelfl. 

YeMels. 

Yenels. 

Briiish    .. 

488 

541,110 

2 

457 

485 

541,567 

G^erman  .. 

887 

243,607 

7 

1,698 

844 

246.300 

Norwegian 
Swediih  .. 

155 

120,640 

28 

12,674 

188 

133,314 

260 

129,583 

26 

•  6,646 

276 

136,128 

Danish 

258 

268,793 

98 

18.112 

851 

276,905 

Bivaian  .« 

63 

81,986 

47 

9,668 

110 

91^64 

Dutch     . . 

43 

38.935 

16 

12,487 

59 

51,422 

French    . . 

8 

10,581 

1 

152 

9 

10.783 

Belgian   .. 

4 

2.9P5 

. 

4 

2,996 

Spanish  .. 

27 

89.279 

, , 

, , 

27 

89,279 

8 

4,841 

1 

1,111 

4 

5,952 

Austro-Hunffarian 
American,  CJ.9.  .. 

3 

If  ,501 

1 

801 

4 

3,302 

2 

607 

•• 

' 

607 

Total       .. 

1,631 

1,480,458 

227 

58,700 

1.858 

l,589,15»i 

N(»TB.— The  total  number  of  aniTaU  was  1,868  ressels,  and  sailings  1^2  ressels. 

These  figures,  as  compared  with  last  year's,  show  a  decrease  of 
22:^hips  and  64,201  tons  in  the  total  amount 

The  1,858  arrivals  were  divided  between  the  ports  of  St. 
Petersburg  and  Cronstadt  as  follows : — 


1                                Number  of  Yessels. 

1 

Entered  Cronstadt 

Proceeded  to  St.  Petersburg. 

With  Cargo. 

In  Ballast 

With  Cargo. 

In  Ballast. 

Steam    ..       .  .. 
Sailing  ••         •• 

...        671 
28 

61 
3 

702 
171 

197 
25 

1        699 

64          1        673 

222 

Total     .. 

1,868 
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Numbor  of  Yessels. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Wintered  in  St.  Petersburg,  1899-1900. . 
Bntered  as  coasters  (Russian),  sailed  for  foreign 

ports 

Anived  during  1900        

2 

6 
1,681 

18 

28 
227 

Total 

1,689 

278 

Say  1,912  in  all;  of  these,  7  dredgers  and  river  steamers 
remained  here;  35  Bussian  ships  -entered  as  foreign-going  and 
sailed  as  coasters ;  4  steamers  and  14  sailing  vessels  remain  to 
winter,  17  in  St.  Petersburg  and  1  in  Cronstadt ;  1,605  steamers 
and  247  sailing  vessels  sailed  for  the  following  countries : — 


Destination. 


Number  of  Vessels. 


V^ith  Cargo. 


In  Ballast. 


Total. 


United  Kingdom 

Sweden  . .         

Norwa J . . 

Denmark  . .         •  •         . .  | 

Germany 

Holland 

Belfrium. .         ..         •• 

France  ••         ..         •• 

South  and  North  America     . . 

Bussian  ports  of  the  Baltic, 
White  and  Black  Seas,  and 
Pacific  

Total 


897 

146 

18 

181 

276 

175 

86 

67 


86 


6 
164 

"l 
16 


408 


408 

299 

18 

182 

290 

177 

86 

67 

1 


489 


1,270 


682 


1,862 


The   1,852   sailings  were  divided   between  the  Ports  of  St. 
Petersburg  and  Cronstadt  as  follows : — 


Number  of  Yessels. 


Sailed  from  St.  Petersburg — 

With  cargo    .. 

Inballast 
Sailed  from  Cronstadt — 

With  cargo    .  • 

Inballast 

Totid   •• 
(888) 
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Moscow. 

Mr.  Consul  H.  M.  Grove  reports  as  follows : — 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  the  worst  experienced  for  a  very  (General, 
long  time. 

Everywhere  business  is  slack,  mills  are  turning  out  as  little 
as  they  can,  there  being  no  demand  for  their  goods,  and  no 
money. 

Nearly  all  the  machinery  for  the  flax  and  cotton  mills  still  Mill 
comes  from  the  United  Kingdom,  but  the  orders  this  year  have  ni»ohmery. 
been  only  about  one-tenth  of  what  they  usually  are. 

Germany  and  the  United  States  are  now  competing  keenly, 
but  so  far  British  machinery  is  holding  its  own  well. 

German  machines  are  offered  somewhat  cheaper  than  Britisli, 
and  are  made  to  look  as  attractive  as  possible— more  so  than  British 
— still  the  latter  are  in  request,  even  though  slightly  more  expensive. 
This  is  owing  partly  to  the  fact  that  the  United  Kingdom  was  the 
first  in  the  field,  and  originally  supplied  all  the  machinery,  to 
which  Eussians  have  got  accustomed,  and  in  which  they  have 
faith;  partly  that  they  were  largely  originally  taught  by  British 
eiigineera,  partly  to  the  good  local  representatives  of  British 
firms,  who  thoroughly  understand  the  wants  and  conditions  of  the 
local  market  and  of  Eussian  trade,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  the 
heads  of  great  British  firms — which  have  been,  many  of  them  for 
generations,  supplying  the  Moscow  market  with  machinery — 
themselves  come  out  annually  and  look  round  the  various  mills 
to  see  how  things  are  going  on  and  what  is  wanted,  which  creates 
a  most  excellent  impression. 

As  regards  the  dyeing  and.  finishing  machinery,  Germany  has 
a  larger  share  than  in  the  other  bmnches,  all  her  machinery  being 
good  and  up-to-date.     Switzerland  also  is  trying  to  come  in  a  [ 

little. 

Eussian  mills  are  well  up-to-date  in  machinery  and  excellently 
appointed,  so  there  is  only  an  opening  for  really  first-class 
machinery. 

Moscow  is  not  so  much  an  agricultural  centre  ;  however  some  AgricuUima 
of  the  great  British  makers  of  agricultural  machinery  are  well  Diftol^«7- 
represented. 

So  far,  the  peasant  has  only  been  able  to  indulge  in  the  most 
primeval  instruments,  in  most  of  which  iron  plays  a  very  small 
part ;  and  the  main  purchasers  of  modem  agricultural  machinery 
have  hitherto  been  the  big  landed  proprietors  and  the  Govern- 
ment. However,  now  the  peasants  hav^  seen  the  idvantj^es  of 
combination,  and  the  movement  is  getting  stronger  and  stronger. 

The  Zemstvos  (local  county  councils)  are  encournging 
this  movement,  and  are  now  endeavouring  to  establish  dep6ts  at 
various  agricultural  centres,  from  which  the  peasants,  peasant 
associations  and  landowners  will  be  able  to  obtain  up-to-date 
agricultural  machinery  on  easy  terms.  This  me.chinery  will  only 
be  of  the  simpler  sorts,  as  complicated  machinery  is  not  of  much 
(888)  c  2 
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Bicycles. 


KMhine 
toola. 


Tjpewriten. 
Oameras. 

Linen  goods. 
Cloths. 

Ounae. 


Fountain 
pens. 

Bemarks  and 
euggestions. 


use,  owing  to  the  diflBculty  iu  finding  skilled  artificers  to  put  it  in 
order  if  anything  goes  wrong. 

The  idea  of  the  Zemstvos  is  to  get  into  touch  with  the  manu- 
facturers themselves,  thereby  doing  nway  with  the  extra  charges 
entailed  by  doing  business  through  a  middle  man. 

What  are  needed  are  the  lighter,  cheaper,  and  simpler  sorts  of 
machinery,  suited  to  the  peculiar  requirements  and  conservative 
habits  of  the  Russian  peasant,  with  due  regard  to  his  light  pony 
and  the  soil. 

A  light  and  shallow  plough,  which  would  be  strong  and  cheap, 
ouglit  to  sell. 

British  bicycles  are  in  great  favour,  though  dearer  than  Grerman 
or  American.  German  machines  are  looked  on  doubtfully,  as 
being  too  light,  and  Americans  are  but  new-  comers,  and  have  not 
yet  won  themselves  much  of  a  market.  The  machines,  however, 
which  at  prejent  seem  to  be  selling  most  of  all,  are  the  so- 
called  Russian  machines,  i.e.  British  parts  put  together  locally. 

Coming  into  the  country  thus  in  parts,  they  get  through  the 
customs  much  cheaper,  and  hence  can  be  profitably  sold  con- 
siderably cheaper  than  imported  made-up  machines.  The  free 
wheel  is  thoroughly  appreciated. 

The  market  is  in  favour  of  British  machine  tools,  especially 
the  Scotch,  but  some  German  makes  quite  hold  their  own 
in  competition  with  the  British  article.  The  general  run  of 
German  tools,  as  also  the  American  fwhich  are  admirable  in 
construction),  are  regarded  by  the  Russian  workman  as  a  trifle  too 
flimsy.  A  judicious  combination  of  the  British  and  American 
makes,  which  some  British  fiiTus  are  now  sending  over,  seems  to 
be  quite  the  right  article  for  the  Russian  market. 

Typewriters  are  in  use  in  nearly  every  Russian  ofl&ce,  and  in 
most  large  shops. 

Photography  is  being  very  largely  taken  up  in  Russia,  but 
one  sees  more  German  and  American  makes  than  British, 

British  linen  goods  can  only  be  afforded  by  the  wealthy; 
however  a  moderate  sale  takes  place.  British  cloth  goods  are 
universally  admitted  to  be  the  b^t,  but  owing  to  heavy  custom 
duties  are  but  a  luxury  for  the  wealthy.  Tennis  and  other  games 
are  coming  in  slowly,  but  have  not  made  much  headway  yet. 
Most  racquets,  as  in  general  all  sporting  appurtenances,  are  of 
British  make.  There  seems  to  be  hardly  any  demand  for  fountain 
pens,  they  being  looked  on  as  a  luxury.  Big  firms  here  only  get 
rid  of  a  gross  or  less  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

One  of  the  main  reasons  why  so  much  trade  is  now  passing  into 
German  hands  is  the  great  superiority  of  the  Geiman  traveller. 
He  has  a  great  pull  in  having  German  as  his  mother  tongue,  that 
being  a  well-known  business  language  here,  whereas  English  is 
not.  The  generality  of  German  travellers  speak  Russian  more 
or  less  fluently,  and  have  specially  studied  the  Russian  market; 
and  they  are  not  opposed  to  making  alterations  and  concessions  to 
suit  local  taste  and  requirements. 

Again,  the  German  has  his  catalogues  in  German — much  more 
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current  here  than  English — or,  in  Eussian,  quotes  his  prices  in 
roubles,  with  Bussian  weights  and  measures,  and  is  quite^prepared 
(if  it  is  not  already  down  in  his  catalogue)  to  state  prices  of  goods 
delivered  in  Moscow,  whereas  British  catalogues  are  nearly  always 
in  English,  with  English  weights  and  measures,  goods  quoted  in 
/.  8.  d,,  and  the  traveller  genei-ally  can  only  give  f.o.b.  prices  from 
an  English  port. 

The  German  traveller  again  seems  often  to  be  much  better 
equipped  with  both  the  technical  and  commercial  knowledge  of 
his  business,  has  a  personal  acquaintance  with  his  subject,  and  can 
easily  understand  and  note  down  required  modifications.  Also, 
German  houses  are  far  more  elastic  in  giving  credit,  which  goes  a 
very  long  way  in  Russia. 

British  exporters  might  with  advantage  copy  the  American 
methods  of  packing  machiner)',  tools,  &c.,  which  arrive  here  as 
bright  as  if  they  had  just  been  turned  out. 

The  old  idea  of  German  goods  being  "cheap  and  nasty"  is 
quite  exploded  over  here,  and  Germany  is  running  us  very  close 
where  she  has  not  outstripped  us.  Where  Gennany  gains  would 
seem  to  be  in  her  technical  education,  the  judicious  combination 
of  practical  work  with  high  technical  training  being  a  very  strong 
point  in  her  favour. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  insist  on  the  disadvantages  of  sending 
over  representatives  who  speak  no  language  but  English  and  do 
not  even  know  the  Bussian  coinage,  weights  and  measures,  as  also 
on  the  necessity  for  drawing  up  all  agreements  and  orders,  fully 
and  carefully,  in  black  and  white,  each  party  retaining  a  duly 
signed  copy,  mentioning  date  of  delivery.  It  is  also  undoubtedly 
better  to  make  enquiries  as  to  the  local  and  financial  standing  of 
firms  before  concluding  contracts  and  supplying  goods  than  after. 
Information  on  this  point  can  nearly  always  be  obtained  through 
consulates  or  banks. 

Another  point  almost  entirely  overlooked  by  British  manu- 
facturers is  the  great  advantage  of  inserting  advertisements,  in 
Bussian,  in  the  Bussian  papers  and  the  numerous  commercial 
guide  and  address  books.  I  see  plenty  of  such  advertisements 
from  German,  French  and  American  firms,  but  hardly  ever  from  a 
British  firm. 

Bequests  are  constantly  being  received  from  British  firms  for  A.g«nti. 
good  agents ;   reliable  and,  at  the  same  time,  willing  agents  are 
extremely  hard  to  find  locally. 


Archangel. 

Sir    Capel    C.    Wolseley,    British    Vice-Consul,    reports    as 
follows : — 

The  year  1900  being  the  first  of  regular  export  of  Siberian  (3^eneral 
grain  through  Archangel,  the  general  shipping  of  the  port  showed  J*PP°*^^?^ 
a  marked  increase.  The  total  number  of  merchant  ships  of  all  nations    '■*^°*'*^''  • 
(888)  c  3 
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whicli  entered  was  819,  with  a  combined  tonnage  of  247,881  tons, 
as  compared  with  278  vessels  with  a  combined  tonnage  of  199,444 
tons  in  1^99.  Besides  the  above-mentioned  foreign  going  ships, 
255  vessels  connected  with  1oc€l1  passenger  service,  &c.,  and  345 
coasters  entered  the  port. 

British  shipping,  however,  feU  from  107  vessels  with  a  tonnage 
of  88,938  tons  to  94  vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  83,572  tons.  For 
several  years  past  the  proportion  of  British  tonnage  to  that  of  all 
nations  has  been  falling  point  by  point ;  this  year,  owing  to  the 
simultaneous  decrease  in  British  shipping  and  the  increase  in  that 
of  other  nations,  the  proportion  of  British  tonnage  to  that  of  all 
nations  combined  fell  at  once  from  44  to  34  per  cent.  This,  how- 
ever, may  partly  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  many  British- 
owned  ships  are  now  sailing  under  foreign  flags.  The  number  of 
ships  under  all  flags  which  left  Archangel  for  the  United  Kingdom 
was  231,  or  72  per  cent,  of  the  total  shipping. 

Swedish,  Norwegian,  Dutch  and  Danish  shipping  increased 
considerably,  while  German  more  than  doubled  in  number  of 
ships  and  nearly  trebled  in  tonnage  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

The  total  shipping  of  the  White  Sea  ports,  exclusive  of  Arch- 
angel, consisted  of  76  sailing  and  99  steamships ;  besides  which 
are  registered  visits  of  passenger  and  other  coasting  vessels  to  the 
number  of  540  steam  and  524  sail. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  the  White  Sea  in  1900  amounted 
to  15,163,451  r.  (1,613,133/.),  being  4,200.000  r.  in  excess  of  the 
previous  year.  This  large  increase  is  principally  due  to  a  good 
timber  season  and  the  development  of  the  Siberian  wheat  export 
trade. 

While  in  1898,  in  the  spring  of  which  year  the  Perm-Viatka- 
Kotlass  Kailway  was  opened,  the  export  of  wheat  was  quite  in- 
considerable, and  in  1899  amounted  to  only  26,000/.,  it  rose  at 
once  in  1900  to  1,994,642  r.  (212,196/.). 

The  export  of  timber  from  all  the  ports  of  the  White  Sea 
amounted  to  10,323,085  r.  (1,098,200/.),  being  2,000,000  r.  in  excess 
of  the  previous  year. 

Other  articles  of  export  in  order  of  value  are  oats,  nearly 
700,000  r. ;  tar  and  pitch,  over  450,000  r. ;  rye  and  rye-flour,  over 
400,000  r. ;  linseed,  flax  and  hemp. 

Four-fi.f ths  of  the  entire  White  Sea  export  trade  passes  through 
Archangel  Among  the  other  ports,  Mezen,  Sorokka  and  Onega 
each  exported  goods  to  the  value  of  over  500,000  r.,  Kovda  over 
400,000  r.,  and  Kem  over  350,000  r. 

The  vast  forests  of  the  province  of  Archangel  are  its  most 
valuable  commercial  asset,  and  the  principal  source  of  the  prosperity 
of  its  ports.  With  occasional  fluctuations  the  development  of  the 
timber  trade  has  been  steady  and  rapid.  Between  1862  and  1880 
the  export  nearly  doubled  in  the  course  of  each  decade.  During 
the  next  10  years  the  increase  was  about  70  per  cent.  The  export 
of  1900  was  nearly  twice  that  of  1891.  Since  1898,  which  showed 
a  slight  decrease  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  advance 
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has  been  at  the  rate  of  about  200,000  staDdard  dozens  yearly, 
while  the  increase  of  value  was  about  140,000/.  in  1899,  and  over 
210,000/.  in  1900,  the  total  amount  of  timber  exported  in  that 
year  being  1,239,068  standards,  valued  at  1,098,200/. 

The  exceptionally  high  prices  obtained  for  sawn  timber  in  1899  Prioesof  mwd 
still  continued  to  prevail  last  year.     The  logs  having  been  bought  *^*™*^- 
at  moderate  rates,  large  profits  ensued  for  the  saw-mill  owners.  A 
result  of  this  access  of  prosperity  was  to  cause  some  owners  to 
start  new  mills,  and  to  bring  new  competitors  into  the  field. 

The  new  miUs  comprise  two  at  Archangel,  two  at  Kovda,  one  New  aaw- 
at  Umba,  one  in  the  Petchora  district,  and  two  small  ventures  in-  °^^- 
land  near  the  line  of  the  Moscow-Yaroslav-Archangel  Eailway. 

Another  eflect  of  the  two  years'  run  of  prosperity  was  to  in-  Price  of 
crease  the  price  of  logs.    The  Russian  Government,  to  whom  all  "^^^^^ 
the  forests  belong,  only  offer  a  limited  number  of  trees  for  sale  by  '^^ 
auction  each  year.     Last  year,  buyers  anticipating  a  continuation 
of  the  larger  demand  for  sawn  goods  strove  to  outbid  each  other 
in  order  to  obtain  the  greatest  number  possible  of  the  available 
trees,  the  result  being  that  unpreqedentedly  high  prices  were  paid. 
As  the  timber  is  generally  allowed  to  lie  two  years  in  order  to 
become  seasoned,  the  result  ^f  this  high  rate  of  purchase  will  not 
be  felt  till  1902,  when,  unless  the  market  improves,  it  appears  in- 
evitable that  many  owners  will  suffer  loss.    This  year,  1901,  the 
price  of  sawn  timber  has  considerably  declined,  but  still,  the  logs 
having  been  bought  cheaply  two  years  ago,  the  prospects  of  the 
year  are  up  to  the  average. 

The  ever-increasing  consumption  of  timber  has  combined  with  Supply  of 
a  hitherto  lax  system  of  forestry  to  thin  the  forests  within  easy  ^**^' 
access  by  means  of  waterways,  of  the  White  Sea,  so  much  so  that 
the  Government  has  been  obliged  to  increase  the  forestry  staff  and 
make  other  new  provisions  in  order  to  ensure  the  perpetuity  of  the 
supply. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  forests  of  the  more  inaccessible  Petchora  Petohom 
region  are  practically  untouched.  UntU  lately  the  obstacles  pre-  timber, 
sented  by  the  small  depth  of  water  (11  feet)  over  the  Petchora 
Bar  and  the  rocky  inhospitable  nature  of  the  adjacent  coast  have . 
proved  a  bar  to  commercial  enterprise.  A  few  years  ago,  however, 
a  Swedish  company  was  formed  whose  method  of  surmounting  the 
difficulty  was  to  load  the  timber  into  immense  barges  and  convey 
it  in  them  to  the  Murman  coast  where  a  mill  was  erected.  The 
loss  of  two  barges  each  containing  more  than  their  ordinary  ship- 
load of  wood  contributed  among  other  causes  to  the  failure  of  the 
enterprise.  The  company's  effects  have  been  bought  up  by  a  new 
company  who  are  erecting  a  mill  on  the  spot,  i.c.  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Petchora  Eiver.  This  involves  difficult  and  costly  engineer- 
ing operations  which  the  co-operation  of  a  well-known  Swedish 
millionaire  enables  them  to  perform.  The  sawn  goods  will  be 
loaded  by  means  of  lighters  into  ocean-going  steamers  outside  the 
bar. 

The  opening  of  the  century  seems  to  mark  a  crisiB  in  the  his-  Gram  exp^it, 
tory  of  the  port  of  ArchangeL   The  railway  which  has  placed  it  in 
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communication  with  the  wheat-producing  regions  of  Siberia  and 
the  oat-growing  district  of  Perm  promises  to  be  the  means  of 
reviving  its  dwindled  fortunes  and  restoring  to  it  something  of  its 
former  commercial  importance 
Wheat  export.  The  Perm-Kotlass  branch  of  the  Siberian  Kailway  was  opened 
in  1898.  In  1899  it  brought  to  Kotlass  for  export  188,000  pouds 
of  Siberian  wheat,  and  in  1900,  being  still  short  of  rolling-stock, 
it  carried  2,076,366  pouds,  valued  at  1,994,642  r.  (212,196/.),  which 
were  conveyed  by  means  of  tugs  and  lighters  down  the  Dwina  to 
Archangel  and  thence  shipped  abroad,  about  one-half  being  destined 
for  the  United  Kingdom. 

From  the  experience  gained  during  these  two  years  it  was 
realised  that  in  order  that  the  Perm-Kotlass-Archangel  grain 
export  route  should  compete  successfully  with  older  well-estab- 
lished routes,  much  remained  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  organisation, 
improvement  of  facilities,  cheapening  of  freights,  and  I'emoval  of 
LnproTement  disabilities.     These  matters  were  considered  at  a  conference  held 
of  oonditionB  ^^  g^  Petersburg  in  February  of  this  year  for  the  general  pui-pose 
expST"         of  organising  "  International  White   Sea  Communication."      As 
results  of  this  conference,  freights  by  rail,  river,  and  sea  have  been 
lowered,  the  construction  of  grain  warehouses  at  Kotlass  and  the 
increase  of  railway  rolling-stock  have  been  pushed  forward  and, 
partly  owing  to  representations  made    at  the  conference,  the 
draught  of  water  officially  allowed  for  ships  passing  over  Arch- 
angel Bar  has  been  increased  by  6  inches.     The  removal  of  shoals 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dwina,  and  the  acceleration  of  the 
customary  slow  rate  of  loading  at  Archangel  were  discussed,  but 
as  yet  no  steps  have  been  taken  to  remove  these  hindrances  to 
trada 
OtkU.  Archangel's  supply  of  oats  for  export  came   formerly  from 

Vologda  and  the  adjacent  provinces.  Now  that  the  Perm-Kotlass 
Bail  way  has  opened  up  another  large  oat-growing  district,  this 
branch  of  export  is  much  enhanced  in  importance.  The  export 
of  oat«  in  1900  amounted  to  394,555  cwts.,  being  nearly  treble 
that  of  the  previous  year,  but  still  much  less  than  that  of 
1898. 
Eye.  Last  year  the  export  of  rye  rose  50  per  cent.    Flax,  linseed. 

Other  articles  tar,  tow,   and  codilla  all  showed  a  f alling-ofiF ;  linseed  cake  a 
of  export.       slight  rise.    The  export  of  pitch  showed  a  slight  improvement. 
Imports.  The  total  value  of  White  Sea  imports  in  1900  amounted  to 

2,249,572  r.  (239,316/.),  being  about  30,000t  more  than  in  1899. 
While  both  exports  and  imports  increased  last  year,  the  dispro- 
portion between  the  two  was  more  marked  than  ever,  the  former 
exceeding  the  latter  by  more  than  12,000,000  r.  Among  the 
principal  articles  of  impoit,  fish  as  usual  holds  first  place  with  a 
total  value  of  1,129,907  r.  Fishing  and  river  craft  were  imported 
to  the  number  of  17  vessels,  valued  at  381,154  r.  The  only  other 
important  articles  of  import  are  coal  and  coke  and  machinerv. 
Coal  and  coke  are  brought  from  the  United  Kingdom.  A  sawmill 
engine  and  two  boilers,  worth  together  18,000  r.,  were  purchased 
in  the  United  Kingdom  for  a  new  mill  at  Kovda.    A  fire  engine 
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for  Onega,  value  5,500  r.,  was  also  brought  from  the  United 
Kingdom. 

By  compajdson  with  the  Peno-Eotlass  line,  the  Moscow-  Mosoow. 
Yarofilav-Archangel  Bailway  has  small  commercial  signiticance  Yaroalay- 
for  Archangel.     Since  the  failure  of  its  promoters  it  has  belonged  ^J^**°**^ 
to  the  Ministry  of  Finance  and  owes  much  of  its  trade  to  a  pre-       ^*^' 
ferential  tariff  which  allows  of  oat«,  &c.,  being  carried  more  cheaply 
from  Yaroslav  to   Archangel   than   from   the  same   centre,  vi& 
Eybinsk,  to  St.  Petersburg.     The  new  railway  which  is  to  be  made 
from  Viatka,  viS,  Vologda,  to  St.  Petersburg  will  probably  divert 
a  great  part  of  its   trade  in   cereals.     The   Moscow-Yaroslav- 
Archangel  Railway  has,  however,  lately  bought  several  steamers 
by  means  of  which  goods  can  be  conveyed  down  the  Dwina  from 
Vologda  at  a  greatly  reduced  rate. 

The  Kotlass  Steamship  Company,  which  carries  grain  fromBlTer 
Kotlass  to  Archangel,  has  six  powerful  steamers  for  towing  empty  ateamship 
barges  up  stream,  besides  several  smaller  steamers  for  convoying  <»">?""••• 
the  grain-laden  lighters.     The  company  possesses  70  lighters,  30 
of  which  have  an  average  capacity  of  1,500  tons.     Besides   the 
Kotlass  Steamship  Company  five  other  river  companies  are  owners 
of  tugs  and  lighters.     From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
are  a  large  number  of  steamers  and  barges  available  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  grain  trade,  a  sufficient  number  in  fact  to  deal  with 
all  the  grain  which,  under  present  Siberian  conditions,  could  be 
exported  from  that  country  by  the  northern  route. 

The  Murman  Steamship  Company  keep  up  regular  weekly  and  Murman 
bi-weekly  communication  with  the  various  White  Sea  ports  and  Steanwhip 
with  Alexandroffsk  (lately  Ekaterina  harbour)  and   the  fishing  ^"P*"^' 
stations  on  the  Murman  c<»ast     A  regular  fortnightly  service 
between  Archangel  and  Petchora  has  been  commenced. 

Two  dredgers,  one  of  which  was  purchased  in  the  United  Dredging. 
Kingdom,  have  been  constantly  at  work  since  1898  on  the  Arch- 
angel Bar  and  in  the  Maimal  Channel  which  leads  to  Archangel 
Soundings  lately  taken  in  the  channel  and  on  the  bar  have  shown 
nowhere  less  than  22^  feet.  The  draught  officially  allowed  to 
vessels  has  lately  been  increased  from  17^  to  18  feet.  The  ss. 
**  America,"  with  the  mjembers  of  the  American  North  Polar  Ex- 
pedition on  board,  passed  out  drawing  19^  feet. 

A  scheme  for  erecting  a  water  tower  and  laying  supply  pipes  Town  water 
along  the  principal  streets  of  Archangel  was  propounded  last  year,  eupplj. 
This  year  the  necessary  survey  is  being  made. 

The  electric  tramway  and  lighting  contract,  which  was  signed  Electric 
in  1897,  seems  no  nearer  fulfilment  now  than  it  was  then.  Ughtin«r  and 

A  company,  managed  and  partly  financed  by  Englishmen,  has  ^^^7 
lately  been  formed  for  the  supply  of  parts  of  machinery,  &c.,  to  s^  of 
sawmills  and  others.     This  company  is  trying  to  push  the  sale  of  £ngliiik 
British  goods  in  substitution  for  goods  of  German  manufacture  ™*'*'*^^'J» 
which  many  millowners  have  been  accustomed  to  use. 

The  improved  customs  arrangements  for  the  clearing  of  ships,  Cnstonu 
which  were  introduced  in  1898  and  annulled  in  the  following  year,  arnnge- 
have  again  been  brought  into  forca  mentt 
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Docke.  A  Government  slip  dock,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  accomniodate^ 

the  largest  ships  which  at  present  enter  the  port,  has  just  been^ 
completed  and  will  probably  be  opened  in  1902. 

The  Murman   Steamship   Company  are  also  building  a  dry 
dock. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Archangel 
during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Articles. 


Sawn  timber 

Logs 

Sleepers.. 

Wheat   .. 

Oats 

Linseed  . . 

Linseed  cakes    . . 

Bje 

Tow  and  oodilla 

Flax 

Tar 

Pitch      .. 

Cargo  mats 

Sealsldins 


Standard  doz. 
Pieces 

Cwts 


Barrels 

99 

Pieces 


Quantity. 


1900. 


1,239,068 

52,971 

207,206 

674,663 

394,565 

74,296 

50,211 

83,433 

31,702 

17,815 

74,489 

16,560 

84,720 

29,820 


1899. 


1,042,294 
30,058 

61,385 
142,453 
79,986 
46,421 
21,987 
41,753 
28,198 
89,819 
12,461 
56,960 
58,985 


Kbturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Archangel  during  the  Year 

1900. 

Entbked  and  Cleared. 


SaiHng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nnmher 

Number 

! 

Number' 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    •  • 

2 

675 

92 

82,897 

94    i     83,672 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian. • 

21 

6,686 

68 

65,204 

89     .     61,890 

11 

1,930 

4S 

43,357 

59 

45,287 

Dutch     .. 

, , 

*  • 

22 

27,891 

22 

57,391 

Danish    . . 

20 

4,635 

9 

10,287 

29 

14,922 

Belgian   .. 

18 

6,803 

5 

5,546 

23 

12,348 

BuBsian  .. 

•• 

•• 

3 

2,471 

' 

2,471 

ToUl 

72 

20,729 

247 

227,152 

319 

24/7,881 

„     1899.. 

82 

24,375 

196 

175,069 

278    1    199,444 
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Rbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  and  Import  from  and 
to  the  White  Sea  Ports  during  the  Tears  1900-1899. 

Exports. 


ArtiolM. 

Correnoy. 

Sterling. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900.* 

1899.t 

Timber 

Wlieafc 

Oata 

Tar  and  pitch  .. 
Bt6  and  rye  flour 

Linseed 

Flax 

Linseed  oake    .  • 
Hemp  tow  and  eodilla 

Boubfes. 
10,828,086 
1,994,642 
694,067 
449,820 
410,616 
826,819 
821,648 
111,829 
806,239 

Roubles. 

8,248,170 
244,596 
295,974 
899,447 
408,977 
806,788 
349,626 
109,654 
399,484 

£ 
1,098,200 
212,196 
73,886 
47,800 
48,671 
34,661 
34,240 
11,894 
32,678 

£ 
886,900 
26,800 
31.826 
42,961 
48,976 
82,988 
37,694 
11,709 
42,966 

Impobts. 


Artidles. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900.* 

1899.t 

Fish      .. 

Maohinery 

Sea  and  nrer  vessels  •• 

Coal  and  eoke  . . 

Wines  and  spirits       •• 

Maize    ..         ,. 

Other  artidei  .. 

Boubles. 

1,129,907 

266,141 

381,164 

166,823 

28,772 

82,600 

92,632 

Boubles. 

1,119,600 

304,036 

77,916 

108,449 

22,666 

103,000 

160,728 

£ 

120,202 

28,313 

40,648 

17,687 

3,061 

8,776 

9,267 

£ 

120,388 

82,690 

8.878 

11,661 

2,439 

11,076 

17,098 

*  At  exchange,  9  r.  40  c.  per  11. 


t  At  exchange,  9  r.  SO  o.  per  IL 
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Return  of  British  Shipping  in  the  Indirect  Carrying  Trade  at  the 
Port  of  Archangel  during  the  Year  1900. 

Entered. 


With 

Cargoes. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

From — 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

YesseU. 

YetMls. 

Sweden  and  Nor- 

way    • . 

, , 

26 

18,009 

26 

18,000 

Franoe 

, , 

, , 

1 

856 

1 

866 

Belgium . . 

■  • 

, , 

8 

8,186 

8 

8,186 

United  States  of 

America 

1 

1,178 

.  • 

,, 

1 

1,178 

Spain       .. 
Germany. . 

1 

880 

, , 

, , 

1 

880 

•• 

•• 

1 

1,382 

1 

1,882 

Total 

2 

2,008 

81 

28,388 

88 

25,891 

Cleared 

(WITH  Cargoes). 

To- 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Holland , 

Belgium 

France     • •         • •         • • 

United  States  of  America 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

8 
2 
2 

1 

8,696 
1,876 
2,492 
1,449 

Total 

18 

14,418 
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Narva. 
Mr.  Vice-Conflul  Siricius  supplies  the  following  returns : — 

Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  to  the  Port  of  Narva  to  and  from  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Country. 


BzportB. 


1899. 


1900. 


Imports. 


1899. 


1900. 


Unitecl  Kingdom 

Holland.. 

Germany  •  • 

Norway. . 

Sweden . . 

Denmark  •• 

France  ..         •• 

Belgium 

Aufltria-Hungary 

Italy      .. 

Switzerland 

United  States  of  America 

Total     .. 


£ 
89,946 
51,048 

582 


1,405 
1,588 
8,406 


£ 
47,941 
46,481 


256 
8,617 


£ 

250,881 

17 

255,674 

5,482 

46 

52 

64 


215,246 


£ 

468,330 

485 

60,895 

7,080 

50,066 
47 
5 
19 
25 
10 
121,434 


97,870 


103,517 


727,412 


707,896 


Rbtubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  Port  of  Narva 
during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Artidea. 

1899. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Talue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton-wool*  .. 

Jute 

Machinery 
Pig-iron 

Coals 

Coke 

Herno^           •  •         •.> 

Firebricks 

Fireclay 

Lubricating     oil     and 

grease 
Leather  goods . . 
1  sailing  ressel  and  1 

small  steamer 
Musical  instruments   .  • 
Brandies  and  wines     •• 
Sundries 

Ponds. 

665.600 

229,500 

117,500 

198,500 

401,000 

182,000 

48,600 

42,800 

2,474 

2,663 
760 

•  • 

£ 

499,260 

60,640 

130,000 

9,630 

5,550 

8,210 

7,766 

1,000 

85 

670 
2,660 

•  • 

'425 
6,616 

Ponds. 
620,876 
198,831 

56,000 

230,258 

111,876 

53,932 

31,4:15 

865 

1,147 
221 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 

553,332 

56,276 

70,473 

8,230 

4,236 

4,713 

7,071 

690 

28 

620 
1,150 

3,266 
855 
680 

1,27H 

Total     .. 

•• 

727,412 

•• 

707,896 

*  The  abore-stated  import  of  ootton-wool  in  1900,  amounting  to  620,376  pond* 
(553,332^),  includes  the  transit  shipments  during  the  winter  season : — From 
Belfast  throueh  Reral,  by  14  British  steamers,  175,275  pouds  (156,000/.) >  and  from 
Clermany  and  Denmark,  by  17  foreign  steamers  through  Re^al,  116,700  pouds 
(104,100/.),  makmg  a  total  of  291,976  ponds  (260,106/.). 
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ZlTARVA. 


BsraKN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of  Narva 
during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Articles. 

i 

1899. 

1900. 

( 
i 

Qnantitj. 

Value. 

Qimntltj. 

Value. 

1          £ 

£ 

Flax  and  hemp 

Pouds    .. 

9,621            8,460 

8,100 

8,610 

Timber,  sleepers    . . 

Standards ! 

,. 

,. 

86,400 

62,610 

>t              f» 

Pieces    ;. 1 

166,600 

149,864 

, , 

,, 

Fit-props 

Sq.  fms.    ; 

1,460 

2,800 

1,600 

Spars 

Pieces    . 

47,600 

996 

87,800 

860 

Deals  and  battens  . . 

Standards 

9,960 

44,060 

9,166 

44,417 

Eels,  aliye  . . 

Pieces    .. 

1 

•• 

•• 

660 

•        680 

Total   .. 

•• 

97,870 

•• 

108,617 

Ketukn  of  all   Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Narva  during  the 

Year  1900. 

Enteked  and  Cleared. 


Sailing.                          Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of            Tons. 

Vessels. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British     .. 
German  .. 
Norwegian 
Dutch     .• 
Danish    . . 
Swedish  •• 
Russian  •• 

1 
•  •               •  • 

4              1,822 

7              1,121 

6              1,040 

"e                916 
10      ,       2,680 

18            12,869           18 
27            26,360     1      31 
4              2,800           11 
8              8,100             9 
6              4,011             6 
2              1,770             8 
10 

12,369 
28,182 
8,421 
4,140 
4,011 
2,686 
2,680 

Total 
„     1899.. 

38       I       7,679 
35            10,303 

69       ,      49,900     1       92 
61            51,147           96 

57,479 
61,450 
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NIKOLAISTAD. 


Return  of    Principal  Articles   of   Import   to   Nikolaistad 
during  the  Tear  1900. 


ArticleB. 


Ajphaltum       

Cotton   ..         ..         •• 

Fish,  dried        •  • 

„    pickled 

Bacon,  American 

Fruite,  frefih  and  dried 

Tincture,  different  kinds 

Cotton  jam      . .         .  • 

Woollen  jam   •  • 

Grains    .. 

Hides 

Iron    and    steel    and    manu- 
factures thereof 

Coffee 

Chemicals 

Leather     and     manufactures 
thereof  ..         .• 

Malt 

Engines.. 

Flour  of  wheat .  • 

»       rye 

Oils        

Petroleum         •  •         •  • 

Salt        

Treacle 

Sugar,  refined 

II     raw       •  •         •  •         •  • 

Soda 

Barley   ••         ••         ••         •• 

Maise     ••         ••         ••         •• 

xvice       ••         ••         .«         *• 

Bye        ..         

Spirits  in  bottles 

„       casks 

Stearine..         ..         ..         •• 

Coal  and  coke 

Pig-iron.  • 

tSIow 

Tobacco 

Cordage 

Bicjcles.. 

Train-oil  .• 

Wine  in  bottles  ••         •• 

I,       casks  ••         ••         •• 

Oloth  of  silki  wool|  ootton,  &c. 

Peas 


Kilos. 


Hectolitres 
KUos.. 


Total 


Quantity. 


168,898 

606|796 

287,186 

865|019 

671,161 

201,298 

199,086 

12,607 

81,959 

1,166,811 

56,809 

828,706 

1,581,426 

94,616 

29,822 

271,722 

650,297 

8,351,092 

5,369,614 

199,956 

877,138 

67,186 

85,195 

4,228 

6,156,217 

286,963 

409,702 

1,012,764 

2,886,888 

6,926,194 

18,708 

16,046 

170,280 

19,946,964 

86r,996 

868,707 

136,561 

67,889 

998 

52,128 

5,409 

48,956 

145,758 

142,347 


Talue. 


£ 

469 

26,^ 

5,899 

3,118 

18.788 

4,448 

5,815 

1.220 

6,426 

11.476 

6,194 

16.976 

72,288 

2,000 

4,628 

2,665 

19,797 

70,109 

84,300 

7,998 

2,798 

6,810 

862 

60 

62,166 

911 

8,605 

6,076 

28,8H8 

38,781 

2,865 

1,188 

6,811 

81,915 

2,049 

11,238 

3,082 

1,909 

585 

1,000 

687 

3,622 

17.138 

1.262 


668,444 
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Kbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Nikolaistad  during 

the  Tear  1900. 


Artioles. 

HeotoUtres   .. 

Qnantitj. 

Value. 

Pitch 

2,720 

3,800 

Cloth  of  ootton 

Silos 

20,744 

4,688 

Fish,  fresh  ftnd  piokled 

,1    •  •         •  I 

47,108 

6,110 

Feeding  flour 

M        •  •                  •  • 

479,316 

2,300 

Hides 

II        •  •                  •  • 

83,941 

1,298 

Cftttle 

Head.. 

826 

6,492 

Swine 

II    •  •         •  • 

833 

666 

Meat,  fresh 

Kilos.  . 

126,295 

2,506 

Berries 

68,490 
86,787 

374 

Skin 

II    •  •         •  • 

3,614 

Botter 

II     ••       '•• 

20,129 

2,347 

Oftts       ••          »•          ••          •• 

3,639,978 
733,600 

19,116 

By 

11    •  •         •  • 

6,749 

Tar         

Hectolitres   .. 

16,326 

14,693 

Wood 

Oubic  metres.  • 

104,747 

80,774 

Total 

t  • 

163,467 

Beiubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  Nikolaistad  during  the 

Tear  1900. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

1 

» 

of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

of 

Vessels. 

1     Tons. 

Finnish  .. 

23 

4,670 

316 

74,125 

838 

78,796 

Swedish  .. 

9 

1,221 

4L 

10,782 

60 

12,003 

Norwegian 

4 

697 

19 

11,639 

23 

12,236 

Danish    .. 

6 

679 

13 

7,490 

18 

8,169 

German  .•         •• 

1 

14d 

32 

16,962 

33 

16,111 

British    .. 

•  • 

, , 

9 

6,691 

9 

6,691 

Bussian  .. 

1 

309 

12 

3,440 

13 

3,749 

Dutch     .. 

2 

612 

, , 

•  • 

2 

612 

Belgian  .. 

•  • 

2 

1,274 

2 

1,274 

Spanish  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

3,639 

3 

3,639 

Austro-Hungariao 

i         1 

467 

..      . 

•  • 

1 

467 

Total       •• 

46 

8,704 

447 

136,048 

402 

148,746 

,1     1809 

66 

7,609 

614 

169,471 

669 

167,080 

(888) 
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NTKOLATStAD. 


KmURN  of  British  Shipping  in  the  Indirect  Carrying  Trade  at 
the  Port  of  Nikolaistad  (Wasa)  during  the  Year  1900. 


Entered. 


Countries  whence  Entered. 

InbaUast     .. 

»»           •• 

With' cargo  «. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sweden         

idissia          

Denmark 

Gfrermany       •  •         •  •         •  • 

United  Kingdom     . . 

1,414 
8,820 

527 
1,016 

415 

Cleabsd. 


Countries  to  which  Cleared. 


United  Kingdom 

Sweden 

Holland 


With  cargo 
InbaUast 
With  cargo 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


4,151 

415 

1,110 


Retuhn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Ulelborg  during  the 

Year  1900. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Hides,  raw         

Ironware 

Coffee 

Machinery         

Flour — 

Wlieaten  meal 

Biirley  meal 

Bye  meal        

Tobacco,  leaf 

Woollen  goods 

Cotton  goods 

Tons. 

1,378 

1,145 

484 

828 

1,811 

172 

12,884 

140 

48 

42 

£ 
78.606. 
82,257 
81,057 
18,882 

24,688 
1,878 

87,276 
8,880 

26,115 

10,082 

Total 

•• 

800,006 
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Ebturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Uleaborg  during 
the  year  1900.    . 


Articles. 

Standards     .. 
»i            •• 
»i            •  • 

Cub.  fathoms 

Tpns  .. 

Barrels 

Tons  •• 

»»     •  •         •  • 
i»     •  •         •  • 
i>     •  •         •• 

N       •••               *• 
M        •  •                •  • 
»|        •  •                •  • 

Quantitj. 

Talue. 

Wood- 
Sawn  deals,  battens,'ai] 
Pulp-wood      . . 
Pit-props 
Firewood 

Leather,  dressed 

Tar        

Butter 

Hides  and  skins,  raw   . 

Game 

Fish,  fresh       .. 
«      „    salted  salmon     • 

Meat,  reindeer,  fresh  . 
„              smoked 

d  boards 

16,694 

16,186 

7,856 

2,887 

696 

^^ 

87 

90 
157 

48 
142 

28 

126,005 

16,466 

6,470 

5,920 

82,664 

87,609 

11,065 

4,7^ 

6,185 

4,414 

6jia 

6,110 
1,419 

Total 

•         •  • 

•  • 

812,H9 

Ebturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Uledborg  during  the 

Year  1900. 
Entered. 


Nationality. 

Kiunbec  of 
Vessels. 

American 

Belgian        

Banish         

British         

Finnish        

TtVtlCA          

Butch          

Italian 

Vrntoff 

Spanish        

Ufioumx         ••            ••            ••            ••            •• 

German       

2 

1 

2) 

237 

1 

1 

1 

68 

i 

84 

Total       

898 

CXiBARED. 


Kationalitj.' 


Belgian 

Bsi.isfa 

British  ••  •• 

Finnish  ••  •• 

French  •  •  •  • 

Butch 

Bussian  •  •  •  • 

Spanish  t«  •• 

Swedish  •  •  •  • 

German  •  •  •  • 

Total 


Kumbex  of 
YMiels. 


1 

62 
282 
10 
14 
42 
1 
12 
14 


891 
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ULEAB0K6. 


Bjetubn  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Ule&borg  during 
the  Tear  1900. 

Entered  (in  Ballast). 


From   ' 

Number  of 
Yeasela. 

Tons. 

Germany.,         ••         ••         •• 

Dweden   ••         ••         ••         •• 

Denmark 

Bosaia 

8 

2 
8 
8 

8,688 
1,781 
8,181 
3,031 

a?otal 

11 

11,476 

Cleared  (with  Cargoes). 

To- 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

United  Kingdom 

France 

11 
1 

11,601 
798 

Total 

12 

12,894 

Bbturn  of  all  Shipping  at.  the  Port  of  Fredrikshanm  daring  the 

Tear  1900. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaHtj. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tom. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Buasian  .. 

88 

8,670 

103 

20,107 

141 

28,677 

Swedish  .. 

9 

1,047 

8 

2,140 

12 

8,187 

Norwegian 

16 

8,060 

9 

7,810 

26 

10,870 

Danish    .. 

12 

940 

2 

2,417 

14 

8,867 

German  ..         •• 

9 

1,651 

•  • 

9 

1,651 

British    .. 

, , 

.•• 

10 

8,772 

10 

8,772 

Spanish  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

697 

1 

697 

Aufttro-Hungarian 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

818 

1 

818 

Total       .. 

84 

10,268 

129 

42,666 

218 

62,924 
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Saaing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NaUonaUty. 

Number 

Nnmber 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

YeMels. 

Vessels. 

VesseU. 

Blucian   .. 

31 

8,081 

94 

18,917 

126 

21,988 

Swedifh  .. 

9 

1,047 

3 

2,140 

12 

8,187 

16 

8,060 

9 

7,810 

26 

10,870 

Danish     .. 

12 

940 

2 

2,417 

14 

3,857 

German  .. 

6 

1,127 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

1,127 

British    .. 

,, 

•  • 

10 

8,772 

10 

8,772 

Spanish  •  • 

,, 

, , 

1 

597 

1 

697 

Austro-Hungarian 

•• 

•  • 

1 

818 

1 

813 

Total 

74 

9,196 

120 

41,466 

194 

60,661 

(888) 
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Mo.  2709.  Anpual  Series. 

Beference  to  previaics  Seporty  Annual  Series  No.  2522. 


Beport  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Odessa  fo^^  the  Year  1900 

By  Mr.  Consul-Genkral  C.  S.  Smith. 

(Beceiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  September  9, 1901.) 

In  the  agricultural  report  for  the  Consular  district  of  Odessa  Exporto. 
(No.  2548  Annual  Series)  the  official  harvest  returns  for  the  year  CereiU. 
1900    were    summarised.    The    following  note  deals    with   the 
subject  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  exporter. 

As  regards  the  export  from  Odessa  to  the  United  Kingdom 
during  1900,  the  year  was  not  marked  by  any  interesting  feature, 
although  in  spite  of  a  bad  crop  the  movement  by  fits  and  starts 
was  fairly  heavy. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  demand  for  Hull  was  fairly 
steady  at  prices  ruling  from  29s.  6d.  to  30s.  6d.  per  quarter  of 
492  lbs.,  cif.  Hull,  but  business  could  hardly  be  called  of  a  satis- 
factory kind  from  here,  for  the  most  part  showing  a  loss  to 
exporters. 

After  a  period  of  inactivity,  June,  July,  August,  and  September 
were  fairly  busy  months,  as  owing  to  a  crop  scare  in  America 
late  in  May,  rates  went  up  here  from  32s.  6d.  to  335.  &d,,  and  during 
a  few  days  in  early  June  large  orders  were  placed  on  the  London 
and  Hull  markets. 

The  crop  outlook  up  to  a  certain  point  last  year  was  very  good, 
but  owing  to  extreme  heat  and  drought  during  May  the  result 
was  very  disappointing,  and  the  1900  harvest  turned  out  very 
badly  in  quantity  and  quality.  The  autumn  was  not  productive 
of  much  business,  and  in  fact  the  last  three  months  of  1900  were 
almost  barren  of  business  in  wheat. 

The  range  of  prices  was  not  great,  and  the  highest  point 
reached  for  fair  average  Dnieper  wheat  was  33s.,  when  the  price 
sagged  to  31s.  and  30s.  6r/. 

Linseed  had  a  sensational  rise  during  1900  of  about  12s.  per 
quarter,  and  severe  losses  were  experienced  by  exporters  who  had 
sold  in  blank. 

Barley  was  sold  when  the  crop  outlook  was  good,  at  from 
16s.  3rf.,  and  eventually  went  to  19s.  3rf.,  and  then  dropped 
gradually  to  about  18s. 

(893)  A  2 
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4  ODESSA. 

Maize  was  a  fair  crop,  and  a  good  busiuess  was  done  for 
London,  RuU,  and  Liverpool,  but  the  quality  of  shipments  was  not 
up  to  the  mark,  the  grain  heating  on  the  voyage,  and  shippers 
lost  in  some  cases  heavily.  Prices  ranged  from  23^.  to  2l8.  6d,, 
and  the  trade  would  have  been  steady  had  the  quality  been 
satisfactory. 

The  summary  of  the  trade  can  hardly  be  called  satisfactory ; 
it  was  unsteady  and  very  much  by  fits  and  staits,  as  South  Russia 
having  a  poor  crop,  the  American  market  ruled  the  roost,  and  as 
Odessa  could  not  compete  from  lack  of  material  it  had  to  take  its 
chance  when  the  New  York  and  Chicago  markets  put  their 
rates  up. 

As  regards  oilseeds,  the  harvest  of  1900  was  bad,  and  the 
commodity  was  scarce,  which  led  to  the  failure  of  some  large  and 
several  smaller  Odessa  firms. 

The  prices  of  oilcake  and  vegetable  oils  ruled  high. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  in  tons  of  the  prin- 
cipal cereals  exported  during  the  year  1900,  together  with  their 
destinations : — 

Quantity. 


CouDlry. 

Wheat. 

Bye. 

llaiae. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Total, 
1900. 

Total. 
1899. 

Tone. 

Tone. 

Tons. 

Tone. 

Tone. 

Tons. 

T^ms. 

United  Kingdom     ... 

98,429 

1,760 

68,784 

27,582 

4,625 

196,080 

287,581 

German/      

18,750 

22,197 

4,817 

48,881 

192 

89,887 

127,120 

Belgium       

]ft,248 

706 

14,572 

14,950 

46,484 

76,627 

Holland        

78,894 

91,677 

8,665 

88,578 

1,060 

218,269 

287,086 

Italy 

64.004 

16 

... 

820 

64,840 

60,768 

France          

69,94ft 

4.110 

950 

1,126 

66,184 

127,088 

Other  ooantriee 

ltl,46L* 

Hm 

... 

... 

«.692t 

28,912 

... 

Total 

886,224 

125,006 

100,904 

180,895 

11,015 

704,046 

916,215 

*  Oreeoe,  1,290  tons;  Turkey,  8,895  tons;  Spain,  8,995  tons;  Egypt,  2,271  tons. 
t  Korway,  8,241  tons;  others,  528  tons. 
X  Norway,  8,600  tons;  others,  92  tons. 

The  stocks  of  grain  at  Odessa  on  January  1, 1901,  were  153,540 
tons,  against  258,066  tons  on  January  1,  1900. 
Other  eiporfc?.  The  United  Kingdom  takes  from  Odessa  also  480  tons  sif tings, 
570  tons  cockles,  and  160  tons  buckwheat,  10  tons  sunflower  seSi, 
17  tons  beetroot  seed,  and  1,118  tons  colza  seed.  These  articles 
seem  to  be  solely  exported  for  the  British  market. 

As  regards  the  other  principal  commodities  a  statement  of 
quantities  of  goods  exported  from  Odessa  with  their  destination  is 
given  in  the  annexed  table : — 
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Quantity. 

CooDtry. 

Beam. 

Peak 

Uiueed. 

Uapc- 
seed. 

Oll-calie. 

Bran. 

Sugar. 

Timber. 

Tom. 

Tons. 

Tom. 

Tom. 

i    Ton*. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons.. 

United  Kingdom  ... 

1,120 

1,858 

i648 

8,642 

1     2,889 

1,268 

8,480 

14*574 

Oemuuiy    

... 

888 

2,672 

1,648 

80 

Belgium     .^ 

96 

76 

904 

806 

4,251 

660 

... 

7,721 

HoUvid      

... 

2,482 

7,218 

80 

4,647 

2,405 

••• 

... 

Italy 

865 

627 

245 

... 

... 

29,886 

4,900 

Jrance       

888 

... 

.•• 

195 

6,097 

416 

... 

28,710 

Otlier  ooaatries    ... 

74 

16 

254 

214 

16.891* 

78,970t 

Total 

2,84* 

4,888 

18.808 

4,289 

1  20,210 

6,611 

50,257 

129,955- 

*  Turkey,  15,490  tons. 

t  Bgypt,  45,440  tons.    Of  the  total,  129,888  tons  camo  from  BnkoTina  and  Galicia  in  transit. 

Odessa  exported  also  16,483  tons  of  flour,  of  which  15,193  tons 
went  to  Turkey,  and  4,473  head  of  cattle,  of  which  3,056  went 
to  Malta,  and  34,132  sheep  were  exported  to  Italy  and  some 
neighbouring  countries. 

The   following   table   shows   the    sources    from   which    coal  Goal, 
landed  at  Odessa  last  year  came,  and  the  uses    to  which  it  is 
put : — 


From — 

Amount. 

Bemarks. 

United  Kingdom— 
Cardiff        ..         ., 

Newcastle  .. 

■{ 

Tons. 

90,000 
10,000 
12,000 

For  railway  use 

Steam 

Gks 

Total 
„     1899.. 

112,000 
160,200 

The  temporary  remission  of  duty  spoken  of  in  my  report 
No.  2522  Annual  Series  has  ceased,  and  the  full  duty  of  6  c. 
(paper)  per  pood  (about  7«.  lOd,  per  long  ton)  is  collected  on 
coal  introduced  from  abroad. 

The  supply  of  Eussian  coal  from  the  Donetz  region  is  in- 
creasing as  the  railway  connections  are  finished  and  fresh  sources 
are  opened.  During  the  year  1900  about  160,000  tons  of  Eussian 
coal  were  brought  to  Odessa  by  sea.  This  is  a  great  reduction 
on  the  252,278  tons  brought  in  1899,  and  the  306,280  tons 
brought  in  1898,  and  is  in  itself  an  indication  of  the  bad  times. 

The  freight  from  Mariupol  to  Odessa  for  coal  is  1^  to  4  c.  per 
pood  (28.  to  55.  Sd,  per  long  ton),  and  for  anthracite  from  Eostoff, 
3  to  4 J  c.  per  pood  (4a.  to  55.  lid.  per  long.  ton). 

Small   quantities  of    British  superphosphates  are    being   im-  British  super- 
ported  in  the  south.    This  has  not  been  done  before,  and  though  pl^o»P^»**»- 
they  are  being  used  in  the  vineyards  cf  the  Crimea,  they  will 
hardly  be  able  to  successfully  compete  with  the   Eussian  basic 
nlag  now  being  prepared  at  Mariupol. 

The  tea  trade  during  tlie  past  year  was  very  bad  in  South  Tea. 
Bussia  on  account  of  the  universal  scarcity  of  monisy  and  the  bad 
(893)  A  3 
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Oopra. 

Other 
imports. 


harvest.  Many  of  the  smaller  dealers  postponed  payment,  while 
some  failed. 

On  the  other  hand  the  steady  rate  of  exchange  has  been  a 
great  blessing  to  the  tea  trade,  as  indeed  to  every  other  branch  of 
commerce,  and  has  to  a  large  extent  put  a  stop  to  speculation. 

According  t.o  reports  received  as  to  the  crops  this  year,  those 
in  Bessarabia,  Podolia,  and  Cherson  are  good,  so  the  tea  trade  is 
expected  to  improve,  that  is  if  prices  at  the  Nijni  Novgorod  Fair 
are  remunerative.  The  prices  at  Nijni  Novgorod,  it  should  be 
obsei-ved,  rule  the  market  for  many  articles,  such  as  tea,  coffee, 
manufactured  goods,  &c. 

Ceylon  and  Indian  teas  are  far  stronger  than  Chinese  tea,  so 
that  if  consumers  took  to  their  use  only  half  the  quantity  would 
be  required.  Though  the  consumer  may  not  be  aware  of  it,  Indian 
and  Ceylon  teas  are  already  largely  used  for  mixing  with  China 
teas.  It  is  likely  that  Indian  and  Ceylon  teas  will  gradually 
make  their  way  in  the  Bussian  market,  but  at  present,  as  they 
are  only  required  for  mixing,  only  particular  kinds  find  a  market. 

Planters  who  wish  to  send  tea  to  Bussia  would  do  well  to 
employ  a  regular  exporting  house  for  the  purpose,  and  no 
doubt  would  recognise  that  uniformity  of  quality  is  much  to  be 
desired. 

About  5,056  tons  of  copra  were  imported  during  the  year  1900 ; 
it  came  from  Singapore  and  Colombo. 

The  quantities  in  tons  of  other  principal  imports,  of  which  I 
am  unable  to  indicate  the  countries  of  origin,  are  as  follows : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Fruits          •• 

Tons. 

30,839 
2,000 
8,906 

11,880 

Coffee          ..         ,,         

Tea 

Iron  ••         ••         ••         ••         •«         •• 

Steel 

1,642 
915 

Tin    ••         ..         ..         •• 

Lead            

Tin  (manufactared)           

ShoTels,  ko,            

2,883 
886 
290 

InstrumeDts 
Machines    •• 

Agricultural  implemente  .. 
Traction  engines  (agricultural) 
Machines  in  sections 
Paper        -  ••         ..         .. 
Cotton  (raw)           ..         •• 
Jute 


854 

1,661 

1,060 

1,060 

918 

75 

10,568 

2,207 


Total  exports 
and  imports. 


The  following  table,  condensed  from  a  paragraph  in  the 
"  Odesski  Listok,"  is  a  comparison  of  total  exports  and  imports 
for  the  years  1898-1900  inclusive.  The  decline  in  exports  is  its 
most  noticeable  feature. 

The  rate  of  exchange  is  taken  as  9  r.  45  c.  per  11.  sterlings 
which  is  a  fair  average  rate  for  each  of  the  yeara  under  review. 
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Qaantitj. 

Year. 

Bzoluding  Gtooda 
inTranBit. 

Including  Goods 
in  Transit. 

Total  Value. , 

1898   • •          « •          • • 

1899 

1900 

Tons. 
1,607,164 
1,180,790 

918,840 

Tons. 
1,711,944 
1,805,720 
1,026,232 

£ 
9,812,169 
7,724,868 

0,000,000 

Imports. 


Quantity. 


Value  aooording  to — 


Year. 


Excluding  >  Including  * 
G-oods  in  Goods  in  | 
Transit.  Transit,      i 


Custom- 
House. 


Trade 
Committee. 


1898 
1899 


Tons. 
802,250 
511,810 


1900 607,780 


Tons. 
822,400 
581,960 
528,736 


£ 
6,878,307 
6,849,206 
5,026,455 


£ 
8,773,068 
8,253,968 

7,425,400 


Note.— Tea  was  calculated  hy  the  custom-house  at  20  r.  (2/.  2s.  3d.)  per  pood, 
an  oTer-low  yaluation. 

New  regulations  devised  in  order  to  make  it  easier  and  cheaper  Steamship 
for  inland  manufacturers  and  merchants  to  export  and  irapon  by  ^a<^ili*i««- 
Eussian  steamship  lines  from  Odessa  and  Novorossisk  are  expected 
to  come  into  force  on  October  1/14  this  year. 

Goods  from  the  interior  for  all  ports  in  the  Black  Sea,  Sea  of 
Marmora,  the  Mediterranean,  and  for  the  Danube  ports,  and  also 
to  Vladivostok,  Nicolaievsk  and  Port  Arthur,  Nagasaki,  Shanghai, 
Hankow,  Colombo,  Suez,  Aden,  Djibuti,  atnd  Perim  will  be  received 
by  the  railways  under  a  special  tariff  which  gives  a  reduction  of 
25  per  cent,  on  present  railway  freights. 

As  regards  imports,  the  present  tariff  will  remain  temporarily 
in  force. 

Communications  with  the  Danube  ports  will  be  by  the  Black 
Sea  and  Danube  Steam  Navigation  Company ;  with  the  Black  Sea. 
Sea  of  Marmora,  and  the  Mediterranean,  by  the  Bussian  Steam 
Navigation  and  Trading  Company;  with  the  ports  of  the  Far 
East,  by  the  Volunteer  Fleet,  by  the  Eussian  Steam  Navigaticai 
and  Trading  Company,  and  by  the  Eussian  Eastern  Asiatic  and 
Baltic  Steam  Navigation  Company. 

By  the  new  arrangement  goods  will  be  received  by  a  rail- 
road or  steamship  agency,  and  booked  through  for  delivery  at 
Vladivostok. 

During  the  year  1900  the  rate  of  exchange  on  liOndon  was  Bate  of 

(893)  A  4  exchanges. 
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very  steady.    For  bills  at  three  months  the  lowest  buying  price 
was  9  r.  34  c,  and  the  highest  selling  price  was  9  r.  40^  c. 

The  customs  receipts  at  Odessa  during  the  last  three  years 
are  as  below,  the  conversion  being  at  the  rate  of  9  r.  40  c  to 
the  11. :— 


Year. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1898          

1899 

1900          

Boubles. 
18,170,000 
24,910,000 
23,730,000 

£ 
1,983,000 
2,650,000 
2,524,600 

jBhipping. 


The  above,  however,  does  not  show  the  duties  actually  paid  by 
all  goods  landed  at  Odessa,  because  goods  are  often  forwarded  to 
the  town  of  their  destination  under  bond,  and  the  duties  collected 
when  cleared  by  the  owner. 

During  the  winter  1900-1901  the  port  was  never  closed  by  ice^ 
but  was  always  open  to  navigation. 

The  following  table  gives  the  movement  of  all  foreign-going 
shipping  at  the  port  of  Odessa  during  the  year  1900 : — 


SaiHng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Country. 

Number 

of 
Yessel*. 

Tone. 

Number 

of 
YesBeU. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
YeflMls. 

Tons. 

United  Kingdom 
KuAsia     . . 
Italy        .. 
Austria-Hungary 
Germany. . 
Grreece    •  •         •  • 
France     •• 
Turkey    .. 
Bounumia 
Norway   .. 
Sweden    ••         •• 
Denmark            • . 
Holland  .. 
Spain       ••         •• 
Bulgaria.. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
6 

•  • 
12 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1,613 

1,269 
42 

•  • 
■  • 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

262 
141 
78 
63 
41 
87 
16 
3 

•  • 

•  • 

436,226 

228,378 

114,066 

98,747 

59,688 

46,653 

22,668 

3,121 

"i,872 
2,103 
2,489 
1,376 
2,600 
•  • 

262 
141 
78 
63 
41 
43 
16 
16 

486,226 

223,378 

114,066 

98,747 

69,688 

48,266 

22,668 

4,380 

42 

1,872 

2,10$ 

2,489 

1,376 

2,500 

4 

Totol       .. 

23 

2,918 

635 

1,013,676 

668 

1,016,698 
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Beturn  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Odessa  during  the 

Year  1900. 

Entsb^d. 


With  Cargoes. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Country. 

Number 

of 
TetfleU. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

■United  Kingdom 
BuBtia     •• 
Belgium  .  • 
Bgypt      .. 
Italy       .. 
•China      .• 
America,  U.S.    .• 
Portugal . . 
Turkey    •• 
iSranoe    •  • 
^pain       .. 
Auftria-Hungary 
Greeoe    .• 
Boumania 

108 
48 
11 

168,404 
77,815 
11,468 
6,992 
5,526 
7,784 
1,804 
1,192 

•  • 

•  • 

8 
3 

27 
22 

•  • 

"b 

6 
8 
2 
1 
8 

16,515 
5,440 

53,899 
89,889 

18,700 
12,949 
5,549 
8,209 
1,410 
8,741 

Ill 

46 

11 

31 

25 

3 

1 

1 

8 

6 

8 

2 

1 

3 

188,919 

83,265 

11,458 

60,891 

44,915 

7,734 

1,804 

1,192 

18,700 

12,949 

6,549 

3,209 

1,410 

8,741 

Total       .. 

169      j    280,925 

88 

154,301 

252 

435,226 

CliEABED. 


With 

Cargoes. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Country. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

United  Kingdom 

74 

123,611 

• . 

.  • 

74 

125,611 

Holland.. 

68 

122,506 

•  • 

, , 

63 

122,506 

•Germany.. 

80 

55,785 

,, 

,, 

80 

65,786 

Belgium.. 

24 

29,702 

•  • 

, , 

24 

29,702 

Bussia     .. 

14 

81,748 

26 

37,794 

40 

69,537 

JNTorway  .. 

7 

11,368 

. . 

•  • 

7 

11,368 

Boumania 

3 

8.027 

1 

2,490 

4 

5,517 

Soain       ,. 
Turkey    ..         ., 

2 

2,391 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

2.891 

1 

2,064 

* . 

•  • 

1 

2,064 

France    .. 

1 

1,892 

•• 

.  • 

1 

1,892 

Total       .. 

219 

386,089 

27 

40,284 

246 

426,873 
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The  following  table  gives  the  rates  of  frei^ta  for  Odessa 
during  the  year  1900 : — 

OUTWABD  Freights. 


BatMi  of  Fieighl  to*- 

Month. 

TTnit^         '     Londan  and 
jrF^^                  Hull 

Continent, 
Havre-HambuiK 

Antwvrpand 
Botterdam 
(for  Parcels). 

and  Adriatic 
Porta. 

9,  d.        «.    d.      9.  d.       9,   d. 

9.  d.       «.   d. 

«.  ff.       9.   d. 

Pranci. 

Jantuir7      ... 

88to06,80to06 

0    0  to  10    S 

8    0  to   9    6 

8ito  lOi 
10          H 

February    ... 

96         7606         76 

0    6          7    6       9    6          8    6 

March 

9S          00       80          00 

80          00       90          96 

9k        10 

iS^\"    ::: 

86         06       86         96 

9    8        10    S 

9    0 

10           U 
10          lit 

10    0        11    6     10    0        11    6 

10    9        12    S 

10    0        11    6 

June 

11    6        12    9     10    6        12    0 

12    S        IS    6 

10    0        12    S 

10}        11 

Augiut 

IS    6        1«    6      IS    6        16    6 

HZ        16    8 

IS    6        16    6 

10          U 

September  ... 

16    6        17    0  1  16    9        17    0 

17    8        18    6 

16    0        17    0       U         16 

15    0        10    0  1  14    0        10    0 

16    9        10    9 

IS  0      10  6  :    m      II 

December   ... 

11    0                      10    6 

11    0 

10    0        10    6 

10          11 

The  following  table,  drawn  up  from  figures  contained  in  an 
article  in  the  "  Odesski  Listok/'  shows  the  quantities  carried 
coastwise  between  Odessa  and  other  Eussian  ports  from  1898-1900 
inclusive. 

The  drop  in  the  importation  of  goods  from  the  other  Black 
Sea  and  Azoff  ports  during  1900  is  attributable  to  the  very  bad 
harvest  in  the  Dnieper  districts,  which  supplied  much  less  grain 
than  usual. 


Quantity.                  ! 

Remarks. 

1898. 

1899.      i     1900. 

Tons. 

Tons.      1    Tons. 

Between  Odessa  and  other 

1 

porte  of  Black  Sea  and 
Sea  of  Aroff— 

Exports 

412,672 

412,672  i      .• 

Figures  for  1900  not 
obtained,  but  larger 
than  1899 

Importo 

1,499,160 

1,152,680  ,  726,400 

Between      Odessa      and 

' 

Baltic  ports- 

Exports          •  •         • . 

24,180 

26,986      82,240 

Imports 

•  • 

•  • 

About  27,404  tons  for 
the  three   yean  to- 

Between Odessa  and  Far 

1 

gether 

Eastern  ports— 

ExportA          •• 

88,831 

57,806  1    88,094 

In  view  of  the  enforcement  from  January  1,  1901,  of  the 
customs  tariff  at  Vladivostok  and  Nicolaievsk,  a  considerable 
increase  of  consignments  from  Odessa  is  looked  for,  and  many 
ocean  steamers  have  in  view  of  this  been  acquired  or  ordered  by 
steamship  companies. 

If  war  mateiial  be  excluded  the  quantity  of  imports  from 
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Far  Eastern  ports  exceeds  the  exports  from   Odessa  to   those 
ports. 

From  January  1,  1902,  a  uniform  rate  will  be  collected  on^^'^^T 
vessels  entering  and  leaving  Eussian  ports.  hSSbo^uei. 

1.  Tonnage  dues  will  be  levied  on  entering  and  leaving  vessels 
According  to  following  rules : — 

(a)  Dues  will  be  collected  at  the  rate  of  10  c.  per  ton  of  cargo 
carrying  capacity. 

(b)  Foreign  ships,  of  countries  which  have  no  treaties  of  trade 
and  navigation  with  Russia,  pay  2  r.  per  ton  carrying 
capacity.  In  case  the  shipping  dues  on  Eussian  ships  in 
the  above  countries  exceed  2  r.  per  ton  of  cargo  carrying 
capacity,  the  Finance  Minister  has  the  right  to  raise  the 
dues  on  ships  of  these  States. 

(c)  The  cargo  carrying  capacity  will  be  determined  from  the 
certiticate  of  mefiwaurement. 

(d)  Russian  vessels  which  trade  between  Eussian  ports  on 
different  seas  or  make  round  trips  between  Eussian  and 
foreign  ports  only  have  to  pay  shipping  dues  once  in  the 
season,  and  that  at  the  port  which  the  ship  first  visits  in 
the  season. 

(e)  Ships  which  go  abroad  or  come  from  abroad  have  to  pay 
shipping  dues  each  time  at  arrival  or  departure. 

(/)  The  following  are  exempt  from  shipping  dues : — War  and 
Government  vessels,  cableships  which  are  laying  or  taking 
up  cable,  Eussian  ships  engaged  in  coasting  trade  in  the 
same  sea,  and  inland  navigation  vessels;  Eussian  ships 
under  20  tons  cargo  carrying  capacity,  merchant  vessels 
.  not  entering  for  purposes  of  trade,  vessels  of  Eussian  yacht 
clubs,  vessels  navigating  the  Caspian  and  those  belonging 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Archangel  Government  and  used 
for  fishing  or  hunting. 

2.  Cargo  dues  will  be  levied  per  pood  on  goods  introduced  or 
exported  in  the  following  ports : — Asov,  Akkerman,  Anapa,  Arch- 
angel, Astrachan,  Baku,  Batum,  Berdiansk,  Varvarovskaya  Pristan, 
Windau,  Vladivostok,  Ghenichesk,  Eupatoria,  Yeisk,  Ismail,  Kertch, 
KiUa,  Krassnowodsk,  Libau,  Mariupol,  Narwa,  Nakhitchiwan, 
Nicolaiev,  Novorossisk,  Odessa,  Pernau,  Petrovsk,  Poti,  Eeval, 
Eeni,  Eiga,  Eostov  on  Don,  St.  Petersburg,  Sevastopol,  Suchum, 
Taganrog,  Temruk,  Cherson,  Yalta,  and  Theodosia,  also  in  the 
43tations  of  Guilowsk  and  Taman. 

Cargo  dues  (pood  tax)  on  goods  arriving  from  abroad  or  to  be 
shipped  thither  will  be  levied  as  follows : — J  c.  per  pood  on  grain, 
hay,  oats,  manure,  clay,  chalk,  lime,  sulphate  of  lime,  cement, 
alabaster,  stone  (with  the  exception  of  marble),  coal,  coke,  raw 
naphtha,  naphtha  residues,  ore,  dross  of  iron,  bricks,  salt,  and  fire 
wood ;  i  c.  per  pood  on  seeds  of  different  kinds,  flax,  hemp,  oakum, 
oilcake,  flour,  grit,  timber  (except  valuable  timber),  and  tar ;  1  c. 
en  all  other  goods. 

3.  Goods  transported  by  coasting  vessels  pay  one-third  of  above 
amounts. 
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4.  The  following  are  exempt  from  cargo  dues : — Goods  trans- 
ported within  the  limits  of  a  port ;  goods  belonging  to  the  Ministry 
of  War ;  coal,  stones,  and  salt  belonging  to  the  Military  Department 
and  transported  from  the  ports  in  the  south  to  the  Baltic. 

5.  The  pood  tax  will  be  taken  according  to  the  manifest,  with*- 
our.  checking  the  weights. 

The  ship  dues  and  pood  tax  will  be  levied  by  the  local  customs^ 
Of  the  receipts  40  per  cent,  will  be  handed  over  to  the  Imperial 
Exchequer,  and  60  per  cent,  will  be  put  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Harbour  Commission  of  the  Finance  Ministry. 
PenUnaulf         The   Eussian  Steam   Navigation  and  Trading  Company  are 
line.  examining  the  possibility  of  profitably  running  a  line  of  steamers 

to  the  Persian  Gulf. 

In  Februaiy  last  the  steamer  "  Kornilof  *'  (1,592  tons  net)  was 
sent  to  Bushire  and  Bunder  Abbas.  The  sailing  is  to  be  repeated 
in  this  month  (August)  and  again  later.  The  freight  for  cargo  is 
temporarily  fixed  at  20  c.  per  pood  (265.  per  ton).  After  a  third 
trial  voyage  a  report  will  be  made  to  the  Imperial  Government 
and  the  question  of  bounty  considered. 
Volunteer  The  Volunteer  Fleet  should  be  reinforced  in  the  month  of 

Pleet.  September  by  a  new  cruiser  the  "  Smolensk,"  built  in  Newcastle^ 

and  a  sister  ship  to  the  "  Moscow  "  and  "  Kherson.''  The  company 
is  meditating  the  opening  of  regular  lines  to  the  Cape  and 
Australia. 

During  the  year  1900  there  were  21  sailings  to  the  Far  East. 
The  following  extract  from  the  "  Odesski  Listok,"  of  April  27 
last,  shows  the  quantities  of  cargo  and  numbers  of  persons  trans- 
ported:— 
Actiyity  of  "  The  steauiers  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet  took  from  Odessa  to  the 

SiwI  d^*'  Far  East  22,962  tons  of  general  cargo  ond  ;54,435  tons  of  Gov-rn- 
1900.    '^^'^  ment  stores,  703  passengers,  332  officers,  45  officers'  wives  and 
children,  1(3,918  soldiers  and   recruits,  130   soldiers*  wives  and 
children,  4,806  emigrants,  and  438  convicts. 

"  They  brought  from  the  Far  East  30,090  tons  of  general  cargo 
and  500  tons  of  Government  stores,  206  passengers,  81  officers^ 
34  officers'  wives  and  children,  2,960  soldiers,  29  soldiers'  wives 
and  children.  Besides  this  the  steamers  *  Yaroslav '  and 
'Voronesh'  conveyed  to  Batoum  and  other  ports  20,971  rank 
and  file. 

"  Besides  the  above-mentioned,  703  passengers,  18,360  officers 

and  soldiers,  and   20,733  tons  of  caigo,  were  transported  from 

Odessa  to   Port  Arthur  and   Vladivostok   on   private  steamers 

chartered  by  the  Government  under  the  direction  of  the  Volunteer 

Fleet." 

Bussian  During  the  year  1900  all  the  vessels  reported  as  ordered  on 

Steam  pagg  10  of  my  report  "STo.  2522  Annual  Series  were  delivered. 

and  TnJding    ^^®  Company  have  taken  over  for  20  years  the  vessels  of  the 

Company.       "  Azov   Steamship    Company,"   consisting    of    four   steamers   of 

light  draught,   each   of  726   tons  net  register.      The  company 

have  also  started  the  two  river  steamers  that  ply  on  the  Biver 

Dnieper  as  high  as  Alexandrovsk. 
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The  prohibition  of  trade  in  foreign  bottoms  between  Eussian  Xr^de 
ports  is  now  enforced.  xSw!" 

The  following  table  shows  the   number  of    factories   regis-  J^'^I^J 
tered  in  Odessa  with  details  as  to  persons  employed  and  produc- 
tion : — 


Deaoription. 


Number  of — 


Sugar  refineries        •  • 
Tea  packing  .«         •• 
Slour  miUs  . . 
OilmiUs 
Tanneries 
Engineering . . 
Tobacco 

Soap 

Jute 

Bakeries 

Cork 

Tjrpo  and  Lithographic 

Tinnins 

Agricultural  machinerj 

Breweries 

Confectionery 

Conserfes     .  • 

Brick 

Bope  . .  .         •  • 

Wax  candles  •  • 

Bice 

Cream  of  tartar 

Furniture     •  • 

Sweets 

Bolt  and  nut  works  • 

Cigarette  paper 

Margarine    • . 

Gkis 

Cooperage    .. 


Factories.   Workmen. 


2 

9 
18 

6 
14 
12 

8 
13 

1 
22 

8 
86 

8 

6 

6 
10 

7 
15 


1,133 
976 
431 
802 
489 

2,118 
874 

'202 

1,100 
471 
998 
985 
710 
613 
293 
843 
220 

1,281 

253 

45 

9 

50 

872 

10^ 

120 

863 

26 

102 

268 


Value  of 
Manu- 
factures. 


Increase  or 
Beci'ease 
compared 
with  1899. 


£ 

1,640,425* 

1,099,035 

890,180 

267,750 

271,425 

228,270 

102,270 

180,305 

94,600 

122,220 

85,155 

78,645 

28,385 

81,165 

97,650 

60,605 

66,566 

42,420 

67,725 

41,005 

2,700 

49,770 

27,C90 

86,700 

62,500 

43,470 

8,075 

81,500 

26,850 


£ 

-  246,324 
+  125,060 

-  66,860 

-  68,426 
+  6,405 
+  26,637 

-  29,148 

-  8,766 

-  21,000 
+  8,296 

-  3,207 

-  8,258 

-  3,780 
+  15,865 

-  17,536 
+  2,205 

-  21,735 
+  10,185 

-  13,950 

-  60,296 
+  210 

-  20,580 

-  10,600 
+  7,075 
+  105 

-  80,135 

-  6,800 

-  10,600 


•  For  the  purpose  of  these  pouTcrsions  a  conventional  exohange  of  10  r.  *  1^.  It. 
or  9  r.  68  c.  *  U,  has  been  adopted. 

The  following  extract  from  a  private  letter  dated  the  end  Caterpillar 
of  August,  1901,  reporting  on  the  destruction  of  beet  crops  by  P«*fc  in 
caterpillars  will  be  read  with  interest : —  *  beetroot  crop. 

"  Whilst  in  Czerniatyn  I  witnessed  a  tremendous  misfortune. 
In  the  month  of  June  many  small  butterflies  could  be  seen  in  our 
neighbourhood.  The  caterpillar  (Botis  Sticticalis),  which  has  now 
(last  week)  been  produced  from  these  butterflies,  destroys  whole 
fields  of  sugar  beet  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days,  and  to  such 
an  extent  that  after  their  attack  not  a  leaf  remains  on  the  field. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  seen  this  caterpillar  in  such 
incredible  quantities  at  Czerniatyn.  There  are  also  there  Doctor 
Kudelka's  experimental  fields,  which  have  also  been  ruined.  On 
my  return  to  Kieff  I  learnt  that  the  same  caterpillar  is  destroying 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14 


ODESSA. 


Kilia  mouth 
of  the 
Danube. 


Dnie&ter. 


Kherson. 


even  more  fields  in  the  governments  of  KieflF  and  Podolia  than  in 
Volhynia.  In  the  Voronesh  government  the  beet  crops  have  been 
destroyed  to  such  an  extent  that  a  number  of  sugar  factories  (fi,g. 
Ertil)  are  closing  for  the  season.  I  have  received  a  report  from 
Podolia  that  my  beet  experimental  fields  have  been  spoilt.  If  this 
disaster  is  as  universal  as  is  reported,  I  can  only  expect  to  find 
some  10  per  cent,  of  my  beet  fields  unharmed." 

The  Kilia  mouths  of  the  Danube  have  been,  since  the  last 
Eusso-Turkish  War,  almost  entirely  in  Kussian  territory.  Al- 
though it  is  reckoned  (vide  Chambers'  Encyclopedia)  that  about 
two-thirds  of  the  Danube  water  passes  to  the  sea  by  the  Kilia 
branch,  none  of  the  mouths  of  the  secondary  delta  through  which 
it  discharges  are  naturally  navigable.  All  the  mouths  are  closed 
by  sand  bars  on  which  the  depth  is  small  and  variable.  The 
Ochakov  mouth  was  considered  the  best,  but  the  depth  of  water 
on  the  bar  often  does  not  exceed  3  or  4  feet. 

The  railway  communications  consist  only  of  a  single  line  of 
railway  to  Eeni,  so  that  the  'Eussian  towns,  Ismail,  Kilia»  and 
even  Wilkovo,  had  to  communicate  with  Odessa  and  other 
Eussian  towns  on  the  Black  Sea  by  boat  up  the  river  to  Eeni 
and  then  either  by  rail  from  Eeni  or  down  through  the  Sulina 
mouth  of  the  Danube. 

In  the  summer  of  1900  an  attempt  was  made  to  remedy  this  by 
dredging  a  passage  over  the  bar  of  the  Midnight  (Polunotchnoye 
Girlo)  Channel,  which  is  the  nearest  considerable  Channel  to  Odessa. 
The  channel  was  dredged  last  autumn  to  about  12  feet.  During 
the  winter  the  channel  silted  up,  but  dredging  was  begun  again 
this  spring,  and  in  the  middle  of  July  the  minimum  sounding  on 
the  bar  was  7^  feet. 

The  use  of  the  Midnight  Channel  is  forbidden  to  foreign  flags : 
a  passage  and  goods  service  under  the  Eussian  flag  has  been 
started  between  Odessa  and  Ismail.  A  tug  leaves  Odessa  twice 
a  week  and  enters  the  Danube  by  this  channel. 

The  shortening  of  the  water  distance  between  Odessa  and  the 
towns  on  the  Kilia  branch  i3  seen  to  be  considerable. 

In  my  last  year's  report  I  spoke  of  the  mouth  of  the  Dniester 
having  been  dredged  to  7  feet.  The  depth  has  (August)  silted  to 
4J  feet.  When  the  dredgers  can  be  spared  from  the  Midnight 
Channel  they  will  recommence  work  in  the  Dniester  mouth. 

The  town  of  Kherson  has  about  70,000  inhabitants.  Though 
the  capital  of  a  province  which  nearly  equals  Scotland  in  size,  it 
has  no  railway  connection  with  the  rest  of  Eussia.  The  Eiver 
Dnieper,  on  which  it  stands,  passes  over  shallow  sand  banks  into 
Dnieper  Bay,  a  large  piece  of  water  charted  as  having  a  depth  of 
from  23  to  11  feet. 

Attempts  were  made  to  make  Kherson  a  port  for  foreign  trade 
in  the  last  century.  The  river  was  regulated  to  a  certain  extent, 
but  it  was  allowed  to  silt  up  and  the  custom-house  finally  with- 
drawn in  1885. 

The  Evatch  Channel  has  now  been  dredged  to  16  or  17  feet 
and  Eussian  vessels  of  that  draught  have  passed  up  to  Kherson.    It 
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is  desired  that  a  channel  shonld  be  dredged  to  a  depth  of  20  feet 
from  the  sea,  but  this  would  mean  some  40  miles  of  channel  liable 
to  silt.  The  money  is  not  at  present  available  and  neither  Odessa 
nor  NioolaieiBF  are  likely  to  favour  the  scheme. 

According  to  the  charts  a  vessel  making  for  the  Bvatch 
•entrance  must  first  pass  over  some  4  miles  of  sand  and  mud 
with  a  depth  of  16  to  11  feet.  I  can  only  suppose  that  the 
bottom  is  so  soft  that  vessels  pass  without  being  stopped. 

A  scheme  for  increasing  the  loading  berths  in  Odessa  Harbour  Odew* 
And  improving  the  shelter  of  the  port  has  been  matured  by  the  '^•'l^^^^- 
Port  Oommittee  and  is  about  to  be  submitted  to  the  Imperial 
Oovemment. 

The  idea  is  to  continue  the  petroleum  mole  until  it  is  about 
double  its  present  length,  making  it  curve  in  a  S.S.E.  direction. 

By  some  it  is  thought  that  such  a  structure  would  cause  the 
harbour  to  be  more  easily  blocked  by  ice  than  at  present,  and  it  is 
suggested  that  the  new  port  oi^^ht  to  be  separated  from  the  old  so 
that  a  current  may  flow  througn. 

There  will  probably  be  ample  time  for  reflection  on  this  point 
for  the  works  require  money,  and  money  is  difficult  to  obtain 
just  now. 

In- 1898  the  Russian  Government,  on  closing  Sevastopol  as  a  New  dock, 
mercantile  port,  expropriated  the  Eussian  Steam  Navigation 
Company's  docks,  giving  the  company  in  exchange  a  large  piece 
ot  ground  in  Odessa  Harbour.  On  examination  the  ground  proved 
unsuitable  for  the  construction  of  a  graving  dock,  being  too  rotten 
to  bear  such  a  weight.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  construct  a 
basin  and  provide  a  floating  dock.  This  has  been  done,  and  the 
-dock  is  under  construction  at  Fiume  and  is  to  be  delivered  at 
Odessa  in  September. 

The  contract  price  at  Fiume  is  understood  to  be  above  60,000/.,    • 
«nd  it  will  be  possible  to  dock  vessels  of  6,000  to  7,000  tons 
-capacity. 

The  dock  is  of  the  following  dimensions  : — 


Total  length j  Feet 

Breadth  over  aU        |      „ 

Clear  breadth  between  side  walls   . .         . .         • .  |       „ 
Maximum  lifting  power  of  the  seven  pontoons    . .    Tons 
One  part  consiotrng  of  four  pontoons    .  .^         • .  I       „ 
„  „  three  pontoons  . .         .  •  I      „ 


881 

80 

68 

4,800 

2,740 

2,060 


When  the  dock  is  immersed  the  total  depth  above  the  keel 
block  will  be  19  feet  8  inches. 

Every  now  and  then  a  case  comes  to  my  notice  in  which  Value  of 
British  merchants  incur  losses  or  miss  profits  through  want  of  the  ^,^^^^' 
information  which  apparently  is  only  to  be  acquired  by  personal 
visit  or  by  sending  a  well-informed  representative  to  the  spot. 
Losses  are  incurred  through  credit  being  given  to  firms  which 
personal  inquiry  in  the  town  and  personal  intercourse  would  show 
to  be  unreliable.    Profits  are  missed  through  merchants  not  learning 
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at  first  hand  (or  through  a  traveller)  what  are  the  articles  sold  ii> 
a  place  which  they  can  supply  better  either  in  price  or  quality. 
The  other  day  a  British  merchant  was  at  Odessa  and  visited  th» 
shops  which  dealt  in  the  wares  which  interested  him.  At  one 
shop  he  found  an  article  of  British  manufacture  being  sold,  which^ 
said  the  shopman,  could  be  sold  in  quantity  were  the  price  only 
not  so  high.  The  price  was  indeed  abnormal.  The  shop  had 
begun  to  buy  the  commodity  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  early 
nineties  at  the  time  of  an  artificial  and  momentary  rise  in  price. 
The  agent  employed  had  continued  ever  since  to  supply  the  article* 
at  top  prices.  The  merchant  now  reaps  the  advantage  of  his. 
investigations. 

KiSFF. 


General 
remarks. 
Financial 
crisis. 


Foreign  loan 
and  foreign  ^ 
capital. 


Oondilion  of 
•grionlture. 


Mr.  Consul  H.  P.  Smith  reports  as  follows : — 

The  year  1900  suffered  from  the  acute  financial  crisis  of  1899,. 
and  the  stagnation  in  financial  n&tters  may  be  said  to  have 
assumed  a  chronic  state.  The  failure  of  so  many  well-known 
industrial  undertakings  caused  a  general  depression  on  the  share 
market,  and  this  in  turn  affected  the  position  of  the  joint  stock 
banks  as  well  as  the  paper  of  many  concerns  hitherto  considered 
as  reliable  investments.  Although  the  Imperial  consols  only 
showed  a  drop  of  from  4  to  5  per  cent.,  the  bonds  of  the  Agra 
Bank  and  of  most  of  the  credit  institutions  fell  from  10  to  15  per 
cent.  It  is  no  wonder  therefore  if  money  was  not  obtainable 
under  any  conditions,  as  the  banks  had  no  cash  to  enable  them  to 
discount  bills,  or  to  make  the  usual  trade  advances.  In  addition  to 
the  tightness  of  the  money  market  and  the  inability  of  the  joint 
stock  banks  to  atford  any  assistance,  there  was  a  general  quietness 
in  most  of  the  industrial  branches  of  trade.  No  doubt  the 
political  outlook  of  the  country  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the 
unfavourable  financial  condition  ;  the  trouble  in  China  was  drain- 
ing the  available  resources  of  the  country  at  a  time  when  she  was 
little  able  to  replenish  her  coffers.  Then  the  joint  stock  banks, 
began  to  show  the  results  of  their  reckless  backing-up  of  inflated 
speculative  and  over-capitalised  companies  during  the  three  or 
four  years  preceding  the  crash  of  1899. 

Although  the  Minister  of  Finance  had  stated  during  October 
that  the  Eussian  Government  had  no  intention  of  floating  a 
foreign  loan,  the  general  opinion  in  financial  circles  was  that  under 
the  then  existing  state  of  the  money  market  a  loan  was  absolutely 
necessary,  and  subsequent  events  proved  that  the  opinion  of  the 
"man  in  the  street"  was  based  upon  legitimate  grounds.  The 
flotation  of  a  loan,  however,  would  not  provide  available  funds 
to  supply  the  needs  of  the  joint  stock  banks  or  the  requirements 
of  the  industrial  undertakings  of  Kussia.  This  aid  could  only  be 
obtained  through  the  medium  of  foreign  capital. 

The  year  1900  opened  with  fairly  good  prices  for  cereals, 
wheat  fetching  75  c.  per  pood  (2l5.  Id.  per  quarter)  and  rye  55  c* 
per  pood  (15«.  5d.  per  quarter),  and  with  little  or  no  variation 
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these  prices  held  good  until  June.  The  cer^^inty  then  of  an 
unsatisfactory  harvest  caused  prices  to  advance,  and  wheat  was 
selling  at  80  c.  per  pood  (225.  5d,  per  quarter),  and  rye  58  c.  per 
pood  (16&  3d,  per  quarter).  In  August  wheat  had  gone  up  to  90  c. 
per  pood  (25s.  2d.  per  quarter),  and  this  price  practically  ruled 
until  the  close  of  the  year.  The  demand  was  chiefly  for  milling 
purposes,  and  the  price  of  flour  was  kept  from  advancing  in  pro- 
portion to  the  rise  in  wheat,  owing  to  the  millers  of  northern 
liussia — thanks  to  the  good  harvest  and  low  prices  of  cereals 
in  their  districts — having  been  able  to  send  their  flour  southwards 
and  to  keenly  compete  with  the  millers  of  the  south.  Notwith- 
standing this  competition  the  milling  industry  showed  a  good 
result  on  the  year's  working,  and  there  was  a  profit  of  from  8  to 
10  c.  (28.  3d.  to  2*.  lOd.  per  quarter)  on  the  wheat  ground. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  harvest  there  was  practically  no  Kiport  of 
export  of  grain  from  the  south-western  provinces  during  1900.  cereals, 
fortunately  this  condition  did  not  apply  to  Russia's  exports  of 
cereals,  which  showed  an  increase  in  value  as  against  1899  of 
something  like  45,000,000  r.  (4,736,842/.).  The  quantity  is  given 
as  being  418,000,000  poods  (6,741.935  tons),  of  a  value  of 
305,000,000  r.  (32,105,263/.).  This  sum  represents  about  44  per 
cent,  of  Russia's  total  exports  (the  total  value  for  the  sake  of 
comparison  will  be  found  further  on),  and  if  we  add  the  value  of 
the  following  exports : — 


Articles. 


Value. 


Batter 

Egjrs 

Beet-BUf;ar 

Flax  and  other  oil-seeds 

Flax 

Hemp . . 
Bran    •• 


Currency. 


Houbles. 
13,500.000 
31.000,000 
16,000,000 
36,000,000 
49,000,000 
9,500,000 
15,000,000 


Sterlitig. 


£ 
1,421,052 
3,263,157 
1,684,210 
3,789,473 
5,157,894 
1,000,000 
1,578,947 


we  find  that  the  agricultural  produce  of  Eussia  accounts  for 
475,000,000  r.  (50,000,000/.)  of  her  exports,  or  say  69  per  cent, 
of  the  total.  These  figures  clearly  show  that  Kussia  is  practically 
an  agricultural  country  and  likely  to  remain  so  for  several 
generations. 

According  to  the  figures  in  my  possession  I  find  that  the  Exports  and 
exports  for  1900  represented  688,000,000  r.  (72,421,052/.),  anin^pons. 
increase  when  compared  with  1899  of  87,000,000  r.  (9,157,894/.), 
while  the  imports  represented  572,000,000  r.  (60,210,525/.),  a 
decrease  when  compared  with  1899  of  22,000,000  r.  (2,315,789/.). 
thus  showing  a  trading  balance  of  116,000.000  r.  (12,210,526/.) 
in  favour  of  Ku8sia.  Thus  there  is  a  return  to  the  favourable 
c9nditions  of  trading  existing  previous  to  1899,  when  there  was 
(893)  B 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18 


KIEFF. 


Imports  of 
foreign  coal. 


United 
Kingdom's 
trade  with 
Russia. 


only  a  balance  of^  7,000,000  r.  (736,842/.)  to  the  good  between 
exports  and  imports. 

In  imports  tliere  was  a  considerable  increase  in  coal  and  coke, 
which  together  amounted  to  42,500,000  r.  (4,473,684/.),  as  against 
:^0,500,000  r.  (3,210,526/.)  in  1899.  A  considerable  quantity  of 
imported  coals  was  brought  into  this  Consular  district  by  the 
South- Western  State  Eailway,  the  greater  portion  of  which  was 
of  Welsh  origin  and  the  remainder  from  Silesia.  The  Eussian 
collieries  being  quite  unable  to  cope  with  the  home  demand,  the 
State  Eailways  were  allowed  to  import  coal  duty  free,  an  exemp- 
tion which  only  held  good  until  July  1,  1901  (o.s.),  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  Welsh  coal  holds  the  first  place  and  is 
exclusively  used  by  the  locomotives  of  the  fast  passenger  trains. 

Germany  is  ] Russia's  best  customer,  having  supplied  her  during 
1900  with  iron,  agricultural  and  geueral  machinery,  &c.,  to  the 
amount  of  215,500,000  r.  (22,684,210/.)  taking  in  return  gmin  and 
other  products  i-epresenting  187,500,000  r.  (19,736,842/.).  The 
United  Kingdom  comes  next  supplying  ])ractically  the  same  class 
of  goods  as  her  more  successful  rival  to  the  value  of  128,000,000  r. 
(13,473,684/.),  but  taking  in  return  liussian  products  for  the  sum 
of  145,500,000  r.  (15,315,789/.),  while  Austria-Hungary  and  France 
together  only  accounted  for  57,000,000  r.  (6,000,000/.)  of  Kussia's 
exports  and  31,000,000  r.  (3,263,158/.)  of  her  imports.  It  is  not 
at  all  satisfactory  to  gather  from  the  above  figures  that  the  United 
Kingdom  cannot  hold  her  own  in  supplying  the  Russian  market 
with  agricultural  and  general  machinery,  &c.,  but  is  now  out- 
stripped by  Germany,  who  supplies  about  50  per  cent,  more  of 
Russia's  industrial  trade  than  the  United  Kingdom. 

In  the  agricultural  machinery  trade  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
Germany  supplies  95  per  cent,  of  Russia's  imports,  so  far  as 
single  and  multiple  ploughs,  row  drills,  broadcast  seeders,  hand 
and  horse  thrashing  machines,  &c.,  are  concerned.  In  mowers, 
reapers,  self-binding  harvesters,  horse  rakes,  and  Manila  binder 
twine,  the  import  trade  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  American 
manufacturers.  The  United  Kingdom  formerly  monopolised  the 
trade  in  steam  thrashing  machinery  but  has  now  to  face  a  very 
serious  competition  from  German  makers.  The  superiority  of 
the  "sets"  supplied  by  the  British  manufacturers  is  generally 
acknowledged,  but  it  is  hard  for  them  to  compete  against  German 
methods  of  "dumping  down"  sets  on  consignment  to  the  various 
Agricultural  District  Societies,  and  then  agreeing  to  conditions 
of  payments  extending  over  four  harvests.  But  on  the  other 
hand  one  cannot  blame  the  farmer  for  buying  a  German  made  set 
upon  such  conditions  even  although  he  knows  that  the  article  he 
is  buying  is  somewhat  inferior  to  the  British  set  offered  him.  The 
competition  of  the  Hungarian  Staatsbahn,  of  Budapest,  in  steam 
thrashing  sets  is  certainly  less  acute  than  when  they  first  invaded 
the  markets  of  Soutliem  Rus.^ia  some  six  years  ago.  Possibly 
they  have  discovered  that  selling  "  sets  "  to  all  and  sundry  on  long 
terms  of  payment  is  not  quite  so  remunerative  as  they  expected. 
In  electrical  machinery  Germany  has  the  monopoly  of  the  Russian 
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market,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  her  manufactures  are  worthy 
of  the  immense  trade  she  now  does  in  this  branch.  In  the  City 
of  KieflF  all  the  principal  German  firms  have  their  own  offices 
with  a  complete  staff  of  electrical  engineers.  The  Black  Sea 
Engineering  Company,  of  Nicolaieff,  are  also  competing  for  a  share 
of  the  trade  in  steam  thrashing  machinery.  In  this  district  they 
are  offering  portable  engines  of  their  own  manufacture,  and  when 
complete  "sets"  are  required  they  supply  thrashing  machines  . 
made  by  one  of  the  best  known  Lincoln  firms.  Although  the 
above  company  advertise  their  portable  engines  as  being  more 
powerful  and  better  constructed  than  those  made  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  British  manufacturer  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  his  type  of  engine  has  been  used  as  a  pattern  and  copied  in 
almost  every  detail. 

The  committee's  report  of  the  business  done  on  'Change  for  the  Operations  im 
jives  the  following  volume  and  value : —         .  ^*^  ^*^^ 


year  gives 


Exchange. 


Articlee. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Sugar 

Agricultural  produce  .. 
Sundries           •  •         •  • 
Shares,  &o 

Total     .. 

Poods.            Tons. 
50,673,216        817,310 
11,070,758    :    178,660 

Roubles. 

161,449,663 

8,893,792 

44,114 

430,861 

£ 

16,994,701 

936,188 

4,643 

46,353 

•  •                    •  • 

170,818,420       17,980,885 

These  figures  when  compared  with  1899  show  an  increase 
under  sugar  and  a  decrease  in  agricultural  products.  There  was 
also  a  decrease  in  shares,  Ac,  of  1,432,421  r.  (150,781i).  The 
drop  in  the  volume  of  agricultural  products  was  due  to  the  failure 
of  the  harvest  of  this  district,  while  the  decline  in  the  amount 
under  shares,  &c.,  was  due  to  the  financial  crisis  and  the  absence  of 
money  involved  thereby,  which  in  turn  brought  down  the  value  of 
all  securities. 

The  returns  for  1899  show  that  the  receipts  from  the  State  gt^te 
control   of   the   spirit  trade  in  the  Kieff  district    represented  monopoly  of 
17,568  393    r.    (1,849,304/.),    while     the    expenditure     equalled  <^^««P>rit 
4,852,567  r.  (510,795/.),  and  if  the  excise  duty  of  9,980,476  r.  *'"'^*'- 
(1,050,576/.)  is  added  there  still  remains  a  clear  profit  upon  trad- 
ing of  2,735,349  r.  (287,930/.).    The  number  of  bottles  used  came 
to  the  respectable  total  of  63,058,625. 

From  the  latest  published  statistics  of  the  coal  industry  the  q^^ 
following  fibres,  giving  the  production  for  the  last  five  years,  industry, 
will  be  found  interesting,  as  showing  not  only  the  importance  of 
the  coal  industry  in   Eussia,  but  also  the  steady  increase  in 
production ; — 
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Yt^r.  I  Quantity. 

I             Poodfl.  ;  Tons. 

1896        569,472,709  9,185,043 

1897        679,971,187  1  10,967,277 

1898        746,708,887  I  12,043,691 

1899        840,678,639  |  13,567,720 

1900        985,192,345  i  15,890,199 


In  other  words,  there  has  been  an  increase  during  the  above 
period  of  415,719,636  poods  (6,705,156  tons),  or  say  73  per  cent, 
and  of  this  quantity  the  mines  of  Southern  Russia  show  an 
increase  of  379,706,559  poods  (6,124,299  tons),  or  say  122  per 
cent,  over  their  former  production.  Notwithstanding  the  above 
increase  of  home  production,  during  the  same  period  there  was  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  quantity  of  foreign  coal  imported 
into  the  country,  the  figures  being  as  follows : — 


Year. 


Quantitj. 


I  Poods. 

1896        i  152,005,319 

1897         i  163.748.600 

1898        193,628,200 


1899 
1900 


286,938,000 
287,457,800 


Tons. 
2,451,699 
2,641,106 
3,123,035 
4,628,032 
4,636,416 


Under  the  head  of  imports  of  foreign  coal*  I  have  already 
stated  that  there  was  a  considerable  quantity  brought  into  this 
Consular  district. 
Jute  sacks:  In  order  to  control  the  jute  sack  trade  the .  Kussian  manufac- 

^^"^Hi^t^  turers  have  formed  a  syndicate  to  keep  up  prices,  and  by  allotting 
Srotrol  prices.  ^  ^^^^  factory  certain  districts  to  keep  down  the  cost  of  transport 
to  the  lowest  minimum.  The  immediate  result  of  this  for- 
mation was  an  advance  of  about  30  per  cent,  in  prices. 
Naturally  the  consumers  are  greatly  incensed  at  the  object  of 
the  syndicate,  and  have  not  been  placing  their  orders  to  anything 
like  the  exteut  they  formerly  did.  The  sugar  trade  alone  uses 
about  9,000,000  sacks  per  annum,  the  size  being  28  by  42  inches, 
weighing  37i  poods  (1,354  lbs.)  per  1,000,  or  say  21^  ozs.  each, 
and  the  price  was  raised  from  23^  c.  (5*85d)  to  30  c.  (7  58d.)  each, 
and  there  now  being  no  competition  between  tihe  home  manu- 
facturers the  consumer  has  no  alternative  but  to  pay  the  increased 
prica  There  is  a  faint  hope  that  the  syndicate  may  break  up, 
or  that  the  Minister  of  Finance  may  see  fit  to  counteract  the 
object  of  the  syndicate  by  reducing  the  import  duty  upon  jute 
slacks  of  3  r.  90  c.  per  pood  or  1/.  5s.  5d.  per  cwt,  or  to  grant  a 
drawback  upon  all  Bussian  made  sacks  used  for  the  exportation 
of  sugar  equal  to  the  import  duty  upon  the  raw  juta    About 

•  See  p.  ]9. 
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15  years  «^o  most  of  the  jute  goods  used  in  Kussia  were  of 
British  manufacture  although  largely  supplied  through  Hamburir 
iinns,  and,  providing  the  prices  in  Dundee  and  other  jute  centres 
can  atand  the  import  duty  above-mentioned,  the  present  state  of 
the  trade  in  Bussia  might  enable  them  to  come  within  the  lines 
of  competition.  It  must  be  kept  in  view  that  in  addition  to  the 
quantity  of  sacks.used  for  sugar  the  flour  and  grain  ti'ades  annually 
require  an  immeni^e  quantity  of  skcks.   . 

According  to  the  "  Trading  and  Industrial  Gazette,"  the  export  Kuwian  ef^ 
of  eggs  may  be  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  progressive  on  the  for  the  British 
Russian  export  list.  The  number  of  eggs  exported  in  190G  was  ™*'"*- 
1,780,000,000  representing  31,552,000  r.  (3,321,263Z.).  Notwith- 
standing the  rapid  strides  made  annually  in  the  expansion  of  this 
trade  it  would  seem  that  it  is  not  yet  on  a  proper  basis  on  this 
side  owing  to  the  number  of  middlemen  interested  between  the 
producer  and  the  wholesale  buyer  in  the  United  Kingdom.  It 
has  been  suggested,  that  instead  of  the  four  or  five  middlemen,  the 
farmers  and  peasants  should  adopt  some  scheme  of  co-operation 
in  order  to  get  into  closer  touch  with  the  buying  agent  abroad. 
Mr.  Tatistcheflf,  the  representative  in  London  of  the  Russian 
Minister  of  Finance,  is  said  to  concur  in  the  above  suggestion 
made  by  one  or  two  of  the  larger  importers  of  eggs  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  suggests  that  the  matter  should  be  taken  in  hand 
by  one  of  the  Russian  agricultural  societies,  whose  mission  would 
be  to  teach  the  poultiy-keeper  how  to  sort  and  pack  the  eggs  in 
boxes  of  standard  sizes,  and  to  see  that  strict  attention  is  paid  to 
the  eggs  being  fresh  and  clean.  Such  a  society  should  then  get 
into  direct  touch  with  the  large  British  buyers,  who  would  arrange 
for  credits  being  opened  to  cover  advances  for  eggs  bought  on 
their  account. 

Judging  from  the  following  figures  we  find  that,  so  far  as  grain  R«Mia'» 
is  concerned,  the  United  Kingdom  is  practically  as  good  a  customer  H^^  ^  ^j^^ 
to  Russia  as  Germany.     In  1898  the  grain  exported  to  Germany  United 
represented  87,586,000  poods  (1,412,677  tons),  and  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
Kingdom  86,818,000  poods  (1,400,290  tons).     In  1899  Germany 
accounted  for  74,586,000  poods  (1,203,000  tons),  and  the  United 
Kingdom  for  69,743,000  poods  (1,124,887  tons) ;  and  for  10  months 
in  1900  the  figures  were,  to  Germany  80,484,000  poods  (1,298,129 
tons),  and  to  the  United  Kingdom  78,378,000  poods  (1,264,161 
tons).     But  when  we  take  other  food  products,  &c.,  we  find  that 
the  United  Kingdom  during  the  past  12  years  has  greatly  fallen 
off'  and  Germany  become  the  better  customer.    In  1888  the  United 
Kingdom  accounted  for  286,400,000  r.  (3,014,736/.)  of  Russians 
exports,  but  in  1898  this  had  dwindled  down  to  139,900,000  r. 
(14,726,316t),   to  129,200,000  r.  (13,600,000/.)  in   1899,  and  to 
123,300,000  r.  (12,978,000/.)  for  10  months  in  1900. 

The  "campaign"  of  1899-1900  with  268  factories  in  opera- ^«><^»<^ion  of 
tion  gaVe  an  actual  production  of  48,701,982  poods  (785,516  tons)  g^*^* 
of  sugar;  and  to  this  quantity  it  is  necessary  to  add  the  balance  on  ""^"'" 
hand  from  the  previous  "campaign"  of  3,119,590  poods  (50,316 
tons),  thus  giving  an  available  total  of  51,821,572  poods  (8.35,832 
tons),  which  was  allotted  as  follows : — 
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•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Quantitj. 

Home  consumption   . . 
Infiolable  leserre 
Voluntary  reserre     •• 

Poodn. 

36,392,490 

2,638,882 

12,890,200 

Ton». 
686,976 

40,960 
207,906 

Total 

61,821,672 

886,882 

In  my  report  for  1899*  I  gave  the  approximate  quantity  as 
53,412,686  poods  (861,495  tons).  Of  the  above  quantity  of 
12,890,200  poods  (207,906  tons)  under  voluntary  reserve 
11,562,884  poods  (186,498  tons),  made  up  of  2,389,357  poods 
(38,538  tons)  of  refined,  8,885.636  poods  (143,317  tons)  of  white 
crystals,  and  287,891  poods  (4,643  tons)  of  yellow  sugar  was 
exported.  Persia  and  China  accounted  for  over  3,000,000  poods 
(48,387  tons),  Finland  took  2,500,000  poods  (40,322  tons),  and  the 
rest  found  its  way  to  Western  Europe— principally  to  Italy,  then 
follows  Turkey,  Servia,  Eoumania,  Bulgaria,  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  as  customers  for  Eussian  sugar. 

The  "campaign"  of  1900-01,  with  272  factories  in  operar 
tion,  is  officially  given  as  yielding  approximately  48,742,849 
poods  (786,175  tons)  of  sugar,  and  to  this  must  be  added  the 
"  reserves "  from  the  previous  "  campaign "  of  6,230,704  poods 
(84,366  tons),  thus  giving  an  approximate  available  total  of 
53,973,553  poods  (870,541  tons).  The  disposal  of  this  quantity 
will  practically  be  as  follows : — 


Quantity. 

Home  conbuxnption « 

InTiolable  reserre 

Voluntary   reserve    for   export    to    Asia, 
Finland,  and  Europe        

Poods. 

88,000,000 

3,600,000 

12,478,653 

Tons. 

612,908 

66,461 

201,186 

Total 

68,978,658 

870,640 

Quantitj  of 
beetroot  used 
in  production 
of  sugar. 


The  quantity  of  beetroot  used  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar 
("campaign"  1900-01)  was  393,101,605  poods  (6,340,348  tons), 
the  area  under  cultivation  being  480,797  dessiatines  (1,322,191} 
acres),  thus  showing  a  yield  of  817  poods  to  the  dessiatine,  or 
96  cwts.  to  the  acre.  In  comparison  with  the  previous  "  campaign  "f 
these  figures  show  a  decrease  of  53,996,570  poods  (870,912  tons)  of 
roots,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  was  an  increase  in  the 
area  under  cultivation  of  40,310  dessiatines  (110,852^  acres). 

•  Annual  Series  No.  2522,  p.  20. 

t  Of  the  area  then  given  of  460,682  dessiatines  (1,266,875  acres)  (Annual 
Series  No.  2622,  p.  21),  20,195  dessiatines  (65,636  acres)  were  spoiled,  thus  leaving 
440,487  dessiatines  (1,211,839  acres),  and  the  actual  quantity  of  roots  used  waa 
447,098,175  poods  (7,211,260  tons). 
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The  average  price  upon  the  Kieff  market  during  the  year  1900  Average  price 
for  home  eoirsumption  and  for  prompt  delivery  was  4  r.  37  c.  per  of  sugai*  upon 
pood  (28/.  10s.  4d.  per  ton),  with  delivery  at  nearest  railway  *?|^^^^^  ^'^^ 
station,  and  for  export  with  same  delivery  the  price  was  markets. 
1  r.  37  c.  per  pood  (8/.  18s.  lOrf.  per  ton).  There  was  consider- 
able variation  in  price  during  the  year,  and  the  boundaiy  prices 
fixed  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  of  4  r.  45  c.  per  pood  (29/.  Os,  lOd. 
per  ton)  from  September  1/14  to  December  31,  1899,  and  of 
4  r.  60  c.  per  pood  (30/.  Os.  Sd.  per  ton)  from  January  1/14  to 
September  1/14,  1900,  having  been  exceeded  during  July  and 
August,  the  Minister  of  Finance  authorised  1,000,000^  poods 
(16,129  tons)  of  the  in\iolable  reserve  being  put  upon  the  home 
market,  and  this  step  had  the  desired  eifect  of  bringing  the  prices 
within  the  fixed  boundary.  The  average  price  upon  the  London 
market  for  the  same  sugar  was  11/.  lis.  per  ton,  or  say  IJr/.  per  lb., 
as  against  3d.  per  lb.  upon  the  Kussian  market.  The  annexed 
diagrams  A  and  B,  compiled  by  the  Russian  Association  of  Sugar 
Manufacturers,  shows  : — A.  The  maximum  and  minimum  price  lor 
last  year  of  sand  sugar  upon  the  London  market  and  "  for  export " 
on  the  KiefiF  market,  and  is  a  continuation  of  the  one  accom- 
panying my  last  report ;  and  on  B  the  total  production  of  sugar 
from  the  "campaigns"  of  1884-85  to  1899-1900  in  comparison 
with  the  quantity  put  upon  the  home  market.  One  sees  at  a 
glance  the  great  advance  in  production  during  the  last  16  years, 
rising  from  21,000,000  poods  (338,709  tons)  in  1884-85  to 
48,000,000  poods  (774,19.'}  tons)  in  1899-1900,  or  an  increase 
of  129  per  cent.  There  has  been  an  equivalent  increase  in  the 
quantity  consumed,  or,  at  least,  put  upon  the  home  market,  rising 
from  19,500,000  poods  (314,516  tons)  in  1884-85  to  36,000,000 
poods  (580,645  tons)  in  1899-1900,  or  an  increase  of  84^  per  cent. 
If  the  population  of  Kussia  is  taken  as  being  130,000,000  the 
consumption  of  sugar  would  therefore  show  a  margin  over  10  lbs. 
per  head,  or  an  increase  of  about  IJ  lbs.  per  head  since  I  last 
touched  upon  this  point.*  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  noted 
that  the  production  exceeds  the  consumption  by  12,000,000  poods  . 
(193,548  tons),  or  33^  per  cent. 

The  following  figures  of  the  sugar  exported  by  Eussia  for  the  Bxports  of 
five  years  1895-99,  are  taken  from  the   report  of  the  Eussiau  ■'^sar. 
Association  of  Sugar  Manufacturers  and  are  interesting  in  so  far  as 
showing  her  principal  customers : — 


•  Annual  Series  No.  1980,  p.  17. 
(893)  B  4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


24 


KIKFF. 


Quantity. 

Country. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897.      1      1898. 

1899. 

Italy 

United  Kingdom  . , 

Persia 

Finland       .. 

China          ., 

AfghHnistan 

Japan 

Tons. 
36,502 
13,262f 
28,396 
617 

lis 

•  • 

•  • 

Tons. 

58,054 

80,394 

81,121 

2,474 

145 

64 

65 

Tons. 

28,472 

11,526 

38,000 

19,590 

272 

17 

19^ 

Tons. 

21,500 

4,594 

34,637 

24,853 

113 

77 

88i 

Tons. 
18,463 

5,194    , 

40,428 

29,407* 

203 

140 

12 

Total     .. 
„     exported  . . 

78,890} 
91,716 

172,317 
219,8Q4 

97,8951 
131,400 

85,8621 
117,W3 

0d,847i 
125,102 

Russia  desires 
a  larger  share 
•f  the 
United 
Kingdom's 
saf:ar  trade. 


Total 

production, 
ko.y  of  beet 
sugar  in 
Europe. 


Thei^e  seems  to  be  a  sincere  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Russian 
Ministry  of  Finance  to  get  into  closer  touch  with  the  United 
Kingdom  as  a  market  for  the  sugar  exported  from  Russia.  From 
the  correspondence  on  this  subject  I  find  that  the  requirements  of 
the  British  market  were  clearly  put  before  the  Minister  of  Finance 
by  Mr.  Czarnikow,  of  London,  an  authority  in  the  trade.  This 
communication  was  in  tarn  sent  on  to  the  Association  of 
Sugar  Manufacturers  liere,  who,  in  replying,  wrote  that  the 
Russian  manufacturers  (with  the  single  exception  of  the  sugar  for 
the  Persian  trade)  did  not  make  their  sugar  for  any  special  market, 
and  that  the  same  system  of  packing  the  sugar  was  used  when 
exporting  to  Turkey,  China,  Italy,  &c.,  as  for  the  home  trade,  viz., 
in  sacks  containing  6  poods  (216J  lbs.)  net,  but  they  had  no 
objection  to  marking  the  sacks  with  the  equivalent  of  6  poods 
in  kilos.  They  further  pointed  out  that  neither  France,  Germany 
or  Austria-Hungary  conformed  to  the  British  system  of  weights, 
although  the  manufacturers  of  these  countries — on  the  strength  of 
the  bounties  granted  by  their  respective  Governments — had  an 
inducement  to  prepare  their  sugar  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Loudon  market.  On  these  grounds  the  Association 
did  not  see  the  necessity  of  recommending  cube  sugar  being  packed 
in  cases  coutaiuing  1  cwt.  or  of  granulated  sugar  in  sacks  of  2  cwts. 
of  net  weight.  There  is  little  to  choose  l)etween  the  Russian  and 
British  system  of  weights  and  measures,  both  are  equally  confusing 
to  the  foreigner.  The  average  Briton  knows  just  as  much  about 
the  Russian  "  pood"  (36 J  lbs.  avoir.)  as  the  average  Russian  knows 
about  the  British  "  cwt."  The  metric  system  having  been  adopted 
by  Russia,  her  weights  and  measures  will  thus  be  brought  into  touch 
with  the  other  nations  of  the  Continent,  and  it  would  be  a  blessing 
to  these  same  nations  if  the  United  Kingdom  could  see  her  way 
to  follow  suit. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  factories,  their  pro- 
duction, area  under  cultivation,  yield  of  roots  per  acre,  &c.,  for  the 
"  campaign  "  of  1 900-0 1  :— 
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Countrj, 

Number 

of 
Factories. 

Area 

under 

CulUva- 

tion. 

Used. 

QuanUtj 

of 

Sugar 

Produced. 

Yield  of 

Boots  per 

Acre. 

Yield  of 

Smear  per 

Acre. 

Peraentaffe 

toWdSt 
of  Beet. 

Germany 

France     

BiuaU     

AuBtria-HaaffarT 
Belgiam  .^       ... 

Holland 

Sweden    

Denmark 

896 

884 

274 

218 

106 

82 

16 

7 

Acies. 

1,111,4011 

098,518 

1,822,191 

865,219 

178,884} 

115,088 

72,686} 

86,266 

Ton*. 

12,677.879 

8,806,881 

6,840,848^ 

7;288,819 

2,422.290 

1,204,921 

851,840^ 

898,548 

Tons. 

1,681.116 

989,410 

786,176 

942.066 

288,709 

148.840 

96,211 

44.274 

Cwts. 

228 
288 
96 
170 
277 
209 
284i 
223 

Cwts. 
30 
26| 

U» 

82t 
26 

18-2 
11-8 
12-8 
12-9 
11-7 
12*8 
11*5 
11 -2 

Tolal    

„    1899-1900 

1,877 
1,886 

4,888,6401 
4,107,462 

89,486,477    4,928,800 
89,188,740    4,686,098 

Z 

•- 

•  M 

From  the  foregoinp;  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  Russia  in 
relation  to  the  other  beetroot-producing  countries  of  Europe 
(1)  has  the  largest  area  under  cultivation ;  (2)  stands  third 
in  number  of  factories;  (3)  stands  fourth  in  the  quantity  of 
roots  used  and  of  sugar  produced ;  (4)  stands  lowest  in  the  yield 
of  roots  and  sugar ;  and  (5)  stands  third  in  the  percentage  of  sugar 
to  the  weight  of  beet 

NiCOLAIEFF. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Woodhouse  reports  as  follows : — 

The  commerce  of  NicolaieflF  during  the  year  1900,  as  gauged  by  Gnun  trade. 
its  mainstay,  the  export  of  grain,  which,  according  to  Annex  A, 
was  less  by  50,667  tons  than  in  1899,  proved  the  worst  on 
record  for  the  last  10  years,  with  the  exception  of  the  memorable 
"  Prohibition  Year "  of  1892,  when  the  small  amount  of  cereals 
shipped  for  abroad  was  entirely  due  to  the  discontinuance  of  the 
exportation  of  grain,  as  ordered  by  the  Government,  in  consequence 
of  the  failure  of  the  harvest. 

In  my  annual  report  for  1899  I  stated  that  the  commercial 
situation  had  reached  a  lower  ebb  than  ever  before,  and  that  unless 
the  harvest  turned  out  abundant,  the  insult  would  be  dis- 
astrous to  the  inhabitants.  Unfortunately  the  yield  was  poor,  and 
the  prognostications  were  correct,  as  extreme  distress  has  followed 
the  repetition  of  the  bad  harvests,  and  many  firms  have  closed 
their  houses  and  gone  away,  others  have  doue  very  little,  while 
others  again  have  failed,  and  been  gold  out  of  office  and  home. 

The  failure  of  the  crops  was  not  alone  responsible  for  the 
falling-off  in  the  trade,  as  however  poor  the  result  may  be  in  parts, 
the  grain-producing  area  of  Southern  Kussia  is  so  vast  that  had  it 
not  been  for  keen  competition  from  Northern  Russia  and  America 
much  larger  quantities  would  have  found  their  way  through 
Nicoledefif  from  the  central  provinces. 

For  years  past  the  knotty  question  as  to  what  measures  should  ^]^ 
be  adopted  for  raising  the  standard  of  Russian  cereals  has  engaged  ^  '^'^ 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  under  whose  auspices » 
numberless  meetings  have  been  convened,  and  at  last  there  are 
signs  of  a  decision  Ueing  shortly  arrived  at.    Pending  this  decision. 


'  admixtora. 
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however,  a  set  of  rules,  described  below,  drawn  up  by  the  Nico- 
laieff  Exchange  Committee,  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister,  and 
brought  into  force  on  May  15/28,  1901.  Although  these  rules  do 
not  directly  prohibit  the  exportation  of  inferior  grain  from  this 
port,  it  is  anticipated  that  they  will  enhance  its  quality  generally, 
as  they  are  binding  on  all  buyers  and  sellers  on  the  local  market. 
They  stipulate  that  a  certain  percentage  only  of  admixture  shall 
be  considered  as  a  norm.,  that  if  the  admixture  exceed  the  norm., 
the  contract  price  shall  be  reduced  accordingly,  and  that  if  it 
exceed  a  fixed  limit  the  purchaser  can  refuse  to  accept  the 
parcel. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nonn.,  &c.,  of    each  kind  of 
cerejd : — 


]     1  per  Cent. 

2  per  Cent. 

deducted  from 

deducted  from 

'  Norm.  (i>., 

Price  for  each 

Price  for  eaoh 

Articles. 

Normal 
Quantity  of 

Limit  of 
Admixture. 

per  Cent, 
exceeding 

per  Cent, 
exceeding 
Korm.  and 

Admixture). 

Norm,  and 

varying 

varying 

j     between — 

between-^ 

1     Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Wheat      .. 

..!            3 

8 

8  and  6 

6  and  8 

Rye 

.-:      3 

6 

3          4 

4          6 

Barley       .. 

..|             3 

8 

3          6 

6          8 

Oats 

6 

10 

6          8 

8        10 

Linseed     •. 

6 

8 

,         6          8 

, , 

Rapeseed  .. 

15 

20 

,       16        20 

20  and  more 

Other  oil-seeds 

..!             6 

8 

'         5          8 

•  • 

Shippers 
c»u|(ht 
mixing 
•weepings 
with  grain. 


Besides  the  foregoing,  the  following  provisions  are  made  in 
these  rules : — 

For  each  per  cent,  of  admixture  less  than  the  fixed  norm, 
the  price  is  to  be  raised  J  per  cent,  on  wheat  and  rye,  and  1  per 
cent,  on  oil-seeds. 

For  a  certain  reduction  in  price  if  the  natural  weight  prove 
less  than  agreed  upon. 

All  controversies  and  disputes  regarding  the  application  or 
misapplication  of  the  rules  are  to  be  settled  by  the  Nicolaieff  Ex- 
change Committee. 

Supplementary  to  the  foregoing  are  rules  for  the  analytical 
chamber,  where  samples  are  to  be  analysed  and  registered  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Committee. 

On  one  or  two  occasions  the  Committee  have  caught  shippers 
of  the  speculating  class  mixing  sweepings  and  dust  with  their  grain 
as  they  loaded  it  on  board  for  exportation.  They  have  thereupon 
taken  and  analysed  samples  of  the  parcels  and  telegraphed  the 
results  to  the  exchanges  at  the  ports  of  destination.  A  few  weeks 
ago  a  small  firm  of  bankers,  possessing  tlie  right  of  exporting 
goods  by  virtue  of  their  membership  of  the  first  guild,  whilst 
shipping  barley  at   the  elevator  for   unlicensed   exporters,  were 
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caught  by  the  customs  officials  in  the  act  of  emptying  bags  of 
sweepings  into  the  barley.  As  the  customs  shipment  declaration, 
signed  by  the  shippers,  contained  the  word  "barley"  only,  the 
said  officials,  acting  under  the  adulteration  laws,  suspended  the 
loading  and  referred  the  matter  to  the  Committee,  who  declared 
that  the  sweepings  could  not  be  called  "  barley,"  and  conse- 
quently no  more  of  the  rubbish  was  allowed  to  be  loaded.  As 
publicity  was  given  to  the  affair  telegraphically,  the  shippers 
failed  to  obtain  any  advances  against  their  bills  of  laditig,  and 
suffered  a  loss  in  consequence. 

Operations  of  this  nature  have  been  covertly  carried  on  to  an 
alarming  extent  during  late  years,  but,  unfortunately,  exposure 
has  seldom  followed,  owing  to  their  being  conducted  in  the  privacy 
of  the  warehouses,  and  not  so  barefacedly  in  broad  daylight. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  confidence  abroad  in  the  moral  stamina  of 
Nicolaiefif  has  been  shaken,  and  that  added  to  the  paucity  of 
cereals  has  greatly  influenced  the  decline  of  the  export  trade. 

The  stocks  of  the  cereals  in  depdt  at  the  beginning  of  this  I>«pA*  oi 
year  amounted  to  only  57,500  tons,  while  the  present  (end  of  ^^""^ 
June)  depdt  is  estimated  at  no  more  than  4,000  tons. 

It  is  useless  to  quote  the  present  prices  of  grain,  as  they  Pncw. 
fluctuate  daily  and  show  a  marked  tendency  to  fall,  the  prospects 
of  a  good  harvest  being  fair. 

Ofi&cial  statistics  regarding  the  importation  of  foreign  goods  to  Imports, 
this  port  are  unobtainable,  and  as  no  report  on  the  trade  of 
Nicolaiefif  htts  as  yet  been  published  for  last  year,  I  have  been 
unable  to  obtain  any  reliable  statistics  under  this  heading.  From 
unofficial  sources  I  have  gathered  that  in  all  13,237  tons  of 
general  cargo,  including  2,590  tons  of  British  coal  for  the  railways, 
was  imported.  These  imports  comprised  fire-bricks,  machinery, 
iron  and  steel  goods,  and  other  hardware  as  usual. 

As  the  shipping  trade  depends  entirely  on  the  exportation  of  Shipping 
grain,  it  being  of  exceedingly  i-are  occurrence  that  a  vessel  comes 
here  with  full  inward  cargo,  it  is  almost  superfluous  to  state  that 
the  number  of  steamers  entered  here  last  year  fell  in  proportion 
to  the  quantity  of  goods  exported.  At  the  same  time  the  falling- 
off'  in  the  number  of  arrivals  of  foreign  vessels  was,  and  has  been 
for  the  last  seven  years,  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  British 
tonnage,  as  the  following  table  shows : — 


Number  of  Steamers. 

Year. 

British. 

Ofcher 
Nationalities. 

Total. 

1894 

477 

136 

612 

1895 

390 

138 

623 

1896 

838 

181 

469 

1897 

356 

114 

469 

1898 

230 

146 

876 

1899 

126 

116 

241 

1900 

91 

97 

188 
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PiibUo  works. 
OohakoT  Bar 
dredging 
operation!. 


Dnieper  Bar. 


Eleotrio 
lighting  for 
Nicolaieff. 


Waterworkfl. 


The  Ochakov  bar  dredging  operations  are  progressing  uiox^ 
favourably  than  last  year  as  the  new  dredger,  built  on  the  Clyde, 
has  arrived  and  lias  proved  a  greater  success  than  was  even 
anticipated.  About  half  the  diKtance  that  is  to  be  dredged  down 
to  25  feet,  has  l)een  completed,  and  by  the  end  of  1902  a  channel 
of  that  dei)th  will  be  opened  to  navigation.  At  present  the  bar 
carries  only  1 9^  feet  of  water. 

The  entrance  to  the  River  Dnieper  has  been  deepened  to  17  J 
feet,  and  it  has  been  decided  to  continue  the  dredging  down  to 
20  feet,  but  as  no  money  has  been  assigned  for  the  purpose  this 
year,  the  work  has  been  suspended.  It  would  appear  also  that 
the  Department  of  Customs  Dues  has  not  as  yet  sanctioned  the 
establishment  of  a  first-class  custom-house  at  Kherson,  and  that 
until  that  (luestion  has  been  decided  the  dredging  of  the  Dnieper 
Delta  will  not  be  resumed,  as  without  a  first-class  custom-house 
no  foreign  trade  is  permitted,  and  what  use  would  a  20  feet  fair- 
way \ye  to  Kherson  without  permission  to  export  cereals  ? 

The  well-known  firm  of  Messrs.  Siemens  and  Halske  have 
received  the  order  for  lighting  the  town  by  electricity,  and  they 
are  erecting  a  central  power  station  and  putting  up  standards  as 
quickly  as  the  work  can  be  done.  Upon  completion  of  the  works, 
and  when  in  full  working  order,  they  will  be  taken  over  by  the 
town. 

Tlie  municipality  has  not  yet  decided  upon  the  means  for 
constructing  waterworks. 


Annex  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the 
Port  of  Nicolaieff  during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Articles. 

1900.                                       1899. 

Quantity.    J       Value.      «    Quantity.           Value. 

Wheat 

Bye       

Barley 

Oat8 

Linseed 

Other  oil-seeds,. 
Buckwheat 

Oilcake 

Sugar 

Maaganeee  ore.  • 
Sun£-ie8 

Tons.                   £ 
197,380           1,187,188 
127,557              689,097 

86,134      1        869,266 

82,311      1        129,159 
6,717      1         86,39.^ 
2,317               12,279 
2,481                12,609 
2,353                  9,204 
4,036                 49,642 

17,800                23.380 
2,297                  8,109 

Tons.                   £ 
277,965           1,687,181 

73,690              359,671 
111,923              487,271 

28,455              100,568 
4,460                42,067 
3,155                17.890 
2,425                12,635 
6,614                13,966 
3,318                85.014 

20,107                :f6.8o6 
4,438      1          17,486 

Total     .. 

2,476,321 

j     2,700,494 
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Annex  B.— Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Nicolaieff 
during  the   Years  1900-1899. 

Steamebs. 


1900. 

1899. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 

Yeuels. 

Tons. 

Number  of  |       rp^^^ 

British 

IteliaSi 

Greek 

Au8tro-Hungari»n 

Russian 

German.  • 

Turkish 

Danish 

Norwefa&n 

Swedish 

Spanish 

Belgian 

French 

91 
28 
28 

20 
12 
7 
8 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

147,304 

32,226 

81,444 

31,407 

16,067 

9,210 

8,780 

3,471 

3,844 

1,907 

1,686 

1,476 

990 

126 

19 

61 

26 

3 

8 

"2 
6 

1 

•  • 

184,841 
28,806 
81,860 
88,628 
3,868 
10,079 
.. 

4,220 

6,637 

867 

Total     .. 

188 

284,710 

241 

804,286 

Sevastopol. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Mackie  reports  as  follows : — 
Notwithstanding  the  urgent  appeals  to  the  Tzar  by  the  town 
corporation,  merchants,  and  others,  His  Majesty's  decree  ordaining 
the  closure  of  Sevastopol  to  international  commerce  has  been  put 
into  force.  By  this  decree  one  of  the  finest  natural  harbours  in 
existence  has  become  merely  a  great  fortress  and  naval  arsenal 
for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Black  Sea  fleet.  Such  a  change, 
however  necessary  it  may  be  in  the  interests  of  the  Imperial 
Navy,  cannot,  unfortunately,  be  effected  without  substantial  injury 
to  local  commercial  prosperity.  If  we  compare  the  chief  port  of 
the  Cirimean  peninsula  as  it  is  at  present  with  what  it  was  a  few 
years  ago— skirted  by  extensive  granaries,  wharves,  docks,  and 
railways,  now  mere  monuments  of  past  prosperity — the  magnitude 
of  the  loss  suffered  by  its  commercial  population  can  easily  be 
realised.  Even  at  a  time  when  the  impending  closure  of  Sevas- 
topol to  mercantile  shipping  acted  as  a  strong  deterrent  to  com- 
mercial enterprise,  trade  was  still  considerable,  and  the  United 
Kingdom  held  the  preponderating  share  of  this  trade.  Before 
measures  were  taken  to  stifle  trade  here  by  the  introduction  of 
preferential  railway  rates,  militating  in-  favour  of  Theodosia,  and 
the  opening  up  of  other  channels  for  the  export  of  grain,  as  many 
as  27()  British  vessels  of  454,963  tons,  representing  no  less  than 
71  per  cent  of  the  shipping  of  all  nations  combined,  visited 
this  port  in  one  year.     These  figures,  however,  indicate  but  slightly 
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the  extensive  trade  that  Sevastopol  is  capable  of  commanding 
under  normal  conditions. 

The  Imperial  ukase,  it  has  been  explained,  is  not  a  measure 
directed  solely  against  foreign  shipping,  but  it  must  be  observed 
that,  while  purporting  to  apply  equally  to  vessels  under  the  native 
flag,  an  exception  is  made  in  favour  of  a  weekly  subsidised  steam- 
ship service  between  Sevastopol  and  Constantinople.  It  may  be 
assumed,  however,  that  the  headquarters  of  this  steamship  line 
will  eventually  be  transferred  to  Theodosia,  the  port  destined  to 
receive  the  trade  of  Sevastopol,  together  with  the  staff  of  the 
customs  hero.  The  only  direct  channel  by  which  foreign  goods 
can  be  introduced  into  Sevastopol  will  then  be  closed. 

Local  passenger  traffic  and  coasting  steamers  will  continue  to 
frequent  this  port,  but  foreign  ships  are  excluded  from  any  i)ar- 
ticipation  in  this  trade  by  an  Imperial  ukase. 

Theodosia  has  had  much  capital  poured  into  it,  but  there  is  no 
indication  that  a  foundation  of  a  prosperous  community  has  been 
laid.  The  grain  trade  cannot  be  depended  upon  as  a  permanent 
source  of  revenue,  and  there  are  no  industries  worth  mentioning 
to  take  its  place.  Large  export  firms,  such  as  Messrs.  Neufeld 
and  Co.,  Viliana  and  Co.,  and  Block,  established  at  Theodosia 
about  two  years  ago,  have  recently  closed  their  offices  and  a 
general  depression  has  set  in. 

The  port  in  its  present  condition  is  ill-adapted  for  the 
exigencies  of  commerce.  It  afifords  but  little  shelter  from  adverse 
winds,  and  lacks  the  necessary  facilities  for  loading  grain  cargoes. 
A  commission  has  been  appointed  to  devise  means  for  improving 
the  harbour,  as  with  a  plentiful  harvest  this  year  the  want  of  a 
suitable  outlet  for  the  export  of  agricultural  produce  will  be  badly 
felt. 
Stpelitza  Bay.  The  hopes  recently  entertained  that  tlie  historical  Bay  of 
Strelitza  would  be  opened  up  to  international  commerce  have  not 
been  realised.  The  funds  for  the  tunnelling  necessary  to  connect 
the  bay  with  the  main  line  of  railway  are  not  apparently  forth- 
coming. Without  the  introduction  of  foreign  capital  and 
enterprise  it  seems  improbable  that  this  work  will  ever  be 
accomplished. 

After  two  consecutive  years  of  bad  harvests  in  the  Crimea 
there  is  a  total  lack  of  grain  for  exportation  and  business  is  at 
present  at  a  standstill.  During  the  past  winter  the  distress  among 
the  peasantry  was  particularly  acute.  A  local  newspaper  says  the 
real  extent  of  the  distress  is  not  generally  known,  the  Press  having 
learned  to  regard  the  ravages  of  famine  with  greater  equanimity 
than  heretofore.  Measures  had  to  be  taken  by  the  authorities  to 
assure  an  adequate  provisioning  of  the  rural  population  and 
prevent  the  wholesale  destruction  of  live-stock.  Horses  were 
sold  for  their  hides  at  local  fairs  for  8^.,  and  even  6s.,  and 
slaughtered  on  the  spot. 

The  reassuring  accounts  of  this  year's  harvest  come  as  a  con- 
soUng  consideration.  The  yield,  it  is  hoped,  will  exceed  the 
average,  notwithstanding  the  decrease  in  the  area  sown.     This 


Harresty 

failure  of, 
r^ults  in 
famine. 


Prospects 
fafourable. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SEVA8T0P0L.  ol 

decrease  in  the  grain-growing  area  on  lands  belonging  to  the  large 
proprietors  is  not  so  great,  but  in  the  case  of  peasants'  holdings  it 
is  estimated  at  as  much  as  60  per  cent.,  the  emaciated  condition  of 
the  live-stock  and  lack  of  money  for  defraying  the  cost  of  labour 
having  occasioned  this.  An  unsatisfactory  feature  is  the  extremely 
speculative  element  introduced  into  the  grain  trade  by  the  poverty 
of  the  agriculturists,  which,  even  if  tlie  harvest  tums  out  well, 
leaves  them  but  a  small  share  of  the  profits.  The  middlemen,  who 
advance  money  before  the  grain  is  ripe,  enrich  themselves  at  the 
expense  of  the  impecunious  producer. 

Owing  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  peasantry,  a  consider- 
able increase  in  the  lawless  element  is  observable. 

The  Sevastopol-Balaclavar-Yalta  Eailway  has  been  retarded  Seraifcopd.* 
owing  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  funds  for  carrying  it  out  and  the  Sau'*^'*" 
difficulties  presented  by  the  mountainous  country  through  which  Bwlwsy. 
the  railway  would  run.  The  present  excellent  macadamised  road 
to  Yalta,  a  fashionable  watering  place  on  the  south  coast,  after 
attaining  a  height  of  nearly  2,000  feet  at  the  Baidar  Pass,  descends 
abruptly  in  a  series  of  zigzags  and  runs  along  the  coast.  Travelling 
through  exquisite  scenery,  with  the  glittering  haze  of  blue  sea  on 
the  one  hand  and  a  ridge  of  rugged  moimtains  rising  on  the  other, 
the  picturesque  town  of  Yalta  is  reached,  after  a  journey  of 
56  miles,  occupying  about  10  hours.  Attracted  by  the  beautiful 
scenery  this  route  is  much  frequented  by  tourists.  Communica- 
tion is  maintained  by  coach  and  post-horses  of  a  primitive  order, 
for  which  a  liberal  subsidy  is  granted  by  the  Grovernment.  The 
charge  for  posting  is  5  r.  50  c.  (about  lis.  6d,)  for  the  best  seats 
and  4  r.  50  c.  for  inferior  accommodation,  while  31.  is  paid  for 
separate  caniages.  It  has  been  argued  with  some  show  of  reason 
that  a  railway  running  through  five  or  six  tunnels  would  not 
answer  the  purpose  in  the  present  case,  as  much  of  the  beauty  of 
the  surrounding  country  would  be  lost  to  the  traveller.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  is  no  lack  of  communication  between  Sevastopol 
and  Yalta,  there  being  a  frequent  steamship  service  between  the 
two  ports.  A 'light  electric  railway  along  the  present  road  or  a 
service  of  motor-cars  seems  far  more  practicable.  As  the  Eussian 
Minister  of  Finance  appears  to  be  anxious  to  encourage  the  inflax 
of  British  capital  into  Russia,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that 
he  would  favour  an  undertaking  of  the  above  nature.  If  the 
British  investor  secures  terms  such  as  he  would  recognise  as 
consistent  and  fair,  there  seeins  no  reason  why  such  an  under- 
taking should  not  be  embarked  upon,  especially  if  the  present 
subsidy  allowed  by  the  Grovernment  for  the  maintenance  of  com- 
munication is  continued. 

It  is  only  fair  to  point  out,  however,  that,  as  regards  Sevastopol,  Foreign 
instances  might  be  cited  that  would  justify  the  supineness  so  often  i^^^®**™®"**- 
attributed  to  British  capitalists.  The  Belgians  and  others  have 
undoubtedly  reaped  much  profit  in  their  various  undertakings  in 
South  Russia,  of  which  the  Odessa  Tramways  afford  an  excellent 
example.  But,  however  much  their  pertinacity  in  the  organisa- 
tion of  commercial  enterprises  in  this  country  may  have  been 
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extolled,  they  have  not  met  with  uniform  success.  The  Belgian 
electric  railways  and  Finnisli  steam  ferry  in  this  city  will,  it  is 
believed,  pay  no  dividends  this  year,  and  a  liussian  company, 
formed  about  a  year  ago  for  the  supply  of  ice,  for  which  there  is 
a  lai'ge  and  growing  demand  in  South  Russia,  has  recently  sus- 
pended operations.  In  the  first  two  instances  financial  depression 
may  be  attributed  to  the  exodus  of  the  commercial  population 
consequent  on  the  closure  of  the  port  and  the  decrease  in  the 
traffic  of  the  town  due  to  the  same  cause.  Ice,  however,  in  this 
hot  climate  commands  a  ready  sale  and  should  afford  a  fair  scope 
for  a  remunerative  business.  Doubtless  it  is  already  being  sought 
after  by  some  enteri)ri8ing  Belgian  or  German  capitalist. 
Sritieli  British  imports  into  Russia  are  insignificant  in  proportion  to 

importa.  ^j^^  quantity  of  Russian  produce  consumed  in  the  United  Kingdom, 

the  heavy  customs  tariff  on  incoming  merchandise  militating 
against  the  introduction  of  British  goods  into  this  market.  Never- 
theless, much  might  be  done  to  bring  our  wares  to  the  notice  of 
likely  purchasers,  especially  in  the  interior  of  the  Empire  into 
which  they  have  not  yet  penetrated.  The  Minister  of  Finance 
has  devoted  continuous  efforts  to  the  encouragement  of  agricultural 
enterprise,  and  has  organised  fairs  supported  by  Government, 
which  are  held  from  time  to  time  in  various  parts  of  the  Empire. 
There  seems  no  reason  why  British  firms  should  not  use  these 
fairs  for  the  sale  of  implements  and  such  articles  of  manufacture 
as  would  be  likely  to  clieapen  the  cost  of  production  and  thus 
become  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Russian  peasantry. 

Some  years  ago  British  manufacturers  enjoyed  the  monopoly 
of  the  market  here,  but  they  are  now  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 
"  Out  of  sight  out  of  mind "  is  a  maxim  wiiich  applies  to  trade. 
The  Russian  consumer  likes  to  see  his  wares  and  purchase  them 
on  the  spot.  He  has  an  aversion  to  senduig  orders  abroad  and 
waiting  months  for  his  goods,  whicli  may  or  may  not  suit  his 
requirements  when  he  finally  receives  them.  It  is  clear,  therefore, 
that  if  British  manufacturers  desire  to  develop  trade  with  this 
market  they  should  exhibit  their  waies.  For  this  purpose  show- 
rooms on  the  model  of  those  advocated  in  my  reports  from  Odessa 
(Annual  Series  No.  2255)  would  be  essential. 

The  purchasing  powers  of  the  labouring  classes  having  been 
greatly  reduced  by  poverty,  an  inferior  class  of  goods  such  as 
would  be  agreeable  to  the  eye  and  low  in  price  would  be  most  in 
demand.  Attractive  colours  and  imposing  trade-marks  would  l>e 
likely  to  stimulate  trade. 
Possible  trade  There  should  be  scope  for  business  in  agricultural  machinery, 
openings.  ^y^^  demand  having  greatly  increased  since  the  improved  harvest 
prospects ;  also  in  bicycles,  sewing  machines,  typewriters,  nautical 
instruments,  needles,  non-corrosive  paint,  chemical  fertilisers, 
photogiaphic  appliances,  iron  bedsteads,  toilet  soap,  cattle  for 
cross-breeding  purposes,  tools  and  cutlery.  Shipbuilding  firms 
should  bear  in  mind  that  steamers  built  abroad  are  still  admitted 
duty  free  to  encourage  the  expansion  of  the  Russian  mercantile 
marine. 
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At  one  time  only  British  coal  was  consumed  here,  but  of  late  Coal, 
years  the  imports  under  this  head  have  become  insignificant.  The 
railway  and  Black  Sea  Fleet,  the  two  principal  consumers,  are 
growing  more  and  more  independent  of  supplies  from  abroad,  and 
the  native  coal,  though  of  inferior  quality,  is  steadily  taking  the 
place  of  the  British  commodity.  The  coal  stocks,  however,  at 
Sevastopol  are  very  small  at  present  and  will  require  replenishing 
shortly. 

Paint  for  ships  is  manufactured  locally  in  large  quantities,  but  PainU. 
of  inferior  quality.  It  is  believed  that  a  good  non-corrosive  paint 
for  the  bottoms  of  vessels  could  be  introduced  into  the  market 
for  the  use  of  the  Black  Sea  Fleet.  At  present,  for  reasons  of 
economy,  cargo  ships  are  docked  at  Galatz,  but  when  the  new 
lar^e  Russian  docks  are  complete,  painting  and  repairs  to  ships' 
hulls  will  be  done  iu  this  countiy.  This  should  lead  to  an 
increased  demand  for  paint. 

Local  manufacturing  industries  may  he  said   to   be  in  their  Locai 
infancy   here,   the   Crimea   being   dependent  almost   entirely  on™**'^'*"*» 
Odessa,  Moscow,  and   other   industrial   centres   for  its  supplies. 
There  is  a  demand,  for  instance,  for  soda,  soap,  candles,  wrapping 
paper  for  fruit,  &c. 

Traces  of  mineral  wealth  exist  in  the  Crimea,  consisting  of  Minerals, 
coal,  lignite,  alabaster,  iron  ore,  china  clay,  Portland  cement,  and 
fuller's  earth,  but  are  at  present  in  an  undeveloped  stage.     Salt  is 
produced  in  large  quantities,  and  at  one  time  the  industry  was 
very  remunerative.     At  present  business  is  very  slack. 


EuPATOlilA. 

The  district  of  Eupatoria  covers  an  area  of  569,000  acres,  and 
has  a  population  of  82,000  inhabitants.  Its  products  are  winter 
wheat,  spring  wheat,  barley,  oats,  merino  wool,  ordinary  wool,  salt, 
&c.  It  is  the  centre  of  export  for  the  district,  and  other  points  are 
Bakal,  Saraboulat,  and  Chiclar.  The  following  places  are  points 
for  the  embarkation  of  salt : — Saki,  Hadji,  and  Disburg. 

The  grain  exported  during  1900  from  the  various  ports  in  the  Grain. 
Eupatoria  district  amounted  to  95,500  tons,  and  was  distributed 
as  follows : — 


Nationality. 

Namberof 
Steamers. 

Quantity. 

Remarks. 

British 

French        •  •         •  • 

Greek 

Italian 

Austro-Hungarian. . 
Turkish      .. 

Tons. 

9        !      22,500 

6              10,000 

12              2S,000 

11              23,000 

1 

3  6,000 

4  6,000 

6,600  tons  for  United  Kingdom 

Marseilles 

Genoa,  MarseiUes,  and  Italy 

Genoa,  for  Switzerland,  Marseilles, 

and  Italy 
Genoa,  for  Switzerland 
MarseiUes  and  Italy 
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Salt. 


Merino  wool. 


OrdinAxy 
wool. 

Asimaa 
(winter 
wheat). 


Freights. 


Nangation. 


HarTest  of 
1901. 


Salt  was  carried  to  the  Baltic  ports  of  Uevel,  Eiga,  Libau,  and 
Dantzig,  from  the  above-mentioned  points  of  distribution  by  20 
vessels  under  the  British,  Swedish,  Danish,  and  Bus&ian  flags; 
the  total  quantity  carried  was  56,000  tons. 

During  the  current  year  20  British  vessels  with  a  total  tonnage 
of  53,000  tons  have  loaded  salt  at  Eupatoria  and  other  points  in 
the  district  destined  for  Riga,  Eevel,  Libau,  and  St.  Petersburg,  at 
freights  varying  from  ll.s\  6rf.  to  13«.,  a  satisfactory  rate. 

Some  30,000  to  35,000  poods  (484  to  564  tons)  of  merino  wool 
were  despatched  during  the  past  year  to  factories  in  Poland  and 
Moscow.  There  was  formerly  an  active  trade  between  this  part  of 
Eussia  and  the  United  Kingdom,  but  it  has  been  suddenly 
abandoned  for  no  apparent  reason.  Merino  wool  was  at  that 
time  exported  to  Bradford  and  Hull,  and  though  inferior 
in  appearance  to  Astrachan  wool,  it  was  appreciated  for  its 
strength  and  durability.  The  demand,  however,  seems  to  have 
ceased. 

Some  15,000  to  20,000  poods  (242  to  322  tons)  of  ordinary 
wool  were  absorbed  by  Eussiau  industry  during  1900. 

There  was  formerly  a  brisk  trade  in  azimas  with  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  now  only  some  1,000  to  2,000  tons  are  exported. 
American  grain,  though  wanting  the  richness  in  glutin  of  Eussian 
azimas,  seems  to  have  taken  their  place  in  the  market. 

Though  freights  rose  3$,  a  ton  as  compared  with  1899,  they 
only  actually  attained  an  average  of  8s.  6d.  to  9«.  6d.  a  ton  for  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  10  fr.  for  the  Continent  by  way  of  the 
Mediterranean. 

In  spite  of  the  rise  in  freights,  exports  under  the  British  flag 
have  fallen  50  per  cent,  in  favour  of  the  Greeks,  Turks,  and 
Italians. 

During  the  current  year  only  two  British  vessels  have  loaded 
grain  (wheat  and  oats),  one  bound  for  Marseilles,  the  other  for 
Eotterdam,  carrying  in  all  4,200  tons,  against  8,000  tons  loaded  on 
Italian  and  Greek  steamers  for  Genoa  and  Marseilles. 

This  year's  harvest  has  not,  unfortunately,  come  up  to  the 
extraordinary  promise  of  April  and  May,  when  a  splendid  crop 
was  expected.  It  is  merely  an  average  one,  although  it  will  be 
some  45  to  50  per  cent,  better  than  that  of  1900. 
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Report  on  tlie  Trade  and  Namgaiwn  of  the  Port  of  Revalfor  tlus 

Year  1900 

By  ViCE-CoNSUL  Baron  E.  Girard  dk  Soucanton. 

(Received  at  Foroign  Office,  October  7,  1901.) 

In  spite  of  the  strained  conditions  of  the  motley  market  the  Geneiml 
trade  of  Reval  during  the  year  1900  justified  the  hopes  which  I  "™^ki- 
expressed  in   my   last   report,   as,  taking  together   imports   and 
exports,  it  showed  in  quantity   and   value   not  only  a   marked 
increase  against  the  year  1899,  but  also  an  increase  as  compared 
with  the  average  of  the  last  10  years. 

The  value  of  imports  and  exports  combined  was  on  the 
average  during  the  years  1890-94,  5,695,866/.;  1895-99, 
8,481,072/.;  while  in  1899  it  was  7,868,319/.;  and  during 
the  year  1900,  8,905,363/. 

This  improvement  was  only  due  to  the  larger  export  of  grain, 
in  consequence  of  a  better  crop  than  in  1898.  The  imports  showed 
a  slight  decrease,  occasioned  chiefly  by  reduced  quantities  of  iron, 
steel,  and  copper,  as  well  as  machinery.  The  decrease  in  imports 
would  have  been  much  greater  if  the  deficiency  had  not  been  made 
up  to  a  great  extent  by  increased  quantities  of  the  two  chief 
articles  of  import,  viz.,  cotton  and  coal. 

The  industrial  crisis  in  Russia,  the  chief  cause  of  the  decrease 
in  the  imports  of  metals  and  machinery,  unhappily  manifested 
itself  also  at  Reval.  In  my  last  report  I  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  arrangements  made  would  help  the  new  industrial  estab- 
lishments to  outlive  the  difficulties,  but  notwithstanding  the  most 
strenuous  efforts  some  of  them  are  still  in  a  very  precarious 
condition. 

Particulars  of  the  general  trade  of  Reval  with  the  different 
countries  in  1900  as  compared  to  1899  will  be  found  in  the 
annexed  returns  A  (1)  and  A  (2). 

In  turning  to  the  exports  we  find  that  the  improvement  in  Bxporu. 
1900  was  chiefly  due  to  the  mucli  larger  grain  export  The 
Russian  railways  were,  however,. unable  to  cope  with  such  large 
quantities  of  grain,  and  consequently  much  loss  and  incon- 
venience have  bQen  caused  to  shippers  by  delay  in  transmission 
f903)  A  2 
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The  grain  which  arrived  in  the  spring  from  the  Western  Siberian 
Bailway  had  taken  about  four  months  to  reach  Beval. 

Looking  at  the  different  sorts  of  grain,  we  find  that  the 
greatest  increase  manifested  itself  in  oats,  of  which  the  quantity 
shipped  was  nearly  four  times  greater  than  that  exported  in 
1899,  and  compared  with  the  average  of  the  last  five  years, 
the  quantity  was  about  double.  Wheat  and  rye  also  showed 
remarkable  increase,  barley  alone  receding,  as  the  crop  of  it  was 
very  poor.  Altogether  not  much  of  it  is  shipped  now  from  Keval,  as 
the  barley  producing  parts  of  Russia  have  found  a  more  con- 
venient outlet  at  other  ports. 

Of  linseed  also  a  larger  quantity  was  exported  than  last  year, 
but  as  mentioned  already  in  my  last  report,  it  is  hardly  likely  to 
reach  again  the  level  of  former  years. 

The  quantity  of  flax  exported  was  again  less  than  during  the 
preceding  years.  The  shortage  of  about  260,000  poods  against 
1899  was  mainly  due  to  the  imfavourable  railway  rates  to  Ueval 
as  compared  to  other  ports,  and  which,  in  spite  of  all  endeavours 
of  the  local  merchants,  have  not  been  changed  since  my  last 
report. 

One  of  the  main  articles  of  export  is  butter,  of  which  over 
415,000  poods  more  were  shipped  than  in  1899.  Of  the  whole 
quantity  of  578,000  poods,  over  500,000  poods  were  shipped  to 
Denmark,  where  probably  the  greatest  part  of  the  butter  is 
repacked  and  then  forwarded  to  the  United  Kingdom.  This  is 
mainly  due  to  the  weekly  service  of  fast  steamers  to  Copenhagen, 
and  to  the  fact  that  Danish  merchants  were  the  first  to  open 
offices  in  Siberia  on  the  market-places  where  butter  was  sold.  It 
is  obvious  that  British  butter  merchants  might  just  as  well  supply 
their  wants  by  buying  direct,  whereby  doubtless  some  saving 
might  be  made.  In  consequence  of  the  frequent  inquiries  received 
by  me,  I  should  like  to  mention  that  the  butter  trade  here  is 
only  a  forwarding  trade,  there  being  only  one  butter  merchant  in 
Reval,  who  for  the  most  part  only  executes  buying  orders. 

The  export  of  game  and  eggs  kept  on  about  the  same  level 
as  in  1899.  The  trade  in  these  articles  is  purely  a  forwarding 
one. 

The  export  of  joiners'  work  shows  again  some  improvement. 
It  consisted  chiefly  of  veneer  chests,  which  being  light  and 
strong,  and  of  uniform  weight,  are  much  liked  in  India  for  tea 
packing. 

If  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  countries  to  which  the  different 
goods  were  exported,  we  find  the  United  Kingdom  standing  first, 
though  the  British  share,  if  compared  with  the  average  of  the 
preceding  five  years,  was  less  by  5*63  per  cent  The  principal 
articles  of  export  to  the  United  Kingdom  from  Eeval,  ex- 
pressed in  thousands  of  poods,  were  the  following : — Oats,  5,100 ; 
wheat,  1,900;  oilcake,  199;  linseed.  165;  flax,  352;  tow,  112; 
hemp,  76;  game  and  fowls,  111  (nearly  the  whole  quantity 
shipped) ;  and  joiners'  work  (veneer),  146  out  of  204. 

The    place   next  to   the   United    Kingdom  is  occupied    by 
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Denmark.  This  is  chiefly  due  to  the  increasing  butter  trade,  a 
circumstance  which  ought  to  engage  the  attention  of  British 
butter  merchants. 

For  further  particulars  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  annexed  returns 
B  and  C.  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  transit  goods  have  not 
been  classed  according  to  their  ultimate  destination,  but  only  to 
the  ports  they  were  first  shipped  to. 

Turning, to  imports  it  appears  that  no  other  countries  besides  Impor. 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany  are  able  to  play  any  pro- 
minent part  in  this  trade,  as  these  countries  together  send  86*23 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  quantity.  Tlie  United  Kingdom,  however, 
no  longer  occupies  the  leading  place,  but  has  had  to  give  way  to 
Germany.  This  may  be  partly  accounted  for  by  the  much  smaller 
quantity  of  iron,  steel,  and  machinery  imported  in  1900,  but  is 
chiefly  owing  to  the  growth  of  importation  of  American  cotton 
transhipped  in  German  ports. 

To  this  fact  is  also  due  the  small  percentage  by  which 
American  ports  are  now  represented.  Only  3,343  poods  of  cotton 
were  imported  direct  from  the  United  States  of  America.  The 
United  Kingdom  imported  amongst  other  goods  1,087,130  poods 
of  cotton  (against  1,826,662  poods  from  Germany)  ;  drugs,  104,515 
poods ;  steel  and  iron,  160,000  poods ;  steel  and  iron  goods, 
84,600  poods;  colours  and  dyes,  5,142  poods;  gum  and  resin, 
57,885  poods;  herrings,  104,707  poods;  machinery,  604,541 
poods;  and  coke  and  coal,  6,661,032  poods.  The  principal 
articles  of  import  from  Germany  were,  besides  cotton,  coke 
103,257  poods;  drugs,  136,093  poods;  iron  and  steel,  112,772 
poods  ;  iron  and  steel  goods,  59,013  poods ;  colours  and  dyes, 
34,248  poods;  gum  and  resin,  22,874  poods;  copper,  100,682 
poods ;  maize  (from  Hamburg),  214,910  poods ;  machinery, 
105,383  poods;  rice,  94,771  poods;  and  90,280  poods  of  southern 
fruits. 

Though  on  the  whole  the  imports  in  1900  did  not  attain  the 
limit  of  the  preceding  year,  the  quantity  of  the  two  chief  articles, 
viz.,  cotton  and  coal,  again  showed  an  increase. 

The  figures  compared  to  former  years  are  as  follows : — 


I  Quantitj. 

Year.  '      

Cotton.         Coa]  and  Coke. 


1895-99  (avenige) 

1899 

1900 


Poode.  Poods.  *j 

2,837,802  3,112.186  | 

2,98^,462  6,499,362  i 

8,234,501  6,816.526  | 


In  my  last  report  1  expressed  the  hope  that  the  potato  crop  in 
Esthonia  would  in  1900  enable  the  distillers  to  satisfy  their 
requirements  without  having  recourse  to  maize.  The  crop,  how- 
ever, could  not  meet  the  growing  demands  of  the  distilleries,  and 
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Consequently  eiren  a  lai^er  quantity  of  maiae,  1,150,060  pocfdn, 
had  to  be  imported.  *£he  figures  fot  the  precjeding  two  y^art 
were  :  1899,  858,184  poods ;  1898,  303,689  poods. 

Full  particulars  of  the  imports  will  be  found  in  the  tetuths  D 
and  E  annexed. 
:Jhipping.  Navigation   was  hindered  by   ice  for  a  period  of  62  days, 

during  which  time  the  ice-breaker  proved  most  Useful.  Notwith- 
standing the  partial  obstruction  to  navigation,  the  total  of  ships 
entered  and  cleared  showed  again  some  improvetn»nt  in  tonnage 
as  well  as  in  number.  To  my  regret  I  have  to  report  thst 
British  shipping  did  not  share  this  growth.  In  number  and 
tonnage  it  showed  a  decrease  as  compared  with  the  precedii^ 
year.  For  particulars  1  beg  to  refer  to  the  annexed  returns  of 
all  shipping. 

Annex  A  (1). — Table  showing  the  Gross  Value  of  all  Articles  Ex- 
ported from  and  Imported  to  Reval  to  and  from  the  following 
Countries  during'  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Couiif.rv. 


IS9<). 


HnitM  Kingdom 

United  States  of  America 

Germany 

Holland 

Denmark 

fS-ance  •• 

dweden . . 

Belginm 

Norway  •  • 

lUly      .. 

Spain     . . 

Portugal 

India     .. 

ToUl 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Poods. 

12,473,168 

917,276 

3,920,138 

2,622,201 

1,326,600 

1,081,369 

694,072 

987,147 

120,562 

87,064 

116 

95,162 

67,572 


3,337.456 

186,423 

2,476,892 

404,453 

648,738 

881,169 

64,212 

295,893 

20.097 

19,880 

136 

5,040 

28,430 


24.292,442 


7,868,dl9 


1900. 


Quantity. 


Poods. 

17,949,176 

989,544 

4,512,648 

6,806,151 

1,389,385 

718,418 

1,168.818 

798,800 

157,856 

57,688 

4,188 

4,794 


Viltte. 


£ 

3,457,166 

75,900 

2,844,660 

786,411 

1,000,471 

286,569 

98,857 

806,890 

22,990 

15,181 

5,688 

3,089 


84,502,355         8,906,868 


Annex  A  (2). — Table  showing  the  Gross  Value  of  Exports  and 
Imports  at  Eeval  during  the  Year  1900,  compared  to  the 
Year  1899,  and  to  the  Average  (lurin<<  the  Years  1895-99. 


1899. 

]^0. 

.Averags,  1896-90. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

QaanUty. 

Vslne. 

Quantity. 

Valtts. 

Exports     

Importi    

Poods. 
8,890,837 
10,101,605 

1,997,732 
^870.687 

Pcods. 
19,446,282 
16,066,123 

34,602,356 

3.286,666 
6,619,797 

Poods. 
16,749,428 
9,607,976 

2,697,aM 
6,e8§.7W 

Total 

24,292,442 

7,868,319 

8,906,368 

H,667^04 

8,894,286 
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Annex  B. — Bkturn  of  Piindpal  Articles  of  Export  from  Beval 
during  the  Yeys  1899-1900. 


1899. 

1900. 

ArtidM. 

-■- 





Poods    .. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Asbestot     .. 

38,146 

£ 
5,618 

53,206 

£ 

12,726 

Batter 

..j       „ 

168,446 

206,346 

578,640 

788,690 

Peae. 

•         •  •         >»        •  • 

95,949 

8,483 

169,516  , 

14,416 

Flax. . 

»»        •  • 

1,664,566 

558,747 

1,290,632 

649,205 

Barley 

»»        •  • 

847,637 

29,617 

40,541  1 

3,468 

Oafa,.. 

. 

2,870,532  , 

179,512 

9.079,067 

676.100 

Bve.. 
Wheat 

1,822,777 

114,112 

2,676,893 

205,040 

1,124,600 

110,028 

3,700,095 

362,186 

Hemp 

14,065 

4.786 

85,242 

31,739 

Tow  and  oodiUa    . . 

201,656 

50,940 

173,906 

45,485 

Joiners'  work 

188,594 

49,696 

204,108 

51.416 

Linseed       ..     ... 

89,657 

14,127 

296,107 

61,426 

Mineral  oil.. 

»»        •  • 

204,915 

84,488 

171,313 

29,159 

Oil-cakes     .. 

748,518 

69,295 

368,509 

37,231 

Wool 

f»        •  • 

.      14,213 

22,428 

18,662 

81,765 

Game 

If        •  • 

125,027 

105,228 

120,641  , 

102,590 

Meat 

»i        •  • 

8,208 

1,349 

1,188 

504 

Mats 

»»        •• 

7,448 

1,410 

18,932 

2,670 

Bristles 

>»        •  • 

12,990 

81,990 

6.880 

29,287 

Camel  and  other  liair 

>»        •• 

42,148 

57,620 

46,820  1 

57,140 

Hides 

If        •  • 

99,186 

177,226 

117,686  ; 

121,842 

Dried  blood 

f  1        •  • 

18,420 

1,128 

28,197  , 

2,891 

Feathers     .. 

If        •  • 

6,114 

11.850 

1|231  1 

8,072 

Goloshes     . . 

ti              •  • 

8,990 

12,950 

16,601  ! 

14,294 

Russia  leather 

1,683 

4,818 

3,862 

8.195 

Egg«            ..          .. 

Number. . 

2,114,200 

3,335 

2,102,400  I 

3,356 

Sleepers      .. 

Pieces    .. 

29,866 

1,570 

36,852  1 

4,711 

Timber 

If        •• 

188 

49 

8,425  * 

1,308 

Deals 

>}        •  • 

2,295 

482 

66,916  ; 

1,808 

Annex  C. — Tablb  showing  the  Gross  Value  of  all  Articles  Ex- 
ported from  Eeval  to  the  following  Countries  during  the 
Years  1899-1900,  and  the  Percentage  of  their  share  in  the 
Exports. 


1890. 

1900. 

ATeiage 
Percentage 

Coofltry. 

during 

qxunUtj. 

Valae. 

Per 
Cent. 

QuanUty. 

Value. 

Per 
Cent. 

the  *'e*n 
1896-90. 

Poods. 

£ 

Poods. 

« 

United  KiDgdom... 

S.016.861 

728,741 

88-07 

8.567.A29 

1,226.181 

87-82 

42-95 

Denmark 

7U,867 

297,4U 

14*72 

95*.  .393 

737.985 

22-40 

5-94 

Holland     ...       ... 

2.2«),6M 

202,512 

10-08 

6.4(i4  234 

544,198 

16-58 

17-04 

France      

1,076.252 

S76,875 

18-66 

€98,819 

277.410 

b  M 

15-20 

Q«rm«u< 

7M,2»» 

249.682 

12-36 

1,047,443 

2-29,379 

6*98 

12-45 

Beliclum    

631,847 

114,528 

5-68 

564.473 

175.618 

5-84 

4-26 

Sweden      

510,062 

61,014 

2*37 

1,151,810 

95,9b8 

2'9£ 

1-11 
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Annex  D. — ^Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Beval 
dnring  the  Years  1899-1900. 


ArticlM. 

1 

1899. 

1900. 

Pood*    . 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Oranges  and  lemons 

160,238 

£ 
42,142 

168,434 

£ 
43,005 

Gotton 

n           •  • 

2,948,642 

3,101,995 

3,234,601 

3.217,296 

Pig  and  wronght-iron 

»>           •  • 

898,171 

201,191 

807,281 

67,680 

Steel 

fi           * 

84,452 

13,050 

31,713 

11,010 

Iron  and  steel  goods 

If 

882,28() 

282,500 

169,566 

184,700 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

»>           •  • 

47,327 

:;6,650 

61,720 

27,790 

Tea 

»»           • 

982 

6,200 

905 

5,774 

Riee 

II           •  • 

18,565 

3,990 

101,682 

80,288 

8oHa 

n           •• 

28,192 

6,367 

12,950 

3,027 

Maise 

ft           •  • 

858,184 

65,001 

1,160,000 

88,085 

Lead 

M                •  • 

189,740 

41,163 

81,168 

24,177 

Coiree 

If                •  ■ 

21,602 

46,450 

19,601 

41,704 

Colours     and     dye 

goodd 

l»                •  • 

66,456 

13,166 

46,945 

.    9,972 

Yarns 

f »                •  • 

12,226 

32,601 

10,128 

28,859 

Gum  and  resin 

»>                •  • 

110,905 

116,670 

99,489 

99,708 

Hides 

II                •  • 

41.930 

48,748 

31,661 

30,414 

Herrings     . . 

»t                •* 

152.554 

25,675 

241,906 

88,602 

Ck>ppa 

»l                •  • 

11,936 

8,010 

71,438 

]  8,240 

Copper 

it               •  * 

184,202 

228,700 

188.952 

283,267 

Manufactures 

II                •  • 

6,773 

39,783 

10,968 

46,160 

Maobinery  .. 

II                • 

908,371 

760,230 

776,671 

660,996 

OU 

II                •  • 

32,669 

15,767 

31,352 

14,756 

Coal  and  ooke 

11                •  • 

6,449.362 

138,887 

6,816,525 

161.678 

Tallow 

II                •  * 

59,629 

28,226 

48,919 

21,025 

Wine  in  casks 

II                •  « 

9,179 

17,380 

9,443 

18,081 

„      bottles      . . 

Bottles  .. 

11,689 

4,258 

12,600 

4,800 

Mineral  water 

II      • 

97,219 

6,186 

66.606 

8,006 

Spirits 

II      • 

10,081 

2,650 

10,792 

2,870 

Superphospbate     . . 

Poods    . 

155,149 

6,059 

271,176 

9,500 

Cement 

II        • 

6,788 

326 

2.002 

170 

Clay.. 

II        • 

67,865 

3,916 

77,676 

4,130 

Bricks 

II        • 

385.693 

21,500 

162,602 

9,720 

Wool 

II        • 

8,867 

6,666 

2,292 

4,700 

Shoddy 

II        • 

2.600 

657 

4,685 

1,247 

Jute.. 

II        * 

6.296 

2,978 

181 

88 

Zinc 

II        • " 

13,751 

6,497 

18,122 

6,986 

Tin  .. 

II        • 

22,843 

60,460 

32,670 

43,070 

Salt.. 

II        • 

24,286 

1,150 

20,800 

900 

Seeds 

w           •* 

66,082 

21,082 

80,299 

1,400 

Steamers                • . 

II           •« 

1 

18,000 

1 

87,000 
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^snex  E. — Tablk  showiDg  the  Gross  Value  of  all  Articles  Im- 
ported into  Seval  horn  the  following  Countries  during  the 
Years  1899-1900,  and  the  Percentage  of  their  share  in  the 
Imports. 


1889. 

1900. 

ATorage 

" 



■ 

Percentage 

Country. 

during 

Qoandiy. 

Value 

Per 
Cent. 

Quantity. 

Valne. 

Per 
Cent. 

the  Tears 
1896-99. 

Poods. 

£ 

PoodB. 

« 

United  KioKdom... 

9.416.807 

2.646,244 

44  67 

9,881,647 

2,281,084 

89-69 

48*86 

CknnaDT 

S.1M,89S 

2,266,068 

37-99 

3,466,104 

2,616,280 

46*64 

86  "Ol 

Denmark 

fi02,783 

868,602 

6  04 

481.991 

262,686 

4-67 

8*22 

Holland     

S91.M8 

206,446 

8  48 

841,917 

248.217 

4 -88 

2-16 

Belgium    ^.       ... 

466,800 

184,660 

8-U 

234,886 

188.881 

2  •87 

1*60 

America    

916,770 

187,901 

8  16 

989,6U 

76,900 

1-86 

7*46 

Norway     

ia0,662 

20.821 

0-84 

167.866 

22.989 

0-41 

0*74 

Italy          

8S>142 

19,010 

0-82 

67,680 

16,162 

0-27 

0*80 

rraoce 

6,116 

8,604 

0  14 

19,668 

9.160 

0-16 

0*19 

Spain        

116 

188 

... 

4,188 

6.688 

0-10 

0*18 

FortQKAl    .^ 

92,997 

4,092 

0*07 

4,794 

8,080 

Oi» 

a-ii 

Sweden      

84,020 

17,112 

0-29 

17.608 

2.868 

0*04 

0*28 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Reval  during  the  Year 

1900. 

Entered. 


1900. 

Total.  1899. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Namber 

Number 

Number 

of      i    Tens.* 

of 

Tons.* 

of         Tons.* 

of         Tons.* 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessel..; 

British     

I 

626 

126 

124,614 

126        126.288 

186       187,720 

BoMian 

1.280 

68.920 

491 

218,878 

1,781       287.298 

1.696       267,296 

Swedish   ...       ... 

8 

810 

U 

16,068 

47         16,278 

28           7.687 

Norwegian 

1 

68 

28 

9.128 

24 

>      9,196 

22 

9,871 

Danish     

8 

620 

101 

80.041 

109 

80.661 

101 

68,7U 

German 

••« 

148 

82,712 

14* 

82.712 

142 

78,U1 

Dutch      

1    !        188 

11 

8,898 

18 

9,081 

9 

6,918 

Spanish    

... 

1 

1,101 

1 

1.801 

». 

Total 

1,244 

70.681 

989 

641,126 

2,188 

611.766 

... 

... 

"    *^    •• 

1,267 

80.601 

867 

484,888 

8,184 

664,888 

... 

~- 

Register  tons. 
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1900. 

Total,  1899. 

Sailing. 

Staam. 

Total. 

Natloiudltf. 

. 

Mnmb«r 

Number 

Niimbar 

NombMr 

of 

Ttoiii.* 

of 

TOM.» 

Of 

Tona.* 

of 

TOB«.» 

VeMela. 

• 

VesBob. 

V6Mel8. 

V«Mels. 

British     

1 

825 

128 

126,268 

127 

128,888 

185 

184,888 

T^itrinn    ...       .M 

1.2» 

M,626 

491 

220,688 

1,720 

290,179 

1,701 

t6«,47i 

Bwedldk 

S 

210 

U 

16,068 

47 

16,278 

29 

7,9a 

Honrtgian 

1 

98 

28 

9,128 

24 

9,196 

22 

9,871 

DftalBh     

9 

77S 

108 

81,788 

112 

82,562 

98 

66,848 

Geraun 

... 

144 

88,829 

144 

88,829 

140 

77,788 

]>iiteh       

1 

188 

10 

8,078 

11 

8,266 

9 

5,921 

flpudah    

1 

1,801 

1 

1,801 

... 

ToUl 

1,244 

71,890 

942 

847.089 

2.186 

618,489 

... 

... 

„    18»    ... 

1,271        81,lfi8 

1 

868 

479,594 

2.184 

500,782 

... 

... 
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Report  on  Agriculture  intlie  Trans-Caucasiis  for  the  Year  1901 
By  Mr.  Consul  Stevens. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  NoTember  12, 1901.) 

At  a  time  when  as  many  as  12  provinces,  situated  for  the  most  Agricultural 
part  in  the  eastern  portions  of  the  Russian  Empire,  have  yielded  "*«>"P®ct. 
very  scanty  cereal  crops,  and  the  population  of  these  provinces  is 
threatened  with  a  famine  of  the  most  severe  kind,  which  even 
at  this  early  stage  of  the  season  is  juaking  itself  felt  in  more 
than  one  of  the  affected  districts,  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to 
note  that  the  Trans-Caucasus  has  had  a  somewhat  better  fate, 
and  that  although  the  outlook,  in  some  places,  for  the  coming 
winter  is  not  very  promising,  yet  it  can  be  safely  said  that  matters 
are  at  least  50  per  cent,  better,  in  so  far  as  concerns  the  yield 
of  this  year's  harvest,  than  they  were  at  the  beginning  of  last 
spring. 

Three  distinct  changes  took  place  in  the  crop  prospects  during 
the  throe  months  of  the  spring.  The  month  of  March  opened 
with  very  propitious  weather  for  the  advancement  of  the  winter 
crops  and  for  the  sprouting  spring  sowings.  Under  the  influence 
of  the  mild  weather  that  prevfloled  throughout  the  month  of 
March,  and  the  abundance  of  moisture  which  remained  in  the  soil 
at  the  close  of  the  winter  season,  a  healthy  development  of  vegeta- 
tion took  place  and  cereals  of  every  description,  as  well  as  grass, 
promised  welL  Fruit  trees  blossomed  under  the  best  of  condi- 
tions, and  orchards  in  general  had  a  very  promising  appearance. 
The  month  was  visited  by  a  few  cold  days  which,  however,  in  no 
way  endangered  the  growth  of  the  cereal  or  grass  crops,  nor  did 
they  aflTect  fruit  trees,  except  probably  in  a  few  individual  gardens 
and  fields  where  both  crops  were  blighted  by  untimely  excessive 
cold  weather  so  that,  generally  speaking,  the  germinating  period 
passed  off  successfully  and  young  plants  and  sprouts  took  good 
root. 

A  striking  change  of  temperature,  however,  occurred  in  the 
early  part  of  the  month  of  April,  and  the  outlook  suddenly  toolc 
a  very  unfavourable  turn;  continued  drought  had  a  very  bad 
effect  on  the  development  of  cereals  and  grass  in  the  lowlands  of 
the  Caucasus,  the  growth  of  which  was,  in  consequence,  very  much 
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retarded  and  fniit  trees  withered.  Crops  sown  on  lands  which 
were  not  irrigated  became  parclied  up  and  ruined.  The  grass 
crops  were  burnt  up  to  such  an  extent  by  the  burning  rays  of  the 
suh  that  there  was  absolutely  no  work  for  the  scythe,  and  even 
cattle  had,  for  some  time,  to  go  hungry  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
suthciency  of  fodder.  The  noinad  tribes  of  the  Caucasus,  in  order 
to  avert  the  loss  of  cattle  througli  starvation,  were  compelled  to 
prematurely  move  away  to  their  summer  grazing  grounds  in  the 
mountains.  The  cereal  crops  in  the  Mougan  Steppes  were  so 
thoroughly  dried  up  tliat  swarms  of  locusts,  which  hatched  out 
their  eggs  in  the  district,  were  unable  to  find  sufficient  food  for 
themselves  and  died  on  the  spot. 

Towards  the  end  of  April  very  t,'enei*al  rains  visited  the  Trans- 
Caucasus,  continuing  at  intervals  throughout  the  month  of  May 
and  bringing  with  them  a  very  great  improvement  in  the  crop 
prospects.  The  subsequent  state  of  the  weather  was  all  that 
could  be  desired  in  so  far  as  concerned  the  growth  of  cereals,  and 
harvest  work  was  cari'ied  out  without  hindrance  during  the  month 
of  August,  so  that  the  yield  has  been  only  slightly  below  the 
average  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 

The  wheat  and  barley  ^rops  in  the  district  of  Djevat  are  un- 
satisfactory. This  is  principally  attributed  to  the  very  dry 
weather  which  prevailed  throughout  the  autumn  of  last  year  and 
spring  months  of  the  present  year  Jind  also  to  the  fact  that,  on 
some  lands,  the  crops  were  eaten  up  by  locusts.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  district  have  lost  over  40,000/.  in  consequence  of  the  short 
crop.  Their  millet  seed  and  maize  crops,  however,  have  been 
exceedingly  good,  and  will  probably  help  to  somewhat  relieve  this 
situation. 
1^  T  have  from  time  to  time,  in  reports  sent  from  this  Consulate 

on  previous  occiisious,  touched  upon  the  cultivation  of  tea  in  the 
Batoum  district.  In  most  of  them  I  never  spoke  very  hopefully 
on  the  subject  of  the  tea  industry  along  the  east  coast  of  the  Black 
Sea.  The  question  has  also  repeatedly  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  British  and  Ilussian  press.  All  the  articles  under  this 
head  that  have  come  before  my  notice  have  been  inclined  to 
speak  of  the  tea  culture  of  the  Caucasus  in  somewhat  eulogistic 
terms,  and  in  general  showed  that  they  had  great  confidence  in 
the  future  of  the  industry.  I  fear,  however,  that  these  periodi- 
cally published  optimistic  views  have  been  much  exaggerated 
and,  if  anything,  are  misleading  as  to  the  real  state  of  affairs. 
It  is  true  tfiat,  according  to  the  opinion  of  persons  who  are  com- 
petent in  the  cultivation  of  the  tea  plant,  the  climate  of  Batoum 
and  its  environs  is  all  that  can  be  desired  for  the  successful 
culture  of  tea,  but  there  are  many  other  conditions  obtaining 
which  stand  in  the  way  of  the  success  of  the  industry  ;  the  area 
under  the  cultivation  of  tea  is,  therefore,  not  inci-easing  in  the 
ratio  in  which  a  very  promising  industry  would  be  likely  to 
develop. 

The  two  principfd  growers  of  tea  in  the  Trans-Caucasus,  viz., 
the  Imperial  Domains  and  Messrs.  Popoff,  have,  I  am  informed, 
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added  to  the  area  under  tea  within  the  limits  ot*  their  estates, 
but  besides  these  two  plantations  hardly  any  other  tea  gardens 
of  importance  exist  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Batoum,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  the  reluctance  with  which  holders  of  land 
have  recourse  to  tea-growing,  clearly  demonstrates  that  the  tea 
produced  in  this  district  is  either  not  of  the  quality  rec^uired 
to  create  a  demand  in  the  Russian  market,  or  that  the  industry 
is  still  only  in  the  experimental  stage  and  the  results  hitherto 
obtained  so  uncertain  that  owners  of  small  estates  and  the 
peasant  classes  prefer  to  wait  and  learn  by  the  experience  of 
others  belore  embarking,  with  any  of  their  spare  cash,  in  an 
undertaking  the  remunerative  qualities  of  which  have  not  yet 
made  themselves  apparent. 

The  tea  crop  of  the  year  1901,  although  the  largest  ever  Tea  crop, 
obtained  in  the  Caucasus,  only  amounted  to  13^  tons.  I  may 
here  mention  that  this  result  has  been  obtained  after  a  period 
of  over  10  years  has  elapsed  since  the  first  experiments  in 
tea-growing  were  made  in  the  district,  and  further,  that  both 
the  firms  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  tea  have  spared  neither 
money  nor  pains  in  their  endeavours  to  render  their  respec- 
tive enterprises  a  success.  From  the  foregoing  it  is  cleir  that 
tea  planting  in  the  Caucasus  may  at  some  remote  period  become 
sufficiently  advantageous  to  warrant  its  being  generally  adopted, 
but  for  the  present  the  industry  has  not  assumed  any  commercial 
significance,  and  is,  therefore,  not  likely  to  play  an  important 
part  in  competing  with  Chinese,  Indian,  and  Ceylon  teas,  not 
only  in  the  markets  of  the  world,  but  even  at  the  Russian  and 
Central  Asian  tea  trade  centres. 

In   the   Imperial   Domains  at  Chackva  in  1900  the  acreage  imperial 
planted   imder  tea  was  405  acres ;  the  crop  was  gathered   from  p^toUons  ^ 
102  acres  and  it  amounted  to  5,400   English  lbs.      During  the  at  Chackv*. 
present  year  the  area  under  the  cultivation  of  tea  was  the  same, 
and  the  crop  was  gathered  again  from  102  acres,  the  production 
being    21,600    English    lbs.      The    tea   is    classified   into   three 
qualities.     In  1900  the  first  and  second  qualities  were   sold  at 
1  r.  50  c.  {Zs.  2^d.)  per  lb.,  and  the  third  quality  at  J   r.  20  c. 
(2s.   6^d,)  per  lb.     For  the  crop  of   the  year  1901   a   bid   has 
been   made   by   a   Moscow  firm   at   the   all-round   rate   of  1    r. 
(2h.  1  Jrf.)  per  lb.  for  the  whole  crop.     This  offer,  as  far  as  I  can 
ascertain,  has   been  refused,  and  the  tea  will  be  sold  from  the 
wine  dep6ts  belonging  to  the  Imperial  Domains  in  Russia  at  the 
following  prices : — 


Per  Lb. 


i  R.  r.. 

Ist  quality '  2  0 

2nd     „         1  (U) 

3rd     „         1  20 


The  quality  of  the  tea  grown  on  the  estates  of  the  Iini)erial 
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DiBeases  on 
the  tea-leaf. 


Measn. 
PopofPs  tea 
estates. 


Sericulture. 
Mulberry- 
leaf  crop. 


Domains  is  priiicipiilly  Kaiigara  Valley.  The  crop  is  gathered  on 
the  (.'eylon  system,  an  interval  being  allowed  between  each  gather- 
ing. This  year  the  weather  was  favourable,  and  four  crops  were 
gathered  on  the  estates;  the  first,  at  the  end  of  May,  and  the 
remaining  three  at  intervals  of  about  three  weeks.  The  plants 
are  gone  over  twice  at  each  gathering.  The  machinery  employed 
in  the  factory,  belonging  to  the  Imperial  Domains,  was  put  up  by 
the  Sirocco  Works  at  Belfast. 

The  Imi)erial  Domains  authorities  are  now  distributing  tea 
seed  to  the  pejisants  in  the  hope  that  tliis  measure  will  encourage 
them  in  the  cultivation  of  tea.  The  distribution  of  the  seed  is 
effected  on  the  condition  that  the  leaves,  when  gathered  in,  are 
sold  to  the  Imperial  Domains  Tea  Factory  at  Chackva  to  be  manu- 
factured into  tea. 

There  are  several  kinds  of  diseases  which  have  been  known  to 
attack  tea  leaves  on  the  plantations  of  Chackva,  but  they  are  not 
very  serious.  They  are  known  as  "  Hendersonia,"  "  Discosia," 
"  Seotoria,"  and  "  Pseudocomis." 

Messrs.  Popoft"R  estates  are  situated  at  three  different  points 
near  Batoum,  viz.,  one  at  Chackva,  the  second  at  Salibauri,  and 
the  third  at  Kaprshun.  All  the  three  estates  have  received 
Russian  names  within  recent  date,  and  are  now  known  under 
the  names  of  "  Otradnoe,"  "  Prevolnoe,"  and  "  Zavietnoe  "  respec- 
tively. The  area  under  cultivation  en  the  three  estates  is 
312J  acres,  of  which  81  acres  have  been  under  tea  for  a 
period  of  over  three  years.  The  yield  in  1900  was,  I  believe, 
nil,  and  in  1901,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  under  9,000  English  lbs., 
The  crops  on  these  estates,  I.  am  informed,  are  gathered  on  the 
Chinese  system.  The  tea  produced  is  stronger  than  the  Chinese 
tea,  none  of  it  being  wasted.  They  have  in  all  four  qualities  of 
tea,  the  first  is  sold  at  1  r.  60  c.  per  lb.  (about  3s.  8rf.  per 
English  lb.),  the  second  at  1  r.  20  c.  per  lb.  (about  2s.  lOrf.  per 
English  lb),  the  third  at  1  r.  per  lb.  (about  2«.  M,  per  English  lb.), 
and  the  fourth  (dust)  is  made  into  tabloids  and  sold  for  the  use  of 
soldiers  at  20  c.  per  lb.  (about  6d.  per  English  lb.). 

According  to  information  published  by  the  "  (Jommercial  and 
Industrial  Gazette,"  the  mulberry  trees  in  the  government  of 
Kutais,  during  the  year  under  review,  came  into  leaf  at  a  very 
early  period  of  the  season,  in  fact,  in  some  places  as  early  »is  the 
month  of  February,  so  that  the  feeding  of  the  silkworms  in  the 
Lowlands  also  commenced  unusually  early  in  the  season.  This, 
however,  could  not  be  considered  as  a  favouiable  indication,  but 
([uite  the  opposite,  seeing  that  the  leaf  in  its  growth  preceded  by 
a  whole  month  the  development  of  the  worms,  which,  therefore, 
had  to  be  fed  in  the  first  period  of  their  growth  with  a  fully-grown 
and  excessively  coarse  leaf.  On  the  other  hand,  very  sudden 
changes  in  the  temperature  took  place  during  the  month  of  April, 
accompanied  with  heavy  falls  of  rain,  bringing  with  them  a  disease 
on  the  mulberry  leaf  known  as  "  rust,"  which  in  the  silk-rearing 
districts  attacked  a  large  number  of  trees,  and  a  general  famine 
took  place,  the  result  being  that  the  price  of  the  mulberry  leaf 
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rose  in  value,  as  much  as  1  r.  20  c.  (2s.  6Jrf.)  being  paid  for  10  to 
15  lbs.  of  leaf. 

The  dearth  of  the  mulberry  leaf  in  the  government  of  Kutais 
is  annually  becoming  more  and  more  pronounced,  and  is  a 
question  which  will  have  to  occupy  the  serious  attention  of  the 
authorities  before  very  long ;  although,  in  view  of  the  high  rates 
paid  for  the  leaf,  a  good  many  farmers  are  now  beginning  to  grow 
mulberry  trees  on  their  lands,  but  the  young  trees  do  not  mature 
in  the  ratio  required  to  meet  the  steadily  increasing  demand. 

The  silkworm  eggs  from  abroad  commenced  to  appear  in  the  Imported 
various  markets  about  the  end  of  the  month  of  December  at  rates  ■il^''®"" 
varying  from  Ss.  2^d.  to  4s\  Sd  per  V)0x.  Silkworm  rearers,  how- 
ever, withheld  from  purcliasing  the  eggs  at  these  rates,  and  dealers 
were  compelled  to  sell  at  lower  prices  after  losing  a  large  quantity 
of  the  eggs.  The  number  of  boxes  purchased  last  season  is  esti- 
mated to  have  been  60,000,  making,  with  20,000  boxes  which  were 
already  in  the  district,  a  total  of  80,000  boxes.  Besides  these,  a 
considerable  quantity  of  eggs  were  returned  from  Turkestan  and 
Persia,  where  they  had  remained  unsold. 

The  process  of  feeding  the  worms  up  to  the  second  period  of  Coooons. 
their  growth  went  off  satisfactorily,  but  when  a  fall  of  tempera':ure 
took  place  in  April,  the  growth  of  the  worm  was  stunted  by  the 
cold  weather,  in  consequence  of  which  cocoons  appeared  in  the 
market  as  early  as  the  month  of  May.  The  crop  of  cocoons  was, 
on  the  whole,  good,  and  was  disposed  of  at  fairly  remunera- 
tive rates  (after  deducting  the  (quantity  required  for  the  local  silk 
industries),  mostly  for  shipment  to  France. 

The  quantity  of  silkworm  eggs  imported  into   the  Caucasus  Quantitj  of 
through  the  port  of  Batoum  during  the  past  winter  and  the  early  i^nported 
spritig  of   the   year  under   review    was    117,000   lbs.,   of  which  ®*^' 
20,300  lbs.  were   forwarded  direct  to  Baku  for   transmission  to 
Persia  and  the  Central  Asian  district.     The  Russian  newspapers  are 
clamouring  against  the  importation  of  the  silkworm  egg,  on  the 
ground  that  the  silkworm  rearers  of  the  Caucasus  are  aimually 
deprived  of  over  100,000/.,  which  have  to  be  paid  to  foreignei*s  for 
the  eggs  they  send  into  the  country,  and  further  statements  are 
made  to  the  effect  tliat  these  figures  in  themselves  clearly  show 
how  necesaary  it  is  that  a  compulsory  control  should  be  estab- 
lished   over  the  importation   and  sales  of   foreign   eggs,  with  a 
view   to    encourage   and   foster   the   production   of  eggs   in   the 
country,  and  thus  remove  the  dependency  of  the  silk  industry  on 
foreigners. 

The  all-important  question  as  to  the  manner  in  which  cattle  Cattle  plague, 
plague  and  other  diseases  of  cattle  are  to  be  exterminated,  still 
pre-occupies  the  minds  of  the  authorities  of  the  Caucasus.  The 
many  measures  which  have  been  adopted  for  several  years  past, 
inchiding  the  slaughter  of  animals  attacked  by  the  plague,  and  the 
remuneration  of  the  owners  of  such  animals  for  the  loss  sustained 
by  them,  do  not  appear  to  have  been  as  effective  as  was  antici- 
pated, and  it  appears  difficult  to  devise  a  measure  which  will 
radically  stamp  out  the  plague  and  the  many  other  diseases  of 
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Cattle 
rearing. 


Agricultural 
Exhibition 
at  Tifli» 


cattle  that  prevail  in  almost  every  province  and  district  of  the 
Trans-Caucasus. 

In  some  districts  of  the  Caucasus  where  cattle  plague  is  rife, 
with  a  view  to  protecting  healthy  cattle,  animals  are  only  allowed 
to  be  conveyed  from  one  place  to  another  inclosed  railway  wagons, 
and  all  the  roads  and  other  tlioroughfares  are  strictly  closed  to  the 
transit  of  cattle. 

With  but  very  few  exceptions,  cattle  rearing  in  the  Trans- 
Caucasus  does  not  form  an  independent  branch  of  agricultural 
industry,  and  is  therefore  of  no  commercial  importance,  but  serves 
merely  as  a  necessity  and  support  to  farmers  in  carrying  on  their 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  principally  in  furnishing  them  with  the 
animal  labour  they  require  for  tilling  the  soil,  and  for  the  many 
other  requirements  of  their  farmyards. 

Most  cattle  reared  for  slaughter  are  imported  into  the  Trans- 
Caucasus  from  the  provinces  of  the  Cis-Caucasu«5,  although  a  small 
percentage  of  such  cattle  is  reared  in  the  government  of  Kutais, 
in  Swanetia,  Upper  Adjaria,  and  the  district  of  Eatcha,  where 
about  2,000  head  of  cattle  per  annum  are  reared  for  the  markets 
of  the  Trans-Caucasus.  I  tiave  no  data  as  to  the  iiumber  of  cattle 
reared  in  other  parts  of  tlie  Caucasus  for  slaughter,  l:ut  in  any  case 
I  do  not  think  it  is  very  great. 

The  cattle  reared  lor  other  purposes  are  of  the  small  mountain 
type  of  aninal,  not  higher  than  slightly  over  4  feet  at  the 
utmost,  and  the  maximum  weight  about  8  to  12  poods  (288  to 
3]  2  lbs.  avoir.). 

The  large-sized  cattle  seen  in  the  Trans-Caucasus  are  brought 
exclusively  from  the  Ter  and  Kubau  districts,  from  which  all  the 
milch  cows  used  to  the  south  of  the  main  Caucasian  mnge  also 
come. 

The  conditions  under  which  cattle  are  reared  and  kept  in  this 
country  are  primitive.  No  method  exists  §nioi)g  the  peasantry 
for  looking  after  cattle,  and  as  a  general  ri^e  the  animals  are 
allowed  to  roam  all  over  the  country  in  any  dilution  they  please, 
picking  up  any  sort  of  pasture  they  may  come  a^ss  as  they  go 
from  one  field  to  another,  and  drinking  water  from  ijvers,  rivulets, 
ponds,  marshes,  trenches,  and  ditches,  or  stagnant  Raters  that 
come  within  their  reach.  "^ 

For  the  second  time  since  the  Trans-Caucasus  wer^  included 
in  the  Dominions  of  the  Russian  Euipire,  an  Agricultunll  Exhibi- 
tion, to  celebrate  the  centenary  of  tlie  submission  of  Goprgia  to 
Emperor  Paul  I,  was  opened  at  Tiflis  on  September  15  lasK  The 
show  in  question  has  now  been  opened  about  five  week^-  ^^^ 
is  a  perfect  success  in  so  far  as  its  attendance  by  the  public  u\  con- 
cerned, being  visittd  daily  by  a  very  large  number  of  ptVople 
coming  from  all  parts  of  the  Caucasus  expressly  for  that  purpd^. 

There  are  a  great  many  exhibits,  representing  almost  all  tte 
industries  of  the  Caucasus,  including  cottage  industries,  wherA  a 
large  variety  of  hand-made  goods  are  exposed,  principally  mann- 
factured  by  the  peasantry  of  the  country,  many  of  which,  althougil 
original  and  ingenious  in  themselves,  leave  much  to  be  desired  as\ 
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far  as  concerns  their  rough  and  clumsy  make  and  absohite  want  of 
finish. 

In  the  agricultural  section  of  the  Exhibition  are  to  be  seen  Agncultund 
samples  of  all  the  agricultural  produce  of  the  country,  including  *****®*^- 
cereals,  fruit,  wines,  beer,  dairy  produce,  vegetables  of  all  descrip- 
tions, some  of  the  specimens  exhibited  being  very  fine,  and  in 
general  a  large  variety  of  other  products  of  the  soil  from  all  tlie 
provinces  and  districts  of  the  Trans-Caucasus. 

The  other  sections  represented  are  fisheries,  the  carpet  in- 
dustry, furniture  making,  saddlery,  machineiy,  agricultural  imple- 
ments, comprising  mostly  ploughs,  winnowing  machines,  and  small 
threshing  machines  of  liussian  make,  carriages,  pumps ;  the 
petroleum  industry,  where  models  of  refineries,  well  bm'ing, 
derricks,  wire  r(»pes,  and  all  other  articles  used  in  the  industry 
are  exhibited. 

Soap  and  candles  manufactured  at  Tiflis  have  a  section  devoted 
to  them,  and  the  mining  section  gives  one  a  very  good  idea  of 
the  different  minerals  and  coal  which  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Caucasus. 

On  the  whole  the  Exhibition  is  of  interest,  and  is  well  worth 
visiting  for  those  persons,  who,  from  an  instructive  point  of  view, 
desire'  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  different  industries  of  the 
Caucasus. 

A  most  important  branch  of  agriculture  for  the  Trans-Caucasus  Rftmie. 
would  be  the  cultivation  of  the  ramie  plant,  which,  acconling  to 
experiments  made  by  the  Imperial  Domains  authorities  on  their 
lands  at  Chackva,  grows  very  successfully  on  plots  carefully 
selected  for  the  purpose,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  soil  should 
not  be  of  a  marshy  character,  and  that  it  should  be  nourishing 
and  porous. 

Besides  the  Imperial  Domains,  several  individuals  have  also 
started  the  cultivation  of  the  "  Chinese  nettle,"  and  have 
invariably,  I  am  told,  obtained  good  results.  Unfortunately, 
manual  labour  is  very  expensive  in  this  country,  and  this  being 
the  case,  it  is  quite  out  of  thi  question  to  have  recourse  to  stripping 
the  fibre  ofil'  the  stalk  by  hand,  as  is  done  in  China,  where  labour 
is  excessively  cheap.  The  peasantry  of  this  country  are  still 
unfitted  co  admit  of  the  possibility  of  the  general  adoption  of 
decorticators,  or  of  using  chemicals  for  stripping  the  stalk.  For 
this  parpuse  the  peasants  would  have  to  be  educated  up  to  using 
the  decorticatoi's,  &c. 

The  plant  has  been  known  in  the  Caucasus  for  many 
years,  and  attempts  at  cultivating  it  have  also  been  made  in  the 
governments  of  Kutais  and  Tiflis.  It  would  appear  that  it  grows 
to  a  very  old  age,  and  shoots  off"  a  large  number  of  branches  every 
year:  the  fibre  of  these  latter,  when  stripped,  furnishes  excellent 
material  for  making  parchment  of  a  certain  kind,  and  also 
ropes,  &c. 

I  have  seen  at  the  Agricultural  Exhibition  at  Till  is  some  excel- 
lent samples  of  rope,  cord,  and  twine  prepared  by  a  factory  in  the 
South  of  France  from  the  fibre  of  the  ramie  plant  grown  in  the 
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Caucasus.  They  are  of  pure  white  colour,  and  the  material 
manufactured  out  of  it  looks  very  serviceable,  and  the  rope  is 
exceedingly  strong.  By  all  appearances  it  is  as  good  as  the  best 
manilla  rope,  and  is  capable  of  sustaining  a  good  deal  of  tension 
or  straining.  I  could  not,  however,  obtain  any  iiiformation  as  to 
its  exact  power  of  resistance. 

In  some  parts  of  France,  I  believe,  the  cultivation  of  the 
ramie  plant  is  generally  adopted,  and  in  those  districts  where 
it  is  being  grown,  improved  decorticators  are  being  success- 
fully used;  the  method  of  strippuig  the  fibre  ofif  the  stalk 
by  chemical  process  is  also  a  good  deal  in  vogue  in  those 
^tricts. 

I  believe  a  company  was  promoted  some  time  ago  in  France, 
which  now  has  extensive  plantations  of  ramie  in  Algiers,  Sumatra, 
and  several  other  countries.  This  company  has,  I  am  told,  also 
entered  into  arrangements  with  certain  growers  of  the  ramie  plant 
in  the  Caucasus  to  purchase  all  their  produce  for  transportation  to 
its  factory  in  France. 
Cotton.  According  to  the  "Commercial  and  Industrial  Gazette,"  the 

warm  weather  experienced  during  the  month  of  August  last  was 
very  propitious  for  cotton-growing  both  in  the  Caucasus  and  the 
Trans-Caspian  district.  Diseases  of  the  plane  were  almost  totall} 
absent,  and  a  good  deal  of  activity  was  shown  by  purchasers  of 
cotton  towards  cotton  harvest  time,  which  was  somewhat  late. 
The  principal  dealers  in  cotton  distributed  considerable  advances 
to  the  growers,  and  it  was  at  first  expected  that  a  brisk  trade  with 
the  cotton-consuming  centres  of  the  Empire  would  ensue  during 
the  present  season,  but  this,  I  am  given  to  understand,  was  not 
the  case,  seeing  that  in  consequence  of  the  depressed  state  of  the 
money  market  and  in  the  expectation  of  a  decline  in  prices, 
Moscow  firms  held  aloof  from  purchases.  This  reacted  unfavour- 
ably on  Central-Asian  and  Caucasian  cotton,  the  prices  of  which 
consequently  became  very  depressed. 

The  number  of  firms  engaged  in  the  cotton  trade  in  the  Trans- 
Caspian  district  is  apparently  diminishing.  No  changes  in  the 
cotton  firms  have  taken  place  at  Bokhara,  and  several  new  firms 
have  established  themselves  in  Ferghana  with  the  assistance  of 
loans  advanced  them  by  the  Russo-Chinese  Bank,  which  has  opened 
a  branch  office  there.  The  chief  object  the  Russo-Chinese  Bank  had 
in  view  when  establishing  an  office  at  Ferghana,  was  to  secure  the 
Central-Asian  tea  business  for  itself,-  and  also*  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  out  warrants  and  making  advances  on  all  kinds  of  mer- 
chapdise,  but  principally  on  cotton. 

The  only  hydraulic  cotton  press  of  importance  in  Bokhara, 
which  was  owned  by  the  Kavkaz  and  Mercuri  Company  has 
recently  changed  hands,  and  has  been  acquired  by  purchase  by  the 
Yaroslav  Manufacturing  Company.  Seven  new  cotton-cleaning 
mills  were  opened  in  February  last  at  Bokhara  with  a  total  of  25 
gins. 
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This  year's  crop  of  azima  wheat  was  above  the  average,  but  Arima  wheat, 
only  inferior  qualities  as  regards  both  weight  and  colour,  and  con- 
taining some  10  per  cent,  of  rye,  principally  from  the  Tzaritzin 
and  Kouban  districts,  will  be  available  for  export,  the  best  kinds 
having  already  been  bought  up  for  home  consumption,  the  new 
railway  branches  in  the  Terek,  Volga,  and  Baku  districts  having 
made  it  possible  to  supply  grain  to  such  places  where  the  crops 
failed.  Prices  f.o.b.  Novorossisk,  17s.  5d.  to  17*.  lOrf.  per 
360  lbs. 

The  crop  of  hard  wheat '  was  good  and  compares  favourably  ^^^  wheat, 
with  that  of  last  year,  but  prices  offered  from  abroad  do  not  permit 
export  business,  consequently  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  this 
wheat  lying  at  stations  on  the  line  and  in  the  elevators.     Prices 
f.o.b.  Novorossisk,  I85.  3d.  to  18s.  o^d.  per  360  lbs.  . 

The  maize  harvest  has  not  yet  been  gathered,  but  crops  are  Maiae. 
said  to  be  very  good  and  a  large  export  is  expected,  prices  abroad 
being  high,  owing  to  the  reported  failure  of  the  American  crops. 
Prices  f.o.b.  Novorossisk,  13s.  2d,  to  13s.  7d,  per  360  lbs.,  or  just 
1  r.  per  chetwert  higher  than  those  of  last  year. 

The  barley  crop  is  reported  as  excellent  and  considerably  above  Barley. 
the  average.  There  is,  however,  little  in  the  market,  as  owing  to 
the  high  rates  paid  for  this  article  last  year,  present  holders 
decline  to  sell  and  await  better  oflers.  There  are  now  some 
23,000  tons  in  stock  here.  Prices  f.o.b.  Novorossisk,  13s.  per 
360  lbs. 

The    rye    crop   averaged   well,   but  for  the  time   being  that  Bye. 
grown    in    this    district     is     not     much    favoured     abroad,    in 
consequence  of  the  abundant  crops  in  Odessa  and  Nicolaiefif  dis- 
tricts, where  the  quality  is  stated  to  be  superior.     Prices  f.o.b. 
Novorossisk,  13s.  2d,  per  360  lbs. 

The  oat  crop  was  good  although  the  quality  suffered  Oata. 
somewhat,  owing  to  heavy  rains  at  harvesting  time.  A 
lai-ge  export  business  is,  however,  expected  during  the  winter 
months  in  view  of  the  reported  failure  of  crops  abroad.  Price  f  o.b. 
Novorossisk,  14s.  Sd.  per  360  lbs.,  or  1  r.  higher  than  was  paid 
last  year. 

In  spite  of  all  reports  to  the  contrary,ahe  linseed  crop  is.  now  IJinwed. 
stated  to  be  considerably  below  the  average,  and  in  consequence  of 
fluctuation  in  prices  abroad,  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  rates  will  rule. 
Eassia  with  its  comparatively  small  crops  being  absolutely 
dependent  ^n  the  American  markets.  There  is  now  little  or  no 
stock  here.     Price  f.o.b.  Novorossisk,  39s.  4d.  per  360  lbs. 

Sunflower  seed,  as  stated  in  my  last  year's  report,  is  being  Sunflower 
more   and    more    cultivated   year    by   year,   and   new   crushing  ^^^^' 
mills  are  being  built  to  meet  the  increased  demand  for  the  oil, 
which  is  extensively  used  as  a  foodstuff.     I  am  informed  that  this 
article  has  a  great  future  before  it,  and  that  millownera  are  at  the 
present  moment  reaping  a  handsome  profit. 

The  production  of  oilcake  is  rapidly  increasing  in  proportion  Oilcake. 
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to  the  buildiog  of  crushing  mills.  The  principal  markets  are  as 
follows : — Sunflower  seed  oilcake,  Denmark ;  mustard  seed  oilcake, 
Dunkirk,  Antwerp,  Holland;  linseed  oilcake,  Dunkirk,  Ant- 
werp, Holland  ;  and  rapeseed  oilcake,  Marseilles. 

Prices  f.o.b.  Novorossisk : — Sunflower  seed  oilcake,  I65. ; 
linseed  oilcake,  18s.  Id.;  mustard  and  rapeseed  oilcake,  9s.  7d. 
per  360  lbs. 

Viticulture.  The  vine  crop  of  this  year  has  been  abundant,  far  above  tlie 

average,  giving  some  250  gallons  of  wine  to  the  acre.  Local 
climatic  conditions  were  extremely  favourable,  there  having  been 
no  heavy  wind-storms  during  the  summer  and  good  rains  having 
fallen  just  when  required.  Proprietors  inform  me  that  the  sac- 
charine matter  contained  in  their  grapes  averages  about  24  per 
cent.,  whilst  the  maximum  reached  last  year  was  16  to  20  per 
cent. 

Owing  to  M^aut  of  capital  no  new  vineyards  were  planted  during 
the  past  12  monthvS.  The  price  for  new  wine  is  about  Is.  6rf.  and 
that  for  old  wine  about  o.s.  hd.  per  gallon.  Vine  owners  are  now 
.  negotiating  amongst  themselves  to  form  an  association  on  co- 
operative principles,  for  the  purpose  of  inviting  specialists  to 
improve  the  quality  ol  their  wine,  to  build  vaults  and  generally 
regulate  the  trade. 

Toba-co.  The  tobacco  crop  lia.'>  nf»t  up  to  the  present  been  fully  gathered, 

owing  to  the  heavy  autumnal  rains  causing  the  plants  to  continue 
sprouting.  It  is,  however,  considerably  above  the  average  as 
regards  quality,  the  yield  being  from  750  to  800  lbs.  per  acre. 
Prices  for  tobacco  grown  on  plantations  on  the  coast  line  of  the 
Black  Sea  (where  the  Russian  laws  regarding  foreigners  do  not 
apply)  rule  from  12s.  9rf.,  minimum,  to  31s.  lie?.,  maximum,  per 
36  lbs.,  whilst  for  tobacco  grown  in  the  interior  the  minimum 
price  is  8s.  6rf.,  and  the  maximum  17s.  per  36  lbs. 

Stocks.  On  September  .SO  of  this  year,  the  total  stocks  of  grain  and 

seed,  &c.,  were  79,000  tons,  comprising  12,900  tons  of  azinia 
wheat,  9,300  tons  of  hard  wheat,  23,000  tons  of  barley,  and  18,600 
tons  of  rye,  &c. 
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Supplementary  Beport  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consfdar 
District  of  Odessa  for  the  Yea/r  1900 

By  Mb.  Consul-Genkral  C.  S.  Smith. 

(Reoeiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  Jano&ry  20, 1002.) 

The  publication  of  the  Trade  Eeport  of  the  Odessa  Chamber  chamber  of 
of  Commerce  enables  me  now  to  give  further  details  regarding  Cknnmeroe 
Odessa  trade  for  the  year  1900.    Though  belated  they  may  be  of  >«port. 
use. 

The  value  of  the  report,  and  of  course  of  all  Consular  reports 
from  Odessa,  is  gravely  impaired  by  the  inaccessibility  of  official 
customs  returns.  In  the  body  of  the  report  it  is  remarked  over 
and  over  again  with  regard  to  different  commodities,  that  "no 
particulars  have  been  obtained,"  "no  particulars  are  available." 
The  returns  are  based  upon  information  and  estimates  obtained 
from  individual  merchants. 

Amongst  the  important  articles  for  which  no  returns  are 
available  are  cocoa,  vegetables,  cheese,  tallow,  butter,  hides, 
cabinet  makers'  wares,  carpentry,  turnery,  coopers'  wares,  cement, 
stoneware,  porcelain,  glassware,  mirrors,  chemicals  and  pharma- 
ceutical goods,  indigo  and  textiles. 

A  paragraph  on  the  subject  of  coal  on  page  5  shows  the 
difficulty  of  reporting  in  the  absence  of  offioial  data.  In  my 
report  No.  2709  I  put  the  total  import  of  foreign  coal  during  1900 
as  about  112,000  long  tons.  The  Beport  of  the  Chamber  gives 
194,290  long  tons  and  mentions  a  further  estimate  of  267,000  tons. 
The  estimate  given  by  me  is  probably  nearer  the  truth,  because 
my  informants  are  personally  interested  and  less  likely  to  be 
mistaken. 

.    The  principal  points  with  regard  to  the  commerce  of  Odessa  OeneraL 
for  1900  appear  to  be : —  reyiew. 

(a.)  A  diminished  export  owing  to  the  continued  bad  harvest 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

(&.)  The  scarcity  of  money  which  partly  resulted  from  over- 
speculation  and  losses  in  unsound  manufacturing  concerns, 
and  partly  from  there  being  no  crops  to  sell. 

The  large  diminution  in  the  export  of  cereals  was  not  restricted 
to  Odessa,  for  the  whole. export  of  Eussia  was  diminished  by  the 
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bad  harvests  of  1899  and  1900.  But  the  agricultural  districts 
adjacent  to  Odessa  suffered  in  particular. 

The  beginning  of  the  year  was  unsatisfactory  for  the  export 
trade ;  owing  to  the  bad  harvest  of  1899  stocks  of  grain  were 
small  and  prices  high,  whilst  abroad  markets  were  well  supplied 
and  prices  low,  and  the  state  of  the  market  weak.  The  tight- 
ness of  the  money,  meirket  kept  discount  high  and  prevented 
speculation. 

In  the  spring  prices  rose  and  trade  became  brisker  on  account 
of  a  threatened  failure  of  crops  in  South  America ;  but  the  profits 
of  exporters  were  swallowed  up  by  the  high  freights  that  ruled  on 
account  of  the  South  African  war.  When  the  fears  of  a  bad 
harvest  in  South  America  passed  prices  dropped  and  business 
ceased,  for  the  harvest  of  1900  barely  sufficed  for  local  purposes 
and  there  was  no  surplus  for  export 

As  was  natural  the  stagnation  in  the  grain  trade  affected  other 
branches  of  commercial  life.  A  poor  export  means  a  poor  import, 
especially  where  money  is  scarce.  Money  becoming  dearer,  all 
commercial  operations  were  greatly  embarrassed  and  every  bmnch 
of  trade  and  commerce  suffered  except  credit  establishments, 
which  did  a  good  business.  But  such  activity  cannot  be  regarded 
as  a  favourable  trade  symptom. 

The  year  1900  claimed  its  share  of  fedlures  from  amongst 
those  who  had  survived  the  year  1899.  On  the  other  hand,  com 
growers  who  had  good  crops  were  able  to  get  good  prices. 

An  exact  record  of  the  prices  would  be  of  limited  interest, 
but  I  annex  a  balance-sheet  showing  the  receipts  and  disposal  of 
grain,  flour,  &c.,  brought  to  Odessa  in  1900  : — 


Rbckipts  of  Grain,  Flour,  &c. 


• 

Quantity. 

Balance  in  dep6t  on  January  1, 1900      •  • 
Brought  to  Odessa  during  1900— • 

BjraQ 

>i  water 

»   cart 

Tons. 
247,200 

879,040 
879,040 
181,»40 

Total        

1,187,120 

Disposal  of  Grain,  Hour,  &a 

Quantity. 

Total  exports  abroad  during  1900  of  all  grain  and  grain 
produce  (including  shipments  to  Pacific  ports)    • . 

Locally  consumed         (about) 

Eiported  to  yarions  places  in  BuBsia. 

Balance  in  hand  on  January  1, 1901  ••         . .         •  • 

Tons. 

807,620 

128,600 

24,720 

181,280 

Total 

1,187,120 
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During  the  year  1900  the  total  imports  from  abroad  landed  at  imports. 
Odessa  amounted  to  528,736  tons.  Of  this,  about  22,000  tons  of  aenaraL 
such  commodities  as  tea,  tobacco,  cotton,  olive  oil,  &c.,  passed 
through  the  Odessa  custom-house  in  transit  and  the  duties  were 
collected  at  inland  custom-houses.  In  the  year  1899  the  total 
imports  amounted  to  483,600  tons.  The  increase  of  about 
45,000  tons  is  mainly  in  coaL 

The  total  imports  for  the  port  of  Odessa  amounted  in  the  yeai 
1900  to  about  1,096,160  tons  or  only  47^  per  cent,  (in  weight)  of* 
the  exports.  It  thus  appears  that  about  half  of  the  cargo 
capacity  wKich  arrives  at  the  port  has  to  come  empty.  Seeing  that 
shipments  from  the  Far  East  are  included  in  the  above,  and  that 
all  such  are  brought  in  Bussian  steamers,  it  would  seem  that  of 
foreign  vessels  coming  to  Odessa  a  yet  larger  proportion  comes  in 
ballast 

Coffee  is  not  a  Bussian  national  beverage.      It  is  mostly  Coffee, 
consumed  by  the  comparatively  well-to-do  and  by  foreigners.    The 
duty  on  raw  coffee  is  4  r.  50  c.  per  pood,  with  a  war  surcharge 
(imposed  July,  1900).  of  30  per  cent  or  in  all  5  r.  85  c.  per  pood, 
that  is  to  say,  about  11  17s.  per  cwt 

The  prices  of  Ceylon  coffee  vary  from  7L  18s.  4rf,  to  8L  14s.  lOd. 
per  cwt.  and  of  Bio  coffee  from  about  3L  17s.  to  6L  per  pood. 

No  return  is  given  of  cocoa.     Only  4,500  poods  were  intro-  Cocoa, 
duced  in  1899  and  as  the  duty  was  raised  by  50  per  cent,  in 
1900,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  larger  quantity  was 
imported  during  that  year. 

The  price  is  quoted  at  from  6/.  4s.  9d.  to  71.  Is.  4d.  per  cwt 

About   11,540  tons  of  tea   were   sent  in   bond   to  Moscow.  Tea. 
About  4,016  tons  were  cleared  in  Odessa,  being  an  increase  of 
955  tons  over  1899  and  1,552  tons  over  1898.    This  increase  is 
likely  to  continue,  for  the  industry  of  packing  tea  in  small  parcels 
and  distributing  it  is  now  carried  on  in  Odessa  as  well  as  Moscow. 

Ceylon  tea*  is  gradually  displacing  Chinese  tea,  and  Caucasian 
tea  continues  to  be  brought  in  small  quantities.  The  export  of 
tea  to  the  Balkan  Peninsula,  which  in  former  years  amounted  to 
at)out  100  tons,  has  almost  ceased. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity,  as  estimated  by  the  Coal. 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  foreign  coal  imported  at  Odessa  during 
the  three  years  1898-1900  :— 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1898        

1899        

1900        

Foods. 

2,062,000 

9,884,000 

12,062,000 

Long  Tons. 
33,080 
168,6;»8 
194,290 

According  to  another  estimate,  as  much  as  267,000  tons  was 
imported   during  the  year.     These  doubts  are  due  to  the  fact 

*  See  my  report  No.  2709,  p.  6,  on  this  subject. 

(7)  A3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6 


ODESSA. 


that  customs  returns  are  not  made  public.  As  remarked  on  p.  3 
neither  of  these  estimates  agrees  with  that  given  in  Report 
No.  2709. 

The  increased  import  is  partly  attributable  to  the  permission 
to  selected  companies  to  import  a  certain  quantity  of  coal  at  a 
reduced  duty  (see  Report  No.  2522,  p.  7),  a  permission  which 
in  some  cases  appears  to  have  been  extended  to  July  14, 1901. 
Fuel  was  very  dear. 

The  output  from  Russian  coal  mines  was  reduced  for  want  of 
capital  and  freights  ruled  high. 

The  quantities  of  Russian  coal  brought  to  Odessa,  principally 
from  Mariupol,  are  as  follows : — 


Yew. 

Quantity. 

1898 
1899 
1900 

Tom. 
813,120 
267,912 
841,804] 

The  following  list  gives  an  idea  of  the  prices  which  ruled 
during  the  year  in  Odessa : — 


From—— 

To— 

£  «.    d. 

£    •..d. 

Donetz  basin  pits,  large  sized,  anthracite 

1  19    4 

2    8    4 

„              „         first  size  lumps,  anthracite . . 

1  12    0 

2    2    0 

Russian  Donetz  coal,  according  to  the  mine     •  • 

1    4  11 

1  18    1 

PombroYO  coal 

1  IS    0 

2    0    8 

Silesian  coal           

19    2 

1  12    0 

Cardiff  coal            

1  10    0 

1  14    0 

Newcastle 

16    0 

19    0 

aiasgow^HuU • 

14    0 

16    0 

Coke. 


Fire-bricks. 


Metels. 


These  prices  were  by  about  30  per  cent  higher  than  in  1899. 

Hardly  any  coke  was  imported  in  1900.  The  prices  stand  at 
about  2/.  35. 4td.  to  2/.  4^.  7d.  per  ton  for  heavy  coke  and  at  IL  15s.  5dL 
to  1/.  18s.  Id.  for  light  coke. 

In  1900,  147,065  tons  of  fire-bricks  were  introduced,  against 
251,796  tons  in  1899. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  imports  of  metals  : — 
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Coniimoditj. 

Quantity. 

Bemarks. 

1899. 

1900. 

Pig-iron            •  •         •  • 

Ironware  of  T&rious  sorts, 
including  bar,  angle, 
and  T-iron  rails- . 

Sheet  iron  (under  No.  25) 
H        (over  No.  25).. 

Copper 

Tons. 
1,980 

12,850 
15,500 

3,480 
1,240 

Tons. 
830 

8,220 
4,680 
6,170 
2,520 

Not  known 

Monkland   pig,    No.    1,    from 
n.  11*.  ifrf.  to  77.  14t.  8rf.; 
Bussian  pig,  No.  1  to  0,  from 
8/.  18#.  8id.  to  5Z.  4f.  Ikd. 
per  ton;  with  a  fall  at  end 
of  year,  which  enabled  a  con- 
signment to  be  sent  to  France 

320  tons  were  steel  rails  for 
tramways,  &o.  Steel  rails  are 
more  and  more  rolled  in 
Bussia 

Prices  for  sheets,  from  127^ 
5».  Id,  to  1412.  7#.  8id. 
per  ton.  These  prices  are 
even  higher  than  for  1899 

The  total  weight  of  agricultural  machinery  and  implements  Agricultural 
imported  in  1900  at  Odessa  amounts  to  about  3,600  tons,  but  the  machines  and 
quantities  of  the  difTerent  classes  of  articles  cannot  be  given  in  ^'"pl*'^*^**- 
detail. 

The  total  for  1900  was  far  smaller  than  for  1899,  because  from 
early  in  the  year  it  was  known  that  crops  had  failed  over  a  large 
area.  Certain  agricultural  machines  may  be  imported  into  Bussia 
duty  free,  and  their  spare  parts  either  free  or  at  a  reduced  rate 
until  December  18,  1903.  Full  lists  of  these  may  be  seen  in 
the  Board  of  Trade  Journal  for  July  and  October,  1898.  Whether 
or  not  this  period  of  indulgence  will  be  extended  cannot  of  course . 
be  foretold,  but  in  any  case  it  is  clear  that,  as  far  as  duties  are 
concerned,  the  present  is  a  good  time  for  making  way. 

At  present  the  United  States  appear  to  monopolise  the  supply 
of  harvesters,  binders,  mowers,  reapers  and  horse  rakes. 

Steam  threshers  are  supplied  by  British  manufacturers.  But 
German  firms  have  followed  British  models  and  are  gaining  a 
footing  in  the  market  by  giving  longer  credit  and  selling  more 
cheaply. 

Single  and  double  ploughs,  drills,  broadcast  seeders,  hand  and 
horse-power  threshing  machines  are  made  in  Bussia  and  are  also 
imported  from  Germany. 

Scythes  and  sickles  are  imported  from  Austria. 

In   1900  the  importation  of   raw    cotton   was  18,060   tons  Cotton, 
(according  to  another  stat^nent  18,590  tons),  against  25,270  tons 
in  1899,  and  46,160  tons  in  1898.    The  decrease  is  attributable  to 
short  harvest  in  Egypt  and  the  various  quarantine  measures  which 
hampered  the  trade. 
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Ezportt. 
Sugar. 


New 

nayigaliion 

law. 


In  1900,  49,310  tons  of  sugar  were  exported  through  Odessa ; 
in  this  the  amount  of  4,780  tons  shipped  to  the  Pacific  ports  is 
not  included. 

Prices  did  not  fluctuate  much,  but  they  tended  to  exceed  the 
limitation  price  of  the  Ministry.  Although  portions  were 
repeatedly  taken  from  the  intangible  reserve  and  put  on  the 
home  market,  prices  remained  high,  which  shows  that  the  593,280 
tons  assigned  for  home  consumption  were  insufficient. 

In  cases  where  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  capital,  good  divi- 
dends were  paid  by  sugar  manufacturers,  but  in  many  cases  where 
there  was  insufficient  capital,  matters  went  very  badly,  and  there 
were  several  failures.  Money  was  scarce,  and  had  to  be  borrowed 
at  a  high  rate  in  order  to  pay  at  very  high  rates  for  coal,  beetroot, 
and  jute  bags.  Also  the  rate  of  excise  guarantee  was  raised  from 
4Z.  185.  5d,  to  6/.  45.  Id.  per  ton. 

The  sugar  exports  from  Odessa  in  1900  are  given  as  follows ; — 
Italy,  30,570  tons;  Turkey,  15,300  tons;  the  United  Kingdom, 
3,550  tons ;  Egypt,  1,320  tons ;  Japan,  492  tons. 

The  Kiev  manufacturers  complain  that  sugar  waiting  shipment 
at  Odessa  ia  carelessly  stored. 

The  new  law  regarding  harbour  dues,  summarised  in  my  report 
No.  2709,  p.  11,  is  now  in  force.  It  should  be  explained  that  the 
tonnage  dues  are  only  collected  once  for  a  voyage  to  Russia,  even 
though  the  ship  may  visit  more  than  one  Russian  port 


Population. 

and 

indnstries. 


Area  of  Prefecture  and  Town. 


Area. 

Municipal  property  . .           . .         •  • 
Of  private  owners  and  institutions  . . 

Acres. 
48,146 
68,832 

Sq.  MUes. 

76 

107 

Total  area  of  prefecture       . . 

116,478 

i 

182 

Houses  with  their  yards 

Streets,  squares  and  open  spaces     . . 

2,892 
6,481 

8i 

10 

Total  area  of  town  proper    .  • 

8,828 

13i 

FopuUtion  The  census  of  1892  returned  the  population  as  340,000,  and 

of  ^Prefecture,  ^hat  of  1897  as  405,000. 

Vital  Statistics,  1900. 


Numher  of— 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Males 

females 

7,647 
7,194 

6,985 
4,778 

Total 

14,841 

10,718 
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or  an  increase  of  4,128,  or  138  births  ;to  100  deaths.    The  ille- 
gitimate births  numbered  1,584  or  10*6  per  cent 

Marriagss  in  1900. 


Number. 

Orthodox 

Boman  Catholiot 

Hebx«w8,&o.          

1,902 

209 

1,526 

Total       

8,636 

Beligion. 


Number. 

Orthodox •« 

Boman  Oatholios 

Hebrews 

Latberans 

Armeno-QregoriaiiB           

SiaraimB 

Mahomedans 

Dissenters 

Others         ••         ••        /••         ••         •• 

245,718 

25,922 

188,789 

14,611 

2,494 

2,040 

989 

576 

1,489 

Total       

487,878 

The  Odessa    waterworks   can    supply    4,000,000    vedros,  orpuuic 
10,800,000  gallons,  in  24  hours.    The  water  is  taken  from  the  works. 
River  Dniester,  and  it  is  intended  to  double  the  supply.    A  Waterworks, 
plentiful  water  supply  is  of  peculiar  importance  to  Odessa,  for  it 
has  no  good  subsoil  water,  and  its  mean  annual  mnfall  is  only 
12'05  inches.     In  the  year  1900  the  rainfall  was  17*23  inches. 

The  mean  annual  temperature  is  50*2^  F.  In  1900  it  was 
51-6^  F. 

No  new  railway  lines  or  branches  calculated  to  assist  the  grain  Bailroadi. 
tr&de  were  built  or  opened  in  Odessa  or  neighbourhood  during  the 
year.  The  association  which  holds  the  Gk)yemment  permission  to 
construct  the  broad  gauge  line  to  Akkerman,  has  been  unable  to 
do  anything  for  want  of  capital  Nor  has  the  Odessa-Yoznesenk 
line  been  advanced,  although  it  was  declared  of  first  class 
importance  as  long  ago  as  1897. 

A  railway  from  the  Donetz  coal  basin  to  Skadovsk  is  said  to 
have  been  sanctioned,  but  the  line  is  still  only  a  project  Skadovsk 
is  in  lat.  468''  N.  and  long.  33^  and  it  is  cMmed  that  it  is  practi- 
cally never  closed  by  ice. 

The  railway  between  Theodosia  and  Kertch  has  been  open  for  Tbeodoaia' 
about  a  year.    It  ia  chiefly  for  minerals.    One  passenger  train  KaHoh 
runs  each  way  daily.    A  train  leaves  Theodosia  at  1.50  a.nL,  and  '^'^y- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10 


ODESSA. 


Hftrboon, 
fto. 


Httrbour 
0,  &c. 


reaches  Kertch  at  7  a.iiL ;  the  other  leaves  Kertch  at  10  p.m.,  and 
reaches  Theodosia  at  3.6  a.m. 

For  the  small  needs  of  1900  the  rolling-stock  on  the  South 
Western  Bailwaj  was  found  suflicient. 

The  Committee  adversely  criticises  the  tendency  to  develop 
new  ports  on  the  Black  Sea.  They  consider  that  such  decentralisa- 
tion must  be  bad  for  trade,  because  money  will  be  spent  on  them 
which  would  be  much  better  used  in  improving  already  existing 
ports. 

The  new  covered  customs  sheds  which  were  opened  at  the  end 
of  1899  are  said  to  give  insufficient  accommodation  even  for  a 
year  of  depressed  trade,  and  complaint  is  made  that  the  customs 
staff  IB  not  strong  enough  in  numbers.  Objection  is  also  made 
to  the  high  charges  of  the  Customs  Artel,  a  guild  of  labourers 
which  has  the  monopoly  of  working  in  the  custom-house. 

The  following  tables  show  the  extent  of  land  and  water 
surface,  and  the  length  of  quays  in  the  harbours,  of  which  the 
port  of  Odessa  consists. 

The  petroleum  harbour,  which  is  quite  apart  from  the  rest  of 
the  port,  has  only  been  latterly  completed.  Its  dimensions  are 
given  separately. 


Water 
Surface. 

T^and 
Area. 

Length  of 
Quay. 

Qiiantntine  harbour 

Praotical  harbour  (coasting  trade)  * : . 
ypy  haarttoiMT  iox  cqaL  ^troleum,  &c. . 

8q.  feet. 
2,499,000 
1,862,000 
1,960,000 

8q.  feet. 

2,697,000 

1,127,000 

882,000 

Total         

6,821,000 

4,606,000 

15,442 

Petroleum  Harbour. 


Description. 


Area. 


Dyke 

Mole 

Channel. 

Total    sheltered  water    area    inside 
breakwater  and  quarantine  mole   • . 
Total  length  of  quays  . . 


Length 

Breadth 

Length 
Breadth 
Depth 


Feet 


Sq.  feet 
Feet 


26,245 

r  280 

140 

L  105 

700 

70 

24 

9,964,850 
18,486 


Floating 
dock. 


The  dock  belonging  to  the  Sussian  Steam  Navigation  and 
Trading  Company,  of  which  I  spoke  on  p.  15  of  my  preceding 
report  (No.  2709),  has  been  in  use  since  October  13  (n.s.)..  It 
gives  great  satisfaction.     It  will  take  a  vessel  of  4,800  tons  dis- 
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placement  and  20  feet  draught.  The  dock  is  raised  in  about  two 
hours.  Between  October  13, 1901,  and  January  3, 1902, 14  vessels 
have  been  docked. 

I  subjoin  a  summary  of  charges  and  conditions : — 

For  Docking  and  Undocking  (with  the  use  of  Stages  and 

Shores). 


For  s  yessel  not  exceeding  600  tent  (groM)  •• 

For  every  additional  ton  above     600  up  to  1,600  tons  (grow) 

1,600      „    2,600        „ 
2,600  tons  (grow) 


Amount.  j 

i 


K.  0. 

36  0 

0  6 

0  4 

0  8 


NoTB.-»-AU  reesels  under  600  tons    (gross)  to  be  charged    as  if  of  thafe 
tonnage. 

Bent  of  the  Dock  (no  Bent  is  paid  when  Docking  and  Undocking 
takes  place  on  the  same  Day). 


For  the  first  day  after  docking — 

For  a  vessel  of  600  tons  (gross) 

For  e%  ery  additional  ton  above  600  tons  (gross) 
Bent  for  the  2nd,  Srd,  and  4th  days  after  docking — 

For  a  vessel  of  600  ions  (gross)  . . 

For  every  additional  ton  above  600  tons  (gross) 


Amount. 


B.  c. 

140  0 

0  2 

110  0 

0  2 


NoTB. — In  cases  of  vessels  requiring  extensive  repairs  these  rent  charges  may 
be  modified  by  previous  special  agreement. 

Bates  are  charged  for  every  ship  or  steamer  on  gross  tonnc^e.    Oonditumi. 

A  turn  book  is  kept  in  the  office,  and  vessels  must  go  into  the 
dock  according  to  their  secured  tum& 

On  registration  for  turn,  a  deposit  of  140  r.  is  to  be  paid,  and 
in  case  the  vessel  be  not  ready  to  take  her  turn,  the  deposit  shall 
be  forfeited.  Should  she  be  docked,  the  deposit  shall  be  on  the 
vessel's  account. 

The  company  reserve  to  themselves  the  right,  in  case  of 
emergencies,  to  modify  these  arrangements. 

All  expenses  for  dock  dues  and  for  work  done  to  be  payable 
before  the  vessel  leaves  the  dock. 

Geographical  position  gives  Germany  a  great  advantage  over  Gorman 
the  United  Kingdom  in  the  Bussian  markets,  which  German  «>°^P«***»^**' 
traders  do  not  fail  to  improve,  especially  by  means  of  travellers. 

As  a  general  rule,  new  imports  cannot  be  introduced  without 
some  kind  of  preliminary  personal  investigation. 

Prom  this  point  of  view  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  return  English 
railway  tickets  to  Bussia  from  the  United  Kingdom  are  not  issued  !^.!!*7 

•^  ^  facihUes. 
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by  eyeiy  Continental  line.  At  present  return  tickets  to  London  by 
Iiuslung  and  bj  Eburwich  may  be  bought  at  Odessa  with  a  good 
discount,  and  baggase  can  be  booked  through.  But  in  London 
return  tickets  to  Odessa  are  only  obtainable  vi&  Harwich,  and 
baggage  cannot  be  booked  beyond  Warsaw. 


LONBOK: 

Printed  for  Hu  H%)6stj's  Stotioneiy  Office, 
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Sefermice  to  previous  Report,  Annual  SerUs  No.  2548. 


Heport  on  the  Agricultv/re  of  the  Odessa  Distil  for  the  Year  1901 
By  Mb.  Conbux«-General  C.  S.  Smith. 

(Beoeiyad  at  Fonign  Office,  Febnuury  28, 1902.) 

The  harvest  prospects  for  1901  which  were  excellent  were  not  Hanett, 
entirely  fulfilled.  In  the  district  of  Podolia  and  near  Eieff  the  ^^i* 
winter  wheat  was  excellent,  but  the  Dnieper  district,  which  sup- 
plies the  bulk  of  grain  for  South  Bussia,  and  contributes  the 
fairest  part  of  its  exports  was  very  unsatisfactory,  and  the 
harvest  was  in  some  parts  even  worse  than  in  1900,  which  was 
a  very  bad  year.  In  fact,  from  the  Upper  Dnieper,  in  the 
district  of  Alexandrovsk,  hardly  any  grain  came  forward  at  all. 
In  South  Bessarabia  in  the  district  of  Akkerman  the  harvest  was 
fair,  and  a  good  deal  of  wheat  and  barley  was  drawn  from 
that  quarter. 

The  feature  of  the  year  was  the  crpp  of  maize,  which,  one  may 
say,  has  never  been  equalled  in  South  Eussia  before.__The  districts 
where  this  article  is  cultivated,  lying  chiefly  in  Bessarabia,  have 
supplied  enormous  quantities  for  export,  and  business  in  maize 
has  formed  for  the  last  three  or  four  months  almost  90  per  cent 
of  the  export  from  this  port. 

The  table  following  gives  in  detail  the  average  crops  in  the 
govenmients  of  this  Consular  district.  It  is  taken  from  the 
"Yestnik  Finantsov  Promishleimosti  and  Torgovli,*"  dated 
October  21  (November  3),  1901. 
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Orop  I  annex  a  table  condensed  from  an  official  report  published  at 

piosptctt.  St  Petersburg  in  the  "Journal  of  Trade  and  Industr}*/'  of 
December  9/22, 1901,  showing  the  condition  o|  the  winter  sowings 
in  this  Consular  district  at  the  end  of  Novjember  (o.s.),  1901. 
In  several  governments,  as  is  apparent  from'  an  examination  of 
the  table,  the  want  of  sufficient  rain  in  the  autumn  has  retarded 
the  git)wth  of  winter  grain,  but  prospects  would  appear  on  the 
whole  to  be  satisfactory. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ODESSA. 


o 


02 

I 

> 


s 


o 
c 


.2 
o 


.5 


I 


i 


I 

U2 


s  ■ 


Is 
511 


I 


a 


8 

I 


i 

S 
I. 


M 


I 


i 


I 

M 
A  4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8 


ODESSA. 


PhjUoxerii 
Committee. 


Oingested 

^nin 

export. 


In  the  middle  of  February  the  state  of  the  case  seems  to  be 
that  the  warm  winter  has  brought  the  grain  well  forwaixl,  and 
although,  owing  to  the  absence  of  snow  cover,  in  case  of  severe 
frost  the  position  might  become  rather  critical,  proprietors  think 
that  the  root  is  now  strong  enough  to  resist  any  frost,  especially  as 
the  season  is  so  far  advanced  that  we  are  not  likely  to  have  a 
prolonged  spell  of  hard  frost. 

Except  under  specially  favourable  conditions  the  vine  does  not 
grow  in  European  Bussia  north  of  the  48th  parallel.  But  of  late 
years  the  industries  of  vine  growing  and  wine-making  have  greatly 
extended  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  Empire.  The  vine  is  most 
chiefly  grown  in  Bessarabia,  the  Crimea,  and  the  Caucasus.  In 
Bessarabia  and  the  Crimea  much  attention  has  been  given  to  its 
cultivation  and  to  the  manufacture  of  wine,  not  so  much  of  the 
high-priced  wines,  but  of  good  table  wines.  Excellent  table  wine 
may  be  bought  at  Is.  a  bottle.  But  the  phylloxera  has  unfor- 
tunately established  itself  and  is  now  veiy  widely  spread.  In 
Bessarabia  it  is  almost  universal.  With  the  object  of  stopping 
the  mischief  committees  have  been  appointed. 

The  governments  of  Bessarabia  and  parts  of  Kherson,  Kieff, 
aiul  Podoha  are  in  this  respect  under  a  committee  whose  head- 
quarters are  at  Odessa.  The  committee  endeavour  to  carry  out  the 
disposition  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  but  as  their  district 
agj^regates  in  area  over  50,000  square  miles,  and  the  public 
money  at  their  disposal  is  only  42,000  r.  (4,400i.)  a  year,  it  is 
evident  that  they  can  only  work  on  a  very  modest  scale. 

Tlie  committee  have  under  them  three  nurseries,  eight  vine- 
yard inspectors,  and  three  travelling  gardeners.  They  establish 
depSts  where  remedies  are  sold,  and  in  the  winter  the  inspectors 
give  lectures  to  the  higher  pupils  of  the  village  and  national 'schools 
with  the  object  of  in  some  degree  combating  the  ignorance  which 
prevails  on  the  subject 

The  great  increase  in  the  amount  of  grain  to  be  shipped  conse- 
quent on  the  unusually  good  yield  of  1901  has  once  more  brought 
to  an  acute  phase  the  chronic  difficulty  in  loading  vessels  in 
Odessa  Harbour.  Whilst  there  was  little  to  ship  there  was  little 
difficulty  in  doing  so.  Now  that  there  is  a  considerable  amount  to 
ship  the  inadequacy  of  the  present  arrangements  causes  very 
serious  delays  to  vessels  waiting  for  cargo,  of  which  the  large 
majority  are  British.  Some  of  these  vessels  have  had  to  wait  for 
a  cargo  berth  as  long  as  25  days,  greatly  to  the  loss  of  the  owner, 
for  according  to  port  custom  lay-days  do  not  begin  to  count  till 
the  ship  is  alongside  the  quay  in  a  loading  berth,  of  which  there 
are  not  more  that  ten.  There  used  a  few  years  ago  to  be  15  berths 
available,  but  of  these,  three  berths  have  since  been  assigned  to 
regular  liners,  and  the  remaining  space  does  not  accommodate 
more  than  10  steamers  of  the  increased  length  of  the  present  day. 

When  the  ship  is  in  her  berth  the  custom  of  the  port  does 
not  require  more  than  320  tons  to  be  loaded  daily,  excepting  where 
otherwise  stipulated  on  the  contract ;  indeed,  if  the  custom  of  the 
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port  were  generally  adhered  to  not  more  than  one  vessel  a  day  could 
on  an  average  be  despatched. 

When  busitiess  is  brisk,  ships  alongside  load  750  to  1,200  tons 
a  day,  but  in  such  cases  despatch  money  is  generally  paid,  unless 
the  steamers  are  consigned  to  the  recoguised  regular  agent  of  the 
owners.  There  are  also  berths  where  ships  can  lie  stern  to  the 
quay,  and  be  loaded  over  the  stem.  These  are  not  counted  as 
"  loading  berths,**  and  excepting  in  very  rare  instances  the  ship  is 
charged  the  extra  cost  of  this  method.  Shipowners,  of  course, 
are  aware  of  the  opportunity  ottered  to  freight  speculators  by  the 
low  rate  of  loading  sanctioned  by  the  customs  of  the  port. 

The  London  Chamber  of  Shipping  sought  to  introduce  a  new 
contract  form  to  be  used  from  January  1  last,  which  should  give 
the  shipowner  better  terms  than  the  present.  But  then  and  since 
the  supply  of  tonnage  has  been  so  much  in  excess  of  requirements 
that  the  merchants  have  been  able  to  refuse  the  new  contract. 
Until  the  demand  for  tonnage  revives  it  seems  improbable  that 
owners  will  be  able  to  get  their  way. 

Grain  is  brought  down  to  the  shipside  partly  by  rail  and  partly 
by  carts.  The  available  carts  are  at  present  too  few.  Their 
numbers  have  been  much  diminished  because  in  late  years  the 
succession  of  bad  harvest  has  afforded  them  but  little  employment. 

At  present  the  railway  bears  the  principal  blame  for  the  delays 
in  loading.  It  is  not  worked  to  its  full  capability.  Partly,  no 
doubt,  the  principal  lines  are  congested  by  the  unusual  quantity 
of  maize  to  be  shipped;  for  the  maize  is  coming  down  extra- 
ordinarily early  and  quickly  because  the  extreme  dryness  of  the 
season  has  left  the  country  roads  in  exceptionally  good  condition. 
Partly  also  the  overhead  railway,  on  which  the  grain  trains  pass 
to  discharge  their  load  either  on  to  the  grain  transporters  or  on  to 
the  quay  for  being  carried  on  board,  is  inadequately  provided  with 
sidings,  so  that  much  time  is  lost  through  difficidty  in  taking 
away  empty  trucks.  But  the  railway  could  bring  down  much 
more  than  at  present  for  the  trucks  are  not  loaded  by  night, 
although  the  port  rules  allow  vessels  to  receive  grain  at  any  hour. 

The  available  trucks  are  said  to  be  insuCBcient  in  number,  but 
of  course  it  would  be  useless  to  add  to  the  number  of  trucks  beyond 
what  can  be  accommodated  at  the  terminals  and  stations. 

In  Bussia,  railway  traffic  is  bound  to  be  slow  because  the  lines 
are  not  designed  for  rapid  running  and  because  it  is  only  by  excep- 
tion and  on  the  principal  routes  that  the  lines  are  doubled.  Also 
it  is  usual  for  freight  trains  to  stop  at  every  small  station. 

Another  cause  of  delay  which  operated  earlier  in  the  season 
is  the  existing  law  which  classes  goods  according  to  perishable- 
ness,  and  requires  that  goods  of  a  less  perishable  category  shall 
not  be  loaded  on  trucks  as  long  as  more  perishable  goods  are 
in  the  station.  While,  therefore,  beetroot  is  being  carried,  grain, 
stone,  fuel,  &c.,  have  to  wait,  and  when  the  beetroot  is  out  of  the 
way,  grain  monopolises  facilities  to  the  exclusion  of  stone, 
timber,  &c 
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Mr.  Consul  H.  P.  Smith  reports  as  follows : — 
Harrest.  The  harvest  of  1901  in  tliis  district,  so  far  as  the  principal 

crops  were  concerned,  was  fairly  abundant.  The  winter  of  1900-01 
was  highly  favourable  to  the  winter  grain,  there  being  a  plentiful 
covering  of  snow  to  protect  it  from  the  severe  frosts,  which, 
after  the  spring  broke,  provided  sufficient  moisture  to  carry  the 
crops  over  that  season.  During  the  early  spring  there  were  occa- 
sional warm  days,  which  proved  highly  beneficial  to  the  winter- 
sown  crops.  The  spring  sowing  was  carried  on  under  the  most 
favourable  auspices,  and  in  general  the  spring  crops  came  up  in 
excellent  condition.  Up  to  about  the  middle  of  May  the  outlook 
was  highly  promising,  but  a  succession  of  thunderstorms,  accom- 
panied by  hail,  did  much  damage  to  the  rnpidly-ripening  crops. 
So  far  as  I  can  gather,  in  the  province  of  Kiefif  3,049  dessiatines 
(8,385  acres)  were  destroyed,  representing  a  loss  of  98,350  r. 
(10,350/.),  while  from  the  provinces  of  Podolia,  Wolhynia,  and 
Chemigoff  thete  are  also  reports  of  considerable  areas  having  been 
destroyed.  The  harvest  commenced  10  days  earlier  than  usual, 
and  the  yield  was  far  better  than  that  of  previous  years,  winter 
wheat  giving  an  average  of  about  180  poods  to  the  dessiatine 
(21  cwts.  to  the  acre) ;  the  yield  of  rye  was  somewhat  under  that 
of  wheat,  while  the  spring-sown  crops  did  not  show  such  a  favour- 
able average.  The  grain  was  of  good  quality  and  there  was  an 
abundant  yield  of  straw. 
Hay.  Both  meadow  and    field    grass  were    good  in  quality  and 

quantity. 
Clover.  The  clover  crop  was  above  the  average  and  the  present  price  is 

about  6J  r*  per  pood  (42«.  6d.  per  cwt.). 

For  the  sake  of  comparison  the  following  figures  giving  the 
result  of  the  harvest  of  1901  for  the  Russian  Empire  may  be  found 
useful : — 

The  total  area  under  cultivation  was  79,661,964  dessiatines 
(219,070,401  acres),  of  which  31,798,656  dessiatines  (87,446,304 
acres),  or  about  39*9  per  cent,  was  under  winter-sown  crops,  and 
4*7,863,308  dessiatines  (131,624,097  acres),  or  about  601  per  cent, 
under  spring  crops.  There  was  an  increase  in  area  when  compared 
with  1900  of  1,313,925  dessiatines  (3,613,293  acres),  and  of  the 
increase  spring  crops  accounted  for  1,073,975  dessiatines 
(2,953,431  acres)  ;  the  area  and  yield  under  different  crops  being 
as  follows — 
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Crops. 

Area. 

Yield. 

Winter  wheat    ..         .. 

»    7«      

Spring  wheat 

»    rye         

OaU        

Barley 

Buckwheat        ••         •• 

Millet 

Kaise)  peae,  &0. 

Aoree. 
14,096,087 
73,350,217 
41,221,632 

1,867,066 
45,816,867 
21,861,353 
.  6,199,886 

7,808,800 

7,264,598 

ToDB. 

4,946,886 

18,687,297 

6,518,260 

294,858 
8,919,695 
5,148,388 

772,645 
1,689,584 
2,807,781 

Total 

219,070,401 

49,128,269 

The  result  of  the  harvest  of  fiussia  for  1901  shows  a  decrease 
of  12J  per  cent  when  compared  with  the  harvest  of  1900,  and, 
therefore,  for  the  whole  of  the  Empire  must  be  considered  as  under 
average. 

The  area  under  the  potato  crop  and  yield  from  same  was  as  Poutoea: 
follows : — 


Provinoe.                       |         Area. 

Yield. 

Eie£F 

Podolia 

Wolh)mia          

Chemigoff          

Poltawa 

Acree. 

159,844 

141,847 

^96,640 

294,621 

163,009 

Tons. 

478,448 

421,565 

8«9,382 

869,224 

858,961 

Total       .• 

1/)66,461 

2,977,574 

The  yield  of  oil-seeds,  both  winter  and  spring-sown,  was  very  OU-seedn 
poor,  and  there  being  no  stocks  on  hand  from  the  harvest  of  1900, 
it  is  not  surprising  tibat  there  was  a  considerable  advance  of  prices 
during  1901.  During  the  annual  "  Contracts  "  or  fair  held  in  Eieff 
in  March,  sales  of  the  coming  harvest  were  effected  at  1  r.  15  c. 
per  pood  (7«.  6d.  per  cwt.)  for  linseed,  1  r.  10  c.  per  pood  (7«.  2d. 
per  cwt)  for  rape-seed,  and  1  r.  7  c.  per  pood  {Is.  per  cwt.)  for 
poppy-6€^.  When  the  time  for  delivery  came  round,  these  prices, 
owing  to  the  poorness  of  the  harvest,  had  advanced  20  to  25  per 
cent,  and  by  the  end  of  1901  the  prices  ruling  were : — 


Price. 

Per  Pood. 

Per  Cwt. 

Linseed 

Bape-seed          

Popp7-teed        

B.    0. 
1    86 
1    65 
8      0 

#.    d. 

12    1 
10    9 
19    7 
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In  addition  to  the  demand  lor  oil-seeds  for  export,  the  erection 
of  several  oil-mills  is  an  extra  factor  in  the  steady  advance  of 
prices. 

Notwithstanding  the  good  harvest,  there  is  little  or  no  stock  of 
grain  on  hand  in  this  district.  This  result  is  not  alone  due  to  the 
larger  quantity  exported  in  1901,  but  also  to  a  demand  from  the 
central  provinces  of  Russia,  and  the  Ekaterinoslaw  district — where 
the  harvest  was  a  complete  failure.  There  was  a  considerable 
demand  for  rye  and  oats  from  Poland  and  the  north-westera 
district  of  Sussia.  At  present  the  prices  ruling  in  this  district, 
with  delivery  to  the  nearest  railway  station,  are  as  follows : — 


Price. 


I  Per  Pood. 

Copecks. 
Winter  wheat  •.  88 

Spring  wheat  . .  I        85 

Bye 65 

OaU 74 

Bariev  60 


Per— 


Quarter  of  480  lbs. . 


320  lbs. . 
4001bft. . 


Sterling. 


£    *.  d. 

1     4  7 

18  9 

0  18  2 

0  13  9 

0  14  0 


Beet  orop. 


Tield  of 
beetroot 
from 


Estimated 
qiiaotitj  of 
sugar  from 
yield. 


The  beetroot  crop  is  also  above  the  average.  The  roots  contain 
a  high  percentage  of  sugar  ranging  from  55  to  62  lbs.  per  "  berko- 
wetz "  of  360  lbs.  The  official  returns  show  that  the  total  area 
sown  under  this  crop  in  1901  was  539,598  dessiatines  (1,483,894 
acres),  as  against  498,722  dessiatines  (1,371,485  acres)  in  1900; 
but  of  this  quantity  32,455  dessiatines  (89,251  acres)  turned  out 
a  failure,  so  that  the  actual  area  yielding  a  crop  was  507,143 
dessiatines  (1,394,643  acres)  or  8,421  dessiatines  (23,158  acres) 
more  than  the  actual  area  of  1900. 

The  yield  expected  from  the  above  area  is  given  as  506,577,220 
poods  of  roots  (8,170,600  tons),  or  an  increase  when  compared 
with  the  yield  of  1900  of  107,105,235  poods  (1,727,504  tons).  The 
average  yield  per  acre  would,  therefore,  be  about  117^  cwts.,  as 
against  99  cwts.  in  1900,  118  cwts.  in  1899,  104^  cwts.  in  1898, 
116  cwts.  in  1897,  and  121  cwts.  in  1896. 

The  quantity  of  sugar  expected  to  be  produced  from  the  above 
yield,  with  278  factories  in  operation,  is  given  as  59,267,676  poods 
(955,930  tons),  or  10,756,855  poods  (173,498  tons)  more  than  the 
estimated  production  of  1900.  In  order  to  obtain — as  near  as 
possible — the  exact  quantity  of  sugar  available,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  add  to  the  above : — 
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Bstimated   amount  of  sugar  prodnoed    bj 

278laotoriet 

Balanoe  of  " inviolable  retenre  "        ••         •• 
„         "freepeaorre" 


Total 


Poodi. 


Quantity. 


Tone. 


69,267.676  9M,980 

1,600,092  24,196 

2,706,908  48,692 


68,476,071 


1,088,817 


In  comparing  the  yield  of  sugar  from  the  beetroot,  it  will  be 
fieen  that  in  order  to  produce  1  ton  of  sugar  8*55  tons  of  beetroot 
were  required,  as  against  823  tons  in  1900. 

The  quantity  of  sugar  as  fixed  by  the  Ministry  of  Finance  for  Quantity  of 
home  consumption  from  the  campaign  of  1901-02  is  39,000,000  f'S^  ^^ 
poods  (629,032  tons),  and  an  "inviolable  reserve"  of   5,000,000  ^^^^ion 
poods  (80,645  tons).    There  will,  therefore,  be  about  19,476,671  &o.  ' 

poods  (314,140  tons)  of  a  "  free  reserve"  for  export. 
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The  employment  of  artificial  manures  in  the  "  black-soil  "  dis-  Artifloiai 
trict  of  Russia  is  in  its  infancy ;  in  fact  the  use  of  manure  of  any  fertiliwr*. 
kind  is  of  comparatively  recent  data  Nevertheless,  the  farmers 
are  already  appreciating  the  advantages  of  manuring  their  land, 
and  as  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  obtain  a  sufficient  supply  of 
farmyard  manure,  they  are  using  artificial  fertilisers  instead. 
Hitherto  the  farmers  depended  entirely  upon  the  richness  of  the 
black  soil,  but  when  harvests  began  to  deteriorate  they  began  to 
bestow  their  attention  on  means  to  enable  it  to  recuperate  its  fer- 
tility, and  profiting  from  the  results  shown  them  by  the  various 
agricultural  institutes,  they  are  adopting  the  suggested  remedies  to 
insure  themselves  against  bad  harvests. 

In  the  cultivation  of  beetroot  in  the  south-western  district 
(Kieff,  Podolia,  Wolhynia,  aud  Chernigoff)  superphosphate  plays 
a  very  important  part  in  strengthening  the  plants  during  the 
spring  against  the  ravages  of  insects,  and  at  the  same  time  pro- 
ducing an  increase  in  the  size  of  the  roots  as  well  as  a  greater 
percentage  of  sugar. 

As  yet  artificial  manure  is  very  little  used  in  the  cultivation 
of  winter  grain,  as  the  selling  price  of  grain  does  not  leave  a 
margin  for  the  employment  of  fertilisers.  Nevertheless,  trials 
have  been  made  with  grain  crops,  and  no  doubt  the  increase  in 
the  yield  will  lead  to  a  more  extended  use  of  fertilisers  in  the 
future. 

In  1901  it  is  estimated  that  in  the  "  black-soil "  district  of 
Russia  the  following  quantity  of  fertilisers  was  used : — 


Qnantify. 


Poods. 

Superphosphate ;       400,000 

Chili  saltpetre \         40»000 

Kainit ;  30,000 

Thomas  slag '         50,000 

t 


Tons. 

6,462 

645 

484 
806 


NiCOLAIKFF. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Woodhouse  reports  as  follows : — 

The  hopes  generally  entertained  in  the  early  part  of  1901  of  Harve*t. 
a  splendid  harvest  in  the  province  of  Kherson  were  only  partly 
realised,  owing  to  the  \mexpected  and  unseasonable  wave  of 
tropical  heat  in  the  first  week  of  June.  Coming  as  it  did  on  the 
top  of  ordinary  spring  weather  it  checked  ttie  filling  of  the  ear  and 
dried  up  whole  fields  of  com.  Nevertheless,  on  the  whole  the 
yield  was  good. 

The  best  results  were  obtained  in  the  northern  and  western 
.districts  of  the  province.  There  rye,  for  instance,  yielded  variously 
from  1,000  to  2,500  lbs.  per  acre.    The  larger  crops  were  those 
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that  had  been  favoured  by  the  earlier  rainfalls  in  June.  Wheat,  • 
in  that  part  of  the  province,  yielded  even  better  than  rye  on  the 
whole,  and  was  of  unusually  good  quality,  colour,  and  weight 
(about  500  lbs.  per  quarter).  Inferior  qualities  and  of  pale  colour 
were  obtained  in  the  districts  visited  by  the  thunderstorms  and 
cloud-bursts  in  the  beginning  of  July.  Barley  suffered  more  than 
other  com  from  the  heat  and  di-ought.  It  was  stunted  in 
growth  and  sparsely  covered  the  groimd,  aad  yielded  indiflferently. 
It  was  however  of  a  good  average  quality. 

The  harvest  in  the  south-eastern  half  of  the  province,  especially 
in  the  vicinity  of  Nicolaieff  and  Kherson,  was  exceedingly  irregular 
in  character;  in  some  places  no  more  than  200  lbs.  of  wheat  or  barley 
were  gathered  per  acre,  whilst  in  others  four  or  five  times  as  much 
were  obtained.  Maize  was  the  only  cereal  that  benefited  by  the 
July  torrents.  The  plant  itself  resisted  the  driving  rain  or  hail 
))etter  than  the  half -parched  corn,  and  at  the  same  time  it 
profited  by  the  moisture,  which  came  too  late  for  the  other 
plants. 

A  proof  of  the  contention  that  tliis  year's  harvest  in  Southern 

llussia  was  not  as  abundant  as  anticipated  is  the  firmness  of  the 

local  grain  market.     Prices  have  also  been  affected  by  the  failure 

of  the  crops  in  the  eastern  part  of  Russia  from  Ekaterinoslav  to 

Kazan,  which  embraces  the  Donetz  and  the  Volga  basins  and  the 

provinces  of  Samara  and  Saratov. 

Pricetand  The  local  stocks  and  prices  are  now  (end  of  December)  as 

•took..  f^,j^^,g ._ 

Price  per  Quarter. 

Quantity.       

1  From—  To— 


Tons.  .       £    s.  d.  £    *.   d. 

Wheat            i          60,000  1     4  «  14     0 

Kye i          10,000  0  1»  3  0  19    6 

Barley           7,000  0  15  6  0  15    9 


There  are  no  stocks  to  speak  of  of  either  maize,  oats,  or  oil- 
seeds. 
Infects.  As  usual  during  late  years  great  ravages  to  the  crops  were 

caused  by  insects,  prominent  amongst  which  were : — 

The  Anisoplia  AvMriam  beetle,  which  generally  appears  in  the 
early  part  of  June.  Entomological  observ^ations  have  proved  that 
for  exterminating  this  pest  prevention  is  better  than  cure ;  that  is 
to  say,  that  the  bettle  should  not  be  allowed  to  fully  develop 
undisturbed.  The  most  effective  preventive  is  to  plough  the  fields 
immediately  after  the  corn  is  cut,  in  order  to  uncover  the  eggs 
and  thus  prevent  their  hatching  into  larvse.  Later  on,  when 
frost  is  expected,  the  ground  should  be  ploughed  again  deeper,  and 
the  larvae  exposed  to  the  cold  which  kills  them.  This  process 
should  be  repeated  in  the  following  year,  as  the  larvae  from 
eggs  laid  this  year,  for  instance,  will  only  develop  into  beetles 
in  190o. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NICOLAIEFF.  17 

The  Epicorrutis  Hirta  beetle,  which  is  caught  by  hapd  anjl 
taken  to  the  Eural  Administration  of  the  Zemstvo,  which  pays 
a  certain  price  per  measure  in  order  to  encourage  its  destruction. 

The  Eurycreon  seu  Botys  Stiticalis,  called  in  Russia  the 
meadow  butterfly.  The  caterpillars  of  this  insect  were  so 
numerous  this  year  that  in  some  places,  whilst  crossing  the 
railway,  they  caused  trains  to  stop,  owing  to  the  rails  becoming 
slippery  from  their  crushed  bodies.  The  beetroot  harvest  sufl'ered 
the  most. 

Locusts  of  various  kinds,  the  Caloptenvs  Itcdicus,  Pachytvius 
Nigrofasdaivs,  (Edipoda  Cceralescus,  and  other  orthoptera, 
lepidoptera  and  coleoptera  were  also  numerous,  and  added  to  the 
total  dcunages  done  to  the  crops  by  the  natural  enemies  of  the 
fanner. 

The  outlook  for  next  year  is  not  of  the  best.  The  winter  Outlook  for 
sowings  have  been  greatly  hampei-ed  by  the  continued  absence  of  ^®^*  ii»rvert. 
rain  throughout  the  past  three  months.  In  many  places  the  soil 
was  actually  too  hard  to  plough.  Whenever  rain  fell  it  was 
followed  by  wind  which  immediately  dried  up  the  soil  and 
rendered  sowing  almost  useless.  Early  frosts,  followed  by  a  spell 
of  mild  weather,  will  have  also  done  a  deal  of  harm.  In  the 
middle  of  December  a  snowstorm  passed  over  Southern  Bussia 
and  covered  the  land  to  a  depth  of  about  5  inches,  but  it  lay  only 
a  couple  of  days  and  then  melted  away.  The  winter  crops  usually 
suffer  on  account  of  this  irregularity  of  the  climate.  They 
require  a  good  covering  of  snow  to  help  them  to  resist  the  cold 
wWch  often  falls  as  low  as  10°  or  15°  Fahr.  below  zero,  and  which 
in  this  part  of  the  world  is  as  often  £is  not  accompanied  by  strong 
winds. 

Taking  everything  into  consideration  the  agricultural  popula-  ^« 
tion  is  anything  but  prosperous  at  present.    The  system  of  credit  ^^^^^1^1^^ 
obtaining  during  the  last  few  years  has  resulted  in  the  majority  of  ' 

the  better-to-do  peasants  getting  very  much  in  debt  for  agricul- 
tural implements  and  machinery.  Some  of  the  more  favoured 
have  paid  off  their  debts,  but  the  greater  part  are  absolutely 
finable  to  do  so.  Competition  having  become  so  keen  deal^ns  in 
i^cultural  machinery  were  forced  to  sell  their  goods  on  the 
instalment  system.  As  often  as  not  a  buyer  would  bargain  for  an 
article,  and,  having  given  more  or  lees  satisfactory  references, 
would  pay  sometimig  like  5  per  oent.  down,  give  bills  for  the 
remainder  and  take  his  purchase  away.  If  his  crops  yielded  well 
he  would  pay,  if  not  he  would  shrug  his  shoulders  and  offer  to 
return  the  purchase.  But  as  the  article  had  generally  suffered 
from  abuse  more  than  from  use  the  dealer  would  prefer  to  let  its 
buyer  keep  it,  and  trust  to  luck  in  recov^ing  his  money  at  some 
future  time. 

At  the  present  moment  tb^e  is  no  cattle  plague  in  this  CbmXs 
district,  nor,  I  believe,  in  any  part  of  this  provinca      Isolated,  ^^■^•■^' 
eases  of  anthrax  are  occasionally  reported.     Great  attention  is 
paid   to   cattle  diseases,  and  whenever  any  cases  are  reported 

<16)  B 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18 


NICOLAIEFF. 


immediate  measures  are   taken    to   prevent  the  contagion  from 
spreading. 

Glanders  and  farcy  are  rather  common  amongst  horses,  and  as 
afTected  animals  cure  destroyed  on  being  detected  the  peasants 
refrain  from  reporting  cases  as  long  as  possible,  thereby  preventing- 
the  eradication  of  the  disease. 


Sevastopol. 


Kxtinction 
of  f or«ign 
trade. 


Harvest. 


UnfsTourable 
outlook. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Mackie  reports  as  follows : — 

Sevastopol  till  lately  supplied  the  markets  of  the  United 
Kingdom  with  some  360,000  tons  of  agricultural  produce  annually, 
and  during  a  prosperous  year  provided  freight  for  as  many  as 
270  British  ships  of  454,963  tons.  Hitherto  the  United  Kingdom 
held  the  preponderant  share  of  the  trade  of  this  port,  but  since 
this  splendid  harbour  has  been  transformed  into  a  naval  base*  by 
an  Imperial  Ukase  it  is  no  longer  accessible  to  foreign  shipping, 
and  its  grain  trade  has  become  extinct.  The  closing  of  so 
favourable  an  outlet  for  the  export  of  grain  has  operated  with 
considerable  severity  a^nst  agriculture  in  this  peninsula,  while 
the  absence  of  trade  has  banished  a  formerly  prosperous  mercantile 
community  from  this  city  and  plunged  the  municipality  into  great 
financial  depression.  Other  detrimental  influences  are  producing 
similar  effects,  conspicuous  among  them  being  the  steady  exodus 
of  the  Tartar  popidation  of  the  Crimea,  who  are  migrating  to 
Turkey  in  large  numbers,  and  the  ever-increasing  poverty  of  the 
peasantry,  already  exhausted  by  a  succession  of  years  of  scarcity 
and  want. 

The  fair  prospects  in  the  early  spring  of  an  abundant  yield 
were  not  sustained  throughout  the  entire  Crimea.  Unfortunately, 
in  many  localities  the  vegetation  produced  by  the  early  rains 
became  obliterated  by  the  subsequent  burning  droughts,  though 
in  other  districts,  where  the  climatic  influences  were  more  favour- 
able, better  results  were  obtained.  Good  and  average  crops  are 
reported  from  some  of  the  southern  districts,  but  unfortunately 
these  are  more  than  coxmterbalanced  by  the  gloomy  state  of  affairs 
in  the  northern  districts,  which  have  again  this  year  been  aflfected 
by  bad  harvests. 

In  agricultural  respects  the  outlook  cannot  be  viewed  with 
unconcern.  When  we  consider  that  the  grain  produced  in  Russia 
is  the  actual  means  of  life  to  the  population,  and  is  badly  needed 
to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  the  masses,  the  difficulty  of 
maintaining  an  export  trade  is  at  once  apparent.  The  growth 
of  a  large  non-agricultural  population  is  a  discouraging  out- 
come of  the  recent  policy  of  fostering  industries  at  the  ex- 
pense of  agriculture,  since  the  rural  population  already  crippled 


*  For  this  reason  trade  statistica  are  unobtainable  here, 
therefore  be  made  for  deficiencies  in  this  respect. 


Allowances  should 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SEVASTOPOL.  19 

by  an  ever-increasing  load  of  taxation  will  now  have  to  bear  the 
bnint  of  the  present  industrial  crisis  in  this  country. 

On  the  whole  the  Crimean  vineyards  presented  a  healthy  Vitkultar©. 
aspect  this  year,  and  appear  to  have  escaped  the  ravages  of  the 
phylloxera.  It  may,  therefore,  be  gathered  that  this  season's 
vintage  has  been  satisfactory.  The  genial  climate  of  the  Crimea 
is  particularly  favourable  to  viticulture,  which,  though  in  its 
infancy  only  15  years  ago,  now  yields  harvests  of  considerable 
magnitude.  The  earlier  Crimean  wines  were  of  inferior  quality, 
but  the  vintages  have  gradually  been  perfected  by  the  introduction 
of  French  vines  and  the  employment  of  improved  methods  of 
cultivation.  The  superior  wines  now  enjoy  a  reputation  such  as 
to  justify  the  belief  that  they  will  not  only  displace  French  wines 
in  this  country,  but  also  secure  a  footing  in  markets  abroad. 

Until  recent  years  the  production  was  barely  equal  to  the 
home  demands,  and  Eussia  alone  consumed  her  own  beverage 
wines:  the  red  bearing  a  close  resemblance  to  Burgundy,  the 
white  partaking  of  the  nature  of  hock. 

With  the  rapid  progress  that  has  marked  vine  culture  in 
Southern  Eussia,  immense  wine  vaults  have  sprung  into  existence, 
the  biggest  being  those  of  the  Imperial  Domains,  which  are  said 
to  surpass  in  size  even  the  largest  Continental  repositories.  If  it 
be  true  that  stocks  of  corresponding  proportions  have  accumu- 
lated in  these  and  other  cellars,  how  to  dispose  of  such  a  plethora 
of  wine  must  sooner  or  later  become  a  troublesome  problem  to 
solve.  Under  these  circumstances  Eussia  would  naturally  look 
to  foreign  countries  for  the  disposal  of  her  surplus  stocks,  though 
the  endeavours  made  at  the  Glasgow  Exhibition  to  introduce 
these  wines  to  the  British  public  were  not  altogether  successful, 
the  British  palate  not  having  acquired  a  taste  for  Crimean 
vintages.  However,  it  is  hoped  that  a  familiarity  with  these  wines, 
which  are  favoured  by  low  prices,  will  eventually  lead  to  their 
consumption  in  the  British  Isles. 

Apples,  pears,  plums,  apricots,  peaches,  melons,  and  other  fruits  Frait. 
yielded  abundant  crops,  which  were  largely  bought  up  by  dealers 
from  Northern  Eussia  at  low  prices.     It  should  be  possible  to 
ship  fruit  from  here  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Crystallised  fruit  is  also  successfully  prepared  in  the  Crimea 
and  compares  favourably  with  similar  preserves  produced  in  other 
fruit-growing  countries. 

Tobacco  is  likewise  grown  with  increasing  success,  though  still  Tobacco.    - 
of  inferior  quality. 

It  is  evident    from  the  newspaper  press  that  the  United  Agricultural 
Kingdom  is  now  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Eussian  Finance  =^^hin«fy 
Minister.     It  may,  therefore,  not  be  amiss,  in  dealing  with  fi^-  menu  ^  * 
cultural  machinery  and  implements,  to  refer  to  the  recent  visit  of 
Eussian  delegates  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  efforts  that 
are  being  made  by  them  to  establish  closer  commercial  relations 
between  the  two  countries.     Their  immediate  object  is  to  secure 
a  market  for  Eussian  cattle  and  dairy  produce,  but  the  harmony 
and  good  feeling  that  has  characterised  their  visit  should  also  be 
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taken  advantc^e  of  by  our  nxanufacturers  of  agricultural  machinery 
for  the  development  of  trade  in  this  country.  It  would  be  well 
to  bear  in  mmd  that  the  United  Kingdom  is  Kussia's  largest 
consumer  of  agricultural  produce,  which  is  admitted  into  the 
United  Kingdom  unhampei-ed  by  duties  and  as  freely  as  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  own  colonies.  On  the  other  hand  trade  in  this 
country  in  ploughs,  reapers,  binders,  and  other  agricultural  appur- 
tenances is  pmctically  in  the  hands  of  American  and  German 
firms,  who  accommodate  themselves  to  the  purses  of  their 
customers. 

The  growing  scarcity  of  labour  already  referred  to  should 
stimulate  the  sale  of  labour-saving  machines. 

Theodosia. 

Mr.  ActiQg  Vice-Consul  Liebmann  reports  as  follows : — 

The  harvest  in  this  district  for  the  year  1901,  the  fourth  in 

succession,  has  turned  out  unsatisfactory.    The  excellent  promises 

of  the  fields,  up  to  the  beginning  of  May,  were  afterwards  entirely 

disappointed,  first  by  a  contiaued  drought  during  May  and  June 

and  then  by  heavy  rains  in  July  and  August. 
Winter  The  winter  wheat  crop  gave  a  result  something  above  the 

wheat.  average  as  to  quantity,  but  its  quality  turned  out  to  be  very 

inferior ;  light  in  weight  and  of  very  unsatisfactory  colour.     The 

yield  per  acre  was  about  1,400  lbs.,  and  prices  averaged  from  Is.  8d. 

to  2$,  5d,  per  pood  of  86  lb&  f.o.b. 
Bariej.  Barley,  altiiough  bad,  turned  out  better  than  last  year.    The 

yield  was  about  800  lbs.  per  acre;   quality  light  and  inferior. 

Prices  started  with  Is.  2d.  and  run  up  to  1^  M,  per  pood  of 

36  lbs.  f.ab. 
OatB.  Oats  were  of  very  inferior  quality  and  failed  nearly  entirely, 

so  that  they  scarcely  covered  the  home  want,  if  nevertheless  a 

very  small  quantity  was  sold  for  export  this  was  only  due  to  the 

enormous  prices  up  to  Is.  lOd.  per  pood  of  36  lbs.  f.o.b.  paid  for 

this  produce, 
linseed.  Liusced  also  was  very  scarce  and  fetched  up  to  4s.  8(2.  per 

pood  of  36  lbs.  f.o.b. 
Stock.  The  stock  of  wheat  available  for  export  is  very  small,  both  in 

town  and  in  farmers'  hands,  whilst  oats  and  \mlej  can  be  considered 

exhausted. 
H»y-  Hay  gave  an  average  crop  and  of  good  quality. 

Tobacco.  Tobacco  was  greatly  damaged  by  hail,  quantity  very  limited, 

but  quality  satisfactory. 

The  prices  are  15  to  20  per  cent  higher  than  last  year. 
Fruits.  Fruits  again  gave  an  average  crop  in  quantity,  but  of  very  bad 

quality. 
Grape*.  Grapes  resulted  in  a  good  crop  for  quantity  and  quality,  but  the 

sale  was  very  difficult  and  prices  exceedingly  low. 
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Beport  an  the  Trade  of  Batovm  and  District  for  the  Year  1901 
By  Mr.  Consul  Stsvkns. 

(Baoeired  at  Foreign  Office,  April  14, 1902.) 

The  shipping  return  for  the  past  year  shows  an  increase  of  Shipping. 
114,735  tons  in  the  arrivals  and  230,535  tons  in  the  departures, 
although  the  actual  number  of  vessels  that  visited  the  port  is  less 
by  664  entries  and  636  clearances,  the  majority  of  which,  how- 
ever, belong  to  the  small  type  of  vessel  which  maintain  communi- 
cation between  Batoum  and  the  nearest  Turkish  ports  situated 
along  the  Anatolian  Coast. 

The  British  shipping  shows  an  increase  of  34  steamers  entered  British 
and  27  steamers  cleared,  representing  a  difference  of  85,225  and  shipping. 
72,761  tons  respectively. 

I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  figures  for  the  past  yearooMting 
of  the  sailing  vessels  that  arrived  at  and  departed  from  Batoum  trade, 
from  and  to  Russian  ports,  but  the  number  of  steamers  was  713 
of  the  tonnage  of  605,223  tons,  and  681  of  580,423  tons  in  the 
agg^^^ate  respectively. 

The  export  trade  for  the  past  year  shows  an  increase  of  195,598  Bxporu. 
tons,  which  increase  principally  took  place  in  the  exports  of  oil 
products ;  the  other  articles  of  export,  except  liquorice  root,  which 
also  shows  an  increase  of  13,590  tons,  were  subject  to  the  usual 
fluctuations  of  the  market. 

A  larger  quantity  of  tin-plates  was  brought  to  Batoum  during  ImporU. 
the  year  1901,  and  an  increase  also  took  place  in  the  imports  of 
wood,  both  these  articles  being  in  demand  owing  to  the  greater 
activity  exhibited  in  the  petroleum  case  export  trade.  The 
increase  and  decrease  in  the  other  items  of  import  are  so 
insignificant  that  they  do  not  here  call  for  any  special  mention. 

During  the  year  1901  a  very  marked  decline  in  the  prices  of  Mineral  oil 
mineral  oil  in  this  country  took  place,  and  the  depressed  condi-  mdustry. 
tion  of  the  market,  which  was  thereby  brought  about,  especially 
at  the  places  of  its  origin,  was  sorely  felt  by  both  producers  and 
refiners ;  it  eventually  took  effect  in  the  shape  of  a  crisis  which 
lasted  practically  throughout  the  whole  of  the  second  half  of 
the  year,  and  which  has  almost  ruined  a  good  many  of  those  firms 
engaged  in  the  petroleum  industry  of  the  Trans-Caucasus  that 
were  not  financially  prepared  to  meet  it. 
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The  larger  and  more  wealthy  fimis  also  suffered  very  severely, 
but  as  capital  was  at  their  backs  the  crisis  did  not  apparently 
render  their  position  so  pi'ecarious  as  was  the  case  with  their  weaker 
and  less  fortunate  colleagues  in  trade. 

The  deplorable  state  of  affairs  that  prevailed  during  the  year 
in  the  oil  trade  of  the  Caucasus  is  attributable  to  over-production, 
which  naturally  resulted  in  the  excessive  accumulation  of  petroleum 
products  at  the  sources  of  supply  of  the  oil  and  the  points  of  its 
shipment  and  export.  Some  say,  in  a  measure  also,  to  the  in- 
sufficiency of  the  necessary  rolling-stock  on  the  Trans-Caucasian 
Eailway.  On  tliis  head,  however,  I  am  inclined  to  differ,  seeing 
that  the  tank-storage  accommodation  at  Batoum  was  greatly  in 
demand  and  heavy  stocks  of  oil  were  well  maintained  at  this  port 
throughout  the  year,  every  available  space  being  fully  occupied. 
This  being  so,  it  is  clear  that  the  Trans-Caucasian  Eailway  was 
quite  able  to  meet  the  demand  which  was  made  on  it  for  rolling- 
stock  adapted  for  the  transport  of  oil ;  besides  which,  the  pipe- 
line between  Mihailova  and  Batoum  did  not,  at  any  time  during 
the  year  work  up  to  its  full  capacity. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  reason  set  forth  above,  viz., 
excessive  production,  contributed  in  a  great  measure  towards 
bringing  about  the  crisis  in  question,  seeing  that,  as  far  as  my 
information  goes,  during  the  whole  of  the  period  under  review, 
the  petroleum  trade  of  the  United  States  of  America,  where  there 
was  no  overproduction,  does  not  appear  to  have  suffered  in  the 
least.  In  the  United  States  prices  were  maintained  throughout 
the  year,  and  in  several  instances  both  crude  and  illuminating 
oils  were  sold  at  almost  double  the  figures  that  were  paid  in  the 
Caucasus  for  the  same  kind  of  oils. 

This  over-production  was  principally  brought  about  by  the 
vast  extent  of  new  oil-bearing  territory,  which  the  Bussian 
Government,  encouraged  by  the  continued  high  prices  of  crude 
oils  during  the  years  1898-99,  and  1900,  opened  up.  At  the  sales 
that  followed  for  the  lease  of  a  considerable  number  of  plots  of  oil 
lands,  first  at  Bibi-Eibat,  and  subsequently  in  the  oil-bearing  terri- 
tory adjacent  to  the  Balakani  fields,  the  bidding  was  very  animated 
and  the  then  excited  state  of  the  market  accounts  for  the  high 
prices  that  were  offered  and  accepted  for  these  lands.  As  things 
now  stand  the  price  of  crude  oil  at  the  wells  is  about  4^  c  per 
pood  (Id,  to  l^d.  per  36  lbs.  avoir,  weight),  whereas  some  of 
the  producei-s,  and  I  am  told  that  their  number  is  by  no  means 
small,  are  compelled  to  pay  the  Government  as  much  as  from  5  c. 
to  7  c.  per  pood  (l^d.  to  Ifrf.)  for  86  British  lbs.,  in  addition  to 
working  expenses,  amortisation,  interest,  and  capital.  A  fairly 
accurate  idea  can  be  formed  from  the  above  of  the  heavy  losses 
tliat  are  being  sustained  by  those  producers  who  are  unable  to  or 
have  not  reduced  their  production.  I  am  told,  however,  that 
s,  good  many  of  them  have  found  it  more  profitable  to  cease  work 
completely. 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  evident  that  if  this  condition  of 
affairs   continues  much  longer,  business  at  Baku  and  all  other 
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Oil-producing  centres  of  the  Caucasus  is  not  in  a  satisfactory 
state. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  a  view  to  improving  tliis  disastrous  state  Apj)eal  for 
of  affairs  that  the  group  of  persons  who  leased  lands  at  the  afore-  wwwtanceto 
mentioned  high  rates  of  royalty,  in  June  last,  again  had  recourse  ^^^^ni^*^** 
to  the  assistance  and  protection  of  the  Government,  which 
was  approached  with  a  request  that  the  regulations  now  exist- 
ing for  levying  royalties,  in  cash,  might  be  modified  in  favour 
of  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  payment  in  kind,  i.e.  a 
percentage  of  the  oil  produced;  and  in  an  elaborate  petition 
which  they  sent  to  St.  Petersburg,  amongst  other  things, 
they  set  forth  the  following  grievances  in  support  of  their 
request : — that  the  low  level  which  prices  of  oil  had  reached  and 
the  disadvantages  under  which  they  were  labouring  in  consequence 
of  having  to  work  on  lands  leased  at  excessively  high  rates  (which 
according  to  the  petitioners  was  to  be  set  down  to  unforeseen 
circumstances),  it  was  quite  impossible  for  them  to  compete  with 
other  producers,  who  were  very  much  better  situated  in  this 
respect  than  they  were,  and  they,  therefore,  prayed  tliat  the 
mining  laws  relating  to  the  levjdng  of  royalties  should  be 
modified  ^  accordingly. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  how  far  the  proffered  arguments  will  be 
found  compatible  with  the  interests  of  the  Government  in  order 
that  it  may  be  induced  to  accede  to  their  request,  and  make  the 
concession  asked  for ;  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  proposal 
has  met  with  strong  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  better-to-do 
producers  of  oil,  who  appear  to  be  at  variance  with  them, 
and  who  have  sent  in  a  long  petition  to  the  Government  praying 
that  no  modification  in  the  laws  relating  to  royalties  might  take 
place  when  applied  to  the  taxation  of  plots  of  oil-bearing  lands 
owned  by  persons  who  fonned  the  petitioning  group.  They  urged 
that,  being  closely  connected  with  the  pretroleum  industry,  and 
being  firms  of  long  standing  in  the  working  and  development  of 
the  petroleum  industry  of  the  Trans-Caucasus,  they  considered 
that  at  a  moment  when  a  general  effort  was  being  made  to  find  a 
way  out  of  the  present  critical  situation,  all  interference  in  respect 
to  an  order  of  things  which  has  established  itself  by  experience 
gained  during  the  natural  expansion  of  the  industry  for  a  couple  of 
decades,  a  measure  of  the  nature  demanded  should  be  introduced 
with  the  utmost  caution,  and  that  caution  was  doubly  necessary 
before  any  interference  took  place  by  the  imposition  of  a  measure 
which,  if  adopted,  would  be  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  provisions 
of  the  law,  which  had,  during  the  past  six  years,  regulated  all  the 
mutual  relations  between  petroleum  producers;  seeing  also  that 
they  were  composed  of  firms  and  individuals  who  took  part  at  the 
auctionsfor  theleaseoftheplotsformingthethird and  fourth series,and 
the  majority  of  whom  would,  even  at  the  present  moment,  be  fully 
prepared  to  accept  plots  on  the  conditions  they  then  offered,  they 
could  not  endorse  the  introduction  of  any  modification  in  the 
conditions  of  lease  prescribed  by  law.  At  the  same  time  they 
asked  that  the  plots  should  be  handed  over  for  exploitation  to  those 
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persons  who  are  prepared  to  offer  the  most  advantageous  terms  for 
the  Stat«,  and  prayed  that  the  plots  abandoned  hy  the  members 
of  the  dissatisfied  group  should  be  put  up  to  auction  a  second  time, 
the  new  lessees,  on  these  conditions,  taking  upon  themselves 
the  reimbursement  to  their  former  owners  of  all  the  expenses 
the  latter  had  incurred  in  connection  with  work  done  on  such 
plots. 

It  would  appear  that  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Imperial 
Domains  has  latterly  made  modifications  in  the  contract  terms  of 
the  firms  and  persons  that  had  leased  certain  plots  at  Bibi-Eibat 
at  the  former  high  rates  of  royalty,  the  leading  points  of  which 
relieve  the  lessees  of  responsibility  in  the  event  of  an  interruption 
in  production  extending  over  a  period  of  two  months,  should  such 
interruption  take  place  through  no  fault  of  the  lessee ;  regulate  the 
quantity  of  oil  wliich  has  to  be  received  by  the  State  in  kind ;  and 
provide  that  the  term  of  lease  for  these  plots  should  not  commence  to 
count  from  the  date  of  signing  the  lease  agreement,  but  from  the 
day  on  which  the  Imperial  Decree,  whereby  the  present  lessees 
were  granted  the  right  to  make  use  of  all  the  industrial  establish- 
ments situated  on  these  plots,  was  promulgated.  This  being  so,  it 
is  possible  that  concessions  may  be  made  in  reference  to  other  plots 
included  in  the  petition  spoken  of  above. 

According  to  statistical  data  recently  published,  the  Trans- 
Caucasian  Eailway  is  capable  of  furnishing  310  tank  cars  of 
petroleum  per  diem  to  the  pumping  station  at  Mihailova  and  also 
of  pumping  a  maximum  of  5,500,000  poods  (88,710  tons)  per 
month  through  the  pipe-line  from  Mihailova  to  Batoum. 

The  construction  of  this  section  of  the  pipe-line  originally 
cost  the  Government  5,184,523  r.  (roughly  speaking  about 
520,000/.),  and  subsequently  a  further  sum  of  about  12,000/.  was 
incurred  in  supplementary  expenses,  so  that  the  actual  cost  of  the 
line  can  be  estimated  at  about  532,000/. 

As  it  has  been  found  that  it  would  be  impossible,  in  view 
of  the  limited  space  at  the  disposal  of  the  railway  authorities  at 
the  station  of  Baku,  to  erect  a  station  large  enough  to  meet  the 
requii-ements  of  the  trade  at  that  place,  it  has  been  decided  to 
only  put  up  a  pumping  installation  at  this  point,  and  to  build 
the  required  storage  accommodation  at  the  station  of  Volchi- Vorota 
where  a  large  area  of  land  is  available  for  the  purpose  of  filling 
tank  cars,  and  where  it  will  be  less  difficult  to  expropriate  the 
extensive  area  of  land  required  on  which  the  necessary  tank 
storage  accommodation  has  to  be  erected.  The  daily  capacity 
of  this  pipe-line  has  to  be  215,000  poods  (3,466  tons),  or  in  other 
words  it  is  to  be  of  the  same  capacity  as  the  Mihailova-Batouim 
pipe- line  which  is  constructed  of  8-inch  pipe.  The  capacity  oi'^, 
the  line  from  the  various  points  at  which  the  refineries  are  \ 
situated  to  the  transmitting  station  at  Baku  is  to  be  240,000  poods  "" 
(3,871  tons)  per  diem,  so  that  there  is  always  to  be  an  excess  of 
kerosene  at  the  transmitting  station.  Together  with  the  construc- 
tion of  tftiis  short  line  the  scheme  for  the  extension  of  the  pipe-line 
from  Mihailova  in  an  easterly  direction  towards  the  station  of 
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Agh-Taglia,  east  of  Tiflis,  received  the  sanction  of  the  proper 
authoritieB  in  St.  Petersburg.  The  station  of  i^h*Taglia  has  been 
selected  in  preference  to  Tiflis  in  order  that  the  traffic  at  the 
last-mentioned  place,  which  since  the  opening  of  the  Tiflis-Ears 
and  Alexandropol-Erivan  branch  lines  has  become  excessive, 
might  be  eased.  Besides  which  it  was  considered  more  prudent 
to  remove  such  large  quantities  of  inflammable  material  from  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Tiflis.  The  two  sections 
referred  to  above  are  to  be  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  1903. 

The  work  taken  in  hand  for  increasing  the  carrying  capacity  ^^^JJ^^ 
of  the  Trans-Caucasian  Bailway  is.  however,  not  to  end  With  l^tay. 
the  measures  spoken  of  above;  in  addition  to  the  pipe-lines 
referred  to,  viz.,  the  Batoum-Mihailova  section,  already  completed 
and  working ;  the  Mihailova-Agh-Taglia,  and  Baku-Volchi-Vorota 
sections,  now  in  course  of  construction,  a  double  line  of  rails  is 
to  be  put  down  between  the  stations  of  Akstafa-Evlah,  Abjikabul, 
Volchi-Vorota  and  Volchi-Vorota-BaladjarL  The  work  is  now 
well  advanced  and  could  be  completed  in  a  very  short  time. 
These  works  when  completed  will,  it  is  stated,  increase  the  carry- 
ing capacity  of  the  railway  to  150,000,000  poods  (about  2,420,000 
tons)  of  kerosene  per  annum. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  manganese. ore  industry  of  the  Trans-  Biangantf^e 
Caucasus  and  the  dimensions  which  the  trade  has  now  reached,  ^^  industry, 
are  so  well  known  in  most  European  countries,  that  it  is  useless  to 
here  dwell  upon  the  subject  in  great  detail     It  will,  therefore,  . 
suffice  to  say  that  in  1885  the  deposits  in  the  district  of  Tchiaturi  * 
yielded    56,450    tons    of    ore,  whereas   in   the  past   year    the 
production  was  over  800,000  tons.    The  exports  from  Batoum 
and  Poti  during  the  past  year  were  16,000  and  263,963  tons 
respectively,  showing  a  considerable  decrease  on  the  figures  for 
the  year  1900. 

The  manganese  fields  in  the  district  of  Tchiaturi,  which  it  Ore  fields 
was  estimated  some  years  ago,  contained  over  650,000,000  poods  ^^^^ 
(nearly  10,500,000  tons)  of  ore,  and  were  said  to  cover  an  area  originally* 
of  over  100  square  versts  (44  square  miles),  according  to  more  sappoeed. 
recent  information  to  hand  do  not  appear  to  be  as  extensive  as 
was  originally  supposed. 

The  mining  operations  carried  out  in  the  district  since  the 
year  1888  go  to  prove  that  the  fact  of  the  deposits  being  so  large 
was  a  mistaken  theory,  that  they  are  by  no  means  as  prolific  as 
was  supposed,  and  that  the  rich  and  thick  seams  of  manganese 
are  to  be  met  with  only  in  the  central  portions  of  the  ore  fields 
in  close  proximity  to  the  river.  On  moving  away  from  the  banks 
of  the  river,  the  seams  gradually  diminish  both  in  richness  and 
thickness  and  finally  disappear  completely.  The  rich  lumpy  ore 
which  is  to  be  seen  in  the  centrally  situated  localities  gradually 
disappears  and  the  ore  becomes  granular  and  of  poor  quality. 
This,  it  would  appear,  is  an  absolutely  correct  version  of  the  facts 
as  they  are,  but  the  absence  of  a  proper  geological  plan  or  chart 
of  the  district,  renders  it  impossible  to  calculate,  with  any  degree 
of  certainty,  the  exact  area  over  which  the  richer  and  thicker 
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layers  of  ore  extend;  in  any  case  it  is  considerably  under  the 
100  square  versts  referred  to  above.  A  properly  drawn  up 
geological  map  of  the  district  would  be  of  great  use  for  the 
purpose  of  defining  the  area  of  the  richer  and  thicker  stratum, 
but  even  without  a  map  of  this  kind  it  can  be  said  with  certainty, 
that  there  is  not  nearly  as  much  ore  as  the  originally  estimated 
quantity  of  650,000,000  poods,  and  that  the  locality  over  which 
the  richer  manganese  extends  by  no  means  covers  an  area  of 
100  square  versts. 
Beforms  Generally  speaking   the  whole    industry  requires    complete 

neces8aT7.  reformation,  and  both  producers  and  exporters  would  do  well, 
unless  they  wish  to  see  Brazil  and  other  man^nese  ore  producing 
countries  take  the  trade  from  them,  to  carefully  discuss  at  their 
next  congress  what  measures  it  would  be  expedient  to  adopt 
with  a  view  to  br^lg  about  an  improvement  in  the  general  con^ 
dition  of  affiEtirs. 
^a^^^^  The  method  in  vogue  at  Grozny  for  refining  petroleum  is  some- 

o  Gromy.  ^j^^  different  to  the  system  in  practice  at  Baku,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  crude  oil  produced  by  the  wells  in  the  Grozny  dis- 
trict contains  a  very  large  proportion  of  benzine,  and  the  density 
of  the  component  parts  of  its  residues  renders  it  unsuitable  for 
the  manufacture  of  kerosene.  It  is,  in  the  first  place,  better 
adapted  for  the  production  of  benzine,  but  this  branch  of  the 
industry  is  apparently  greatly  hampered  by  the  difficulties  ex- 
perienced in  transporting  anything  like  considerable  quantities 
of  benzine  in  tank  cars. 

The  solution  of  the  question  of  utilising  another  product  of 
Grozny  petroleum,  viz., "  Ugroine,"  or  residues  of  benzine,  also  does 
not  appear  to  be  an  easy  task.  As  a  distillate  of  petroleum  of  a 
specific  gravity  that  exceeds  0-730,  this  product  is  taxed  by  the 
Excise  Department  with  a  duty  equivalent  to  the  rate  levied  on 
illuminating  oils,  and  can,  therefore,  not  be  shipped  away.  Benzine 
residues  were  used  at  the  refineries  as  fuel  for  boilers  and  the  stills, 
and  it  is  only  within  the  last  two  years  that  technical  men  at 
Grozny  have  been  able  to  introduce  unimportant  modifications 
which  have  enabled  them  to  use  ligroine  for  the  manufacture  of  a 
special  type  of  light  kerosene,  the  quality  of  which  resembles 
American  kerosene  of  the  highest  standard.  But  this  process  only 
utilises  about  25  per  cent,  of  the  benzine  residues,  and  the  remain- 
ing quantity  has  to  be  stored  in  reservoirs,  permanently  remaining 
in  stock,  thus  encumbering  the  owners  of  it,  and  becoming  a  per- 
petual source  of  danger  in  the  event  of  fire.  The  solution  of  the 
question  as  to  what  is  to  become  of  this  excess  of  ligroine  will  in 
all  probability  occupy  the  attention  of  the  next,  or  fourth  Congress, 
of  the  petroleum  producers  of  the  district  of  Ter.  In  the  second 
place,  Grozny  petroleum  also  has  certain  peculiarities  in  eo  far 
as  concerns  the  excessive  speoific  gravity  of  its  residues,  so  that 
when  it  is  being  refined,  a  certain  quantity  of  kerosene  has  to  be 
retained  in  the  petroleum  in  order  that  a  large  accumulation  of 
residues,  which  have  a  deteriorating  effect  on  the  quality,  may  be 
avoided. 
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The  normal  quantity  of  kerosene  that  Grozny  petroleum  yields 
is  20  per  cent.,  but  producers  only  refine  from  10  to  15  per  cent. 
For  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  yield  of  kerd&ene,  and  at 
the  same  time  of  improving  the  quality  of  residues,  it  was 
proposed  to  refine  the  raw  material  until  20  per  cent,  of  kerosene 
was  obtained,  then  again  to  separate  25  per  cent,  of  the  heavy 
residues  which  remain,  and  to  further  refine  until  15  per  cent,  of 
the  distillate  is  obtained,  and  to  add  the  last-mentioned  15  per 
cent,  to  the  75  per  cent,  of  mazut,  thus  reducing  its  specific 
gravity.  By  this  process  of  refining,  the  substance  which  remains 
over  is  of  a  taxvy  nature,  and'  is  adaptable  for  the  manufacture  of 
asphalt  or  patent  fuel 

The  question  of  the  most  rational  way  in  which  Grozny  naphtha  Nai>htliii 
should  be  distilled,  and  the  best  appliances  that  should  be  em-  diatiUomi^ 
ployed  for  the  purpose,  and  which  would  be  in  harmony  with  the 
local  conditions,  stUl  remains  open.  There  are  three  distilleries 
actually  at  work  at  Grozny  at  the  present  time,  and  a  fourth  is  in 
course  of  construction.  One  of  these  is  employed  exclusively  in 
manufacturing  liquid  fuel  for  the  railway;  the  other  two,  and 
the  one  in  building,  are  of  the  Baku  type.  During  the  past  year 
the  owners  of  oil  wells  at  Grozny  niade  an  appUcation  to  the 
Vladikavkaz  Railway  Company  to  lay  a  line  of  rails  between 
the  localities  at  which  the  wells  are  situated  and  the  distilleries, 
but  this  request  was  refused  them. 

The  export  of  eggs  from  Batoum  for  the  United  Kingdom  and  Bggi. 
Germany  is  steadily  increasing.  The  eggs  are  shipped  here  for 
Odessa,  and  are  then  conveyed  by  rail  to  the  Grerman  frontier. 
The  quantity  dispatched  hence  since  October  last  is  10,120  cases, 
each  containing  1,440  eggs,  in  all,  14,57*4,800  egga  The  averacje 
price  paid  for  the  eggs  was  17  r.  (11.  lis,)  per  thousand.  The 
value  of  the  cases  was  75  c.  (1«.  6d.),  viz.,  25  c.  for  the  timber, 
and  50  c.  per  case  for  manufacturing  them.  The  season  for 
the  shipment  of  eggs  is  from  October  1  to  May  1.  The  egg 
trade  for  the  present  season  is  therefore  represented  by  the 
following  figures: — 14,572,800  eggs  at  17  r.  per  thousand, 
247,737  r.  60  c. ;  10,120  cases  at  1  r.  50  c.  per  case,  15,180  r. ; 
or  a  total  of  262,917  r.  60  c,  or  roughly  speaking,  about  26,292Z. 

Nothing  was  undertaken  during  the  past  year  in  connection  Harbour 
with  the  existing  elaborate  project  of  increasing  the  wharfage  ac-  work*, 
commodation  of  the  port  of  Batoum,  and  little  or  no  progress  was 
made  with  the  extension  of  the  breakwater.  All  the  work  executed 
was  limited  to  dredging  operations  in  the  inner  basin,  most  of 
which  was  carried  out  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Since  that 
time  the  dredger  has  been  lying  idle. 

A  large  building  to  serve  as  a  town  hall  was  erected  during  Public 
the  period  under  review  in  a  central  position  of  the  town.  Good  buildingt, 
progress  was  also  made  in  building  a  gymnasium  for  boys  during 
the  same  period,  and  is  now  approaching  completion.  The 
cathedral,  commenced  in  the  year  1888,  and  on  which  work  has 
been  stopped  for  several  years  owing  to  the  exhaustion  of  the 
sums  collected  towards  the  building  fund,  received  the  attention  of 
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the  OoYemment  in  1901,  and  I  am  informed  that  about  40,0002. 
have  been  r^eived  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  work.  It  is 
confidently  hoped  that  this  amount  will  suffice  to  push  work  on  to 
a  point  which  will  render  it  serviceable  as  a  place  of  worship. 

I  have  been  tmable  to  procure  the  information  required  for 
drawing  up  the  return  showing  the  values  of  articles  exported  from 
and  imported  to  Batoum. 

Since  the  construction  of  the  railway  from  Baladjari,  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Vladikavkaz  and  Trans-Caucasian  Bailways,  the  port 
of  NovoroBsisk  has  been  steadily  drawing  away  a  considerable 
quantity  of  petroleum  products  from  Batoum,  and  it  is  evident 
«now  that  the  northern  port  of  the  Caucasus,  besides  being  a  veiy 
important  point  for  the  export  of  cereals,  has  also  become  one  of  the 
principal  centres  for  the  shipment,  to  foreign  countries  and  Eussia, 
of  mineral  oils  reaching  it  from  Baku  and  Grozny.  The  quantity 
of  petroleum  products  shipped  at  Novorossisk  during  the  year 
1901  was  10,700,000  poods  (172,580  tons),  out  of  a  total  export 
of  52,400,000  poods  (845,163  tons),  or  as  near  as  possible  20  per 
cent,  of  the  total  of  its  exports. 

I  here  give  a  comparative  statement  of  the  growth  of  the  export 
trade  of  Novorossisk  for  the  past  six  years  According  to  Bussian 
official  figures,  viz. : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

Poodn. 
49,900,000 
21,400,000 
20,900,000 
86,700,000 
52,100,000 
52,400,000 

Tons. 
804,888 
846,161 
887,097 
681,985 
840,828 
845,168 

From  this  statement  it  is  to  be  seen  that  the  exports  were 
greatest  in  the  year  1896,  when  there  was  a  three  months'  interrup- 
tion of  traffic  on  the  Trans-Caucasian  Eailway  in  consequence 
of  floods,  and  again  in  the  years  1900-01,  i.e.,  after  communica- 
tion from  the  new  railway  was  established  from  Baku  vi4 
Petrovsk.  Although,  from  what  has  been  said  above,  it  is  clear 
that  a  large  quantity  of  petroleimi  products  from  Baku  find  their 
way  out  of  the  country  through  the  port  of  Novorossisk,  it  is  not 
likely  that  the  latter  mentioned  place  will  ever  be  able  to 
seriously  compete  with  Batoum,  more  especially  so  when  the 
measures  that  have  been  referred  to  in  this  report  will  have  been 
carried  out,  seeing  that  transport  by  rail  cannot  ever  compete 
with  transport  by  pipe-line. 
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Annex  A. — Rktubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Batoum  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationalitj. 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British    .. 
Russian  .• 
French    .  • 
G-erman  .. 
Austro-Hunirarian 
Italian    .. 
Greek      .. 
Turkish  .. 
Belgian    .. 
Dutch      .. 
Other  countries . . 

21 

■  • 

•  • 

•  • 
41 

168 

.  • 

4,422 

•  • 

11,682 
22,452 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

209 
95 
81 
37 
45 
17 
30 
16 
38 
6 
3 

436,884 
76,244 

112,084 
64,705 
66,804 
26,218 
81,211 
12,241 
69,241 
10,151 
7,300 

209 

116 

81 

37 

46 

17 

71 

179 

38 

5 

3 

486,884 
80,666 

112,084 
64,706 
65,804 
26,218 
42,848 
84,698 
62,241 
30,151 
7,300 

Total 

„    1900,. 

225 

38,606 

676 

894,078 

801 
1,465 

932,584 
817,849 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

VesseU. 

British    .. 

, , 

. . 

207 

431,279 

207 

431,279 

Russian  .. 

, , 

, , 

102 

126,215 

102 

125,216 

French    .  •         •  • 

.« 

, . 

109 

167,089 

109 

167,089 

O-erman  •• 

•  • 

.. 

46 

84,705 

46 

84,706 

Austro-Hungarian 

•  • 

•  • 

42 

50,840 

42 

50,840 

Italian    .. 

,. 

. . 

17 

25,213 

17 

25,213 

Greek      .. 

80 

9,720 

28 

80,000 

58 

39,720 

Turkish  .. 

197 

27,942 

15 

12,630 

212 

40,572 

Belgian   .. 

.. 

•  • 

38 

62,241 

38 

62,241 

Dutch     .. 

•  • 

•  #. 

6 

12,061 

6 

12,061 

Other  countries . . 

•  • 

•  • 

7 

10,972 

7 

10,972 

Total 

227 

87,662 

617 

1,012,246 

844 

1,049,907 

„    1900.. 

•  • 

•  • 

• . 

•• 

1,480 

819,372 
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Coasting  Tradr 


Number  of  VeBsels. 


Soiling. 

Steam. 

Totid. 

ArriTcd        212 

SaUed 1          211 

713 
681 

925 
892 

Annex  B. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Batoum 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Artioles. 

1 

1901. 

1000. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Petroleum  products. . 

Wool 

Liquorice  root  and  paste    . . 

Huiganese  ore        ,  • 

Grain  and  flour       . .         • . 

Wdinut  and  other  woods   • . 

Carpets 

Cocoons,  raw  silk,  Ac. 

Other  articles 

Tons. 

1,194,182 

1,475 

!       22,496 

1       16,000 

i        17,820 

2,056 

'            505 

1            465 

86,127 

£ 

4,109,110 

91,500 

179,970 

19,800 

57,020 

20,660 

10,000 

150,000 

1,051,270 

Tons. 

1,049,633 

1,604 

8,906 

52,917 

20,723 

1,194 

1,225 

681 

7,745 

£ 

4,198,132 
96,240 
71.248 
79,366 
62,588 
12,000 
24,500 
328,805 
232,350 

Total     .. 

1,840,126 

6,689,820 

1,144,528 

6,104,724 

Betubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Batoum  during  the 
Tears  1901-1900. 


Articles. 


Tin-plates.. 

Coal  and  coke 

Timber  (boards  and  battens)     .  • 
Colonial     goods      and     spices, 

groceries  and  proTisions 
Hardware  . .         . .         •  •         •  • 

Bricks  and  tiles   . .  . .  • . 

Hydraulic  lime,  cement,  and  fire- 
clay      ..         ..         ..         •• 

Sulphur    ..         ..         ..         •• 

Copper  and  steel,  iron  and  cast- 
iron,  pig-iron    . . 
Tin,  lime,  spelter,  and  lead 
Machinery 

Chemicals,  paints,  and  oils 
Sulphate  of  copper  •  • 

Cereals  and  flour . .  •  •  . . 

Other  goods 


Total     .. 


1901. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 
88,483 


41,700 

155 

3V32I 

420 
8,450 

1,546 
1,617 
1,184 

838 
1,808 

927 
16,210 


110,559 


Value. 


£ 
866,750 

183,500 

7,750 

39,862 

12,328 
18,800 

17,780 

81,920 

234,190 

14,180 

3,075 

4,341 

648,400 


2,127,866 


1900. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 


55 

29,406 

182 
1,446 
3,451 

645 
2,226 

2,782 
794 

2,674 
338 

1,573 

772 

13,878 


Value. 


£ 
578,605 
171 
129,886 

6,600 
21,690 
42,792 

20,854 
8,004 

31,418 

42,876 

609,214 

18,561 

3,600 

2,140 

627,174 


1,933,385 
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BATOUM. 


Bktubn  showing  Depth  of  all  Producing  Wells  on 
December  31, 1901, 


Depth. 

Balakhaoj. 

Sabonnchl. 

Bomany. 

Bibl- 
Bibat. 

Binagadi. 

Total. 

UBdM*  860fe«C      

4 

6 

i      ^ 

14 

rnm     360  to    626ft«t  ... 

41 

3 

•M 

... 

>           8 

46 

626         700    „    ... 

142 

28 

8 

1 

1 

174 

700         840    „    .« 

169 

46 

••• 

12 

8 

219 

840         980    „    ... 

131 

102 

3 

10 

I 

247 

980      1,190    „    ... 

86 

141 

89 

12 

'        ... 

267 

1,190      1,400    

13 

111 

49 

14 

'                     .M 

187 

1,400      1,610    

11 

62 

41 

20 

•M 

184 

1,610       1,760    „    ... 

1 

11 

88 

11 

... 

66 

Otw   1,760  fMt      ...       ^ 

... 

4 

4 

8 

... 

11 

Total      ... 

687 

614 

160 

83 

10 

1,354 

* 

F6M. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

1     Feet. 

Feet. 

AggrtBtiB   depth   of   all 

268,620 

506,806 

885.898 

103,264 

1 

'      4.627 

1,887,615 

440 

960 

1,470 

1,839 

468 

960 

Annex  E. — Retubn  showing  Total  Gross  Production  of  Crude  Oil 
of  the  Baku  Fields  for  the  Years  1901-19()0,    (In  Barrels.) 


Dtotrict. 

FnmpliigWeUa. 

Flowing  WellM. 

TMal. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

Balakhaoy... 

flabounehi 

Bomanj    

Bibi-Bibat...       ... 

BInagadi  ...       ... 

11,778,383 
86,730,081 
10,816.888 
9,564,666 
36;812 

12,468,009 

24,048,816 

8,476,339 

8,269,276 

40,661 

3,798,410 

2.6«6,640 

8,806,660 

10,000 

1,11*41600 
3,007,270 
2,661,430 

Il,n8,383 
29,626,431 
12,742,428 
13,361,318 
46,812 

12,468,009 
26.163,416 
11,463,609 
10.920,706 
40,661 

Total 

67,316,762 

63,283,091 

10,138,610 

6,788,300 

67,464,372 

60,076,391 

Betubn  showing  Total  Shipments  of  Petroleum  Products  from 
Baku  during  the  Years  1901-1900.    (In  Barrels.) 


Prodncti. 

ByBaU. 

By  the  Caspian. 

Total. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

Labricating  oili  ... 
Other  prodneu    ... 
Beilduiim(AMifeU) 
Crude       

7,648.600 

962.000 

l&.'^OO 

413.000 

1,174,600 

6,281,200 

963,600 

8.100 

463,000 

1,161,900 

6,166,6(J0 

340,300 

66,600 

31,194,600 

2,431,100 

6,063.800 

377,600 

193,000 

26,906,600 

2,746,800 

12,806,2r« 

1,302,800 

80,800 

31,607,600 
3,606,600 

12.346,000 

1,841,100 

201,100 

26,371,600 
3,807,800 

Total 

10,213,300 

8,867,800 

39,188,100 

86,288,700 

48,401,400 

44,166,600 

Nora.— 1  barrel  a  10  pooda. 
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NOVOROSSISK. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Sterne  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  export  trade  of  Novorossisk  during  the  year  1901,  taken  Export?. 
as  a  whole,  shows  an  increase  over  that  of  1900.    The  principal 
articles  concerned  are  barley,  wheat,  rye,  cement,  and  oil-cake,  and 
linseed  is  the  only  cereal  exported  the  figures  of  which  compare 
unfavourably  with  those  of  the  year  1900. 

The  stock  of  grain  stuffs  at  Novorossisk  on  December  31  last  Stocks. 
was  107,974  tons,  and  the  quantity  of  mineral  oil  available  for 
shipment  was  38,493  tons. 

The  highest  mtes  of  freight  obtained  here  during  the  year' 1901  Freighta. 
were  26s.  per  ton  for  cement  in  destination  for  ports  situated  in 
the  Far  East,  19s.  per  ton  for  kerosene  for  London  and  Eouen, 
14s.  9d,  per  unit  of  grain  and  oilcake  for  Denmark.     The  minimum 
rate  obtained  was  7s.  per  unit  of  grain  for  Eotterdam. 

The  total  output  of  cement  by  the  three  Novorossisk  factories  Cement. 
during  the  yeai*  1901  was  129,000  tons,  of  which  65,000  tons  were 
shipped  to  the  Far  East.     The  aggregate  producing  capacity  of 
these  factories  is  296,000  tons  per  annum. 

The  total  quantity  of  merchandise  imported  during  the  year  Imports. 
1901  was  20,230  tons,  which  consisted  of  the  following  goods : — 


Articlee. 


Agricultural  maohinerj 
Other  machinerj    . . 
Firebricks   .. 

Tiles 

Iron . . 
MiscellaneoQB  goods 


Qnantitj. 


Tons. 

7,028 
970 

8,056 
950 
232 

7,994 


The  customs  duty  paid  on  the  aforesaid  imports  was  74,806Z. 

During  the  year  1901,  1,346  steamers  and  103  sailing  ships  Coasting 
entered  and  cleared  for  Black  Sea  and  Azoff  ports.  The  quantity  ^™*^^* 
of  general  cargo  brought  by  them  was  81,883  tons,  and  they  took 
away  from  this  port  209,571  tons,  which  consisted  of  mineral  oil, 
cement,  firewood,  &c.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  these  coasting 
vessels  as  compared  with  the  figures  of  the  year  1900  is,  I  am 
given  to  understand,  attributable  to  three  causes,  viz. : — 

1.  The    cessation    of    operations    by    the    Azoff   Steamship 
Company. 

2.  The  diversion  of  the  trade  in  wood  for  building  purposes 
from  Kherson  by  sea  to  the  Volga  districts ;  and 

8.  The  abandonment  by  a  local  firm  of  a  regular  line  of 
passenger  steamei-s. 

From  January  1,  1902  (O.S.),  dues,  amounting  to  20  c.  (about  New  port 
5rf.)  per  net  registered  ton,  are  imposed  upon  all  foreign  steamers,  "g"^*^*^'^'*- 
and  a  sliding  scale  of  export  and  import  duty  is  levied  on  all  goods 
passing  through  this  port.    (Vide  Annex  C.) 
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NOVOROSSIBK. 


dunflower  Within  the  past  three  to  four  years  the  cultivation  of  the 

Bted-cnwh  in g  sunflower  j)lant  for  the  manufacture  of  oilcake  has  been  exten- 
mdustry.  aively  adopted  by  the  peasantry  and  farmers  of  the  district  The 
industry,  which  it  would  appear  is  very  remunerative,  is  rapidly 
increasing  in  proportions,  and  promises  to  still  further  develop 
before  very  long.  It  is  claimed  that  the  sale  of  the  oilcake 
produced,  in  itself  more  than  covers  all  the  working  expenditure 
of  the  mills.  The  stalks  of  the  sunflower  plant  are  used  as  fuel 
for  driving  the  machinery,  and  the  ash  that  remains  gives  from 
25  to  30  per  cent,  of  potash.  Briefly  speaking,  it  would  appear 
that  the  sunflower  seed  when  properly  crushed  gives  the  following 
results : — 


Oil   .. 

Oil-cake 

StfOk 


Per  Cent. 


40 
37 


Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Novorossisk 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 

Entered. 


Nationality. 


Sailing. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


Steam. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


British  . . 
Greek  •« 
French  . . 
Geriuan  .. 
Italian  .  • 
Russian*. . 
Belgian  . . 
Norwegian 
Austro-Hungarian 
Danish  . . 
Turkish  .. 
Swedish  •• 
Dutch      .. 


Total 


1900.. 


103 


Unknown 


136 


107 


184 

66 

27 

26 

39 

1,846 

17 

6 

6 

8 

1 

1 

8 


823,108 

78,171 

36,929 

32,692 

46,436 

Unknown 

26,042 

7,639 

8,901 

11,191 

1,241 

1,456 

7,321 


1,729 


184 

66 

27 

26 

39 

1,449 

17 

6 

5 

8 

5 

1 

3 


1,836 
2,318 


828,108 

78,171 

86,929 

32,692 

46,436 

Unlmown 

26,042 

7,639 

8,901 

11,191 

1,377 

1,456 

7,321 
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Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    . . 

. . 

•  • 

185 

825,095 

185 

825,095 

Greek      .. 

•  • 

, , 

66 

78,171 

66 

78,171 

French    .. 

, , 

, , 

27 

36,929 

27 

86,929 

Gennan  .• 

., 

, , 

26 

82,692 

26 

82,692 

lUlian     .• 

, , 

, , 

89 

46,486 

89 

46,436 

RuBsian*. . 

108 

Unknown 

1,346 

Unknown 

1,449 

Unknown 

Belgian   .. 

. . 

•  • 

17 

26,042 

17 

26,042 

Norwegian 

.. 

,, 

6 

7,639 

6 

7,689 

Austro-Hungarian 

.« 

.. 

6 

8,901 

5 

8,901 

DaniBh    . . 

. . 

., 

8 

11,191 

8 

11,191 

Turkish  .. 

4 

186 

1 

1,241 

6 

1,377 

Swedish  .. 

, , 

.. 

1 

1,456 

1 

1.466 

Dutch     . . 

•• 

•  • 

3 

7,321 

8 

7,321 

Total 

107 

,^ 

1,730 

.. 

1.837 

, , 

„     1900.. 

•  • 

•  • 

2,381 

•  • 

*  These  figures  include  Volunteer  Fleet  and  Eastern  Chinese  Company's 
steamers  witli  stores  for  the  Far  East,  and  the  ordinary  mail  and  passenger 
steamers. 
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Annex  C. — Port  Dues  on  Cargo  in  Force  since  January  1, 

1902. 


Articles. 


Alabaster 

Oilcake 

Gypeum 

Clay  (excepting  for  paint) 

Tar  

Wood  fuel  

Lime 

Ordinary  stone  (not  marble)    . 

Meal 

Ordinary  bricks . . 

Coke 

Linseed  .. 

Wood  material  (excepting  ex 
pensiye  kinds)  •  • 

Flour 

Chalk 

Crude  oil.  •         .  • 
Besiduum 
Cotton  waste      •• 
Hemp 

Ore  

Pitch 

Salt         

Seed  of  all  kinds 

Hay        

Manure  ••         ..         ••         • 

Coal         

Grain 

Cement 

Clinkers  ..         ..         ..         • 


Does  on  Imports  and  Exports 
per  860  Ihe.  from-— 


Abroad. 


Copecks. 


Other 
BuBsian  Ports. 


Copecks. 

i 


i 

4 


ports. 


Nom.—For  all  other  goods  1  o.  per  pood  both  for  abroad  and  other  Kussian 


CusTOM-HousB  Dues  in  Force  since  January  1,  1902. 


On  foreign  steamers  entering  Russian  ports  dues  amounting  to  10  o.  per  ton 
net  register  (in  accordance  witii  ship's  documents),  and  10  o.  per  ton  net  register 
for  clearance,  in  aU  20  c.  per  ton,  are  leyied  by  the  custom-house.  Should  a 
steamer,  howerer,  caU  at  two  or  more  Buesian  ports  during  the  yoyage  such 
steamer  pays  once  only. 

T^.B. — The  charge  of  10  c.  per  ton  net  register  levied  by  the  Bussian  company 
at  this  port  for  wharfage  still  remains  in  force. 

POTL 

Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  Pavoni  reports  as  follows : — 

The  whole  of  the  foreign  trade  of  this  port  during  the  year 

1901  shows  a  falling-off  in  value  of  186,710/.,  as  compared  with 

the  figures  of  the  year  1900. 
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In  consequence  of  the  depressed  condition  of  affairs  in  the 

Manganeee.     Continental  and  American   manganese  markets,  the   manganese 

trade  of  the  Caucasus  suffered  much  during  the  past  year.     Prices 

were  low  and  reacted  injuriously  on  the  exports,  which  compare 

very  unfavourably  with  those  of  the  preceding  year. 

With  the  object  of  improving  the  present  unsatisfactory  state 
of  the  trade,  the  manganese  ore  producers  and  merchants  called  a 
meeting  together,  which  was  recently  held  at  Kutais.  Amongst 
other  important  decisions  taken  at  the  meeting,  it  was  also  decided 
to  appeal  to  the  Ministry  of  Ways  and  Means  and  to  ask  for  a 
reduction  in  the  rate  of  transport  now  charged  by  the  railway  for 
the  conveyance  of  ore  on  the  branch  line  between  the  stations  of 
Tchiaturi  and  Sharopan.  The  present  rate  charged  comes  to 
about  9s.  3d.  per  ton.  This  request  was,  however,  refused  by 
the  Government.  The  refusal  was  probably  based  on  the  ground 
that  a  reduction  of  |  c.  per  pood*  was  only  recently  made  in  the 
town  and  Crown  dues  on  exports  at  the  port  of  Poti.  This  measure 
in  itself  would  considerably  diminish  the  cost  of  manganese  at  the 
port  of  Poti,  seeing  that  it  makes  a  difference  of  nearly  Is.  per  ton 
in  the  f.o.b.  price  of  it. 
y^tiize.  Although  the  exports  of  maize  were  not  significant  during  the 

period  under  review,  yet  prices  were  weU-maintained  throughout 
the  year.    Only  a  few  cargoes  were  shipped  in  1901  for  Continental 
ports,  and  several  small  parcels  were  loaded  by  sailing  lighters  for 
the  Anatolian  Coast. 
Box  and  During  the  past  year  the  Government  put  up  for  sale  several 

walnut  woods,  ^f  the  box  and  walnut  wood  forests  of  Abhasia,  but  the  prices 
originally  fixed  on  them  precluded  would-be  buyers  of  the  forest 
from  bidding  for  them,  and  they,  therefore,  remained  unsold.  The 
few  bids  made  at  the  auctions,  which  took  place  at  Kutais  on 
August  22  last,  can  probably  be  attributed  to  the  steady  decline 
in  the  requirements  for  woods  of  this  class  outside  Russia  and  the 
absence  of  any  demand  for  them  in  the  inland  markets  of  the 
Empire.  The  quantity  of  wood  exported  during  the  past  year  was 
very  small,  although,  in  one  or  two  instances,  fairly  high  prices 
were  offered  for  good  walnut  logs  which,  however,  are  now  very 
scarce  and  could  not  be  procured. 
Dues  on  goods  The  Crown  and  town  import  dues  were  likewise  modified 
imported.  during  the  past  year.  A  reduction  similar  to  that  made  on  the 
exports  (viz.,  of  |  c*  per  pood),  was  also  extended  to  aU  articles 
landed  at  Poti. 
Cotton.  A  considerable  quantity  of  cotton  grown  in  the  districts  of 

Erivan  and  Baku  is  annually  transhipped  from  railway  into 
steamer  at  Poti  for  conveyance  to  Sevastopol  and  Odessa  en  route 
for  the  Moscow  and  Lodz  manufacturing  centres. 
New  harbour.  Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  the  excavation 
works  in  the  inner  basin  of  the  port  of  Poti,  and  the  enpplemen- 
tar\  project  for  adding  about  100  yards  of  additional  quay  space 
to  tlie  already  existing  harbour  accommodation  has  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Ministry  of  Ways  and  Means.    The  two  quay  berths  which 
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*re  now  ready  in  the  inner  harbour  are  shortly  to  be  hstnded  over 
to  the  town  by  the  harbour  works  contractors.  This  will  increase 
the  accommodation  for  loading  steamers  alongside  the  quay  from 
three  berths  to  five.  The  work  of  removing  the  sea  wall  from  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  harbour,  where  the  future  entrance  to 
the  port  is  to  be,  has  been  commenced.  An  electric  light  is  now 
in  use  on  the  middle  mole  which  the  vessels  of  the  Russian  Steam 
Navigation  Company  berth  at. 

The  town  has  the  intention  of  increasing,  at  a  cost  of  8,000/.,  public  works, 
the  present  electric  plant  for  tlie  lighting  of  the  town,  seeing  that  Electric  light, 
the  existing  appliances  are  not  of  the  dimensions  required  for 
furnishing  the  necessary  power  for  an  increased  number  of  electric 
lights  which  it  is  proposed  to  distribute  about  the  harbour  and  in 
the  town. 

A  sum  of  15,000Z.  has  been  granted  by  the  Imperial  Govern-  Drainage  <rf 
merit  for  draining  the  marshes  near  the  town.  marshes. 

Annex  A.— Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Poti  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 

Entered. 


Nationalitj. 


Sailing. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


Steair. 


Number 

of 
Yescels. 


Total. 


Tons. 


Number 
of       I 
Vessels. ' 


Tons. 


British     . . 

76 

109,670 

Austro-Hungarian 

4 

6,298 

Dutch     .. 

1 

1,712 

French    . . 

3 

3,790 

Greek      .. 

15 

21,088 

Italian     .. 

4 

7,934 

Norwegian 

2 

2,171 

Spanish  .. 

2 

2,965 

Turkish  .. 

21 

l,i*63 

•• 

•• 

Total 

21 

1,168 

107 

155,628 

„       1900.. 

•• 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

76 
4 
1 
8 

15 
4 
2 
2 

21 


128 
200 


109.670 
6,298 
1,712 
3,790 
21,088 
7,934 
2,171 
2,965 
1,168 


156,791 
247,465 
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Cleared. 


SaUing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Numlier 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Britiflh    . . 

76 

108,754 

76 

108,754 

Anstro-Hungarian 

6,298 

6,298 

Dutch     ^ . 

1,712 

1,712 

Frencli    . . 

8,790 

8,790 

Greek      .. 

15 

21,088 

15 

21,088 

Italian     . . 

7,934 

7,984 

Norwegian 
Spanish   .. 
Turkish  .. 

2 

2,171 

2 

2,171 

2 

2,965 

2 

2,965 

19 

1,058 

•  • 

•  • 

19 

1,058 

Total 

19 

1,058 

107 

154,712 

126 

166,765 

„     1900.. 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

198 

266,187 

Annex  B. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Poti 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Maize 

Cotton  seed      . , 

Skins 

Flour 

Tons. 

268,968 

22,188 

806 

10 

8 

£ 

829,958 

88,782 

918 

600 

89 

Tons. 

378,262 

81,722 

4 
10 

£ 

492,887 
114,199 

'281 
186 

Total     ,. 

286,465 

420,242 

404,998 

606,952 

Retubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Poti  during  the 
Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sundries           ••         •• 

Tons. 
12 

£ 
72 

Tons. 
68 

£ 
882 
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Baku. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Forbes  reports  as  follows : — 

The  spirit  of  unreasoning  optimism  which  a  little  more  than  a  Oil  industrj 
year  ago  dominated  all  engaged  in  the  oil  industry  has,  at  the  ^^  ***<*•• 
present  time,  been  succeeded  by  a  correspondingly  extreme 
pessimism.  This  pessimism  is  not  wholly  without  cause,  for  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  oil  industry  in  Baku  has  successfully 
weathered  several  crises,  and  on  these  occeisions  has  shown 
unexpectedly  wonderful  recuperative  powers,  none  has  ever  been 
so  severe  and  never  have  the  effects  been  felt  by  all  classes  so 
badly  as  at  present. 

To  understand  the  situation  it  is  necessary  to  revert  to  the  time 
of  the  inflated  and  artificial  prices  of  eighteen  months  ago.  The 
old  established  companies  and  firms  were  unable  to  produce 
enough  oil  to  meet  the  demand,  prices  rose,  everyone  was  anxious 
to  embark  on  oil  ventures,  companies  were  formed  locally,  and 
everyone  with  a  little  spare  cash  bought  shares.  The  bids  put  in 
for  oil  lands  at  the  Government  auctions  were  as  high  as  the 
market  value  of  oil  on  an  estimated  further  rise  in  prices.  The 
public  rushed  into  these  companies  with  the  expectation  of 
tremendous  dividends,  but  no  sooner  did  the  new  companies 
b^n  to  produce  than  prices  began  to  fall.  In  sympathy  with  the 
fall  in  oil  values,  shares  began  to  drop,  till  to-day  the  deprecia- 
tion all  round  is  fully  50  per  cent 

Out  of  a  total  of  2,400  producing  wells,  1,047  had  at  the 
end  of  December  been  stopped  as  being  unprofitable  to  work. 
The  bulk  of  those  may  be  taken  to  belong  to  companies  paying 
Government  royalties. 

The  supply  of  oil  is,  commercially  speaking,  inexhaustible,  but 
so  long  as  the  oil  firms  of  Baku  in  a  narrow  spirit  treat  their 
industry  as  local  and  not  as  one  of  the  world-wide  interests, 
so  long  will  the  price  of  oil  be  limited  by  the  production  or 
by  any  extraneous  influence  which  may  come  into  play  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  business. 

Again  a  very  large  number  of  firms  engaged  in  oil  businesses 
are  small  and  financially  very  weak.  They  have  no  storage  and 
€ne  bound  to  sell  from  day  to  day.  At  once  the  demand  exceeds 
supply  by  the  smallest  amount,  and  the  producers  are  at  the  mercy 
of  the  large  refiners  and  exporters. 

The  future  is  undoubtedly  in  the  hands  of  the  distributing 
companies.  The  small  firms  must,  to  save  themselves,  amalgamate 
and  organise  a  distributing  and  export  business.  Unless  they  do 
this  they  must  go  to  the  wall.  Judging  from  the  attempts  being 
made,  this  fact  seems  to  be  evident  to  some,  but  jealousy  and  lack 
of  confidence  amongst  them  are  serious  stumbling  blocks,  and 
prevent  many  from  joining  in  schemes  which,  with  their  co-opera- 
tion, would  be  to  the  benefit  of  all  concerned. 

The  scarcity  of  money  has  been  accentuated  by  the  large  cash 
payments  for  Government  royalties  and  by  the  action  of  the  bank* 
in  stopping  credits  when  they  have  been  most  needed.    Many 
(53)  c 
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firms  vrhich  have  gone  bankrupt  could  doubtless  have  tided  over 
their  difficulties  had  the  banks  extended  more  facilities  to  them  in 
their  temporary  embarrassment.  As  I  understand  it,  the  crisis  in 
Germany  has  very  adversely  affected  business  here.  The  Russian 
banks  are  not  wealthy,  and  they  have  been  re-discounting  largely 
in  Germany.  On  the  break-down  of  business  there  this  became 
no  longer  possible  and  the  banks  here  were  obliged  to  curtail  all 
credits,  thus  making  the  financial  aspect  still  worse  and  rendering 
a  rapid  recovery  impossible. 

The  production  of  crude  oil  seems  to  be  limitless,  and  all  that 
is  required  to  double  the  present  large  production  is  a  sufficient 
stimulant. 

The  consumption  of  refined  oil  in  Russia,  which  is  the  principal 
market,  is  limited  by  the  fact  that  the  cost  is  beyond  the  means  of 
the  great  majority  of  the  Russian  population,  and  the  demand 
in  that  market  is  not  likely  to  increase  rapidly.  The  desire  for 
light  amongst  the  peasantry  is  not  great  enough  to  make  them 
sacrifice  sufficient  from  their  meagre  earnings  to  light  their  houses 
with  kerosene  from  Baku  during  the  long  winter  evenings. 

The  stocks  of  refined  oil  in  Russia  at  the  end  of  the  shipping 
season  are  estimated  to  have  been  over  260,000  tons,  being  about 
half  the  annual  consumption.  This  far  exceeds  stocks  held  in 
previous  years,  but  the  evil  effects  of  these  accumulated  stocks 
will  not  be  felt  until  navigation  again  opens. 

As  the  demand  in  Russia  itself  for  refined  oil  with  the  burden 
of  a  heavy  excise  duty  is  not  likely  to  increase  quickly  it  only 
remains  to  develop  more  fully  the  export  trade.  Means  are  being 
taken  to  this  end,  and  it  has  been  decided  tfo  carry  the  pipe-line 
from  Batoum  to  Michailova,  on  to  Baku.  I  understand  that  a 
contract  has  been  concluded  with  a  Russian  factory,  for  the 
delivery  of  necessary  pipes  within  the  next  two  years,  so  that  after 
that  date,  if  the  industry  does  not  continue  to  develop  an 
appremable  relief  will  be  experienced.  Apart  from  this  possibility 
the  only  redeeming  feature  is  afforded  by  the  increased  demands 
for  residuals.  With  present  low  prices  it  should  displace  coal  as 
fuel  throughout  the  greater  part  of  Russia,  and  thus  withdraw  the 
surplus  production.  It  is  a  foregone  conclusion  that  cheap  fuel 
must  stimulate  the  demand,  but  trade  in  Russia  generally  being 
depressed  may  delay  the  full  effect  of  reduced  prices  being  felt  in 
Baku.  Moreover  a  certain  uneasiness  has  been  felt  by  users  of 
fuel  oil  as  to  the  chances  of  that  remaining  cheap.  Duriag  the 
boom  many  who  had  previously  converted  their  furnaces  to  the 
use  of  oil  as  fuel,  finding  that  coal  was  cheaper,  changed  back  to 
that  product,  and  it  may  require  very  special  inducements  to  return 
to  oil,  as  the  cost  of  converting  and  re-converting  furnaces  is  not 
inconsiderable.  If  the  demand  for  fuel  oil  does  increase,  it  may 
save  the  situation  and  so  steady  prices  to  enable  the  majority  of 
the  companies  to  work  at  a  profit.  From  18  c.  per  pood  (about 
235.  per  ton)  in  1900,  the  price  of  oil  has  gradually  fallen,  till  it 
can  to-day  be  purchased  at  4  c.  per  pood  (say  5a.  a  ton).  It 
is,   however,   extremely  improbable  that  prices  will  for  a   long 
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time  rise  to  a  point  that  will  enable  those  properties  taken  up 
on  high  royalties  from  the  Government  to  be  a  commercial 
fiuccess.  The  production  from  freehold  and  leasehold  plots  held 
on  low  royalties  is  likely  to  continue  large,  and  can  be  increased 
At  will.  If  prices  were  to  rise  it  would  only  be  temporarily, 
for  immediately  they  advanced  beyond  8  c.  per  pood  the  holders 
of  lands  at  Bibi-Eibat  would  be  able  to  recommence  work,  and 
that  field  is  so  productive,  that  as  the  result,  the  market  would 
be  flooded  and  prices  would  recede  to  the  previous  low  level. 

The  holders  of  Government  lands  have  been  agitating  for  some 
time  for  the  basis  on  which  the  royalty  is  paid  to  be  changed 
from  so  much  per  pood  to  a  percentage  of  the  production,  and  at  a 
meeting  of  the  naphtha  producers  held  in  December  the  question, 
with  the  permission  of  the  Government,  was  put  to  the  vote  and 
passed  by  a  majority.      Should   this  resolution  take  effect,  the 

f)roduction  will  go  up  by  leaps  and  bounds,  prices  will  fall  and  the 
ast  state  will  be  worse  than  the  first. 

Before  the  advent  of  high  prices  and  huge  production,  it  was 
possible  to  make  large  profits  on  prices  lower  than  those  now 
ruling.  It  may  indeed  be  said  that  all  the  personal  fortunes 
made  in  Baku  were  made  on  lower  prices.  This  was  possible  on 
account  of  the  wells  being  shallow  and  the  working  expenses 
small,  and  by  reason  of  the  properties  being  worked  under  the 
management  of  one  or  two  proprietors.  Now,  all  the  chief  pro- 
perties are  owned  by  large  companies  which  run  the  businesses  in 
a  much  moi:e  expensive  njanner.  The  liigh  prices  obtained  in 
recent  years  led  to  wasteful  extravagance  on  the  part  of  many 
companies,  habits  of  luxury  were  induced  amongst  all,  cost  of 
living  increased  threefold,  and  the  simple  manners  and  plain  living 
of  the  founders  of  the  oil  industry  were  abandoned.  A  reversion 
to  the  economical  working  of  those  days  is  impossible  ,  though 
money  is  scarcer  and  everyone  has  been  rendered  poorer  during  the 
past  year,  savings  of  a  lifetime  having  been  sunk  in  industries 
which  are  now  proving  unproductive  and  whose  shares  are 
valueless.  I  am  informed  that  in  spite  of  the  general  depression 
several  companies  with  British  capital  are  being  formed  for 
further  development  of  the  oil  business.  In  the  event  of  such 
companies  being  floated  on  a  reasonable  basis,  they  ought  to.prove 
a  success.  Businesses  are  now  being  offered  for  sale  at  prices,  which 
even  on  to-day's  low  prices,  can  be  worked  at  a  small  profit. 

The  shipping  industry  has  considerably  benefited  by  the  in-  siiipping. 
creased  production  of  oil,  as  no  ships  have  during  the  past  year 
been  added  to  the  oil-carrying  fleet.  Shipowners  are  considering 
the  advisability  of  adding  to  their  carrying  capacity,  and  some  are 
already  asking  for  quotations  for  delivery  of  tank  steamers  for  the 
opening  of  navigation  in  1903.  The  freights  now  being  paid  are 
profitable,  and  orders  for  more  tonnage  may  be  placed  before  the 
end  of  the  opening  season. 

As  Baku  depends  for  its  existence  solely  upon  the  oil  industry,  Machinerj. 
it  naturally  follows  that  every  other  trade  has  suffered  in  propor- 
tion.    The  imports  of  machinery  have  declined  to  a  minimum. 
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The  large  electrical  power  stations^  erected  at  a  cost  of  over 
1,000,000/.  by  a  Gemian  company  on  the  assumption  that  every- 
one would  want  to  convert  their  steam  to  electric-power,  are 
standing  idle,  or  with  ouly  a  mere  fraction  of  their  plant  at 
work. 

Air  compressors  are  proving  an  economical  and  efficient  means 
of  raising  oil  under  certain  conditions.  Those  so  far  in  use  are  all 
of  American  manufacture,  and  it  seems  to  argue  a  supineness  and 
lack  of  enterprise  on  the  part  of  the  British  manufacturer  that 
all  the  orders  for  this  class  of  machinery,  for  which  there  is  a 
growing  demand,  should  go  to  the  United  States,  more  especially 
as  the  American  manufacturer  is  handicapped  by  a  discriminator}' 
tariff  of  50  per  cent.  The  same  remark  applies  to  pumping  plant, 
which  still  successfully  competes  on  very  unequal  terms  with  the 
British-made  article. 
Freigjits.  Freights  remain  about  the  same  as  last  season,  and  charters- 

for  the  current  year  to  Astrachan  are  being  concluded  at  an  average 
of  2  c.  per  pood  (2^.  6d.  per  ton). 
Cotton  Cotton  milling  continues  to  advance;   the   mill  erected  two 

mUling.  years  ago  is  unable  to  execute  all  the  orders  received,  and  the 

pressure  of  work  has  been  so  great  that  the  proprietor  is  doubling 
his  plant.  This  industry  is  one  of  the  most  promising  in  the 
district,  and  with  the  increase  in  cotton  growing  will  become  one 
of  very  considerable  importance. 
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lieport  on  the  Trade,  Commerce,  and  Agricultwre  of  Polaiul  and 
Lithuania  for  the  Year  1901 

By  Mr.  Consul-General  Murray. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Oflice,  Ifav  7,  1902.) 

The  financial  and  industrial  crisis  which  coraraenced  in  1900  Trade  and 
became  even  more  acute  in  1901,  and  affected  all  branches  of  ^^^r^* 
industry  and  trade  to  such  an  extent  that  the  majority  worked      ^*  ^' 
without  any  profit.     A  considerable  number  of  works  could  not 
make  both  ends  meet,  and  in  many  cases  arrangements  had  to  be 
made  with  creditors  in  order  to  avoid  closing  them. 

This  last  crisis  is  decidedly  the  most  serious  Eussia  has  yet 
gone  through.  Its  chief  cause  was  over-production  in  all  branches 
of  industry,  produced  by  the  great  number  of  works  started  during 
the  industrial  boom  of  1897  and  1898,  and  in  some  branches,  such 
as  the  iron  and  cement  industries,  by  the  complete  stoppage  of 
Government  orders. 

I  made  in  a  former  report  the  statement  that  there  is  no 
initiative  in  the  people  here,  and  that  when  a  new  branch  of 
ixidustry  is  started  and  is  doing  well,  because  the  demand  equals  .the 
production,  similar  works  are  immediately  built,  and  there  is  then, 
of  course,  an  over-production.  I  have  seen  this  happen  many  a 
time,  and  it  strikes  me  that  the  small  buying  and  consuming  power 
of  the  nation  is  not  sufficiently  taken  into  consideration  when  new 
enterprises  are  started.  This  small  buying  capacity  of  the  nation 
is  the  chief  reason  why  industry  is  developing  so  slowly,  and 
why  some  branches  cannot  be  started  yet  as  there  would  be 
practically  no  demand  for  their  produce.  Efforts  should  therefore 
be  made  to  develop  this  power  and  to  give  the  nation  the  means 
of  buying  more  and  of  having  more  comfort  than  at  present.  When, 
however,  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  for  instance  in  whole  provinces, 
practically  speaking,  no  iron  is  used,  that  the  consumption  of  sugar 
per  head  is  nil,  the  conclusion  is  unavoidable  that  this  over- 
production is  only  temporary,  and  that  the  time  is  sure  to  come 
when  the  present  producing  power  of  industry  will  not  suffice 
to  meet  the  demand.  But  in  order  to  augment  the  consuming 
power  of  a  nation  with  a  rural  population  it  is  first  of  all  essential 
that  agriculture  should  be  placed  on  a  sound  footing  in  order  to 
enable  the  peasants  to  increase  their  income,  and  thus  have  more 
(77)  k  2 
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money  at  their  disposal  for  buying  various  articles,  in  reality 
essentially  necessary,  but  which  to-day  are  considered  a  luxuiy. 
The  industrial  crisis  was  also  much  aggravated  by  the  scarcity  of 
money  on  the  European  market. 
Finance.  Financially,  Warsaw  practically  depends   on  Berlin,  so  that 

when  credit  is  withdrawn  by  the  Berlin  banks  there  is  a  scarcity 
of  money  on  the  market  here  and  discount  goes  up. 

Coupled  with  this,  confidence  in  industry  was  so  shaken  that 
it  was  practically  impossible  to  obtain  money  for  industrial 
purposes  in  the  early  part  of  1901,  and  fi*equently  12  per  cent, 
had  to  be  paid  for  discount  of  bills.  But  not  only  were  people 
loth  to  invest  their  money  in  sliares,  but  even  4J  per  cent 
mortgage  bonds  did  not  find  any  buyers,  and  their  price  fell  from 
99^  to  91  per  cent.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  loans  granted 
by  the  different  mortgage  banks  represent  only  one-third  of  the 
value  of  the  estates  and  houses  on  which  they  are  granted,  and 
that  on  a  valuation  below  the  market  price,  it  is  apparent  how 
very  frightened  people  were  and  against  what  difficulties  industry 
had  to  contend  under  such  circumstances. 

Towards  the  end  of  1901,  however,  money  began  to 
accumulate  in  the  banks,  and  substantial  offers  were  made  by 
the  Berlin  banks,  so  that  an  amelioration  set  in  on  the  money 
market,  which  became  much  easier.  This  could  not,  however, 
affect  industry,  as  the  demand  for  industrial  produce  did  hot 
increase.  To  sum  up,  although  industry  is  no  better  off"  than  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  the  worst  is  past  and  it  only  requires  time 
to  get  once  more  on  a  sound  footing. 

The  characteristic  feature  of  1900  and  1901,  was  the  formation 
of  rings  and  syndicates  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  continual  fedl 
in  price  of  all  articles,  which  arose  from  competition,  and  to  ensure 
industries  being  able  at  any  rate  to  work  without  loss. 

Such  commercial  organisations  are,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  prohibited 
by  law,  but  they  nevertheless  exist,  and  in  the  case  of  the  proposed 
iron  syndicate,  the  authorities  even  seem  to  encourage  the 
promoters  of  the  idea. 

Syndicates  were  formed  in  Poland  before  they  were  in  Russia ; 
at  the  present  moment  the  cement,  superphosphate,  jute,  paper  and 
glue  industries  are  syndicated,  the  first  two  comprising  only  Polish 
works  and  the  remainder  those  of  the  whole  Empire.  The  proposed 
iron  syndicate,  mention  of  whicji  is  made  in  another  pait  of  this 
report,  will  be  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  Empire. 
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Commerce.  The    industrial   crisis   which   prevailed  throughout  the  year 

re-acted  upon  commerce,  which  also  suffered  severely  in  con- 
sequence, and  there  were  many  bankruptcies.  Commerce,  being 
carried  on  as  a  rule  by  merchants  without  much  capital,  is  run 
chiefly  on  credit,  so  that  when  money  became  scarce  and  credit  was 
cut  down  or  withdrawn  by  the  banks,  a  good  many  merchants 
found  themselves  in  difficulties. 

The  present  moment  is  an  exceptionally  good  one  for  British 
firms,  both  as  buyers  and  sellers  on  this  market,  but  it  must  be 
clearly  understood  that  they  must  be  prepared  to  adapt  themselves 
to  the  local  market  and  give  not  less  favourable  terms  than  their 
competitors. 

The  two  most  essential  points  to  observe  are  the  question  of 
credit,  and  the  supply  of  goods  suited  to  the  local  demand, 
especially  as  regards  price.  As  to  the  former,  the  Germans  give 
six  months  which  had  become  the  usual  thing  for  all  business 
transactions  here,  and  it  would  require  very  special  inducements, 
and  more  cash  than  they  have  got,  for  merchants  here  to  buy 
goods,  except  in  special  cases,  on  the  usual  British  one  month 
credit  terms.  Secondly,  the  goods  supplied  must  be  cheap,  as  the 
buying  capacity  of  the  people  is  very  limited  and  they  cannot 
afford  a  first-class  article.  The  duty  and  customary  30  per  cent 
that  the  retail  shopkeeper  here  reckons  to  make  on  all  transactions 
must  also  be  remembered.  I  bought  a  5rf.  pot  of  Keiller's 
marmalade  here  the  other  day  ;  it  cost  me  2s.  6A,  as  did  a  packet 
of  "  Bromo"  paper,  .which  I  can  buy  in  England  for  lid, 

I  am  sorry  to  have  again  to  recur  to  the  question  of  language, 
but  although  some  British  firms  have  been  wise  enough  to  under- 
stand that  it  is  no  more  good  sending  an  ordinary  British  trade 
circular  or  price  list  to  any  one  here  than  it  would  be  for  a  Polish 
merchant  to  send  one  of  his  to  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
general  idea  appears  to  bfe  that  that  is  all  sufficient  to  open  up 
business  here.  The  other  day  a  firm  sent  me  five  British  post- 
cards, which  are  not  accepted  as  such  here,  with  the  request  that 
I  would  post  them  to  firms  likely  to  employ  them  as  commission 
agents,  on  the  cards  being  a  few  words  in  English  to  say  they 
were  willing  to  act  in  that  capacity.  They  did  not  forward 
stamps,  which  I  was  apparently  to  find.  Now  1  ask  any  reason- 
able man  is  that  the  way  to  open  up  business  in  a  foreign 
country  ? 

One  difficulty  I  experience  is  that  many  British  firms  write  to 
ask  for  the  names  of  "  importers  "  or  "  exporters,"  or  of  "  purchasers 
of  British  goods,"  and  when  asked  to  specify,  say  "  oh,  we  deal  in 
everything."  That  may  be,  but  in  a  town  of  750,000  inhabitants 
it  is  difficult  to  give  all  exporters  or  importers. 

Moreover,  commercial  geography  appears  to  be  little  taught  in 
British  middle  class  schools,  and  I  would  mention  for  general 
information,  that  Warsaw  is  not  the  only  town  in  this  district 
or  even  in  Poland,  and  that  only  three  hours  away  there 
is  the  fifth  largest  town  in  the  Empire  called  Lodz,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  nearly  500,000  and  a  corresponding  number  of  shops  to 
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Bupply  their  wants,  a  town  of  which  few  British  firms  appear  to  • 
have  heard.  There  are  also  YiLio  with  over  160,000;  Minsk, 
100,000 ;  Kovno,  75,000 ;  Lublin,  50,000 ;  besides  several  others 
witih  from  25,000  to  50,000.  All  these  towns  have  shops  which 
sell  foreign  goods,  chiefly  Gterman.  In  all  these  towns  it  is  worth 
while  trying  to  open  up  business  in  many  lines,  but  it  can  only 
be  done  by  a  traveller  speaking  Polish  and  Russian,  or  at  least 
Grerman,  and  offering  goods  at  the  same  price  and  on  the  same 
terms  as  those  who  at  present  supply  the  market.  Do  British 
firms  really  think  they  have  done  aU  they  can  to  supply  the 
wants  of  a  population  of  17,000,000  in  a  country  a  third  bigger 
than  the  United  Kingdom  in  sending  an  English  circular  to  a 
firm  or  two  in  Warsaw  ? 

I  recently  asked  a  prominent  British  resident  of  long  standing  Sale  of 
and  very  lai-ge  commercial  experience,  why  British  goods  do  not  Britiab  goodi. 
make  more  way  in  Poland.    This  is  what  he  tells  me : — 

"  British  firms  are,  as  a  rule,  very  badly  represented  either  by 
German  or  Jewish  agents  who,  when  they  have  formed  a  con- 
nection amongst  manufacturers,  try  to  transfer  them  to  souie 
foreign  firm  who  offer  more  favourable  conditions. 

"British  firms  would  do  well  to  employ  good  travellers  wIjd 
know  one  of  the  languages  current  here,  either  Bussian  or  Germau, 
and  who  would  quote  the  prices  in  Bussian  currency  and  Kussian 
weights,  and  also  the  exact  price  the  given  article  will  cost  delivered 
in  the  works. 

"  Should  the  Bussian  and  German  Governments  not  be  able  to 
come  to  an  agreement  with  the  new  treaty  of  commerce,  there 
would  be  the  prospect  of  a  tariff  war  which  would  very  much 
injure  the  export  of  German  manufactures  to  Bussia.  British 
manufacturers  would  then  have  a  good  chance  of  getting  hold  of 
the  Bussian  market ;  they  would,  however,  require  to  make  up 
their  minds  to  make  some  changes  in  their  way  of  doing  business ; 
besides  employing  good  representatives  who  thoroughly  enjoy  their 
confidence,  they  must  be  prepared  to  depart  from  some  of  their 
hard  a:nd  fast  rules;  they  must  be  prepared  to  concede  longer 
Credits  up  to  six  mouths  instead  of  the  usual  one  month,  and  aiBO' 
to  be  more  considerate  of  the  wishes  of  their  customers  respecting; 
the  dimensions  and  make  up  of  the  goods. 

"  The  Grermans  have  in  those  respects  been  much  wiser  and  more- 
conciliatory,  and  have  tried  harder  to  suit  themselves  to  the  pur- 
chasers' tastes  and  wishes  than  any  other  nationality  exporting  to 
Bussia." 

In  all  my  reports  hitherto  I  have  urgeld  that  prices  of  goods 
offered  by  British  merchants  should  be  quoted  in  Bussian  money 
delivered  franco.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  have  on  sevei'al 
occasions  recently  heard  of  the  British  representatives  of  British 
firms  doing  business  here  on  those  terms  in  the  language  of  the 
country. 

In  Poland  the  winter  and  spring  of  1900--01  were  generally  AgrioulturO* 
very  unfavourable  for  winter  cereals.    In  December,  1900,  there  |1J^^  "* 
were  very  severe  frosts  with  wind.    In  the  government  of  Lomza-n,,.^^^ 
(77)  A  4 
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fresh  snow  fell  in  March  after  the  ground  had  already  thawed. 
In  Eadom  very  little  snow  fell  and  the  sprouts  were  in  many 
places  frozen.  Half  the  winter  sowings  were  also  ruined  i 
Ealisz  and  in  Kielce  by  the  cold,  and  in  May  the  condition 
of  the  winter  cereals  was  generally  unsatisfactory  and  in  many 
places  bad. 

The  sowing  of  spring  cereals  was  much  later  than  usual,  but 
was  eventually  carried  out  under  varying  conditions,  the  weather 
in  some  places  being  good  and  in  others  cold  and  windy.  The 
sprouts  came  up  well,  but  in  some  districts  min  was  wanted.  In 
Kalisz  there  was  a  threatened  want  of  fodder  for  cattle  as  the 
clover  and  grass  had  been  frozen.  A  considerable  amount  of  the 
area  under  winter  wheat  had  to  be  re-sown  in  the  governments  of 
Xalisz,  Siedlce,  Plock,  Warsaw,  Piotrokoflf,  Kielce,  and  Eadom. 
In  the  two  last-named  winter  rape  had  also  to  be  re-sown.  Thus 
the  area  under  spring  cereals  in  most  places  was  considerably 
increased. 

In  May  the  sprouts  were  at  first  somewhat  backward  generally 
on  account  of  the  want  of  rain,  but  in  June  rain  fell  almost  every- 
Nwhere  and  they  came  forward  welL  A  good  deal  of  damage  was 
'done  by  hail,  especially  in  the  governments  of  Badom,  Siedlce,  and 
Piotrokoff. 

In  several  parts  of  the  government  of  Elalisz  there  were  com- 
plaints of  the  enormous  quantity  of  weeds  amongst  wheat,  rye, 
and  clover.  In  Kielce  winter  cereals  were,  at  the  end  of  June, 
^generally  satisfactory,  and  winter  wheat  excellent  In  Kalisz  both 
winter  wheat  and  winter  rye  were  a  failure. 

A  dry  spell  then  set  in,  the  result  of  which  was  that  nearly 
<every  where  in  Poland,  especially  in  the  northern  governments — 
Warsaw,  Plock,  Kalisz,  Siedlce,  and  Lomza — a  very  small  crop  of 
winter  cereals  was  obtained,  in  many  parts  of  them  the  crop  not 
exceeding  the  amount  of  grain  sown.  This  deplorable  state  of 
things  was  fortunately  partly  made  up  for  by  the  comparatively 
good  crop  of  summer  cereals,  but  only  as  far  as  grain  was  con- 
cerned ;  the  scarcity  of  straw  had  to  be  thought  of  and  means  had 

to  be  found  to  replace  it.    This  decided  a  great  many  proprietors  { 

and  farmers  to  re-sow  the  area  under  winter  wheat  and  rye  with 
sunmier  cereals,  not  only  to  obtain  more  grain  but  more  especially 
a  supply  of  straw.  The  area  re-sown  varies  very  much  in  the 
different  governments.  Kalisz  seems  to  have  suffered  more 
than  any  other  government,  and  ic  is  generally  estimated  that 
60  per  cent,  of  Uie  area  originaUy  sown  with  winter  cereals  was 
re-sown. 

The  bad  news  of  the  winter  sowings  in  Poland  had  not  failed 
to  have  its  effect  on  the  price  of  grain  in  the  local  markets,  which 
rose  from  Ss.  4d.  to  4^.  5cL  per  bushel  for  rye,  and  from  2$.  4d,  to 
2s.  6d.  per  bushel  for  wheat  in  ApriL  In  consequence  of  the  rise 
in  the  price  of  grain  for  seed  which  was  in  urgent  demand,  as  so 
much  of  the  area,  35  per  cent  it  is  stated,  under  winter  grains 
had  to  be  re-sown,  some  fanners  tried  to  import  seed  grain  from 
Gertnany,  but  it  appeared  that  the  bad  news  had  also  reached 
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those  markets,  on  which  speculatocs  had  already,  in  consequence, 
managed  to  raise  tlie  price,  which  they  had  fixed  at  15/.  per  ton 
for  rye  and  202.  per  ton  for  wheat 

Many  farmers  were  obliged  to  sell  off  most  of  their  stock, 
partly  on  account  of  the  dearth  of  fodder  and  partly  from  need 
of  ready  cash. 

The  Land  Bank  let  agriculturists  off  paying  the  two  half- 
yearly  instalments  due  on  loans  during  1901,  the  amounts  due  to 
be  extended  over  16  future  half-yearly  payments,  and  also  made 
other  concessions. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  government  of  Warsaw,  and  in 
the  government  of  Plock,  from  40  to  50  per  cent,  were  destroyed, 
nearly  all  of  which  was  re-sown.  In  the  southern  governments 
the  yield  of  all  cereals,  especially  barley  and  oats,  wets  good,  so 
that  taking  an  average  for  the  whole  of  Poland  it  would  appear 
that  wheat  was  unsatisfactory,  rye  somewhat  under  the  average, 
oats  above  the  average,  barley  about  the  average. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  yield  of  the  different 
grains  in  Poland  and  the  proportion  thereof  to  an  average  crop, 
taking  the  latter  at  100  : — 


Wheat. 

Bje 

Oats 

Barley, 


Per  Acre. 


Per  Cent. 


Bushelf. 

11*49 

66 

10-76 

70 

28*24 

106 

16-86 

90 

The  above  figures  were  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri-Hay. 
culture  at  St.  Petersburg. 

The  hay  crop  failed  in  many  parts  of  Poland,  like  grain, 
chiefly  in  the  northern  governments,  and  especially  on  high-lying 
land,  so  that  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  fodder,  and  hay  has  to  be 
imported  into  Poland  in  great  quantities  from  the  southern  and 
south-eastern  governments  of  Bussia  proper. 
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Table  showing  the  Area  and  Yield  of  Hay  daring  the  Years 

1900-01, 


Arts  iiiid«r  fUif, 

Quantity  of  Hay. 

1900. 

1901. 

Diirereooe 

1900.      1        1901. 

DUhrUMO. 

Folnd- 

KMloe    

Loum 

lAblln 

Petnduff 

Plock     

Badan 

,  flnwaUl 

MedlM 

ACTM. 

266,486 
201,701 
161,978 
264,867 
866,828 
187,728 
172,908 
161,811 
276,987 
406,067 

AONt. 

271,604 
196,242 
148,088 
269,976 
866,819 
202,092 
170,864 
161.964 
278,872 
881,621 

AOW. 

+     18,069 

-  6,469 

-  8;946 
+       ^619 

-  1,004 
+     14,869 

-  2,649 
•f     10,618 
-1-       2,885 

-  24,646 

Tom. 

210,006 
162,000 
126  000 
185,000 
260,000 
144,000 
144,000 
116,000 
288,000 
276,000 

Tons. 

220,841 
140,810 
127,420 
218.672 
296,820 
168,876 
180,707 
182,198 
248,192 
279.198 

Toni. 

•f     10,841 

-  11,690 
+       2,420 
4-     28,672 
+     46,820 
-»-     19.876 

-  18.288 
+     17.188 
•f     16,192 
+       8.196 

Total 

2,427,286 

2,480,867 

+       8,182 

1,884,000 

1,961.728 

+    117,728 

lithiiMite- 
Ylliiui    ... 

Komo    

Grodno 

Miiuk    

1,016,076 
1,884,244 
1128,986 
2;829;892 

1,106,044 
1.401,016 
1,179,487 
2,889,062 

+     90,968 
+      16,772 
+     60,601 
-1-      10,080 

661,000 

667,000 

689.000 

1,806,000 

695.621 

758,800 

681,754 

1,288,442 

+     44.621 
+     96,806 
+     92.764 
-     71.668 

Total 

6,868.196 

6.026,629 

•f    168,881 

8.202,000 

8.864,117 

4-    168.117 

Gnoid  total  ... 

8,286,488 

8.466,896 

+    171,468 

6,086,000    1    6,815.846 

+   279,846 
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Oonditioii  of 
wint6r 
sowings  in 
March,  1902. 


Cereals  in 
Lithuania. 


Vilna. 


KoTno. 


Winter  sowings  in  Poland  (are  at  the  end  of  March)  on  the 
whole  in  good  condition,  and  in  spite  of  the  sudden  great  changes 
of  temperature  during  the  winter,  without  enough  snow  to  protect 
the  shoots,  promise  well,  thanks  chiefly  to  the  very  favourable 
weather  in  the  autumn. 

In  Lithuania  agricultural  matters  were  very  much  better  in 
1901. 

'J'hroughout  the  government  of  Vilna  winter  sowings  came 
through  the  winter  of  1900-01  well,  except  for  some  slight  damage 
by  worm  [agrotis  segetem)  in  the  district  of  Vilna.  In  the  Trok 
and  Oszinian  districts  the  peasants  were  obliged  to  borrow  grain 
for  spring  sowing.  During  the  spring,  however,  matters  did  not 
go  so  well  on  account  of  the  continued  cold  and  want  of  rain, 
which  partly  spoiled  the  prospects  of  winter  cereals  everywhere, 
except  in  the  Vileysk  district.  Spring  sowing  took  place  in  some 
districts  in  good  weather,  but  in  others  there  was  a  want  of  rain. 
Little  or  no  re-sowing  was  necessary.  At  the  end  of  May  and 
beginning  of  June  both  winter  and  spring  cereals  were  in  good 
condition,  the  latter  being  rather  the  better,  except  in  the 
Sventian  district,  where  there  had  been  a  great  want  of  rain. 

In  Kovno  the  crops  were  the  best  in  the  whole  Consular 
district.  Winter  sowings  were  well  protected  by  snow,  and  were 
looking  exceedingly  well  when  the  ground  cleared,  except  in  the 
district  of  Kovno,  where  they  were  not  quite  satisfactory.  Good 
weather  during  the  spring  brought  them  well  ibrward,  and  the 
sowing  of  spring  cereals  was  also  carried  out  under  favourable 
conditions.  Hardly  any  land  under  winter  grain  had  to  be  re- 
sown,  and  at  the  end  of  June  the  prospects  of  harvest,  both  for 
winter  and  spring  grains,  were  very  good.  There  was  a  slight 
increase  in  the  area  under  spring  grain  in  the  Novo-Alexandrovsk 
district. 

From  the  following  table  will  be  seen  the  yield  per  acre  of 
the  different  cereals  in  the  four  Lithuanian  governments  forming 
part  of  this  Consular  district,  and  the  proportion  thereof  to  £ui 
average  crop,  taking  the  latter  at  100  : — 


Wheat. 

Bye. 

Oats. 

Barley. 

Gorenunent. 

Yield  per      Per 
Acre.     ;   Cent. 

Yield  per  \     Per 
Acre.     1   Cent. 

Yield  per 
Acre. 

Per 
Gent. 

Yield  per 
Acre. 

Per 
Cenc 

Vilna       

Orodno     

Minsk       

Kovno      

Bushels. 
12-27 
12 -0« 
14-48 
16-90 

100 
95 
110 
110 

Bathels. 
10-58 
10-58 
IS -28 
16bZ 

90 
90 
110 
105 

Bushela. 
10-06 
18-04 
16-04 
2011 

70 
110 
126 
120 

BuBhela. 
8-56 
10-56 
10  "79 
12-06 

75 
86 
88 
80 
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Beetroot.  In  Poland  the  area  under  beet  increased  by  about  10  per  cent, 

as  compared  with  1900.  Of  the  whole  area  sown  with  beet,  97 
per  cent,  belonged  to  private  persons,  the  remaining  3  per  cent 
being  owned  by  factories.  The  total  area  sown  was  160,421 
acres,  as  against  143,745  acres  in  1900.  Of  this  155,588  acres 
were  private  plantations,  as  against  138,917  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  only  4,833  acres  belonged  to  sugar  factories,  as  against 
5,079  acres  in  1900,  thus  showing  an  increase  of  12  per  cent,  of 
private  plantations,  and  a  decrease  of  4'8  per  cent,  of  factory 
plantation ;  there  was  an  increase  of  private  plantations  in  all  the 
nine  governments  of  this  district  where  beetroot  is  grown,  but 
factory  plantations  only  increased  slightly  in  the  governments  of 
Lublin,  Kadom,  and  Siedlce,  whilst  in  the  other  governments  the 
area  decreased  correspondingly. 

The  beet  harvest  in  Poland,  unlike  the  rest  of  Eussia,  was  in 
1901  very  good.  Of  the  total  area,  only  some  2,182  acres  were 
destroyed  during  the  spring,  and  there  was  time  to  re-sow  1,7C6 
acres,  leaving  only  a  small  deficiency  of  414  acres  which  had  to 
be  abandoned.  Of  the  2,182  acres  destroyed  in  the  spring,  meteoro- 
logical reasons  accounted  for  1,712  acres,  insects  and  fungus  diseases 
for  470  acres.  The  seed  in  1901  was  all  of  excellent  quality,  so 
that  no  loss  was  incurred  in  that  direction.  The  young  plants  did 
very  well  throughout  the  summer,  especially  as  the  weatlier  was 
not  too  dry  as  in  other  parts  ot*  Russia,  where  the  crop  wjis  in 
some  cases  completely  spoilt  from  lack  of  rain.  Poland  fortu- 
nately escaped  the  attack^  of  the  beetroot  caterpillar,  which  de- 
vastated thousands  of  acres  in  the  south-west,  the  governments  of 
KiefiF  and  PodoJia  being  the  chief  sufferers.  In  order  to  combat 
this  pest,  cartloads  of  ants  were  brought  to  the  infected  districts, 
but  the  caterpillars  had  taken  too  firm  a  hold  for  such  measures 
to  be  of  much  use. 

It  was  noticed  that  in  1901  beet  showed  more  resistance  to 
caterpillars,  and  suffered  less  from  them  than  in  former  years. 
Although  it  is  difficult  to  find  the  true  reason  of  this,  many  put  it 
down  to  the  extended  use  of  artificial  manures,  which  strengthen 
the  plant. 

The  beet  of  the  1901  crop  contained  on  the  average  16*49 
per  cent,  of  sugar,  as  against  16*94  per  cent,  in  1900. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  yield  of  beet  and  the  yield 
per  acre  as  compared  with  1900  : — 
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Poteto«Si  In  many  places  fanners,  despairing  of  the  hay.  and  straw  crops » 

ploughed  up  their  fields  and  re-sowed  them  with  potatoes,  thinking 
thereby  to  make  up  at  any  rate  in  part  for  the  shortage  of  fodder 
for  cattle.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  frequent  rains  in  the  early 
summer  rotted  the  potatoes  especially  in  low-lying  places,  and 
grave  fears  wei-e  entertained  at  one  time  that  a  considerable  part 
of  the  crop  would  be  destroyed;  this  would  have  undoubtedly 
produced  a  famine  in  those  parts  of  the  district  where  tbe  winter 
sowings  failed  completely. 

Fortunately,  things  turned  out  considerably  better  than  was 
anticipated,  and  the  crop  of  1901,  though  below  the  average,  may 
be  considered  as  fairly  good. 

The  yield  was  approximately  as  follows : — 

In  the  government  of  Warsaw,  where  potatoes  began  to  be  dug 
between  September  1  and  10,  the  yield  varied  from  14-34  to  19-13 
quarters  per  acre. 

The  government  of  Piotrokoflf  gave  an  average  yield  of  1594 
quarters  per  acre. 

Government  of  Lomza.  The  crop  was  on  the  whole  good,  and 
yielded  from  16  to  19  quarters  per  acre.  On  clay  soil  a  great 
many  of  the  plants  had  rotted,  which  was  also  noticed  with 
undersized  plants. 

In  the  government  of  Siedlce  a  good  crop  was  obtained,  except 
in  the  district  of  Wengrow,  where  on  low-lying  land  not  more  than 
6*45  quarters  were  obtained  per  acre.  The  average  yield  in  the 
government  was  19  quarters  per  acre. 

The  yield  of  the  crop  in  the  £ielce  government  ranged  between 
16  and  194  quarters  per  acre. 

In  the  Lublin  government  15*8  quarters  per  acre  were  obtained 
on  an  average,  except  the  Tomaszow  district,  where  the  yield  was 
about  13  quarters  per  acre. 

In  the  governments  of  Sadom  and  £alisz  the  crop  was  about 
20  to  30  per  cent,  below  the  average.  ;;^ 

The  government  of  Flock  gave  an  average  and  the  government 
of  SuM'alki  a  good  crop. 

In  Lithuania  the  potato  crop  was  good,  especially  in  the  northern 
governments. 

The  average  yield  was  14  quarters  per  acre,  but  in  many  dis- 
tricts as  much  as  18'6  quarters  were  obtained. 

Both  in  Poland  and  Lithuania  the  potatoes  were  small-sized 
but  of  good  quality. 
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Table  showing  Yield  of  Potatoes  during  the  Years  1899-1901.     Potatoei. 


GK)Temment. 

Quantity. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Lithuania— 

Minak 

828,306 

1,013,016 

1,048,940 

Vilma 

544,293 

678,118 

617,318 

Kovno            ..          ..         •• 

882,430 

475,608 

883,161 

G-rodno 

660,906 

710,028 

845,362 

Total 

2,265,934 

2,876.770 

2,389,781 

Poland- 

Warsaw        

735,888 

1,187  421 

1,184,990 

Kalisz 

929.288 

839,751 

1,016,067 

Kielce 

563,086 

890,023 

714,884 

Lomza           

429,248 

616.640 

440,141 

Lublin           , 

807,405 

1,147,071 

1.009,448 

PletrokofF 

867,481 

1,148,710 

1,018,186 

Plock 

478,893 

703,198 

736,911 

Radom           

689,358 

703,193 

711,161 

Suwalki          

288,926 

376,166 

321,238 

Siedlce           

453,283 

778,996 

684,809 

Total 

6,142,805 

8,891,069 

7,886,269 

Grand  total      . . 

8,408,789 

11,267,889 

10,226,050 

1901  was  a  very  good  year  for  the  Polish  agricultural  societies,  A^eoltont 
and  proved  that  these  institutions  are  extremely  useful  to  agri-  »«»«*»»• 
culturists  as  a  means  for  buying  articles  for  agriculture  and  for 
selling  its  products  on  terms  they  could  not  otherwise  get.  The 
turn-over  of  some  of  these  societies  was  very  considerable,  if  it  is 
taken  into  consideration  that  it  was  the  first  year  of  their  exist- 
ence, that  their  capital  is  very  small,  and  that  they  have  to 
compete  with  the  middleman  whose  efforts,  now  that  he  is  losing 
ground,  are  more  them  doubled  ;  British  firms,  and  more  especially 
makers  of  .agricultural  machinery  and  implements,  should  very 
seriously  consider  opening  up  business  connections  with  these 
societies,  as  their  importance,  in  view  of  the  special  facilities 
which  have  been  granted  to  them  by  the  Government  as  to 
freights,  loans,  &c.,  is  sure  to  increase  very  considerably,  and  they 
will  become  about  the  most  important  buyers  of  articles  connected 
with  agriculture. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  secretaries  of 
the  societies,  which  are  c^ed  in  Poland  "  Towarzystwo  Kolnicze," 
and  in  Lithuania,  "  Zemled jeltcheskoje  Obshchestwo."  Every 
government  (county)  has  now  a  society  of  its  own,  with  head- 
quarters in  the  principal  town,  to  which  letters  should  be  addressed. 
Need  I  add  that  letters  and  price-lists  should  be  in  a  language 
generally  understood.  If  dealers  will  think  of  the  reception 
circulars  in  Russian  or  Polish  would  meet  with  at  the  hands  of 
(77)  B 
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.  English    farmers    they    may  perhaps  understand  the    reason  I 
say  this;   moreover,   German  and   American  firms  do  all  their 
correspondence  and  issue  all  their  catalogues  and  price-lists  in  these 
languages,  with  prices  "  loco  "  the  nearest  town. 
Agricmltonl  Owing  to  the  nearly  total  failure  of  the  crops  in  the  kingdom 

Machinery,  ^f  Poland  last  year,  the  sale  of  agricultural  machinery  decreased 
very  much.  The  Warsaw  dealers  sold  only  half  as  much  harvesting 
machinery  as  in  the  previous  year.  Business  in  portable  engines 
and  threshing  machines  was  very  quiet,  as  only  some  of  the  richest 
landed  proprietors  could  afifbrd  to  purchase  threshing  sets,  which 
were,  however,  of  little  use. 

Owing  to  the  poorness  of  the  crops  there  was  very  little  straw, 
which  is  such  an  important  article  on  the  farm,  as  a  substitute  for 
which  leaves,  branches,  and  such  stuff  were  used  for  bedding. 
Where  peat  was  to  be  had  it  was  used  successfully  for  bedding, 
and  several  machii;ies  for  cutting  peat  were  sold.  There  was  a 
great  demand  for  large  hay  presses  for  Volhynia  and  Podolia. 
These  two  governments  yielded  plenty  of  straw,  which  in  a  pressed 
form  was  supplied  to  that  market.  This  straw,  however,  was 
regarded  as  a  very  expensive  food,  and  only  mixed  in  small  quan- 
tities with  other  food  such  as  boiled  potatoes,  beetroots,  &c.,  for 
cattle.  Never  before  has  there  been  such  a  big  sale  of  kettles 
for  boiling  potatoes,  root  cutters,  chaff  cutters,  &c.  The  demand 
for  ploughs  was  small,  but  spring  toothed  harrows  c^  the  American 
make  were  in  great  demand. 
I>*«7  Polish  farmers  have  begun  lately  to  pay  more  attention  to 

^^^'^^'^^li'  dairy  work.  The  attempts  of  several  big  British  importers  to  buy 
butter  here  have  directed  the  attention  of  Polish  fanners  to  this 
branch  of  farm  industry,  which  has  been  very  much  neglected  till 
now.  The  trial  shipments  of  butter  from  this  country  to  England 
were,  however,  a  failure,  and  convinced  the  people  that  only 
first-class  butter  can  find  a  ready  sale  in  England,  and  this 
cannot  be  supplied,  unless  modem  dairies,  fitted  with  up-to-date 
machinery,  are  built. 

American  green  bone  cutters  for  poultry  food  have  been  intro- 
duced, and  sell  readily. 

There  was  much  talk  of  establishing  large  co-operative 
dairies,  but  want  of  energy  and  money  seems  to  have  caused  the 
project  to  fall  through.  There  might  be  an  opening  in  this  line 
for  British  enterprise,  and  if  such  dairies  were  established  there 
would  be  also  an  output  for  dairy  machinery,  cooling  appliances, 
&c.  The  Danes  have  been  keeping  an  eye  on  this  future  branch 
of  farm  industry  in  Poland,  and  are  at  present  making  enquiries 
with  a  view  to  establishing  the  first  of  a  series  of  such  dairies 
near  Warsaw. 

The  first  such  dairy  in  Siberia  was  established  by  a  Dane 
named  Eisman,  in  1894,  eight  years  ago.  There  are  now  in  Siberia 
1,170  dairies,  with  an  export  of  nearly  1,000,000  cwts.  of  butter, 
which  is  exported  vik  Ei^i^a,  iOO  frozen  chamber  wagons'' being 
required  for  its  transport. 

Another  product  which  seems  to  interest  British  importers  is 
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cured  pork  and  bacou.  Good  material  can  be  had  in  Poland,  cheap, 
but  there  are  no  specialists  who  know  how  to  cure  and  prepare  it 
according  to  British  taste. 

I  would  again  draw  attention  to  the  immense  superiority  of  the 
American  system  of  advertising,  which  appeals  particularly  to  a 
class  so  unused  to  such  advertisements  as  farmers  and  small  land- 
owners in  this  part  of  the  world. 

At  the  end  of  1901  the  superphosphate  works  in  Poland  formed  Artificial 
a  ring  with  the  object  of  maintaining  the  price  of  this  article,  of  ™*»»«»«^ 
which  the  price  is  at  present  8^  c.  (2^d.)  per  1  per  cent,  of  soluble 
phosphoric  acid  in  100  lbs.  (Kussian)  of  superphosphate.  The 
total  output  of  the  Polish  works  is  about  43,000  tons  of  super- 
phosphates, of  which  about  32,000  tons  can  be  sold  in  Poland, 
Lithuania,  Volhynia,  and  Podolia. 

The  owners  of  the  works  have  presented  a  petition  that  the 
duty  may  be  raised  on  imported  superphosphate,  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  any  notice  will  be  taken  of  it.  It  is,  however,  likely  that 
facilities  will  be  granted  as  to  duty  on  raw  materials  necessary  for 
this  branch  of  industry,  which  have  to  be  imported  to  Eus&ia. 
Should  the  duty  on  superphosphates  be  raised  it  would  affect 
the  United  Kingdom  to  a  certain  extent,  as  quite  one-third  of  the 
superphosphate  consumed  in  the  Baltic  provinces  is  now  of 
British  origin,  but  would  then  be  supplied  by  Eussian  works  with 
which  it  would  be  impossible  to  compete. 

Russian  slags,  containing  from  14  to  18  per  cent,  of  phosphoric 
acid,  appeared  on  the  market  for  the  first  time  in  1901.  They 
came  from  Kertch,  Mariupol,  and  Taganrog,  where  the  iron  ore  is 
very  much  richer  in  phosphorus  than  Polish  ore.  These  slags  have 
been  bought  up  by  the  Austro-German  Company  whose  head- 
quarters are  at  Berlin,  and  who  pmctically  monopolise  the  world's 
market  in  this  article,  in  consequence  of  which  very  small  quantities 
of  slags  were  imported  from  Germany  in  1901. 

The  Warsaw  Hop  Fair  of  1901,  contrary  to  expectation,  turned  Breport  on  the 
out  very  badly  for  local  hop  growers.  Only  a  couple  of  weeks  j^^f*  igou 
before  the  Fair  the  disposition  of  the  hop  market  was  firm, 
transactions  taking  place  at  15  and  16  r.  per  poud  (33s.  and  35s. 
per  36  lbs.),  besides  which  it  was  expected  that  that  year's  hops 
would  be  extra  good.  The  demand  was  brisk  and  considerable 
sales  took  place  before  the  Fair. 

What  W81S  known  of  the  world's  harvest  of  hops  also  led 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  would  be  a  shortage  of  first-class 
hops,  whilst  there  would  be  an  over-production  of  lower  qualities, 
as  tlie  hops  grown  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  America, 
where  the  crops  were  last  year  so  large,  are  exclusively  of  lower 
qualities,  which  are  required  for  the  manufacture  of  porter.  Thus 
it  was  expected  that  the  supply  of  the  best  quality  of  hops,  which 
last  year's  Polish  hop.-s  \.  ere  expected  to  be,  would  be  unequal  to 
the  demand.  However,  as  it  turned  out,  this  was  exactly  what 
they  were  not.  Although  there  were  some  early  Polish  hops  of 
first-rate  quality,  the  bulk  of  the  crop,  which  was  late,  was  more 
or  less  spoilt  by  cold  and  wel  ind  was  of  verv  inferior  quality. 
(77)  *  '  y\  9. 
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The  quantity  of  hops  brought  to  the  Fair  was  greatfer  than  in 
1900,  being  some  11,438  pouds  (of  36  lbs.),  as  against  8,440  pouds 
in  1900,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  importance  of  the 
Hop  Fair,  like  the  Wool  Fair,  lies  not  so  much  in  the  quantity 
sold  at  it  as  in  setting  the  prices. 

A  great  part  of  the  hops  brought  to  the  Fair  had  already 
changed  hands,  but  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  hops  were  not 
ready  for  the  Fair  and  were  brought  there  before  being  properly 
-dried,  which  led  to  several  cases  of  heating.  Naturally  these 
parcels  were  sold  for  what  they  would  fetch,  which  was  from  about 
10  r.  and  5  r.  to  8  r.  and  4  r.  per  poud  if  sold  by  quality  and  from 
7  r.  50  c.  to  6  r.  50  c.  if  sold  without  sorting.  These  sales  con- 
stituted the  whole  business  done  at  the  Fair.  Hardly  any  hops  in 
good  condition  changed  hands. 

Several  foreign  buyers  from  Prague.  Nurenberg,  Furth,  and 
Lemberg  attended  the  Fair,  but  neither  they  nor  the  local  buyers 
bought  anything  as  they  wanted  hops  of  a  quality  superior  to  those 
at  the  Fair. 

Another  reason  why  practically  no  business  was  done  at  the 
Fair  last  year  was  the  bad  state  of  che  brewing  trade.  The 
restrictions  on  the  sale  of  drink,  which  were  imposed  on  the 
introduction  of  the  Government  monopoly  of  the  sale  of  spirits, 
the  recent  extension  of  the  monopoly  to  the  central  governments, 
and  the  bad  year,  both  on  account  of  ihe  failure  of  the  harvest 
and  of  the  industrial  crisis  for  the  working  classes,  all  have 
diminished  the  consumption  and  consequently  the  production  of 
beer. 

Besides  this,  brewers  still  held  a  certain  stock  of  hops 
remaining  over  from  1900,  and  foreseeing  a  further  diminution  of 
production,  refrained  from  iiirther  purchases  of  dried  hops,  which 
in  turn  re-acted  upon  the  sale  of  green  hops.  These  are  the 
reasons  why,  according  to  official  statistics,  the  export  of  local 
hops  has  increased  sixteen-fold  during  the  last  two  years,  whilst 
the  import  of  foreign  hops  has  decreased  by  80  per  cent. 

To  sum  up,  no  business  was  done  at  the  Fair  and  no  prices 
could  be  established. 

The  Committee  of  the  Fair  have  applied  for  official  permission, 
which  will  almost  certainly  be  granted,  for  the  Fair  to  commence 
in  future  on  September  30  instead  of,  as  hitherto,  on  September  25. 
The  object  of  this  is  to  give  hop  growers  more  time  to  get  their 
hops  properly  dried  before  the  opening  of  the  Fair. 

Subsequently  to  the  Fair  hops  were  for  the  first  time  sold  for 

export  to  the  United  Kingdom,  which  has  very  much  encouraged 

local  hop  growers,  as  they  hope  the  demand  will  be  permanent 

and  that  thus  a  new  market  for  their  hops  will  be  opened  up. 

The  Warsaw  The  annual  Wool  Fair  at  Warsaw  took  place  on  Saturday  and 

Ij^^qm^      Monday,  June  15  and  17,  1901,  this  being  the  second  year  that 

^^^  the  official  duration  of  the  Fair  was  limited  to  two  days  instead  of, 

as  formerly,   four.     When   the   Fair  was  supposed  to  last  four 

days,   it    was    found    that   the   actual    business    could    be    got 

through  in  two,  which  was  the  reason  it  was  cut  down  to  that 


of  1901. 
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number  of  days,  but  now  that  it  is  so,  business  is  carried  on  over 
four  or  even  five  days. 

The  Fair  is  of  most  importance  to  Polish  and  Eussian  buyers, 
though  two  or  three  representatives  of  German  firms  attend,  but 
made  no  purchases  this  year  as  prices  were  higher  than  abroad. 

Foreign  merchants  have  been  for  many  years  considered  the 
most  important  buyers  at  the  Warsaw  Fair,  and  it  was  they 
who  gave  the  tone  to  the  market  as  they  brought  with  them 
the  disposition  reigning  on  the  market  abroad.  It  appears, 
however,  in  reality  that  their  importance  was  overrated,  as  it  had 
not  been  remarked  that  the  quantity  of  wool  bought  at  the  Annual 
Fair  for  export  had  been  gradually  diminishing.  During  the  last 
few  years  there  has  been  a  change  abroad,  and  business  there  is  now 
principally  done  in  wool  washed  artificially,  sorted  and  sold  in 
large  parcels  of  the  same  quality  to  the  factories  on  long  term 
credit.  Polish  wool  washed  on  the  sheep  differs  entirely  from  the 
wool  required  by  the  Grerman  factories. 

Polish  wool  is  finer  than  imported  wool,  but  terms  are  all  cash 
payments,  whereas  imported  wool  Us  sold  on  long  term  credits  of 
at  least  six  months  and  the  wool  is  besides  cheaper,  especially 
Australian,  and  is  delivered  ready  for  working,  washed  and  cleaned. 
This  is  not  the  case  with  Polish  wool,  which  is  delivered  in  its 
natural  state,  and  for  which  5  per  cent,  shortage  is  allowed  ofif  all 
prices. 

There  is,  therefore,  very  little  demand  abroad  for  high  quality 
wool  washed  naturally  and  possessing  its  individual  character, 
such  as  that  produced  on  Polish  sheep  farms.  Many  factories 
even  in  this  country  have  introduced  the  use  of  wool  artificially 
washed  on  terms  advantageous  to  themselves.  The  highest  class 
of  wool  is  used  for  mixing. 

Foreign  influence  has  therefore  ceased  to  be  the  dominating 
factor  here,  and  the  wool  is  now  bought  locally  or  by  factories  in 
Russia,  who  use  it  for  the  finest  cloths  and  the  most  expensive 
woollen  materials.  Inferior  qualities  go  to  Tomaszow,  Bialystok^ 
and  other  local  factories. 

This  change,  which  has  been  gradually  brought  about,  was 
very  apparent  in  the  Fair  of  1901.  Foreign  merchants  took  no 
part  wliatever  in  the  Fair,  but  on  the  other  hand  chere  was  a  brisk 
demand  by  the  above-mentioned  Russian  and  Polish  firms,  for 
whom  Polish  wool  is  absolutely  essential.  Thanks  to  this,  sales 
went  well  at  the  Fair,  though,  of  course,  it  waa  only  natural  that 
buyei^  should  try  to  profit  by  the  weak  disposition  of  tlie  market 
abroad  and  by  the  abstention  of  foreign  merchants. 

In  the  preliminary  notice  of  the  Fair,  special  attention  was 
drawn  to  the  necessity  of  the  wool  being  at  the  Fair  in  good  time,, 
instead  of,  as  especially  in  1900,  arriving  alter  its  termination,  as 
buyers  who  do  not  find  all  they  want  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Fair,  hasten  on  before  it  is  really  over  to  the  Berlin  Fair,  which 
takes  place  inmiediately  after. 

The  regulations  as  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  wool  are  very 
stringent,  most  searching  certificates,  not  only  as  to  the  sheep 
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from  which  the  wool  is  taken,  but  as  to  the  sanitary  state  of 
animals  in  the  whole  district  from  which  it  comes,  being  required. 

Wool  is  one  of  the  most  important  agricultural  products,  as  it 
is  the  most  important  article  of  manufacture  in  Poland,  but  the 
local  supply  of  wool  falls  far  short  of  supplying  the  wants  of 
manufacturers.  Moreover,  the  Wool  Fair  at  Warsaw,  like  the  Hop 
Fair,  serves  only  to  fix  prices,  as  the  total  quantity  of  wool  actually 
brought  to  it  is  only  about  1,800,000  lbs.  to  2,160,000  lbs.,  whereas 
the  total  production  of  Poland  is  estimated  at  some  20,160,000  lbs. 
Of  this  quantity,  about  6,000,000  lbs.  are  generally  exported  to 
Russia,  and  some  1,680,000  lbs.  abroad,  so  that  only  about 
12,480,000  lbs.  of  Polish  wool  remain  for  local  consumption.  As 
about  80,880,000  lbs.  are  required  by  the  manufacturers,  the 
balance  has  to  be  imported,  43,200,000  lbs.  coming  from  Eussia 
and  25,200,000  from  abroad. 

Taking  the  value  of  Russian  wool  imported  to  Poland  at 
8Z.  14s.  Id,  per  pack  of  240  lbs.,  that  of  the  foreign  wool  at  17/., 
and  of  the  Polish  wool  exported  to  Eussia  and  abroad  at  19Z.  2s. 
and  21Z.  5s.  respectively,  it  appears  that  Poland  pays  other 
countries  for  wool  some  2,730,000/. 


Wool  imported  to  Poland. . 
„     exported  from  Poland 


Value. 


3,356,250 
626,250 


2,730,000 


The  above  figures  are  those  for  1898,  which  may  be  taken  as 
a  fairly  good  year  both  for  farmers  and  manufacturers. 

One  would  have  thought  from  this  that  the  local  agriculturists 
would  have  turned  their  attention  to  sheep-farming,  but  unfortu- 
nately, discouraged  by  disease  among  the  sheep,  the  necessity  of 
capital,  and  the  results  of  careless  and  bad  management,  they  are 
gradually  giving  up  sheep-farming,  several  pastures  being  each 
year  turned  into  arable. 

Before  stating  what  took  place  at  the  Fair,  it  may  be  well 
to  shortly  review  what  has  taken  place  since  the  Fair  of  1900. 

After  that  Fair,  at  which  prices  had  been  considerably  lower 
than  in  1899,  the  market  remained  firm  throughout  the  year,  and 
up  to  March  and  April,  when  the  Tomaszow  and  Bialystok  factories 
made  large  purchases.  It  was,  in  fact,  just  when  the  new  clip 
was  about  to  come  on  the  market  that  prices  in  Poland  began  to 
go  down.  This,  together  with  the  fall  of  price  at  the  Wool  Fair 
at  Breslau,  in  Germany,  made  it  pretty  certain  that  at  the  Warsaw 
Wool  Fair  prices  would  be  lower  than  the  year  before.  The  total 
quantity  of  wool  for  sale  at  the  Fair  was  2,006,300  lbs.,  including 
201,400  lbs.  remaining  over  from  the  previous  Fair.  About  two- 
-thirds  of  the  wool  was  sold  without  difficulty  to  factories,  and  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WARSAW. 


2a 


remainder,  which  passed  into  the  hands  of  speculators,  chiefly  on 
account  of  contracts  made  before  the  Fair,  mostly  consisted  of 
wool  of  lower  quality  or  of  parcels  neither  sufficiently  washed 
nor  prepared. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Fair,  prices, 
which  are  given  in  old  Polish  thalers  of  90  c.  (22  Jrf.)  per  centner  of 
132  lbs.  Eussian  (or  120  lbs.  English),  as  compared  with  the  Fair 
of  1900,  were  as  follows : — 


Per  Centner. 

Remarks. 

1 

!      From — 

To— 

Extra  fine . . 
Find        .. 
Fine  II      .. 
Medium     . . 

Thalers. 

::i     I 

7 
6 

Thalers. 
12 
10 
10 
10 

lliOwertlianinigOO. 

The  demand  was  briskest  fo^  the  finer  qualities,  and  all  the 
wool  that  was  properly  washed  and  packed  found  buyers.  The 
prices  paid  at  the  fair  were  as  follows  : — 


Extra  fine 
Fine  I 
Fine  II    . 
Medium  . 


Per  Centner. 

From— 

To- 

Thalers. 
95 
80 
70 
60 

Thalers. 

1          110 

92 

!            80 

70 

The  following  tables  show  how  the  Fair  compared  with  those 
held  in  preceding  years : — 

For  Sale. 


Quantity. 

1901.                    1900.                   1899. 

Stock  of  preceding;  year 
Brought  to  the  fair      . . 

Lbs.                     Lbs.                     Lbs. 

201,400       1          149,280                112,820 

1,804,900      j       1,814,400             1,686,000 

Total 

2.006,800             1,968,680      \      1,798,320 

Iffy 


B  4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


24 


WARSAW. 

Sold. 


Year. 


ItfOl 
1900 
1899 
1898 
1897 


Quantity. 


Lbs. 
a,00^300 
1,762,230 
1,528,560 
1,870,820 
2,896,880 


Cattlo 
diaeaae. 


There  was  no  special  outbreak  of  disease  amongst  animals  in 
1901,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table ; — 
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PoDulation 
and 

induttiiee. 
Population 
of  Poland. 


PuTohase  of 
landbj 
peasants  in 
Poland. 


Tlie  populatiou  of  Polaud  is  more  dense  than  that  of  any 
other  province  of  the  llussian  Empire,  being  192  to  the  square 
mile^  which  is  even  more  than  the  population  of  the  neighbouring 
Prussian  provinces  and  of  France. 

The  position  of  the  peasants  in  Poland  is  very  unsatisfactory, 
as  not  only  is  it  quite  impossible  for  them  to  make  a  living  at  all 
by  agriculture,  as  their  holdings  are  so  small,  but  also  industry  is 
not  sufficiently  developed  for  them  to  be  able  to  make  a  com- 
fortable living  by  devoting  part  of  their  time  to  it,  as  there  is  not 
sufficient  employment  for  all  who  need  it. 

The  result  of  the  over-population  in  Poland  is  that  a  hired 
labourer  on  faims  earns  very  little,  36  c.  (9rf.)  per  day,  which  is 
only  one-third  of  the  wage  ot  a  farm  labourer  in  France,  one-half 
of  that  in  Prussian  provinces,  and  30  per  cent,  less  than  that 
earned  in  Bussia  proper. 

Owing  to  the  comparatively  slow  development  of  industry  in 
the  governments  of  Poland,  66  per  cent.  oJ'  the  population  look 
for  a  living  in  the  fields,  whereas  in  France  ihe  proportion  is 
47  per  cent.,  and  in  Germany  40  per  cent.,  whilst  in  the  United 
Kingdom  only  17  per  cent,  work  on  farms.  The  high  rents  paid 
here  for  farms  prevent  peasants  from  eking  out  what  they  earn 
on  their  own  land  by  renting  land  from  larger  landowners. 

The  result  of  this  is  that  there  are  in  the  villages  some 
850,000  male  peasants  who  have  no  land  at  all,  and  some  660,000 
more  whose  land  will  not  keep  them,  which,  when  we  add  their 
families,  is  a  large  proportion  of  the  total  ruial  population  of 
9,000,000.  One  result  of  this  is  the  extensive  emigration,  which 
is,  from  some  of  the  governments  of  Poland,  much  greater  than 
from  the  neighbouring  Prussian  provinces. 

Owing  to  the  above  reasons  the  quantity  of  corn  produced  is 
continually  becoming  less  and  less  sufficient  for  the  support  of  the 
population.  On  comparing  it  with  the  population  from  1860  to 
1870,  the  amount  of  corn  produced  gave  3J  to  3^  quarters  per 
head,  and  during  the  following  decade  was  barely  3  quarters.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  production  of  potatoes  continusdly  increases, 
as  the  peasants  find  them  cheaper  to  raise  and  more  satisfying  as 
food. 

The  following  table  has  been  published  by  the  Peasants  Land- 
Bank,  showing  how  much  land  has  been  bought  by  peasants  from 
larger  landow  ners  since  their  emancipation : — 
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With  the  Help     Without  the 
Gh)Ternment.  of  the  Help  of  the 

Peasant  Bank.  •  Pesssn^Bank. 


Wanaw 

ECalisz     . .         . .         . .         . .  I 

Kielce  .. 
Lomza  . . 
Lublin    . .         . .         . .         • .  I 

^etrokoff  

Plock 

B&dom   . . 

Su-wiilki I 

^iedlce    .. 

Total 


Totttl. 


Acres. 

.Acres. 

Acres. 

98,803-8 

117,806-4 

216,610  -2 

71,776-8 

91,362  -6 

163,139  -4 

66,984  -8 

29,875  -5 

96,859-8 

9,990-0 

11,728  -8 

21,718  -8 

90,809-1 

131,252  -4 

222,061  -6 

61,487-1 

78,966-9 

140,454  0 

18,264-7 

41,474-7 

59,729  -4 

75.778  -2 

205,999-2 

281,777 '4 

1,028-7 

16,456-5 

17,486  •:2 

26,022 -S 

82,020  -6 

108,043  -2 

520,935-3 

806,943  -6       1 

1,327,878-9 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  partition  of  land  into 
small  holdings  was  greatest  in  the  government  of  Radom  and  least 
in  the  government  of  Suwalki.  The  lowest  average  price  pafd  was 
3/.  lis.  9d.  per  acre  in  the  government  of  Suwalki. 

The  low  price  shows  that  only  the  worst  land  is  sold  by  the 
owners  of  estates,  and  the  small  amount  of  land  sold  proves  that 
peasants  do  not  buy  it  willingly,  as  in  districts  where  land,  on 
account  of  the  richness  of  the  soil,  is  more  expensive,  the  area 
sold  is  much  larger,  which  proves  that  the  peasant  is  a  ready 
buyer  provided  he  can  get  good  land.  More  land  the  peasants 
must  have  in  order  to  keep  their  increased  numbers,  but  where 
the  land  or  its  price  does  not  suit  ihem  they  only  buy  what  is 
actually  necessary  for  their  support,  whereas  where  the  con- 
ditions are  favourable  to  them  they  buy  as  much  as  they  can. 

The  average  price  of  land  sold  to  peasants  in  Poland  was 
51.  16s.  Id,  per  acre.  In  the  government  of  Radom  the  price  was 
4Z.  165.  11^.  In  the  government  of  Kielce  5t  13s.  2f/.,  in  the 
government  of  Warsaw  the  price  was  5L  15s.,  and  in  Lublin 
5L  lS8.2d. 

The  size  of  the  lots  in  which  the  land  was  sold  had  an  in- 
fluence on  the  prices  paid.  71  per  cent,  of  the  lots  were  from  10 
to  111  acres,  only  18  per  cent,  being  between  111  and  279  acres, 
and  less  than  1  per  cent,  over  that  size,  the  largest  lot  sold  being 
558  acres. 

The  average  area  occupied  by  each  land-owning  peasant  in  the 
governments  of  Poland  was  in  1870  20*8  acres,  and  in  1899  17 
acres ;  that  bought  with  the  help  of  the  Peasants  Land- Bank 
averaged  11*45  acres,  and  that  bought  independently  40*26  acres, 
so  that  the  average  size  of  the  lots  bought  privately  is  nearly 
four  times  as  large  as  those  bought  with  the  help  of  thp  Peasants 
Land-Ban  k. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  land  bought  by 
peasants  privately  and  with  the  help  of  the  Peasants  Land-Bank 
respectively : — 


GoTernment. 

Bought 
Independently. 

Bought  with 

the  Help 

ofthePeaeants 

Bank. 

Total. 

Warsaw 

KalUz 

Eielce 

Lomza 

Lublin 

Petrokoff           

Plock 

Badom  .. 

Suwalki 

Siedlce 

£ 
682,906 
862,459 
408,608 

86,464 
582,121 
236,827 

79,934 

844,987 

8,462 

118,561 

£ 

680,827 
446,662 
181,466 

42,671 
729,180 
807,248 
181,260 
988,412 

55,474 
878,649 

£ 

1,213,783 

799,121 

690,074 

79,085 

1,261,801 

644,070 

261,194 

1,288,849 

68,926 

492,210 

Total 

2,646,269 

8,986,744 

6,588,013 
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Woollen  The  improvement  in  the  woollen  trade  to  which  I  referred  in 

*™^-  the  report  for  1900  has  been  continued  during  1901,  and  the  trade 

has  got  over  the  depression  which  was  so  acute  in  1899.  Manu- 
facturers are  very  well  employed,  and  there  is  very  little  idle 
machinery;  to  keep  looms  iiinningyams  have  been  imported  from 
Germany.  It  is  alleged  that  prices  have  not  been  remunerative, 
as  the  demand  has  been  more  in  cheap  cloths  and  less  in  high-class 
goods,  which  are  more  profitable.  In  all  branches  of  trade  there 
is  the  same  tendency  to  buy  lower  priced  articles,  even  of  an 
inferior  quality,  as  the  purchasing  power  of  the  great  masses  is 
reduced,  and  they  can  only  buy  what  is  an  absolute  necessity. 
Jute  inde.  Xo  prevent  undue  competition  the  manufacturers  of  the  jute 

trade  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  made  an  agreement  among 
themselves  to  place  the  sale  of  the  production  of  their  factories 
in  thf!  hands  of  one  firm  in  St.  Petersburg,  with  agencies  through- 
out the  Empire,  who  would  fix  the  prices,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  a  committee  appointed  to  represent  the  manufacturers,  and  dis- 
tribute the  orders  according  to  the  geographical  position  of  the 
factories,  so  that  the  charge  for  carriage  of  the  goods  should  be 
kept  as  low  as  possible. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  year  prices  were  fixed  on  a  level 
which  gave  a  profit  to  the  manufacturer;  gradually,  however, 
single  firms  began  to  withdraw  from  the  agreement  under  various 
excuses,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  only  about  two-thiixis  of 
all  the  firms  still  belonged  to  it,  with  every  probability  of  a 
complete  break  up  soon. 

The  results  of  the  year's  working  were  unfavourable  for  several 
of  the  firms  in  Poland ;  they  either  paid  no  dividend,  or  a  lower 
one  than  in  preceding  years,  and  the  factory  in  Warsaw,  which  was 
only  started  about  two  years  ago,  has  suspended  operations, 
waiting  for  better  times. 

Raw  material  has  been  cheap  throughout  the  year,  the  duty, 
however,  is  high,  1  r.  8  c.  per  poud  (36  lbs.),  or  frf.  per  lb. 

The  jute  trade  is  not  very  much  protected,  the  Government 
being  more  anxious  to  foster  those  industries  which  consume  raw 
materials  raised  in  the  country — flax  and  partly  cotton  from 
Central  Asia — rather  than  those  which  import  it  from  foreign 
countries.  When  the  prices  of  flax  are  low  the  linen  sacks  woven 
in  the  northern  governments  are  able  to  compete  with  jute  sacks 
for  different  purposes,  such  as  grain,  cotton,  &c. 
bnen  fa»de.  The  linen  trade  has  been  very  dull  all  the  year  ;  most  of  the 

factories  have  been  working  short  time,  and  have  besides  been 
obliged  to  stop  machinery ;  manufacturers  have  very  large  stocks 
in  their  warehouses. 

The  flax  crop  of  1901  was  only  a  little  better  than  in  1900, 
wliich,  however,  was  one  of  the  worst  years  on  record ;  prices  are 
about  15  to  20  per  cent,  lower,  but  the  quality  is  in  many 
cases  very  inferior,  much  straw  and  little  fibre. 

Owing  to  the  high  price  of  flax  in  1900,  manufacturers  were 
obliged  to  raise  the  prices  of  linen  and  other  finished  articles,  but 
have  not,  however,  been  able  to  maintain  the  rise,  and  at  the  close 
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of  1901  were  forced  to  go  down  again,  even  although  the  article 
sold  has  been  manufactured  from  the  dear  raw  material. 

Owing  to  the  general  depression  and  the  failure  of  the  harvest 
in  parts  of  the  Empire  (south-east  governments  and  Poland),  the 
demand  for  linen  goods  has  been  very  much  restriiited,  as  owing 
to  decreased  purchasing  power  the  consumers  have  bought  the 
cheaper  cotton  goods  instead  of  linen. 

The  financial  position  has  improved  a  little ;  there  have  been 
fewer  losses  by  bad  debts,  and  the  general  prospects  for  1902  are 
brighter ;  the  stocks  in  the  hands  of  retailers  are  very  small,  and, 
whenever  the  expected  improvement  of  trade  sets  in,  will  be 
cleared  out  and  will  then  require  to  be  replaced  and  completed. 

Only  the  finer  qualities  of  linen  goods  are  now  imported, 
principally  handkerchiefs  and  fronting  linens  from  Belfast  and 
Bielefeld,  and  fancy  table  liliens  from  Austria-Hungary  and 
Germany  (but  only  specialities  which  it  would  not  p«y  to  produce 
in  Russia). 

The  depression  which  commenced  at  the  end  of  1899  and  lasted  CJotton  trade, 
tliroughout  1900  has  been  continued  during  1901,  although  towards 
the  close  of  the  year  prospects  appear  to  be  a  little  brighter  as 
the  enormous  stocks  of  goods  in  the  Lodz  district  have  been  very 
much  reduced,  partly  owing  to  great  reductions  in  the  production 
and  partly  owing  to  better  demand  for  the  manufactured  articles. 
The  prices  are,  however,  very  unremunerative,  as  they  are  not  as 
high  as  they  should  be  if  the  high  price  of  the  raw  material  and 
increase  in  the  duty,  owing  to  the  Chinese  complications,  are 
taken  into  consideration.  The  duties  which  were  very  much 
raised  at  the  beginning  of  the  troubles  in  China  have  not  been 
reduced. 

The  results  of  the  workini?  of  the  joint  stock  companies  in 
1901  will  be  unfavourable,  and  the  dividends  declared  much 
lower  than  in  preceding  years.  The  prices  of  the  raw  material 
have  gone  down  during  the  year  ;  middling  American,  which  was 
o^d,  in  December,  1900,  has  fallen  to  4Jd.,  fair  Egyptian  from 
eld.  to  d^d. 

During  1901  there  have  been  fewer  failures,  and  the  manu- 
facturers have  not  had  so  many  bad  debts  as  in  1900,  as  a  good 
many  firms  which  had  no  capital,  and  were  working  on  credit,  have 
been  weeded  out. 

According  to  the  last  statistics  there  were  in  Poland,  almost 
exclusively  in  the  government  of  Petrokoff*,  at  the  beginning  of 
1900,  745,000  cotton  spindles  and  20,000  cotton  looms,  which 
consumed  about  1,000,000  pouds  Russian,  1,900,000  pouds  American 
and  Egyptian  cotton,  and  produced  2,399,000  pouds  of  yarn  and 
1,800,000  pouds  of  cloth,  or  about  15  per  cent,  of  the  total  pro- 
duction of  the  Empire  (1  poud  equal  36  lbs.  English). 

Even  though  trade  is  improving,  the  prospects  of  the  cotton 
trade  are  not  very  favourable  in  the  future,  as  the  increase  in  the 
uuniber  of  spindles  and  looms  in  the  Empire  has  been,  during  the 
last  10  years,  greater  rhati  necessary.  Owing  to  the  Factory  Law 
of  1897,  whicli  prohibited  the  employment  of  women  and  young 
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persons  during  the  night,  a  number  of  mills  and  factories  had  to 
stop  night  work  and  put  in  new  spindles  and  looms  to  make  up 
for  the  shortage  of  production.  The  increase  was,  however,  much 
greater  than  was  justified  by  the  state  of  the  market.  The  spindles, 
which  were  3,500,000  in  1890,  rose  to  over  6,000,000  in  1899, 
or  an  increase  of  70  per  cent. 

During  this  period  the  increase  on  the  Continent  was  a  little 
over  30  per  cent.,  and  in  the  United  States  about  25  per  cent. 

For  some  years  the  demand  for  cotton  machinery  will  }>robably 

be  on  a  limited  scale  at  most  to  replace  old  machinery. 

The  portion  The  position  of  the  cotton  manufacturing  industry  in  the  Lodz 

of  the  district  in  general   cannot   be   called   satisfactory.      Its   present 

mdartry  at      position    is    caused    by   the    following    circumstances : — Firstly, 

Lodi  in  the  over-extension  of  factories,  which  took  place  in  consequence 

1901.  of  the  diminution  of   the  working   day  from  13  to  11 J  hours; 

secondly,  the  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  doing  business 

in   manufactured  goods,  in   consequence^  of   the   introduction   of 

the  State  spirit  monopoly ;  thirdly,  the  succession  of  bad  harvests 

in  different  pares  of  the  Empire ;  and  finally,  the  increase  of  the 

duty  on  imported  cotton  by  1  r.  per  poud. 

To  take  each  of  these  causes  in  detail :  Whilst  the  normal 
working  day  in  factories  was  IH  hours,  all  factories  in  order  to 
satisfy  the  then  demand  were  fitted  up  to  correspond  with  the 
13  hours  day;  when  this  normal  day  was  cut  down  to  11^  hours 
the  factories  naturally  were  unable  to  satisfy  the  whole  demand, 
and  in  order  to  increase  their  production  to  the  same  amount 
that  it  had  been  with  a  13  hours  day,  it  was  necessary  to  increase 
the  factories  themselves.  Naturally  when  the  manufacturer  set 
about  enlarging  his  factory  he  did  it  with  the  calculation  that 
its  production  would  be  greater  than  that  which  he  had  lost  in 
consequence  of  the  shortening  of  the  working  day,  that  is  the 
increase  of  the  factories  and  of  the  machinery  was  carried  out 
not  in  proportion  only  to  the  diminution  of  the  working  day,  but 
twice  or  three  times  that  amount  in  the  hope  of  continued  increase 
of  demand.  This  excessive  increase  of  factories  happened  at  the 
same  time  as  the  introduction  into  Poland  of  the  State  monopoly 
of  spirits,  depriving  of  their  former  occupation  a  number  of 
persons  previously  engaged  in  the  sale  of  spirits,  who,  instead, 
opened  in  great  numbers  small  shops  for  the  sale  of  manufactured 
goods,  causing  thereby  a  strong  temporary  demand  for  such  goods, 
emptying  the  factory  stores,  and  thereby  in  turn  contributing  to 
an  increase  of  production  in  the  factory.  Unfortunately,  this 
increase  of  demand  was  artificial ;  the  goods  in  the  shops  of  the 
new  traders  did  not  find  buyers,  and  remained  unpaid  for,  besides 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  new  shops  thus  opening 
in  competition,  older  clients  diminished  their  purchases,  and  also 
having  a  great  part  of  the  trade  taken  from  them,  were  less  able 
to  pay,  so  that  soon  goods  began  to  accumulate  again  in  larger 
quantities  than  ever  in  the  stores,  a  mere  burden  to  the  factories. 

Besides  the  over  production,  the  increase  of  the  duty  on  imported 
cotton  by  1  r.  per  poud  had  a  very  serious  effect  on  the  manu- 
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factoring  market  Comparing  the  prices  of  manufactured  cotton 
goods  for  the  last  three  years,  in  spite  of  the  increase  in  price  of 
raw  cotton  by  nearly  30  per  cent,  and  of  the  duty  by  1  r.,  they 
have  not  changed  On  the  other  hand  there  is  a  distinct  tendency 
to  lower  the  price  of  manufactured  goods,  the  reason  of  which  is 
the  desire  to  maintain  the  demand  on  its  "present  scale,  as  the 
chief  and  almost  only  buyer  of  cotton  manufactured  goods  is  the 
peasant,  from  whom,  in  his  pr^ent  position,  it  is  impossible  to 
ask  a  higher  price  for  the  goods  without  diminishing  the  demand. 
If  we  take  the  average  price  of  raw  cotton  abroad  as  4d,  per'  lb., 
it  appears  that  the  price  there  on  putting  it  into  Bussian  money 
is  not  more  than  5  r.  60  c.  per  poud  (36  lbs.  English),  whilst  the 
same  cotton  costs  here  9  r.  70  c.  per  poud,  or  74  per  cent.  more. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  high  duty  on  imported  machinery, 
and  on  every  sort  of  material  necessary  for  production,  it  appears 
that  the  cost  of  production  of  an  archine  (28  .inches)  of  cotton 
material  is  here  nearly  double  what  it  is  abroad.  With  such 
expensive  production  and  the  poverty-stricken  condition  of  the 
buyers  in  consequence  of  bad  harvests,  there  is  no  possibility  of 
placing  a  high  price  on  ready-made  goods. 

This  state  of  affairs  means  that  manufacturers  are  producing 
at  a  loss  which,  though  temporary,  is  fatal  to  many  of  the  smaller 
factories  as  they  are  unable  to  see  it  through,  cmd  ats  it  means  to 
them  not  only  a  loss  of  money  but  also  of  credit 

Taking  into  consideration  the  above,  the  results  of  the  spring 
season  at  Lodz  were  not  good,  but  Lodz  manufacturers  chiefly 
produce  warm  goods  for  winter  wear  and  not  light  summer  and 
spring  goods,  so  that  the  results  of  the  spring  season  cannot  be 
taken  as  a  criterion  for  the  future.  As  to  the  winter  season, 
although  some  orders  have  been  placed,  nothing  good  is  expected, 
as  production  at  the  present  time  is  at  a  loss. 

As  a  palliative  the  Lodz  manufacturers  are  agitating  for  a 
decrease  in  the  duty  on  raw  cotton,  at  any  rate  to  the  extent  of 
the  1  r.  (28.  l^d.)  per  poud  by  which  it  was  raised  last  year. 

Lodz  has  now  become  one  of  the  principal  consumers  of  Asiatic  ^*  "id 
cotton.    As  I  explained  in  my  report  last  year,  up  to  1900  Lodz  TwoBcaspia. 
manufacturers  preferred  foreign  cotton. 

The  increased  duty  imposed  in  1900,  however,  made  it  more 
advantageous  for  them  to  use  Asiatic  cotton  as  far  as  possible. 
Asiatic  cotton,  which  from  time  immemorial  has  been  imported 
to  Moscow,  was  first  introduced  at  Lodz  in  1888 ;  since  then  its 
use  gradually  became  more  general,  and  during  the  last  two 
years  fully  one-third  of  all  the  cotton  grown  in  the  Caucasus, 
Persia,  and  Central  Asia  has  been  brought  to  Lodz. 

Lodz  cannot,  however,  compete  with  Moscow  in  the  sale  of 
its  manufactured  goods  in  Central  Asia,  where  the  demand  is  all 
for  cotton  cambrics,  and  it  has  only  been  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  that  Lodz  has  been  able  to  create  any  demand  at  all 
in  Central  Asia,  and  that  almost  exclusively  in  fine  "Lama" 
fustian. 

By  cutting  down  prices  to  a  minimum  and  making  patterns 
(77)  0 
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specially  for  local  Asiatic  taste,  Lodz  succeeded  last  year  in  dis-* 
posing  of  1 50,000 1  worth  of  goods  in  Central  Asia.  "  Lama  "  has 
now  made  for  itself  a  place  on  the  Asiatic  market,  where  there 
is  also  springing  up  a  demand  for  stouter  fustian. 

Attempts  are  now  being  made  by  the  Lodz  merchants  to 
introduce  to  the  eastern  market  other  of  their  manufactures 
such  as  flannelette,  blankets,  white  duck,  and  other  cotton  goods* 
At  present  three  Lodz  firms  have  their  own  permanent  agents  in 
Central  Asia,  other  merchants  depending  on  travellers  and  local 
traders. 

Lodz,  therefore,  is  becoming  in  Central  Asia  a  dangerous  com- 
petitor with  Moscow,  but  it  is  not  only  there  that  she  is  trying  to 
find  new  markets  for  her  produce. 

The  export  from  Poland  to  Siberia  is  increasing  continually 
and  embraces  nearly  all  branches  of  industry,  the  most  important 
being  cotton  goods  from  Lodz.  Besides  textile  manufactured 
goods,  about  1,000  tons  of  barley,  1,000  tons  of  spirits,  1,300  tons 
of  various  machinery  and  apparatus,  1,200  tons  of  furniture,  500 
tons  of  hardware,  and  also  other  goods  were  exported  to  Siberia 
from  Poland  during  November  and  December,  1901.  In  1902 
the  export  is  sure  to  be  very  considerable,  as  the  Polish  industrisd 
towns  were  over-run  during  the  winter  months  by  merchants 
from  Siberia  desirous  of  opening  up  business.  A  number  of 
Chinese  merchants  came  to  Lodz  and  Warsaw  with  the  same 
object,  and  it  is  very  likely  that  China  will  become  a  market  for 
Polish  goods. 

I  am,  however,  informed  that  these  merchants  came  from 
Manchuria,  Port  Arthur,  and  Vladivostok,  and  not  from  China 
proper. 

The  lace  trade  in  1901,  like  all  other  textile  industries,  was 
very  depressed,  which  was  caused  to  a  great  extent  by  the  high 
price  of  raw  material  and  increased  competition. 

The  best  branch  of  the  lace  tnde  in  1901  was  the  fancy  laces 
or  Levers  branch.  I  believe  that  all  the  machines  in  the  Empire 
have  been  well  employed,  but  the  profits  have  been  small  com- 
pared with  other  years  on  account  of  the  high  price  of  sea  island 
yam.  The  sea  island  yam  has  to  be  imported  as  there  is  none 
spun  in  the  Empire,  and  the  duty  alone  is  18  r.  per  poud  (36 
lbs.  English).  It  is  expected  that  after  the  new  year  this  branch 
will  receive  a  further  check,  as  the  Govemment  proposes  to  put  a 
further  duty  of  11  r.  per  poud  on  all  spun  yarns  impoiiied. 

The  lace  curtain  trade  was  very  much  depressed  during  the  year. 
I  believe  that  one-third  of  the  looms  have  been  standing  and  that 
the  rest  were  only  partly  employed,  as  at  the  present  time  the 
productive  power  in  Bussia  is  far  greater  than  the  demand,  and, 
consequently,  prices  have  gone  down  and  it  is  not  nearly  so 
profitable  a  business  as  it  once  was.  Moreover,  the  yam  for  this 
branch  is  spun  in  the  country,  and  what  with  the  high  prices  of 
Egyptian  and  American  cotton,  and  the  increased  duty  on  raw 
cotton  of  1  r.  per  poud,  business  in  this  branch  is  very  bad. 

Tattings  have  been  fairly  brisk  in  1901,  but  are  suffering  from 
the  same  causes  as  the  curtain  branch. 
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Crochets  are  suffering  severely  from  the  competition  of  the  Cioohetf. 
curtain  machinesi  as  the  curtain  manufacturers,  not  being  fully 
employed,  hive  turned  their  attention  to  making  cheap  laces  on 
the  curtain  machines  which  have,  to  a  great  extent,  replaced  the 
crochet  goods. 

Ploughing  laces  have  been  in  good  demand  all  the  year  at 
fairly  good  prices,  as  the  fashions  have  suited  this  style  of  machinery 
and  have  found  them  regulax  employment 

The  "Edelweiss"  embroidery  has  also  been  fairly  well 
employed,  but  it  is  feared  that  this  industry  will  also  receive  a 
check  as  the  whole  of  the  cambrics  are  imported  from  Man- 
chester in  large  quantities  yearly,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
duty  on  these  cambrics  will  receive  the  same  addition  as  that  on 
yams. 

I  hear  on  good  authority  that  the  duty  on  all  spim  yarns,  rams, 
which  is  now  18  r.  (IL  ISs.  6d.)  per  poud  (36  lbs.),  is  to  be  raised 
by  11  r.  (24a.)  at  the  end  of  this  year.    This  will  practically  shut 
out  all  imported  yams. 

This  measure,  it  is  stated,  is  especially  introduced  to  protect 
the  manufacture  in  Russia  of  the  higher  numbers,  that  is  of  yams 
over  60's,  as  the  manufacturers  complain  that  they  cannoti  com- 
pete with  foreign  yams. 

Leather  belting,  pickers,  and  general  mill  furnishings  are  still  I«»th«' 
imported,  Grermany  being  the  principal  source  ol  supply.  pk^'  and 

It  has  been  usual  for  spinners  and  manufacturers  to  buy  their  eenenl  miU 
machinery  on  credit  with  payments  spread  over  two  or  three  rarnishingb. 
years ;  they  rely  on  the  profits  they  hope  to  make  to  meet  pay-  ^"^^^ 
ments  for  machinery  as  they  become  due.    Their  unhappy  position  . 

may  be  imagined  when  they  weigh  up  the  net  result  of  last  year's 
working,  and  find  next  to  no  profit  to  recompense  them  for  all 
the  work  and  anxiety  they  have  gone  through. 

There  has,  therefore,  been  no  question  of  ordering  new 
machinery,  and  machine  makers  and  iron  founders  have  had  a 
very  bad  year,  as  there  have  been  no  new  mills  built,  and  most  of 
the  existing  mills  have  more  machinery  than  they  require. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  of  all  industries  the  iron  industry  !«>&• 
suffered  the  most  from  the  industrial  and  finemcial  crisis.  Some 
time  must  elapse  before  the  demand  will  be  equal  to  the  output  of 
the  works,  and  unless  the  iron  syndicate,  which  is  to  comprise  all 
the  works  in  the  Empire,  is  arranged,  the  majority  of  the  works 
will  have  to  work  without  any  profit,  and  in  many  cases  it  is 
feared  works  will  have  to  close.  At  the  same  time  the  situation 
is  not  so  bad  as  in  South  Russia^  where  a  good  many  works  have 
already  been  closed,  although  the  conditions  for  the  development 
of  this  industry  are  more  favourable  than  in  Poland. 

Here,  as  in  all  other  cases,  over-production  seems  to  be  the 
chief  cause  of  the  depression,  coupled  with  the  complete  falling-off 
of  Govemment  orders  during  1900  and  1901.  Quite  half  the 
works  which  now  exist  were  started  within  the  last  few  years  at  a 
time  when  Govemment  orders,  owing  to  the  constraction  of  the 
Siberian  and  other  lines  in  European  Bussia,  were  so  big  that  the 
(77)  C  2 
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then  existing  works  were  not  in  a  position  to  meet  the  demand, 
and  big  orders  had  to  be  placed  abroad.  These  two  facts,  and  the 
uncommonly  high  dividends  paid  by  some  of  the  works,  seem  to 
have  been  the  chief  inducements  which  encouraged  people  to  start 
new  enterprises.  It  was,  however,  not  taken  into  consideration 
that  the  construction  of  the  Siberian  line  was  nearing  its 
completion,  and  that  the  Government  could  not  be  expected 
to  continue  the  extension  of  the  railway  system  at  the  same 
rate  as  it  had  been  doing  during  the  last  10  years  owing  to  the 
Siberian  line. 

Then  came  the  industrial  crisis  and  a  complete  falling-o£f  of 
orders  from  works  either  for  the  construction  of  new  plants  or  for 
the  extension  of  those  existing. 

This  state  of  things  obliged  a  great  many  works  to  blow  out 
their  furnaces  and  diminish  the  production  in  all  departments  as, 
with  the  exception  of  ordinary  iron  necessary  for  every-day  life, 
there  was  practically  no  demand  for  iron  for  any  purpose.  Another 
ffiwjtor  which  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  in  considering  the  iron 
industry  of  Poland  is  the  growing  competition  of  the  south,  where 
production  is  cheaper,  partly  because  the  iron  ore  there  contains 
from  60  to  70  per  cent,  of  iron,  as  against  30  to  40  per  cent,  in 
Polish  ore,  and  partly  because  coke  ^ing  made  in  that  part  of  the 
country  is  much  cheaper  than  in  Poland,  whither  it  has  to  be 
imported  from  Austria  and  Germany.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  were  fewer  bankruptcies  in  Poland  than  in  South  Russia  the 
reason  is  that  the  iron  enterprises  in  Poland  were  started  with 
more  caution  and  a  better  knowledge  of  local  conditions  than  was 
the  case  in  South  Eussia,  as  in  Poland  the  capital  was  f oimd  in 
the  land,  whilst  in  South  Russia  the  capital  was  chiefly  raised  in 
France  and  Belgium.  It  is  believed  by  some  that  this  crisis  in 
the  iron  industry  will  lead  to  a  specialisation  in  the  trade,  and 
that  in  the  future,  with  but  few  exceptions, 'nearly  everything  will 
be  bought  in  the  country.  The  chief  consumers,  the  railways,  can 
now  buy  practically  everything  in  Russia,  even  the  first-rate  engines 
for  express  trains. 

Only  electrical  machinery  and  apparatus  will  have  for  some  time  | 

to  be  bought  abroad.     Steam  engines,  boilers,  machinery,  all  iron  | 

necessary  for  building  purposes  such  as  girders,  &c.,  can  be  supplied 
by  works  in  Eussia,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  import  of  iron  will 
decrease  continually. 

In  order  to  help  this  industry  and  to  safeguard  a  considerable 
number  of  works  from  total  ruin,  it  is  proposed  to  form  an  iron 

syndicate  which  is  to  comprise  the  whole  Empire  with  its  four  ^ 

chief  centres  of  the  iron  industry : — (1)  South  Eussia ;  (2)  Oural;  i 

(3)  Poland;  and  (4)  Moscow.      It  is  quite  impossible  to  say  at  ' 

present  whether  the  syndicate  will  be  formed,  but,  as  the  authorities 
do  not  seem  to  be  opposed  to  it,  it  is  likely  that  the  endeavours 
of  the  promoters  will  be  crowned  with  success.  The  formation  of 
the  syndicate  will  by  no  means  extricate  the  industry  from  the 
difficult  position  in  which  it  is  at  present,  but  will  allow  it  to 
bridge  over  the  next  few  difficult  years  until  the  demand  is  equal 
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to  the  output.  Various  other  measures,  amongst  others  a  proposal 
to  ask  the  authorities  to  lower  the  rates  of  carriage  on  iron  and 
iron  ore,  are  in  view  in  order  to  improve  the  state  of  things,  but 
all  these  proposals  will  only  give  partial  alleviation,  and  the  iron 
industry  cannot  be  in  a  really  satisfactory  condition  until  the 
demand  again  exceeds  the  output 

The  following  quantities  of  cast  iron  were  produced  in  Poland 
in  the  first  six  months  of  1900  and  1901 :— 


Quaatitj. 

1900  (January  to  June  incIuBiye) 

1901  „ 

Tons. 
126,700 
160,660 

From  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  how  very  considerable 
the  fall  in  prices  of  the  different  qualities  of  iron  was : — 

Per  Ton. 

1900. 

1901. 

Cast  iron        

Wrought  iron 

Boiler  plates 

Iron  girders 

£    #.    d. 
6  16  10 
30  18    0 
12    0    0 
11    0    7 

£   9.    d. 

3  17  10 
9  11    8 
9  14    8 
8    8    9 

The  coal  crisis,  universal  in  the  whole  of  Europe  in  1900,  came  CM. 
to  an  end  in  Poland  in  the  early  part  of  1901,  and  found  expression 
in  a  fall  in  prices  and  in  a,  sudden  appearance  of  great  quantities 
of  coal  on  the  market.  There  were  three  important  reasons  why 
this  change  took  place  so  suddenly :  (1)  the  falling-off  of  orders 
from  industrial  undertakings ;  (2)  the  greater  output  of  the  mines; 
and  (3)  the  sudden  throwing  on  the  market  of  large  quantities 
of  coal  bought  up  by  middlemen  at  the  beginning  of  the  crisis, 
who,  seeing  that  the  prices  were  falling,  began  to  sell  their  stocks 
as  fast  as  they  could  in  order  to  recover  their  money  even  without 
any  profit. 

During  the  whole  of  the  year  prices  continued  to  fall,  the 
stocks  increasing  at  the  same  time.  According  to  local  custom 
contracts  for  the  supply  of  coal  are  generally  made  in  October 
for  a  year,  but  in  1901  hardly  any  works  bought  their  coal, 
anticipating,  quite  rightly,  a  further  faU.  Their  anticipations 
were  more  than  realised,  as  the  difference  between  prices  paid  now 
and  those  paid  in  October,  1901,  is  very  considerable  indeed.  For 
instance,  the  best  qualities  which  in  1900  were  78  c.  per  100  kilo& 
(about  163.  6d.  per  metric  ton),  were  at  the  end  of  1901  between 
56  c.  and  60  c  (12&  to  13*.  per  ton). 

New  pits  6a*e  still  being  started,  and  unless  industry  consumes 
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Peat. 


Petroleum. 


Suildiuj 


Bricks. 


BefTactorj 
brioke. 


Tttee. 


Cement. 


the  same  quantities  as  it  used  to  formerly,  the  demand  will 
represent  this  year  even  a  smaller  percentage  of  the  output  than  in 
1901. 

Black  coal  having  become  so  cheap,  brown  coal  has  consequently 
also  gone  down  in  price  very  considerably,  and  even  then  it  is 
diflBcult  to  find  buyers. 

The  inland  export  of  coal  from  the  Dombrowa  coal  basin  was, 
in  1901, 2,818,760  tons,  against  2,968,680  tons  in  1900 ;  a  decrease 
of  149,920  tons,  or  5  per  cent. 

Thirty  small  mines  were  started  in  1900,  but  of  these,  how- 
ever, only  27  continued  to  work  in  1901,  the  others  being  obliged 
to  close. 

The  peat  industry,  which  in  1900  promised  to  become  fairly 
considerable,  owing  to  the  abundance  of  this  material  in  Poland, 
and  to  the  high  prices  of  coal,  has  now  fallen  into  a  deplorable 
condition,  and  will  probably  succeed  only  in  those  districts  where 
there  are  no  railways. 

The  vicinity  of  the  governments  of  Kielce  and  especially 
Lublin  to  the  Galician  naphtha  wells  led  geologists  to  the  belief  that 
petroleum  was  also  to  be  found  there ;  preliminary  borings  have 
confirmed  their  theory,  and  it  is  expected  that  petroleum  will  be 
found  worth  working.  The  Government  has  now  assigned  a  special 
sum  for  the  study  of  this  question. 

The  continuance  of  the  financial  crisis  was  felt  strongly  in 
the  building  trade.  Very  few  new  buildings,  either  public  or 
private,  were  started  in  1901,  and,  in  consequence,  the  prices  of 
the  different  building  materials,  if  not  kept  up  artificially  by  rings 
and  syndicates,  were  subject  to  a  further  fall. 

Nearly  all  brick-fields  which  had  closed  in  1900  remained 
closed  in  1901.  Owing  to  this,  however,  the  stock  was  consider- 
ably reduced,  and  the  prices  paid  for  ordinary  bricks  in  1900,  li 
per  1,000,  went  up  towards  the  end  of  the  year  to  11.  7&,  a  further 
advance  being  anticipated  in  1902. 

Locally- made  refractory  bricks  are  gradually  beginning  to  com- 
pete with  the  British,  German,  and  Belgian  articles ;  their  quality 
is  decidedly  inferior,  but  they  are  so  very  much  cheaper,  on  account 
of  the  duty  on  bricks  which  is  equal  to  their  value,  that  it  is 
frequently  better  to  use  them. 

Tiles,  which  have  become  extremely  fashionable  for  paving 
purposes,  did  fairly  well  in  1901.  Although  tiles  made  locally 
are  inferior  to  those  imported,  they  have  succeeded  in  completely 
throwing  out  the  French  and  Belgian  articles  on  account  of  their 
lower  price ;  there  does  not,  therefore,  appear  to  be  any  opening 
for  British  tiles  in  Poland.  The  most  important  works  in  this 
line  paid  last  year  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent. 

The  demand  for  cement  was  considerably  smaller  than  in  1900, 
owing  to  the  complete  standstill  in  Government  works,  Government 
being  the  chief  consumer  of  cement.  The  nine  cement  works  in 
Poland,  with  a  producing  power  of  1,300,000  barrels  of  160  kilos, 
each,  sold  in  1901  only  560,000  barrels  or  43  per  cent. ;  owing  to 
the  syndicate  the  price  was  maintained  at  3  r.  per  barrel,  but  this 
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price  barely  sufficed  to  cover  expenses,  so  that  the  balance- 
sheets  for  1901  of  the  cement  works  do  not  show  any  profit 
Very  litde  foreign  cement  is  imported  into  Poland,  but  owing  to 
the  over-production  in  the  whole  Empire  a  petition  has  been  pre- 
sented by  the  owners  of  works  to  still  further  raise  the  duty  on 
imported  cement.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  request  will  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  authorities  as  regards  cement  impoited 
by  the  land  frontiers,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  duty  on  cement 
imported  by  sea  will  be  increased,  which  would  pretty  well 
shut  out  British  cement,  of  which  a  certain  quantity  is  still 
imported. 

Hardly  any  new  companies  were  registered  in  1901,  partly  on  New 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  money,  and  still  more  on  account  enterpriwi. 
of  the  diminished  confidence  of  the  public  in  industrial  under- 
takings. The  number  of  works  started  in  1897  and  1898  was  so 
great,  and  so  various,  that  over-production  in  nearly  all  branches 
of  industry  was  the  consequence,  and  forced  works  to  diminish 
their  output  by  some  50  per  cent. ;  this  was  followed  by  the 
companies  paying  no  dividends,  so  it  is  only  natural  that  the  con- 
fidence of  the  public  should  be  shaken,  and  that  people  should  be 
loth  to  invest  their  money  in  industrial  undertakings.  It  is 
expected  that  in  the  textile  industry  in  Poland  the  demand  will 
be  equal  to  the  production  in  about  three  years*  time ;  in  the  iron 
industry  a  longer  period  may  elapse,  but  if  the  proposed  iron 
syndicate,  which  is  to  comprise  the  whole  of  Russia,  is  formed, 
prices  may  be  maintained  so  as  to  enable  the  works  to  show  a 
profit.  The  coal  industry  is  likely  to  remain  in  a  satisfactory 
state,  but  it  is  out  of  the  question  that  so  good  a  year  as  1900 
should  occur  so  very  soon  again.  In  the  other  industries  an 
improvement  will  probably  also  take  place  in  a  few  years. 

Of  the  public  works  mentioned  in  previous  reports  only  the  Public 
hospital  of  the  "  Child  Jesus  "  and  the  first  two  market  halls  are  ^'^ 
finished ;  a  great  many  new  works  are  planned  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following : — 

At  Warsaw:  Iron  bridge  across  the  Vistula,  estimated  cost 
550,000/.,  details  as  to  the  construction  of  which  are  not  yet 
decided,  so  there  might  be  an  opening  for  a  British  firm ;  electric 
tramway  service;  slaughter-house,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  450,000/.; 
another  market  hall ;  and  quays. 

At  Lodz :  Water  supply  and  drainage,  estimated  cost  1,200,000/. 

At  Kielce :  Water  supply  and  drainaga 

At  Eadom :  Water  supply  and  drainage. 

The  money  will  probably  be  raised  either  by  loans  or  by  the 
grant  of  concessions  for  the  working  of  the  undertaking  for  a 
certain  number  of  years. 

The  concession  for  the  electric  lighting  of  the  town  was  granted, 
as  I  reported  in  my  last  report,  to  Messrs.  Schuckert  and  Co., 
of  Nurnberg,  who  have  not,  however,  yet  started  building  the 
plant 

The  development  of  the  different  towns  in  this  district,  with 
the  exception  of  Warsaw,  was  considerably  checked  by  the  crisis. 
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The  population  of  the  diflPerent  towns  did  not  increase  at  the 
usual  rate,  as  there  was  a-  smaller  influx  of  rural  population  than 
usual,  there  being  no  demand  for  labour  to  draw  them. 

The  population  of  Warsaw  again  increased  by  some  24,000, 
having  been  711,988  on  January  1,  1901,  and  736,625  on 
January  1, 1902.  As  within  the  last  decade  the  average  annual 
increase  has  been  from  20,000  to  30,000,  the  population  ought  to 
reach  1,000,000  in  another  10  years. 

The  town  budget  for  1902  shows  an  income  of  678,422t,  and 
an  expenditure  of  678,152^.,  of  which  48,000/.  will  be  spent  on 
lajring  down  improved  pavement. 

The  debt  of  the  town  is  1,640,000/.,  of  which  1,520,000Z.  were 
spent  on  the  waterworks  and  drainage  of  the  town,  and  120,000/. 
on  the  construction  of  the  first  two  new  market  halls  which  are 
just  finished. 
BaQwajt,  Of  the  proposed  improvements  on  the  Government  railway 

lines,  mention  of  which  was  made  in  last  year's  report,  only  very 
few  were  carried  out,  as  the  Government  did  not  assign  the  money 
for  the  purpose.  The  purchase  of  new  rolling  stock,  engines, 
passenger  carriages  and  goods  wagons  was  reduced  to  what  was 
strictly  necessary.  The  erection  of  electric  plant  on  different 
stations  was  effected  only  in  a  few  instances  and  the  construction 
of  new  lines  was  completely  abandoned. 

The  Warsaw-Vienna  Eailway  Company,  the  only  private  rail- 
way company  in  Poland,  which  obtained  the  concession  for  the 
buUding  of  the  Warsaw-Kalisz  line,  pushed  on  the  building  of  it 
so  veiy  rapidly  that  traffic  will  probably  begin  on  some  of  the 
sections  in  July  of  this  year  (1902).  The  construction  of  the 
different  lines  in  the  Dombrowa  coal  district  to  connect  various 
coal  mines  with  the  main  lines  of  the  Warsaw-Vienna  Company 
was  not  commenced,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  1902  will  see  the 
completion  of  them. 

The  construction  of  a  line  which,  b^inning  at  Siedlce  will  run 
through  Wysoko,  litowsk,  Wolkowysk,  lida,  Polock,  and  Wielkie 
Luki  to  Bologoje  on  the  Petersburg-Moscow  line,  has  been  decided 
upon  and  will  be  commenced  this  year.  It  is  as  yet  very  difficult 
to  say  whether,  commercially  speaking,  this  line  will  have  any 
great  importance ;  by  opening  up  new  districts  in  the  governments 
of  Minsk  and  Mohylev  it  will  undoubtedly  increase  the  prosperity 
of  those  districts  and  will  especially  benefit  possessors  of  forests 
and  those  interested  in  the  timber  trade,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether 
the  line  will  be  of  any  use  for  transit  traffic. 

The  actual  construction  of  such  a  line  can  have  but  little 
interest  for  the  United  Elingdom  as  a  seller  of  articles  necessary 
for  the  building  of  the  line,  the  tendency  being  to  buy  everything 
possible  in  Bussia,  especially  in  view  of  the  appointment  by  the 
Minister  of  Finance  of  a  special  commission  to  enquire  what 
articles,  till  now  imported  from  abroad,  can  be  replaced  by  articles 
made  in  Bussia.  This  step,  the  object  of  which  is  to  protect  home 
industry,  was  greeted  with  great  satisfaction  by  those  interested, 
and  it  is  believed  that  it  will  lead  to  further  publications  of  laws 
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prohibiting  in  many  cases  the  use  of  foreign-made  articles.  The 
concession  for  the  construction  of  a  railway  line  from  Eadom  to 
Warsaw  was  granted  in  the  autumn,  but  the  construction  of  it  has 
not  begun  yet,  as  there  are  difficulties  in  raising  the  necessary 
money,  and  the  concession  holder,  having  failed  to  induce  the 
local  capitalists  to  finance  the  undertaking,  is  at  present  tiying  to 
raise  the  mouey  in  Moscow  and  Berlin. 

The  concession  has  been  granted  on  favourable  conditions, 
and  there  is  sure  to  be  a  heavy  transit  traffic  on  the  line  as  it  will 
considerably  shorten  the  distance  between  the  Dombrowa  coal- 
fields and  Warsaw,  and  open  up  a  new  district  with  large 
deposits  of  iron  ore. 

The  Czenstochowa-Herby  line  with  electric  traction  is  nearing 
its  completion,  so  that  traffic  is  likely  to  begin  in  the  autumn  of 
this  year  (1902).  The  expectations  which  were  placed  on  the 
narrow  gauge  railways,  have  been  by  no  means  realised,  and, 
unfortunately,  nearly  all  the  companies  are  doing  badly.  The 
goods  tmffic  on  these  lines  has  diminished  considerably  on  account 
of  the  falling-ofi^  in  the  demand  for  bricks,  for  the  transport  of 
which  many  of  these  lines  were,  so  to  say,  built.  The  passenger 
traffic  although  increasing  from  year  to  year,  is  not  sufficient  to 
make  the  companies  pay  a  dividend,  and  has  not  attained  the 
proportions  expected,  chiefly  because  life  in  the  suburbs  is  develop- 
ing very  much  more  slowly  than  was  hoped. 

In  1902,  owing  to  a  considerable  fund  having  been  placed  by 
the  Government  at  the  disposal  of  the  railways  in  Poland,  various 
proposals  for  the  extension  of  the  present  railway  system  and 
different  improvements  are  planned,  and  it  is  likely  that  some  of 
the  most  urgent  will  be  carried  out. 
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Beport  on  the  Trade  of  the  Co7i8iUar  District  of  Taganrog  for  the 

Year  1901 

By  Mb.  Consul  Hunt. 

(Beoehred  at  Foreign  Office,  June  6, 1902.) 

Those  interested  in  the  grain  trade  have  come  to  the  sad  con- 
clusion that  the  rural  ecouomy  of  Enssia  does  not  answer  the* 
present  requirements  of  commerce,  and  thereby  has  allowed 
competition  to  step  into  markets,  which  but  a  few  years  ago 
were  supplied  solely  by  Bussia. 

The  grower  sows  what  he  has,  or  what  he  thinks  will  give  the 
best  harvest,  having  no  idea  of  the  requirements  of  the  foreign 
markets. 

The  valuable  kinds  of  grain  for  which  the  south  of  this  country 
was  formerly  famous  have  degenerated,  and  the  exporter  in  these 
days  has  the  greatest  difficulty  in  collecting  a  full  cargo,  of  grain  of 
the  same  quality. 

At  the  same  time  the  export  business  has  also  degenerated,  the 
old  firms  of  sound  commercial  standing  gradually  disappearing 
from  the  market,  and  some  of  the  firms  now  engaged  in  the  grain 
trade  in  these  parts  carry  on  their  business  on  a  very  small 
scale,  and  without  any  capital. 

On  the  other  hand  the  fore^n  growers  study  the  markets, 
improve  the  species,  and  supply  superior  grain. 

The  above  state  of  the  Kussian  gi*ain  trade  is  being  seriously 
discussed  both  by  the  press  and  the  rural  municipalities  of  the 
grain-growing  districts,  and  some  action  is  expected  in  the  near 
future  to  ameliorate  this  state  of  affairs. 

The  result  of  the  harvest  has  been  very  poor,  and  below  the 
average.  Out  of  the  11  provinces,  which  form  this  Consular 
district,  seven  have  been  officially  recognised  as  having  suffered 
from  a  bad  harvest,  and  received  relief  from  the  Government. 

These  were  the  provinces  of  Orenburg,  Ufa,  Saratov,  Samara, 
Voronej,  Ekaterinoslav,  and  the  Don  Cossack  territory.  Again  as 
in  former  years  the  bad  harvests  were  piincipally  due  to  the 
excessive  drought,  which  in  1901  lasted  from  April  to  the  end 
of  September,  but  at  the  same  time  the  grower  himself  is  greatly  to 
blame.  The  peasant  is  very  reluctant  to  adopt  any  means  of 
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helping  nature  to  insure  a  good  harvest  Any  innovation  is  looked 
upon  as  a  waste  of  time,  and  even  as  something  which  goes  against 
the  ordinary  course  of  things. 

I  know  personally  of  a  young  landed  proprietor,  who,  having 
studied  agronomy  in  the  XJnited  Kingdom  and  America,  was 
laughed  at  for  sowing  clover  and  lucem  on  his  estate,  which 
lacked  good  fodder. 

Fortunately,  a  movement  is  being  observed  amongst  the 
wealthier  class  of  landed  proprietors  to  improve  the  methods  of 
agriculture,  and  to  try  and  instruct  the  peasants.  For  this  pur- 
pose several  agricultural  societies  have  been  formed,  who  have 
sent  their  representatives  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  other 
countries  to  study  the  principles  on  which  farming  is  carried  on, 
and  to  apply  such  principles,  as  far  as  the  climatic  and  other 
conditions  allow,  to  their  own  estates  here,  including  cattle  breed- 
ing and  means  of  transport. 

The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  taken  great  interest  in  all 
these  societies,  and  subsidises  them  freely  for  opening  cattle  and 
agricultural  shows,  at  which  peasants  are  encouraged  to  exhibit 
products  of  their  respective  farma 

An  increased  area  has  been  sown  with  sunflower  seed  for  the  last 
few  years,  as  it  has  been  in  greater  demand  on  account  of  the 
establishment  of  numerous  oil-crushing  factories  in  the  Taganrog 
district 

The  price  of  the  seed  stood  high  throughout  the  season,  and 
the  cultivation  of  it  proved  to  be  remunerative  to  the  growers. 

Prices  of  cereals  at  this  port  were : — 


Value. 


Articles. 


Hard  wheat  .  • 

G-hirca  „      •• 

Azima    „       t  • 

Bye    .. 

Barlej 

Linseed 

Bape  seed 

Oats  .. 

Bape  seed  oil  cake 

Sunflower  seed 


I 


Per  quarter 


Per  ton 
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The  following  were  the  freights  during  the  navigation  of  1901 : —  p^eithlfc 


United  Kingdom 
or  Continent. 

Hamburg. 

1 

BergM. 

SHedlteixaneaa. 

Month. 

Prom— 

To- 

Prom— 

To- 

FftNB* 

To- 

Prom— 

To— 

«.  d. 

«.  d. 

«.   d. 

«.   d. 

«.  d. 

«.   d. 

Pr.   c. 

Pr.    c. 

April 

...     10   0 

12    0 

10    6 

12    0 

14    0 

11   60 

12     Oj 

Ifof 

...9    6 

11    « 

10    0 

11    6 

18    6 

9    60  1 

11    761 

Jane 

...       9    0 

9    6 

9    6 

11    0 

11    6 

9    60  ! 

9    601 
11     ol 
11     Oi 

July 

...       9    0 

11    « 

9    6 

11    0 

18    6 

9    60  1 

August    ... 

...     10    0 

18    0 

10    6 

12    0 

16    0 

10    60  ! 

September 

...     10    6 

18    0 

11    0 

11    6 

16    0 

10    60 

12     0 

October   ... 

...     11    6 

18    0 

12    0 

IS   e 

16    0 

.11      0  ' 

12     e 

Norember 

...     11    9 

13    8 

12    8 

13    9 

16    8 

11      0^ 

13      0 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  mining  engii^eers  of  South  Russia,  Mming  and 
held  at  Kharkow,  the  question  of  coal  was  minutely  discussed,  iron 
and  it  was  decided  to  present  a  report  to  the  proper  authorities  industpies. 
in  St.  Petersburg,  showing  the  great  necessity  of  establishing  new 
railways  in  the  Donetz  coal  district,  to  connect  the  mines  with  sea 
ports,  of  which  Taganrog  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most 
convenient,  and  thus  enabling  Russian  coal  to  be  cheaply  exported 
to  all  the  Southern  Russian  ports,  and  also  to  foreign  countries 
such  as  Bulgaria,  Turkey,  Greece  and  Egypt.    Detailed  particulars 
of  this  question  may  be  found  on  page  20  in  Mr.  Vice-Consul 
Walton's  report  on  the  trade  of  Mariupol. 

The  crisis  now  experienced  by  the  iron  industry  in  the  south 
of  Russia  is  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  from  the  very  outset  the 
whole  industry  was  started  on  a  false  basis.  j 

The  idea  prevailed  amongst  the  mine  owners  and  manufac- 
turers that,  having  the  continual  support  of  the  Government,' 
there  was  no  immediate  necessity  of  seeking  other  markets  for 
their  produce,  but  now  the  absence  of  orders  from  the  Govern- ; 
ment  has  led  some  of  the  ironworks  and  coal  mines  to  lodge 
complaints  with  the  Minister  of  Finance,  stating  that  great 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  finding  a  market  for  their  goods. 

In  consequence  of  these  complaints  the  Minister  of  Finance, 
telegraphed  to  the  South  Russian  Mining  Conference,  and  called 
their  attention  to  the  fact,  that  notwithstanding  the  allegation  that 
the  market  was  over-stocked,  still  foreign  goods  were  finding  their 
way  into  the  country  in  large  quantities. 

In  reply  to  this  the  following  facts  were  put  forth  as  the  chief 
reasons,  firstly,  that  the  duty  on  some  of  the  imported  iron  goods 
was  not  in  proportion  to  the  cost  of  their  production ;  secondly, 
the  absence  of  manufeicture  of  some  of  the  goods,  such  as  spinning, ' 
sowing  machines,  &c.,  the  small  demand  for  which,  not  justifying 
the  expensive  erection  of  special  complicated  machinery  for  their 
manufacture,  and  especially  as  competition  with  the  foreign 
producer  of  these  goods  is  out  of  the  question;  thirdly,  the 
partiality  of  a  group  of  buyers  for  the  foreign-made  article ;  and 
finally,  it  was  pointed  out  that  liberal  credit  was  open  to  Russian 
buyers  from  foreign  factories,  and  also  that  some  of  the  Govern- 
ment institutions  had  placed  their  orders  with  foreign  firms.  f 
(110)                                                                           A  3        I 
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The  conference  made  several  suggestions  for  the  improvement 
of  the  industry,  such  as  the  building  of  new  railways,  the  raising 
of  some  of  the  items  of  the  customs  tariff,  and  the  reduction  of  the 
gailway  rates.  These  improvements  wotdd  no  doubt  help  the 
manufacturers,  but  their  chief  care  should  be  the  study  of  the 
home  markets  and  the  requirements  of  the  smaller  but  constant 
purchaser. 

This  not  having  been  done  up  to  the  present  the  pur- 
chaser has  been  obliged  to  apply  abroad.  He  is  met  half-way 
or  even  nearer  by  the  German  manufacturer,  who  does  not 
content  liimself  by  sending  to  bis  Consuls  price-lists  in  his 
native  tongue,  but  despatches  travellers  speaking  the  language  of 
the  country  with  samples  and  offering  easy  terms,  and  by  these 
means  obtains  a  market  in  which  it  is  difficult  to  compete  with 
him. 

A  graphic  corroboration  of  the  above  may  be  gathered  from 
the  following  facts: — A  letter  from  Ekaterinoslav  appeared 
recently  in  one  of  the  principal  commercial  papers  complaining 
of  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  Russian-made  roof  iron.  This 
article  is  manufactured  only  by  two  or  three  factories  in  the 
South,  and  consequently  not  sufficient  to  meet  riie  demand. 
Further,  the  prices  were  so  high  that  tlie  foreign  article  success- 
fully competed  with  it. 

The  prices  quoted  in  the  letter  were  as  follows :  Russian  roof 
iron,  free  at  the  railway  station  at  Ekaterinoslav,  5«.  ^\d,  to 
OS.  6rf.  per  :36  lbs. ;  foreign  (Silesian)  5s.  M,  to  5s.  4^^.,  thus 
showing  that  the  foreign  manufacturer  could  undersell  the  foreign 
product  by  over  fis.  per  ton. 

A  second  instance,  to  which  I  would  specially  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  British  merchants,  is  that  the  rural  municipalitieB 
(Zemstv6s)  of  nearly  all  the  provinces  of  this  country  have 
instituted  municipal  stores  in  order  to  enable  the  peasants  to 
obtain  on  easy  terms  first-class  agricultural  machinery  and  imple- 
ments as  well  as  sheet  and  bar  iron. 

I  have  before  me  ihe  report  of  the  rural  municipality  of  the 
Government  of  Samara  on  the  progress  of  such  stores  in  that 
district.  The  report  affirms  that  from  the  very  outset  the 
stores  had  to  tight  against  the  opposition  of  ropresentatives 
and  agents  of  home  and  foreign  manufacturers  who  tried  their 
hardest  to  prevent  the  municipality  from  dealing  direct  with  the 
producers. 

Since  1894  (the  year  in  which  the  scheme  was  first  adopted) 
the  stores  were  supplied  with  machinery  by  over  26  factories, 
out  of  which  number  14  were  Russian  and  the  rest  foreign. 
Out  of  the  foreign  factories  only  four,  which  are  German,  are 
dealt  with  diiect,  the  remainder  (princip«illy  British)  can  only  be 
approached  through  their  agents  in  different  parts  of  this  country, 
thus  raising  the  price  of  British  made  goods  and  making  them  less 
juxiessible  to  the  poorer  buyer. 

The  terms  offered  by  foreign  makers,  when  dealt  with  direct^ 
are  generally  from  17  to  25  and  even  30  per  cent  discoimt  on 
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catalogue  prices,  oo  condition  of  payment  in  two  instalments; 
freight  and  duty  (which  is  about  25  per  cent,  of  the  price)  are 
paid  on  receipt  of  goods,  and  the  payment  of  the  remainder  is 
postponed  for  6,  8,  and  even  12  months  without  interest 
Cash,  with  order,  brings  another  discount  of  2^  to  5  per  cent. 
Bussian  manufacturers  make  a  reduction  of  from  10  to  22  per 
cent,  on  catalogue  prices,  also  allowing  two  payments,  one-quarter 
or  one-third  on  delivery,  and  the  rest  in  tluree  to  six  months ;  if 
cash  another  2^  to  4  per  cent,  reduction. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  foreign  makers,  to  obtain 
good  markets,  offer  more  generous  terms  than  the  Bussian  manu- 
facturer. 

Notwithstanding  the  high  duty  and  extra  expenses  in  obtain- 
ing foreign-made  machinery  through  agents,  the  Samara  Zemstvo 
has,  during  the  last  six  years,  purchased  a  lai*ger  quantity  of 
foreign  machines  than  those  of  Bussian  make.  The  expenses 
incuri'ed  on  duty  alone  during  this  period  exceed  11,000/., 
and  to  this  must  be  added  about  half  as  mucli  again,  i.e.,  about 
6,000/.,  which  represents  the  agent's  commission. 

The  amount  expended  on  machinery  each  year  is  given  in 
the  following  table : — 


Manufactured  by  -- 

189&. 

1896. 

1897. 

"1        £ 

8,810 
,       i»»846 

'     18,lft6 

Value. 
1      1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Total. 

BuMian  factories    ... 
Foreign       „ 

£ 
2,198      1 
8,994 

6,192 

£ 
2,679 
4,60.3 

7,282 

£ 

£ 
7.211 
14,134 

£ 
17,418 
21,441 

£ 
86.087 
68,967 

Total      

!     18,180 

1 

21,886 

88.8ft9 

100,004 

This  shows  that  the  8amam  rural  municipality  alone  has 
spent  over  100,000/.  within  the  six  years  1895-1900  on  agri- 
cultural machiner5%  out  of  which  sum  about  two-thirds  fell  to 
foreign  produce. 

Taking  into  consideration  tliat  the  majority  of  tlie  munici- 
palities of  the  other  provinces  of  Bussia  (there  are  60  provinces 
in  Bussia  proper  and  11  in  the  Caucasus)  disburse  a  like  sum  and 
that  the  demand  is  constantly  growing,  there  is  no  doubt  that  an 
extensive  and  sound  market  is  here. 

The  progress  of  industry  in  the  Taganrog  district  has  been 
marked  by  the  establishment  of  a  Thomas  slag-crushing  factory 
for  the  production  of  Thomas  phosphate  for  manuring  purposes, 
which  is  to  be  exported  to  Italy. 

It  is  stated  on  good  authority  that  an  extensive  machinery  and 
engine-building  factory  is  about  to  be  erected  in  the  province  of 
Ekaterinoslav.  The  bulk  of  the  capital  invested  in  this  enterprise 
is  French,  and  the  remainder  local. 

The  total  amount  of  mineral  fuel  exported  from  the  Bonetz  Goal,  *«. 
Basin  was  7,355,300  tons,  representing  6,132,060  tons  of  steam 
coal,  815,870  tons  of  coke,  and  407,370  tons  of  anthracite. 
(110)  A  4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TAGAKROO. 


The  above  quantity  was  distributed  amongst  the  consmners  as 
follows : — 


Qnantitj. 


Tons. 

1.  Railways 2,272,810 

2.  MeUUurgical  works 1,070,030 

3.  Siig»r  la^ories 511.960 

4.  Mftcbineiy  works          I  878,030 

5.  Factories '  341,950 

6.  Shipping 826,530 

7.  GkM  works            69,950 

8.  Salt,  boilini^  faotories 47,890 

9.  Prirutc  ounsumon        1,430,640 


On  January  1,  1902,  the  stock  of  mineral  fuel  at  the  mines 
in  the  Donetz  Basin  was  about  500,000  tons. 

Besides  coal  the  Donetz  Basin  produced  during  1901, 2^08,016 
tons  of  ore  ("iron  and  manganese),  553,055  tons  of  flux,  and  480,245 
tons  of  salt. 

In  Annex  A  is  <^iveu  the  total  shipping  at  the  port  of 
Taganrog  for  the  year  1901.  462  vessels,  of  692,440  tons,  arrived. 
Of  tliese  GO,  representing  14,821  tons,  were  sailing  vessels,  89 
sliips,  of  101 ,768  tons,  brought  cargoes,  out  of  which  2,  of  2,356 
tons,  were  British  witli  cargoes  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
the  remainder  came  in  water  ])allast. 

All  the  vessels  cleared  from  Taganrog,  either  with  cargoes 
for  foreign  ports  or  with  part  cargoes  to  complete  at  other  Bussian 
ports,  with  the  exception  of  one  small  steamer  of  145  tons  which 
entere(1  under  the  Russian  ^og,  and  remained  for  communication 
with  the  wads. 

The  Mediten^nean  trade  is  now  almost  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  Greeks  and  Italians. 

Only  one  steamer  under  the  British  flag  left  this  port  with 
cargo  for  Greek  ports,  and  even  this  steamer  cannot  be  called 
British,  as  she  is  practically  owned  and  n[ianned  by  Greeks. 

The  imposing  figure  of  187  Greek  steamers,  as  compared  with 
140  British  steamers,  does  not  signify  that  the  actual  number  of 
Greek  ships  visiting  this  port  is  in  excess  of  the  number  of  British 
ships,  but  denotes  the  repeated  voyages  of  a  comparatively  small 
number  of  ships. 

The  Greek  vessels  trade  between  here  and  Mediterranean 
ports,  whereas  the  British  vessels  load  for  the  United  Kingdom, 
Continent  and  the  Scandinavian  peninsula,  and  consequently  the 
Greek  vessels  average  about  one  voyage  a  month  during  the 
navigation,  whereas  the  British  ship  makes  two,  or  at  the  most, 
three  during  the  whole  of  the  season. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  increase  of  Greek  vessels  is  also  due 
to  the  fact  that  old  British  vessels  specially  adapted  for  the 
Azov  trade,  which  formerly  visited  these  ports  under  the  British 
flag,  have  been   bought  up  by  Greek  owners,  who,  being  able 
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to  work  them  cheaper,  can  meet  their  expenses,  notwithstand- 
ing the  low  freights  which  have  been  ruling  throughout  last 
season. 

The  total  export  from  the  port  of  Tanganrog,  including  cargoes  Bxport. 
from    Kostov-on-Don,   during    the   year    1901    was    valued    at 
5,263,351/.,  or  over  1,000,000/.  lese  than  the  preceding  year. 

This  was  due  cliiefly  to  the  falling-off  of  the  shipments  of 
grain  and  seed. 

As  may  be  seen  from  Annex  B,  tlie  total  value  of  cereals 
exported  during  1901  was  5,085,628/.  as  against  6,279,918/.  in  1900. 

The  other  articles  of  export,  compared  with  1900,  show  but 
little  difference. 

The  same  articles  of  import  are  discharged  here  yearly   for  Import. 
Taganrog  and  Eostov-on-Don. 

The  only  two  British  steamers  which  brought  cargoes  to  this 
port  were  from  Glasgow,  with  sewing  machines,  fire-clay  pipes, 
bricks,  &c.,  altogether  about  550  tons. 

Details  of  imports  are  given  in  Annex  C,  on  page  11. 

The  total  catch  of  fish  in  Azov  and  its  rivers,  amounted  to  about  Fuh. 
42,000  tons.     Taganrog  and  neighbourhood  contributed  towards 
the  above  total  about  3,000  tons,  to  the  value  of  66,800/. 

The  public  health  during  the  year  1901  was  satisfactory.  There  Public  healtli. 
were  no  contJ^ous  diseases  of  an   epidemic  character    reported 
during  the  year. 
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Anuex  A. — Retqrn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Taganrog 
during  the  Year  1901. 


Sailing. 
Number 

Steam. 
Number  i 

Total. 

KationaUtj. 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British     . . 

140 

217,007 

140 

217,007 

Greek      .. 

49 

12/964 

187 

304,184 

236 

817,148 

Itelian     .. 

1 

779 

44 

86,056 

45 

86,835 

G-erman  .. 

9 

19,856 

9 

19,856 

Austro-Hungarian 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

16,814 

6 

16,814 

Banish    . . 

4 

11,785 

4 

11,785 

Baesian  .. 

.. 

4 

5,460 

4 

5,460 

Belgian   .. 

8 

6,287 

3 

6,287 

Dutch      .. 

2 

4,927 

2 

4,927 

l^orwegian 

2 

4,b36 

2 

4,036 

Turkish  .. 

10 

1,078 

1 

1,207 

11 

2,285 

Total,  1901.. 

GO 

14,821 

402 

677,619 

462 

692,440 

„      1900.. 

78 

17,171 

477 

774,175 

555 

791,346 

Annex  B. — Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Taganrog  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

I    Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Wheat 

.       552,627 

3,097,589 

516,052 

8,148,471 

Bye 

.       222,126 

923.003 

824,150 

1,497.091 

Barley 

.       246,890 

944,488 

297.807 

1,227,662 

Oats 

9,798 

48,4^ 

84,228 

90.805 

Linseed..         .. 

3,919 

45,226 

14,050 

166.706 

fi4ipe  seed 

5,423 

26,832 

26,698 

149,688 

Bran 

4,448 

14,670 

•  • 

, , 

Millet 

242 

957 

.. 

.  • 

Oilcake 

10,600 

31,462 

8,527 

22,582 

Wool 

661 

48,011 

284 

19,728 

Flour 

139 

1,102 

107 

846 

Macaroni 

14 

276 

10 

194 

Butter 

507 

85,143 

512 

35,479 

Cariarre,  red    •. 

472 

16,819 

946 

32,048 

„        black.. 

13 

5,253 

9 

2,920 

Salt  fish 

145 

3,842 

147 

8,883 

Hides 

4 

234 

13 

674 

Tallow 

30 

974 

41 

1,867 

Sundries           • . 

. 

18,980 

•• 

22.562 

Total     .. 

1 

5,268,351 

•• 

6,422,180 
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Annex  C. — Retubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Taganrog 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 


OlWes  

OarobB 

Fruit,  nuts,  &c 

Oil 

Sheet  and  wrought  iron     •  • 
Fire-bricks   .. 

Fig  iron        

Machinery  and  parti 
Sewing  machines     •  • 
Wine  and  spirits     .  •         • . 
Besin..  .•         ••  •• 

Hides,  salted 
„      tanned 
Tanning  substances.  • 
Plumbago 
Gable  and  electric  appliances 

Mineral  oil 

Wax 

Dry  goods 

Earth  nuto  (araohis) 

Whetstones 

Khalva         

Zinc  tubing 

Sundries       ..         ••         •• 


Total. 


1901. 


1900. 


Quantity. 


Ton«. 

114 

2,308 

4,901 

2,196 

340 

4,296 

27 

375 

211 

242 

1,002 

900 

4 

2,721 

40 

204 

7,421 

20 

48 

32 

27 

llff 

21 


Value.      I  Quantity. 


£ 

7.728 

29,681 

187,049 

134,688 

4,942 

12,750 

155 

86,725 

41,910 

16,515 

1$,2:;3 

29,550 

543 

8,975 

663 

54,029 

28,659 

5,652 

25,293 

1,071 

3,612 

6,610 

626 

36,662 


687,300 


Tons. 

179 

8,019 

4,742 

958 

284 

1,857 

568 

318 

546 

371 

1,460 

853 

9 

118 

52 

44 

822 

2 

4 

107 

32 

120 

86 


Value. 


£ 

9,428 

89,828 

134,617 

62,138 

4,118 

5,612 

3,157 

78,803 

28,738 

22,798 

16,704 

28,127 

1,311 

8,678 

849 

11,629 

1,063 

465 

6,819 

6,471 

4,288 

6,824 

1.679 

82,976 


603,352 


Errtch. 

Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  Hunt  reports  as  follows : — 

Thioughout  the  year  1901  trade  and  commerce  at  the  port  of  General  trade. 
Kertch  were  very  dull.  The  great  hopes  placed  in  the  ironworks 
and  the  railway  have  proved  to  be  vain.  The  metallurj^ical  works 
have  added  very  little  to  the  trade  of  the  town  itself,  and  the 
railway,  with  the  exception  of  the  convenience  of  having  two 
trains  a  day,  gave  very  little  life  to  the  ylow  commerce  of  the 
town  of  Kertch,  even  this  convenience  was  very  soon  curtailed,  as 
the  railway  authorities,  seeing  that  the  trains  ran  almost  empty, 
are  now  running  only  one  train  a  day. 

Much  has  been  talked  of  the  proposed  water  supply,  drainage  VTater- 
and    electric    light   and  tramway ;    but   the    projects    are    still  works,  Ac. 
unfulfilled  and  are  likely  to  remain  so  for  some  time,  unless  some  Kl®©*^"®  hghi 
energetic  person  steps  in.  and  tramway. 

The  result  of  the  grain  trade  may  be  termed  unsatisfactory  Grain  trade, 
owing  chiefly  to  the  failui-e  of  the  crops.    The  only  kind  of  grain 
which  gave  about  an  average  crop  was  wheat     All  the  others 
were  failures. 
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'  The  average  prices  free  on  board  were: 


Per  Imperial  Quartor. 

From—                 To — 

Asima  wheat     « •         « •         •  • 

Barlej 

liiiiBeed 

£    s.  d 

1  8    < 
0  14    ' 

2  8 

i 

7 

£    9.    d. 
19    6 
0  15  10 
2  10    0 

The  shipments  of  cereals  from  this  port  consisted  of— 

Quantity. 

Wheat         ••         

Tons. 
14,110 

Rye 

Barlej         ••         ••         ••         ••         .. 

1,015 
16,080 

Linseed        ••         ••         ••         ••         •• 

1  SdS 

The  bulk  of  wheat  went  to  Italy,  and  all  the  shipments  of 
barley  to  the  United  Kingdom,  with  the  exception  of  2,096  tons 
sent  to  Dunkirk. 

The  crop  prospects  at  the  beginning  of  the  navigation  of 
1902  were  stated  by  competent  persons  to  be  excellent. 

The  total  British  shipping  that  passed  through  the  Straits  of 
Kertch  into  the  Azov  consisted  only  of  208  steamers,  of  310,699 
tons,  out  of  over  700  vessels,  sailing  and  steam;  of  about  950,000 
tons. 

The  Greek  flag  was  represented  by  over  300  vessels  of  about 
400,000  tons,  and  the  Italian  by  85  vessels  of  about  130,000 
tons. 

British  ships  registered  at  the  Consular  office  at  Kertch,  i.e., 
those  that  loaded  at  Kertch,  Temrink,  Akhtary  and  Arabat 
numbered  27  steamere  of  39,109  tons,  as  compared  with  16 
steamers  of  22,290  tons  in  1900. 

Of  these  22  passed  into  the  Black  Sea  with  cargoes  of  grain 
and  seed  for  foreign  ports,  and  two  left  for  Azov  ports  in 
ballast. 

There  were  no  strandings  of  British  ships  at  Kertch  during 
the  year  1901.  Of  the  more  important  foreign  strandings  there 
were  two  Greek  vessels  and  one  Spanish ;  all  the  three  sustain- 
ing little  damage.  Other  casualties  to  vessels  under  the  British 
flag  were  two  trifling  collision  cases  with  no  serious  consequences. 
The  local  metallurgical  works  have  lost  one  of  their  steamers, 
the  "Maria  Goriainova,"  which  was  built  in  the  United  Kingdom 
in  1900,  and  was  employed  for  carrying  pig  iron  to  Baltic  ports. 
Having  already  made  several  such  voyages,  this  steamer  was 
carrying  250,000  tons  of  pig  iron  to  Libau,  and  was  lost  ofif 
Sicily 
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The  question  of  a  general  reform  of  the  system  of  ports  in  Deep  port. 
the  Azov  and  Black  Seas  has  occupied  the  minds  of  the  popula- 
tions of  the  sea  towns  such  as  Taganrog,  Berdiansk,  Kertch  and 
even  Temrink,  who  consider  the  construction  of  a  deep  port  as  the 
only  means  of  re-establishing  their  commercial  importance. 

The  many. projects  On  the  above  question  may  be  divided  into 
two  groups :  one  which  would  make  Kertch  the  most  important 
port  of  the  Azov,  and  the  other  which  would  reduce  its  importance 
to  almost  nothing.  The  latter  group  consists  of  projects  to  dredge 
the  channel  in  the  Kettch  Straits  to  a*  uniform  depth  of  about 
25  feet  and  construct  deep  ports  in  the  Azov. 

By  these  means  large  foreign-going  steamers  could  load  a  full 
cargo,  say  at  Taganrog  or  Mariupol,  and  pass  through  Kertch 
without  stopping  to  lighten. 

This  plan,  besides  the  enormous  cost  of  the  construction  of 
several  deep  ports,  would  entail  a  constant  expense  for  the  main- 
tainance  of  several  dredgers,  which  would  maintain  the  required 
depth  in  the  ports  and  the  channel. 

The  projects  belonging  to  the  first  group  propose  the  building 
at  Kertch  of  an  extensive  first-class  deep  port,  and  the  cessation 
of  dredging  operations,  which  would  bring  the  channel  to  its 
natural  depth  of  about  18  feet.  The  Azov  trade  would  then  be 
carried  on  by  coasting  vessels ;  the  export  goods  from  Azov  ports 
being  brought  in  barges  of  large  carrying  capacity  alongside  the 
foreign  steamers  lying  in  the  port  of  Kertch. 

Treating  on  the  above  plan  one  of  the  projectors  states  that 
for  the  progress  of  Kertch  it  is  necessary — ' 

1.  To  construct  four  harbours,  i.e.  (a)  one  harbour  for  coasting 
vessels  with  an  average  draught  of  16  feet ;  (b)  one  deep  harbour 
for  vessels  drawing  25  feet ;  (c)  one  deep  harbour  for  coaling ; 
and  (d)  another  deep  harbour  for  vessels  loaded  with  easily 
inflammable  cargo,  and,  in  general,  for  vessels  which  require 
isolation. 

2.  To  institute  duly  registered  gangs  of  stevedores  for  loading 
and  unloading  the  vessels. 

3.  To  have  a  separate  dredger  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
Kertch  port. 

4.  To  have  a  satisfactory  water  supply. 

At  present  Kertch  has  no  accommodation  whatever  for 
shipping ;  but  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  become  one 
of  the  most  important  towns  in  the  south  of  Russia,  as  it  possesses 
innumerable  riches  and  an  exceptional  position  which  other  ports 
do  not  enjoy.  These  riches  consist  of  the  almost  unlimited  quan- 
tity of  iron  ore,  with  an  average  of  from  35  to  42  per  cent  of 
pure  iron ;  Kertch  has  its  own  cement,  its  own  excellent  stone  for 
building  purposes,  its  own  asphalte  ;  it  is  surrounded  by  salt  lakes, 
out  of  which  about  50,000  tons  of  salt  may  be  extracted  yearly ; 
it  has  rich  fisheries  and  extensive  oyster-beds. 

Besides  all  the  above,  the  presence  of  naphtha  has  been  proved,  Naphtha, 
and  two  companies  have  started  operations  at  Tchongeleck,  about 
25  miles  from  Kertch,  with  the  result  of  a  powerful  fountain  spring- 
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ing  lip,  which  unfortunately  was  too  strong  and  caused  the  tubing 
to  be  blocked  up. 

The  output  of  iron  oi-e  at  the  mines  in  the  vicinity  of  Kertch 
was  as  follows : — 


Te»r. 


1901 

1900 
1899 


Qimnfeitj. 


Tons. 

Ul,206 

62,687 

60,002 


During  the  year  1901  the  Kertch  Metallurgical  Works  em- 
ployed 2,500  hands ;  the  production  of  pig  iron  amounted  to 
52,203  tons. 

During  March,  1902,  two  shipments  of  pig  iron,  about  10,000 
tons,  were  made  to  the  United  Kingdom,  I  have  been  informed 
that  80,000  tons  are  to  be  supplied  to  the  United  Kingdom  by 
the  Kertch  Metallui-gical  Works. 

This  year's  catch  of  herrings  was  very  good  as  far  as  quantity 
is  concerned,  but  the  quality  was  poor,  the  fish  being  lean  and 
undersized. 

Extensive  oyster  beds  have  been  recently  discovered  just  out- 
side the  Kertch  Straits.  They  are  said  to  extend  for  over  30  miles 
along  the  coast. 

The  oysters  are  caught  in  large  quantities  by  local  fishermen, 
and  can  be  bought  from  the  boats  at  the  very  low  price  of  from 
6d.  to  Is.  per  100.  By  their  size  and  other  qualities  they  are 
superior  to  any  oy.sters  in  the  Black  Sea. 

There  are  undoubtedly  opportunities  for  pushing  British  trade 
at  Kertch,  as  in  the  whole  of  this  country,  but  the  way  of  going 
about  the  business  adopted  by  British  merchants  and  manufacturers 
is  not  the  one  to  ensure  them  a  ready  market.  The  most  fre- 
quently practiced  way  is  to  send  price  lists  or  catalogues  to  the 
British  Consulates,  where  they  are  placed  in  a  conspicuous  posi- 
tion, but  are  never  seen  by  the  possible  buyer.  Then  there  is  a 
way  of  asking  for  names  of  dealers.  These  are  supplied,  and  cata- 
logues are  sent  to  the  merchants.  The  merchants  are  Bussian,  aad 
the  catalogues  are  printed  in  English,  or  on  rare  occasions,  in 
French  or  German. 

The  average  merchant  at  Kertch  speaks  nothing  but  his  native 
language,  so  that  the  uselessness  of  this  mode  of  promoting  British 
trade  is  evident.  An  attempt  to  improve  on  this  latter  way  has 
been  made  by  an  enterprising  firm,  which  published  a  catalogue  of 
advertisements  in  about  10  languages,  and  distributed  copies 
to  the  Consulates.  Having  received  a  copy  of  this  publica- 
tion, I  deem  it  my  duty  to  warn  all  persons  desiring  to  print 
price  lists  or  catalogues  in  the  Russian  language  that  the  person 
who  supplied  the  Eussian  text  of  that  publication  was  an  im- 
postor, with  not  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the  language,  and  I 
advise  them  to  be  well  on  their  guard  against  unreliable  trans- 
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lators.  If  British  manufacturers  wish  to  do  business  in  these 
parts  they  must  do  as  their  competitors  Jo. 

The  livissiau  buyer  does  not  cai-e  to  risk  his  money  on  a  new 
and  unknown  article  of  trade,  liesides,  he  is  too  often  imposed  upon 
by  an  enteri>rising  neighbour  with  catalogues  which  differ  widely 
from  the  actual  quality  of  articles  therein  described.  Wluit  he 
wants  is  to  see  tlxe  samples,  know  the  price,  cost  of  duty  and 
carriage,  also  the  conditions  of  payment. 

It  is  a  positive  fact  that  preference  is  always  given  to  British- 
made  goods,  and  were  they  only  made  more  accessible  to  the 
general  pubUc,  by  doing  away  with  the  middleman's  commis- 
sion, they  would  obtain  a  firm  position  in  this  market. 

A  member  of  the  Municipal  Council  of  Kertch  has  expressed 
an  opinion  that  it  would  be  desii-able  to  construct  furnaces  for  the 
destniction  of  refuse  such  as  are  in  operation  abroad. 

As  the  town  has  a  small  electric  plant,  consisting  of  five  arc 
lamps,  for  the  lighting  of  a  sea-walk,  a  project  of  utilising  the 
above  furnaces  for  producing  the  electric  energy  would  be 
welcomed  by  the  municipality. 


MAiiirpoi. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Walton  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  harvest  in  the  district  of  JIariupol  was  a  complete  failure,  xrade  and 
and  this,  coupled  with  the  crisis  in  the  metallurgical  and  other  commerce, 
industries,  had  a  most  disastrous  effect  on  commerce  in  general, 
which  was  more  or  less  stagnant  throughout  the  season,  and  the 
trade  returns  for  the  year  show  a  decrease  of  at  least  30  per  cent 
The  number  of  bankrui)tcies  registered  was  unprecedented,  and 
this,  combined  with  the  voluntary  suspension  of  business  on  the 
part  of  others,  has  been  the  cause  of  many  establishments  being 
closed,  with  the  result  that  the  traHe  permits  taken  out  for  the 
year  1902  have  been  i-educed  some  30  per  cent. 

The  grain  trade  has  also  sutfered ;  in  the  spring  there  was  a 
little  activity  with  the  stmiks  remaining  over  from  1900,  but  the 
other  half  of  the  season  was  exceedingly  dull,  and  little  or  no 
export  business  was  done.  The  stocks  now  in  hand  are  insigni- 
ficant, and  the  prospects  for  the  coming  si)riug  are  very  gloomy. 

The  shipphig  season  of    1901    was  on  tlie  whole   very   dull.  Shipping  and 
The  navigation  opened  e^irly — on  March  19 — and  on  December  31,  n»vig»tioD. 
the  weather  l)eing  still   very  mild,  there   were  n«)    signs  of   its 
closing,  but  after  mid-Xovember  the  tmffic  was  restricted  to  a  few 
Russian  colliers. 

The  return  of  all  shipping  at  the  jwrt  of  Mariupol  for  1901 
is  given  in  Annex  A  on  page  24. 

The  total  arrivals  numbered  80  of  U4,018  tons,  as  against  116 
vessels  of  168,755  tons  in  1900,  or  a  decrease  in  tonnage  of  about 
45  per  cent.  The  total  clearances  consisted  of  78  ships  of  96,016 
tons,  as  compared  with  106  vessels  of  i:i4,278  tons  in  1900.   Tho 
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bulk  of  the  above  were  steamships,  sailing  vessels  now  play  a 
very  insignificant  part  in  the  carrying  trade  of  Mariupol. 

The  share  of  the  tonnage  falling  to  the  British  flag  was  only 
35  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  45  in  1900,  60  in  1889,  80  in 
1898,  and  83  per  cent,  in  1897.  There  are  several  reasons  for 
this  great  decline,  the  principal  being  the  repeated  l>ad  harvests 
and  consequent  curtailment  of  exports,  especially  barley,  which  is 
generally  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Continent,  and  is 
carried  by  British  steamers,  whei^eas  the  shipments  of  wheat  are 
principally  destined  to  the  Mediterranean  and  are  consequently 
transported  by  Greek  and  Italian  steamers.  The  general  cargoes  from 
Antwerp  which  wei-e  formerly  brought  here  by  British  steamers  are 
now  carried  by  German  and  Belgian  lines,  which  have  regular 
sailings  to  this  port. 

The  British  arrivals  consisted  of  24  steamers  of  33,107  tons, 
as  against  46  steamers  of  63,781  tons  in  1900.  Of  the  above, 
three  steamers  of  3,439  tons  arrived  from  Glasgow,  with  part 
cargoes  of  fire-bricks  and  clay,  and  six  vessels  came  from  other 
Azov  porta  to  complete  their  cargoes  of  grain.  The  arrivals  in 
ballast,  from  Mediterranean  ports,  consisted  of  15  steamers  of 
22,012  tons. 

Tlie  same  ves&els  cleared  from  this  port :  20  steamers  of  30,767 
tons  sailed  with  cargoes,  and  two  boats  of  2,340  tons  sailed  in 
ballast  for  otlier  Azov  ports. 

The  destination  of  the  ships  was  as  follows  : — 


Pestination. 

Nomber  of 

VesselB. 

United  Kingdom            

Oibraltar,  for  orders 

Germany 

KuBsia  ' 

Holland 

ISatwmj 

2 

11 
3 

4 
1 

1 

The  total  shipping  under  foreign  flags  amounted  to  five  sailing 
ships  of  1,011  tons,  ana  51  steamers  of  59,900  tons,  or  a  total  of  56 
vessels  and  60,911  tons.  Tlie  bulk  of  these  were  under  the  Greek 
flag,  which  shows  an  increase  of  four  vessels  and  6,188  tons  on 
the  previous  year's  figures.  The  balance  is  made  up  by  German, 
Italian,  Russian,  Belgian,  Austro-Hungarian  and  Turkish  vessels. 
The  Russian  steamers  are  principally  engs^d  in  the  so-called 
"  lai-ge  coasting  trade "  between  South  Russian  ports  and  the 
Baltic. 

There  was  only  a  slight  demand  for  tonnage  throughout  the 
season,  and  consequently  the  fluctuations  on  the  freight  market  were 
small ;  the  rates  ruled  between  10^.  and  12s.  per  unit  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Continent,  and  the  same  in  francs  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean ports.  In  one  instance  only  was  14s.  per  unit  paid.  For 
]  hosphale  to  Venice  12  fr.  per  ton  was  paid,  and  the  equivalent 
of  about  186.  per  ton  for  pig  iron  to  St.  Petersburg. 
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The  coal  freights  from  Mariupol  to  Odessa  and  other  Black 
Sea  ports  were  also  low — 2s.  6d.  to  3s.  6rf.  per  ton,  and  the  same 
rates  were  paid  for  manganese  from  Poti  to  Mariupol. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  the  principal  articles  exported  EzporU. 
from  Mariupol  in  1901  are  given  in  Annex  B  on  page  25. 

On  being  compared  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year,  the 
total  value  for  1901  shows  a  decrease  of  about  35  per  cent ;  the 
amounts  being  958,016/.  and  617,591Z.  respectively.  The  whole  of 
this  decrease  is  accounted  for  by  the  curtailment  of  the  shipments 
of  cereals  consequent  upon  the  failure  of  the  crops. 

The  total  shipments  of  grain  and  seed  in  1901*  amounted  to  CereaU. 
573,642  quarters,  valued  at  592,425/.,  as  c^inst  854,929  quarters 
costing  954,702/.  in  1900.    Wheat  shows  a  decrease  in  quantity 
of  about  20  per  cent.,  barley,  40  per  cent. ;  linseed,  90  per  cent. ; 
and  ravison,  87  per  cent.    Eye  and  oats  show  a  slight  decline. 

The  shipments  of  oil  cake  increased  371   tons,  and  Thomas  oa  oake. 
phosphate,  of  which  9,780  tons  were  shipped  to  Venice,  is  an  Thoma» 
article  which  appears  for  the  first  time  in  the  list  of  exports,  phosphate. 
Mills  for  grinding  this  article  have  been  erected  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mariupol,  and  their  annual  output  is  computed  at  about  30,000  to 
40,000  tons.     It  is  reported  that  the  total  production  for  1902  has 
been  sold  to  the  north  of  Bussia,  and  consequently  there  will  be 
none  available  for  export. 

A  few  bags  of  flour  were  sent  to  Constantinople  on  trial,  but  Flour, 
the  result  did  not  come  up    to  expectation,   and  the  shipment 
was  not  repeated. 

The  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  consisted  of  one  cargo  of  Anthracite 
about  1,800  tons  to  Marseilles  for  the  manufacture  of  electrical  ^g*°^ 
carbons,  and  the  balance,  as  well  as  the  coke,  were  two  trial 
shipments  to  Braila  and  Kustendji. 

During  the  coming  season  some  further  trial  shipments  of 
anthracite  coal  will  be  made  to  Italy  and  Germany,  but.  as  the 
coal  cannot  be  delivered  under  1/.  Ss.  per  ton  in  Italy  and  1/.  lO*. 
per  ton  in  Germany,  there  is  only  a  remote  prospect  of  further 
business  being  feasible. 

The  stocks  of  cereals  at  Mariupol  at  the  end  of  1901  wereStodOi 
small,  and  after  deducting  the  quantity  that  will  be  consumed 
during  the  winter  by  the  local  mills,  the  quantity  available  for 
shipment  in  the  spring  will  not  exceed  four  or  five  steamers' 
cargoes.  In  detail  the  approximate  quantities  in  warehouse  are 
as  follows :  wheat,  53,500  quarters ;  rye,  1,600  quarters ;  barley, 
47,500  quarters ;  linseed,  500  quarters ;  and  ravison,  4,500  quarters. 
About  30  per  cent,  of  the  above  is  held  by  exporters,  and  the 
remainder  is  in  the  hands  of  speculators. 

The  decrease  in  the  imports,  remarked  in  the  preceding  report,  Impozta. 
still  continues,  and  the  total  value  has  fallen  from  276,342/.  in 
1900  to  195,752/.  in  1901.  On  referring  to  Annex  C,  given  on 
page  25,  it  will  be  seen  that  fire-bricks,  tiles  and  fire-clay  have 
diminished  from  31,045  tons  in  1900  to  12,340  tons  in  1901, 
machinery  from  2,559  to  1,219  tons,  and  iron  and  steel  from 
278  to  2  tons,  but  on  the  contrary  several  other  articles  show 
(110)  B 
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an  increase:  for  instance,  copper,  591  tons  ;  magnesite,  2,868  tons; 
and  pig  iron,  249  tons.  Asphalto,  cement,  carbons  and  lead, 
which  appear  in  this  year's  returns,  were  not  imported  in  1900, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  no  salted  hides  or  tar  were  received  during 
1901. 

The  United  Kingdom  participated  in  the  imports  only  to  a 
small  extent,  and  the  only  goods  received  during  1901  were  about 
4,200  tons  of  fire-bricks  and  clay,  and  100  tons  of  ferro-manganese. 
The  balance  of  the  fire-bricks  was  received  from  Germany  and 
Belgium.  Tiles,  asphalte,  and  about  750  tons  of  ferro-manganese 
were  received  i'rom  Marseilles.  The  parcel  of  cement  was  a 
qhance  shipment  of  a  special  brand  from  Germany;  foreign 
cement  cannot  now  compete  with  the  Eussian  article,  of  which 
25,740  casks  passed  through  this  port  during  1901 ;  it  is  sold  here 
at  about  7^.  6rf.  to  Ss.  per  cask  of  360  lbs,,  whereas  on  foreign 
cement  the  customs  duty  and  landing  charges  alone  amount  to 
about  3.S.  per  cask.  Tlie  760  tons  of  copper  was  of  American 
origin,  and  the  carbons  for  electrical  purposes  were  received  from 
Germany  and  Austria.  Germany  also  supplied  the  fluor  spar,  load 
in  sheets  and  pipes,  and  the  bulk  of  the  machinery,  the  balance  of 
the  latter  coming  from  France  and  BelgiunL  Magnesite  is  shipped 
from  Hungary  and  the  sulphur  ore  from  Portugal. 

The  imports  of  iron  and  steel,  owing  to  the  increased  home- 
production,  have  fallen  ofiF  very  rapidly,  and  against  5,914  tons 
imported  in  1898,  only  2  tons  were  received  in  1901.  The  imports 
of  pig  iron  were  also  limited  to  ferro-manganese,  but  even  that 
article  will  very  shortly  disappear  from  the  table  of  imports,  and 
the  local  works  will  be  in  a  position  to  fully  supply  this  market. 
The  ironworks  in  the  Donetz  Basin,  for  the  first  11  months  of 
1901,  produced  some  1,360,000  tons  of  pig  iron,  of  which  about 
300,000  tons  was  disposed  of  in  its  raw  state,  and  the  balance  was 
employed  in  producing  some  900,0,00  tons  of  iron  and  steel  for  the 
same  period.  Of  the  above,  over  30,000  tons  were  shipped  through 
Mariupol,  including  some  10,000  tons  of  pig  iron,  destined  to 
St.  Petersburg.  This  does  not,  however,  by  any  means  represent 
the  total  amount  supplied  to  the  north  by  the  Donetz  works ; 
owing  to  the  very  slight  difference  between  the  railway  rates  and 
the  sea  freights  (from  many  works  the  former  are  the  cheaper)  the 
bulk  of  the  goods  is  forwarded  direct  to  destination  by  railway, 
and  a  much  larger  trade  in  this  direction  niust  be  looked  forward 
to  in  the  near  future.  The  import  of  foreign  pig  iron  into  Russia 
during  1901  on  being  compared  with  1900,  shows  a  decline  of  over 
30  per  cent.,  and  while  the  existing  customs  tariff  remains  in 
force,  the  imports  will,  without  doubt,  continue  shrinking.  Ordinary 
Donetz  pig  iron  can  now  be  delivered  at  St.  Petersburg  at  about 
41.  5$»  per  ton,  whereas  the  foreign  article  must  pay  a  customs  duty 
alone  of  about  31.  per  ton.  Bar  and  angle  iron,  plates,  girders, 
&c.,  are  also  now  forwarded  to  the  north  in  large  quantities. 

Machinery  must  still  for  some  time  to  come  be  imported, 
to  a  certain  extent,  from  abroad,  but  one  must  not  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that   milling   and   mining  machinery,  'blowing  and 
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steam  engines  and  other  classes  of  machinery  are  now  being 
produced  in  large  quantities  in  the  country,  and  the  orders 
sent  abroad  will  decrease  eveiy  year.  The  importation  of  railway 
locomotives  has  practically  ceased  and  the  Government  orders, 
especially  for  European  Russia,  are  exclusively  placed  with  Russian 
works.  Railway  cars  both  for  passenger  and  goods  traffic  are  also 
now  manufactured  in  the  country. 

The  following  articles  should  still,  however,  be  of  interest  to  Opening  for 
British  exporters.  Machinery  of  all  kinds,  including  agricultural,  B"*'*^  8^<*»- 
pumps,  cast  iron  rollers,  electrical  machinery  and  appliances, 
copper,  lead  in  sheets,  pipes  and  ingots,  aluminium,  mining  machi- 
nery and  other  tools,  files,  shovels  and  coke  forks,  sewing  machines, 
safes,  typewriters,  enamelled  goods,  fire-bricks  and  fire-clay,  tar, 
graphite,  paints,  chemicals,  &c.  In  former  years  a  large  busi- 
ness was  done  in  British  tool  steel,  but  the  market  has  been 
over-stocked  and  the  trade  in  this  commodity  just  now  is  exceed- 
ingly dull. 

There  are  no  large  importers  established  at  Mariupol,  and  tlie 
local  needs  are  supplied  by  Kharkoff,  Ekaterinoslav,  Odessa  and 
Rostov.  • 

No  colonial  goods  are  imported  through  Mariupol, 

The  exchange  on  London  was  practically  stationary  throughout  Kiohange. 
the  year,  at  about  9  r.  30  c.  per  1/.  for  three  months*  bills,  and 
this  rate  has  been  taken  as  the  basis  for  all  the  calculations  in  this 
report. 

The  agricultural  classes  in  the  Mariupol  district  have  experienced  Agriouliuw. 
a  very  bad  year ;  in  May  the  harvest  prospects  were  fairly  bright 
and  a  good  harvest  was  expected,  but  the  subsequent  drought  dried 
up  the  crops  and  the  final  results  were  very  disappointing.  In 
the  north-eastern  part  of  the  district  the  harvest  was  a  complete 
failure  and  even  in  the  other  parts  was  some  20  per  cent,  below 
the  average.  Wheat  and  barley  yielded  from  5  to  7  bushels  per 
acre  and  rye  gave  3  bushels.  No  linseed  was  gathered  and  ravison 
also  gave  very  poor  results. 

Notwithstanding  the  bad  harvest  the  grain  prices  did  not  show 
any  perceptible  rise,  and  the  consequence  is  that  the  inhabitants 
of  several  villages  have  no  fodder  for  their  horses  and  cattle,  and 
are  themselves  starving,  so  that  the  Red  Cross  Society  have  been 
obliged  to  come  to  their  assistance  by  opening  soup  kitchens  and 
supplying  the  more  needy  with  clothes.  This  will  naturally  have 
a  serious  effect  on  the  coming  season,  and  although,  to  a  certain 
extent,  seed  will  be  supplied  to  the  peasants,  a  large  portion  of 
the  land  must  remain  uncultivated,  and  even  with  consecutive 
good  harvests  several  years  must  elapse  before  the  peasants  can 
recoup  their  losses. 

The  winter  so  far  has  been  very  mild,  and  the  autumn  sowings 
appear  to  be  in  good  condition. 

The  district  was  free  from  contagious  disease  amongst  cattle 
during  the  year. 

The  crisis  in  the  metalluigical  world  continues,  and  there  induBtrief. 
appear  to  be  no  hopes  of  any  improvement  in  the  near  future  ; 
(110)  B  2 
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prices  of  iron  and  steel  continue  to  give  way,  and  the  supply  very 
much  exceeds  the  demand.  Sheet  iron,  which  in  the  spring  of 
1900  stood  at  13/.  10s.  per  ton,  is  now  offered  at  10/.  per  ton,  and 
girders  have  fallen  from  11/.  to  6/.  per  ton.  The  prices  of  steel 
rails  have  also  weakened,  and  pig  iron  is  practically  sold  at  cost 
price  and,  in  some  instances,  even  at  a  loss.  The  various  works 
are  looking  to  the  Government  for  orders,  and  the  question  of 
export  has  also  been  discussed  and  an  export  premium  suggested. 

Most  of  the  companies  have  had  to  curtail  their  output,  while 
others  have  been  obliged  to  suspend  operations  altogether.  When 
in  full  working  order  the  blast  furnaces  in  the  Donetz  Basin  are 
capable  of  producing  about  2,500,000  tons  of  pig  iron,  but  the 
production  of  1901  did  not  exceed  1,500,000  tons.  In  these 
circumstances  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  shareholders  in  the  different 
works  have  lost  considerably,  and  very  few  companies  have  been 
able  to  declare  dividends. 

The  fire-brick  works  have  suffered  in  a  like  manner,  and  half  of 
them  have  been  obliged  to  close,  and  others  find  it  very  difficult 
to  pay  their  way.    The  same  may  be  said  of  other  industries  in 
these  parts. 
Coal,  The  effects  of  the  boom  ifl  the  coal  trade  were  still  felt  in 

January,  1901,  but  in  the  month  of  February,  owing  to  over- 
production and  accumulation  of  stocks  at  the  mines,  a  reaction 
set  in  and  prices  commenced  to  give  way.  This  became  more 
acute  in  the  following  months  w^ith  the  result  that  the  collieries  in  the 
Donetz  Basin  were  obliged  to  curtail  their  output,  but  nevertheless 
the  total  quantity  of  coal  brought  to  the  surface  during  the  year 
(the  exact  figures  have  not  yet  been  published)  was  somewhat  in 
excess  of  that  of  the  previous  year,  which  stood  at  about  11,500,000 
tons.  The  total  quantity  placed  upon  the  market  in  1901  was 
about  7,600,000  tons,  as  against  about  7,570,000  tons  in  1900, 
The  principal  consumers  were  the  railway  companies,  which  took 
about  2,350,000  tons,  the  various  metallurgical  works  2,000,000 
tons,  sugar  works  500,000  tons,  steamship  companies,  335,000  tons, 
and  the  balance  was  supplied  to  machinery,  salt  and  other  works 
and  manufactories,  and  about  20  per  cent,  of  the  total  quantity 
for  private  consumption. 

The  quantity  shipped  through  the  port  of  Mariupol  to  Odessa 
and  other  Black  Sea  ports  was  504,470  tons,  as  compared  with 
435,500  tons  in  1900,  424,200  tons  in  1899,  and  425,760  tons  in 
1898. 

Most  of  the  mines  in  the  Donetz  Basin  have,  during  the  last 
few  years,  been  opened  up  and  their  producing  capacity  greatly 
increased,  consequently  the  coal  market,  owing  to  the  decreased 
demand  for  coal  on  the  part  of  metallurgical  and  other  works,  is 
over-supplied,  while  the  stocks  at  the  pit's  mouths  continue  to 
increase.  At  first,  the  attention  of  the  colliery  proprietors  was 
directed  to  Northern  Ilussia,  which  consumes  an  enormous 
quantity  of  foreign  (principally  British)  coal,  as  a  possible  market 
for  their  surplus  stock,  but  owing  to  tlie  long  distance,  both  by 
sea  and  land,  and  consequent  high  rates  of  transport,  business  in 
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this  direction  was  found  to  be  unfeasible  and,  as  an  alternative, 
it  is  now  proposed  to  endeavour  to  capture  the  Constantinople  and 
Balkan  markets,  which  import  annually  about  1,000,000  tons  of 
British  coal. 

A  special  meeting  of  colliery  representatives  and  others 
interested  in  the  coal  industry  was  lately  held  at  Kharkoff,  for 
the  purpose  of  studying  this  subject,  and  a  paper  was  read  by 
one  of  the  members  tending  to  show  that  not  only  could  the 
Donetz  Basin  supply  Turkey  and  the  Balkan  States,  but  they 
could  also  supply,  at  a  profit,  all  the  Mediterranean  ports  up  to 
Marseilles  inclusive,  and  to  bear  out  this  assertion  the  following 
figures  were  given : — 

The  price  of  coal  at  the  pits,  free  on  railway  wagons,  is  taken 
at  7  c.  per  pood  (9s.  4rf.  per  ton),  railway  freight  to  Mariupol, 
2  c.  (25.  8d,  per  ton),  this  is  based  on  the  supposition  that  the 
Imperial  Government  will  introduce  a  special  reduced  export 
tariff',  the  average  rate  now  is  about  4  c.  per  pood  (5s,  4d^,  per  ton), 
and  shipping  and  other  charges  at  Mariupol,  spillage,  &c.,  1  c. 
per  pood  (1«.  4d.  per  ton),  which  brings  the  total  f.o.b.  price  at 
Mariupol  to  13s.  4d,  per  ton.  There  is  nothing  allowed  for 
lighterage,  although  the  depth  of  water  alongside  the  quays  is 
only  16  feet. 

The  rates  of  freight  from  Mariupol  to  the  various  ports  are 
calculated  as  follows : — 

Constantinople,  Varaa,  Kustendji  and  Galatz,  3s.  4c?.  per  ton  ; 
Smyrna  and  Salonica,  3s.  lOd,  per  ton;  Piraeus,  4s.  3rf.  per  ton: 
Alexandria  and  Port  Said,  4s,  lOd.  per  ton ;  Suez,  5s.  lOrf.  per  ton ; 
Corfu  and  Messina,  4s.  lOd.  per  ton;  Naples,  5s.  4rf.  per  ton; 
Genoa,  Ancona  and  Marseilles,  6s.  per  ton.  These  rates  include 
the  Suez  Canal  dues  where  necessary. 

Taking  the  foregoing  figures  as  a  basis  the  cost  of  Russian 
coal  delivered  at  the  various  ports  is  given  in  the  following  table, 
and,  for  comparison,  the  prices  of  British  coal  at  each  port  are 
also  given : — 
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Price  per  Ton. 

Ports. 

Russian        !        British 
Coal.                    Coal. 

Constantinople 

Yarna 

Kmtendji 

Galatz 

Smyrna  •  •         . .         . .         •  • 

Salonica 

Fineus    . .         •  • 

Alexandria         ••          ..          .. 

Foresaid           

Suez 

Corfu 

Messina 

Naples 

Genoa     .. 
Ancona  •• 
Marseilles           

s.     d.        \        £    jr.   d. 
16    8                 13     4 
16    8         1         13    4 
16    8         1         13    4 

16  8                 13    4 

17  2                 118 
17    2                 118 

17  7         1         118 

18  2         I         12    6 

18  2                 12    6 

19  2                 13    4 
18    2         i         12    6 
18    2         j         118 

18  8        !        118 

19  4        '        118 
19    4        '        12    6 
19    4        ;        118 

Taken  on  the  whole,  I  find  the  above  prices  of  the  Russian 
coal  under-estimated,  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  in  giving  the 
price  of  the  English  the  maximum  for  Welsh  coal  has  been 
taken  as  the  basis,  but  the  Donetz  coal,  which  is  small,  friable 
and  very  seldom  screened,  can  only  hope  to  compete  with  the 
north  country  qualities,  which  are  quoted  at  some  48.  to  5s.  per 
ton  lower. 

The  price  of  95.  4d  per  ton  on  wagons  at  the  pits  is  about 
the  average  price  for  ordinary  quality  Donetz  coal,  but  the  better 
sorts  cannot  be  purchased  under  10».  6rf.  to  12.s.  per  ton.  The 
railway  freights  quoted  would  leave  no  margin  to  the  railway 
companies,  and  as  they  cannot  be  expected  to  work  at  a  loss,  4s 
would  about  represent  a  fair  rate.  The  expenses  at  Mariupol, 
allowing  for  port  dues  and  lighterage  for  a  portion  of  the  cargo, 
should  be  increased  to  about  25.  per  ton,  this  would  bring  the 
total  f.o.b.  price  up  to  155.  4d.  on  ordinary  coal,  and  the  superior 
qualities  to  about  ]  7*.  6rf.  per  ton. 

Then,  again,  the  rates  of  freight  are  taken  too  low,  and  no 
tonnage  can  possibly  be  obtained  at  the  figures  quoted.  The 
freights  ruling  from  British  ports  to  the  Mediterranean  have 
evidently  been  taken  as  a  basis,  but  the  fact  that  the  vessels 
engaged  in  that  trade,  always  get  a  return  freight  from  the 
Mediterranean,  Black  or  Azov  Seas  has  been  overlooked.  The 
steamers  carrying  Russian  coal,  owing  to  the  absence  of  return 
cargoes,  would  have  to  make  the  one  freight  pay  the  expenses 
both  ways,  and  consequently  the  rates  given  must  be  increased 
at  least  30  per  cent,  and  even  then  the  steamers  would  only  just 
pay  their  way.  The  current  rates  for  coal  from  Mariupol  to 
Odessa,  a  2^  days'  trip,  are  about  35.  6d.  to  45.  per  ton. 

Taking  all  the  above  into  consideration   the  prospects  of  a 
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large  export  trade  in  Donetz  coal  are  not  very  promising,  and, 
for  the  time  being,  Russia  cannot  be  treated  as  a  serious  com- 
petitor in  foreign  coal  markets,  but  at  the  same  time  a  sharp 
decline  in  the  imports  of  British  coal  into  Odessa  and  other 
Black  Sea  ports  must  be  looked  forward  to  in  the  near  future. 

The  Mariupol  harbour  works  are  now  practically  completed,  Mariupol 
and  very  little  beyond  the  dredging  remains  to  be  done ;  the  ^^^* 
railway  lines  in  the  new  port  are  being  laid  and  by  the  opening 
of  the  navigation  they  will  be  open  to  traffic.  Vessels  drawing 
16  feet  may  now  safely  enter  both  the  old  and  new  basins, 
and  as  in  the  spring  it  is  proposed  to  employ  three  dredgers 
the  depth  of  the  port  and  the  channel  leading  thereto  will 
soon  be  brought  down  to  18  feet,  which  fully  meets  present 
requirements,  although  the  project  is  to  have  an  uniform  depth 
of  20  feet. 

The  port  at  tlie  mouth  of  the  Eiver  Kahnius  has'  also  now 
been  deepened  to  12  feet,  and  it  is  proposed  ta  continue  dredging 
operations,  and  also  to  improve  the  port  so  as  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  grain  export  trade,  which  it  is  hoped  to  concentrate 
here. 

The  question  of  a  powerful  ice-breaker  for  Mariupol  has  again 
been  raised,  and  it  is  fully  expected  that  the  Imperial  Government 
will  accede  to  the  various  representations  made  on  this  subject. 

From  January  1  (o.s.),  1902,  the  harbours  of  Mariupol,  in 
general  with  other  Eussian  ports,  will  be  taken  over  by  a  new 
department  attaiched  to  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  and  a  new 
captahi  of  the  port,  in  whom  will  be  vested  full  administrative 
powers,  will  be  appointed. 

The  anchorage,  tonnage  and  light  dues  hitlievto  levied  on  Tonnage 
shipping  at  Russian  ports  have  been  abolished,  and  all  vessels  du". 
entering  a  port  fi^oni  abroad  or  clearing  for  a  foreign  port  will 
now  pay,  in  each  instance,  an  uniform  charge  of  10  c,  (2^^.) 
per  registered  ton,  which  covers  all  the  above-mentioned 
dues.  The  quarantine  and  pilotage  charges  will  be  levied  as 
hitherto. 

New  port  dues  have  also  been  introduced,  and  now  the  charges  Port  dues, 
on  all  goods  shipped  or  discharged  at  a  Bussian  port  will  be  as 
follows : — 

(a)  Cereals,  hay,  straw,  manures,  clay,  chalk,  lime,  gypsum, 
cement,  alabaster,  stone  (marble  excluded),  coal,  coke,  raw 
naphtha,  naphtha  refuse,  ores,  slag,  ordinary  bricks,  salt  and  fire- 
wood, ^  c.  per  pood  (4d,  per  ton). 

(6)  Seeds  of  all  kinds,  flax,  hemp,  tow,  oil  cake,  flour,  meal, 
timber  and  tar,  i  c.  per  pood  (8rf.  per  ton). 

(c)  All  other  goods,  1  c.  per  pood  (Is.  4d.  pei?  ton). 

The  above  dues  must  be  paid  by  the  receivers  or  shippers  of 
the  gooda  Goods  carried  from  one  Bussian  port  to  another  pay 
only  one-third  of  above  dues.  Salt  shipped  from  the  Azov  or 
Black  Seas  to  Baltic  ports  pay  no  dues. 

The  projected  installations  of  electric  light,  electric  tramway  Publitf  works, 
and  waterworks  have  made  no  headway,  and  the  municipality  of 
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Mariupol  are  still  open  to  receive  tenders  for  the  fulfilment  of 
these  plans. 

Annex  A, — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mariupol 
during  the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam, 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Nomber 

Number 

Number 

of 

Ton». 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Yesflels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    •  • 

•• 

•  • 

24 

88,107 

24 

33,107 

Bussian  •• 

2 

2ir 

7 

7,212 

9 

7,429 

G^reek      .. 

2 

686 

21 

24,532 

23 

25,068 

G-erman  ..         •• 

•  • 

•  • 

8 

11,118 

8 

11,113 

Italian    .  • 

•  • 

.  . 

8 

8,456 

8 

8,466 

Other  nationalitioA 

1 

258 

7 

8,587 

8 

8,845 

Total 

6 

1,011 

75 

93,007 

80 

94,018 

„     1900.. 

5 

1,843 

111 

140.867 

116 

141,700 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

.             Steam. 
Number! 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of           Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Britisb    ••         •• 

•  • 

•  • 

24 

33,107 

24 

83,107 

Bnssian  ..         .. 

•  • 

•  • 

7 

9,427 

7 

9,427 

Greek      ••         •• 

2 

536 

21 

24,532 

23 

25,068 

German  ••         •• 

• . 

•  • 

8 

11,113 

8 

11,113 

•  • 

■  • 

1        ^ 

8,456 

8 

8,456 

Other  nationalities 

1 

258 

1         ^ 

8,587 

8 

8,845 

Total 

8 

794 

1      ^« 

95,222 

78 

96,016 

„    1900.. 

4 

1,213 

1     102 

138,065 

106 

134.378 
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Annex  B. — ^Bktubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Mariupol 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


! 

1901. 

1900. 

ArtioleB. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Wheat       •• 

Quarters 

304,654 

886,781 

384,558 

574,801 

Bye.. 

>t 

42,620 

37,364 

42,720 

40,194 

Barley 

9> 

214,590 

156,435 

355,327 

258,065 

Oats 

it 

4,048 

2,130 

4,500 

2,151 

Linseed 

it 

1,445 

3,400 

17,595 

85,506 

Bayison 

tf 

6,290 

6,365 

50,236 

44,485 

Oilcake      .. 

Tons      .. 

2,081 

4,995 

1,710 

2,992 

Phosphate  .  • 

»        •• 

9,780 

16,271 

,, 

, , 

Anthracite  coal     . . 

i»        •  • 

3,100 

3,200 

250 

822 

Coke           ..        ., 

>i        •• 

400 

700 

•• 

•• 

Total 

•  • 

617,591 

•  • 

958,016 

Annex  C. — Retubn  of  Principal  Articles 
during  the  Years  1901- 


of  Import  to  Mariupol 
1900. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.           Value. 

Asphalte          •  • 
Bricks,  tiles  and  fire-clay 

Cement 

Copper  •.         ..         .. 
Carbons,  electrical 
Fluor  spar 
Iron  and  st^el . . 

Lead 

Machinery 
Magnesite 

Nitrate 

Pig  iron 

Salted  hides     .. 
Sulphur  ore     • . 

Tsr       

Tools 

Sundries 

Tons. 

160 

12,340 

210 

760 

180 

200 

2 

289 

1,219 

5,400 

105 

981 

4,448 

2 

£ 

580 

60,800 

650 

45,600 

10,800 

600 

12 

8,600 

45,700 

16,200 

210 

8,600 

4,300 

•  • 
50 
13,200 

Tons. 
81,045 

169 

•  ■ 
231 
278 

2,559 

2,532 

88 

682 

849 

4,456 

109 

10 

•  • 

£ 

124180 

11,830 

"698 
4,170 

89,565 

7,596 

175 

2,728 

10,470 

4,200 

186 

825 

20,275 

Total     .. 

195,752 

276,842 

EOSTOV-ON-DON. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Martin  reports  as  follows : — 

Favourable  weather  prevailing  during  the  winter  and  spring  Agriculture, 
months,  both  winter  and  spring  sowings  remained  in  very  good 
condition,  and  hopes  were  entertained  of   an  abundant  harvest 
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Exports. 
Grain. 


Linseed  and 
r:ipc  seed. 

Oil  cake. 


Prices. 


Donslioi 
wool. 


until  May,  when,  owing  to  the  want  of  moisture  and  excessive  heat, 
the  crops  suffered  considerably,  and  in  consequence  the  yield 
proved  to  be  much  below  the  average  both  in  quantity  and  in 
quality. 

The  hay  crop  was  very  unsatisfactory,  and  in  many  parts  an 
entire  failure.  Agricultural  labourers  were  plentiful  and  labour 
cheap. 

There  was  less  movement  in  the  grain  trade  during  the  past 
year,  and  exports  show  a  substantial  decrease  as  compared  with  the 
figures  for  1900 ;  the  most  notable  falling-off  is  in  the  quantity  of 
rye  exported,  being  slightly  over  120,000  tons  less  than  in  the 
previous  year,  wheat  following  with  about  20,000  tons,  oats  with 
nearly  16,000  tons,  then  rape  seed  and  linseed  with  about  11,000  and 
9,600  tons  less  respectively ;  the  exceptions  showing  an  increase 
were  barley,  oil  cake,  and  sundries.  As  regards  the  destination  of 
exports,  the  largest  quantity  of  wheat  went  to  Italy,  viz.,  140,000 
tons,  whilst  80,000  tons  were  shipped  for  Greece,  34,000  tons  to 
France,  27,000  tons  to  Germany,  and  only  18,000  tons  to  the 
United  Kingdom ;  Germany  took  the  bulk  of  the  rye  and  barley 
shipped,  or  about  130,000  and  89,000  tons  respectively,  the  United 
Kingdom  being  next  with  30,000  tons  of  the  former  and  68,000 
tons  of  the  latter. 

All  the  linseed  and  the  greater  part  of  the  rape  seed  shipped,  or 
?»,00G  tons,  went  to  Germany,  the  balance  of  the  latter  going  to  the 
United  Kingdom. 

About  5,500  tons  of  oil  cake  were  shipped  to  the  United  King- 
dom, and  the  balance  of  the  quantity  exported  principally  to 
France. 

There  were  no  very  violent  fluctuations  in  prices  during  the 
year,  and  as  may  be  seen  from  the  annexed  table  of  the  average 
prices  for  1900  and  1901,  only  oats,  linseed  and  oil  cake  show  a 
substantial  rise  in  value. 

The  quantity  of  I)onskoi^vool  brought  to  this  market  amounted 
to  3,254  tons,  greasy  wool  showing  an  increase  of  476  tons  as  com- 
pared to  the  previous  year,  due  to  fewer  purchases  having  been 
made  on  the  spot  by  liussian  manufacturers  direct  from  wool 
growers.  Adding  63  tons  which  remained  in  stock  from  1900  the 
total  supplies  in  the  market  were  3,317  tons,  of  which  2,841  tons 
were  bought  up  by  exporters  for  washing,  the  balance,  or  476  tons 
being  secured  by  Paissian  manufacturers.  The  yield  of  the  new 
clip  washed  in  Rostov  amounted  to  1,706  tons,  and  with  465  tons 
brought  here  already  v/ashed  the  quantity  available  was  equal  to 
2,171  tons,  of  which  1,943  tons  were  exported  to  the  United  States, 
32  tons  to  Italy,  and  38  tons  secured  for  home  consumption,  while 
158  tons  have  remained  in  stock,  consisting  of  32  tons  in  hands  of 
exporters  and  126  tons  still  unsold. 

The  demand  for  gieasy  wool  was  very  fair  all  through  the 
season,  the  prices  paid  by  exporters  being  2^d.  to  3^.  per  lb.. 
Russian  buyers  paying  4  to  5  per  cent,  higher.  Washed  wool  was 
in  less  favour,  but  prices  were  normal,  ruling  from  5jrf.  to 
6d.  per  lb. 
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Owin<;  to  the  increased  purchases  of  Russian  manufacturers  on  Brook-wnBhod 
the  spot  direct  from  wool  growera,  only  about  301  tons  of  the  new  autumn  wool 
clip  came  to  this  market,  as  compared  to  452  tons  in  1900. 
Including  87  tons  left  over  from  the  previous  year  there  was  a 
total  of  supplies  amounting  to  388  tons,  all  of  which  changed 
hands  with  the  exception  of  95  tons  still  in  stock ;  136  tons  were 
exported  to  Germany  and  62  tons  to  the  United  States,  while  32 
tons  went  for  home  consumption  and  63  tons  are  held  by  an 
exporter. 

The  superior  qualities  were  secured  for  Germany  at  6Jd.  to 
6^rf.  per  lb.,  the  Russian  manufacturers  paying  also  about  the 
same  price,  but  the  demand  liaving  subsided,  the  parcels  bought 
for  export  to  the  United  States,  principally  of  a  lower  gi'ade,  were 
subsequently  securetl  at  considerably  lower  figures,  viz.,  5\d,  to 
S^cZ.  per  lb. 

The  number  of  sheep  sold  for  slaughter  during  the  autumn  of  Merino  wool. 
1900  having  been  less  than  usual,  and  the  winter  being  favourable 
for  breeding,  there  was  as  in  the  previous  year  again  an  increase 
in  the  clip,  the  total  being  17,460  tons  as  compared  to  16,666  tons 
in  1900.  The  market  opened  in  May  with  a  f&ir  demand,  prices  . 
ruling  from  5^^.  to  6d.  per  lb.,  at  which  figures  about  half  of  the 
whole  clip  was  sold.  In  June  the  demand  increased  especially  for 
higher  qualities,  for  which  up  to  6^^.  and  6^^.  per  lb.  was  paid, 
and  lasted  till  November,  when  a  further  rise  was  perceptible. 
By  this  time  there  only  remained  about  1,587  tons  unsold,  but  as 
this  quantity  consisted  chiefly  of  the  lower  grades,  prices  did  not 
exceed  6^^.  per  lb.,  and  all  was  ultimately  secured  excepting  396 
tons  which  now  remain  in  stock. 

It  may  be  noticed  that  there  is  a  probability  of  next  season's 
clip  proving  considerably  less  in  quantity  than  hitherto,  as  a  much 
larger  number  of  sheep  than  usual  were  slaughtered  last  autumn, 
the  reason  of  this  being  that  consequent  upon  a  greater  demand 
for  purely  agricultural  purposes  the  prices  of  arable  land  are  much 
higher,  especially  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Caucasus,  and  farmers 
find  that  sheep  breeding  has  become  much  less  profitable  than  agri- 
culture. 

It  is  impossible  to  obtain  any  official  returns  of  imports,  and  Importo. 
the  following  particulars  with  regard  to  agricultural  machinery  are 
gathered  from  private  sources. 

Although  the  harvest  proved  to  be  an  entire  failure  both  in  Agricultanl 
the  Don  territory  and  Voronesh  Government,  still,  thanks  to  the  machinery, 
abundant  crop  in  the  Caucasus,  the  trade  in  agricultural  machinery 
was  satisfactory,  the  decrease  in  the  total  amount  of  sales  being 
only  about  4J  per  cent,  as  compared  to  1900,  which  was  considered 
an  average  year. 

In  the  sales  of  portable  engines  and  threshers  there  was  a 
slight  decrease,  about  150  sets  valued  at  78,9472.  having  been 
disposed  of  as  compared  to  175  sets  for  92,105/.  in  the  previous 
year.  This  business,  instead  of  being  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
British  manufacturers  as  hitherto,  has  now  for  the  last  two  years 
h£ul  to  cope  with  the  competition  of  German  machinery  which  is 
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Industries. 
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iKiginning  to  be  iutixxluced  witli  a  fair  amount  of  success. 
German  makers  are  very  keen  on  obtaining  a  hold  in  this  market, 
and  are  making  sacrifices  in  order  to  gain  their  end  by  selling 
cheaper,  and  on  very  long  terms  of  payment,  and  in  consequence 
their  machinery  finds  a  ready  sale  in  spite  of  it  being  lighter  in 
build  than  British.  Out  of  the  total  of  150  sets  sold  here  about 
35  were  of  German  make. 

In  horsegear  threshers  there  was  only  a  very  small  business 
done  as  they  are  gradually  being  supplanted  by  steam  threshing 
machinery. 

Sales  amounted  to  alx)ut  40  threshere  valued  at  2.315Z.  com- 
pared to  60  threshers  for  3,473/.  in  the  previous  year,  and  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  Eussian  built  machines  those  sold  were  all 
of  German  make. 

As  usual  the  foreign  harvesting  machinery  sold  was  exclusively 
all  of  American  manufacture,  and  the  amount  of  business  done 
exceeded  that  of  the  past  year  by  about  14  per  cent.  About  2,500 
reapers,  1,000  mowers,  1,500  hay-rakes,  and  75  binders,  represent- 
ing a  value  of  75,526/.,  were  disposed  of  as  compared  to  2,000 
reapers,  1,000  moWers,  1,500  hay-rakes,  and  100  binders  for  66,631/. 
sold  in  1900. 

There  was  likewise  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Russian 
made  reapers  sold,  sales  amounting  to  about  2,500  machines  for 
32,894/.,  against  2,000  reapers  for  26,317/.  in  the  previous  year. 
Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  result  of  the  harvest,  the  trade 
in  ploughs  as  far  as  those  of  Ilussian  manufacture  are  concerned 
was  fairly  satisfactory,  the  number  sold  being  about  the  same  as  in 
the  previous  year,  viz.,  5,000  ploughs  for  15,789/.  On  the  other 
hand  foreign  ploughs  fared  very  badly  owing  to  the  strong  com- 
petition of  Eussian  manufacturers,  and  the  quantity  sold,  nearly 
all  being  as  usual  of  German  make,  did  not  exceed  1,000  ploughs, 
valued  at  3,684/.  as  compared  to  1,500  for  5,526/.  in  1900. 

For  the  last  five  or  six  years  a  certaih  quantity  of  American 
harvesting  machinery  has  been  imported  through  the  port  of 
Novorossisk  and  sold  direct  to  dealers  in  the  Caucasus  districts, 
the  business  being  done  either  by  the  manufacturers  themselves 
through  agents,  or  by  Rostov  dealers.  This  business  was  first 
done  on  a  small  scale  but  in  the  last  two  or  three  years  it  has 
increased  very  considerably,  and  the  number  of  machines  thus 
disposed  of  during  the  past  year  is  estimated  to  have  been  equal 
to  the  quantity  sold  in  Rostov  ;  it  is,  however,  impossible  to  give 
any  correct  figures,  the  machines  on  arrival  in  Novorossisk  being 
forwarded  direct  to  the  buyer. 

A  considerable  business  was  done  during  the  year  by  the  eight 
local  flour  mills  with  very  good  profits ;  142,857  tons  of  wheat 
were  ground  yielding  103,174  tons  of  flour.  Tobacco  factories 
were  also  well  employed  as  well  as  cement  works,  but  mechanical 
industries  gave  very  poor  results. 

There  was  a  pi-evalence  of  small-pox  and  of  scarlet  fever,  the 
latter  disease  being  of  an  epidemic  character,  but  otherwise  the 
health  of  Rostov  was  satisfootory.  . 
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This  district  aud  town  were  entirely  free  from  cattle  plague  Cattle 
during  the  year.  plague. 

Table  showing  Average  Prices  of  Grain  at  Rostov-on-Don 
durmg  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 


Wheat,  winter 
„  Ghirca 
„      hard. . 

Kye    .• 

Barlej 

Oats   .. 

Linseed         .  • 

Rape  seed      .  • 

Oil  oake 


Frioes. 


quarter 

1 

11 

ii 

j» 

)t 

i» 

f* 

ton 

1901. 


£  s.  d, 
15  5 
1    4 

1  5 
0  16 
0  18 
0  11 

2  3  11 
0  19  1 
4  19    6 


1900. 


£  «.  d, 
15    3 

1  3  10 
15  5 
0  16  4 
0  14  4 
0    9    4 

2  0  9 
0  19  11 
4    2  10 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Rostov-on-Don 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Quantity. 


Articles. 


,  1901. 

Tons. 

Wheat 319,256 

Rye          204,273 

Barley     ..         181,414 

Oats         '  9,123 

Flour 824 

Linseed  . .         . .         . .         . .  1,911 

Rape  seed           5,684 

Oilcake 7,119 

Sundries '  5,749 


1900. 


Tons. 

839,863 

325,360 

171,429 

25,071 

640 

11,566 

16,775 

6,833 

1,757 


Berdiansk. 

Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  Gabroellen  reports  as  follows : — 
Notliing  favourable  can  be  reported  concerning  the  actual 
business  results  of  the  past  year  at  this  port.  Owing  to  some- 
what unforeseen  circumstances,  touching  the  agricultural  dis- 
trict, some  slight  economical  improvement  has  taken  place,  mainly 
on  account  of  the  harvest  having  been  better  than  recent  years. 
Unfortunately  this  was  not  general,  as  in  several  parts  of  the 
district  the  harvest  failed,  and  taking  results  as  a  whoL^,  the 
harvest  can  only  be  counted  as  under  the  average. 
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Grain  priceg. 


Freights. 


Tmports. 
Export. 


Local 
industries. 


It  has  been  noted  again,  tliat  supplies  of  grain  filtered  away 
from  the  original  basis  by  means  of  railway  communication  to 
other  and  more  distant  shipping  localities.  This  api>ears  to  be  the 
primary  cause  of  decreased  shipments  from  this  port,  and  entirely 
upsets  the  original  idea  and  anticipation  that  with  the  railway  in 
working  order  the  port  would  vastly  increase  in  commercial 
importance. 

Every  class  of  business  lias  suffered,  shopkeepers  and  others 
doing  half  the  turnover  of  previous  year,  and  the  constant 
ellbrts  made  by  this  Vice-Consulate  to  promote  British  com- 
merce in  submitting  samples  and  prices  of  goods,  and  by  other 
means,  have  signally  failed,  no  desire  being  shown  to  go  beyond 
the  home-made  productions  and  a  hand-to-mouth  description  of 
business. 

House  property  has  fallen  some  30  or  40  per  cent,  in  value, 
and  this  has  added  very  considerably  to  the  univeraal  depre&sion  ; 
agricultural  land  in  the  country  retains  its  value,  and  in  some  in- 
stances increased  prices  have  been  obtained,  reaching  tj  250  r. 
per  desiateen  (about  12/.  per  acre)  freehold. 

The  reduced  export  local  tax  on  grain,  as  arranged  by  the 
Government,  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction,  and  the  taking  over 
by  the  Government  from  the  local  authority  of  the  management  of 
the  new  port  and  the  large  debt  thereon  will  gi'eatly*  improve 
'matters,  and  relieve  the  town  of  a  very  heavy  responsibility. 

A  very  dry  autumn  was  again  experienced,  almost  entirely 
preventing  any  ploughing  and  sowing.  The  month  of  Cecember 
was  very  wet,  but  it  was  then  too  late  for  sowing. 

Grain  prices  were  very  firm  during  spring  and  early  autumn, 
but  fell  off  later,  wheat  averaged  iX  5^.  and  barley  15s.  per 
Imperial  quarter,  rape  seed  oil  cake  2/.  3s.  7^.  per  ton. 

The  freight  market  throughout  the  season  was  steady,  averaging 
about  JLl  fr.  50  c.  per  ton  for  Mediterranean  and  lis.  6cL  per  ton 
for  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  usual  direct  imports  are  shown  in  Annex  B,  and  call  for 
no  remarks. 

The  total  quantity  of  grain  and  seed  exported  amounted  to 
113,000  tons,  and  3,220  tons  of  rape  seed  oil  cake,  and  compared 
with  the  figures  of  1900  show  a  decrease  of  about  12  per  cent. 

On  December  31,  1901,  the  stock  of  wheat  in  hand  was 
estimated  at  118,540  quarters  of  wheat,  20,230  quarters  of  barley, 
and  2,880  quarters  of  oats. 

Keduced  sales  of  the  home-made  reaping  machines  are  reported, 
failure  of  the  harvest  in  many  distant  parts  of  the  country  where 
these  machines  have  of  late  years  found  a  ready  sale  being  the 
cause.  Ploughs  of  all  descriptions  on  the  contrary  were  in  greatly 
increased  demand,  the  number  made  and  sold  having  reached 
over  10,000. 

The  two  agricultural  machinery  and  foundry  factories,  however, 
have  done  a  poor  business  this  last  year,  and  were  obliged  con- 
siderably to  reduce  the  number  of  workmen  usually  employed. 

Money  is  scarce  and  debts  were  diflScult  to  realise. 
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The  market  gardens  and  vineyards  sufTercd  considerably  from 
late  froste  and  ixnfavourable  summer  weather. 

Annex  A.— Eettjrn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Tort  of  Eordiansk 
during  the  Year  1901. 

Enterbd  and  Cleared. 


NatiooalitT. 


,  Steam. 


Number  , 

'      of       I      Tons. 
'  Vessels.  I 


Sailing. 


Number 
of      I 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


Total. 


Number  I 

of    ; 

Vessels.  I 


Tons. 


Italian 

British 

Greek 

Turkish 

Dutch 


Total,  1901. 
„      1900  . 


25 

'   24,580 

25 

24,580 

4 

5,416 

. . 

. , 

4 

6,416 

17 

27,840 

, , 

. . 

17 

27,840 

1 

15 

1,200 

15 

1,200 

1 

1,100 

•• 

•■ 

1 

1,100 

47 

58,936 

15 

1,200 

62 

60,136 

■■ 

•• 

•• 

•• 

71 

54,582 

Annex  l). — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Berdiansk  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 


1901. 


190O. 


;  QuautitT.  |     Value,     i  Quantity.  [     Value. 


Grain  seed 
Kape  seed  cake 


Quarters    |    504,432 
Tons       ..         3,220 


Total 


£ 

630,540 
7,869 

638,409 


527,040 
3,238 


£ 
663,547 
7,300 


670,847 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Berdiansk  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


1901. 


Articles. 


Quantity.  '     Value. 


1900. 


Quantity.       Value. 


Hard «rood  boards  ..  Number, 
Wooden  grain  shoTols  |  „ 

V^ine   .•  ..  ...  Cwts. 

Rice     . .  . .  . . '        „ 

Olive  oil         . .  •  • ;        ,» 

Fire-wood       ..  ••  Tons 

Total   ..  ..I 


' 

£ 

!         1 

£ 

13,332  1 

2,640 

'   73,300 

1,158 

36,827  1 

157 

96,900  ' 

1,515 

74 

168 

400 

737 

•  • 

. , 

100  i 

100 

27i 

170 

33 

137 

6.331 

2,700 

ir; 

136 

•• 

5,835 

..    i 

3,783 

NoTK.— Rate  of  exchange,  9  r.  60  c.  —  11. 
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Agriculture. 


Export. 


Stocks. 


Shipping. 


Cattle  plague. 


NaTigation. 


ghenitchesk. 
Ghenitohese. 


Mr.  Consular- Agent  Castala  reports  as  follows : — 

The  harvest  of  the  year  1901  was  again  very  disappointing,  and 
the  results  taken  on  the  whole  were  a  complete  and  ruinous  failure. 
The  weather  during  the  spring  was  perfectly  dry,  and  the  rains 
only  came  after  nearly  all  the  crops  were  entirely  burnt.  Much 
poverty  exists  amongst  the  lower  class  of  peasants,  and  as  for  the 
higher  class,  nearly  all  have  mortgaged  their  property  with  the 
banks.  Were  it  not  for  the  good  prices  abroad  the  export  firms 
would  have  certainly  been  compelled  to  close  their  business,  but 
fortunately  they  managed  to  ship  the  quantity,  as  per  Annex  A, 
by  bringing  the  same  by  rail  from  the  interior,  and  even  so  far  as 
from  Berdiansk  by  water. 

On  referring  to  Annex  A  it  will  be  seen  that  240,965  quarters 
of  grain  and  seed,  valued  at  about  257,283/.,  were  exported  during 
the  navigation  of  1901,  showing  a  decrease  of  56,737  quarters.  The 
majority  of  the  above-mentioned  quantity  was  shipped  during 
the  spring. 

There  is  no  grain  in  the  hands  of  the  shippers,  and  the 
prospects  of  any  business  in  the  spring  look  rather  gloomy. 

As  Annex  B  shows  31  steamers  of  the  aggregate  tonnage  of 
37,953  register  tons  entered  and  cleared  the  port  of  Ghenitchesk, 
as  against  33  steamers  for  the  year  preceding.  Out  of  this  number 
13  steamers,  measuring  16,060  register  tons,  represent  the  British 
flag. 

No  case  of  cattle  plague  has  occurred  in  Ghenitchesk  or  its 
neighbourhood  during  the  past  year. 

The  first  steamer  to  arrive  was  on  April  18,  and  the  last 
sailing  took  place  on  November  10,  but  the  fairway  was  free  of 
ice  during  all  the  winter. 

Annex  A. — Eetubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Ghenitchesk  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quaniity.    i       Yalae. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wheat  .. 
Barley  •• 
Eye 

Oats      .. 
^    Linseed.. 
Oil  cake 
Bape  seed 

Quarters.                £ 
121,935            168,422 
100,072      ;       82,027 
9,640               8,963 
4,528                4,933 
2,884               6,986 
1,906                  962 
• .                      • . 

Tons. 

26,450 

86,408 

1,383 

173 

305 

781 

166 

£ 

189,984 

127,928 

6,4« 

410 

8,524 

201 

698 

Total 

1      257,283 

•  • 

278,182 
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Annex  B. — [lEraRN  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Ghenitcheak 
during  the  Year  1901. 

Stsambrs. 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Yesselfl. 

Tonnage. 

Britiih 

Greek 

Italian 

• 

13 

13 

6 

16,060 

16,428 

6,466 

Total,  1901 

»      1900 

31 
88 

37,958 
40,898 

(1 10) 
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Bepori  on  the  Foreign  Commerce  of  Btcma  and  Trade  of  the 
Consular  District  of  St.  Petersburg  for  the  Year  1901 

By  Mb.  Consul-General  J.  Michell. 

(Seoeired  at  Foreign  OlBoe,  June  16, 1902.) 

For  Kussia  the  year  1901  must  be  considered  to  have  been  un-  introdnctioii. 
satisfactory,  both  in  industrial  and  agricultural  respects.  Manu- 
facturing industry,  in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  maintain  it,  continued 
on  the  whole  to  be  in  a  languishing  condition,  and  suffered  from  a 
crisis  still  in  full  force  and  resulting  from  over-production, 
decreased  purchasing  power  of  the  population,  scarcity  of  capital 
and  other  causes.  But  in  agricultural  respects  matters  were  even 
more  serious. 

A  failure  of  the  harvest  occurred  in  many  districts,  especially 
in  26  districts  of  nine  provinces,  and  the  grain  crops  harvested 
throughout  the  Empire  showed  a  deficiency  of  3,806,451  tons  as 
compared  with  the  average  yield  of  the  preceding  five  years. 
Although  the  Government  adopted  all  necessary  measures  for 
alleviating  the  distress  of  the  rural  population  by  grants  of  money 
for  sustenance  and  purchase  of  seed,  and  by  organising  public 
works  in  the  localities  stricken  with  famine,  the  consequences  of 
the  deficient  harvest  were  yet  so  serious  as  to  affect  to  a  very  con- 
siderable degree  the  economic  condition  of  the  country,  the 
impoverishment  of  the  agricultural  masses  in  its  turn  reacting 
unfavourably  especially  on  Eussian  manufacturing  textile 
industry. 

The  industrial  depression  prevailing  in  Eussia  last  year  had 
also  an  unfavourable  effect  on  British  imports  into  Eussia,  while 
notwithstanding  a  failure  of  the  crops  over  a  wide  area  of  the 
Empire,  the  exportation  of  Eussian  produce  to  the  United  King- 
dom was  effected  on  a  scale  larger  than  that  of  the  four  preceding 
years. 

According  to  the  returns  of  the  Eussian  Customs  Department  Export  and 
(Annex  I  (a)  )  the  total  value  of  the  export  trade  of  European  and  imp*"*  t»d© 
Asiatic  Eussia  to  all  countries  in  1901  amounted  to  93,562,897/.,**^  ^'^^' 
as  compared  with  96,454,802/.  in  1900,  thus  exhibiting  a  decrease 
of  2,891,905/. 

(124)  A  ;3 
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At  the  same  time  the  imports  are  valued  at  63,442,721/.,  or  at 

6,774,410/.  below  those  of  the  preceding  year. 

Trade  of  the         The  diminution  under  the  head  of  exports  was  almost  entirely 

^^^^^'  ^^  ^  *^®  ^^^  harvest  of  nearly  all  cereals  in  1900,  while  the 

Russia.  decrease  of  imports  was  attributable  to  the  unfavourable  economic 

condition  of  the  country.    Annex  I  (6)  gives  the  value  of  Russian 

European  exports  and  imports  in  1897-1901  under  main  groups 

as  classified  by  the  Russian  Customs  Department. 

As  regards  the  United  Kingdom  it  will  be  seen  from  Annex  II 
that  the  value  of  Russian  produce  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom 
rose,  according  to  the  Russian  Customs  returns,  to  156.316,000  r. 
(16,608,575/.)  in  1901,  from  145,576,000  r.  (15,467,450/.)  in  1900. 
On  the  other  hand,  however,  the  same  returns  estimate  the  value 
of  British  goods  imported  into  Russia  in  1901  only  at  103,219,000  r. 
(10,967,018/.),  as  compared  with  128,176,000  r.  (13,618,700/.) 
given  for  the  year  1900,  or  a  decrease  of  195  per  cent. 

The  relative  value  of  German  importation  into  Russia  during 
the  year  under  consideration  showed  a  slight  increase  notwith- 
standing the  existing  unfavourable  conditions  for  such  increase, 
which  must  be  ascribed  to  greater  activity  of  German  commercial 
agents  and  canvassers  in  Russia,  as  compared  with  British  agents. 

Attention  cannot  be  too  frequently  called  to  the  necessity  of 
stimulating  the  demand  for  British  goods  in  the  Russian  market 
by  the  employment  of  a  greater  number  of  agents  and  commercial 
travellers,  and  a  more  judicious  conformity  by  British  manufac- 
turers to  the  conditions  of  that  market.  German  manufacturers 
by  a  strict  attention  to  these  points,  in  spite  of  the  inferiority  of 
most  of  their  goods  as  compared  with  British  goods,  and  of  the 
impediments  to  the  increase  of  commercial  relations  in  the  shape 
of  high  protective  customs  duties  and  vexatious  customs  regula- 
tions, fines  and  penalties  impartially  levied  on  all.  still  manage  to 
spread  their  products  successfully  and  progressively  throughout 
Russia,  where  British  goods  meet  with  a  smaller  and  smaller 
number  of  purchasers. 

It  is  a  notable  fact  that  while  the  importation  of  British  goods 
into  Russia  shows  a  steady  decrease,  the  exportation  of  Russian 
produce,  mainly  {^cultural,  to  the  United  Kingdom  shows  a 
steady  increase  during  the  last  few  years.  This  abnormal  state  of 
things  is  due  to  active  efforts  made  in  Russia  to  enlarge  the 
demand  for  Russian  produce  in  the  British  market,  wlule  no 
corresponding  endeavours  are  displayed  by  British  manufacturers 
to  increase  the  sale  of  their  goods  in  this  country.  This  one-sided 
expansion  of  trade  cannot,  however,  take  deep  root,  and  the 
principle  of  all  healthy  commercial  international  relations,  consist- 
ing in  a  fair  exchange  of  commodities,  must  sooner  or  later  assert 
itself  to  the  advantage  of  both  nations.  As  it  stands  at  present 
the  trade  from  the  point  of  view  of  British  manufacturing  interests 
is  in  a  withering  condition,  while  so  far  as  the  supply  of  Russian 
agricultural  products  to  British  markets  is  concerned,  its  present 
development  must  be  regarded  as  sporadic  and  not  calculated  to 
be  of  a  permanent  nature,  the  fate  of  a  trade  that  benefits  mostly 
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one   nation    alone   cannot    necessarily    long   retain  its    partial 
character. 

It  may  generally  be  observed  in  reference  to  Russia  as  a  market 
for  British  manufactured  goods  that  she  presents  but  a  compara- 
tively limited  field  for  any  great  expansion  of  such  importation,  in 
view  of  the  hostility  of  the  existing  customs  tariff,  the  poverty  of 
the  population  at  large,  and  the  almost  primitive  requirements  of 
that  population. 

This  observation  is,  of  course,  equally  applicable  to  German 
merchants,  who,  however,  display  within  the  limits  of  the  above 
restrictions  to  international  trade  much  more  energy  than  British 
merchants  do  in  securing  Bussian  purchasers  for  their  com- 
modities. 

The  value  of  all  Bussian  products  exported  to  the  United  Biusian 
Kingdom  in  1901  amounted  to  16,608,575/.,  which,  as  compared  «JP^.*^ 
with  1900,  shows  an  increase  of  1,145,588/.,  or  7*4  per  cent.  KhiSS!^ 

An  increaee  of  exportation  compared  with  the  preceding  year 
(Annex  III)  took  place  under  the  heads  of  barley,  oats,  millet, 
other  agricultural  products  (peas,  beans,  &c.),  eggs,  codilla 
and  tow,  hemp  and  hemp  tow,  timber,  platinum  and  manu- 
factured goods;  while  diminished  exportation  was  apparent  of 
wheat,  rye,  game  and  poultry,  linseed,  oil  cake,  flax,  peltry,  hides 
and  skins,  bristles,  wool,  manganese  ore,  and  naphtha  and  its  pro- 
ducts. Compared  with  the  average  value  of  the  above  exports  for  the 
quinquennial  period  of  1895-99,  the  value  of  Bussian  products  of 
all  kinds  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  exhibited  an  increase 
of  5,062,318  r.  (537,871/.). 

Annex  lY  shows  the  comparative  value  of  Bussian  exports  to 
all  countries  between  the  years  1901-1897. 

According  to  the  returns  of  the  Bussian  Customs  Department  Export  of 
the  total  quantity  of  all  grain  and  its  products  exported  f rom  JP*"*  *o  »Jl 
Bussia  in  1901  amounted  to  149,689,928  cwts.  (Annex  V),  this  ^^^*^~- 
quantity  being  in  excess  of  that  exported  during  the  preceding 
year  by  15,0.76,109  cwts. 

Increased  exportation  took  place  under  the  heads  of  wheat, 
barley,  maize  and  bran,  while  that  of  rye  and  rye  flour  was  in 
comparatively  diminished  quantities. 

From  Annex  YI  it  appears  that  oil  cake,  grass  seeds,  hemp,  princtpal 
bones  and  bone  meal,  mineral  oil,  peltry,  poultry  and  game,  eggs  artiolee  ex- 
butter,  cigarettes,  cotton  and  woollen   goods   were  exported  in  P****^*^  *^ 
larger  quantities  than  in  1900 ;  on  the  other  hand  the  following 
articles  were  exported  in  diminished  quantities :  timber,  linseed, 
hemp  seed,  rape  seed,  flax,  hides,  bristles,  wool,  naphtha  residuum, 
lubricating    substances,   tar    and  pitch,   manganese    ore^  sugar, 
spirits,  down  and  feathers. 

The  value  of  the  import  trade  of  European  Bussia  with  all  Roseian 
countries  in  1901,  as  compared  with  the  four  preceding  years,  is  import  t»de 
given  in  Annex  VII.    From  these  returns  it  would  appear  that  ^imtries. 
so  far  as  the  import  trade  of  Bussia  is  concerned,  Germany  very 
prominently  occupies  the  first  place,  the  United  Kingdom  a  very 
diminished  second. 

(124)  A  4 
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The  principal  articles  imported  to  EuBsia  during  the  year 
under  review  from  all  countries  in  general,  and  from  the  United 
Kingdom  in  particular,  is  shown  in  Annex  VIII. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  there  was  an  increased  importa- 
tion from  the  latter  of  tea,  coffee,  spices,  raw  wool,  woollen  and 
cotton  yarn,  jute,  dye  stuff',  iron  assorted  and  in  plates,  cast  iron 
worked,  tin,  lead,  zinc,  wire,  chemical  products  and  cotton 
manufactures. 

The  British  goods  imported  in  smaller  quantities  than  in  1900 
were :  wine,  spirits  and  beer,  rice,  raw  cotton,  bricks,  tiles  and 
pipes,  coal  and  coke,  raw  cast  iron,  iron  and  steel  worked,  hard- 
ware, steel  worked  machinery  (agricultural  and  other),  flax,  hemp 
and  woollen  manufactures. 
Buflsiim  Although  the  balance  of  the  European  trade  of  Bussia  in  1901 

i^ma  ^'  according  to  the  returns  of  the  Customs  Department,  in  her 

favour  to  the  extent  of  21,919,375/.,  an  opinion  has  been  ex- 
pressed in  one  of  the  leading  Eussian  journals  that  this  favourable 
balance  is  only  a  seeming  one,  being  in  reality  the  outcome  of  the 
depressed  economical  condition  of  the  country. 

A  careful  analysis  of  the  data  contained  in  the  trade  returns 
for  1901,  show  that  the  increase  of  the  balance  of  trade  in  1901, 
as  compared  with  1900,  is  attributable  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
diminution  of  imports  to  the  extent  of  5,227,075/.,  while  the 
exports  inci-eased  by  4,361,350/.  Decreased  importation,  however, 
was  not  the  result  of  a  development  of  native  manufacturing 
industry,  but  of  its  decline.  This  is  evident  from  the  diminished 
importation  in  the  past  year  of  coals,  coke,  cast  and  wrought  iron, 
steel,  copper  and  machinery,  i.e.y  the  staple  requirements  of  all  in- 
dustrial works  and  establishments. 

Especially  marked  was  the  smaller  quantity  of  machinery 
imported,  a  decrease  amounting  in  value  to  more  than  2,000,000/. 

The  data  above  cited  tend  clearly  to  prove  the  existence  of  the 
industrial  crisis  in  1901,  and  the  diminished  importation  in  that 
year  of  raw  cotton,  in  spite  of  an  increase  of  the  population 
shows  that  this  crisis  spread  to  the  cotton  industry,  which  had 
hitherto  been  the  most  stable  and  flourishing  branch  of  manufac- 
ture in  Eussia. 

It  is  grain  that  consititutes  the  chief  value  of  Eussian  ex- 
portation, and  this  exportation  is  considered  excessive. 

While  the  last  five  years  were  accompanied  by  a  succession  of 
failures  of  the  harvest,  the  loss  entailed  by  these  to  the  country 
being  estimated  by  the  Ministry  of  Finance  at  no  less  than 
100,000,000/.,  the  export  of  grain  attained  larger  and  larger 
proportions.  Thus  in  1899  5,500,000  tons  of  grain  were  shipped 
abroad;  in  1900  6,700,000  tons,  and  in  1901  7,500,000  tons. 
Another  unfavourable  feature  in  this  alarmingly  progressive 
exportation  of  grain  is  the  declhie  in  the  price  of  wheat.  In 
1898  it  was  sold  in  Eussia  at  1  r.  9  c.  per  pood ;  in  1899  it  fell 
to  99  c. ;  in  1900  to  892  c. ;  and  in  1901  to  886  c. 

In  spite  of  increased  sales  of  grain  abroad  in  1901 — to  the 
extent  of  79,032  tons — the  loss  on  its  sale  value  amounted  to 
more  than  1,000,000/. 
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The  impending  imposition  of  duties  on  all  Russian  grain  by 
(Germany  threatens  a  still  further  diminution  of  its  value  at  home, 
and  this  must  be  particularly  apprehended  in  regard  to  rye,  of 
which  Germany  has  hitherto  been  a  large  importer. 

In  view  of  all  the  foregoing  arguments  and  figures,  and  not- 
withstanding the  seemingly  satisfactory  nature  of  the  Bussian 
customs  returns  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Eussia  in  1901,  these 
latter  in  reality  cannot  but  produce  a  melancholy  impression. 

The  chief  feature  of  the  foreign  import  trade  of  Russia  is  the  General 
predominating  influx  of  German  goods  and  products.  That  this  remarks, 
is  so  is  chiefly  due  to  the  neighbouring  geographical  position  of 
Germany,  as  also  to  the  activity  displayed  by  her  commercial 
agents  and  travellers,  who  in  every  way  seek  to  secure  pur- 
chasers by  extension  of  periods  of  credit  and  adaptation  of  their 
goods  to  Russian  requirements,  particularly  in  the  quotation  of 
weights,  measures  and  prices  in  Russian  equivalents.  As  stated 
in  another  part  of  this  report,  Germany  is  not  our  only  rival  in 
Russian  markets. 

The  competition  of  the  United  States  of  America  is  also 
yearly  becoming  stronger,  and  to  the  United  Kingdom  more 
dangerous  than  German  endeavours  in  the  same  direction. 
American  goods  (hardware,  agricultural  implements,  &c.)  enjoy  a 
better  reputation  in  this  country  for  durability  and  excellence  of 
workmanship  than  those  of  Germany,  and,  moreover,  they  compete 
with  such  articles  as  were  formerly  considered  British  specialities. 
In  many  bi-anches  of  these,  American  makes  are  already  taking 
first  rank  in  this  country,  and  at  the  risk  of  expressing  almost  a 
platitude  it  must  be  said  that  ground  once  lost  is  almost  impossible 
to  regain. 

To  maintain  and  improve  the  present  British  position,  the 
first  and  most  important  condition  is  the  employment  of  propejrly 
qualified  and  energetic  agents  and  travellers,  who,  for  a  good 
commission,  would  push  British  products  to  the  greatest  extent 
possible.  This  is  a  most  important  point,  and  is  the  real  key  to 
the  whole  position  of  British  trade  in  Russia. 

In  the  appointment  of  agents  it  is  desirable  that  such  be  bound 
to  represent  only  the  firm  by  which  lie  is  appointed,  and  that  he 
should  in  no  way  be  associated  with  native  or  German  houses, 
the  advantage  of  this  being  self-evident  But  to  secure  such  un- 
divided service  a  fixed  rate  of  remuneration  will  be  necessary,  plus 
a  good  commission  on  all  sales  effected. 

In  order  to  reduce  the  cost  which  this  would^  entail,  a  group 
of  British  manufacturers,  engaged  in  diflerent  non-competing 
branches  of  industry,  might  combine  to  appoint  a  common  agent. 
For  general  information  it  may  be  stated  that  the  chief  Russian 
markets  are  those  of  Moscow,  St.  Petersburg,  Warsaw,  Odessa  and 
Riga.  Although  St.  Petersburg  has  less  distributive  power  than 
Moscow,  yet,  being  the  port  of  importation  of  the  latter,  it  should 
not  be  disregarded,  and,  moreover,  an  agent  residing  at  St.  Peters- 
burg will  easily  be  able  to  find  a  properly  qualified  sul^agent  in 
Moscow.     St  Petersburg  may  also  be  recommended  for  the  seat 
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of  an  agent,  as,  being  more  European  in  character  than  the  older 
capital,  and  for  the  more  international  trend  of  its  trade.  The 
usual  British  mode  of  business  does  not  find  much  favour  in 
Eussia.  By  confining  the  agent  to  a  certain  price,  and  deducting 
the  usual  discount  for  cash,  a  small  number  of  customers  may  at 
first  be  secured,  but  as  this  practically  amounts  to  purchase  for 
cash,  it  obliges  the  agent  to  increase  his  prices  on  transactions  in 
which  cash  is  not  immediately  paid  in  order  to  insure  himself 
against  loss.  The  enhancement  of  price  resulting  from  this 
necessarily  leads  to  the  curtailment  of  orders.  As  a  remedy  it 
may  be  suggested  that  the  usual  credit  of  30  days,  usually  given 
by  British  merchants  and  manufacturers  to  Russian  customers 
should  be  considerably  extended,  especially  when  the  solvency 
of  the  creditor  is  beyond  reasonable  doubt ;  moreover,  the  prices 
quoted  should  include  freight,  insurance  and  delivery  of  goods  in 
Russia,  which  is  the  usual  German  custom. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  here  be  observed  that  there  will  always 
exist  in  Russia  a  strong  demand  for  foreign  goods,  which  all 
classes  regard  as  superior  to  those  of  native  production ;  among 
such  goods  those  of  British  origin  stand  pre-eminent  in  public 
estimation. 

The  present  condition  of  Russian  markets,  owing  to  the  con- 
trolling part  played  in  them  by  Grerman  goods,  tells  unfavourably 
against  British  manufacturers,  price  not  quality  regulating  com- 
mercial transactions.  In  regard  to  woollen  tissues  this  is  specially 
the  case,  and  is  due  to  the  ignorance  of  Russian  dealers  and  of 
the  public  in  general,  who  are  unable  to  distinguish  between 
genuine  British  goods  and  their  spurious  German  imitations, 
generally  very  neatly  paxjked,  and  often  bearing  British  super- 
scriptions for  the  purpose  of  misleading  purchasers. 

All  attempts  to  spread  knowledge  among  the  Russian  public 
of  the  superiority  of  British  goods  ought  to  be  heartily  greeted 
and  readily  supported  by  British  traders,  considering  that  the 
Russian  merchant  will  not  of  his  own  accord  pay  dearer  for  goods 
on  account  of  their  quality  unless  he  is  forced  to  do  so  by  a  de- 
mand on  the  part  of  enlightened  and  discriminating  customers. 

Although  the  high  protective  rates   of   the  Russian  customs 
tariff,  and  the  present    unfavourable  economic  condition  of  the 
country  serve  as  serious  obstacles  to  any  great  extension  of  British 
imports  into  Russia,  there  yet  remains  a  margin  for  the  increase 
of  the  trade,  within  which  the  United  Kingdom  should  be  able 
successfully  to  compete  with  German  and  American  rivals,  who 
suffer  under  the  same  disabilities  in  point  of  high  customs  duties, 
&c.,  and  overcome  them  to  a  great  extent  by  energy  and  multi- 
plicity of  transactions. 
British  manu-        I  venture  to  submit  that  an  increased  trade  with  this  country 
facfcuies,  Ac.,  could  be  effected  in  the  following  articles  : — 
pushed?^  *  Hardware  and  cutlery  of  native  origin  are  generally  of  low 

Hardware       quality,  and  those  of    foreign   make    are  mostly    supplied    by 
and  cutlerj.    Germany,  which  commands  the  market  in  this  branch  owing  to 
comparative  cheapness  of  prices;  but  an  increase  of  active  and 
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intelligent  agents  andj  commercial  travellers,  both  for  hardware 
and  cutlery,  might  secure  a  lai^er  demand  for  these  goods  of 
British  manufacture,  the  make  of  which  are  admitted  in  Bussia 
to  be  the  best  and  cheapest  in  the  end. 

Agricultural  machines  and  implements  are  to  a  great  extent  Agrioultona 
supplied  by  Germany,  America  and  Austria,  and  a  larger  sale  of  maohines  and 
these  articles  of    British  manufacture  might  be  created  in  the  ^""P^""^**' 
Bussian  market  by  more  assiduous  pushing  and  by  readier  com- 
pliance with  local  requirements. 

Timber  sawing  machinery  is  in  considerable  demand  in  Bussia,  Maohineiy, 
and   German   competition   in  this   branch  is  beginning  to   tell  &o.,  for 
seriously.     British  manufacturers  of  saws  and  sawing  machines  ^^  "^"^ 
are  not  numerously  represented  here,  nor    do   some    of    these 
firms  show  a  readiness  as   the  Germans   do  to   adopt  hints  of 
their  customers  and  modify  their  wares  in  greater  accordance 
with   climatic  conditions.     As  regards  circular  saws  the  United 
Kingdom  still  liolds  the  market,  but  with  other  descriptions  it 
is  far  from  doing  so. 

For  mining  machinery   there   is   also   an   opening  which  is  Mining  and 
yearly  widening  with  the  completion  of  the  main  trunk  Siberian  otl»«'. 

line.  '  machinery. 

Pumps,  lifts  and  other  general  machinery  are  in  demand, 
especially  if  they  present  novel  and  genuine  features.  The 
sale  of  these,  as  also  of  tools  for  various  purposes,  might  be 
pushed  if  a  greater  number  of  agents  were  employed  and  the 
prices  reduced  very  closely  to  the  German  and  American  levels. 

Asbestos  felting  and  the  raw  material  do  not  yet  meet  with  a  Asbettoe 
large  demand  in  Bussia ;  there  is,  however,  a  good  demand  for  felting, 
millboard  and  composition. 

The  finer  qualities  of  paper  are  not  manufactured  in  Bussia,  Paper, 
that  which  is  produced  is  mostly  "  wrapper,*'  "  books  "  and  "  low 
writings  "  (the  kind  called  "  news  "  comes  from  Finland).  There 
is  apparently,  therefore,  a  good  opening  in  Bussia  for  paper  of 
superior  British  make,  which  is  here  acknowledged  as  the  best  in 
existence.  Foreign  competition,  however,  in  the  paper  trade 
generally  is  extremely  acute,  prices  being  cut  down  to  almost 
unprofitable  dimensions. 

Woollen  goods  are  ousted  out  of  the  Bussian  market  mostly  Woollen 
by  German  competition,  which    also    disadvantageously   affects  6<**^- 
native  goods  of  this  class. 

It  is  said  that  Germans  use  Bussia  for  the  clearance  of  their 
stocks.  In  spite  of  all  this  competition  the  superiority  of  British 
woollen  goods  is  recognised  and  appreciated. 

The  highest  number  of  cotton  yam  manufactured  in  Bussia,  Cotton  yam. 
namely,  at  Lodz,  is  70,  and  up  to  60  in  the  Moscow  district ; 
liigher  numbers  cannot  be  spun  here  at  remunerative  prices. 

The  direct  importation  of  British  leather  is  very  small.    Among  Leather, 
the  leather  goods  imported  transmission  belts  occupy  a  prominent 
place.     Sole  leather,  although  now  manufactured  in  Warsaw  and 
the  Baltic  provinces,  continues  to  be  imported.     High-class  fancy 
French  leather  goods  are  successfully  imitated  in  Berlin  and  find 
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a  large  sale  in  Bussia.  In  view  of  the  excellence  and  durability 
of  British  leather  goods,  a  demand  might  be  stimulated  for  them 
in  Russia. 

The  conditions  for  their  successful  sale  would  be  design,  finish, 
durability  and  a  price  accessible  to  middle-class  customers. 

British  china  and  earthenware  are  known  to  be  the  best  pro- 
duced, and  yet  British  manufacturers  do  not  seem  to  make  much 
effort  to  find  a  place  for  their  wares  on  the  Russian  market, 
confining,  it  is  said,  their  activity  to  a  small  class  of  purchasers. 
By  employment  of  good  travellers  the  German  supply  in  this 
branch  of  trade  could  be  much  reduced. 

Optical,  scientific,  photographic  and  other  instruments  and 
apparatus  would  find  a  considerable  sale  in  Russia,  judging  by  the 
business  done  in  these  articles  by  Germany.  The  services  of  a 
good  permanent  or  travelling  agent  for  British  goods  of  this  class 
could  be  advantageously  employed. 

The  demand  for  bicycles  is  not  so  great  as  formerly  in  this 
country,  this  being  partly  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  are  not  so 
much  in  vogue  now,  moreover,  an  increase  in  the  demand  for  them 
is  to  a  great  extent  checked  by  the  badness  of  the  roads  throughout 
the  country. 

The  use  of  motor-cars  is  on  the  increase  in  this  country,  but 
owing  to  the  unsatLsfactory  condition  of  the  high  roads  their 
employment  is  as  yet  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  capitals  and 
chief  towns  of  Russia.  Their  price,  moreover,  renders  them  un- 
approachable to  the  general  public. 

The  use  of  typewriters  continues  to  spread  in  Russia.  The 
best  for  importation  are  those  adapted  to  the  use  of  different 
languages  and  alphabets.  American  machines  command  the 
greatest  sale,  but  a  good  and  cheap  typewriter  with  some  novel 
feature  in  its  construction  should  find  a  good  market  in  Russia. 

In  sewing  machines  a  good  business  is  done,  but  to  enable  a 
machine  of  this  kind  to  compete  successfully,  it  must  possess  some 
novel  character  and  be  sold  cheap,  at  all  events  when  first  placed 
on  the  market. 

Phonographs  and  gramophones,  especially  the  latter,  are 
growing  in  demand  here,  and  a  good  opportunity  presents  itself 
for  establisliing  such  instruments  of  British  manufacture  in  the 
Russian  market. 

The  business  in  electric  fittings  and  installation  is  mostly  in 
German  hands,  competition  being  rendered  difficult  in  this 
branch  of  industry  by  the  low  prices  of  the  Germans,  but  the 
Russian  consumer  is  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  the  cheap 
German  article  is  but  of  little  value  and  costs  more  in  the  main 
than  more  expensive  fittings. 

It  is  considered  that  the  trade  in  this  branch  has  a  good 
future,  and  British  manufacturers  should  spare  no  effort  to  prove 
to  the  Russian  purchaser  the  superiority  of  their  productions  in 
this  particular  industry. 

Although  copper  is  produced  in  Russia  the  native  supply  is 
far  from  being  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  increasing  demand  for  it 
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arising  from  the  steady  development  of  electricity  in  this  country. 
British  dealers  in  this  metal  would  have  to  do  business  chiefly 
with  persons  of  good  means,  so  that  every  possible  facility  given 
would  only  tend  to  secure  the  market. 

Tin  continues  to  be  an  important  item  of  importation  into  this  Tin. 
country' and  should  be  maintained. 

The  manufacture  of  tin  plates  in  Bussia  exhibits  a  steady 
development,  progressing  pari  passu  with  the  production  of 
Russian  petroleum,  for  which  industry  tin  plates  are  indis- 
pensable. 

Only  a  comparatively  small  quantity  of  lead  is  obtained  in  Lead. 
Bussia,  and  the  importation  of  it  is,  therefore,  large. 

Zinc  is  in  great  demand  here  and  is  also  obtained  from  mines  ^^^ 
in  this  country ;  in  point  of  quality,  however,  the  Bussian  product 
cannot  bear  comparison  with  the  foreign  ore,  especially  for  pur- 
poses where  purity  of  the  metal  is  an  essential  condition.  The 
use  of  galvanised  iron  is  spreading  over  the  country,  which 
necessarily  entails  an  increase  in  the  demand  for  zinc.  The  native 
supply  being  far  from  sufficient,  large  quantities  of  zinc  are  im- 
ported, mostly  from  Silesia 

The  demand  for  antimony  has  likewise  much  increased  of  Antimony, 
late,   being    required    for    printers  type.      The   supply  of  this 
article  to  Bussia  should  not   be  overlooked   by  British   metal 
dealers,  and  it  might  be  exported  with  advantage  from  London 
direct. 

The  use  of  aluminium  and  nickel  is  also  on  the  increase  in  Aluminium 
Bussia.  Nickel  is  used,  among  other  purposes,  for  galvanising,  and  nickel, 
which  industry  exhibits  considerable  growth. 

Mercury  is  now  obtained  in   South   Bussia  in  considerable  Mercury, 
quantities;   in  respect  to   the  product  in  question    Bussia    is 
more  of  a  competitor  in  the  world's  market  than  a  purchaser,  the 
Bussian  supply  being  too  large  for  home  consumption. 

Manganese  iron  is  obtained  in  large  quantities  from  mines  Manganese 
situated  in  the  province  of  Kutais,  and  is  almost  all  exported  iron, 
abroad.       The    industry,   however,   suflFers    from    the   want    of 
good  means  of  communication,  which  check  its  development  to 
greater  proportions. 

The  importation  of  tallow  is  on  the  increase  and  promises  to  Tallow, 
develop  still  further. 

Shellac  finds   a  good  market,  being  used  for  the  manufac-  Sbellae. 
ture  of  sealing  wax,  which   is   used   on  a   very  large  scale  in 
Bussia. 

The  indiarubber  industry  is  one  of  the  most  remunerative  in  indiarubber. 
Bussia,  and  is  conducted  by  wealthy  companies.     British  dealers  in 
the  product  should  bear  this  in  mind  and  afford  every  facility  to 
purchasers  of  the  commodity  in  question. 

The  non-native  fibres  used  in  Bussia  for  manufacturing  and  Fibres, 
other  purposes  are  cotton,  jute,  manilla  hemp,  coir,  kapok,  v^e- 
table  hair,  &c.     This  trade  requires  careful  watching,  as  sustained 
efforts  are  being  made,  on  the  part  of  competitors  in  the  supply 
of  these  fibres,  to  command  the  Bussian  market. 
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Bleached  coir  is  used  for  washing  purposes  at  St.  Petersburg 
and  other  large  Bussian  towns. 

Coffee.  Coffee  is  shipped  to  Eussia  principally  from  Hambui-g   and 

Amsterdam, -the  other  ports  of  exportation  being  insignificant. 
The  kinds  mostly  in  vogue  here  axe  Brazilian  (Santos  and  Rio), 
almost  all  coloured,  Salvador  and  Nicaragua  (coloured),  Gautemala, 
Caracas,  Costa  Bica  and  other  bluish  kinds  (a  little  coaled),  Java 
is  also  greatly  imported  (pure,  but  a  little  coaled),  a  small  quantity 
comes  also  from  Liberia.  It  is  alleged  that  British  dealere  in 
coffee,  taking  but  little  interest  in  the  supply  of  this  article  to 
Bussia,  make  no  effort  to  destroy  the  monopoly  which  the 
Germans  have  established  in  this  trade. 

It  must  be  observed  that  adulteration  on  a  large  scale  is 
practised  in  the  coffee  trade,  and  mostly  to  satisfy  two  require- 
ments ;  cheap  price  and  good  kinds.  Energetic  action  is  necessary 
on  the  part  of  British  traders  to  render  these  frauds  manifest,  and 
so  create  a  demand  for  a  genuine  article.  The  result  cannot  be 
but  beneficial  to  British  legitimate  trade. 

Bice.  Of  the  many  kinds  of  rice,  only  two  are  of  importance  in 

Bussia — Bangoon  and  Patna;  the  latter  is  imported  in  smaller 
quantities  than  the  former,  which,  however,  at  times  cannot 
compete  successfully  with  the  Persian  commodity. 

When  the  rice  harvest  fails  in  Persia  a  great  opportunity  is 
afforded  here  for  the  Bangoon  product.  Vitreous  rice  is  mostly  in 
demand. 

Chemioalfl.  The    chemical    industry    of    Eussia    cannot    be    said    to   be 

flourishing.  Notwithstanding  high  customs  rates  it  cannot  over- 
come Gterman  competition  owing  to  the  latter  having  in  its  favour 
cheapness  of  raw  materials,  wider  markets  and  greater  technical 
skill 

The  chemical  products  manufactured  in  Bussia  are  as 
follows : — acids  :  sulphuric,  boracic,  chromic,  nitric,  hydrochloric ; 
acetate,  alum;  chromalum,  soda,  caustic  soda,  tannin,  copperas, 
aluminate  (sulphate  of),  bleaching  powder,  chlorate  of  zinc,  potash, 
liquor  of  ammonia,  salts  of  silver  and  gold,  phosphor,  sulphur, 
glycerine,  stearine,  superphosphates  (to  a  small  extent),  salicilic 
acid,  ether,  chloroform,  cyanate  of  potassium. 

Cyanide  of  potassium  is  produced  in  the  Ural  for  mining 
purposes,  but  in  quantities  far  from  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  grow- 
ing demand  for  it. 

As  a  demand  for  chemical  products  from  foreign  countries 
must  increase  in  Bussia,  and  as  the  supply  even  of  the  existing 
demand  is  attended  with  considerable  profit,  British  manufac- 
turers cannot  watch  it  too  closely,  in  order  to  secure  a  good 
portion  of  it 

Drugs  are  also  largely  impoited  into  Bussia,  where  all  the  chief 
German  firms  have  their  agents,  whicli  would  imply  profitable 
business. 

Aniline  dyes.  Owing  to  a  constant  demand  on  the  part  of  tlie  native  textile 
industry,  aniline  dyes  have  a  ready  sale  in  Bussia,  and  consequently 
almost  all  the  German  houses  have  not  only  agencies  but  branches 
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iu  Moscow  for  their  sale.  As  British  manufacturers  hold  their 
own  in  this  industry,  the  good  Russian  market  for  it  should  not 
be  neglected  by  them.  It  must  be  remarked  that  Russian  manu- 
facturers of  coal  gas  make  no  use  of  its  valuable  by-products. 

Although  colours  and  pigments  (lead   white,    baryta   white,  OoIoum  and 
minorum,    &c.)    are    produced    in    Russia,    it    still    aflfords    aP^®°*** 
field    for    the    disposed    of   colours    and    pigments    of     various 
descriptions. 

Writing  ink  is  prepared  in  Russia  and  of  good  quality ;  but  Tnk,  writing. 
German  ink  yet  finds  its  way  into  the  country.     Such  being  the 
case  why  should  the  British  product  not  enter  the  field  of  com- 
petition on  a  larger  scale  than  at  present  ? 

Owing  to  an   increasing  demand   for  perfumery  in   Russia  EsMntial  oils, 
essential  oils  are  in  great  request    They  are  to  some  extent  manu- 
factured in  Russia,  but  the  greater  portion  of  the  local  demand  for 
them  is  satisfied  by  Germany. 

Starch  is  manufactured  in  this  country,  and  cannot  be  imported  starch, 
owing  to  a  prohibitive  customs  rate. 

With  reference  to  several  of  the  above  products  (coffee,  &c.)  it 
is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  instead  of  such  being  exported  direct  to 
Russia  from  the  United  Kingdom,  they  arrive  here  by  way  of 
Hamburg,  Germany  thus  serving  as  an  intermediary  and  earning 
profits  which  should  go  to  the  United  Kingdom.  As  transit  trade 
constitutes  a  most  important  element  in  British  commerce,  it  is 
ahnost  of  vital  necessity  that  the  United  Kingdom  should 
retain  it 

It  is  in  the  direct  interest  of  British  merchants  not  to  allow 
German  houses  to  supplant  them  in  this  matter  of  transit  trade,  in 
so  far  even  as  it  affects  the  Russian  market  The  establishment 
of  branches  by  British  firms  in  Hamburg  mur.t  have  a  further 
disastrous  effect  on  direct  trade,  inasmu(*li  as  it  leads  the 
uninitiated  to  suppose,  as  is  the  case  in  Russia,  that  Hamburg 
is  the  chief  depdt  of  the  world  for  all  goods,  especially  those  of 
the  colonial  class. 

The  export  of  grain  of  all  kinds  and  its  products  f I'om  the  port  Trade  of  St. 
of  St  Petersburg  during  the  past  year,  amounting  in   all  to  Petersburg. 
24,550,647  cwts.,  proved    above    the    average    of    that   of   the  Exports, 
preceding  decennial  period. 

The  grain  exported  (Annex  IX)  consisted  chiefly  of  oats.    Of  Oats, 
these  10,173,931  cwts.  were  in  all  shipped  (5,079,629  cwts.  to  the 
United   Kingdom),  or  886,672  cwts.  in  excess  of  the  preceding 
year.    The  export  of  this  grain  in  1901  was  Isu-ger  than  that  of 
any  year  during  the  preceding  decennial  period. 

(}wing  to  the  failure  of  the  harvest  of  rye,  arising  from  drought,  Bje. 
it  was  exported  to  a  smaller  extent,  vi2.,  only  3,697,685  cwts.,  as 
compared  with  5,213,166  cwts.   in  1900.     The  shipments  were 
chiefly  to  Germany,  Belgium   and  Holland,  none  going  to  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Wheat  was  exported  from   St.  Petersburg-Oronstadt  to  the  Wheat, 
extent  of  only  345,645  cwts.  (including  87,719  cwts.  to  the  United 
Kingdom),  a  quantity  smaller  by  519,756  cwts.  than  that  shipped 
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to  all  countries  in  1900,  and  constituted  O"?  per  cent,  of  all  the 
wheat  (44,481,857  cwts.)  exported  in  the  year  under  review  from 
all  the  Russian  ports.  As  much  as  67  per  cent,  of  the  wheat 
exported  from  Russia  in  1901  went  from  the  Black  Sea  and  Azov 
ports.  Of  late  the  Russian  grain  market  is  being  largely  supplied 
with  Siberian  wheat.  Of  the  many  varieties  of  the  latter  that  of 
Tobolsk  is  growing  annually  in  favour,  owing  to  the  purity 
and  dryness  of  the  grain.  The  quantity  of  wheat  remaining 
unshipped  at  St.  Petersburg  towards  the  end  of  1901  amounted  to 
336,519  cwts. 

Peas.  The   quantity   of    peas    shipped    reached    386,409    cwts.,  or 

281,938  cwts.  in  excess  of  that  exported  in  1900.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  augmentation  the  quantity  exported  was  below  the 
average  of  the  last  10  years. 

Linseed.  Only  151,082  cwts.  of  linseed  were  exported  from  St.  Peters- 

burg in  1901,  as  compared  with  663,051  cwts.  in  1900;  this 
diminution  is  mainly  attributable  to  the  failure  of  the  crop,  as  also 
partly  to  a  larger  home  demand,  consequent  on  the  increase  of  oil 
works  in  Russia.  The  quantity  of  linseed  shipped  to  the  United 
Kingdom  from  this  port  amounted  in  1901  to  145,074  cwts.,  and 
the  whole  quantity  exported  was  the  smallest  on  record  daring 
the  last  decennial  period.  Very  little  remained  of  it  at  St. 
Petersburg  at  the  end  of  the  year — only  3,354  cwts. 

Oilcake.  Oil  cake  was  exported  to  the  extent  of  51,629  tons,  or  4,532 

tons  less  than  in  1900.  The  oil  cake  shipped  consisted  of  the 
following  kinds : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Sunflower  seed  cake           

Linseed 

Hemp  and  other  seed        

Tons. 

16,097 

28,661 

6,871 

Total        

51,629 

Eussian  oil  cake  is  chiefly  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
France  and  Denmark,  smaller  quantities  also  going  to  Sweden, 
Germany  and  Belgium. 

Bristles.  The  export  trade  of  bristles  is  visibly  declining  at  the  port 

of  St.  Petersburg  owing  to  its  compulsory  brack  thereat,  to  which 
it  is  not  subjected  at  other  Russian  ports.  About  30  years  ago 
the  annual  export  of  bristles  from  St.  Petersburg  was  from  1,200 
to  1,300  tons.  In  1901  only  335  tons  were  shipped  abroad,  a 
quantity  which  was  much  below  the  average  exportation  of  the 
last  10  years.  Leipzig  has  now  taken  the  place  of  St.  Petersburg 
as  the  centre  of  the  trade  in  bristles. 

Butter.  Butter   is    annually   shipped   in    larger   quantities   from   St. 

Petersburg,  where  3,226  tons  of  it  were  exported,  as  compared 

^  with  3,130  tons  in  the  previous  year.     It  principally  supplies  the 

demand  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  Denmark,  Germany  likewise 

taking  some  of  it. 
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Flax  is  not  largely  exported  from  St.  Petersburg,  this  being  f]|^x. 
done  by  the  Lower  Baltic  ports,  whence  it  is  shipped  almost 
entirely  to  the  United  Kingdom.  The  quantity  shipped  from 
St.  Petersburg  in  1901  was  below  the  average  of  the  last  five 
years  and  amounted  only  to  2,600  tons,  as  compared  with 
7,196  tons  in  the  preceding  season.  To  the  failure  of  the 
linseed  crop  last  year  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  the 
diminished  quantity  of  Kussian  flax  exported  from  all  Bussian 
ports  is  entirely  due.  The  shipment  of  flax,  codilla  and  tow 
was  on  a  larger  scale  than  in  1900,  5,000  tons  of  it  having  been 
exported.  This  quantity  was,  however,  below  the  average  of  the 
previous  five  years. 

The  customs  returns  for  the  import  trade  of  St.  Petersburg  Imporu. 
durin£^  the  past  year  being  still  incomplete,  no  detailed  review  of 
this  trade  can  here  be  given.    The  Exchange  Committee  of  St 
Petersburg  have,  however,  supplied  particulars  (Annex  X)  respect- 
ing the  importation  of  the  following  articles : — 

Of  coffee  3,649  tons  were  imported  at  St.  Petersburg,  chiefly  Coffee, 
of  the  Santos,  Eio,  Salvador,  Guatemala  and  Mexican  kinds,  also 
Java,  which  commands  a  higher  price  in  this  market. 

In  the  wholesale  trade  the  lowest  prices  for  Santos  and  Bio 
coffees  were  10  r.  50  c.  per  poud  (3/.  9s.  6d.  per  cwt.),  including 
customs  duty  and  incidental  charges.  The  coffee  supplied  to  the 
Eussian  market  comes  almost  entirely  from  Hamburg,  which  in  the 
opinion  of  competent  judges  should  be  replaced  by  London. 

Cotton  was  imported  at  St.  Petersburg  in  1901  to  the  extent  Cotton. 
of  26,242  tons  or  6,306  tons  less  than  in  the  year  immediately 
preceding,  the  diminished  importation  being  attributable  to  the 
existing  depression  in  the  Kussian  cotton  manufacturing  industry. 
In  the  importation  of  cotton  Hambuig  plays  no  intermediate  part 
as  it  does  in  coffee,  the  commodity  coming  direct  to  Russia  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  America  and  I^ypt. 

There  existed  for  many  years  a  compulsory  brack  of  herrings  Herrings, 
at  St.  Petersburg,  but  in  1895,  it  was  made  optional.  Scotch 
herrings  being  very  delicate  and  arriving  generally  at  St  Peters- 
burg at  the  hottest  season  are  invariably  bracked,  by  which  means 
they  command  a  surer  sale.  The  quantity  of  Scotch  herrings 
imported  at  St.  Petersburg  during  the  last  season  was  77,868| 
barrels.  This  importation,  although  exceeding  that  of  1900 
(50,466  barrels),  was  yet  below  the  average  of  the  last  decennial 
period. 

Of  tea  1,032  tons  were  imported  at  St.  Petersburg  in  1901,  as  Tea. 
compared  with  936  tons  in  the  preceding  year.  Unfortunately 
the  customs  returns  afford  no  information  of  the  quantity  of 
Indian  and  Ceylon  teas  imported,  but  it  can  be  asserted  that  their 
importation  is  annually  ou  the  increase.  They  are  mostly  used 
for  blending  with  Chinese  teas. 

Coals,  coke  and  patent  fuel  were  imported  at  St.  Petersburg  CoaIs,  ooke 
during  the  last  year  in  smaller  quantities  than  during  the  three  *^  patent 
preceding  years,  as  appears  from  the  following  statement : —  ^'**^* 

(124)  B 
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Ymr. 

Quantity. 

Coal. 

Ck>ke. 

1 

1    Patent  Fuel. 

1901 
1900 
1899 
1898 

. .         ••         .. 

TonB. 
1,427,239 
1,639,089 
1,914,098 
1,487,691 

Tom. 

71,888 
128,126 
184,866 
107,027 

Tons. 

,          22,812 

!         81,847 

33,749 

32,651 

Oaatiron. 


Machinery  of 
all  kinds. 


British 
shipping  at  St. 
Petersburg- 
Cronstadt. 


The  diminution  in  the  importation  of  the  above  articles  during 
the  past  year  was  almost  entirely  due  to  industrial  depression  in 
this  country. 

Cast  iron  was  imported  at  St.  Petersburg  in  1901  only  to  the 
extent  of  9,188  tons,  a  quantity  slightly  in  excess  of  the  importa- 
tion of  1900,  but  far  below  that  of  previous  years,  which  must 
also  be  attributed  to  industrial  depression  in  Russia,  and  in  a 
measure  to  a  larger  home  production. 

Machinery  of  all  kinds  showed  in  its  importation  at  this  port 
a  serious  decrease  last  year,  and  this  is  likewise  attributable  to 
the  above  cause.  Only  7,403  tons  of  it  were  imported,  as  com- 
pared with  13,903  tons  in  1900.  Parts  of  machinery  were  also 
imported  in  a  diminished  quantity. 

The  tonnage  of  British  vessels  at  St.  Petersburg-Cronstadt 
e^chibited  during  the  navigation  season  of  1901  (Annex  XI) 
considerable  diminution  as  compared  with  the  preceding  season, 
its  relative  percentage  being  only  32*1  of  the  tonnage  of  vessels 
of  all  nationalities,  as  against  35'1  in  1900.  On  reference  to 
Annex  XI  it  will  be  found  that  while  British  tonnage  at  this  port 
has  been  progressively  declining  for  a  series  of  years,  its  place  is 
as  steadily  being  taken  by  German,  Swedish,  Norwegian  and 
Danish  shipping. 

During  the  past  season  the  tonnage  of  British  vessels  that 
frequented  St.  Petersburg-Cronstadt  amounted  to  456,140 
registered  tons,  as  against  541,567  tons  in  1900,  and  a  diminution 
of  nearly  30  per  cent.,  compared  with  the  average  of  British 
tonnage  for  the  period  1891-95.  Taking  the  average  of  the 
latter  period  for  German,  Swedish-Norwegian  and  Danish  tonnage 
it  will  be  found  that  the  increase  of  that  tonnage  was  respectively 
123, 116  and  80  per  cent. 

A  still  more  unfavourable  feature  in  this  decay  of  British 
tonnage  is  that  it  is  not  confined  to  St.  Petersburg-Cronstadt,  but 
continues  to  be  visible  at  all  other  Eussian  ports,  while  the  tonnage 
of  vessels,  particularly  that  of  Grermany,  Sweden,  Norway  and 
Denmark,  in  relation  to  the  total  of  tonnage  of  vessels  of  aU 
nationalities,  is  yearly  on  the  increase. 

The  Imperial  Customs  Department  has  not  yet  published  the 
statistics  bearing  on  this  point  for  the  past  year,  but  for  1900  they 
are  complete,  and  fully  bear  out  the  foregoing  statement. 

Annex  XII  shows  that  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  British  vessels 
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at  all  Enssian  ports  in  1900  amounted  only  to  3,153,167  tons,  as 
compared  with  3,643,738  tons  in  1899,  and  with  4,832,146  tons, 
which  was  the  average  of  the  same  for  1893-97.  Compared  with 
1899  the  decrease  in  1900  represents  13  per  cent,  and  35  per 
cent,  with  the  average  of  that  tonnage  for  1893-97. 

The  navigation  season  of  1901  at  the  port  of  St.  Petersburg-  Duration  of 
Cronstadt  lasted  215  days,  opening  on  May  3   and   closing  on  «»▼>«»*«>» 
December  3,  which  duration  was  above  the  average  for  the  pre- 
ceding 10  years  by  five  days. 

The  new  port  of  St.  Petersburg  at  Gutuyeff  Island  still  leaves  ^^ort  of  St. 
very  much  to  be  desired  in  regard  to  its  capabilities  for  berthing,  '^•*«»^'«K- 
loading,  and  discharging  of  vessels,  as  also  for  warehousing  of 
gooda  The  work  of  enlargement  and  improvement  is  in  progress, 
but  unfortunately  at  a  rate  which  promises  but  little  for  its  com- 
pletion at  an  early  date.  The  accommodation  for  shipping  at 
the  port  of  St.  Petersburg  along  its  whole  area,  which  includes,  in 
addition  to  the  new  port,  a  portion  of  the  quays  of  the  river,  is  so 
inadequate  that  the  trade  of  this  capital,  both  export  and  import, 
shows  visible  signs  of  decay  and  deviation  to  the  lower  Baltic 
ports — Reval,  Eiga,  and  Libau,  these  latter  ports  oifering,  besides 
superior  advantages  for  the  discharge,  loading  and  railway  trans- 
port of  cargoes  to  the  interior  of  Russia,  a  longer  duration  of  the 
navigation  season.  St.  Petersburg  likewise  suffers  under  the  dis- 
advantage of  the  insufficient  depth  of  the  canal  leading  to  it  from 
the  sea,  such  depth  not  exceeding  22  feet  In  consequence  of  this 
steamers  of  large  tonnage,  and  the  type  of  such  is  yearly  on  the 
increase,  are  obliged  to  discharge  partly  at  Cronstadt  in  order  to 
be  able  to  proceed  through  the  sea  canal  to  St.  Petersburg,  whence 
8^ain  they  must  return  to  Cronstadt  to  complete  the  process  of 
loading. 

This  involves  great  expense  in  the  shape  of  lighterage,  as  also 
considerable  loss  of  time.  It  is  estimated  that  the  whole  port  of 
St.  Petersburg  under  existing  conditions  is  able  to  accommodate 
only  35  per  cent,  of  all  the  vessels  bound  for  it,  the  remaining 
65  per  cent,  finding  refuge  either  at  Cronstadt,  in  the  channel  of 
the  River  Neva,  or  at  the  new  port,  where  they  suffer  considerable 
detention  owing  to  want  of  sufficient  berthing  room. 

The  time  occupied  by  a  steamer  for  unloading  or  loading  at 
St  Petersburg  is  on  an  average  10  days,  and  for  a  sailing  vessel  no 
leds  than  25  days.  At  Odessa,  Riga  and  other  Baltic  ports  it  is 
respectively  eight  and  seven  days. 

It  is  a  significant  fact  that  at  the  present  time  the  value  of  the 
export  and  import  trade  of  St  Petersburg  represents  only  15  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  foreign  trade  of  Russia. 

In  the  sixties  of  the  last  century  its  share  of  that  trade 
amounted  to  30  per  cent,  and  50  years  ago  to  50  per  cent.  It 
must  also  be  observed  that  St  Petersburg,  in  addition  to  the 
shortcomings  of  its  harbour  accommodation,  is  handicapped  by 
railway  rates,  which  are  more  advantageous  to  the  Lower  Baltic 
ports. 

With  a  view   to  encouraging  the    construction   of  Russian  Projected 
(124)  B  2  mcMturesfor 
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merchant  vessels  and  navigation,  a  commission  was  appointed, 
under  the  presidency  of  the  Grand  Duke  Alexander  Mikhailovitch, 
for  the  consideration  of  these  matters.  The  labours  of  the  com- 
mission resulted  in  February  last  in  the  elaboration  of  a  scheme 
for  furthering  the  above  objects,  which,  prior  to  its  submission 
to  the  Council  of  the  Empire,  was  published  on  the  initiative  of 
His  Imperial  Highness  for  the  purpose  of  inviting  criticism  and 
suggestions  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  interested  in  the  question 
and  familiar  with  it. 

The  following  are  the  main  provisions  of  the  scheme : — 

1.  The  grant  to  shipowners  in  the  shape  of  interest-free  loans 
amounting  to  one-half  of  the  cost  of  construction  of  vessels 
owned  and  built  of  native  materials  in  Eussia,  with  repayment 
of  the  loan  in  equal  yearly  sums  spread  over  a  period  of  20 
years,  the  loans  to  be  made  on  mortgage  of  seagoing  steamers 
only. 

2.  The  Government  takes  on  itself  the  payment  of  the 
insurance  of  a  vessel  to  the  extent  of  two-thirds  of  its  value,  the 
shipowner  paying  the  Government  2  per  cent  per  annum  on  such 
insurance,  the  remaining  one-third  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  to  be 
insured  at  the  option  of  the  owner  elsewhere. 

3.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  export  of  Ilussian  goods  in  vessels 
of  Eussian  construction,  the  Government  will  repay  half  the  cost 
of  the  fuel  consumed  for  working  the  engines,  but  the  fuel  must 
be  of  Eussian  origin. 

This  part  repayment  of  the  cost  of  fuel  will  be  subject  to  the 
condition  that  a  vessel  shall  load  a  cargo  at  a  Eussian  port 
destined  for  a  foreign  country,  and  in  quantity  not  less  than  three- 
fourths  of  its  net  lading  capacity,  or  when  loading  in  a  foreign 
for  a  Eussian  port,  not  less  than  one-half  of  that  capacity.  The 
same  privilege  will  be  extended  on  certain  conditions  to  Eussian 
vessels  plying  between  Eussian  ports  situated  on  different  seas,  as 
also  to  vessels  carrying  cargoes  of  fuel,  cast  and  wrought  iron  and 
salt  of  Eussian  origin  from  the  ports  of  the  Black  and  Azoff  Seas 
to  those  of  the  Baltic. 

The  average  speed  of  a  steamer  exceeding  1,000  tons  net 
register  must  not  be  less  than  10  knots  an  hour,  and  of  those 
below  that  tonnage  not  less  than  8  knots. 

4.  All  the  above  privileges  will  be  granted  exclusively  to  ship- 
owners of  Eussian  nationality,  to  associations  of  which  all  the 
partners  are  Eussians,  and  to  public  companies  the  nominative 
shares  of  which  can  be  held  only  by  Eussian  subjects. 

5.  It  is  proposed  to  establish  the  above  rules  for  eight  years, 
reckoning  from  January  1,  1903,  but  vessels  that  may  have  been 
granted  the  foregoing  privileges  during  that  period  shall  retain  the 
right  of  their  enjoyment  during  the  course  of  20  years,  counting 
irom  the  day  on  which  the  Eussian  commercial  flag  was  hoisted 
on  them. 

According  to  the  recently  published  Eeport  of  the  Imperial 
Department  of  Ways  and  Communications,  in  1901  the  length  of 
Eussian  railways,  inclusive  of  those  belonging  to  the  State,  and  to 
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private  compfiuiies,  extended  over  35,115  miles.     Compared  with 
the  three  preceding  years  the  extension  was  as  follows : — 


Length] 

aMUes. 

1806. 

1890. 

1900. 

1901. 

„              ABiatio  BuMia  .. 
PriTBto  railways  in  Buropean  Buatia 
Aiudliarj  local  lines          ••         .•         •• 

16,365 

2,869 

9,417 

258 

16,629 

8,482 

10,487 

461 

17,807 

4,736 

9,885 

757 

18,496 
4,970 

10,616 
1,088 

Total        

27,409 

80,059 

88,134 

85,U5 

It  thus  appears  that  from  1898-1901  the  length  of  all  the 
Russian  railway  lines  was  increased  by  7,706  miles,  the  increase 
having  taken  place  both  in  European  and  Asiatic  Russia,  in  the 
former  owing  to  the  acquisition  by  the  State  of  private  lines. 

As  regards  passenger  traffic,  the  above-mentioned  Report  would 
show  that  such  traffic  did  not  increase  in  proportion  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  lines,  the  number  of  passengers  per  verst  showing  a 
diminution. 

The  passenger  traffic  was  as  follows : — 


Year. 

Number. 

1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 

78,411,872 
88,565,184 
91,586,905 
99,888,542 

The  same  diminution  per  verst  was  observable  also  in  the 
carriage  of  goods  over  the  line.     The  quantity  carried  amounted 


Year. 

Qoantity. 

1898          

lo99           ••          ••          ••          ••          •• 

1900           

1901           

Tons. 

08,061,500 

107.607.642 

117,913,581 

119,910,564 

The  gross  receipts  were — 


Year. 

Qrofls 
BeoeipU. 

Beoeipts 
Per  Mile. 

1896        

1899        

1900        

1901        

60,116,884 
58,445,902 
59,259,490 
60,825,858 

£ 

1,828 
1,778 
1,788 
1,717 
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In  tliis  manner,  while  the  gross  railway  receipts  progressively 
increased  from  1898,  the  veratage  receipts  gradually  declined  from 
that  year,  this  decline  being  mainly  owing  to  the  opening;  of  traffic 
on  lines  situated  on  the  confines  of  the  Empire,  to  which  circum- 
stance must  also  be  added  unfavourable  conditions  arising  from 
the  failure  of  harvests  and  the  commercial  industrial  crisis  that 
prevailed  in  1900-01. 

The  lines  under  construction  during  the  past  year  extended 
over  4,100  miles,  on  which  traffic  was  temporarily  opened  over  a 
distance  of  698  miles.  In  addition  to  this  the  Chinese  Eastern 
Railway  Company  had,  in  construction,  1,584  miles  in  Manchuria, 
which  was  roughly  completed.  The.  last  connecting  rail  of  the 
Manchurian  with  the  Trans-Baikal  line  was  laid  on  November  3 
last,  at  the  203rd  mile  from  Sibir  Station  of  the  latter  railway  to 
Tsitsikar,  and  through  comnmnication  was  officially  declared  to 
have  been  established  on  the  Siberian  and  Manchurian  Railways. 

While  continuing  the  building  of  railways  that  had  previously 
been  commenced  the  Government  made  final  dispositions  for  the 
construction,  apart  from  a  few  unimportant  lines,  of  the  Orenbuig- 
Tashkent,  the  Northern  (Petersburg-Viatka),  the  Bologoi-Sedlets, 
and  the  second  Ekaterininsk  railways. 

The  construction  of  the  Orenburg-Tashkent  Railway  was 
projected  in  1900,  but  it  was  only  in  virtue  of  the  Imperial  Ukaa; 
of  June  8/20,  1901,  authorising  the  expropriation  of  ground 
necessary  for  the  line,  that  its  direction  was  finally  determined. 

The  cost  of  construction  is  estimated  at  70,225  r.  per  verst  or 
about  122,500,000  r.  in  all  (13,000,000/.).  and  the  whole  work  is 
to  be  completoji  by  January  1,  1905. 

This  railway  will  run  from  Orenburg  southward  to  Tletski 
Zaschita;  thence  in  a  south-westerly  direction  past  the  north 
shore  of  the  Caspian  to  KazaKnsk'on  the  Syr  Daria  (Jaxartes)  and 
beyond,  along  the  valley  of  that  river  through  the  towns  of  Perovsk, 
Djulek  and  Turkestan;  deflecting  then  somewhat  northwards 
from  the  Syr  Daria,  and  passing  through  Chemkent  it  will  reacli 
Tashkent. 

The  whole  distance  to  be  traversed  by  this  railway  will  loe 
1,160  miles.  The  importance  of  this  line  consists  mainly  in  its 
stitttegical' character.  The  work  of  construction  of  the  railway 
was  commenced  on  its  northern  and  southern  sections  simul- 
taneously in  the  month  of  October  last. 

The  next  new  railway  to  be  constructed  is  the  Bologoi-Sedlets 
line,  the  length  of  which  will  be  667  miles,  and  is  to  serve  as  a 
decond  connection  between  St.  Petersburg  and  Poland,  as  also 
with  the  western  frontiers  of  Russia. 

The  third  railway  to  be  built  is  the  main  trunk  Northern 
St.  Petersburg-Viatka  line,  to  run  over  an  extent  of  837  miles. 

Particulars  respecting  this  line  were  given  in  my  Report  for 
1900. 

The  fourth  railway  to  be  taken  in  hand  is  the  second 
Ekaterininsk  Line. 

Projected  to  run  over  a  distance  of  270  miles,  it  will  start  from 
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Volnovakhi  Station  of  the  Mariupol  Line,  to  the  last  station  of 
the  Ingol  branch,  through  Pologi,  Alexandrovsk  and  NikopoL 

The  construction  of  this  line  has  been  found  necessary  in  order 
to  expedite  the  carriage  of  goods  in  the  Donetsk  region  in  view  of 
the  constant  congestion  of  the  Ekaterininsk  Railway. 

Although  the  quantity  of  butter  exported  from  Bussia  during  BuniMi 
the  past  year  was  much  greater  than  in  1900  (31,742  tons,  as  ^^tt*- 
compared  with  19,339  tons),  its  exportation  from  Siberia,  where 
the  butter  is  mostly  produced,  was  much  impeded  by  the  in- 
sufficiency of  refrigerating  cars  at  the  disposal  of  the  Russian 
railway  authorities.  The  detention  of  the  butter  in  transit,  arising 
from  this  circumstance,  resulted  in  the  arrival  of  the  article  in  bad 
condition  in  the  foreign  mai*kets.  This  was  the  case  in  many 
consignments  of  Siberian  butter  to  the  United  Kingdom,  where  a 
large  quantity  of  it  found  no  sale  and  had  to  be  reshipped  to 
Russia. 

To  remove  the  disadvantages  under  which  the  product  suffered 
in  foreign  markets  last  year,  and  to  secure .  its  arrival  in  sound 
condition  at  its  destination,  the  Minister  of  Finance  has  ordered 
the  construction  of  not  less  than  1,000  ice-cooler  cars,  to  be  ready 
this  summer,  in  order  to  develop  the  annual  export  trade  of 
Russian  butter  to  the  extent  of  40,000  tons  annually. 

At  the  same  time,  with  a  view  to  placing  the  Russian  butter- 
producing  industry  on  a  proper  footing,  a  Government  commission 
was  despatched  in  January  last  to  Kurgan  and  Omsk  in  Siberia  to 
take  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Siberian  butter  producers  and 
wholesale  dealers,  who  annually  meet  in  conference  in  the  above 
towns. 

As  a  result  of  these  measures  it  is  expected  that  the  hitherto 
existing  hindrances  to  the  development  of  the  trade  will  be  removed 
and  the  reputation  of  Siberian  butter,  especially  in  the  British 
market,  re-established. 

The  British  market  is  here  considered  the  most  important  one 
for  the  disposal  of  Russian  butter  and  every  effort  will  be  made 
by  Siberian  and  other  butter-makers  to  satisfy  its  strict  require- 
ments in  regard  to  purity,  soundness  and  constituent  parts  of 
water. 

Conferences  of  Russian  dairymen  and  dealers  are  also  held 
from  time  to  time  at  St.  Petersburg,  Yaroslav,  Tiflis  and  other 
places. 

It  is  contemplated  to  organise  similar  butter  congresses  in  the 
North- Western,  Baltic  and  Lithuanian  and  Gis  Vistula  (Polish) 
provinces,  where  dairy-farming  has  made  great  progress  of  late 
years. 

All  the  foregoing  observations  being  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
duction and  export  of  butter  from  Russia  proper  have  no 
application  to  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Finland,  where  dairy-farming 
has  reached  a  high  standard  of  perfection  and  the  butter  of  which, 
in  consequence  of  its  high  quality,  successfully  competes  in  the 
British  market  with  the  best  Danish,  French,  Canadian,  Australian 
and  other  kinds. 

(124)  B  4 
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As  recently  shown  by  some  cases  in  which  a  local  agent 
grossly  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  some  British 
importers  of  Siberian  butter,  it  is  very  necessary  that  these,  in 
making  money  advances  on  promised  consignments,  should  exercise 
the  greatest  discrimination.  To  prevent,  so  far  as  possible,  a 
repetition  of  such  cases,  which  tend  to  the  disparagement  of  the 
Siberian  butter  trade,  the  journal  of  the  Minister  of  Finance 
made  them  public  and  gave  the  name  of  the  offender. 

The  true  remedy,  however,  lies  in  the  hands  of  British  importers, 
who  must  protect  their  own  interests  by  a  careful  selection  of 
agents,  and  be  especially  cautious  in  regard  to  advances. 

With  a  view  to  putting  the  Russian  hemp  trade  on  a  more 
honest  basis  and  protecting  purchasera  against  the  frauds  practised 
in  it  by  sellers,  a  recent  decision  of  the  Council  of  the  Empire 
provides  that  all  hemp  destined  for  sale  at  home  or  abroad,  shall 
not  contain  any  admixture  of  refuse  or  other  extraneous  substance 
and  shall  not  bo  moistened  for  artiticially  increasing  its  weight. 

The  bundles  of  hemx3  sliall  weight  not  more  than  1  poud 
(36  lbs.  British),  and  consist  of  fibre  of  imifonn  quality  and 
dressing.  The  bundles  of  flax  shall  moreover  be  made  up  accord- 
ing to  length  of  fibre  without  heads,  and  bound  with  only  one 
band  at  a  distance  from  the  top  of  the  first  third  of  their  length, 
so  that  the  ends  of  the  fibre  shall  hang  freely  over  both  sides  of 
the  band  and  that  the  fibre  itself  can  be  examined  without  untying 
the  bands,  the  latter  also  to  be  of  hemp  alone. 

The  punishment  for  infringment  of  the  above  regulations  is 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  month  or  a  fine  not  amounting  to 
more  than  100  r. 

The  above  regulations  are  to  come  into  force  from  August  1/14, 
1902. 

The  monopoly  of  the  sale  of  corn  brandy  was  established  in 
1895,  for  the  main  purpose  of  diminishing  intemperance,  so 
widely  spread  in  Russia,  and  to  which  the  poverty  of  the 
peasantry  is  largely  due. 

Simultaneously  with  the  introduction  of  the  Government 
brandy  shops  it  was  contemplated  to  found  and  foster  temperance 
associations,  which  were,  by  providing  rational  recreation  and  non- 
stimulating  beverages  to  the  lower  classes,  to  counteract  the  evils 
arising  from  the  sale  of  vodka.  Unfortunately,  as  a  well-informed 
writer  observes  in  an  article  devoted  to  the  whole  subject,  and 
published  in  November  last  in  the  Vestnik  Evropy,  a  leading 
Russian  journal,  the  reality  is  far  from  the  attractive  phantom 
pictured  in  the  minds  of  those  who  sincerely  believed  in  the 
measure  of  reform. 

"Drunkenness,**  says  the  above  writer,  "is  exceeding  its 
former  proportions,  and  the  promised  morally  elevating  and  divert- 
ing pabulum  has  not  yet  to  any  great  extent  been  provided  for  the 
people."  In  the  capitals  and  some  of  the  larger  provincial  towns, 
although  popular  places  of  entertainment  have  been  opened  on  an 
attractive  and  even  luxurious  scale,  they  have  proved  powerless  to 
decrease  drunkenness,  as  shown  for  instance  by  the  increase  of  the 
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consumption  of  ordinary  spirits  in  the  province  of  St.  Petersburg, 
by  13  per  cent,  when  the  monopoly  system  was  first  introduced  in 
it.  For  hamlets  and  villages  no  efforts  were  made  in  the  direction 
of  providing  an  antidote  to  the  vodka  shop. 

No  other  results,  however,  were  .to  be  expected  from  an  under- 
taking which  from  the  commencement  was  placed  on  a  mercantile 
basis.  In  other  words,  the  reform  in  the  sale  of  vodka  was 
limited  to  diverting  to  the  revenue  of  the  State  all  the  profit 
arising  from  the  retail  sale  of  vodka  which  was  formerly  dis- 
tributed among  private  proprietors  of  vodka  shops,  and  municipal 
and  rural  communities. 

That  the  consumption  of  spirits  increased  iu  European  Kussia 
during  the  period  of  the  five  years*  existence  of  the  monopoly 
system  (1895-99),  for  which  complete  returns  have  been  pub- 
lished, is  proved  by  tlie  following  figures,  representing  thousands 
of  vedros  of  pure  spirit.* 


CoKSUMPTiON  during  Five  Years  Previous  to  Monopoly. 


Year. 

1      Quantity  in 
1     1,000  Vedros. 

1S90 

23,762 
22,043 

1891 

1892 

22.814 

1893 

22,432 

1894 

24,228 

Total 

•■ 

114,779 

Consumption  during  Five  Years  of 

Operation  of  Monopoly. 

Year. 

Quantity  in 
1,000  Vedros. 

1895 

24,409 

1896 

23,940 

1897 

23,427 

1898 

28,989 

1899 

25,967 

Total       .. 

•  • 

121,682 

The  most  considerable  increase  in  the  consumption  of  vodka 
took  place  in  that  part  of  the  country  in  which  the  monopoly 
system  was  in  operation.  According  to  the  report  of  the  Auditor- 
General  for  1898-99,  when  the  monopoly  sale  was  extended  to 
35  provinces  of  the  Empire,  there  were  sold  within  the  limits  of 

•  1  Tedro  of  spirit  -  2*7  gallons  j  1  Tedro  of  pure  spirit  =  2i  Tcdros  of  Todka 
of  40  per  cent  proof. 
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Agrioultare. 
GADoral 
retulto  of 

Grain  orop*. 


that  area  in  1898,  83,997,907  gaUons,  and  in  1899  91,746,140 
gallons  of  40=^  vodka,  or  7,748,233  gallons  in  excess  of  1898. 

It  would  further  appear  that  within  the  limits  of  European 
Eussia  where  the  monopoly  system  was  in  force,  the  increase  in 
1899,  as  compared  with  1898,. of  the  consumption  amounted  to 
5,475,600  gallons  of  spirit. 

This  clearly  proves  that  the  object  of  diminishing  inebriety 
has  not  been  attained  by  the  monopoly  scheme,  for  not  only  has 
drimkenness  not  decreased,  but  on  the  contrary  it  has  attained 
larger  proportions  under  it.  An  unsatisfactory  feature  to  be 
noted  in  the  growing  demand  for  vodka,  is  that  a  failure  of  the 
harvest,  and  the  consequent  necessitous  condition  of  the  rural 
population,  do  not  serve  as  a  hindrance  to  increased  intemperance. 
In  his  explanatory  statement  on  the  execution  of  the  Budgets  for 
1897,  1898  and  1899,  the  Auditor-General  testifies  to  the  larger 
consumption  of  vodka  in  the  various  piovinces  of  the  Empire 
which  suffered  from  a  great  deficiency  of  the  giaiu  crops,  and  in 
which  the  monopoly  system  had  been  introduced.  Only  in  two 
provinces,  Bessarabia  and  Kherson,  in  which  there  was  an  almost 
entire  failure  of  the  crops,  had  the  demand  for  vodka  considerably 
diminished.  In  view  of  the  growing  consumption  of  com  brandy 
in  this  country,  the  Government  monopoly  for  its  sale  promised  to 
yield  an  immense  revenue.  The  excise  amounts  to  7«.  lO^d.  per 
gallon  of  pure  spirit,  or  3s.  2d.  in  its  diluted  form  of  40®  proof. 

The  i^etail  sale  price  of  vodka  is  7  r.  60  c.  per  vedro,  deducting 
from  this  4  r.  as  excise  duty,  the  gross  revenue  per  vedro  is  3  r. 
60  c.  The  cost  of  distillation,  employment  of  events  and  other 
outlays  connected  with  the  retail  sale  is  reckoned  at  2  r.  60  c. 
The  net  profit  derived  by  the  Crown  on  each  vedro  of  vodka  is 
therefore  1  r.,  or  nearly  9^d.  per  gallon. 

The  monopoly  system  has  now  been  extended  over  the  whole 
of  European  Russia.  On  the  presumption  that  the  sale  of  vodka 
will  remain  on  the  level  of  that  of  1899,  i.e.,  that  such  sale  will 
amount  to  26,000,000  vedros  of  spirit,  equal  to  about  65,000,000 
vedros  of  diluted  40®  proof  vodka,  the  net  annual  revenue  which 
the  Crown  will  derive  from  the  sale  of  the  latter  will  be 
6,900,000/. 

When  the  monopoly  system  will  be  spread  over  other  parts  of 
the  Empire  this  revenue  will  be  considerably  larger. 

The  reports  of  the  Auditor-General  also  show  that  during  the 
years  1895-99  the  sum  of  75,230,774  r.  were  expended  in  the 
establishment  of  the  monopoly  system,  and  that  the  net  revenue 
derived  from  the  sale  of  spirituous  drinks  during  that  period 
amounted  to  79,863,635  r. 

The  rate  of  interest  on  the  capital  spent  was  therefore  106  per 
cent. 

The  hot  weather  which  prevailed  in  Russia  in  the  months  of 
July  and  August,  1901,  and  the  small  rainfall,  produced  a 
drought  which  affected  very  unfavourably  the  returns  of  the  grain 
crops. 

The  yield  of  the  autumn  and  spring-sown  grain  was,  on  the 
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whole,  below  the  average  of  the  previous  five  years ;  at  the  same 
time  the  spring-sown  crops,  wTiich  suffered  considerably  from  the 
dry  weather,  produced  less  than  those  which  were  sown  in  the 
•  autumn.  The  failure  of  the  crops  took  place  chiefly  in  the  eastern 
provinces  of  Bussia  and  also  in  a  marked  degree  in  Siberia.  In 
view  of  this  there  was  a  large  demand  for  grain  in  the  interior  of 
the  country  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  population  of  those  pro- 
vinces in  which  the  harvest  had  failed,  this  home  •  demand 
resulting  in  diminished  exportation  of  grain.  Of  the  spring 
sown  cereals,  wheat  and  oats  gave  the  poorest  returns,  especially 
the  latter.  ; 

The  oat  crop  was  very  deficient, ,  especially  in  the  lower 
Volga  provinces;  but  in  those  of  the  south-west,  as  also  in 
Kherson  and.  Bessarabia,  the  yield  ^ya8■  on  the  whole  pretty 
good. 

Wheat  produced  poor  crops  in  the  eastern  and  south-eastern 
parts  of  Bussia, 

The  barley  crop  gave  results  similar  to  oats,  where  the  latter 
failed  the  yield  of  barley  was  equally  unproductive  and  vice 
versd. 

The  linseed  and  hemp  crops  were  unsatisfactory  in  some  pro- 
vinces and  bad  in  others. 

As  regards  the  quality  of  the  grain  of  last  year's  harvest  it 
was  very  diverse.  The  autumn  sown  grain,  however,  was  in 
quality  more  or  less  satisfactory,  and  in  some  provinces  even 
^ood,  but  the  spring  sown  crops  yielded  grain  both  thin  and 
unsound.  ' 

As  a  summary  of  the  above,  it  may  be  said  that  the  past  j^ear 
was  on  the  whole  unsatisfactory  in  agricultural  respects,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  poor  yield  of  the  spring  sown  and  short  harvest 
of  the  autumn  sown  grain  crops. 

According  to  the  returns  of  the  Central  Statistical  Committee 
of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  the  yield  of  all  the  grain  crops 
throughout  the  Eussian  Empire  in  1901  amounted  to  49,196,326 
tons,  which  yield,  as  compared  with  that  of  1900,  v/as  on  the 
whole  unsatisfactory,  exhibiting  a  deficiency  of  7,023,279  tons,  or 
14*3  per  cent. 

As  regards  degree  of  yield  the  various  provinces  of  the  Empire 
may  be  distributed  as  follows : — Crops  above  the  average  yield 
were  obtained  in  19  provinces,  viz.,  in  the  South-Western,  Little 
Russian  (excepting  Kharkoff);  New  Eussian  (except  the  Don  and 
'  Ekaterinslav) ;  Northern  Caucasian  (except  Tersk)  j  the  Northern 
Lacustrian  (except  Alonetsk  and  Novgorod);  and  in  some  pro- 
vinces of  other  zones  (Kovno,  Courland,  Kursk  and  Luiblin). 

Crops  approaching  the  average  were  yielded  in  11  provinces, 
viz.,  the  White  Eussian  (Minsk,  Moghilefl);  four  Cis  Vistula 
(Kelets,  Petrokov,  Badon,  Suvalka) ;  two  Lacustrian  (Pskov,  St. 
Petersburg),  Orel  and  Tver ;  in  the  remaining  42  provinces  the 
harvest  of  all  grain  crops  proved  below  the  average.  The  total 
area  of  land  under  cultivation  of  all  grain  crops  in  1901  was 
214,087,303  acres,  as  compared  with  214,655,565  acres  in  1900  ; 
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moreover,  the  acreage  of  lentil  and  bean  crops  is  computed  at 
1,118,997  acres,  and  that  of  potatoes  at  9,731,818  acres,  which 
latter  area  amounted  only  to  6»607,969  acres  in  1900.  In  all, 
therefore,  there  were  under  cultivation  224,938,118  acres  in  1901, 
as  compared  with  223,454,625  acres  in  1900. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  yield  in  1901  of  all  cereals 
and  other  agricultural  products  throughout  the  Empire,  as  com- 
pared with  1900  :— 


Nature  of  Crop. 


Wheat,  winter  town 
„      spring  Bown 
Bje,  winter  sown     •  • 
„     spring  sown     • . 

Oats 

Barley 

Buckwheat    .  •         •  • 

MiUet 

Maixe 

Spelt  wheat  .. 

Peas 

Potatoes 

Straw 


Tons. 

4,946,326 

6,487,358 

18,587,297 

297,890 

8,928,748 

5,149,158 

771,448 

1,640,961 

1,790,911 

117,218' 

480,261 

23,582,614 

67,866,858 


Tons. 

8,617,658 

7,717,681 

22,698,740 

814,989 

12,201,154 

5,080,441 


1,828,958 

856,798 

252,171 

699,062 

25,786,659 

78,881,842 


Excess  or 

Deficiency  of 

Harrest  of  1901 

as  Comptred 

with  that  of 

1900. 


Tons. 
+     1,827,668 

-  1,280,278 

-  4,111,448 

17,609 

-  3,272,406 
+  68,712 

112,519 
187,997 
+  934,118 
184,958 
218,821 

-  2,254,045 

-  11,014,989 


The  agricultural  returns  of  the  Statistical  Committee  as  here 
given  must  not  be  taken  as  strictly  accurate,  but  only  as  close 
approximations  of  the  real  yield  of  the  crops. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  on  its  part  also  issues  returns  of 
the  harvest,  and  these  differed  considerably  in  regard  to  the  crops 
of  1901  under  some  heads,  especially  under  that  of  wheat,  the 
discrepancy  in  this  case  extending  to  17  per  cent  below  the 
estimate  of  the  yield  of  that  crop  given  by  the  Statistical 
Committee. 

A  closer  approximation  to  the  real  yield  of  principal  cereals 
may  be  arrived  at  by  taking  the  mean  between  both  returns. 

In  the  following  comparative  statement  of  the  harvest  in  63 
provinces  of  the  Empire,  of  wheat,  rye,  oats,  barley  and  millet  in 
1901  the  above  mean  is  shown : — 
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According  to  Beturns  of —     I 


Crop. 


Toin. 

4,985,984 

5,816,274 

18,481,452 

8,512,968 

Barley 5,060,082 

MiUet •      1,528,258 


Wheat,  winter « 

„      spring  , 

Rje 

Oato 


Central 
Statistical 
Comnxittee. 


Ministry  of 
Agriculture. 


Mean  of 
both  Betunas. 


Tons. 
4,168,661 
4,785.484 
17,758,871 
8,654,903 
4,907,887 
1,497,596 


Tons- 
4,549,822 
5,275,879 
18,119,911 
8,588,985 
4,983,959 
1,510,427 


The  beetroot  crop  of  1901  is  estimated  according  to  ofl5cialB«**'^*<"<^P» 
returns  at  8,035,054  tons,  as  against  6,388,690  tons  in  1900  and 
7,206,793  tons  in  1899. 

The  total  yields  of  the  several  regions  in  which  the  beet  is 
cultivated  for  sugar  was  as  under : — 


ProTinces. 

Quantity, 

Southwestern 

Central        

OU-Vistula 

Tons. 
4,539,274 
2,211,812 
1,284,468 

Total 

8,085,054 

The  productiveness  of  the  crop,  although  it  exceeded  that  of 
1900,  was  per  dessiatiua  (2*7  acres)  below  the  average  yield  of 
1899  ;  thus  in  the  past  year  the  average  crop  per  dessiatina  was 
15-7  tons,  as  against  12*9  tons  in  1900,  and  162  tons  in  1899. 
The  quality  of  the  beet  was  inferior  to  that  of  the  preceding  year 
over  all  the  areas  of  its  cultivation. 

The  yield  of  flax  in  1901  is  said  to  have  been  greater  than  that  Flax  crop.. 
of  last  year  by  15  to  25  per  cent.,  owing  partly  to  increased  area 
of  cultivation  and  partly  to  the  crop  having  been  more  productive 
than  that  of  1900.  The  crop  of  the  latter  year  was  from  15  to. 
20  per  cent,  below  that  of  1899,  which  in  its  turn  was  poor 
and  hardly  of  an  average  yield. 

The  crop  of  1901  being  consequently  only  a  little  above  the 
average  was  far  from  abundant,  as  it  was  at  first  reported 
to  be.  In  point  of  quality,  however,  the  fibre  of  the  flax  of  last 
year  was  excellent,  being  long,  soft,  strong  and  light  in  colour,  to 
which  its  comparatively  high  price  was  in  a  great  measure  due. 
Owing  to  the  favourable  meteorological  conditions  that  prevailed 
during  the  summer  the  crop  throughout  the  area  of  its  cultivation 
was  speedily  gathered,  retted  and  placed  early  on  the  market. 
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Annex  I  (a). — Statement  of  Value  of  the  Export  and  Import 
Trade  of  Russia  in  1901,  as  compared  with  1900. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Total  Value  of  Exports 
and  Imports. 

1901.       '       1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901.       1       1900. 

luropean  Ba88i»~ 
At£arope«n  ports 
and  acron  land 
frontier,  inclod- 
iog     trade     of 
Oaucasoa      and 

Finland 

Qold  and  lilTer  in 
bullion  and  in- 
goU       ...       .. 

«          1          « 

77,620,000    '  73,168,660 
7,240,726    1  12,887,216 

£ 

66,600,626 
1,718,166 

£ 

60,827.700 
2,701,831 

£          1          £ 
\ 

133,120,626  !  133,986,350 
8,968,891  ,    1^069,047 

Total 
AtUtic  Busiia— 

Along  frontier  with 
China,      acroH 
Trans  •  Caspian, 
Turkestan  froi- 
tiers  and  mouth 
of  Yeniasei,  and 
at  Bufsian  ports 
of  Pacific 

Gold  and  ailver  in 
bullion  and  in- 
gots        

84,760,726    |  86,646,866 

1 

8,390,466        8,976,006 

i 

411,^16        1.933,481 

67,318,791 

6,926,093 
197,837 

63,629,631 

6,770,344 
917,266 

142,079,616  1  149,076,397 

14,316,649  1    14,746.849 
609,663  '      2,860,687 

Total 

8,802,172    1  10.908,986 

6,123.980 

6,687,600 

14.926.102  j    17,696,636 

Grand  total 

98,662,897     96,464,802 

63,442,721 

70,217,131 

167,006,618     166,671,933 

(6)  Statement  of  Value  of  European  Russian  Exports  and 
Imports  in  1897-1901,  under  Main  Groups. 


Yean. 

rood 

StUfTB. 

Bawand 

Half- 

Uanufactnred 

Materials. 

Animals. 

Articles. 

Total. 

ExroBTs. 

1897 

1898 

1889 

1900 

1901 

Impoets. 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

£ 

48,948,719 
46,049,918 
83,690,600 
40,504,650 
46,793,760 

6.806,162 
7,418,876 
7,808,106 
8.476,627 
8,850,626 

£ 

27,060,612 
26,328,612 

28,682.000 
27,263,126 

80.964.837 
32,098,019 
32.021,200 
32,861,518 
30,260,000 

£ 

1,816,026 
1,790,206 
1,833,843 
1,901,000 
2,146,260 

172,126 
160,644 
191,462 
120,700 
148,760 

£ 

2,021,612 

2,161,881 
1,844,600 
2,071,000 
2,326,876 

16,068,293 
20,037,368 
23.147,200 
19,868,866 
16,341,260 

£ 

74,886,868 
76,320,617 
63,922,443 

73,168,660 
77,620,000 

64,031,417 
69,714,306 
63,162.968 
60,827,700 
66,600,626 
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Annex  III. — Statement  of  Principal  Articles  Exported  from 
Russia  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1901,  as  compared  with 
1900. 


Articles. 


Wheat         

Rje 

barter         

Oats 

Millet  

Other  grain,  and  prodU7U 

KjfK" 

Game  and  poultry... 

Sugar  

Other  food  products 
Timber  goo<ls 

Linseed       

Oil  caka       

Flax 

„    codilla  and  to^ 
Hemp  

^,      tow 

Peltry         

Hides  and  skins    ... 

Bristles       

Wool 

Manganese  ore      ... 

Platinum    

Naphtha,  and  products  uf 
Manufactured  goods 


of 


Tons 


Million 
Tons 


Tons 


Tons 


1901. 


Qoantitj. 

Value. 

176,742 

£ 

1,087,748 

8»,661 

409,870 

831.694 

1,332,587 

670,355 

8.258,252 

169,242 

663,012 

81,984 

467,075 

6-20 

1,010,862 

... 

146,775 

694 

7,012 

... 

1,811,125 

... 

2,578,475 

23,951 

313,881 

29,620 

159,587 

39,615 

1,412,700 

11,403 

220,468 

9,371 

235,237 

2,468 

40,693 

... 

62.475 

... 

86,193 

242 

96,156 

2,467 

166,281 

76,145 

122,981 

1,645 

142,162 

269,887 

648,560 

•M 

111,243 

1900. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

248.839 

£ 
1,459,876 

194,403 

905,668 

218.032 

880,600 

639,258 

2,612,368 

83,936 

334,476 

60,145 

838,512 

488 

891,487 

,. 

146,093 

3,661 

88,887 

... 

816,881 

... 

2,636,443 

87,758 

921,864 

35,613 

190,187 

43,887 

1,100.006 

8.042 

137,168 

7,113 

163,743 

1.839 

24,225 

121,868 

... 

111,662 

306 

127,600 

6,889 

228,487 

109,484 

172,837 

726 

61,412 

290,467 

829,569 

... 

109,766 

Annex  IV. — Statement  showing  the  Value  of  Exports  from 
European  Russia  to  Various  Countries  during  the  Years 
1901-1897. 


Value. 

To- 

— 

- 

- 

. 

1901. 

1900. 

1899. 

1898. 

1897. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Oermany      ...       ^      ^ 

19,062,681 

19,923,468 

17,878,675 

19.0^.076 

I8,€2t,06« 

United  Kingdom    

16,608,676 

16,462,987 

13,723.462 

U,>5S3,Ct2 

ifl,OW,»76 

HoUand        

8,991,725 

7,361,660 

5,187,230 

7,(*«7,30(J 

fi,'ii?t,OAff 

France         

6,602,600 

6,108,426 

6,868,164 

7/iS!M12 

6,2^.  lU 

Austria-Hiingary    

8,216,182 

2,808.826 

2,746,848 

1,606,700 

4,15M18 

Italy  ... 

4,028,048 

8,906,826 

2,949,427 

6,«0'J,LOO 

3,343,791 

Belgium       ...       ^ 
Turkey         

2,227.687 

2.446.527 

2,602,400 

^JpOftV^a 

8,476,660 

2,268.831 

1,947,962 

1,318,148 

I,4!l5,t50 

1,847,887 

Denmark      

2.647,112 

1,943,812 

1,811,231 

1,047, ;}D6 

}*91,737 

Egypt           

1,042,737 

976,968 

690,537 

714,743 

fi 17,950 

Boumanla    

1,075,260 

661,687 

699,975 

l,34fl,7lB 

l,l€0,et^T 

Sweden         

986,481 

1,841,277 

987,598 

6ti3,67fl 

0^1^,400 

Norway 

623,068 

680,748 

625,808 

*u,m 

654.71:: 

India 

966.918 

401,306 

843,718 

197/iOO 

208,570 

United  States  of  America ... 

423,61'^ 

366,220 

462.058 

820,237 

287,618 

China 

386,218 

121,166 

148,968 

67,826 

107,100 

2,499,637 

2.402,787 

2,878,950 

2,975,951 

8,196,743 

Finland        

4,111,768 

4,861,662 

8,518,491 

3,634,800 

8,238,400 

Gold,  ingoti  and  bulUon  ... 
Silrar  bars  and  sheets     ... 

J.  7,662,441 

14,820,647 

/  6,168,968 
L     289,698 

18,745 
479,187 

688,998 
719,681 
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ST.   PETERSBURG. 


Annex  VI. — Statement  of  Principal  Articles  (other  than  Bi^ead- 
stuffs)  Exported  from  European  Russia  in  1901,  as  compared 
with  1900,  to  all  Countries. 


▲nieles. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Yalae. 

Quantity. 

Talu. 

Timber  gooda 

£ 
6,046,687 

£ 
6,208,800 

UMoad      

Tons 

7i,e2» 

984,862 

278,209 

8.046,825 

Hemp  leed 

It          ••• 

7.790 

76,076 

10,500 

2Tijm 

Grass  wedx 

II           ••• 

37,209 

502.987 

26,000 

lUpeseed 

„                              .M 

20,984 

181,tl8 

68,887 

iS^ 

Sanflower  and  poppy  seeds 

II                              ••• 

10,619 

100,827 

19,048 

Other  seeds...        '.       ...       ... 

II                              ••" 

l,M6 

15,881 

1,061 

14,643 

Oilcake      

11 

S79,dM 

1,778,948 

850,468 

1,650,062 

Flax 

It 

181,790 

4,7*1,687 

170.500 

4,656,789 

„   tow  and  codlll*       

„                              ... 

3I,8ft5 

600,112 

31,726 

658,666 

Hemp 

II                              ••• 

4l,tt6 

1,048,050 

39,064 

865,612 

„     tow 

It                              ••• 

10,187 

152,256 

10,645 

188.560 

Cordage      ... 

II                              ••• 

1,032 

87,489 

1,161 

87,925 

Hides,  raw  ...       

II                              ••• 

11,306 

686,912 

18,193 

783,487 

Furs  aod  skins      

tl                              ••• 

7,601 

648,868 

7,236 

675,218 

Konea  and  bone  meal     ...       .» 

H                  ••• 

28,419 

125,458 

25,968 

110,925 

BrisUes       ^        ... 

II                  ••• 

2,081 

576,406 

2,145 

586,225 

Tallow,  all  kinds  ...       ...       ... 

II                  ••• 

1,016 

89,682 

•51 

28,681 

Wool 

11                  ••• 

10,484 

592,875 

13,709 

628,043 

Mineral  oils          ... 

1.292,697 

4,654,498 

1,148,451 

8,860,598 

Naphtha,  raw       _ 

II                  ••• 

6,S71 

22,418 

8.129 

7,487 

„       residnum         

II                  ••• 

41,871 

89,067 

70,000 

166,606 

Lubricating  minenl  substances 
Tar  and  pitch       

tl                  ••• 
II                  ••• 

161,129 
25.129 

776,900 
126.756 

172,968 
27,645 

843,518 
135,150 

II                  ••• 

814,330 

498,100 

849,868 

675,750 

Poultry  and  game           

1,191,018 

... 

919,806 

£««» 

Kinions  ... 

"1.996 

4,177,066 

1,777 

8,827,006 

Butter        ^       ^ 

TODS 

31,742 

2,808.825 

19.888 

1,481,506 

Sugar,  reflned  sand 

II           ••• 

76,790* 

824.508 

151,698t 

1,717,637 

Cigarettes  "'.       ."!       I!!       Z 

II'          ••• 

49,468 

1,069,512 

50,177 

1,118,812 

Gallons    ... 

1,107,000 

61,870 

1,134,000 

54,298 

Number  ... 

179,416,000 

127,818 

185,388,000 

99.981 

Feathers  aod  down         

Tons 

1,761 

196,898 

1,822 

171,562 

Cotton  goods        

... 

••• 

1,798,170} 

Flax  and  hemp  goods     

••• 

«•• 

56,812 

,„ 

69,700 

AVoollen  gooda      ...       ... 

... 

... 

152,150 

123,675 

*  Including  47,193  tons  across  Asiatic  frontier. 
f         „         49,226        „ 

cotton  goods  of  the  ralue  of  1,500,250^,  exported  across  Aslstic  frontier. 
.1    1,012,248/., 


I 


Annex  VII. — Statement  showing  the  Value  of  Imports  into 
European  Bussia  from  Various  Countries  during  the  Years 
1901-1897. 


Value. 

From- 

1901. 

... 
1900. 

1899. 

1888. 

1897. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Germtny      

.     21,278,162 

22,887,950 

24,528,182 

21,480,668 

19,109,598 

United  Kingdom     ... 

.     10,967,018 

18,618,700 

18,748,766 

12,121,212 

10,889,200 

Austrk-Hungary    ... 

.<      2.516,531 

2.899,562 

8,278,188 

2,541,712 

2,050.412 

France          

.       2,853,026 

8,817,975 

8,006,025 

2,879,687 

2,622,144 

Belgium        

893,776 

998.218 

1,910,058 

2.508,350 

2,660,181 

Italy 

.       1,107.656 

956,462 

978.881 

1,080.456 

l,12l,8<»8 

Switzerland  ... 

612,743 

G57.151 

748,850 

620,819 

508,731 

Turkey          

HollaiM         

.!         776,681 

769,995 

700,400 

676,175 

598,400 

..i         929,798 

886.168 

1,218,587 

1,038,806 

622,944 

Sweden         

378,675 

511,530 

640,060 

437,750 

432,868 

Norway         

661,843 

613,270 

596.381 

573,112 

571,306 

Denmark      

.i         508.412 

681,443 

825,181 

557,706 

200,175 

United  States  of  America. 

3,685,600 

4,634,098 

4,648,881 

5,318,025 

5,108,500 

;«ypt 

..;      1,943,474 

1,270,537 

1,881,038 

2,406,075 

2,559,669 

China 

.'      2,273,753 

1,729,689 

1,435,969 

1,489,943 

1,469,225 

India 

683,293 

486,806 

659,987 

485,031 

518,500 
14^^650 

Roumania 

238,837 

163,r)l8 

218,876 

199.006 

Other  (*oantrics  and  states 

983,287 

1.925,015 

1,291,681 

1,270,112 

1,154,819 

Finland        

.       2,842,473 

2,128,081 

1,959.260 

2,030,756 

1,849,706 

iiold,  ingctsand  bullion  . 
Silver,  in  bars,  sheets,  Ac. 

'  ]-  1,916,008 

3,619,087 

f  4,327,668 
\  1,898,693 

10,723,175 
3,206,864 

15,924,825 
7,442,689 
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ST.   PETERSBUKG. 


Annex  IX. — Statement  showing  Principal  Articles  Exported  from 
St.  Petersbiir^^-Cronstadt  to  all  Countries  in  general,  and  to 
the  United  Kingdom  in  particular,  in  1901,  as  compared  with 
1900. 


To  all  Countries. 

To  United  Kingdom. 

Articles. 

Cwts.     .. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

Wheat 

345,646 

866,401 

87,719 

369,861 

Rve 

»»        •  • 

3,697,685 

6,213,166 

,, 

1,161 

Oata 

i>        •  • 

10,178,981 

9,287,269 

6,079,629 

4,219,999 

Peas 

>i        •• 

386,409 

104,471 

162,876 

43,399 

Buckwheat  groats  . . 

»>        •  • 

365,249 

420,211 

44,573 

2,893 

Butter         .»         .. 

Tons 

3,226 

3,130 

1,778 

2,240 

Eggs 

Cases     .. 

181,981 

145,866 

75,466 

61,307 

Linseed       • « 

Cwts.     .. 

151,082 

663,051 

146,074 

407,401 

Oil  cako 

Tons      .. 

51,629 

56,161 

16,681 

18,573 

iJ^Jax 

» 

2,600 

7,196 

1,263 

3,166 

„    tow  and  codilla 

}i             •• 

6,000 

6,283 

2,225 

2,038 

Hemp 

»             •  • 

217 

182 

197 

182 

Cordage      • .         • . 

»             •  • 

241 

167 

188 

34 

Bristles 

f>             •  • 

835 

354 

118 

199 

Wool 

»>             •  • 

1,389 

1^9 

702 

1,859 

Horse,  goats,  cattle 

and  camel-hair  • . 

»i             •• 

1,490 

1,882 

412 

1,366 

Qoat  and  colf'skins 

»             •  • 

1,668 

1,273 

893 

742 

Sheet  iron  .. 

;»           •  • 

134 

107 

134 

107 

Mineral  oil..         .. 

>»           •  • 

12,476 

16,699 

295 

455 

Deals 

Standard 

dozen.. 

1,567.672 

1,328,664 

940,480 

687,149 

Lathwood   ..         •• 

Pieces   .. 

290,670 

196,213 

272,460 

196,213 

Props 

>f        •  • 

559,138 

687,858 

355,842 

655,241 

Rickers 

,.        .. 

407,691 

569.544 

242,866 

403,043 

Round wood 

If 

1,100,752 

637,608 

113,226 

105,715 

Firewood    •  • 

Cubic 

fathoms 

0,587 

3,918 

6,552 

3,918 

Pulpwood  .. 

Pieces    . . 

1,388,158 

218,680 

369,040 

166,278 

Crushed   bono    and 

bone  meal 

Tons      .. 

10,662 

9,176 

581 

•  • 

Pitch 

»i        •  • 

1,041 

1,119 

891 

969 
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Annex  X. — Statement  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  at 
St.  Petersburg-Cronstadt  from  all  Countries  in  1901,  ai 
compared  with  1900. 


Arfciolet. 

Quantity. 

Tons., 

1901. 

1900. 

Cotton,  raw 

26,242 

82,648 

Wool,  raw        

^^ 

1,081 
1,032 

616 

Tea        

„    •  •         •  • 

936 

Cofle© 

>i    •  •         •  • 

8,549 

2,710 

Wine,  gpirito,  beer,  &o. 

Value            £ 

.. 

760,986 

Herring*           

Barrels 

77,868i 

50,466i 

Coals 

Tons.. 

1,472,289 

1,689,089 

Coke 

„    •  •         •  • 

71,883 

128,126 

Patent  fuel 

„    . .         •  • 

22,812 

81,847 

Cast  iron           • 

»»    •  •         •  • 

9,188 

9,060 

Wrought  Iron,  asiorted  in  bare, 

plates,  ftc •• 

II     •  •         •  • 

16,618 

11,000 

Steel,  aaeorted,  platee,  &e.      . . 

„    • .         . . 

2,629 

4,049 

'R^A/tllinArV                      .  .                        •  .                        .a 

7,403 

18,908 

„          parte  of      ••         •• 

•1    ••         •• 

2,000 

2,645 
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Annex  XII. — Statemkht  of  Tonnage  of  British  Vessels  that 
visited  all  Russian  White  Sea,  Baltic  and  Blaok  Sea,  and 
AzoflF  Ports  in  1900,  as  compared  with  1898-99. 


Yeart. 

White  Sea 
Porte. 

Baltic  Porte. 

Black  and 

Asoff 
Sea  Port«. 

Total. 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 

Average,  1893-97.. 

Beg.  tons. 

188,376 
139,340 
126,899 

142,696 

Beg.  tone. 

1,076,086 
1,239,859 
1,239,364 

1,358,287 

Beg.  tone. 

1,946,226 
2,264,580 
2,554,043 

3,331,163 

Beg.  tone. 

3,153',687 
3,643,788 
3,919,306 

• 
4,832,146 

*  No  returne  yet  available. 

Statement  of  Tonnage  of  Vessels  of  all  Nations  in  general,  and 
that  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  particular,  that  visited  all 
liussian  Forts  in  the  White,  Baltic,  Black,  and  Azoff  Seas  in 
1900,  as  compared  with  1899-1898. 


Year. 


-L 


AU  Bnieian 

Porte  in  White, 

Baltic,  Black, 

and  Azoff 

Seae. 


Of  which 
Britieh. 


Percentage 
of  British 
Tonnage. 


1901 
1900 
1899 
1898 


Average,  1898-^ 


Beg.  tone. 
o,90d,87o 
8,537,624 
8,689,124 
8,748,051 

8,798,081 


Beg.  tone. 

3,153,738 
8,648,738 
8,919,806 

4,882,146 


••• 

86-9 
41-9 
44-8 

54-9 


*  No  retume  yet  available. 


Cron6Tadt-St.  Pktersburg. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Fishwick  reports  as  follows : — 
The  navigation  in  ^the  year  1901  was  opened  by  the  British 
steamer  "  Dunmore  Head  "  with  cotton  from  Belfast  on  April  20/ 
May  3  and  was  closed  on  November  20/December  3  by  the 
steamers  • "  Nike "  and  "  Maria  Goriasnovna  *'  with  deal  cargoes 
from  Cronstadt,  which  were  assisted  to  sea  through  fast  ice  by  the 
Government  ice-breaker  "Yermack.**  The  navigation  lasted 
215  days. 
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CRONSTADT. 


Eeturn  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Ports  of  Cronstadt  and  St. 
Petersburg  during  the  Navigation  of  1901. 

Aebiyed. 


Number  of 
Yesaels. 

Begistered 
Tons. 

Crews. 

Steam**         ••         ••         •• 

Sailing          

440 
6 

465,647 
598 

8,750 
24 

Total 

445 

456,140 

8,774 

Of  which  total  number — 


Number 

of 
Yessela. 

Desoription. 

Bemarks. 

Porto. 

190 
8 

19 

1 
2 
1 
208 
4 
1 

4 
12 

Steam 
Steam 

Steam        \ 
Sailing       j 

„     yacht 
Steam        \ 
Sailing       J 
Steam 

Steam       •• 
Steam 

Entered  to  discharge  f  uU  cargoes 
»                   »        part  cargo  at 
Cronstadt,    remsinder    in    St. 
Petersburg 

Entered  in  baUast  to  load 

„       partly  loaded  to  complete 
„       with  tourists        ••         •• 

Entered  to  discharge  full  cargoes 

„  „  part  cargo  at 
St.    Petersburg,    remainder    in 

Cronstadt           

Entered  to  discharge  part  cargo  .. 

„        in  ballast  to  load 

in  ballast  for  the  Government 
and  remained  at  Cronstadt 

-At  Cronstadt 
■AtSt.PetenbaTg 

445 

Sailed. 


Yessels.       |         Tons. 

Crews. 

steam 

Sailing           

439            1       455,289 
6                          598 

8,736 
24 

Total 

444            1       465,882 

8,760 
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Of  which  total  number — 


Number 

of 
Yeeseb. 

Deioripiion. 

Semarks. 

Ports. 

91 

84 

2 

2 
11 

27 

1 
83 
4 
179 
8 
7 

Steam 
Steam        \ 
Sailing       j 
Steam 
Steam       ,. 

Steam 

„     jacht 
Steam 
Steam 
Steam        \ 
Sailing       J 
Steam       .. 

SaUed  in  ballast 

„     with  foil  cargoes     ••         •• 

„     after  completing    .  • 
„     with  part  cargo   to    com- 
plete abroad       

SaUed  after  loading  in  both  ports 
(Cronstadt  and  St.  PeterBburg) 

Sailed  with  tourists 

,,     in  ballast 

,,     with  part  import  cargo     •• 

„        „    full  cargoes    •• 

„        „    part   cargo    to   com- 
plete abroad       

-From  Cronstadt 

From 

St.  Petersburg 

444 

SUMMABY. 


Eaterad. 

Clsajsd. 

At- 

With  Cargo. 

In  BalUwI. 

With  Cargo. 

In  Ballast. 

Numbsr 

of 
VoMelf. 

Tons. 

Kumbsr 

of 
Venals. 

Tom. 

Momber 

of 
Vetiels. 

Tom. 

Kamber 

of 
Tencla. 

Tons. 

CroniUdfe 

St.  Petenbnrff  ... 

193 
217 

218.021 
204,848 

23 

12 

19,839 
]8,6S7 

126 
190 

122.797 
19e,247 

92 

37 

104,164 
30,674 

Total       ... 

410 

422,864 

36 

33,278 

315 

821,044 

139 

134,838 

These  totals,  as  compared  with  last  year's  fisures,  show  a 
decrease  of  40  vessels  and  85,427  tons  in  British  shipping,  which 
must  be  ascribed  to  general  depression  and  stagnation  in  trade 
during  the  whole  of  the  season. 

The  authorities  continue  gradually  to  improve  the  harbour 
accommodation ;  thus  the  new  harbour  for  barges,  lighters,  prams, 
&c.,  is  all  but  finished  now  and  only  requires  to  be  dredged  to  a 
proper  depth  and  buoyed.  Tiie  Merchants'  Harbour  was  com- 
menced to  be  dredged  during  the  summer,  which  work  will  also  be 
continued  in  the  coming  season. 

The  freight  market  during  the  navigation  season  was  very 
unsatisfactory.  The  rise  in  freights,  which  reached  its  highest 
point  for  coals,  deals  and  grain  in  the  autumn  of  last  year,  was 
followed  by  a  heavy  decline,  and  freights  sank  to  a  lower  point 
than  they  ever  were  before. 
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The  import  of  coals,  coke,  patent  fuel  and  pig  iron  stands  this 
season  as  follows : — 


Quantity. 


Coak 
Coke 

Patent  fuel 
Fig  iron,  Sec 


Decrease. 


Tons. 

Tons. 

1,472,239 

166,850 

71,833 

56,293 

22,312 

9,036 

5,277 

11,029 

Coal  freights  kept  verj  low  during  the  whole  season,  the  rate 
was  from  3s.  9d,  to  6s.  3d.  per  ton. 

There  were  no  coal  shipments  from  America  during  the  past 
season. 

The  total  quantity  of  grain  exported  this  season  (wheat, 
oats,  linseed,  &c.)  was  4,810,000  quarters,  a  decrease  of  445,000 
quarters  as  compared  with  the  year  1900.  Freights  varied  from 
lOJd.  to  Is.  l^d.  per  quarter  for  wheat,  other  grain  in  proportion. 

The  total  quantity  of  deals  and  other  wood  exported  amounted 
to  1,557,530  standard  dozen,  showing  an  increase  of  233,966 
standard  dozen  as  compared  witli  the  year  1900.  Freights  varied 
from  18s.  6d.  to  1^.  8s.  6d, 


Eeturn  of  British  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  the  Ports  of  Cronstadt 
and  St.  Petersburg  during  the  Navigation  of  1901. 


• 

Steam. 

SHUing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

TOTIB. 

VcBflcls. 

Yessels. 

VcBselB. 

British    .. 

440 

455,547 

5 

593 

445 

456,140 

Qerinan  .. 

343 

257,656 

9 

3,833 

352 

261,488 

Norwegian 

188 

104,786 

22 

12,412 

160 

117,148 

SwediBh  .. 

236 

118,865 

36 

6,245 

272 

126,100 

DaniBli    . . 

267 

258,888 

58 

8,460 

325 

267,348 

Bussian  .. 

65 

82,123 

55 

13,689 

120 

95,812 

Ihitch      . . 

52 

44,844 

8 

7,968 

60 

52.797 

Freuoh    . . 

7 

7,895 

•  • 

.  • 

7 

7.895 

Belgian  .. 

3 

2,323 

3 

2,323 

dpaniah  •• 

23 

28,747 

.. 

23 

28,747 

Italian     .. 

I 

476 

1 

476 

Augtio-Hungarian 

•  • 

.. 

1 

801 

1 

801 

Portuguese 

•• 

•• 

1 

1,096 

1 

1,096 

Total       .. 

1.574 

1,361,613 

'     196 

55,568 

1,770 

1,417,171 

NOTB. — The  total  number  of  arrivalB  waB  1,770  TesselB  and  of  Bailings  1,773 
Teasels,  a  decrease  of  88  arrivals  and  79  sailings  as  compared  with  the  year  1900. 


These  totals  show  a  decrease  of  88  vessels  and  121,987 
compared  with  last  year's  figures. 


tons 
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The  above  1,770  arrivals  were  divided  between  the  porta  of 
Cronstadt  and  St  Petersburg  as  follows : — 


^ 

Komberofyessals. 

Entered  Cronstadt. 

Proceeded  to  St.  Petersburg. 

With  Cargo. 

InBaUast 

With  Cargo. 

In  Ballast. 

steam    .. 

Sailing 

624 
28 

78 
6 

707 
166 

166 
2 

647 

84          1        872 

167 

Total     •• 

1,770 

The  1,773  sailings  were  made  up  as  follows : — 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Entered  during  1001        

Wintered  from  1900        ••         

Entered  as  coasters,  sailed  for  foreign  countries 

1,674 
8 

7 

196 
16 
26 

Total 

•  •        •  • 

•  •         •  • 

1,584 

287 

Of  these  1,821  vessels,  18  wintered  here  (13  in  St  Peters- 
burg and  5  in  Cronstadt);  27  Bussian  vessels  sailed  in  the 
coasting  trade  ;  3  dredgers  and  river  steameis  remained  here. 

The  1,773  vessels  sailed  to  the  following  countries  with  or 
without  cargo : — 


Destination. 


United  Kingdom         ..         •• 
Sweden  .  •         •  •         •  •         t  • 

Korwaj 

Denmark  

Germany  

Holland 

Belgium 

Franee  ••         

South  Afriea 

North  America 

Bussian  ports  of  the  Baltic,  Black 
and  White  Seas  and  Pacific  •  • 


Total, 


Kumber  of  Vessels. 


With  Cargo.     In  Ballast. 


461 

160 

9 

118 

284 

174 

40 

61) 

1 


39 


1,314 


2 

89 

4 
4 
6 
2 
1 


2 
350 


469 


Total. 


463 

249 

18 

122 

239 

176 

60 

69 

1 

2 


1,773 
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The  above  1,773  sailiDgs  were  divided  between  the  Ports  of  St. 
Petersburg  and  Cronstadt  as  follows : — 


1 

Number  of  Yeiseb. 

Sailed  from  Oxonatadt. 

SaQed  from  St.  Petenbiurg. 

With  Caigo. 

In  Ballait. 

With  Cargo. 

In  Ballast. 

Steam 

Sailaig 

317 
61 

296 
7 

808 
117 

136 
36 

878 

808 

980 

172 

Total 


;  V-. 
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Beval. 


Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  W.  Gerard  reports  as  follows  j— 
Though  the  general  trade  of  Eeval  during  the  year  1901  shows 
a  slight  improvement  against  the  average  of  the  preceding  decade, 
there  is  a  marked  falling-ofif  against  the  year  1900. 

Taking  together  imports  and  exports,  the  figures  were : — 


Year. 

Value. 

1890-99     

1900          

1901           

£ 

7,088,469 
8,905,865 
7,552,061 

This  decrease  is  mostly  due  to  the  nearly  absolute  failure  of 
the  grain  crops  in  those  districts  of  Bussia  from  which  Beval 
draws  the  supplies ;  but  the  imports  have  also  fallen  oflf  consider- 
ably in  the  principal  articles,  chiefly  in  consequence  of  the  indus- 
trial crisis,  which  still  prevailed  in  Bussia  during  the  past  year. 
Full  particulars  of  the  general  trade  of  Beval  with  the  diflTerent 
countries  in  1901,  as  compared  to  1900,  will  be  found  in  the 
annexed  Eetum  A. 
Exports.  Turning  first  to  the  exports,  we  find   that  the  decrease  is 

chiefly  due  to  the  enormous  falling-off  in  the  quantity  of  grain 
shipped  in  1901.  The  crop  prospects  during  the  spring  and  early 
summer  in  those  districts  of  Bussia  whence  Beval  mainly  draws  its 
supplies  were  excellent,  and  every  hope  for  a  rich  harvest  was 
entertained.  The  old  stocks,  consisting  of  about  2,900,000  cwts., 
were  exported  therefore  in  the  banning  of  the  year  at  a 
somewhat  low  price,  as  an  abundant  supply  was  expected. 
The  heat,  however,  during  the  summer,  coupled  with  a  continuous 
drought,  destroyed  nearly  the  whole  harvest,  and  during  the 
second  half  of  1901  only  about  290,000  cwts.,  that  is  to  say,  only 
one-tenth  of  the  first  half  year's  quantity,  could  be  shipped. 
The  whole  exports  of  grain  consisted  in  1901  of  only 
3,195,792  cwts.,  against  4,981,048  cwts.  in  1900,  and  3,933,280  cwts, 
on  the  average  during -the  years  1895-99,  or  classed  according 
to  sorts : — 


Artidefl. 


Wheat 
Oats 
Bye 
Barley 


Quantity. 


Poods.* 

2,724,367 

5,205,398 

1,841,728 

170,976 


PoodB.* 
3,700,095 
9,079,067 
2,676,898 
40,541 


Pooda.* 

5,482,014 

4,678,651 

1,746,481 

884,774 


1  pood  »  86  lbs. 
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Owing  to  the  same  causes  that  influenced  grain,  the  export  of 
the  other  agricultural  produce,  such  as  peas,  flax,  oilcakes  and 
linseed,  were  also  considerably  smaller,  especially  of  linseed, 
which  is  not  likely  to  recover,  as  stated  already  in  previous 
reports. 

On  the  other  hand,  hemp  and  codilla,  joiners'  work  (veneer), 
mineral  oil,  and  especially  butter,  show  a  steady  increase.  The 
figures  in  poods  were  : — 


Quantity. 

Year. 

»-"*'•         ""^^^  \      Veneer. 

Mineral 
Oil. 

1895-99  (arerage)       . . 

1900 

1901 

Poods.             Poods.             Poods. 

87,174  1  1,871,708  84,908 
678,640  i  173,906  .  193,325 
726,921              208,442     ]      199,267 

Poods. 
191,300 
171,318 
806,681 

These  figures  show  that  the  export  of  butter,  the  importance 
of  which  was  pointed  out  in  last  year's  report,  heis  increased  again 
by  nearly  50  per  cent.  Unhappily  also  this  year,  favoured  by  the 
excellent  weekly  service  of  fast  steamei-s  to  Copenhagen  provided 
with  special  cooling  plants,  Denmark  has  taken  the  bulk  of  the 
exported  butter,  223,756  cwts.,  while  only  8,735  cwts.  went 
direct  to  the  United  Kingdom.  As  a  new  service  of  fast  weekly 
steamers  from  Keval  to  London,  specially  adapted  for  the  butter 
ti-ansport,  will  be  started  by  an  important  British  line  in  the 
spring  of  1902,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  United  Kingdom  will 
compare  more  favonrably  in  the  exports  of  that  year  without 
requiring  the  intermedium  of  Copenhagen.  In  consequence  of 
the  endeavours  of  the  Eeval  Exchange  Committee,  a  good  service 
of  fast  trains  fi-om  Siberia,  with  specially  adapted  ice-cooled  cars, 
has  been  secured  for  the  carriage  by  rail  of  butter,  and  it  is  there- 
fore to  be  expected  that  the  export  of  this  article  will  still  further 
increase  in  the  future. 

The  other  articles  of  export  have  kept  on  about  the  same  level 
as  in  former  years. 

Turning  to  the  difTerent  countries  to  which  the  goods  were 
exported,  we  find  the  United  Kingdom  still  standing  first  as 
regards  quantity,  with  5,552,486  poods,  though  in  value  exports 
to  Denmark  have  now  taken  the  foremost  place.  This  has 
been  occasioned  by  the  liiuch  larger  quantity  of  butter  shipped 
to  the  latter  country.  Unhappily  the  percentage  of  the  goods 
exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  total  exports  has  again 
decreased  this  year,  as  compared  to  the  last  and  the  preceding  five 
years.     The  figures  were : — 
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Year. 

Quantitj. 

Value. 

Per  Cent. 

1895-99  (ayerage)    .. 

1900 

1901 

Poods. 
6,638,441 
8,567,529 
5,552,486 

£ 

1,162,580 

1,226,181 

885,605 

42-95 
87-32 
29-82 

The  principal  articles  of  export  from  Eeval  to  the  United 
Kingdom  were : — 


Articles. 


Quantitj. 


Poods. 

Oats 3,440,000 

Wheat         1  1,127,000 

Oilcakes j  74,000 

Butter         ,  27,000 

Ghuue  and  poultrj 76,000 

Asbestos ,.         ..;  29,000 

Flax 308,000 

Hemp          44,000 

Tow  and  codiUa |  147,000 

Linseed I  78,000 

Yeneer  and  joiners'  work  •  •         .  •         .  •  1  180,000 

Eggs 757,440 

Sleepers 21,958 


Imports. 


For  particulars  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  annexed  returns  B  and  C 
and  should  like  to  point  out  that  also  this  time  transit  goods  could 
not  be  classed  according  to  their  ultimate  destination,  but  only  to 
the  ports  to  which  they  were  first  shipped.  This  is  the  reason  why 
neither  American,  Spanish,  or  Italian  ports  have  been  mentioned 
especially,  though  quantities  of  furs  and  skins  were  despatched  to 
the  United  States,  also  veneer  to  Spain  and  asbestos  to  Italy. 

No  exports  took  place  to  Norwegian  ports  in  1901. 

The  financial  strain  in  Bussia,  apparently  occasioned  by 
the  industrial  crisis  and  unsatisfactory  crops,  has  made  itself 
very  manifest  in  the  imports  of  Eeval,  which  is  shown  by  a  con- 
siderable decrease  in  the  main  articles,  not  only  in  comparison 
with  1900,  but  also  against  the  average  of  the  years  1895-99. 
The  figures  for  the  chief  articles  of  import  were,  expressed  in  poods, 
during  the  years — 


Articles. 


Cotton  .. 
Coal  and  coke 
Hardware 
Machinery 
Copper  «• 
Herrings 


Quantity. 


1896-99 
(Average). 


Poods. 
2,887,802 
8,112,185 

280,581 

616,142 
71,788 

172,644 


1900. 


Poods. 
3,284,601 
6,816,525 
169,566 
776.671 
188,952 
241,906 


1901. 


Poods. 
2,626,078 
5,856,820 

143,768 

818,606 
67,949 

148,761 
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Though  on  the  whole  the  imports  were  considerably  less 'than 
in  1900,  it  is  gratifying  to  notice  that  the  United  Kingdom 
has  regained  the  fii-st  place,  in  value  as  well  as  in  quantity, 
which  it  has  kept  for  so  many  years,  and  had  to  give  away  to 
Germany  in  1900.  This  improvement  has  been  chiefly  occasioned 
by  the  smaller  quantity  of  cotton  imported  via  German  porta 
during  the  last  year. 

The  United  Kingdom  imported  amongst  other  goods — 


Articles. 

Quantitj. 

Cotton         

Coal 

Coke 

Iron  and  steel         

Ma<^hiner7 

Castor  oil  seed        

Q-um  and  resin       . .         

Herrings      ••         ••         ••         ••         •• 

Copra           

Oil  (different)         

Drugs  and  chemicals         

Tarn  (different)     , 

Lead             

£?PP«'       

Tin 

Claj 

Talc 

Iron  and  steel  goods  (hardware)  •  • 

Poods. 

1,150,022» 

6,602,822 

107,734 

238,493 

202,954 

101,642 

94,470 

71,693 

33,226 

23,884 

80,603 

24,164 

71,040 

23,663 

11,767 

88,327 

72,624 

64,361 

*  Against  1,168,206  poods  from  Gtormanj. 

Germany,  on  the  other  hand,  proved  the  most  dangerous 
competitor  in  importing  besides  cotton — 


and  many  other  articles  of  less  importance. 
(124) 


Articles. 

Qnantitj. 

Coke 

Wrought  iron        

Drugs  and  chemieab         

Machinerj 

Stares           

Iron  and  steel  goods  (hardware). . 

Oranges  and  lemons          

Bice 

Lead 

Copper         

Colours  and  dje 

Tanning  goods        

Gum  and  resin 

Coffee          

Steel 

CUj 

Seeds  (different) 

Skins  and  hides 

Poods. 
131,316 
116,338 
106,148 
69,487 
66,709 
62,428 
62,319 
67,097 
42,118 
38,618 
86,198 
36,188 
27,847 
24,788 
20,066 
19.231 
16,861 
13,677 
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These  figures  show  that  Grerman  competition  is  not  only  very 
strong  with  regard  to  cotton,  but  also  in  the  importation  of  coke, 
hardware,  dmgs  and  chemicals,  as  well  as  of  the  different  metals. 

The  greatest  improvement,  comparing  quantity  to  value,  is 
shown  by  the  importe  from  American  ports.  From  301,996  cwte. 
in  1900,  valued  at  75,900/.,  the  quantity  decreased  in  1901  to 
33,025  cwts.,  while  the  value  rose  to  94,728/.  This  is  not  only 
due  to  a  larger  quantity  of  cotton  having  been  imported  direct, 
but  also  to  the  increctsed  demand  for  American  agricultural 
machinery,  a  fact  which  should  not  escape  the  attention  of  British 
makers. 

As  mentioned  before,  the  importation  of  herrings  has  rather 
fallen  off  during  the  past  year,  and  the  only  serious  competitor  to 
the  United  Kingdom  was  Norway,  with  22,399  cwts.,  against 
23,012  cwts.  from  the  former,  out  of  a  whole  quantity  of  47,813 
cwts.     The  remainder  came  from  Denmark  and  Germany. 

The  importation  of  maize  has  also  considerably  decreased,  as 
only  41,982  cwts.  were  registered  in  1901  against  369,643 
cwts.  during  the  preceding  year.  The  change  is  partly  to  be 
explained  by  a  better  yield  of  the  potato  crop  in  Esthonia,  and 
also  by  a  good  harvest  in  the  maize-growing  districts  of  South 
Eussia,  which  enabled  the  distillers  to  satisfy  their  requirements 
without  heavy  foreign  supplies.  The  one  cargo  of  41,982  cwts, 
came,  in  contrast  to  former  years,  not  from  America,  but  from 
Boumania. 

Compared  with  the  main  articles  of  importation,  some  of  minor 
importance,  like  tea,  jute  and  fruit,  show  a  sudden  and  con- 
siderable growth  as  contrasted  with  the  preceding  year. 

The  figures  for  these  articles  were — 


Year. 


Bhippiflf. 


Full  particulars  as  to  imports  will  be  found  in  the  annexed 
Returns  D  and  E.  In  the  latter,  shipments  from  Portugal,  Spain 
and  Italy  have  been  taken  together,  as  they  only  contributed 
0-36  per  cent,  of  the  whole  imports.  They  consisted  mainly  of 
oranges  and  lemons  from  Italy. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  British  shipping  has  again 
shown  a  decrease  this  year,  standing  now  not  only  behind  Grerman, 
but  also  behind  Danish.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  in  1902 
by  the  introduction  of .  the  new  weekly  service  of  fast  steamers  it 
will  regain  its  old  place.  For  particulars  I  beg  to  refer  to  the 
annexed  returns  of  all  shipping. 
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Annex  •A. — ^Table  showing  the  Gross  Value  of  all  Articles  Ex- 
ported from  and  Imported  to  Beval  to  and  from  the  following 
Ck)imtries  daring  the  Tears  1900-01. 


Axtioles. 


1900. 


1901. 


Quantitj.  Value.       ,     Quantitj. 


Value. 


United  Kingdom        •  •  | 

United  States  of  America 

Germany  ..         ..I 

Holland 

Denmark 

France  •• 

Sweden . . 

Belgium 

Korwaj.  • 

Italy     •. 

Spain 

Portugal 

Boumania 

Total. 


PoodB. 
17,949,176 

989,644 
4,512,648 
6,806,161 
1,889,885 

718,418 
1,168,818 

167,866 

67,680 

4,188 

4,794 


£ 

8,467,166 

75,900 

2,844,660 

786,411 

1,000,471 

286,669 

98,867 

806,890 

22,990 

16,181 

6,688 

8,080 


Poods. 

18,888,442 

102,746 

4,867,079 

8,845,021 

1,866,176 

489,888 

408,181 

884,266 

93,684 

80,886 

2,076 

8,639 

180,611 


£ 

2,895,461 

94,728 

2,093,199 

449,422 

1,528,868 

271,164 

89,966 

141,848 

14,211 

8,986 

2,208 

6,626 

11,949 


8^906,863 


7,662,061 


(124) 
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Annex  B. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Beval 
during  the  Years  1900--01. 


1900. 

1901. 

Articles. 







Poods     . . 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.  ' 

Value. 

Asbestos      ..         .J 

53,206 

£ 
12,726 

86,838  ' 

£ 

20,786 

Butter 

»»        •  • 

578,640 

738,690 

726,921  1 

1,043,983 

Peat 

ft        •• 

169,516 

14,416 

74,239 

6,476 

Flax 

1,290,632 

549,205 
3,463 

819,118 
170,976 

479.271 

Barley 

i>        •  • 

40,541 

13,642 

Oats 

»»        •  • 

9,079,067 

676,100 

5,205,398 

426,400 

Wheat 

»i        "  • 

2,676,893 

205,040 

1,841,728 

146,947 

i>        •  • 

3,700,095 

362,136 

2,724,367 

260,843 

Hemp 

i>        •  • 

85,242 

31,739 

46,124 

18,646 

Tow  and  codilla    . . 

»»        •  • 

173,905 

46,485 

208,441 

81,236 

Joiner's  work 

»         •  • 

204,108 

61,416 

199,267 

59,356 

Linseed 

f  >        •  • 

296,107 

61,426 

106,216 

20,904 

Mineral  oil.. 

i>         •  • 

171,313 

29,159 

306,631 

58,525 

Oilcakes     .. 

»»        •  * 

368,509 

37,231 

205,966 

20,815 

Wool 

it        •  • 

18,662 

31,765 

6,720 

7,149 

Game 

»>        •  • 

120,541 

102,590 

81,791 

69,610 

Meat 

i>        •  • 

1,188 

504 

4,827 

2,568 

Mats 

»f         •  • 

13,982 

2,670 

16,864 

3,038 

Bristles 

ft        •  • 

6,880 

29,287 

8,090 

51,688 

Camel  and  other  hair 

i»        •  • 

46,820 

67,140 

16,150 

19,212 

Hides 

»»         •  • 

117,635 

121,842 

71,871 

82,260 

Dried  blood 

i»        •  • 

28,197 

2,391 

10,999 

702 

Feathers     . . 

It 

1,231  • 

8,072 

3,149 

6,147 

Galoshes     . . 

tt        •  • 

16,601 

14,294 

16,202 

10,789 

Russian  leather     . . 

f »        •  • 

3,362 

8,195 

923 

2,359 

Eggs 

Number . . 

2,102,400 

3,355 

1,977,920 

3,156 

Sleepers      . . 

Pieces     . . 

35.852 

4,711 

28,418 

2,984 

Timber 

tf        •• 

8,425 

1,308 

880 

234 

Deals 

i»        •• 

66,915 

1,808 

26,895 

2,298 

Annex  C. — ^Tablb  showing  the  Gross  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  Reval  to  the  following  Countries  during  the 
Years  1900-01,  and  the  Percentage  ^  of  theii'  share  in  the 
Exports. 


1900. 

1901. 

ATeraffe 

Percentage 

Countiy. 

during  (he 

Qaaadt7. 

Value. 

Per  eent. 

Qoandty. 

Value. 

Per  cent. 

Tears 
1896-99. 

Poods. 

« 

Poods. 

£ 

United  Kingdom... 

8,667.5«9 

1,226,181 

87-32 

6,552,486 

885,606 

29-82 

42-95 

Denmark 

M7,88S 

787,985 

22-46 

l,16b,948 

1,091,068 

36-74 

5-94 

Holland     

«,464,2S4 

548,198 

16-68 

3,670,754 

885,801 

11-81 

17-04 

France      

088,849 

277,410 

8-44 

486,653 

223,688 

7-58 

15-80 

Oermauj 

1,047,448 

229.379 

6-98 

1.650,116 

297,487 

10-01 

12-45 

Belglam    

564,472 

176,518 

5-84 

206,804 

104,465 

3-52 

4-26 

Swedea     

1,161,810 

96,968 

2-92 

874,662 

31,868 

107 
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Annex  D. — Rkturn  of  Principal  Aiiacles  of  Import  to  Eeval 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 


Oranges  and  lemons 

Cotton.. 

Fig  and  wrought  iron 

Steel    ..         r. 

Iron  and  steel  goods 

Fruits  and  yegetables 

Tea      •• 

Bice    .. 

Soda    .. 

Maize  . . 

Lead   .. 

Coffee.. 

Colours  and  d  je  goods 

Yams  .  • 

Q-um  and  resin 

Hides  . . 

Herrings  - 

Copra . . 

Copper 

Tools  .. 

Machinery     . . 

OU      .. 

Coal  and  coke 

Tallow.. 

Wine  in  casks 

,,       bottles 
Mhieral  water 
Spirits . . 
Superphospate 
Cement 
Clay    .. 
Biioks.. 
Wool  .. 
Shoddy 
Jute    .. 
Zinc     .. 
Tin      .. 
Salt     .. 
Seeds  .. 
Steamers 


Poods 


Bottles 


Poods 


Number 


1900. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


168,484 

3,234,501 

807,281 

31,713 

169,566 

51,720 

905 

101,682 

12,950 

1,150,000 

81,168 

19,601 

45,945 

10.128 

99,489  < 

81,561 

241,906 

71,488 

188,952 

86,853 

776,671 

81,852 

6,816,525 

48,919 

9,448 

12,600 

56,505 

10,792 

271,176 

2,002 

77,676 

162,602 

2,292 

4,586 

131 

18,122 

82,670 

20,800 

30,299 

1 


43,006 

8,217,296 

67,580 

11,010 

134,700 

27,790 

5,774 

30,288 

3.027 

88,085 

24.177 

41,704 

9,972 

23,859 

99,708 

30,414 

88,602 

18,240 

283,267 

80,940 

660,996 

14,766 

161,678 

21,025 

18,081 

4,800 

8,006 

2,870 

9,500 

170 

4.130 

9,720 

4,700 

1,247 

88 

6,986 

48,070 

900 

1,400 

87,000 


1901. 


Quantity. 


98,721 
2,625,078 

888,398 
38,678 

148.758 

141,077 

3,899 

78,836 

8,984 

130,611 

187,272 
80,004 
70,044 
25,924 

145,970 
35,277 

148,751 
70,880 
67,960 
31,924 

318,605 
48,786 
5,866,829 
88,767 
22,801 
16,167 
46,700 
18,440 

870,774 
4,619 

146,888 

115,617 

29,661 

6,048 


16,068 
46,470 
22,299 
86,962 


Value. 


25,26a 

2,518,873 

68,843 

16,457 

122,343 
40,967 
88,188 
20,428 
2,296 
11,949 
36,60a 
63,839 
31,730 
50,481 

142,932 
88,417 
22,164 
18,084 

115,66» 
33,962 

271,158 
17,658 

127,816 

24,952 

47,449 

5,920 

2,484 

8,676 

17,966 

196 


4,916 

66,607 

8,860 

7,773 

7,873 

68,047 

1,897 

15,299 
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Annex  E — Table  showing  the  Gross  Value  of  all  Articles 
Imported  into  Reval  from  the  following  Countries  during  the 
Years  1900-01,  and  the  Percentage  of  their  share  in  the 
Imports. 


1 

1900. 

1901. 

Avenice 

Country. 

! 

during  the 

'  Quantity. 

Value. 

Per  cent. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Per  cent. 

Years 
1896-99. 

1    Foods. 

£ 

PoodB. 

£ 

United  Kingdom... 

'  9,881,647 

2,281,084 

89  69 

8,880,966  1 

2,009,846 

M-98 

48-86 

Oennaoy  

1  a,4«5,I04 

^,6l^^80 

46-64 

2,706,962 

1,796.768 

39-29 

86-01 

Denmark 

481,991 

262,686 

4-67 

707,282 

482,811 

9-47 

8-22 

Holland    

S4I,9I7 

248,217 

4-88 

174,267 

118,621 

2-49 

2-16 

Belgium 

284,336 

188,881 

2-87 

178,450 

86,879 

0-81 

1-60 

America 

989,544 

76,900 

1-86 

102,746 

94,728 

2-07 

7-46 

Norway     ... 

157,866 

22,989 

0-41 

98,684  > 

14,211 

0-81 

0-74 

France      

19,668 

9.169 

016 

68,184 

47,466 

1-04 

0-19 

Sweden     

17,608 

2,368 

0-04 

88,469  , 

8,008 

•  18 

0-21 

Italy         

67,680 

15,182 

0-27 

1 

0-80 

Spain        

Portugal 

4,183 

6,688 

0-10 

y  41,000 

16,769 

0-86 

0-18 

4,794 

8,060 

0-06 

J 

L      0-11 

Annex  F. — Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Reval  during 

the  Year  1901. 

Enterbd. 


1901. 

Total,  1900. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number  i 

of 

Tons.* 

of 

Tons.* 

of 

Tons.* 

of         Tons.* 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British     

... 

107 

98,367 

107 

98,867 

126 

126,289 

Enaaiant 

11 

2,071 

93 

48,278 

104t 

60,844 

1,721 

287,298 

Swediab 

6 

761 

26 

11,796 

82 

12,646 

47 

16,278 

Norwegian 

8 

617 

14 

10,698 

IT 

11,810 

24 

9,196 

Daniah     

8 

328 

122 

88,992 

126 

88,820 

109 

80,661 

Oerman    ... 

... 

... 

146 

78,810 

146 

78,810 

148 

82,712 

Dutch      ... 

1 

109 

7 

2,996 

8 

8,196 

12 

9,081 

French     

... 

•.. 

1 

987 

1 

987 

Spanish    

... 

... 

... 

" 

... 

' 

1,801 

Total     

24 

8,966 

616 

840,868 

689 

844,829 

..    1900       ... 

1.244 

70,681 

989 

641,126 

2,188 

611,766 

... 

... 

'  Begisler  Ions. 


t  EzdusiTS  of  1,666  ships  with  191,766  tons  in  the  coasting  trade. 
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1901. 

Total,  1900. 

flaillBff. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nadoiuaity. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

TOBi.^ 

of 

Tons.* 

of 

Tone.^ 

of 

Tom.* 

Yemlt; 

VeiseU. 

VeMek. 

Vemels. 

Brittah     

108 

98.921 

108 

98,921 

127 

126,888 

BoMbtnt 

11 

2,071 

88 

48.689 

99t 

60,760t 

1,780 

290,179 

avediah    

6 

761 

2ft 

10,999 

81 

11,760 

47 

16,278 

Nonr«giaa 

a 

617 

U 

10,603 

17 

11,810 

24 

9,196 

DuilBh     

s 

S28 

122 

89.147 

126 

89,475 

112 

82,662 

Oennan 

... 

••• 

146 

78.609 

146 

78,099 

144 

88,829 

Dutch      

...* 

... 

8 

6,811 

8 

8,811 

U 

8,266 

Vtaaeh     

,,, 

•M 

1 

967 

1 

987 

*.. 

Spuiah    ...       .. 

... 

... 

^ 

... 

... 

1 

1.801 

TotU     

ts 

1,777 

ftl2 

641,296 

686 

845^078 

... 

„    1800       „. 

1.244 

71,890 

943 

647,099 

2,186 

618.489 

... 

... 

*  Begiiter  toM. 


t  EsfiloeiTe  of  1,660  ihlpi  with  190,642  tons  in  the  coasting  trade. 


Return  of  British  Shipping  Engaged  in  the  Carrying  Trade  of 
Foreign  Countries  and  British  Possessions  at  the  Port  of 
Reval  during  the  Year  1901. 

Entered  (with  Cargoes). 


Oounferies  whence  Entered. 


United  States  of  Amerio» 

Bnssia 

Boumania 


Total 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


10 


Tons. 


1,405 

11,771 

1,416 


14,592 


Cleared. 


With 

Cargo. 

In  Ballaat. 

Total. 

Goantries  to 

which  Cleared. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

BuBsia     .. 

24 

20,498 

83 

81,228 

57 

51,721 

Germany 

2 

1.385 

I 

319 

8 

1,704 

Norway  .. 

"  • 

1 

665 

1 

665 

Sweden   .. 

3 

8,478 

3 

8,478 

Holland.. 

2 

1,814 

.. 

.. 

a 

1,814 

France    •• 

1 
29 

927 

1 

1,135 

2 

2,062 

Total 

24,624 

89 

36,820 

68 

61,444 
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56  MOSCOW. 

Moscow. 

Mr.  Consul  H.  M.  Grove  reports  as  follows : — 
lateoduction.  The  state  of  affairs  generally  in  the  Moscow  district  for  the 
past  year  has  been  considerably  worse  than  during  the  previous 
year,  which  was  itself  bad.  This  is  mainly  due  to  bad  harvests 
and  consequent  scarcity  of  money,  over-production,  strikes  and 
universal  depression.  Prices  for  provisions  of  nearly  all  sorts  and 
house-rents  have  gone  up  considerably,  and  the  outlook  is  not  at 
all  favourable.  However,  by  the  time  of  the  Nijni  Novgorod  Fair, 
if  the  reports  of  the  crops  are  good,  and  in  Bussia  the  harvest 
plays  a  very  large  part  in  the  purchasing  power  of  the  country, 
things  may  possibly  improve,  as  some  90  per  cent  of  the  whole 
population  are  peasants  entirely  dependent  on  the  results  of  the 
harvest. 
€eM«i,  The  census   returns  for   1897,  recently  published,  gave   the 

population  of  Moscow  then  as  1,038,591  persons,  of  whom  13,657 
were  not  Russians.  Of  these,  573,401,  or  56  per  cent.,  were  able 
to  read  and  write,  whilst  451,533  were  quite  illiterate.  Of  the 
male  population,  66*7  per  cent  are  literate,  but  of  the  females 
only  41*5  per  cent 

The  distribution  of  the  sexes  in  Moscow  was  75  females  to 
every  100  males,  or  roughly,  439,570  females  to  585,370  males. 

Another  census  was  taken  on  January  31  this  year,  the  results 
of  which  have  not  yet  been  worked  out.  However,  the  following 
figures  are  already  known : — 


Popidation. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

lathe— 

Police  diBtricta 
Suburbs 

. . '       612,265 
51,531 

479,474 
aO,157 

1,091,789 
81,688 

Total 

668,796 

509,631 

1,178,427 

The  numbers  of  the  British  colony  have  considerably  fallen  oi 
late  years.     Thus,  in    1872,  in  Moscow    itself  there  were   730 
British  subjects,  and  in  1884,  774;  whereas  now  there  are  believed 
to  be  less  tifian  600  in  the  whole  of  the  Moscow  province. 
Bailwmyt.  The    Ministry  of   Ways  and   Communications  has  allotted  a 

preliminary  sum  of  425,000/.  for  the  construction  of  a  circular 
railway  round  the  city  of  Moscow,  which  is  to  be  completed  by 
/  the  autumn  of  1905.     This  would  be  a  great  blessing,  as  it  should 

divert  a  considerable  amount  ef  the  heavy  iraffic  which  now  blocks 
the  streets,  and  will  possibly  allow  the  municipality  to  lay  down 
a  better  roadway  than  the  present  cobbles.  The  new  line  is  to 
be  double,  mainly  for  goods  traffic,  and  will  be  linked  up 
with  the  10  existing  lines  by  four  lines  apiece  to  each  separate 
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railway.     The  total  length  is  to  be  nearly  34  miles,  and  there  will 
be  12  stations  and  nine  halting  places. 

Business   is   worse   than    last    year.     Nearly  all    mills    are  Mills  and  mil) 
reducing  their  staffs,  and  are  turning  out  as  little  as  they  can,  the  nmchineiy. 
market  being  already  over-supplied. 

Orders  for  new  machinery,  &c.,  are  consequently  virtually  nil. 
British  firms  retain  their  full  share,  as  formerly,  of  what  is  wanted, 
but  no  one  can  expect  to  do  much  at  present. 

Not  much  agricultural  machinery  is  used — virtually  none — in  Agricuituwa 
the   Moscow    government,   this   being   a    manufacturing    centre.  ™*c^»n«'7' 
However,  there  are  several  big  depots  which  supply  far  and  near 
with  what  is  wanted.     The  main  demand  would  seem  to  be  for 
the    cheapest,   lightest,   and   especially    the    simplest    forms    of 
machinery. 

The  peas«mts  are  commencing  to  combine  to  purchase  labour- 
saving  machines,  in  which  they  are  backed  up  by  the  local  county 
councils,  who  are  forming  depots  in  the  biggest  agricultural 
centres,  where  the  simplest  forms  of  machinery  are  sold  or  hired 
out  to  the  peasants  on  the  easiest  terms.  The  great  wish  of  these 
councils  is  to  get  into  direct  touch  with  the  manuf«icturers  them- 
selves, and  thereby  to  avoid  the  expense  consequent  on  purchasing 
through  agents. 

America  and  Germany  seem  to  be  doing  more  towards  supplying 
this  demand  than  the  United  Kingdom. 

Russia  consumes  some  270,000  tons  of  raw  cotton  per  annum,  Ctetion 
of  which  some  100,000  tons  are  Central  Asian,  and  the  rest  im- 
ported from  abroad. 

Of  this  amount  the  Moscow  mill  district  takes  between  one- 
half  and  two-thirds. 

Of  the  Central  Asian  cotton,  the  "first  sort"  is  somewhat 
superior  to  "  fully  good  middling  American  Atlantic."  Most  of 
this  comes  to  Moscow. 

The  price  of  the  Central  Asian  cotton  is  entirely  regulated  by 
the  American  prices,  and  is  steadily  kept  just  a  point  lower. 

It  would  seem  that  the  output  of  Central  Asian  cotton  is  not 
likely  to  increase  for  some  time,  as  there  is  apparently  no  more 
available  water  for  irrigation  purposes. 

The  total  number  of  spindles  in  Russia  in  1899  was  6,091,000, 
of  which  Moscow  and  Vladimir  alone  furnish  2,519,000. 

More  and  more  people  are  going  in  for  photography,  and  the  Phoiography. 
demand  for  kodaks  is  ever  increasing.    The  smaller,  efiisily  portable 
sizes  seem  to  be  in  the  greatest  favour. 

Russians  seem  to  thoroughly  appreciate  British  makes,  and 
are  prepared  to  pay  a  considerably  higher  figure  for  a  genuine 
British  than  for  a  German  or  Russian  make. 

When  forwarding  goods,  it  is  advisable  to  have  the  usual 
directions  in  English,  with  a  translation  in  Russian  appended 
Avoid  sending  German  catalogues  and  directions. 

The  falling-oflF  in  the  figures  of  the  import  of  photographic 
appliances  into  Russia,  shown  in  the  customs  returns  (1899, 
309,000  r. ;  1900,  348,000  r. ;  1901,  217,000  r.),  I  think  is  to  be  ex- 
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Linen. 


Cloth. 


•Bicycles. 


Typewriters. 


Gamen  and 
sports. 

Agents. 


Renmrks  and 
(>uggestion«. 


plained  by  the  increasing  demand  for  kodaks  and  the  cheaper 
forms  of  camera,  which  seem  to  have  largely  ousted  the  larger 
and  more  expensive  makes. 

The  amount  of  linen  imported  for  Moscow  is  not  great,  and,  I 
am  assured,  is  falling  oflT.  Thus  in  shirts  now,  whereas  fonmerly 
the  whole  article  was  made  of  imported  linen,  now  this  is  used 
only  for  the  fronts  and  cuffs,  the  rest  being  made  of  local  manu- 
facture, wliich  is  strong  and  durable,  but  does  not  bleach  or  glaze 
as  well  as  the  imported  goods. 

Imported  linen  is  usually  kept  only  by  the  best  shops,  and  is 
generally  looked  on  as  an  unnecessary  luxury. 

The  total  import  into  Eussia  for  1900  was  only  some  34,000/. 

There  would  not  seem  to  be  a  demand  for  the  cheaper  makes 
of  cloth,  customers  who  require  that  class  of  goods  taking  Eussian 
goods.  But  as  regards  really  high-class  goods  there  is  a  steady 
sale  for  the  best  British  goods. 

There  is  a  steady  demand  for  bicycles.  It  is  advisable  to  send 
them  in  parts  to  be  put  together  in  Eussia,  otherwise  the  heavy 
customs  tarifiF  on  the  machines  makes  it  hard  for  them  to  compete 
with  other  makes.  British  goods  are  still  preferred,  and  are  in  all 
bicycle  shops. 

Typewriters  are  used  in  nearly  every  office  in  Moscow  now. 
American  makes  seem  the  favourites,  and  have  won  an  estab- 
lished position. 

There  seems  to  be  a  slightly  increased  demand  for  sporting 
tackle  generally,  tennis,  racquets,  &c. 

British  made  guns  keep  up  their  high  repute. 

Constant  requests  are  being  received  in  the  Consulate  for 
agents.     This  is  a  request  it  is  almost  impossible  to  comply  with. 

Good  men  or  firms  will  not  take  up  agencies  unless  they 
promise  a  good  return,  and  it  is  useless,  certainly  very  risky,  to 
recommend  anybody  without  capital. 

People  also  do  not  care  about  accepting  agencies  if  it  simply 
means  buying  and  paying  straight  off  for  goods,  duty,  &c.,  the 
agent  to  take  all  subsequent  risk  of  selling,  &c. 

The  best  plan  would  seem  to  be  for  various  would-be  ex- 
porters in  various  lines  to  combine,  and  have  a  common  agent 
and  depot  in  Moscow.  Naturally  the  agent  would  have  to  be  an 
energetic  man,  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  local  market  and 
its  requirements. 

The  charges  for  premises,  &c.,  if  divided  up  amongst  half-a- 
dozen  or  so  firms  would  not  come  so  very  heavy. 

I  cannot  help  again  calling  attention  to  the  class  of  repre- 
sentatives frequently  sent  to  Moscow  to  do  business.  It  is  useless 
to  send  people  who  do  not  speak  a  word  of  any  language  but 
English,  who  know  neither  the  customs  of  business  nor  the  wants 
of  the  market,  and  who  are  unable  to  take  any  responsibility 
on  themselves  and  say  "  yes  "  or  "  no  "  on  the  spot. 

The  giving  of  credit  is  also  a  great  stumbling  block,  and  the 
Germans,  who  are  more  elastic  in  this  respect,  extend  their  trade 
accordingly. 
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Until  something  approaching  metric  coinage,  weights  and 
measures  have  been  adopted  in  the  British  Empire  generally,  it 
is  desirable  to  quote  in  Kussian  roubles  and  pouds.  The  agent 
should  also  be  able  to  quote  prices  delivered  in  Moscow,  and  not 
simply  f.o.b.  in  the  United  Kingdom,  as  is  usually  done. 

British  travellers  often  do  not  make  sufficient  allowance  for 
slight  modifications  which  may  be  locally  desired ;  Germans  do. 

In  taking  contracts  and  orders  it  is  impossible  to  be  too 
careful.  Every  stipulation  should  be  carefully  stated,  as  also  date 
of  delivery,  and  either  party  should  retain  a  duly  signed  copy. 

Enquiries  should  be  made  before  doing  business  in  order  to 
avoid  bad  debts. 


Narva. 
Mr.  Vice-Consul  Siricius  supplies  the  following  returns : — 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of  Narva 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Artiolea. 


1900. 


1901. 


Flax  and  hemp 
Timber  and  sleepers 
Pit-props    . . 

Spars 

Deals  and  baMens  . . 
Sels,  alive  . . 
Tlax  waste . . 

Total 


Poods  .. 
Standards 
Square 
fathoms 
Pieces  .. 
Standards 
Poods    .. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

1  Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

:     Poods. 

£     . 

8,100 

3,610 

1        13,269 

7.062 

85,400 

62,610 

1 

}3,090,026 

36,548 

2.800 

1,600 

1 

37,300 

850 

49,250 

682 

9,166 

44,417 

•  1.867,874 

87,027 

560 

530 

550 

486 

.. 

.. 

1         1,260 

464 

103,517 


81,203 
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NABYA. 


Ebturn  of   Principal  Artides   of   Import  to  the  Port  of  Narva 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 

1900 

• 

1901. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Poods. 

£ 

Poods. 

£ 

Cotton  wool*   .. 

620,876 

663,832 

626,646 

669.464 

Jute 

198.831 

66,276 

182,816 

62,849 

70,478 

710 

977 

Pig  iron 

66,000 

8,280 

22,042 

1,264 

Coals 

280,268 

4,236 

204,738 

3,717 

Coke 

111,876 

4,718 

149,908 

8,400 

Fire-bricks  and  fire-clay 

32,300       ' 

718 

50,071 

1,228 

Herrings 

58,932 

7.071 

89,429 

4,411 

Lubricating     oil     and 

grease 

1,147 

620 

621 

926 

Leather  goods . . 

221       1 

1,150 

1,160 

679 

Musical  instruments   . . 

, , 

855 

192 

488 

Brandies  and  wines     , . 

. , 

680 

281 

601 

Sundries 

1,276 

, , 

1,310 

1  sailing  vessel  and  1 

1 

steamer 

1 

3,266 

•• 

•• 

Total     .. 

■      ,               r 
•• 

707,896 

•• 

650,754 

*  The  aboTC-stated 
during  the  winter  season  ^ 
steamers,  175,275  poods 
steamers,  116,700  poods 
poods  (260aOO;.)  ;  while 
British  steamers,  228,186 
(68,158^),  making  a  total 


import  of  cotton  wool  includes  the  transit  shipments 
—From  the  United  Kingdom  through  Reral,  by  14  British 

(156,000^.),  and  from  other  countries,  by  17  foreign 
(104,100^),  making  a  total  for  the  year  1900  of  291,976 

in  1901  there  were  from  the  United  Kingdom,  by  26 
poods  (206,0002.).  and  from  other  countries  69,780  poods 

of  297,966  poods  (268,1582.). 


Table  showing  total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  the  Port  of  Narva  to  and  from  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Tears  1900-01. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

United  Kingdom 

Holland 

Germany 

Norway 

Denmark 

United  States  of  America 

France 

Belgium 
Other  countries 

£ 

47,941 

46,481 

6,222 

•  • 

'256 
8,617 

£ 

89,829 

86,648 

3,463 

•  • 
1,268 

£ 

468,330 

486 

60,396 

7,080 

60,066 

121,484 

'l06 

£ 

641,490 

476 

79,726 

4,407 

6,260 

19,242 

"168 

Total      .. 

103,617 

81,203 

707,896 

650,764 
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NARVA. 


Rettjen  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Narva  during  the 
Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Nationality. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Yessels. 


British  .. 
German  .. 
Norwegian 
Dutch  . . 
Danish  . . 
Swedish  .. 
Russian  .. 


Total 


1900 


Tons. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


83 


573 
687 
357 
423 
460 
1,998 


27 

18 

2 

i 

1 


Tons. 


20,178 

22,591 

989 

925 

468 


Number 
of 

Vessels. 


27 
24 

8 
2 
2 

4 
8 


4,498 
7,579 


49 
59 


45,151 
49,900 


Tons. 


20,178 

23,164 

1,676 

367 

1,348 

928 

1,998 


75 
92 


49,649 
57,479 


Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Country. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British     . . 

27 

20,178 

27 

20,178 

German  .• 

6 

573 

18 

22,591 

24 

23,164 

Norwegian 

6 

687 

2 

989 

8 

1,676 

Dutch     .. 

2 

357 

, , 

, , 

2 

857 

Danish    .. 

1 

423 

1 

925 

2 

1,348 

Swedish.. 

3 

460 

1 

468 

4 

928 

Russian*. 

6 

1,518 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

1,518 

Total 

24 

4,018 

49 

45,151 

73 

49,169 

*  Two  Russian  Teseels  put  on  cabotage  serrioe. 
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NlKOULISTAD. 

Mr.  yice-Consul  Bucht  reports  as  follows : — 


83 


Ketukn  of  Priacipal  Articles  of  Export  from  Nikolaistad  during 

the  Year  1901. 


Artioles. 

! 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Pitch.. 
Cloth  of  cotto 
Fiih,  fresh  an 
Feeding  flour 
Cattle.. 
Horses 

dpicki^       !! 

Hectolitres    .. 

KUos 

,,     . .          . . 

Pieces 

1,687 

35,446 

35,415 

412,250 

1,230 

92 

695 

87,109 

372,918 

87,407 

30,276 

8,523,465 

629,044 

25,065 

87.368 

£ 

2,152 
6,648 
8.842 
1,990 
3,936 
2,390 

Swine. . 
Meat,  fresh   . 
Berries 
Skin    .  • 

•         •  •         .  • 

Kilos.!!          !! 
„     . .         .  • 

990 
3,186 
2.287 
4,620 

Butter 
Oats   .. 



„     . .          .  • 

2,787 
47.738 

Rye    .. 
Tar     .. 
Wood.. 

• 

Hectolitres    .. 
Cubic  metres. . 

4,656 
15,077 
73,771 

Tota 

1 

•  • 

175,468 
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NIKOIiAISTAD. 


Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Nikolaistad  during 
the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 


Cotton   .. 
Fish,  dried 

„    pickled     .. 
Bacon,  American 
Fruits,  f  resb  and  dried 
Tincture,  different  kinds 
Woollen  yam    . . 
Ootton  jarn 

Linen  and  hemp  yarn . . 
Grains   .. 
Manures,  artificial 
Hides 
Iron    and    steel    and    manu< 

factures  thereof 

Coffee 

Chemicals 

Leather      and     mannfactorei 

thereof 

Malt 

Engines,  different  kinds 
Flour  of  wheat.  • 
rye      .. 

OUs        

Petroleum 

Bait        

Treacle 

Sugar,  refined  .. 


Soda 

Barley 

Bice       

Bye        

Spirits,  in  bottles 

„         casks 
Stearine.. 
Coal  and  coke  • . 
Pig  iron. . 

Tsllow 

Tobacco . . 
Cordage . . 
Bicycles. .  .  • 

Wine,  in  bottles 

„       casks  . . 
Cloth  of  silk,  wool,  cotton, 
Peas       


&c, 


Total 


KUos. 


Hectolitres 
Kilos.. 


Number 
KUos.. 


Number 
EHos. 


Quantity. 


681,438 

816,414 

488,998 

509,876 

215,834 

275,668 

41,260 

21,680 

28,968 

682,866 

1,626,307 

103,408 

1,130,283 

1,146,068 

210,395 


29,165 

877,886 

878,728 

4,278,176 

8,208,183 

195,984 

484,624 

40,929 

68,329 

3,986 

6,207,865 

200,796 

565,000 

8,166,849 

4,279,821 

13,092 

10,281 

186,040 

16,822,179 

976,640 

206,209 

173,917 

186,676 

1,740 

6,928 

61,891 

111,666 

116,696 


Value. 


£ 

2^1,446 
6,172 
8,619 

20,396 
5,186 
8,424 
8,250 
2,168 
859 
6,264 
6,000 
9,988 

19,972 

48,970 

2,33  L 

4,182 

3,518 

18,710 

87,648 

19,891 

4,107 

2,980 

4,294 

765 

48 

79,864 

723 

4,520 

24,000 

23,111 

2,021 

760 

742 

16,322 

8,516 

7,887 

4,148 

o,8o9 

1,026 

865 

4,548 

17,068 

1,063 


452,695 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NIKOLAISTAD. 


65 


BlTUBN  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Nikolaistad  during  the 

Year  1901. 


Sailing* 

Steam. 

Total. 

Kalionalitj. 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Finnish  .. 
Swedish  .. 
Norwegian 
Danish    . . 
German  .. 
British    .. 
Bassian  .. 
Dutch      .. 
Belgian  .. 
French    . . 
Spanish  .. 
Austro-HangaTiai 

16 

11 

8 

18 
1 

i 

1 

•  • 

1      i 

2,994 

1,882 

798 

2,666 

76 

lio 

287 
520 

286 

48 

17 

9 

24 

8 

7 

*    1 

1 
2 

71,182 

12,816 

10,789 

6,508 

12,881 

6,448 

6,596 

845 
1,465 
1,014 

802 

54 

20 

27 

25 

8 

8 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

74,196 
14,148 
11,682 

9,074 

12,956 

6,448 

6,706 

287 

846 

1,466 

1,014 

620 

Total 
„    1900  .. 

52 
45 

8,677 
8,704 

898 

447 

129,444 
185,042 

450 
492 

138,121 
148,746 

Return  of  British  Shipping  Engaged  in  the  Indirect  Carrying 
Trade  of  Foreign  Countries  and  British  Possessions  at  the 
Port  of  Nikolaistad  (Wasa)  during  the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Countries  whence  Entered. 

Withcaigo  .. 
In  ballast      .. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

United  Kingdom     . . 

Bussia           

Germany 

Sweden' 

8 
1 
2 
1 

1,688 
801 

2,618 
884 

Cleared. 


Countries  to  which  Cleared. 

In  ballast     .. 

With  cargo  • . 
II  •• 
>i          •• 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sweden         

France          • •         • •         •  • 

Scotland        

Holland         ..     .    .. 

1 
2 
1 

1 

463 
2,148 

657 
1,171 

(124) 
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Fredrikshamn. 
Mr.  Vice-Consul  Alquiat  reports  as  follows  :- 


Return  of  British  Shipping  Engaged  in  the  Indirect  Carrying 
Trade  of  Foreign  Countries  and  British  Possessions  at  the 
Port  of  Fredrikshamn  during  the  Year  1901. 

Entered  (in  Ballast). 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Russia 

Sweden 

Germauy 

2 

1 
1 

2,869 
1,542 
1,610 

Total   .. 

4 

6,921 

Return  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Fredrikshamn  during 

the  Year  1901. 

Direct  Trade  in  BriUah  Veesels/ram  and  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  British  Colonies, 

Cleared  (with  Cargo). 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Craws. 

Value  of 
Cargo. 

4 

5,921 

69 

7,680 

Indirect  or  Garryiny  Trade  in  BriUah  Veeeelefrom  atnd  to  oiher  Oountriee. 

Entered  (in  Ballast). 


Countries  whence  Entered.               "^ssels** 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Crews. 

Russia           2 

Sweden          >              1 

Germany 1 

2,869 
1,642 
1,510 

84 

18 
17 

Total          ....                4 

5,921 

69 
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UleAborg. 
Mr.  Vice-Consul  Blunt  reports  as  follows : 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  UleSborg  during  the 

Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 

1900. 

1901. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.    |       Value. 

Hides  (raw)      .. 
Ironware 

Coffee 

Floor  (wheaten  meal).. 

„     (barley  meal)    . . 

„      (rye  meal) 

Tobacco 

Tanning  materials 

Kilos. 
1,873,248 
1,145,462 

484,200 
1,811,806 

172,316 
12,834,880 

139,651 

251,630 

£ 

73,606 

32,257 

31,957 

24,688 

1,378 

87,276 

8,360 

8,101 

Kilos. 

1,099,866 

6,736,820 

520,y46 

1,389,860 

66,000 

9,375.078 

50,846 

1,309,645 

£ 

69,892 

127,346, 

29,172 

16,672 

528 

68,748 

8,172 

4,628 

Total     .. 

•• 

262,588 

804,658 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Uleaborg  during 
the  Years  1900-01. 


1900 

1901. 

Articles. 

<tnantlt7. 

Value. 

Qnanttty. 

Valae. 

Wood- 

i. 

£ 

I^"? 

126.005 

69.678 

84680 

Pulp-wood 

... 

...1               „ 

M,648 

16,456 

96.062 

28.260 

nt-propt    

... 

...                 ,,                              ... 

25,086 

6,470 

62,694 

7,461 

Firowood    

... 

r;  C.fathomi 
\1  C.  meiera... 

2,387 

6,920 

nVifri 

7V0U. 

Leather,  dreeeed      ... 

... 

...    KilOB.         ... 

S96,287 

82.664 

719,177 

10,068 

Tfcp       

M. 

...   Barrele    ... 

M,tf24 

S7,609 

26.771 

24.094 

Batter 

... 

...    Kiloe.      ... 

116,266 

11,066 

111,662 

10,070 

Game 

...      „     .     ... 

90,984 

5.136 

99,696 

6,976 

Meat- 

Reisdeer,  freeh     ... 

... 

,,           ... 

141,964 

6,110 

147,418 

6.896 

„       tmoked ... 

... 

...'     ),           ... 

22,801 

1.419 

6,127 

624 

Total    ... 

... 

296,856 

... 

188,962 
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BSTUBN  of  British  Shipping  Engaged  in  the  Indirect  Carrying 
Trade  of  Foreign  Countries  and  British  Possessions  at  the 
Port  of  Uleiborg  during   the  Year  1901. 

Entebed. 


With 

Cargo. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Countries  whence 
Entered. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 
1,544 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

8 
2 
2 
2 

Tons. 

1,986 
2,080 
2,728 
2,757 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

8 
2 

4 
2 

Tonp. 

Sweden    .. 
GermsnT 
United  Kingdom 
Bussia     . . 

2 

1,986 
2,060 
4,272 
2,767 

Total 

2 

1,544 

9 

9,501 

11 

11,045 

Cleared. 

Witl 

i  Cargo. 

In  BaUast. 

Total. 

Countries  to 
wbioh  Cleared. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sweden   .. 
United  Kingdom 

11 

11,026 

1 

•  • 

1,181 

1 
11 

1,181 
11,026 

Total 

11 

11,026 

1 

1,181 

12 

12,157 
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Archangbl. 
Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  Paiz  reports  as  follows  :- 
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Ebturn  of  British  Shipping  Engaged  in  the  Indirect  Carrying 
Trade  of  Foreign  Countries  and  British  Possessions  at  tlie 
Port  of  Archangel  during  the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


With  Cargo. 


Couniries  whence 
Entered. 


Number ' 

of       I 

Yessels.  ! 


Tons. 


In  Ballast. 


Number ! 

of  Tons. 

Vessels. 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


Norway 
Denmark, 
Germany, 
Spain 

Total 


•  •               .  • 

•  • 

38 

28,678 

83 

28,573 

•  •               .  . 

,  , 

■  • 

2 

2,272 

2 

2,272 

'•  •             -. 

. , 

,. 

2 

1,992 

2 

1,992 

•  •               •  • 

1 

1,295 

•• 

•  • 

.      1 

1        1,295 

1 

1 

1,295 

87 

27,887 

88 

'     29,182 

1 

Cleared  (wrrn  Cargo). 


Countries  to  which  Cleared. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons.      ■ 

France 

Holland 

(Germany 

Belgium 

United  States 

Denmark 

Norway  and  Sweden     • . 

18 
6 
8 
2 
1 
1 
1 

13,680 
6,288 
2,210 
1,804 
1,606 
1,414 
1»198 

Total 

26 

27,044 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Finland  for  the 

Year  1901 

By  Mb.  Consul  Cooke. 

(ReceiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  August  25, 1002.) 

Though  the  year  in  question  has  not  been  an  unqualified  introductorj 
success,  yet  there  is,  on  the  whole,  not  much  to  find  fault  with  in  remmrkf. 
the  course  of  the  trade  of  Finland  and  Helsingfors  during  1901. 

The  wave  of  depression  had  apparently  reached  its  lowest 
depths  in  the  preceding  year,  and  now,  with  the  State  Bank  and 
the  private  banking  establishments  showing  better  balance  sheets, 
there  can  be  nothing,  apparently,  to  prevent  the  upward  swing 
from  cx)mmencing  again  after  a  very  trying  commercial  crisis. 

The  Agricultural  Bank  which  was  founded  in  1897,  and  is  of  Failure  of 
strictly  Finnish  or  nationalist  origin  (ie.,  distinct  from  the  Swedish  ?  J^^^^lv-  »> 
element,  which  exists  in  most  similar  institutions  in  Finland),  soon  OT^gricui/ 
found  itself  in  great  difficulties.  tunl  Back. 

As  there  was  but  a  trifle  of  British  capital  invested  in  the  Hardly  anjr 
Agricultural  Bank,  let  it  suffice  to  say  here  that  about  151,260/.  British  capital 
(3,800,000  marks*)  are  given  as  assets,  whilst,  perhaps,  40  per  •'^«»«*d. 
cent,  will  eventually  go  to  the  creditors,  not  counting  the  loss  of 
interest  during  the  lengthy  liquidation.     The  unfortunate  share- 
holders, on  the  other  hand,  will  get  absolutely  nothing,  and  the 
whole  loss  will  thus  amount  to  about  220,290/.  at  least     It  is 
expected  that  even  the  depositors  will  eventually  lose  a  great  part 
of  their  money. 

The  long  continued  depression  which  has  prevailed  in  the  Tunber  trade, 
timber  trade  has  not  been  without  its  effect  on  the  general  course 
of  business  in  Finland,  where  the  products  of  the  forests  play  such 
an  important  rdle. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  the  forest  owners,  in  conjunction  with 
those  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  agreed  that  about  30  per  cent  less 
timber  should  be  felled  in  Finland  in  1901,  and  that  measure, 
being  loyally  carried  out,  has  had  the  eflFect  of  keeping  the  prices 
from  sinking  too  low,  and  now,  with  the  long-looked- for  cessation  of 
hostilities  in  South  Africa,  timber  dealers  expect  with  confidence 
better  times. 

There  was  a  considerable  falling-ofif  in  the  timber  exported 
last  year,  and  the  prices  ruling  continued  to  be  low,  so  it  will 

•  The  Finniah  loark  »  1  fr. 
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probably  be  long  before  such  a  good  time  as  that  in  1^00  is  again 
seen  in  the  Grand  Duchy. 

The  following  figures  show  a  satisfactory  increase  of  paper  and 
pulp  exported-,  as  of  the  articles  made  from  the  same : — 


SUkte  railway 
Btatiitiof,  &c. 


The  Kajana- 

Tdensalmi 

Bailway. 


Harvest. 


Articles. 


Pulp  articles      .  • 
y,    and  paper  articles 

Pulp 

Paper      


Value  in  1,000  Marks  »  40/. 
1901. 


1,118 

288 

1,196 

1,386 


During  last  year  the  Grand  Duchy  continued  to  slowly  but 
surely  extend  her  railways,  and  the  autumn  of  1902  will  see  the 
Tomea  line  opened  to  traffic  as  far  es  the  little  town  of  Kemi, 
whilst  the  direct  line  between  Helsingfors  and  Hango  will  also  be 
nearly  ready. 

A  railway  is  to  be  carried  out  from  Idensalmi  to  Kajana, 
which  is  to  cost  over  320,000/. ;  the  length  will  be  about  50 
miles  and  it  will  probably  occupy  some  three  or  four  years  in 
building. 

The  total  income  from  the  State  railways  amounted  to  about 
1,107,922/.,  an  increase  of  106,037/.  over  the  preceding  year.  The 
expenses  for  the  same  period  were  about  802,181/.,  or  121,703/. 
more  than  the  preceding  year. 

This  growth  of  income  is  not  to  be  expected  for  1902,  as  the 
railways  have  suffered  of  course  considerably  from  the  general 
depression. 

This  important  line,  the  Kajana-Idensalmi  Railway,  which 
was  ready  for  traffic  on  November  5  last,  promises  to  be  of  great 
ulterior  value  for  the  ever-increasing  tourist  traffic  of  the  interior, 
opening  up  some  of  the  finest  views  in  the  country,  especially  that 
of  Kallavesi. 

The  road  occupies  53  miles,  was  four  years  in  building,  and 
cost  about  331,200/.,  so  when  the  Kajana  part  is  finished  a  most 
important  link  will  have  been  made  in  Finland's  communications, 
for  then  the  route  over  the  Ulea  Lake,  and  down  the  rapids  and 
along  the' river  of  the  same  name  to  Uleaborg,  will  be  alike  open 
to  the  trader  and  tourist. 

Finland  was  able  to  boast  of  a  good  harvest,  on  the  whole, 
in  1901,  and  it  was  got  in  as  a  rule  under  most  favourable 
conditions  of  weather,  though  the  great  heat  and  excessive  drought 
in  many  cases  operated  unfavourably. 

Owing  to  this  good  result,  the  large  amount  of  rye — in  the 
shape  of  flour  or  in  the  grain — ^usually  imported  from  Eussia, 
suffered  a  diminution,  which  will  probably  continue  in  favourable 
years,  for,  in  spite  of  the  increased  emigration,  large  tracts  of  land 
are  annually  being  brought  into  cultivation  by  clearing  the  vast 
foi-ests,  and  by  draining  the  marshes  and  countless  small  lakes. 
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The  outlook  for  the  present  year  is  decidedly  gloomy  so  far,*  Outlook  for 
owing  to  the  extraordinarily  late  spring  and  the  very  wet  summer.  ^®^' 
Still  a  fortnight  of    dry  and    hot   weather   may  work   wonders 
even  yet. 

Owing  chiefly  to  the  unnaturally  augmented  imports  of  the  ImDorte  to 
preceding  year,  when  an  ill-founded  rumour  of  an  impending  in-  HeUmgfoM. 
crease  of  duties  prevailed,  1901  has  to  show  a  decrease  of  nearly 
5,000,000  marks,  but  1902  will  probably  show  a  return  to  improved 
figures  again. 

About  2,400,000  marks  worth  of  cereals,  usually  imported  to 
Helsingfoi*s  from  Eussia,  were,  however,  not  required  in  1901, 
owing  to  the  abundant  home  harvest. 

In  spite  of  the  great  decrease  of  imports,  the  exports  from  Kxpopto  from 
Helsingfors  have  considerably  increased,  as  shown  in  the  accom-  Hehmiffori. 
panying  table,  although  a  large  proportion  of  timber  (i,e,,  5,300,000 
marks  in  1900,  against  3,100,000  marks  in  1901 ),  which  used  to  come 
to  Helsingfors  for  shipment,  now  goes  to  Lovisa,  where  a  new  private 
railway  has  recently  been  opened. 

The  natural  advantages  of  this  latter  port — which  is  now  con- 
nected by  rail  with  Lahtis,  at  the  end  of  that  great  waterway  of 
inland  lakes,  called  the  Pajanne — will,  in  all  probability,  cause  it 
to  be  a  great  place  of  export  for  Finnish  timber  and  go  far  to 
explain  the  present  falliug-oft'  of  Helsingfors  as  a  shipping  port 
for  wood. 

Several    projected    improvements   in   Helsingfors   have  been  Helsingfor* 
postponed,  owing  to  the  hard  times,  but  none  the  less  building  *^^  ^'^ 
goes  on  almost  as  nmch  as  in  recent  years,  and  palatial  tenements  ®**®'"*****- 
in  the  centre,  or  the  more  modest  wooden  and  half-wooden  tene- 
ments in  the  suburbs,  continue  to  rise  with  astonishing  rapidity,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  outdoor  work  is  impossible  here  for  at  least 
four  months  of  the  winter. 

The  Finnish  theatre,  the  interior  of  which  is  said  to  be  after  The  Finnish 
the  model  of  the  Alhambra  in  London,  is  one  of  the  most  original  *J^«a^f«- 
and,  at  the  same  time,  the  handsomest  of  similar  buildings  to  be 
seen  anywhere.  In  style  somewhat  of  the  Gothic,  built  mainly  of 
native  granite,  wich  roof  of  red  tiles,  it  cannot  fail  to  strike  the 
stranger  immediately  on  arriving  in  Finland's  capital  by  train, 
facing,  as  it  does,  the  conspicuous  public  building  known  as  the 
Athenseum,  on  the  railway  square. 

The  Finnish-speaking  inhabitants  of  Helsingfors  are  much  to 
be  congratulated  on  having  at  last  a  theatre  of  their  own,  instead 
of  the  unsightly  old  structure  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  to 
which  they  have  for  many  years  been  relegated.  The  nuuiey  for 
building  this  theatre  was  partly  subscribed  by  its  supporters  and 
partly  lent  by  the  Senate,  so  both  will  have  every  reason  to  be 
proud  of  the  new  acquisition  when  once  completely  finished. 

The  new  custom-house   buildings  on  "  Skatudden  "  deserve  New  oiutom. 
special    mencion    among   the    many    architectural   novelties    of  ^ouac. 
the  locality,    whilst  the  completion  of  the  railway  to  the  south 

•  July  31. 
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harbour  now  offers  every  facility  to  vessels  drawing  up  to 
26  feet. 

The  year  again  showed  a  slight  decrease  in  the  amount  of 
butter  exported  (the  gi*eater  part  of  which  goes  to  Hull),  but  there 
is  reason  to  expect  some  augmentation  this  year,  unless  the  English 
legislation,  restricting  the  percentage  of  water  allowed  in  foreign 
butter,  should  have  an  advei'se  effect  on  the  trade. 

There  has  been  a  steady  decline  in  the  amount  of  butter  ex- 
ported since  1897,  when  in  attained  the  maximum  of  14,561  tons. 

Last  year  the  quantity  was  about  10,000  tons,  but  this  may 
easily  be  worked  up  again  to  the  former  figures,  especially  now 
when  there  will  be  rival  shipping  companies  engaged  in  the  same 
trade — provided  always  that  there  be  sufficient  freight  to  support 
two  companies,  which  at  present  seems  rather  doubtful. 

As  concerning  this  trade  it  may  be  as  well  to  mention  here 
that  the  Finnish  Senate  has  resolved  to  give  the  liberal  subsidy  of 
a  free  loan  of  about  76,000/.  for  10  years  to  a  new  local  company, 
which  has  already  sent  representatives  to  the  United  Kingdom 
for  the  purpose  of  ordering  three  vessels  to  be  ready  in  October, 
1902.     This  fact  ought  greatly  to  assist  the  Hango  trade. 

Statistics  give  for  the  first  time  the  import  into  Finland  of  no 
less  than  about  536  tons,  nearly  16,000/.  worth  of  Russian,  or 
Siberian,  butter,  of  which  the  greater  part  was  in  transit  to  the 
United  Kingdom. 

There  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  the  Senate  will  devote 
funds  this  year  to  provide  for  the  much  needed  improvement  of 
Hango  Harbour. 

A  highly  important  and  too  long  deferred  improvement  of 
the  Finnish  pilot  service  seems  at  Istst  to  be  on  the  point  of  being 
carried  out.  The  Senate  has  recently  forwarded  to  His  Imperial 
Majesty,  the  Emperor  and  Grand  Duke,  its  proposals  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  position  of  pilots  themselves,  who  liave 
hitherto  been  inadequately  paid  for  their  very  responsible  work 
along  the  highly  dangerous  coasts  of  Finland. 

The  long  talked-of  canal  between  Lake  Ladogra  and  the  Gulf 
of  Finland  has  at  last  led  to  some  preliminary  measures  being 
taken,  though  it  is  not  sure  by  any  means  whether  Government 
will  allow  it  to  be  carried  out.  The  canal,  with  an  outlet  near 
Wiboi^,  would  have  many  advantages  for  navigation,  and  presents 
no  insupemble  difficulties. 

For  many  reasons,  but  principally,  it  is  feared,  from  the  keen 
competition  of  our  American  and  German  competitors,  the  bicycle 
trade— which  at  one  time  was  well  in  British  hands — has  practi- 
cally died  out  here,  and  although  there  are  now  more  than  1 6,000 
bicycles  in  Helsingfors  a  very  small  proportion  of  them  are 
British. 

Much  continues  to  be  talked  of  the  "  Finnish  Klondyke,"  or 
of  the  gold  which  has  been  found  again  on  the  shores  of  the  little 
rivers,  Ivaljoki  and  Tolosjoki,  in  Lapland,  and  it  is  calculated  that 
some  hundreds  of  men  are  at  present  working  on  the  spot.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  precious  metal  exists  there,  but  whether  in 
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sufficient  abundance  to  justify  the  formation  of  companies,  &c.,  the 
future  alone  can  show. 

The  severe  climate  of  these  districts  will  still,  doubtless,  prove 
a  serious  obstacle  to  work.  For  instance,  in  the  beginning  of 
July,  1902,  the  lakes  there  were  still  frozen  over,  and  no  summer 
can  be  expected  before  August.  The  gold  seekers  have  already 
suffered  very  much  from  cold,  nor  do  they  seem  as  yet  to  have 
found  much  gold  by  way  of  compensation. 

In  the  past  winter  communication  was  successfully  kept  open  Winter 
by  means  of  powerful  ice-breakers,  not  only  between  Hango  and  *»®o- 

Copenhagen,  but  ako  between  Abo  and  Stockholm,  and   this  in 
spite  of  the  severity  of  the  season. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  a  few  years  Helsingfors  will  HeUingfow  m 
be  kept  open  for  winter  trattic,  as  Hango  is  at  present.     It  is  «^  winter  port, 
simply  a  question  of  money,  for  the  great  success  of  the  ice- 
breaker "  Sampo,"  built  at  Newcastle-ou-Tyne  in  1898,  has  proved 
the  question  to  be  well  within  the  range  of  practical  politics. 

Helsingfors  continues  yearly  to  extend  its  system  of  water-  The 
works,  and   this  year    has    ordered   from  a  Middlesbrough  fin^i  witerSwke 
nearly  200  tons  of  piping.     The  same  firm,  it  may  be  stated,  has 
had  simihir  orders  for  the  last  10  years. 

.Finland's   coal    imports  from  the   United   Kingdom — mostly  Finland's 
from   the  north-east  coast — which  a  few   years  ago  were  very  j'^po'*  oi 
moderate,  have  now  begun  to  be  more  important,  as  will  be  seen  ^^^ 
from  the  following  figures : — 


Year.  Amount. 


1895 '  58,298 

1897 I  128,049 

1899 '  204.000 

1900 '  300,000 

1901 260,000» 

•  Approximate. 

From  this  we  can  judge  of  the  general  progress  of  the  Grand 
Duchy,  of  its  long  undeveloped  wealth,  and  of  the  march  of 
modern  industrialism  in  general. 

1901  shows  a  considerable  decrease,  but  this  is  probably  only 
temporary. 

The  deamess  of  coal  of  late,  and  the  great  progress  made  in  Abundance  of 
Sweden  with  the  manufacture  of  peat  fuel,  have  at  last  induced  |i?Ji^j  • 
people  in  Finland  to  try  to  develop  this   almost  inexhaustible 
source  of  natural  combustible,  for  it  is  found  in  all  the  numerous 
marshes  and  dried  up  lakes  in  wliich  the  country  abounds. 

Bojsjo,  near  Lovisa,  is  one  of  these,  and  its  start  in  the  manu-  New  pe»t 
facture  of  compressed  peat  will  be  most  interesting,  for  by  the  J^'^^"^" 
winter  of   1902  we  shall  see  it  on  the  market — indeed  it  has 
already  been  tried  with  success  on  the  Lovisa  railroad,  as  in  one 
or  two  manufactories. 
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As  the  chemical  analysis  of  the  peat  found  here  showed  it  to 
be  a  thoroughly  good  fuel,  a  company  was  formed  in  the  spring 
of  1901,  and  about  1,000  acres  of  the  marsh  were  acquired,  the 
necessary  machines  bought,  and  a  light  railway  of  5  miles  was 
commenced,  wherewith  to  convey  the  manufactured  product  to 
Lovisa. 

IJ  tons  of  this  Rqjsjo  peat  is  equal  to  about  1  ton  of  commou 
coal,  and  it  can  be  used  in  ordinary  grates  and  stoves. 

The  supply  of  this  peat  will  last  many  years,  even  at  a  greatly 
enhanced  rate  of  consumption. 

It  is  true  that  peat  was  tried  as  a  fuel  as  far  back  as  1861 — 
and  by  the  Finlayson  firm  in  Tammerfors  among  others— but  for 
some  reason  or  other  it  did  not  seem  to  succeed,  whereas  now, 
with  modern  machinery,  with  the  additional  experience  gained, 
and  with  the  ever- in  creasing  difficulties  in  obtaining  fuel  in  the 
Gmnd  Duchy,  it  is  expected  to  prove  a  profitable  business  and  be 
of  great  ulterior  value,  for  its  more  extended  use  will  to  some 
extent  avert  the  threatened  extinction  of  its  forests. 

Finland  has  its  own  finances,  has  its  own  decimal  system  of 
money,  weights  and  measures,  and  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  they 
are  admirably  managed,  as  a  deficit  in  the  receipts  of  the  (Jrand 
Duchy,  modest  as  they  are,  is  a  thing  not  known  in  recent 
yenrs. 

The  total  of  Finland's  budget  was  only  about  5,406,280/.  in 
1901.  whilst  the  estimated  expenditure  for  1902  is  about  5,135,120/., 
or  a  decrease  of  271,160/.  on  the  preceding  year,  the  necessity  for 
economy  having  made  itself  felt. 

The  national  debt  of  the  Grand  Duchy  is  almost  infinitesimal, 
about  4,500,000/.,  and  is  far  more  than  balanced  by  the  value  of 
the  State  railways  alone,  not  to  mention  the  immense  landed 
property  and  vast  forests,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  Government. 

This  debt,  which  of  late  years  has  been  raised  mainly  from 
German  and  French  bankers,  the  latest  loan  of  1898  being  about 
2,165,800/.  from  the  CriJdit  Lyonnais,  is  given  below : — 

Year.  Amount. 

I  ^ 

1899 I         4,603,181 

1900 I         4,499,268 

1901 I        4,467,996 


It  is  well  worthy  of  mention  though  that  whilst  the  previous 
state  of  the  money  market  was  rather  hard  for  the  Grand  Duchy, 
e.</.  4^  per  cent,  was  the  price  paid  to  Messrs.  Bleichroder  in  1880 
and  3^  per  cent,  to  the  Credit  Lyonnais  for  a  small  loan  of  about 
100,000/.  in  1895,  3  per  cent,  only  was  the  interest  to  be  paid  on 
tbe  latest  loan  raised  by  Finland  (in  1898),  so  that  there  is  every 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  result. 

When  it  is  added  that  these  loans  have  been  made  solely  for 
railways,  canals,  &c.,  in  a  word  for  developing  by  their  means 
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the  natural  resources  of  the  country,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  (rrand 
Duchy  is  now  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition  financially. 

In  spite  of  an  increased  emigration  the  population  continued  j^opnlation. 
steadily  to  increase  too,  and  may  be  put  at  over  3,000,000  at  the 
end  of  1901. 

The  population  is  made  up  of  about  2,500,000  Finns,  500,000 
Swedes,  or  those  descended  from  them,  and  perhaps  100,000 
Eussians. 

The  Swedes  and  Finns  are  of  the  Lutheran  religion,  whilst  the  Bellgion. 
Eussians  belong  to  the  Orthodox  Church. 

The  Grand  Duchy,  in  spite  of  its  size,  has  only  one  university,  EducatioiL 
but  this  is  well  frequented,  for  2,402  students  were  inscribed  in 
its  books  last  year,  of   whom  1,211  actually  attended  lectures; 
about  500  of  these  were  ladies. 


Tammerfors. 

Some  account  may  be  of  interest  with  regard  to  the  rapid  a  Scotchman 
growth  and  continued  prosperity  of  Tammerfors,  a  town  of  which  "^^ 
the  great  majority  of  Englishmen   has   never,  perchance,  even  J^^^jf*"*^'" 
heard,  and  founded,  as  it  was,  in  Swedish  times,  little  more  than  a  ohwter." 
century  ago. 

And  yet  it  is  a  striking,  a  deeply  interesting  locality,  this 
"  Manchester  of  Finland,"  with  nearly  50,000  inhabitants,  mighty 
rapids,  at  the  outlet  of  Nesi  Lake,  and  highly  picturesque  position 
in  general. 

Tammerfors  first  became  known  to  the  outer  world  when  a  Tammerfow  a 
Scotsman,  named  Finlayson,  came  to  settle  on  its  wild  shores  and  ^J*®  town  till 
put  to  a  practical  use  its  vast  waterfalls,  some  80  years  ago,  and  ^^^' 
when  he  strove  to  found  the  now  immense  mills,  which  bear  his 
name.  He  met,  however,  with  such  continuous  misfortunes  and 
hindrances  that  he  left  the  country  finally,  having  sold  the  whole 
aflfair  to  younger  hands,  the  Notbecks  (from  the  Baltic  provinces), 
who  have  since  carried  it  on  with  an  ever-growing  success, 
favoured,  it  is  true,  by  a  special  rm[)erial  Decree  of  the  Emperor 
Alexander  II,  which  will,  however,  expire  on  January  1,  1906. 
This  Decree  gave  the  right  to  the  town  to  import  all  machinery 
and  raw  material  duty  free  till  the  above  date,  and  this  is  why, 
in  this  highly  protective  country  and  age,  we  see  there  all  the 
beat  and  latest  spinning  or  weaving  machinery  that  the  United 
Kingdom  can  produce.  At  the  same  time,  I  noticed  at  least  one 
establishment  where  all  the  machinery  came  from  Germany,  but 
I  hope  that  this  is  an  isolated  case.  It  is  well  nigh  12  years 
since  I  was  in  Tammerfors,  so  I  could  not  fail  to  be  much  impressed 
at  the  great  progress  that  the  town  has  made  in  the  interval. 

The  importance  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  getting  the  extensive  AdrifabiUty 
orders,  which  are  bound  to  come  in  before  the  withdrawal  of  the  of  the  United 
privil^es,  is  self-evident,  for  it  is  almost  a  certainty  that  these  ^|^**^ 
will  never  be  renewed.  g  o   «»• 

In  the  vast  Finlayson  establishments  about  4,000  workpeople 
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are  employed,  nearly  all  native  Finns,  whilst  there  are  some  half- 
dozen  Englishmen  as  overseers,  &c.  The  various  mills  are  lighted 
entirely  by  electricity,  derived  from  the  waterfalls  themselves. 
There  are  about  5,000  lamps,  and  the  machinery  for  the  same  is 
supplied  by  the  Finnish  Electric  Light  Company,  who  have  their 
principal  office  at  Helsingfors. 

Besides  the  Finlayson  establishments,  this  company  has  also 
provided  the  municipality  of  Tammerfors  and  the  little  town  of 
St.  Michael,  together  with  the  well-known  Putilov  Works  in 
Eussia,  with  electric  light,  &c. 

How  matters  may  be  expected  to  go  on  in  Tammerfors  after 
1905,  it  is  hard  to  say,  but  having  once  got  such  a  good  start,  the 
com]>any  will  doubtless  know  how  to  continue. 

The  annual  output  of  Finlayson's  works  is  over  500,000/.,  most 
of  the  produce  going  to  Russia. 

Tammerfors,  or  rather  an  iron  manufacturing  company  therein, 
has  now  begun  to  make  for  the  State  some  of  the  locomotives 
required,  they  being  mostly  of  the  "  Mogul "  type,  such  as  are 
used  on  the  luggage  trains.  I  saw  many  of  these  in  all  stages  of 
constiuction,  and  I  was  told  that  over  30  such  had  been  already 
accepted  by  the  railway  department  out  of  the  60,  for  which  a 
contract  has  been  made. 

There  is  also  the  old-established  paper  manufactory  and  pulp 
mill  at  Tammerfors  of  J.  C.  J'renckell  and  Son,  which  makes  paper, 
&c.,  to  the  value  of  about  80,000/.  a  year,  and  employs  about  350 
hands.     This  establishment  employs  water-power  only. 

A  visit  to  the  old-establislied  Nokia  Paper  and  Pulp  Mills,  over 
which  1  was  shown  by  the  obliging  manager,  was  also  well  worth 
the  trouble.  The  produce  amounts  to  about  170,000/.  yearly, 
mostly  for  export  to  Eussia  and  the  United  Kingdom,  the  motive 
power  being  water  again. 

These  mills  are  situated  about  15  miles  from  the  town  and  are 
now  in  process  of  enlargement,  employing  at  present  about  550 
hands. 

The  Tammerfors  Cotton  Manufacturing  Company  on  the  out- 
skirts of  the  town  is  also  a  thriving  concern,  employing  about  500 
hands,  with  a  capital  of  80,000/.,  and  works  principally  for  the 
home  market.     Steam  is  the  motive  power. 

The  John  Dalberg  and  Co.  Weaving  and  Spinning  Mills,  with  a 
share  capital  of  about  8,000/.,  manufactures  every  kind  of  woollen 
article  and  hosiery,  to  a  value  of  about  55,000/.  a  year,  mostly  for 
export.  It  was  estabUshed  in  1882  and  employs  about  250  hands. 
This  establishment  uses  steam-power  only. 

Linen,  yarn  and  cloth  are  also  made  on  a  large  scale  at 
Tammerfors.  The  Tammerfors  Linen  Factory  exports  mostly  to 
Eussia.  The  value  of  production  is  about  128,000/.  yearly,  and 
hands  employed  about  600.     The  motive  power  is  water. 

Finally  there  remain  the  Klingendahl  Spinning  Mills  to  be  men- 
tioned, but  here  I  may  say  that  all  the  machinery  for  the  same  is 
German,  as  also  the  dyes,  but  about  200  tons  of  British  cheviot 
are   annually  used  in  the  works.      This  establfshment  employs 
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about  250  men,  is  worked  by  steam-power  only,  and  at  the  time 
of  my  visit,  owing  to  the  depression  then  prevailing,  was  only 
working  at  half  time,  i.e.,  three  days  per  week. 

I  may  as  well  state  here  that  during  my  absence  of  nearly  ^f^.  , 
four  years  from  Helsingfors,  ie.,  1897-1901,  another  Scotchman,  J^^^y^^g 
being  much  struck  with  the  situation  and  prospects  of  Tammerfors,  in 
and  having  a   little  capital  at  his  disposal,  also  started  some  T»nan»«»*fori- 
weaving  works  there.    He  got  over  several  British  workmen — at 
one  time,  I  am  told,  as  many  as  40 — ^but  for  some  reason  or 
other  he  soon  gave  up  the  business,  which  was  then  sold  at  a 
considerable  loss,  and  he  eventually  returned  to    the    United 
Kingdom  with  the  greater  part  of  his  workmen. 

Eeturx  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  and  Import  to 
Finland  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 

Exports. 


Articles. 


Timber 
Firewood  .. 
Wood-pulp,  &c. 
Paper 
Corn 


Quantity. 


1901. 


Standards 
Met.  tons 


726,566t 

202,288t 

61,026 

36,615 


1900. 


811»228 

212,887 

62,964 

84,806 

9,060 


*  Not  jet  available. 

Imposts. 


Articles. 


Cool.. 

Cora 

Sugar         .. 
Inm  and  steel        • 
Coffee 

Cotton  •• 
Tobacco  .  • 
Wines  and  spirits  • 


Quantity. 


1001. 


1900. 


Met.  tons. 

184,102 

96,000t 

29,104 

28,680 

8,876 

6,416 

2,485 

1,223 


Met.  tone. 

204,362 

116,488 

31,747 

26,034 

11,650 

6,148 

6,158 

2,981 


t  Approximate. 
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Helbingfobs. 

Rbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  and  Import  to 
Helsing^ors  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 

Exports. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1901. 

1900. 

Timber 

Ships  and  boats 

Paper  and  paper>palp  •  • 
Wood  manufactures     • .         • . 

Tissues 

Machinery         

Hides,  skins  and  manufactui^es 

of  same           

Yarioos 

Finnish  marks. 
8,118,847 
2,864,948 
2,822,029 
1,118,702 
834,515 
246,146 

95,746 
2,425,248 

Finnish  marks. 

5,885,291 
767,116 

1,980,092 
500,609 
479,166 
259,712 

433,333 
1,263,996 

Total 

Equir.  in  sterling  •  • 

13,026,681 
621,027 

11,069,318 

£ 
442,772 

Imports. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1901. 

1900. 

Com  and  flour 

Iron,  rails,  &c 

Machinerj         

Sugar 

Tissues 

Beady-made  clothes      . . 

Coffee     ..         

Coal        

Wines  and  spirits 

Petroleum 

Various 

Finnish  marks. 
6,961,115 
4,811,189 
4.266,482 
8,690,774 
2,849,844 
2,002,400 
1,849,436 
1,606,889 
1.260,998 
1,232,951 
24,817,218 

8,345,429 
6,494,671 
5,267,871 
4,467,068 
4,106,228 
2,066,288 
2,620,692 
8,240,200 
8,092,061 
1,586,200 
24,985,748 

Total 

Equiy.  in  sterling  .. 

54,338,796 

£ 
2,178,652 

66,222,866 

£ 

2,648,694 

.  Last  year  shows  a  decided  decrease  in  the  receipts  of  the 

HelriS^fors     Helsingfors  custom-bouse,  as  the   foUowing   figures   prove,  but 
Custom-         this  is  probably  only  owing  to  the  hard  times  at  present  existing 
in  Finland : — 


house. 
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Tear. 

Value. 

1901           

1900          

1899           

Finnish  marks.* 
10,601.176 
18,864,481 
12,817,812 

The  same  returns  for  the  whole  country  show — 

Year. 

Value. 

1901           

1900          

1899          

Finnish  marks.* 
80,220,022 
89,812,286 
38,977,828 

Betums  of 
Finland 
Custom- 
hoose. 


*  Finnish  mark  ^  1  frano. 
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Beport  on  the  Trade,  <fec.,  of  Odessa  and  District  for  the  Tear  1901 
By  Mr.  Consul-general  C.  S.  Smith. 

(Beceived  at  Foreign  Office,  September  6, 1902.) 

The  report  which  follows  cannot  be  considered  as  more  than 
preliminary ;  for  no  official  statistics  are  obtainable  in  Odessa, 
nor  is  the  report  of  the  Odessa  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  1901 
likely  to  be  published  for  several  months  yet.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  I  hope  to  be  able  to  supplement  this  report. 

For  much  of  the  present  report  I  am  indebted  to  Pavani's 
Bulletin,  of  January,  and  for  some  of  it  to  the  "  Odesski  Listok." 

In  the  year  1901  it  appears  that  the  total  exports  from  Odessa,  Genenl 
exclusive  of  goods  in  transit,  were  87,000,000  poods  (1,402,527  tons),  abatement, 
of  which  about  75,000,000  poods  (1,209.075  tons)  were  grain.     In 
the  year  1900  the  total  exports,  exclusive  of  transit,  are  given  as 
54,800,000  poods  (883,430  tons),  valued  at  58,360,000  r.,  of  which 
about  47,000,000  poods  (757,687  tons)  were  grain. 

The  export  of  other  articles  rose  therefore  from  7,800,000  poods 
(125,743  tons)  to  12,000,000  poods  (193,452  tons).  The  commodi 
ties  besides  grain  in  which  there  was  an  increase  are  flour,  bran, 
staves,  worked  leather,  ropes,  linen  and  manufactured  goods,  cattle, 
horses  and  sheep.  There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  soft 
sugar  and  building  wood. 

In   its  general  character  as   in   its  results   the   grain   trade  Sxporu. 
of  this  market  for  the  year  under  review  (1901)  was  in  every  Oereala. 
respect  more   favourable  than  the  previous   year,  because  1900 
was  a  bad  harvest  year,  while    1901  was   a  good   harvest  year 
The  good  harvest  was  specially  welcome  coming  after  the  three 
successive  bad  and  costly  years,  and  has  brought  gain  to  all. 

The  year  under  review,  including  the  end  of  the  previous  Harvest 
year  (1900),  whicli  finished  in  June,  and  the  beginning  of  the  new  l^oi. 
season,  which  coincided  with  the  appearance  on  the  market  in 
July  of  grain   of   the  new  harvest  covers  two  periods  entirely 
distinct  in  character. 

During  the  course  of  the  first  period  (half  year)  the  Odessa 
market  was  suffering  from  all  the  consequences  of  the  bad  harvest 
of  the  previous  year.  Under  this  depressing  influence,  and  having 
no  very  considerable  stock  (depdt)  of  grain  products  at  its  dis- 
posal— the  stocks  at  the  first  of  everv  month  fluctuated  between 
76,000  and  98,580  tchetverts  (12,251  and  15,893  tons)— the  trade 
was  very  tight  and  the  turnover  was  small,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  condition  of  the  market  was  strong  and  at  times  even  lively. 
(177)  '  A  2 
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It  is  true  that  deals  in  grain  products  were  effected  at  high 
prices,  but  this  was  of  little  benefit  when  they  showed  a  loss  to  the 
merchant,  who  had  himself  purchased  very  dear.  In  addition  to 
this  the  local  rise  of  prices  for  grain  was  paralysed  by  the  abundant 
offers  of  it,  and  at  lower  prices  from  the  Azov  region,  so  that  our 
market  could  not  develop  its  customary  activity. 

But  with  the  beginning  of  the  second  half  year,  and  thanks  to 
a  veiy  favourable  combination  of  conditions,  the  Odessa  market 
quickly  became  active. 

The  favourable  conditions  were : — 

(1)  In  the  parts  which  feed  the  Odessa  market  there  were 
generally  good  harvests ;  there  was  a  very  good  harvest  in  the 
Kherson  Government,  a  brilliant  harvest  in  the  Bessarabian 
Government,  and  average  harvests  in  the  Governments  of  Podolia 
and  Ekaterinoslav. 

(2)  The  harvest  in  the  Azov  district  failed  and  could  not 
interfere  with  the  Odessa  market. 

(3)  The  great  lack  of  rye  (and  also  of  potatoes)  in  Germany, 
where,  especially  in  the  north-west,  the  Odessa  market  finds  a 
ready  sale  for  its  grain  produce. 

(4)  The  great  lack  of  both  maize  and  wheat  in  North  America 
and  in  the  North  and  West  of  Europe. 

The  above  circumstances  enabled  the  Odessa  market  to  sell 
very  favourably  her  rich  stores  of  grain,  notwithstanding  the 
heavy  fall  in  price  ae  compared  with  the  first  half  of  the  year. 
The  grain  market  was  very  brisk,  big  deals  were  made,  and  the 
quantity  exported  exceeded  all  former  records. 

It  is  noticeable  that  the  barley  crop  was  only  moderate,  not 
justifying  the  hopes  of  dealers,  which  had  been  very  high.  Many 
were  led  to  sell  their  crops  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  at  a  low 
price,  but  soon  repented  as  the  demand  and  price  increased ;  those, 
however,  who  had  some  still  in  hand  recouped  themselves  for 
their  loss. 

Again,  on  account  of  the  lack  of  maize  in  America  the  demand 
for  this  grain  was  much  earlier  than  usual,  and  at  a  much  higher 
price.  Owing  to  this,  the  maize  of  the  new  harvest,  which  is 
usually  for  sale  in  the  month  of  May  of  the  next  year,  was  so 
much  needed  for  export  that  it  had  to  be  dried  and  sent  off  even 
in  the  cob.  Owing  to  the  great  demand  for  maize  for  export 
railway  wagons  ran  very  short 

In  spite  of  the  increased  quantity  of  cargo,  freights  were 
not  high,  and  exporters  were  able  to  send  all  wagons  direct,  without 
a  stop,  to  the  port  ibr  loading  on  board  ship. 

The  latter  circumstance,  so  advantageous  to  the  exporters,  was 
against  the  interests  of  the  warehouse  owners,  for  quite  two-thirds 
of  the  warehouses  were  empty. 
yriceB  l^^e  following  table  gives  an  account  of  price  movements  in 

1901  :— 
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Destinations  of  Grain  Exports  in  1901. 


DettinalioBB. 


i^unmr. 

Coontrr. 

Whtafc. 

Bye. 

MdM. 

Bartaj. 

Cats. 

Total, 
1901. 

Total, 
1900. 

Unlfeed  Kingdom  ... 
Oonnany    ... 

SSSS?  z   z 

Italy 

'  France        

Otber  eountiiM    ... 

Tom. 
7S.0S0 
21,666 
12.147 
168,280 
86,871 
80,166 
18,989* 

Tom. 

1,149 

48,987 

965 

112,266 

60.626t 

Tom. 
109,067 
14,060 
20,782 
48,662 
1,078 
7,764 

ao.262t 

Tom. 
98,141 
87,614 
26,629 
79,842 
24 
82 
81,868S 

Tom. 

8,248 

824 

602 

1,496 

686 

8,187 

17 

Tom. 

281,646 

167,490 
61,126 

896,488 
67,064 
91,088 

141,697 

Tons. 
196.060 
89,887 
46,434 
218,269 
64,810 
96,134 
28,913 

Total    

449,667       218,848 

226,580 

819,086    ;     14,418 

1,228,487  ,     704,046 

*  To  Egjpt,  4,648  torn ;  Turkey,  1,864  torn ;  Spain,  10,996  torn, 
t  Denmark,  10,660  tons ;  Norway  and  Sweden,  48,862  torn. 
^  Denmark,  28,211  torn;  Norway  and  Sweden,  1,192  torn. 
Denmark,  12,700  tens ;  Norway  and  Sweden,  18,844  tuns. 


i 


The  harvest  in  South- West  Russia  is,  over  large  areas,  Prospecto  i 
exceedingly  good,  but  in  many  parts  of  my  district  last  year's  Ifi02. 
harvest  was  so  satisfactory  that  it  will  be  hard  to  beat.  There 
have,  however,  been  some  cases  of  total  failure;  indeed  within 
a  radius  of  30  miles  of  Odessa  itself  the  harvest  has  badly 
sufiFered  from  drought  or  hailstorms.  Wheat  is  generally  believed 
to  be  either  satisfactory  or  above  the  average,  and  this  means 
much,  as  it  forms  the  staple  of  the  export  trade  of  South 
Eussia.  Grain  has  arrived  at  the  town  in  considerable  quan- 
tities, but  prices  are  firm,  especiaUy  for  grain  which  is  ready  for 
shipment. 

In  Bessarabia  I  hear  that  the  cereal  harvest,  with  the  exception 
of  maize,  has  almost  everywhere  been  good  in  regard  to  quantity. 
Wheat  and  oats  are  said  to  be  of  good  quality,  and  the  quality  of 
barley  is  satisfactory.  The  maize  crop,  which  during  the  month 
of  June  promised  very  well,  is  now  showing  bad  results  over  con- 
siderable areas  owing  to  the  intense  heat  of  the  month  of  July 
and  the  absence  of  rain,  and  in  some  parts  of  this  Gosrernment  the 
crop  is  already  talked  of  as  a  total  failure.  In  Bessarabia  much 
depends  upon  the  maize  crop  for  a  satisfactory  year,  but  this  year 
the  failure  is  partly  compensated  by  the  good  crop  in  other 
articles.  It  may  be  that  in  view  of  the  present  excellent  crop 
prospects  in  the  United  States,  maize  would  not  have  played  the 
important  part  this  year  which  it  did  in  last  year's  exports. 
Winter  grain  is  above  the  average,  and  in  general  oats  are  good, 
but  near  Eishinef  the  oat  crop  has  been  a  failure,  and  barley  has 
only  shown  average  results. 

The  harvest  in  the  Kherson  Government  is  uneven,  and  shows 
large  variation  in  the  yield  per  acre,  and  this  applies  to  barley, 
spring  wheat,  winter  wheat  and  rye.  In  the  valley  of  the  Upper 
Dnieper,  in  the  districts  of  Alexandrovsk  and  Nicopol,  the  crop  in 
wheat  is  a  record :  it  is  estimated  that  from  Alexandrovsk  and 
district  alone  there  will  be  for  export  40,000,000  poods  (644,840 
tons),  and  the  wheat  shown  on  the  first  samples  is  of  excellent 
quality.     This  is  a  far  better  result  than    n   1893,  which  is 
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generally  allowed  to  have  been  the  best  crop  known  for  manjr 
years.  The  Lower  Dnieper  crops  are  also  satisfactory,  but  not  to 
be  compared  with  those  of  the  districts  already  mentioned. 

The  Taurida  Government,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  shows 
considerable  variations  in  different  parts,  and  taken  as  a  whole  the 
crops  ai-e  not  above  the  average.  In  the  Crimea  the  harvest 
is  bad. 

In  the  Governments  of  Kieff,  Volhynia  and  Podolia  the  crop  of 
winter  wheat  has  been  very  good,  and  some  samples  of  magni- 
licent  quality  and  verj"  heavy  in  weight  have  been  already  shown 
on  the  Odessa  market. 

Although  in  certain  parts  of  this  district  insect  pests  have 
made  their  appearance,  there  has  been  in  general  but  little  harm 
done,  and  this  fact,  combined  in  most  cases  with  a  sufi&ciency  of 
rain,  has  contributed  largely  to  the  satisfactory  harvest  which  has 
happily  been  carried  in  South  Eussia. 

There  are  already  signs  that  a  brisk  business  may  be  expected 
in  the  grain  trade,  and  the  season's  campaign  has  opened,  though 
so  far  business  is  chiefly  of  a  speculative  nature  since  firms  of 
standing  prefer  to  wait  for  the  better  knowledge  which  comes 
later,  when  the  result  of  the  harvest  is  accurately  determined. 

Freights  are  low  and  there  is  at  present  no  lack  of  steamers 
ready  to  load  grain. 

The  harvest  for  peas,  beans,  &c.,  in  1901,  varied  considerably, 
according  to  the  kind  of  product.  Thus  haricot  beans  gave  a  good 
harvest,  while  peas,  which  were  attacked  by  the  Hessian  fly,  suffered 
severely.  The  same  can  be  said  of  broad  beans  and  lentils,  which 
gave  a  poor  crop. 

Since  the  demand  for  pulse  products  was  fairly  strong  during 
the  year,  the  supply,  owing  to  non-delivery  of  wagons,  was  soon 
exhausted,  and  prices  were  affected. 

There  were  exported  from  Odessa  in  1901  about  1,450  tons  of 
linseed,  of  which  150  tons  went  to  the  United  Kingdom  and 
1,290  tons  to  Holland ;  also  1,906  tons  of  rape  seed,  of  which  400 
tons  went  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  1,506  tons  to  Holland 

Other  principal  articles  of  export  from  Odessa  are  estimated 
as  follows : — 


Quantity. 

Country, 

Beans. 

Peas. 

OUCake. 

Flour. 

Bran. 

Sugar. 

Timber. 

Tons. 

Ton*. 

Tons. 

Tods. 

Tout. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

United  Kingdom    ... 

1,900 

980 

4,836 

1,420 

2,387 

210 

14,900 

GennaDy      

... 

... 

3,820 

220 

4,470 

... 

... 

Belgium       

204 

646 

8,080 

... 

920 

8,882 

Holland        

... 

700 

6,870 

940 

8,500 

... 

34,000 

Italy   

1,620 

1,100 

... 

82 

M. 

6,820 

... 

France          

1.240 

a,860 

1,670 

82 

.•. 

•M 

88,260 

Austria-Hungary    ... 

106 

90 

... 

•  •• 

680 

Egypt 

10 

20 

... 

14,880 

2,880 

67,880 

Greece 

... 

92 

486 

... 

48 

bOO 

Turkey          

60 

100 

14,000 

... 

11,800 

18,216 

Denmark       

... 

... 

iViio 

... 

1,520 

... 

••. 

Other  countrie* 

60 

.«L 

806 
26.642 

1,076 
82,984 

1,619 

2,842 

... 

Total 

6.200 

6.988 

14,266 

28.100 

167,468 
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The  total  amount  of  imports  which  paid  duty  in  Odessa  in  the  imports, 
year  1901  is  reckoned  as  20,000,000  poods  (322,420    tons),  and 
valued  at  50,000,000  r.   (5,291,052Z.).    For  the  year  1900  the 
imports  which  paid  duty   here   were   put  at  31,500,000  poods 
(506,811  tons),  and  valued  at  37,800,000  r.  (4,000,000/.). 

In  a  supplementary  report  I  may  explain  how  it  is  that  the 
value  of  the  goods  which  paid  duty  in  Odessa  should  have  so 
greatly  increased  whilst  the  gross  weight  has  so  greatly  di- 
minished At  present  the  only  explanation  I  can  offer  is  that 
the  quantity  of  coal  on  which  duty  was  paid  fell  off  largely. 
An  increase  is  reported  in  tea,  fire-proof  bricks  and  tiles,  vegetable 
oils,  pig  iron  in  bars,  sheet  iron,  lead  in  bars,  cotton,  and  woven 
and  knitted  woollen  goods. 

The  import  of  tea    in    transit    (to    inland    custom-houses)  Ten  in  tnuuiu 
amounted  to  16,121  tons. 

Before  the  year  1884  British  coal  paid  no  import  duty,  and  Coal, 
used  to  be  imported  at  Odessa  at  the  rate  of  some  250,000  tons 
annually. 

In  that  year  a  tax  equal  to  4«.  a  ton  was  imposed,  which  in 
1886  was  increased  to  6^.  a  ton.  In  1890  it  was  raised  to  its 
present  point  of  6  c.  per  pood,  which  at  the  present  exchange 
is  75.  lO^d,  per  long  ton. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  import  of  British  coal  at 
Odessa  in  recent  years : — 


Tear. 


.1898 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 


Quantity. 


Tons. 
81,474 
66,750 
82,480 
160,200 
112,000 
97,226 


The  table  clearly  shows  how  the  very  heavy  duty  has  brought 
down  the  imports  of  British  coaL  In  the  year  1898  the 
inconvenience  and  difficulty  felt  by  consumers  were  so  severe  that 
a  special  order  was  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  allowing  the 
following  coal  to  be  imported : — 


At  one-qnarter  duty— 
Honaehold  pnrpOMt 
Steamship  companies 

Free — 
Bailwaj  companies 

Total 


Quantity. 

Tooa 

96,780 
62,679 

80,600 

240,059 
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As  a  result  there  was  an  immediate  rise  in  the  importation  of 
foreign  coal.  The  privilege  was  to  expire  in  September,  1900 ;  it 
was  slightly  extended,  bnt  only  to  end  early  in  1901. 

There  seems  no  doubt  that  if  duties  were  taken  off  (the  British 
export  duty  of  Is.  per  ton  is  a  trifle  compared  to  the  Eussian  duty 
of  7$.  lO^d,)  the  import  of  British  coal  would  soon  swell  to  more 
than  its  former  volume  of  250,000  tons  annually.  Russian  coal 
is  good  for  coking,  but  it  contains  a  considerable  amount  of 
sulphur.  It  will  not  keep  for  long  nor  can  it  be  stacked  more 
than  a  yard  deep  for  fear  of  spontaneous  combustion.  Every  ton 
therefore  requires  an  area  of  about  IJ  square  yards  to  stand  on,  a 
serious  disadvantage  where  the  saving  of  space  is  a  cx)nsideration. 
It  would  require  nearly  an  acre  of  ground  to  store  3,000  tons. 

Last  year  the  price  of  Cardiff  coal  in  Odessa  harbour  was 
11, 195.  4rf.  to  21.  28.  per  ton. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Bussian  coal  consumed  at  Odessa  is 
from  the  Donetz  basin  vifl  Mariupol,  but  some  is  brought  from 
Poland,  and  anthracite  is  brought  from  Eostov. 

The  price  of  the    best  Eussian   coal   at    Odessa  is   16  J   c, 
per  pood  (1/.  Is.  7d.  per  long  ton)  plus   1  c.  per  pood  put  in 
bunkers.     The  freight  from  Mariupol  to  Odessa  was  2^  to  2i  c, 
per  pood. 
Agricultural  The  good  harvest  has  brought  about  a   strong  demand   for 

Buwhinery.  agricultural  machineiy.  The  United  Kingdom  has  taken  her 
share  of  the  trade,  though  certain  classes  of  machines  seem  no 
longer  to  be  sold.  For  instance,  harvesters  are  not  now  supplied 
by  British  firms;  30  years  ago  they  were  sold  by  British 
firms,  and  were  so  well  made  that  many  are  still  in  use,  as  is 
shown  by  the  annual  demand  for  renewable  parts.  But  British 
harvesters  are  made  for  big  English  horses,  and  are  too  heavy  for 
the  much  smaller  horses  and  bullocks  used  in  Eussia.  Manu- 
facturers in  the  United  States  have  put  on  the  market  a  much 
lighter  machine  which  has  displaced  the  British  production.  No 
doubt  the  best  thing  for  us  would  be  an  improveihent  in  the 
breed  of  Eussian  horses.  But  until  this  is  accomplished  it  is 
likely  that  generally  speaking  the  lighter  harvesters  will  hold  the 
maiket. 

German  firms  supply  many  kinds  of  machines  (see  my  Eeport 
No.  2743).  They  give  longer  credit  and  sell  more  cheaply  than 
Britisli  firms.  I  merely  mention  this  as  a  fact,  not  as  an  example 
necessarily  to  be  followed,  for  German  firms  which  are  over- 
accommodatirg  often  experience  losses  which  are  avoided  by 
business  men  who  are  less  eager  to  do  business  at  any  price.  The 
Geiman  supply  of  these  machines  has  sprung  up  in  the  last  few 
years.  German  machines  are  now  being  tested  by  time,  and 
British  manufacturers  have  no  need  to  dread  the  competition. 
Many  purchasers  of  German  machinery  have  also  bought  the 
knowledge  that  true  economy  is  best  served  by  buying  a  really 
good  article. 
Other  The  following  is  a  preliminaiy  list  of  the   other  principal 

imports.         imports  to  Odessa : — 
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Articles. 


Sheet  iron , 

^Vroagllt  iron         

Tin 

Tinware 

Reapers       

Engines  (locomobiles) 

Macliiiiee  (in  sections)       

Oranges  and  lemons  

Raisins,  dates,  Ac 

Resin  

Copra  and  castor  seed 

Vegetable  oiU        

I)7e-staffB 

Steel 

Lead 

Paper  

Cast  iron 

Instroments 

Scythes,  spades,  shovels^  kc 

Machines 

Coffee  

Spices  

Spirits         (bottles) 

(csAs) 

Dye-wood 

Bricks,  tiles 

Jute 

Cotton         

Pish 

Whit«lead 

Verdigris 

Copperas 

Mineral  wax  


Quantity. 

Tons. 

12,280 

1,890 

588 

862 

866 

787 

1,180 

26,987 

1,270 

3.848 

11,918 

8,250 

1,645 

1,440 

4,572 

170 

470 

S5Z 

882 

1,112 

2,870 

1,380 

1,288 

65 

7,673 

12,655 

4,065 

80,710 

985 

1,152 

210 

112 

595 


On  page   25  attention  is  drawn  to  the  opportunity  for  the  British  and 
extension  of  British  trade  which  is  likely  to  be  offered  by  the  SjS?Rii«Sa?* 
expiry  of  the  Eusso-German  Commercial  Treaty  of  1894.  '***'*' 

The  treaty  stands  until  the  end  of  1903.  If  either  side  has 
notified  an  intention  12  months  before  this  date  to  terminate  it, 
it  will  then  come  to  an  end.  Failing  such  notice  it  will  remain  in 
force,  terminable  by  either  side  on  12  months'  notice. 

Whether  the  treaty  will  be  terminated  is  not  a  matter  on 
which  I  can  form  a  judgment,  and  in  any  case  there  will  be 
12  months'  warning.  But  it  may  be  useful  to  point  out  how 
British  trade  would  be  afl'ected  by  the  expiry  of  the  treaty. 

If  the  German  treaty  comes  to  an  end  the  tariff  which  is 
contained  in  it  ceases  to  be  a  conventional  tariff,  and  becomes 
liable  to  change  at  the  discretion  of  the  Russian  Government. 
This  may  be  of  serious  importance  to  British  traders  who,  by 
virtue  of  the  "  most-favoured-nation "  clause  in  the  British  Com- 
mercial Treaty,  enjoy  the  reduced  rates  of  the  German  treaty ; 
but  even  if  the  present  tariff  for  treaty  nations  is  modified  British 
traders  will  in  some  respects  be  protected  by  the  tariff  in  the 
French  Commercial  Treaty,  which,  though  not  as  favourable  or 
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Ratoof 
exchange. 


CustomH 
receipt*. 


comprehensive  as  that  in  the  German  treaty,  is  still,  for  manjr 
articles,  better  than  the  general  tariff. 

The  principal  articles  of  British  production  admitted  at  present 
under  the  German  tariff,  which  do  not  appear  in  the  French  tariff, 
are  (roughly  speaking)  joiners'  and  turners'  goods,  common  pottery 
and  tiles,  common  glass  articles,  certain  chemicals,  iron  unworked, 
rails,  sheets,  plated  sheets,  steel  (in  bars,  pigs,  rails,  sheet  and 
other  forms),  tin,  lead,  wire  (iron,  steel,  copper),  cutlery,  certain 
kinds  of  machines,  wool,  tissues  of  cotton,  hemp,  flax,  jute,  &c., 
and  various  kinds  of  cloth,  buttons,  toys,  pencils. 

The  articles  admitted  at  a  special  tariff  by  the  French  Com- 
mercial Treaty  are,  roughly  speaking,  the  following : — 

Reduction  of  25  per  cent,  on  general  tariff. — Frames  and  curtain 
frames ;  majolica  of  all  kinds ;  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  com- 
ponents ;  all  machinery  not  worked  by  steam  and  not  especially 
enumerated  elsewhere ;  felt  hats  in  the  rough  or  finished. 

Keductlon  of  20  per  cent.— -Prepared  medicines,  of  which  the 
importation  is  authorised ;  ribbon  carders  and  carders  of  all  kinds ; 
wijoUen  and  goat-skin  stuffs  woven  and  knitted,  with  or  without 
ji  mixture  of  cottcm  tissue ;  fancy  goods  of  horn,  bone,  whalebone, 
jet,  celluloid  and  others  of  small  value. 

Reduction  of  15  per  cent. — Condiments,  such  as  pickles,  capers, 
prepar^jd  mustard,  <&c. ;  leather  gloves  of  all  kinds ;  scythes,  sickles, 
shearing  scissora,  spades,  shovels,  rakes,  forks,  &c. ;  instruments 
worked  by  hand  for  workshops,  factories,  &c. ;  mathematical, 
chirurgical,  telephonic,  photographic  instruments ;  electric 
apparatus,  hydrometers,  geographical  globes,  &c. ;  ostrich  feathers. 

Reduction  of  10  per  cent. — Cements  of  all  kinds ;  crockery, 
ornaiuented  and  bordered,  of  a  uniform  colour ;  zinc  in  pigs,  pieces, 
planed  and  polished  sheets;  articles  of  copper,  copper  alloy  and 
other  non-precious  metals,  worked  or  not  worked ;  unomamented 
cast  iron ;  cast  work  in  zinc  and  other  common  metals,  polished, 
enamelled,  varnished;  iron  and  steel  work,  turned,  polished, 
moulded,  cut,  &c. ;  wire  nails,  rivets,  carpet  nails,  pegs,  bolts, 
gasometers,  gas  motors;  magnetic  machines,  sewing  machines, 
locomobiles,  tenders,  fire  engines ;  writing  paper,  printing  papet, 
paper  for  binding  and  other  enumerated  sorts ;  knitted  goods  in 
half  silk;  valuable  fancy  goods  in  silk,  aluminium,  mother-of-pearl; 
coral,  tortoise-shell,  ivory,  enamel,  amber  and  other  valuable 
materials. 

During  the  year  1901  the  rate  of  exchange  on  London  was 
very  steady ;  cheques  could  be  sold  through  the  year  at  9  r.  44  c. 
to  9  r.  46  c,  the  buying  prices  being  about  i  per  cent,  higher. 

The  customs  receipts  at  the  Odessa  custom-house  for  four 
years  are  given  below;  the  conversions  have  been  made  at  the 
exchange  of  9  r.  40  c.  to  the  1/. : — 
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TeMT. 


Amoant. 


Carrency. 


Roablea. 

1898        i    18,170,000 

1899        '    S4,&10,000 

1900        28,730,000 

1901         «9,910,000 


Sterling. 

1,988,000 
2,650,000 
2,524,500 
8,181,915 


The  above,  however,  does  not  show  the  duties  actually  paid  by 
all  goods  landed  at  Odessa,  because  goods  are  often  forwarded  to 
the  town  of  their  destination  under  bond,  and  the  duties  collected 
when  cleared  by  the  owner. 

During  the  winter  1901-02  the  port  of   Odessa  was   never  Shipping  and 
closed  by  ice.     This  was  the  second  open  winter  in  succession.         naTigation. 

The  following  table  gives  the  movement  of  all  foreign  going  ^^"^l^JS,' 
shipping  in  the  port  of  Odessa  in  the  year  1901 : — 


NaUonaUty. 


Sailing. 


Number 

of 
YewelB. 


Tons. 


Movement  of 
shipping. 


Steam. 


Number 

of 
Veflsels. 


Tons. 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


British 


Italian    .. 

Anstro*  Hungarian 
•Greek  .. 
German  .. 
Norwegian 
French 
Duteh  .. 
Spanish  .. 
BaniBh  . . 
Swedish  .. 
TurkUh  .. 
Belgian   .. 


Total 


611 


611 


882 

159 

144 

105 

45 

42 

16 

12 

11 

10 

9 

6 

2 

1 


944 


689,761 

376,488 

229,802 

111,828 

61,878 

55,840 

27,051 

18,289 

15,241 

12,415 

14,888 

12,884 

2,481 

1,827 


1,529,518 


882 

159 

144 

105 

47 

42 

16 

12 

11 

10 

6 
2 
1 


946 


689,761 

276,488 

229,802 

111,828 

62,489 

55,840 

27,051 

18,289 

15,241 

12,415 

14,888 

12,884 

2,481 

1,327 


1,680,124 
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Return  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Odessa  during 
the  Tear  1901. 

Entered. 


With  Gaigoes. 

InBallaat. 

Total. 

Ooantry. 

Namber 

of 
Yeaaela. 

Net 
Tonnage. 

Namber 

of 
YeaaeU. 

Net 
Tonnage. 

Namber 

of 
YeaaelB. 

Net 
Tonnage. 

United  Kingdom 

74 

116.918 

10 

19,208 

84 

186,126 

Runia     .. 

68 

181,665 

, , 

, , 

68 

181,665 

Egypt     .. 

7 

9,162 

69 

118,456 

66 

127,618 

Italy       .. 

1 

1,241 

59 

110,216 

60 

111,457 

France     . . 

1 

1,202 

19 

37,644 

20 

86,846 

Turkey    ,. 

7 

12,649 

5 

7,868 

12 

20,512 

Portugal . . 

1 

1,281 

6 

8,662 

7 

9,898 

Spain       . . 

. , 

4 

8,196 

4 

8,196 

America  (U.S.)  .. 

2 

4,428 

2 

4,428 

Austria-Hangarj 

•  • 

1 

2,544 

1 

2,544 

Roumania 

. , 

1 

2,040 

1 

2,040 

Bulgaria  . . 

i 

908 

•- 

•• 

1 

908 

Total 

162 

279,894 

164 

814,829 

826 

694,228 

Cleared. 


With  Cargoes. 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Country. 

Namber 

of 
Yeeaela. 

Net 
Tonnage. 

Number 

of 
YeaaelB. 

Net 
Tonnage. 

Namber 

of 
YeaaelB. 

Net 
Tonnage. 

United  Kingdom 

86 

149,181 

86 

149,181 

Holland  .. 

104 

215,076 

104 

215,076 

Germany.. 

52 

98,850 

, . 

, , 

52 

98,850 

Russia 

4 

6,259 

23 

34,052 

27 

40,311 

Belgium  . . 

25 

88,822 

. , 

. . 

25 

88,822 

Denmark. . 

11 

21,785 

, , 

,, 

11 

21,785 

Norway   .. 

11 

18,679 

, , 

, , 

11 

18,679 

Roumania 

8 

6.240 

8 

9,681 

11 

14,921 

France     . . 

2 

3,784 

, , 

2 

8.784 

Turkey    .. 

1 

1,910 

1 

908 

2 

2,818 

Tot^l 

299 

559,486 

82 

44,636 

881 

604,122 

Freights.  The  following  table  gives  the  rates  of  freights  trom  Odessa 

during  the  year  1901 : — 
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lUtet  of  Freight  to— 

Month. 

United 
Kingdom. 

London  and 
Hull 

ConUnent, 

Hanre-        'j 
Hambunr.      f 

Antwerp  and 
Botterdam 

Mediter- 

(Paroele). 

(Pttreele). 

Adriatic. 

«.  d.       t.  d. 

«.  d.        $.  d. 

«.  d,       «.  d. 

<.  d,       «.  d. 

France. 

Jannarr 

8    0  to  11    0 

•    6  to  10    6 

8    9  toll    9 

7    0  to  10    6 

8i  to  10} 

Kebmaiy 

7    0         8    0 

6    0         7    0 

7    9         8    9 

6    6         8    6 

7*        9 

Maroh    

7    0         8    9 

6    0         8    6 

7    9         9    6 

6    6         8    6 

7i         8i 

ApHI      

8    0         8    6 

7    6         8    6 

8    S         9    8 

8    8         9    3 

7        d 

MAT       

8    0         8    0 

7    6         8    6 

8    9         9    8 

8    9         9    3 

6           U 

June      

8    0 

7    0         7    6 

8    9 

7    0         7    6 

7 

Julj       

8    0        10    0 

7    6         9    6 

8    9        10    9 

7    6         9    6 

H         9} 

Anffwt  ... 

9    9        11    0 

9    9        11    0 

10    6        11    9 

9    0        10    0 

S«pt«inber 

10    0        20    6 

10    0        10    6 

10    9        11    8 

9    6        10    3 

9* 

October 

9    0        10    8 

9    0        10    4 

9    9        U    0 

6    9         9    6 

81          9^ 
9         10| 

NoTember 

10    6        11    9 

10    6        11    9 

11    8        12    6  , 

10    0        U    6 

Deeember 

9    6        11    0 

9    6        11    0 

10    6        11    9  j 

9    0        U    0 

9          JO 

The  cargo  sent  from  Odessa  to  Eussian  Baltic  ports  in  1901 
amounted  to  45,138  tons,  and  the  cargo  received  therefrom 
amounted  to  29,017  tons.  In  1900  the  quantity  sent  was  32,240 
tons,  and  the  quantity  received  perhaps  12,000  tons. 

To  the  Russian  ports  in  the  Far  East  some  62,145  tons  of 
goods  were  sent  in  1901,  as  against  88,094  tons  in  1900,  and 
57,306  tons  in  1899.  The  drop  is  caused  partly  by  the  cessation 
of  warlike  operations,  and  partly  by  the  opening  of  the  Siberian 
Eailway. 

The  quantities  received  from  Russian  Asiatic  ports  was  in- 
significant in  1901. 

The  steamers  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet  took  from  Odessa  to  the 
Far  East  44,538  tons  of  general  cargo,  and  23,408  tons  of  Govern- 
ment stores,  357  cabin  passengers,  626  third  class  and  deck 
passengers,  8,768  recruits  and  soldiers,  27  soldiers'  wives  and 
children,  6,574  emigrants  and  771  convicts. 

They  brought  from  the  Far  East  26,470  tomi  of  general  cargo 
and  1,640  tons  of  Government  stores,  624  cabin  passengers,  271 
third  class  and  deck  passengers,  17,459  soldiers,  152  soldiers*  wives 
and  children,  and  three  convicts. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  general  cargo  here  men- 
tioned is  by  no  means  all  for  the  Eussian  Siberian  ports,  and  that 
of  the  cargo  imported  but  little  is  from  thence. 

As  far  as  can  be  seen,  the  termination  of  the  Eusso-German 
Commercial  Treaty,  without  any  new  agreement  in  its  place, 
would  cause  a  severe  blow  to  German  shipping,  for  according  to 
the  Harbour  Dues  Law  (given  on  p.  11  of  my  Eeport  No.  2709) 
foreign  ships  of  countries  which  have  no  treaties  of  trade  and 
^navigation  with  Eussia  pay  2  r.  per  ton  carrying  capacity  on  each 
voyage. 

The  new  contract  form  which  was  sought  to  be  introduced  by 
the  Chamber  of  Shipping  of  the  United  Kingdom  has  not  been 
brought  into  use.  The  losses,  sometimes  avoidable,  which  come 
from  slow  loading  and  delays  in  waiting  for  turn,  remain  there- 
fore on  the  shipowners'  shoulders.  It  is  unlikely  that  these 
matters  will  be  changed  whilst  the  supply  of  tonnage  is  so  much 
in  excess  of  the  demand. 


Trado  to  oitidr 
KoBBian  porta. 


Actintj  of 

Yolnnieer 

Fleet. 


Qerman 
shipping. 


Bdrfch  eon* 
tracts  and 
bilUoflading* 
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A  revised  bill  of  lading,  to  be  used  between  Odessa  and  British 
ports,  has  been  adopted  by  agreement  of  March  12, 1902.  It  has 
not  been  formally  adopted  for  shipments  to  the  Continental  ports, 
but  I  understand  that  it  is  gradually  coming  into  use. 

The  following  are  the  principal  points  in  the  bill  of  lading  of 
1902  to  which  objection  is  made  by  Continental  shippers  and 
receivers  of  cargo  : — 

(1)  The  new  bill  of  lading  stipulates  that  "  The  goods  are  to 
be  applied  for  within  24  hours  of  steamer's  arrival  and  reporting 
at  the  custom-house,  and  to  be  dischai'ged  as  fast  as  steamer  can 
deliver  during  the  ordinary  working  hours  of  the  port,  in  bulk 
and/or  bags  at  the  receiver's  option,  otherwise  the  master  or  agent 
shall  be  at  liberty  forthwith,  and  at  any  time  should  delay  occur 
in  the  discharge,  to  put  the  goods^  or  any  part  thereof,  into  lighter 
or  land  same  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  owners  thereof."  It 
is  desired  that  after  "receiver's  option"  the  following  addition 
should  be  made :  "  but  according  to  the  legally  established  custom 
of  the  port." 

(2)  "  In  the  case  of  the  blockade  or  interdict  of  the  port  of 
discharge,  or  if  the  entering  of  or  dischai^ng  in  the  port  shall 
be  considered  by  the  master  unsafe  by  reason  of  war,  disturbances, 
or  ice,  the  master  may  land  the  goods  at  the  nearest  safe  and  con- 
venient port  at  the  expense  and  risk  of  the  owners  of  the  goods, 
and  the  steamer's  responsibility  shall  cease  when  the  goods  are  so 
discharged  into  proper  and  safe  keeping,  the  master  giving  im- 
mediate notice  of  the  same  to  the  consignees  of  the  goods,  so  far 
as  they  can  be  ascertained."  It  is  desirable  that  the  word  "  ice  '* 
should  be  deleted,  because  the  retention  would  put  too  many 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  sale  of  grain  products  in  parcels, 
for  such  consignments,  though  sent  to  one  port,  would  have 
different  final  destinations.  The  condition  to  which  objection 
is  now  taken  has,  however,  been  adopted  before  in  particular 
cases  by  special  i^eement  and  when  entire  cargoes  are  in 
question. 

This  question  of  "ice"  is  of  small  interest  to  British  con- 
signees. 

(3)  "  The  shippers  to  and  consignees  of  cargo  for  Holland,  by 
accepting  this  bill  of  lading  expressly  waive  and  renounce  Article 
700  of  the  Dutch  Commercial  Code,*  and  agree  to  contribute 
their  proportion  of  general  average,  including  damages  and  ex- 
penses, and  allowances  to  the  steamer,  even  if  these  have  been 
caused  by  the  inherent  vice  of  the  steamer,  by  its  unseaworthi- 
ness, or  by  the  fault  or  neglect  of  the  commander  or  the  crew." 

This  clause  is  objected  to  by  shippers  to  Holland  and  con- 
signees in  that  country  because  it  lays  on  them  a  liability  io 
general  average,  from  which-  they  are  guarded  by  the  Dutch  Com- 
mercial Code.*    Non-acceptance  in  Holland  is  a  serious  matter, 

*  For  oonvenience  of  reference  I  give  Section  700  of  the  Dutch  Comraercltl 
Code— 

*'Si  lc8  frsis  lont  caae^  par  dee  Ticea  internfs  da  nayire,  par  son  inoariga- 
biUt^,  ou  par  la  fauie  on  la  negligence  du  Capitaine  et  de  I'^qaipage,  ils  ne  sent  imw 
r^pQt^B  avar  eRcommnnes,  quoiqu'ilsEoient  faits  volontairement  et  aprte  d^libera- 
t'on  preecrite  pear  le  bien  dn  nayire  et  du  chargement." 
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for  about  one-third  of  the  total  grain  exports  of  1901  were  sent  to 
that  country. 

The  j  prefecture  of  Odessa,  including  the  suburbs,  is  reckoned  Popalation 
to  haveia  population  of  466,000  : —  ?«**     . 


Kumber  of — 


Biiihs.        ,        Deaths. 

Males 7,682  5,556 

Females  ..  ..  6,981  4,420 


Total 14,568  9,976 


The  following  show  the  number  deatbs  caused  by  the  principal 
infectious  diseases  in  1901 : — 


Disease.  Komber. 


Smallpox I  228 

Measles        '  279 

Scarlatina {  114 

Diphtheria !  71 

Whooping  cough                                       . .  |  66 

Influenza                           . .                    . .  |  29 

Enteric  fever          188 

Typhus        6 

„      recurrent 87 

Dysentery 61 

Plague         '  2 

Tuberculosis           |  1,248 

„          acute i  214 

Syphilis I  178 


A  sporadic  disease  with  bubonic  symptoms  appeared  in  Odessa  Reported 
in  June,  1902.  Up  to  the  middle  of  August,  1902,  there  had  been  Pla^« 
13  cases,  of  which  two  have  resulted  in  death  and  three  in  re- 
covery. The  disease  has  not  been  officially  diagnosed  as  plague, 
but  each  case,  as  discovered,  was  isolated  and  the  house  dis- 
infected, and  great  attention  has  been  given  to  killing  rats  and 
cleaning  out  dark  and  dirty  dwellings. 

From  the  data,  furnished  by  the  Government  of    Kherson  Factories  in 
during  1901,  there  were  working   477   factories  in  the  Odessa  Odessa, 
prefecture  of  a  capital  value  of  65,100,433  r.  (6,878,352Z.)  ;  20,629 
persons  were  employed  at  these  works,  consisting  of  15,0«S0  adult 
men,  512  boys,  4,832  women  and  255  girls.    Their  wages  amounted 
to  5,056,994  r.  (535,131/.). 

In  the  following  table  the  factories  are  classed  according  to 
their  output : — 


(177) 
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Number  of 
Factories. 


Outpat — 

Over  1,000,000  r. 
500,000  to  1,000,000  r.. . 
100,000  500,000  r.. . 

26,000  100,000  r... 

10,000  25,000  r... 

LeBB  than  10,000  r.* 

Total 


10 
6 

79 
181 

79 
172 
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•  10,000  r.  =  1,06SZ. 
The  most  important  establishments  in  the  prefecture  were : 


Deacription. 


Number  of 
Factories. 


Value  of 
Outturn. 


S6gar  refineries 

Tea  packing      

Flour  mills 

Tanneries 

Engineering  and  machinery 

Tobacco  . . 

Soap       

Jute        

Bakeries  and  confectioners 

Cork       

Tinning . . 
Breweries 


9 

18 

10 

25 

8 

15 
1 
21 
3 
5 
5 


Increase  or 
{       Decrease 
compared 
,      with  1900. 


£ 

i: 

2,422,101 

+ 

781,676 

1,046,850 

— 

62.185 

611,205 

+ 

221,075 

261,187 

— 

10,288 

289,899 

— 

69,686 

187,823 

+ 

86,563 

149,899 

+ 

18,694 

142,504 

+ 

48,004 

156,189 

— 

16,586 

116,555 

+ 

81,400 

144,690 

+ 

116.355 

116,261 

+ 

18,611 

Odessa  porii 
accommoda- 
tion. 


Danube 
mouth. 


Three  of  the  newest  and  finest  vessels  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet 
have  been  laid  up  in  Sevastopol  harbour.  When  cargo  is  scarce 
and  freights  low  these  cruiser-like  merchant  steamers  cannot  earn 
their  expenses.  Their  removal  will  be  very  welcome  to  the 
shipping  interest,  that  is  if  the  berths  which  they  occupied  are 
allowed  to  be  used  by  other  vessels.  In  my  Report  No.  2750 
1  treated  of  the  congestion  in  the  port  of  Odessa,  pointing  out 
that  only  about  10  foreign  steamers  can  load  or  discharge  there 
at  the  same  time.  Three  berths  are  permanently  occupied  by  the 
vessels  of  the  Volunteer  Fleet,  and  from  tliese  three  berths  there 
have  only  been  about  10  sailings  in  the  first  six  months  of  1902. 
If  some  of  these  berths  were  liberated  for  general  navigation  the 
pressure  for  room  in  the  port  would  be  sensibly  relieved. 

In  my  Report  No  2709 1  spoke  of  the  opening  of  the  Midnight 
Channel  of  the  Danube  to  vessels  under  the  Russian  flag.  The 
channel  silts  up  every  winter  and  requires  to  be  dredged  out 
again.  In  June,  1902,  the  little  tug,  which  runs  that  way  and 
only  draws  5  feet,  had  to  drag  her  way  over  the  sand  for  about 
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250  yards,  at  one  place  over  a  depth  of  4  feet  6  inches  only.    At  the 
end  of  July  the  depth  had  been  cleared  to  7  feet. 

Foreign  vessels  are  now  allowed  to  visit  the  town  of  Kherson  Khewon  por 
in   order  to  receive  cargo.     In   May   I   was  informed  that  the 
channel   had  a  minimum   depth  of   18   feet,  and  that  its  least 
width  at  the  bottom  was  350  feet.      The  channel  is  well  chai-ted, 
and  is  supplied  with  the  necessary  marks  and  leading  marks. 

Pilots  are  obtained  at  Ochakof ;  they  belong  to  the  Nicolaieflf 
Pilot  Guild,  and  are  paid  the  same  as  for  pilotage  to  Nicolaieflf. 

At  Kherson  the  steamers  load  alongside  wharves  and  also  from 
lighters.  During  the  year  1902  and  probably  1903  the  only  port 
charges  will  be  the  ship  tax  and  charge  per  pood  according  to  the 
Law  of  June  8,  1901  (see  Report  No.  2709,  page  11). 

During  the  current  year  a  port  administration  will  be  estab- 
lished and  will  prepare  port  regulations. 

Clearances  and  collection  of  dues  on  vessels  going  to  Kherson 
and  back  are  temporarily  performed  at  Ochakof.  Foreign  mer- 
chandise cannot  be  imported  at  Kherson  until  a  custom-house  is 
established  there. 

The  circumstances,  described  on  page  38,  by  the  British  Vice- 
Consul  at  Theodosia,  which  have  caused  the  grain  from  the 
Taurida,  Ekaterinoslav  and  Kharkof  Governments  to  be  diverted 
from  shipment  at  Sevastopol  and  at  Theodosia  in  order  to  be  sent 
down  the  River  Dnieper  in  lighters  to  Odessa  and  Nicolaieflf,  seem 
bound  to  favour  Kherson  as  a  seaport.  Its  development  will  also 
be  furthered  by  the  Dzhankoi-Nicolaieflf  Railway  referred  to 
immediately  below. 

The  construction  of  the  Odessa-Nicolaieflf-Kherson-Perekop-  Odeaia- 
Dzhankoi  Railway  is  to  be  taken  in  hand  in  the  year  1903.     It  Dzhankoi 
will  pass   through   a  fairly  flat  countiy ;   the   bridge   over  the  '""^^^ 
Dnieper  (near  Kherson)  is  likely  to  be  the  only  matter  of  serious 
difficulty  or  cost. 

The  line  will  pass  tlirough  country  where  grain  is  grown  in 
plenty,  but  can  only  with  difficulty  be  taken  to  market.  It  will 
maintain  communications  which,  in  the  cold  weather,  have  often 
been  inteiTupted  by  ice,  snow  and  mud. 

It  cannot  fail  of  plenty  of  traffic,  for  it  will  join  Odessa 
(population  460,000)  with  Nicolaieflf  (population  95,000)  and 
Kherson  (population  65,000),  besides  other  smaller  towns  and 
villages. 

Immediately  behind  Odessa  harbour  is  a  plateau  with  steep  Odeiaa 
sides  on  which  the  greater  part  of  the  town  stands.     To  the  right  Inclined  Plan* 
and  left  of  this  plateau  there  are  ravines,  up  and  down  which  the  ™""^y' 
greater  part  of  the  wheeled  traffic  passes.     In  order  to  facilitate 
communications  an  inclined  plane  railway  has  been  opened  this 
year  which  carries  passengers  between  the  harbour  and  the  top 
of  the  plateau.     The  vertical  ascent  is  about  96  feet ;  there  are 
two  carriages  of  which  one  is  made  to  ascend  by  a  steel-wire  rope, 
while  the  other  one  helps  by  descending.   The  fare  is  2  c.  (^d.)  down 
and  3  c.  (|d.)  up. 
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Oeneral 
remurki. . 

Opening  for  a 
chemist. 


Surgical 
inttrnments. 


Pfaoephates. 


FertilifleiB. 


How  to 
forward 
British  trade. 


It  appears  to  me  that  a  first  class  pharmaceutical  chemist 
ought  to  find  a  good  opening  for  his  wares  in  Eussia.  The  firat 
thing  would  be  for  him  to  obtain  samples  of  the  drugs  sold  in 
Russian  apothecaries'  shops.  This  service  could  be  rendered  by 
my  office.  From  examination  of  these  articles  he  would  loe  able 
to  satisfy  himself  whether  it  is  worth  while  to  try  to  compete 
either  in  price  or  in  quality. 

Besides  entering  the  lists  as  a  competitor  in  the  supply  of 
uncompounded  drugs,  he  might  find  it  possible  to  introduce  some 
of  the  small  remedies  which  in  England  it  is  customary  for  people 
to  prescribe  for  themselves  when  slightly  unwell.  Such  things 
are  very  little  used  in  Russia  and  would  probably  at  first  be 
regarded  with  suspicion  by  the  medical  faculty, 

I  might  instance  such  things  as  tabloids  of  all  kinds,  sugar- 
coated  piUs  of  all  kinds,  aramoniated  quinine  capsules,  menthol 
and  such  like  lozenges  for  the  throat,  and  external  remedies  for 
bruises,  &c. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  every  patent  medicine  requires  a 
special  permission  before  it  can  be  introduced. 

Mr.  Consul  Smith,  of  Kieff,  writes  that  several  surgeoDs  of  his 
district  have  complained  to  him  that  they  cannot  obtain  surgical 
instruments  of  British  manufacture,  and  have  to  content  them- 
selves with  instruments  made  in  France  and  Germany,  although 
they  would  prefer  to  buy  instruments  of  British  manufacture. 

An  establishment  for  the  manufacture  of  superphosphates 
from  coprolites  is  being  built  at  Schmerinka.  The  requisite 
sulphuric  acid  will  have  to  be  brought  from  Poland.  Thomas 
phosphates  are  made  at  Sardana,  Mariupol  and  Kertch.  I  learn 
that  for  next  year  it  is  proposed  that  the  aimual  output  shall  be 
raised  to  50,000  tons. 

I  am  told  that  the  Imperial  Minister  of  Agriculture  is  taking 
advice  from  experts  as  to  the  best  means  of  bringing  fertilisers 
into  general  use,  especially  in  South  Russia  and  the  Caucasus. 

I  have  suggested  above  that  the  improvement  of  the  breed  of 
Russian  horses  would  revive  a  demand  for  certain  British  agri- 
cultural machinery.  Unless  British  firms  either  translate  their 
catalogues  into  Russian,  or,  even  better,  send  a  good  traveller,  there 
seems  little  chance  of  any  considerable  increase  of  British  exports 
to  Russia  or  the  introduction  of  any  new  ones.  At  present  the 
practice  of  British  firms  with  regard  to  this  matter  seems  to  be 
quite  difTerent  from  that  of  their  German  and  American  com- 
petitors. It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  know  accurately  how  many 
British  commercial  travellers  visit  Odessa  in  the  course  of  the 
year ;  they  may  come  without  my  hearing  of  them.  But  as  far  as 
my  knowledge  goes,  both  pereonal  and  from  inquiry,  they  are 
extremely  few. 

There  are  many  British  manufacturers  and  merchants  whose 
time  and  energy  are  taken  up  in  supplying  the  markets  where  they 
already  have  a  footing ;  my  remarks  do  not  apply  to  them,  but 
only  to  those  who  seek  fresh  markets.  In  order  to  create  a 
demand  for  new  goods  in  Russia  it  is  plain  that  some  efficient 
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means  of  making  them  known  must  first  be  adopted.  The 
futility  of  the  system  of  posting  catalogues  written  in  English 
to  Russian  merchants  is  best  recognised  by  considering  whether 
a  Russian  merchant  is  likely  to  obtain  orders  from  a  British 
merchant  to  whom  he  has  posted  a  Russian  catalogue  with  prices 
in  roubles  per  arschine  or  pood  delivered  in  Odessa. 

No  doubt  there  are  many  British  productions  that  cannot 
profitably  be  sold  in  Odessa,  but  I  am  sure  that  more  might  be 
introduced  than  now  are  imported.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  right 
way  to  go  to  work  for  the  introduction  of  a  new  commodity 
would  be  first  to  send  someone  to  find  out  what  at  present  holds 
the  market  and  then  to  consider  whether  it  cannot  be  displaced 
either  by  the  same  thing  for  less  money  or  a  better  thing  for  the 
same  money. 

The  following  remarks  come  spontaneously  from  my  subordinate 
Consular  officers : — 

Mr.  Consul  Smith,  of  Kieff*,  says : — "  The  British  manufacturer 
should  be  on  the  alert  and  be  ready  to  push  his  wares  in  a  more 
energetic  manner  than  he  has  hitherto  done  in  Russia." 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Woodhouse,  of  Nicolaietf,  says : — "  Very  few 
British-made  articles  find  their  way  here,  as  no  British  commercial 
travellers  ever  visit  Nicolaieff',  whereas  American  and  German 
travellers  come  here  twice  or  three  times  a  year.  They  are  always 
provided  with  catalogues,  drawn  up  in  Russian,  and  containing 
prices,  including  the  freight,  &c.,  and  duty,  delivered  at  Nicolaieff, 
besides  which  most  of  them  bring  large  quantities  of  samples  with 
them.  It  were  almost  superfluous  to  add  that  until  these  methods 
are  adopted  by  British  manufacturers  their  merchandise  will 
continue  to  be  unknown  here." 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Rees,  of  Theodosia,  says :  — "  I  have  received 
a  large  number  of  catalogues  from  British  firms,  but  they  are 
unfortunately  printed  in  English,  and  as  the  traders  here  do  not 
underatand  them  they  are  of  little  or  no  good  to  them,  especially 
as  the  prices  given  are  in  English  currency  and  the  prices  quoted 
are  for  goods  at  the  British  works  or  f.o.b.  to  one  of  the  British 
ports. 

"  Catalogues  to  be  of  any  use  should  be  printed  in  Russian  and 
the  prices  given  in  Russian  currency,  say  c.i.f.  Odessa  or  some 
other  Russian  Black  Sea  port  to  which  regular  lines  of  steamers 
run  from  the  United  Kingdom." 

Journeys  of  trade  exploration  seem  to  me  most  desirable. 
My  district  has  roughly  the  same  area  and  population  as  the 
Peninsula.  It  has  many  large  towns.  Besides  Odessa  with 
460,000  inhabitants,  Kieff  with  248,000,  Kharkof  with  175,000  and 
Kishinef  with  109,000,  there  are  nine  towns  with  a  population 
of  over  50,000  inhabitants,  and  there  are  40  more  towns  with  a 
population  of  over  10,000  each.  But,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  these 
centres  of  population  are  as  little  known  to  Biitish  trade  as  was 
Uganda  30  years  ago. 

The  difficulty  of  interpreters  can  I  think  be  easily  surmounted. 
I  can  always  recommend  some  young  man  of  good  character  who 
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would  be  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  travelling  on  business  for  a 
short  time. 

It  must  be  remembered   that  Eussian  law  requires  a  com- 
mercial traveller  to  be  provided  with  a  license  as  a  merchant. 


KlEFF. 

Mr.  Consul  H.  P.  Smith  reports  as  follows : — 
General  This  district  may  be  considered  as  having  fared  better  in  1901 

remark!.  ^j^g^j^  ^j^g  other  districts  of  Russia.  While  the  rest  of  Russia 
suffered  more  or  less  from  the  results  of  a  poor  harvest,  the  south- 
western district  was  practically  the  only  one  where  the  harvest  was 
above  the  average.  This,  although  in  itself  highly  satisfactory,  could 
not,  however,  put  the  general  trade  of  the  district  upon  as  satisiactory 
a  b«isis  as  existed  before  the  crisis  of  1899.  Industrial  under- 
takings have  not  yet  recovered  from  the  unfortunate  speculations 
of  preceding  years  when  there  was  an  all  round  "  boom  "  in  any 
sort  of  business  or  concern  whicli  could  be  called  "industrial." 
It  is  stated  that  during  the  last  two  and  a-half  years  French 
investors  in  Russian  undertakings  have  had  their  investments  of 
two  milliard  francs  (80,000,000l)  reduced  by  50  per  cent,  while 
Belgium  has  seen  her  capital  of  800,000,000  fr.  dwindle  to  con- 
siderably less  than  the  half  of  that  sum.  The  absence  of  foreign 
capital  may  therefore  be  said  to  have  practically  stopped  the 
usual  channels  of  credit,  while  the  drain  upon  the  country's 
finance  to  meet  the  expenses  incurred  in  quellins;  the  disturbance 
in  China  was  still  an  item  to  be  reckoned  with.  The  absence 
of  the  big  Government  orders  for  materials  for  new  railways  and 
other  public  works  tended  to  keep  the  industries  of  the  country  in 
the  state  of  stagnation  now  more  or  less  chronic  The  metal- 
lurgical trade  seems  to  have  suflfered  most,  and  during  the  autumn  a 
conference  of  the  trade  was  held  in  Kharkow,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  to  consider  the  situation.  This  con- 
gress came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  unfortunate  condition  of  the 
trade  was  due  to  over-production,  the  absence  of  the  expected 
Government  orders  for  public  works,  and  the  competition  of 
foreign  countries.  The  only  remedy  in  their  opinion  was  to 
still  further  raise  the  import  duties.  The  Minister  of  Finance, 
however,  declined  to  entertain  any  such  pix)posal,  and  pointed  out 
that  a  protective  tariff  did  not  exist  to  protect  special  industries  to 
an  extent  which  would  artificially  raise  the  price  of  the  articles  manu- 
factured above  the  possibility  of  competition.  The  financial  trouble 
was  greatly  increased  by  the  failure  of  the  Kharkow  Trading  Bank 
and  the  Ekaterinoslaw  Commercial  Bank,  with  results  that  showed 
culpable  carelessness  in  the  management  of  both  concerns.  These 
were  followed  by  the  difficulties  of  the  Kharkow  Agra  Bank,  but 
the  timely  intervention  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  with  the 
i-esources  of  the  Imperial  State  Bank  averted  what  would  have 
otherwise  proved  a  dire  catastrophe  to  Southern  Russia — nay,  to  the 
whole  Russian  Empire. 
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The  first  three  months  of  1901  showed  up  well  so  far  as  the  Condition  of 
price  of  cereals  was  coucerned.  Wheat  fetched  90  c.  per  pood  agricnltaie. 
(U.  6s.  per  quarter)  and  rye  57  c.  per  pood  (16s,  per  quarter).  In 
April,  with  the  promise  of  a  good  harvest,  wheat  fell  to  80  c.  per 
pood  (1/.  3s.  per  quarter),  and  this  price  practically  niled  for  the 
two  succeeding  months.  In  July,  with  a  good  harvest  assured, 
there  was  a  further  drop  in  the  price  of  wheat  to  75  c  per  pood 
(11.  Is.  8d  per  quarter)  and  of  rye  to  50  c.  per  pood  (14s.  per  quarter). 
These  prices  were  maintained  until  November,  when  rye  advanced 
to  56  c.  per  pood  (15s.  8d.  per  quarter),  and  prices  showed  no 
further  variation  during  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  demand  was 
principally  for  milling  purposes,  and  thanks  to  the  good  harvest, 
the  year  1901  may  be  classed  as  having  been  exceedingly  favour- 
able both  to  the  farmer  and  the  miller. 

The  Committee's  report  of  the  business  done  on  'Change  for  the  Operations  on 
year  1901  gives  the  following  volume  and  value  : —  E^*f  ^^"^^ 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 
Currency.         Sterling. 

Sugar     

Agricultural  products  .. 

Sundries 

Shares,  &o 

Pooda 
22,628,612 
664,830 

Tons. 

864,976 

10,662 

Ronblea 

84,666,984 

492,266 

644,879 

1,279.198 

£ 

8,901,683 

61,817 

67,829 

134,662 

Total.. 

•• 

•• 

86,981,826 

9,166,981 

These  figures  show  a  considerable  decrease — practically  50  per 
cent. — when  compared  with  1900.  Of  course  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  above  figures  do  not  show  the  actual  value  of  the 
business  done  in  KiefiF  under  the  above  heads,  but  only  what  passed 
through  the  official  channels.  The  new  system  of  taxing  trade, 
introduced  on  March  1/14,  1901,  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Ex- 
change Committee,  had  the  result  of  greatly  lessening  the  regi'3- 
tration  of  transactions  through  the  medium  of  the  Exchange. 

During  the  navigable  season  of  1901  the  carrying  trade  on  the  The  trade  of 
Dnieper  represented  a  total  of  92,036,816  poods  (1,484,464  tons)  <*«  Dnitper 
valued  at  40,608,638  r.  (4,274,593Z.).  These  figures  give  8,417 
vessels  and  1,517  rafts  as  having  entered  the  various  ports  of  the 
river,  carrying  65,966,563  poods  (1,063,976  tons)  valued  at 
19,060,278  r.  (2,006,345/.),  and  8,393  vessels  and  152  rafts  as 
having  cleared,  carrying  26,070,253  poods  (420,488  tons)  valued 
at  21,548,360  r.  (2,268,248/.).  The  principal  ports  are  KiefiP, 
Krementschug,  Ekaterinoslaw,  Tscherkassy,  Nishni-Dneperowsk, 
&c.  During  the  season  the  Eieff  Steamship  Company  carried 
1,031,928  paseengera,  showing  a  return  of  697,320  r.  (73,402/.),  and 
carrying  goods  to  the  extent  of  1,954,937  poods  (31,631  tons), 
yielding  in  freight  179,609  r.  (18,906/.> 
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Of  the  Dnieper  trade  as  afore-mentioned,  the  returns  of  the 
Kieff  harbour  show  that  2,886  vessels  and  350  rafts  entered  carrying 
12,061.351  poods  (194,538  tons)  of  goods  valued  at  4,224,071  r. 
(444,639t),  while  1,687  vessels  were  cleared  carrying  1,656,307 
poods  (26,714  tons)  valued  at  4,230,714  r.  (445,338/.),  thus  giving 
a  total  of  13,717,658  poods  (221,252  tons),  with  a  total  value  of 
8,454,785  r.  (889,977/.)- 

In  these  days  of  tobacco  trusts  there  seems  little  chance  of 
Kussia  being  able  to  assail  the  British  market,  yet  statistics 
show  that  there  h  a  considerable  export  trade  in  Russian  cigarettes. 
Of  130,000,000  exported,  75,000,000  went  to  Germany,  24,000,000 
to  Finland,  and  the  remainder  to  various  countries.  The  number 
of  cigarettes  made  in  Russia  during  the  year  was  7,695,600,000, 
representing  870,000  poods  (14,032  tons)  of  tobacco. 

The  returns  for  ]  901  of  the  exports  and  imports  show  a  slight 
increase  when  compared  with  1900,  although  there  is  a  consider- 
able change  in  the  value  of  imports  and  exports  when  compared 
with  former  years.  The  average  for  the  previous  three  years  for 
exports  was  666,000,000  r.  (70,105,263/.),  and  for  imports 
576,000,000  r.  (60,631,579/.).  In  1901  the  exports  gave  a  total 
of  729,000,000  r.  (76,736,842/.),  or  an  increase  over  the  average  of 
6,631,579/.,  whUe  the  imports  were  valued  at  523,000,000  r. 
(55,052,632/.),  showing  a  drop  of  5,578,947/.  from  rhe  average 
returns  for  the  three  years.  The  "  balance  of  trade  "  in  favour  of 
Russia  seems  to  steadily  increase,  for  while  it  represented 
12,210,526/.  in  1900,  it  has  risen  to  21,684,210/.  in  1901.  The 
principal  articles  which  contributed  to  the  decrease  in  imports 
were : — 


Articles. 


Value. 


Currency. 


Roubles. 
Raw  and  manofactared  materials. .  I    19,000,000 

MannftKstores         48,000,000 

Cast  iron |      4,800,000 

Iron 8,800,000 

Machinery,  &c.  4,000,000 


Sterling. 


£ 

2,000.000 

4,626,816 

462,681 

878,684 

421,062 


Germany,  as  usual,  heads  the  list  in  the  foreign  trade  of  Russia, 
taking  Russian  products  to  the  value  of  179,413,000  r.  (18,885,579/.), 
as  against  the  United  Kingdom's  156,316,000  r.  (16,454,316/.). 
When  the  imports  into  Russia  from  both  countries  are  compared 
the  comparison  shows  an  immense  preponderance  in  favour  of 
Germany,  who  supplied  Russia  with  products  valued  at 
200,218,000  r.  (21,075,579/.),  while  the  United  Kingdom  made  a 
very  bad  second  with  103,219,000  r.  (10,865,158/.)  of  the  import 
trade  of  the  country.  From  these  figures  we  see  that  while  in  the 
exports  of  Russia  Germany  accounts  for  24*61  per  cent,  of  the 
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total,  as  against  the  Unitea  Kiugdom's  21-44  \}eT  cent.,  there  is  an 

advantage   in   favour  of  Germany  in  the  value  of  the  products 

supplied  to  Eussia  of  3828  per  cent.,  as  against  19*74  per  cent. 

supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom.     When  we  compare  1901  with 

the  year  1900  we  find  that  Eussia's  exports  to  the  United  Khigdom 

shows  an  increase  of  7*3  percent.,  and  the  imports  from  the  United 

Kingdom  a  decrease  of  18-8  per  cent. 

It  has  struck  me  that   a   comparison  of  the  principal  items  Oompanaon  of 

forming  the  foreign  trade  of  Eussia  with  Germany  and  the  United  foJS^^rade 

Kingdom  for  the  year  1901,  might  be  useful  in  showing  wherein  with  Germany 

we  are  lacking  in  pushing  our  manufactures : —  »nd  with  the 

®        ^  ^  United 

EussiAN  Imports.  ngdom. 


Prom- 


^  Articles. 


Qermany. 


Coffee 

Pish        

Artificial  manures 

Leather,  raw 

„        manufactured . . 

Plants  and  seeds 

Writing  paper  and  stationery  . . 

Coal         

Coke       

Guttapercha,  caoutchouc,  &c.   . . 
Chemical  products 

Kawjnte 

Cotton  yams 

Woollen  goods 

D}*e«»&c 

Baw  iron 

Zinc        

Tin  

Machinery  and  parts  thereof  . . 

Brass  manufactures 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures    . . 

Total 

Varioos  imports 


225,895 
338,263 
39,474 
377,579 
351,053 
382,947 
312,816 
518,421 
132,842 
413.158 
749,790 
104,842 
172,105 

1,227,268 

628,105 

284,737 

216,816 

45,868 

2,504,000 
280,000 
886,782 


9,686,206 
11,889,873 


United 
Kingdom. 


Grand  total 


21,075,579 


£ 

50,105 

306,105 

108,737 

88,105 

93,900 

280,000 

24,105 

1,291,158 

42,210 

1,044,000 

225,684 

118,210 

254,947 

411,684 

88,421 

260,526 

6,586 

259,800 

1,094,421 

51,474 

124,842 

6,174,970 
4,690,188 


10,865,158 
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Russian  Exports. 


To- 

Article 

8. 

--  -- 

Germany. 

United 
Kingdom. 

£ 

£ 

Wheat     . . 

699,800 

1,028,105 

Rye 

2,124,681 

406,105 

Barley     . . 

1,896,210 

1,820,210 

Oats 

620,105 

8,228,000 , 

Maize 

89,900 

647,000 

Peas        .. 

160,421 

211,900 

Flax 

1,216,068 

1,899,580 

Hemp 

720,682 

23^,053 

Timber,  logs 

748,790 

1,684 

,.        deals     . 

660,787 

2,206,160 

Platinum. . 

7,158 

140.842 

Horses     .. 

368,474 

90,421 

Various  exports . 

10,808,668 

5,542,255 

Total    . 

18,886,579 

16,454,815 

In  the  above  list  of  articles  imported  by  Germany  into  Bussia, 
one  is  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  several  must  have  been  simply 
"  in  transitu/'  Take  the  amount  shown  under  raw  jute,  and  we 
find  that  there  is  very  little  difference  in  the  value  imported  by 
both  countries,  yet  we  know  that  raw  jute  is  a  product  of  purely 
British  origin. 

No  one  acquainted  with  the  trade  of  both  countries  would  deny 
that  since  the  passing  of  the  treaty  of  1894  Germany  has  reaped 
a  rich  harvest  in  her  trade  with  Russia,  and  if  any  doubt  ever 
existed  on  this  point,  the  statistics  of  the  raw  iron  trade,  taken 
from  a  German  source,  which  are  given  below,  would  alone  be  suffi- 
cient to  put  the  matter  in  a  clear  light. 

The  British  manufacturer  should  be  on  the  alert,  and  be  ready 
to  push  his  wares  in  a  more  energetic  manner  than  he  has  hitherto 
done  in  Russia.  Although  the  close  proximity  of  Germany  and 
Russia  to  each  other  cannot  be  lost  sight  of  when  comparing  the 
trade  between  them,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  British  producer 
has  not  held  his  own  in  Russia  since  the  commercial  treaty  with 
Germany  came  into  force. 
Bosfiia's  The   following  figures  show   the   imports   of  raw   iron  from 

imports  of  raw  Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  last  10  years: — 
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Qaantity. 


Yew. 


United 
1   Kingdom. 

Oennany. 

Tons. 

Ton*. 

1891 

132,000 

72,600 

1892 

146,600 

68,000 

1893 

•^48,000 

90,300 

1894 

211,600 

218,000 

1896 

201,600 

273,000 

1896 

166,000 

816,000 

1897 

206,000 

821,000 

1898 

272,000 

348,000 

1899 

s.w.ooo 

278,000 

1900 

183,500 

160,300 

These  figures  speak  for  themselves,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  no  sooner  was  the  commercial  treaty  in  force  than  the  imports 
of  German  raw  iron  rose  from  90,000  to  218,000  tons.  The  decrease 
noticeable  in  1899  is  no  doubt  traceable  to  the  increased  produc- 
tion of  iron  in  Bussia  as  well  as  the  lessened  demand  owing  to 
the  crisis  in  the  general  trade  of  the  country.. 

During  the  last  10  years  Kussia  has  made  great  strides  in  the  Prodaetiou  of 
production  of  raw  iron,  more  especially  in  the  southern  districts,  !*^  "^  ^ 
and   is  now  producing   85   per  cent,   of  her  own   requirements. 
The  total  production  of  raw  iron  in  Kussia  in  1 890  and  subsequent 
years  was : — 


Quantity. 


Tear. 


Total 
Prodaciion. 


Tons. 

1890  926,690 

1896  1,462,420 

1896  1,621,100 

1897  1.880,410 

1898  2,219,860 

1899  ;  2,703,890 

1900  1  2,876,000 

1901  '  2,784,666 


Proportion 
Produced  in 
South  Ruaaia. 

Tona. 

219,800 

667,700 

641,700 

769,300 

1,006,300 

1,354,000 

1,601,900 

1,446,600 


The  sugar  season  of  1900-01,  with  274  factories  in  operation,  Production  f 
gave  an  actual    production   of    50,947,110  poods   (821,727   tons)  beetroot 
of    sugar,   and  to    this    quantity    it   is    necessary    to    add    the" 
balance  carried  forward  from  the  previous  season  of  3,667,600 
poods  (59,156  tons),  thus  giving  an  available  total  of  54,614,710 
poods  (880,882  tons),  which  was  disposed  of  as  under : — 
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Homt  consampUon 

"  Inviolable  "  Reserre  

"  YolunUry  "  ReMrre  (exported  or  held  ■■  itoek). 

Total 


Quantity. 


Poods. 

40,602,029 

1,497,032 

12,615,649 


04,614,710 


Tona. 
668,268 

24,  U6 
203,478 


880,882 


The  above  figures,  so  far  as  the  total  is  concerned,  practically 
conform  to  the  approximate  estimate  given  in  my  previous  report, 
with  the  exception  that  the  quantity  under  "home  consump- 
tion "  shows  an  increase  over  estimate  of  2,502,029  poods  (40,J555 
tons). 

The  season  of  1901-02  with  278  factories  in  operation  is 
officially  given  as  having  yielded  59,267,676  poods  (955,930  tons) 
of  sugar,  but  in  order  to  obtain  the  total  quantity  of  sugar  which 
will  be  available  it  is  necessary  to  add  the  "  reserves  "  from  the 
previous  season  of  4,208,955  poods  (67,887  tons),  thus  giving  a 
total  of  63,476,631  poods  (1,023,817  tons),  which  will  practically 
be  disposed  of  as  follows : — 


QnanUty. 


Pooda  Tona. 

Home  coninmption |     89,000,000  i         629,032 

"Inviolable**  tteeerye 6,000,000  80,646 

**  Yoluntory  **  Reserve  (for  export,  kc.)         . .      19,476,681  814,140 

Total           '     68,476,681  1,028,817 


Quantity  of 
beetroot  nsed 
in  prodaction 
of  Bngar. 


Average  price 
of  ■agar  upon 
the  Kieffandj 
London 
markets. 


Keeping  in  view,  however,  how  the  home  consumption  has 
increased  during  latter  years  it  would  be  safe  to  assume  the 
quantity  under  that  head  as  being  practically  44,000,000  poods 
(709,677  tons). 

The  quantity  of  beetroot  used  in  the  season  of  1901-02  was 
506,577,220  poods  (8,170,600  tons),  the  area  under  cultivation 
being  507,143  dessiatines  (1,394,643  acres),  showing  a  yield  of 
998|  poods  to  the  dessiatine  or  117  cwts.  to  the  acre.  In  com- 
parison with  the  campaign  of  1900-01  these  figures  show  an  in- 
crease of  115,809,740  poods  (1,867,899  tons)  of  roots,  with  an 
increase  in  area  of  26,346  dessiatines  (72,451  acres). 

The  average  price  during  1901  upon  the  Kaefif  market  for  home 
consumption  was  4  r.  40  c.  per  pood  (1/.  8s.  9rf.  per  cwt)  with 
delivery  at  nearest  railway  station,  and  for  export  with  same 
delivery  the  price  was  1  r.  29  c.  per  pood  (8s.  5d.  per  cwt.).  The 
boundary  price  as  fixed  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  was  4  r.  55  c. 
per  pood  {11  9s.  Srf.  per  cwt.)  from  January  1  to  August  31,  and 
4  r.  35    c.  per  pood  (1/.   8s.  5rf.  per  cwt.)  from  September  1  to 
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December  31,  1901.  The  boundary  price  was  exceeded  during 
April-May,  again  during  the  first  week  in  June  and  the  last  fort- 
night in  July.  In  order  to  counteract  this  and  keep  the  price 
within  the  fixed  limit  the  Minister  of  Finance  on  April  26 
authoris  ed  1,000,000  poods  (16,129  tons)  of  the  "  inviolable  '*  reserve 
being  put  upon  the  home  market,  on  May  2  a  further  1,000,000 
poods  (16,129  tons)  from  the  "  voluntary  "  reserve,  and  again  on 
June  5  he  authorised  1,500,000  poods  ('24,194  tons)  from  the 
"voluntary"  reserve  and  500,000  poods  (8,064  tons)  from  the 
"inviolable"  reserve,  and  finally  on  August  1  a  further  500,000 
poods  (8,064  tons)  from  the  "  inviolable  "  reserve.  Therefore,  in 
order  to  keep  the  price  of  sugar  within  the  fixed  limit,  the  above 
figures  show  that  it  was  necessary  to  draw  upon  the  "reserve" 
stocks  to  the  extent  of  4,500,000  poods  (72,580  tons). 

The  average  price  upon  the  London  market  for  same  sugar  was 
10s.  Id.  per  cwt.,  or  lOSd.  per  lb.,  as  against  3*08<i.  per  lb.  upon  the 
Russian  (producing)  market. 

The  consumption  of  sugar  in  Eussia  keeps  steadily  increasing,  Incretied 
last  year  showing  an  increase  of  roughly  3.500,000  poods  (56,451  ^'^^^'^ 
tons).      During  the  last  six  seasons  the  quantity  of  sugar  sold  Bomia. 
for  home  consumption  is   given  by  the  sugar  manufacturers   as 
being  as  follows  : — 


Season. 


Quantity. 


,         Poods.  Tons. 

1895-96..         ..                     ..,  27,871,662  449,548 

1896-97  ..         ..         ..         ..I  80,712,962  ,        495,870 

1897-98 !  82,782,476  |        628,749 

1898-99 ,  86,126,675  566,659 

1899-1900            87,004,671  596,849 

1900-01 1  40,602,029  I        658,268 

I  1 


So  that,  considering  the  population  of  Russia  as  being 
130,000,000,  the  quantity  sold  in  1901  would  be  equal  to  11^  lbs. 
per  head. 

The  following,  taken  from  the  Bussian  Association  of  Sugar  Export  of 
Manufacturers,  gives  the  particulars   of    the   quantity   of  sugar  ^^8^- 
exported  by  Russia  in  1900  : — 
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Coantry. 

—        — 

Qnai 
Poods. 

itity. 

Tons. 

Italy 

2,199,078 

86,469 

Turkey    -  - 

1,051,188 

16.964 

Finland  .. 

2,649,007 

41,118 

Peniia     .. 

3,089,564 

49,026 

United  Kingdom 

227,784 

8,678 

China      .. 

16,104 

.    260 

Afghanistan 

9,762 

167 

Austria-Hungary 

784,876 

ll,868» 

Germany. . 

2,698,206 

48,489* 

Various   .. 

Total  exported 

in  1900.. 

8,819 

142 

12,529,282 

,        202,085 

>f            If 

1899. . 

•• 

125,102 

i 

•  In  transit. 

Total 

production  of 
beet  sugar  in 
Europe. 


So  far  aa  tlie  United  Kingdom  is  concerned  the  above  quantity 
of  3,673  tons  shows  an  immense  falling-oif  since  1896,  when 
80,394  tons  of  Russian  sugar  were  exported  to  the  United  King- 
dom, but  there  cannot  Vie  any  doubt  that  the  43,439  tons  mentioned 
above  as  passing  through  Germany  "  in  transit "  found  its  way 
to  the  United  Kingdom  viS,  Dantzic  or  Stettin. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  factories  in  Europe, 
their  production,  area  under  cultivation,  yield  of  roots  per  acre,&c., 
for  the  season  of  1901-02. 


Number  ' 

Area 
under 
Culti- 

QnanUty 

Quantity 

Tleld  of 

Yield  of 

Percentage 
of  Sugar 

to  WeiKht 
of  Beet. 

Country. 

of 

of  Boots 

of  Su^ar 

Boots 

8u«ar 

Factories.  I 

vation. 

used. 
Tons. 

produced. 

per  Acre. 

per  Acre. 

Acres. 

Tons. 

Gwts. 

Cwts. 

Oermany 

895 

1,188,088 

16.878,307 

1,968,618 

267} 

38 

12-8 

France    

888 

709,802 

9,128,748 

966.681 

27 

11-0 

BoMia     

27ft 

1,894,648 

8,170,600 

96.\980 

117 

iSl 

11-5 

AustriarHumrary 

216 

918,890 

8,800,481 

1,167.328 

^ 

12-2 

Belgium 

Holland 

107 

178,668 

2,468,682 

287,778 

81 

12-0 

82 

122,139 

1,469,081 

177,097 

289 

291 

12-4 

Sweden    

17 

71,639 

861,871 

107,491 

'^ 

80 

11-7 

Denmark 

7 

87,774 

436,866 

60,915 

271 

11 -0 

Total    

1       1,886 

4,610,643 

46,708,426    6,669,648 

... 

... 

„    1900-01... 

1       1,377 

4.388,640J 

39,486,477     4,928,300 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  while  Eussia  has  the 
largest  area  under  cultivation,  she  shows  the  lowest  yield  of 
roots  per  acre,  and  stands  sixth  in  the  percentage  of  sugar  to 
weight  of  beet. 
SoQth  Ruflsian  It  would  appear  that  the  efforts  to  create  a  direct  trade  in 
timber  and  timber  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  South  Eussia  has  not 
been  so  successful  as  those  interested  would  desire.  Sample 
cargoes  of  pine  were  sent  by  two  firms  to  London  vi^  Odessa, 
but  the  results  were  very  unfavourable.  The  cargoes  seem  to 
have   reached   London   at  an  unsuitable  time,  and  the   brokers 


the  London 
market. 
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did  not  seem  to  rocoi^uisu  the  possibilities  of  the  trade. 
The  pine  in  question  was  considered  equal  to  the  II  and  III  V/hite 
Sea  qualities  quoted  on  the  London  market  at  the  time  at  11/.  10s. 
per  standard  of  165  cubic  feet,  while  the  "  Dnieper  "  quality  was 
selling  in  Kherson — the  outward  port — at  9/.  13«.,  so  that  there 
was  a  sufficient  margin  to  cover  freight  from  Odessa  to  London. 
The  opinion  of  those  interested  in  this  trade  is  that  great  benefit 
would  result  to  both  sides  if  a  direct  connection  with  the  British 
market  could  be  arranged. 


NiCOLAlEFF. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Woodhouse  reports  as  follows : — 

The  staple  trade  of  Nicolaietf  is  that  of  the  export  of  grain,  **P®'*?J 
beside  which  everything  else  pales  into  insigniricance.  The  pros-  ***"*  * 
perity  of  the  town  depends  entirely  on  the  result  of  the  liarvest, 
as  the  past  years  have  clearly  shown.  Although  the  two  large 
iron  and  steel  works,  mentioned  below,  employing  nearly  4,000 
men,  were  hard  at  work  during  1899  and  1900,  when  the  grain 
trade  was  all  but  at  a  standstill,  they  might  not  have  existed  at 
all  as  far  as  the  ordinary  welfare  of  the  town  was  concerned. 
The  all-absorbing  topic  is  grain ;  the  prices  abroad,  the  prices  on 
the  local  market,  at  the  railway  stations,  and  in  the  villages. 

During  the  past  year  the  fluctuations  cannot  be  said  to  have  Prioei. 
been  unusual.  The  market  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  was 
very  firm,  wheat  being  quoted  at  from  1/.  3s.  6d.  to  1/.  55.  per  quarter, 
and  it  remained  so  imtil  the  end  of  September,  when  it  dropped  to 
1/.  Is.,  owing  to  the  large  quantities  of  new  grain  that  poured  in  by 
rail,  water  and  carts.  When  again  towards  the  middle  of  November 
the  Argentine  crops  were  reported  poor,  and  the  North  American 
maize  crop  to  be  a  failure,  prices  went  up,  and  the  year  closed  with 
wheat  at  about  1/.  5s.  6d.,  rye  1/.,  and  barley  15s.  6^/.  The  present 
quotations  are  about  the  same. 

As  given  in  the  following  table  nearly  twice  as  much  grain  Bxpoite 
was  exported  from  here  last  year  as  in  1900.  This  was  due 
entirely  to  the  comparative  success  of  last  year's  harvest  in  this 
province.  Had  the  crops  in  all  the  southern  provinces  turned  out 
as  well  as  they  did  in  this  neighbourhood,  the  exports  would  have 
been  far  greater : — 
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BETUiiN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of 
NicolaieflF  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


1901. 


Articles. 


Wheat   .. 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Linseed 

Other  oil  seeds . 

Buckwheat 

Oilcake.. 

Sugar     .. 

Manganese  ore. 

Sundries^ 

Totoi  . 


Quantity. 


Tons. 
346,157 
268,906 
220,8Sfi 

89,947 
2,523 

780 
2,995 

880 
9,677 
2,451 


879,541 


Value. 


£ 

1,998,970 

1,124,440 

912,676 

190,516 

81,291 

8,618 
10,060 

4,059 
12,766 
10,297 


1900. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


4,298,692 


Tour. 
197.880 
127)667 

86,184 

82.811 
6,717 
2.817 
2,481 
2,858 
4,086 

17,800 
2,297 


1,187,188 

589,097 

869,266 

129,159 

86,898 

12,279 

12,609 

9,206 

49,642 

28,880 

8,109 


480,888 


2,476,828 


Stocks.  At  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  stock  of  grain  was  112,000 

tons.  At  the  end  of  April  there  were  barely  10,000  tons  of  cereals 
in  stock  here. 

Vnights.  Shipping  freights  fluctuated  between  8«.  6d.  and  13s.  for  the 

United  Kingdom  and  Continent ;  open  charter,  75.  6d.  and  12s.  6d. 
ditto  direct :  8  and  14  fr.  for  the  Mediterranean  and  Adriatic ; 
and  9  and  15  fr.  for  Spain. 

Insurance.  Insurance  premiums  varied  between   ^  and   IJ  per  cent,  for 

the  United  Kingdom  and  Continent,  and  ^  and  |  per  cent,  for 
the  Mediterranean. 

Shipping.  The  number  of  vessels  of  all  nationalities  that  entered  this 

port  last  year  was  about  33  per  cent,  more  than  in  1900,  whilst 
the  exports  showed  an  increase  of  42  per  cent.  This  is  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  more  cargo  was  taken  on  bar  draft  than  in 
former  years,  as  the  bar,  having  been  dredged,  carries  more  water 
now.  British  steamers  comprised  46  per  cent,  of  the  total 
shipping,  whilst  their  tonnage  was  over  49  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 
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Rktorn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Nioolaieff  during  the 
Years  1901-1900. 


1901. 

1900. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Yevels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

Greek 

Italian 

Anstro-Hongarian 

German 

Boasian 

Danish 

Norwegian 

Torkish 

Dutch 

Swedish 

Spanish 

French 

Belgian 

184 

61 

88 

88 

8 

6 

6 

5 

8 

8 

2 

•   1 

1 

227,168 

71,668 

68,266 

68,669 

9,224 

9,482 

6,760 

6.720 

8,786 

4,125 

4,817 

2,899 

987 

91 
28 
28 
20 
7 

12 
8 
2 
8 

1 

1 
1 

1 

147,804 

81,444 

82,225 

31,407 

9,210 

16.067 

8,471 

8,8U 

8,780 

1,907 

1,686 

990 

1,476 

Total.. 

290 

468,296' 

188 

284,710 

The  whole  attention  of  the  Nieolaiefif  Exchange  Committee  is  Nicolaieff 
now  given  to  the  apparently  insoluble  problem  of  how  to  raise  Exchange 
the  standard  of  the  local  grain  trade,  which,  thanks  to  the  facili-  "™  " 
ties  that  bankers  give  to  impecunious  speculators,  has  sunk  to  a 
very  low  level  of  late  years.  Formerly  cereals  used  to  be  exported 
in  full  cargoes  only,  that  is  to  say,  merchants  used  to  charter 
vessels  "  to  load  full  and  complete  cargoes,"  and  only  firms  of  good 
standing  could  engage  in  the  trade.  Then  when  loading "  on  the 
berth  "  was  introduced  the  character  of  the  business  was  changed. 
It  is  quite  easy  now  for  a  man  with  a  few  pounds  to  bind  himself 
to  sell  a  parcel  to  some  buyer  abroad,  secure  tonnage,  pay  down 
his  few  pounds  as  earnest  money,  take  advances  on  railway  way- 
bills from  a  banker,  ship  the  parcel  in  his  name,  get  him  to  send 
the  bills  of  lading  abroad  for  encashment,  and  finally  pocket  the 
difference.  If  the  transaction  results  in  a  loss,  then  the  speculator 
either  refuses  to  pay  altogether,  or  promises  to  make  good  the 
deficit  at  some  future  time,  and  there  is  an  end  of  it,  as,  for  many 
reasons,  no  one  dreams  of  going  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  setting 
the  law  in  motion. 

The  Exchange  Committee,  whenever  they  have  been  able  to 
detect  any  double  de-aling,  have  telegraphed  a  warning  to  either 
the  consignee  of  the  parcel  or  to  the  Grain  Exchange  at  the  port 
of  destination. 

The  Minister  of  Finance  has  now  granted  a  loan  of  110,000  r. 
(about  11,700/.)  to  the  Nieolaiefif  Exchange  Society  for  building 
purposes,  besides  which  he  has  sanctioned  the  levy  of  an  extra 
export  due  of  -j^  c.  per  pood  (^rf.  per  ton)  for  the  maM)ten- 
ance  of  a  proper  control  of  all  cereals  shipped  for  export.  If 
(177)  c 
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-Convietion  for 
«hort  ihip- 
ment  of 
inferior  grain. 


'Grain 
adnlteimtion. 


ImportSi 


absolutely  trustworthy  and  competent  men  are  engaged  for  this 
duty  the  outlay  will  no  doubt  be  justified. 

At  a  trial  by  jury  at  the  Kherson  District  Assizes,  held 
at  Nicolaieif  in  the  beginning  of  April,  an  exporter  was 
found  guilty  of  loading  grain  of  an  inferior  quality  and  in 
less  quantity  than  contracted  for  with  fraudulent  intent,  and 
was  sentenced  to  15  months'  imprisonment  with  loss  of  the 
particular  rights  and  privileges  of  his  class.  Briefly,  the  facts 
of  the  case  are  as  follows : — In  March,  1899,  the  said  exporter 
loaded  several  parcels  of  grain  on  board  a  British  steamer  for 
Eotterdam  in  the  name  of  a  local  banker,  as  he  himself  neither 
possessed  the  requisite  capital  nor  was  he  of  the  Export  Guild  as 
required  by  law.  Upon  the  cargo  being  shipped  the  banker,  as 
])re-arranged,  received  the  bills  of  lading  for  what  was  said  to 
be  about  1,257  tons  of  wheat,  100  tons  of  rye,  and  200  tons  of 
linseed.  On  receipt  of  these  documents  the  banker  advanced  the 
shipper  a  certain  sum  for  discharging  his  liabilities,  and  forwarded 
the  bills  of  lading  abroad  for  delivery  against  cash  to  the  con- 
signee. When  the  shipment  arrived  at  Eotterdam  it  was  assessed 
by  the  Rotterdam  Grain  Trade  Committee,  who  found  that  (1) 
the  wheat  contained  from  25  to  30  per  cent,  of  dirt  and  siftings, 
and  was  104  tons  or  8^  per  cent,  short  of  bill  of  lading  quantity  ; 
(2)  the  linseed  contained  up  to  26  per  cent,  of  admixture,  and 
was  17  tons  short ;  and  (3)  the  rye  was  over  5  tons  short.  Tlie 
action  was,  therefore,  entered  with  the  result  named.  This  is 
the  only  case,  as  far  as  I  know,  of  conviction  for  fraudulent  deal- 
ings of  this  nature,  but  no  doubt  its  moral  eflfect  will  be  felt  for 
some  time. 

Cereals  are  now  adulterated  by  the  addition  of  small  stones 
and  gravel.  This  is  especially  the  case  with  wheat,  as  its  colour 
and  shape  are  easily  matched.  This  novel  means  of  increasing  the 
natural  weight  was  quickly  discovered,  but  the  inventors  have  not 
yet  been  caught. 

The  importation  of  foreign  goods  direct  to  Nicolaieff  reached 
its  maximum  in  1897,  when  40,900  tons  were  entered,  of  which 
19,468  tons  consisted  of  iron,  steel  and  machinery,  and  17,652 
tons  of  fire-bricks,  clay  and  tiles.  In  1898  the  total  was  31,485 
tons,  of  which  15,748  tons  comprised  iron,  &c.,  14,168  tons 
bricks,  &C,  In  1899  again,  owing  to  the  importation  of  21,330 
tons  of  British  coal  for  the  railways,  the  aggregate  imports 
reached  40,668  tons,  of  which  8,595  tons  were  of  iron,  &c.,  and 
5,713  tons  of  bricks,  &c. 

During  the  years  1901  and  1900  the  imports  at  Nicolaieff  were 
as  folio  Kvs : — 
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Articles. 

Quantity. 

1901. 

1900. 

Tons. 

1         Tons. 

BrickR,  firebricks,  fire-clay  and 

tiles 

6,800 

4.697 

Coal        

• .  • 

,         2,690 

Iron  and  steel 

210 

<         4,268 

,.    goods      .. 

26 

124 

Machinery          

809 

648 

Stones  and  stone  goods  (marble) 

65 

100 

Timber  and  wood 

130 

177 

Sandries 

224* 

228 

Total 

7,268 

'        12,822 

*  The  224  tons  of  sundries  included  brass  goods,  cabinet  work,  chemicals, 
eolonra,  copper,  crucibles,  oils,  sal-ammoniac,  saltpetre,  tin,  wax,  Ac. 

The  greater  part  of  the  imported  articles  merely  passed  through 
to  the  interior.  The  local  demand  is  exceedingly  small  and  is 
limited  to  articles  of  absolute  necessity,  which  are  not  procurable 
here  or  in  the  country  itself. 

The  aggregate  value  of  the  produce  of  the  different  branches  Local 
oftheNicolaieff  industrial  establishments— which  include  21  flour,  industry, 
macaroni,  sausage,  and  aerated  water  factories;  15  agricultural 
implement,  carriage  and  cart  makers ;  12  animal-produce  utilisers 
(sausage  casings,  meat  salting,  leather,  soap  and  candles) ;  four 
typo-lithogi-aphers ;  two  large  iron  and  steel  works ;  two  saw- 
mills; one  brick  kiln;  one  cotton  wool  factory — was  808,081/.  in 
1901,  or  72,659/.  less  than  in  1900. 

Taking  into  consideration  that  the  value  of  the  produce  of 
the  Belgian  Company's  Shipbuilding  Yard,  Iron  and  Steel  Foundries 
and  Mechanical  Works  was  435,677/.,  or  72,658/.  less  than  in 
1900,  and  of  the  Black  Sea  Mechanical  Produce  Company  was 
200,695/.,  or  6,160/.  less  than  in  1900,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
decrease  in  the  annual  production  was  due  to  the  depression  in 
the  iron  and  steel  trade. 

The  town  is  now  lit  by  electricity  from  a  central  power  station,  PubUc  workn. 
built  for  the  municipality  under  special  contract.  This  is  a 
welcome  change  after  the  semi-obscurity  of  the  petroleum  lamps. 
There  is  talk  of  the  Belgian  Tramway  Company  substituting 
electric  for  horse  traction.  Nothing  is  settled  yet,  as  the  munici- 
pality and  the  company  are  still  discussing  terms. 

The  ill-fated  waterworks  question  is  as  far  as  ever  from 
solution,  and  the  town  must  continue  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
slow,  small  and  often  foid  water-cart,  and  to  do  without  drains. 

Government  engineers  have  brought  to  a  close  the  work  of  ^ew  railway 
surveying  for  a  new  railway,  which  is  to  run  from  Odessa  through  projected 
Nicolaieff  and  Kherson  to  Jankoi,  on  the  Sevastopol  line,  with  a 
branch   of  about  30  miles  to   Ochakof.      This  line   is  mainly 
(177)  c  2 
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strategical,  but  it  will  open  up  a  large  tract  of  grain- producing 
couutry  that  is  still  handicapped  by  poor  means  of  com- 
munication. 

Ochakofbar.  The  dredging  of  the  Ochakof  bar  and  estuary  of  the  Eiver 

Boug  has  now  been  completed.  The  fairway  between  the 
commercial  port  at  Nicolaieff  and  the  sea  is  no  less  than  25  feet 
deep  and  350  feet  wide  at  the  bottom,  and  being  properly  buoyed 
will  be  officially  thrown  open  to  navigation.  Now  that  nearly  all 
the  steamers  that  visit  the  Black  Sea  will  be  able  to  load  full 
cargoes  here,  NicolaieflF  will  compete  with  Odessa  in  the  grain 
exporting  trade  more  successfully  than  hitherto.  Other  dis- 
abilities, such  as  detention  at  Ochakof  for  quarantine  and 
customs  visits,  both  on  a  vessel's  arrival  and  departure,  general 
port  expenses,  pilotage,  which — ^instead  of  being  reduced  is  to  be 
increased  shortly — will  have  to  be  removed  before  the  conditions 
existing  at  the  two  ports  will  be  the  same. 

Fnbliokealth,  The  general  health  of  the  town  population  throughout  the  past 
year  was  good  on  the  whole.  The  abnormally  cold  autumn  and 
the  mild  winter,  with  dampness  and  fogs  instead  of  bracing  frost, 
were  responsible  for  an  unusually  large  number  of  scarlet  fever 
and  influenza  cases,  &c. 

The  measures  taken  to  prevent  the  importation  of  plague  were 
successful,  as  no  real  cases  of  plague  were  discovered  here. 

Upro^.  The  number  of  registered  cases  of  leprosy  last  year  in  the 

province  of  Kherson  was  57,  i.e.,  33  males  and  24  females,  of  from 
11  to  70  years  of  age.  They  are  scattered  about  as  follows :  28  in 
the  Odessa  district,  28  in  the  Kherson  district  and  one  in  the 
Tiraspol  district.  Of  this  number  13  are  at  Odessa  and  four  at 
NicolaiefiF.  The  occupations  of  these  lepers  are  various.  In  some 
cases,  but  not  all,  the  children  of  lepers  were  born  afflicted  with 
the  disease.  Instances  have  been  observed,  however,  of  wives  of 
lepers  having  lived  for  years  with  their  husbands  without  catch- 
ing the  malady.  It  would  therefore  appear  that  only  those 
persons  who  are  constitutionally  predisposed  are  liable  to  its 
contagion  here.  Since  1898  only  11  lepers  have  been  sent  to  the 
settlement  at  lamburg. 
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fisTURN  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Nicolaieff  daring 
the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


With  Gaigo. 

In  Ballast. 

.    Total 

Oonntry. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons, 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

YeaaelB. 

Yeasels. 

Yeasels. 

Italy       .. 

•  • 

55 

92,511 

1 
5.6 

92,511 

Egypt     ..         .. 

•  • 

80 

55,608 

80 

55,608 

Malta      .. 

,, 

12 

18,680 

12 

18,680 

Turkey    .. 

.. 

8 

12,688 

8 

12,688 

France    .. 

,. 

7 

11,720 

7 

11,720 

BoBfda     .. 

•  • 

7 

11.068 

11,068 

Oreeoe    .. 

.. 

7 

10,899 

10,899 

United  Kingdom 

i 

1,187 

3 

8,866 

5,008 

Canary  lalands  . . 

«  • 

, , 

2 

1        4,038 

4,088 

Hoamania 

.. 

2 

,        2,447 

1        * 

2,447 

Algiers    .. 

. » 

1 

'        2,501 

2,501 

St.  Vincent 

,. 

1 

1,878 

1,878 

Anstria-Hungary 

•• 

1 

1,550 

1,550 

Total 

1 

1,187 

186 

!    229,484 

'     187 

280,571 

Cleared  (with  Cargo). 


Oountiy. 

Number  of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

United  Kingdom 

Eussia,  to  complete  part  cargoes 

Germany 

HoUuid 

Gibraltar 

Norway 

Belgium 

Denmark 

Sweden 

8 

64 

20 

18 

18 

8 

4 

8 

1 

8,625 

128,418 

81,884 

28,601 

17,481 

11,468 

5,789 

4,274 

1,228 

Total 

184 

227,158 

Theodosia 

Mr.  Vice-Consnl  Eees  reports  as  follows : — 

The  trade  of  Theodosia  for  the  year  1901  was  anything  but  Gommerciai 
satisfactory,  especially  the  export  trade  in  grain,  which  was  con-  *"^«- 
siderably  less  than  the  previous  years  and  ha!s  been  gradually 
declining  during  the  last  four  years.  This,  no  doubt,  is  chiefly 
owing  to  the  successive  bad  harvests  in  this  and  the  adjoining 
districts  for  the  last  few  years,  and  also  to  some  extent  to  changed 
conditions. 
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When  the  railways  of  the  Taurida,  Ekaterinoslav  and  Kharkof 
districts  were  taken  over  by  the  Imperial  Government  from  the^ 
private  companies  which  had  constructed  them,  terminal  rates  were 
abolished,  and  a  new  tariff  adopted  which  had  been  prepared  on  a 
distance  basis. 

From  this  it  results  that  Theodosia  has  lost  much  of  its  ship- 
ment trade.  Sevastopol  (had  it  still  been  a  mercantile  port)- 
would  have  baen  in  the  same  case. 

The  grain  coming  by  the  Kursk-Kharkof-Sevastopol  Railway 
to  Alexandrovsk,  which  used  to  be  sent  on  by  rail  from  there  to- 
Theodosia,  is  now  loaded  on  large  lighters  and  despatched  by  way 
of  the  Dnieper  to  Odessa  and  Nicolaief.  It  is  found  cheaper  to  do 
this  as  the  railway  rate  from  Alexandrovsk  to  Theodosia  is 
G  c.  per  pood  (7s.  9rf.  per  ton),  while  the  cost  of  transport  by 
lighters  to  Odessa  and  Nicolaieff  has  ranged  from  2i  to  4  c. 
jier  pood  (35.  3d,  to  5^.  2d,  per  ton). 

It  is  reported,  however,  that  owing  to  the  unprecedented 
harvest  prospects  in  the  above  Governments,  the  barge  owners 
have  combined  and  decided  to  raise  the  freights  this  coming 
autunm  to  6  and  7  c.  (l^d.  and  If^.)  per  pood  (36  lbs.)  to  Odessa ;. 
should  this  i)rove  to  be  the  case,  the  export  firms  here  hope  to  be 
Hl)le  to  compete  and  draw  their  supplies  this  yeai*  from  the  above 
localities  and  thus  give  a  fresh  impetus  to  the  export  of  grain 
from  Theodosia. 

The  port  of  Theodosia  is  capable  of  shipping  four  or  five  timea 
more  grain  than  has  yet  been  exported,  and  probably  more,  as  its 
capabilities  have  not  yet  been  tested. 

There  are  ample  grain  stores,  and  should  more  be  required  the 
Ministry  of  Ways  of  Communications  would  build  more  on  the- 
quays  similar  to  those  built  three  years  ago. 
Exports.  It  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  appended  table  that  the 

amount  of  grain  exported  in  1901  was  little  more  than  half  what 
it  was  in  the  y-ear  1899. 

The  countries  to  which  the  grain  was  exported  and  the 
approximate  quantity  to  each  country  was  as  follows : — 


To—  ;        Quantity 


Italy.. 

Holland 

Fianco 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 


Tons. 
80,100 
28,100 
26,868 
15,050 
8,000 


Priteaof  Tlie  average  price  of   wheat  for  tlie  year  was   28.  per  pood 

grain.  ^3(5  jj^g^  f^\y  .  f^^,  barley,  Is,  bd,  per  pood ;  ibr  oats,  from  Is,  6rf. 

to  Is.  %d,  per  pood ;  and  linseed  fluctuated  from  3&  2d,  to  4a.  3d. 

per  pood  f.o.b.      The  above  prices  have  been  calculated  on  the 

basis  of  9  r.  45  c.  to  the  1/. 
Freights.  Freights  were  rather  low  and  unsteady,  fluctuating  from  7s.  in 
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the  first  six  months  to  lis.  6d.  in  October  and  November,  and 
falling  again  in  December  to  7s.  and  even  as  low  as  6s.  for  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Continent;  and  for  the  Mediterranean 
ports,  West  Italy  and  Marseilles,  from  7  fr.  to  12  fr.  50  c,  and 
then  falling  again  to  7  fr. 

It  is  apparent  that  owing  to  the  falling-off  of  exports  the  Shipping, 
amount  of  shipping  should  decrease  proportionately.  British 
steamers  still  maintain  the  preponderance,  although  there  is  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  British  steamers  carrying  grain  to 
the  different  Mediterranean  ports.  At  one  time  the  bulk  of  the 
grain  for  these  ports  was  carried  by  British  steamers,  which  are 
gradually  being  replaced  by  Italian,  Greek,  Austro-Hungarian  and 
French  steamers,  the  number  of  which  is  increasing  yearly. 

A  few  years  ago  a  steamer  under  the  Greek  flag  was  seldom  Increaae  of 
seen  in  the  Black  Sea,  but  they  are  now  increasing  in  number  Greek 
each  year,  and  are  chiefly  engaged  in  carrying  grain  between  the "    ™®"' 
Black  and  Azov  Seas  and  the  Mediterranean. 

The  majority  of  these  steamers  are  of  about  1,000  tons  net 
register,  and  have  been  bought  second-hand  from  British  owners 
who  have  sold  them  at  a  low  price,  as  they  considered  them  too 
small  and  unprofitable  at  the  present  low  rates  of  freight.  The 
Greek  owners,  however,  manage  to  make  them  pay  and  even  reap 
good  profits. 

During  the  past  year  some  133  British  and  166  steamers  of  all  Quarantine, 
other  nationalities  came  here  to  perform  quarantine  from  Constan- 
tinople and  the  infected  Egyptian  ports.  Some  8,000  Mohammedan 
pilgrims  were  landed  here  to  undergo  quarantine,  and  were  brought 
from  Jeddah  in  six  Turkish  and  four  Greek  steamers. 

Owing  to  the  drought  in  the  months  of  April,  May  and  the  Ck^w. 
beginning  of  June  the  harvest  prospects  are  not  good,  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  yield  will  be  below  the  average. 

A  brick  and  roofing  tile  factory  was  erected  and  opened  last  Indnatriee. 
year  by  a  Franco-Swiss  Company.  It  is  capable  of  producing  about 
40,000  bricks  and  about  5,000  tiles  per  day.  The  roofing  tiles 
manufactured  are  of  the  flat  kind  and  known  locally  by  ihe  name 
of  "  Marseilles  tiles,"  from  which  place  large  numbers  are  imported 
to  the  several  Black  Sea  ports. 

The  machinery  for  making  the  bricks  and  tiles  was  imported 
from  France,  and  the  motive  power  from  Sweden — Laval's  Steam 
Turbine. 

At  present  about  100  labourers  are  engaged  regularly  at  the 
.above  works. 

I  regret  to  note  that  there  is  no  appreciable  increase  of  British  Scansity  of 
goods  in  th^  different  local  stores,  whereas  Flench,  German  and  British  goods 
Austrian  goods  are  plentiful,  and  even  American  hardware  goods  ^^  ^^^^  storea. 
.are  now  sold  here. 

I  have  received  a  large  number  of  catalogues  from   British  Catuloguea 
firms,  but  they  are  unfortunately  printed  in  English,  and  as  the  •'**^P"*^*"**- 
traders  here  flo  not  understand  them,  they  are  of  little  or  no  good 
to  them,  especially  as  the  prices  given  are  in  English  currency,  and 
the  prices  quoted  are  for  goods  at  the  British  works  or  f.o.b.  to  one 
.of  the  British  ports. 
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Catalogues  to  be  of  any  use  should  be  printed  in  Bussian  and 
the  prices  given  in  Eussian  currency,  say  c.i.f.  Odessa  or  some 
other  Bussian  Black  Sea  port,  to  which  regular  lines  of  steamers 
run  from  the  United  Blingdom. 

Appended  hereto  are  tables  of  all  shipping  and  exports. 

Ebturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Theodosia  during  the 
Tears  1901  and  1899. 


1901. 

1899. 

KaUonality. 

Number 
of  Steamers. 

'r--^      of^sS^Jr. 

Tonnage. 

Britiah 

Italian 

Greek 

French 

Russian 

Austro-Hungarian 
German . . 
Norwegian 

Dutch 

Turkish 

84 

19 

16 

6 

4 
2 

1 

66,159 

25,179 

20,286 

7,164 

18,279 

8,258 

1,506 

57 

11 

.16 

16 

•  • 
8 
1 
2 

1 
1 

87,382 
11,550 
16,720 
16,960 

8,300 
1,824 
2,500 
1,854 
1,280 

Totol     .. 

82 

186,826 

108 

142,270 

Beturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tlieodosia  during 
the  Years  1901  and  1899. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1899. 

Quantity.         Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wheat 

Barley 

Oats 

Rye       

Linseed 

Rape  seed 

Oilcake 

Tons. 

85,585 

18,828 

1,300 

1,000 

900 

'555 

£ 

580,318 

79,479 

6,689 

4,420 

10,776 

1,464 

Tons. 

104,668 

40.000 

54,660 

4,662 

2,100 

1,205 

8,500 

£ 

680,309 

172,000 

229,500 

21,585 

15,162 

7,146 

9,240 

Total     .. 

108,118 

688,096 

210,790 

1,184.942 
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Return  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Theodosia  during  the 

Year  1901. 

Entered. 


With  Cargoes. 

In  Ballast. 

Total 

Country. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Yeweia. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

United   Kingdom 

1 

1,208 

1 

1,208 

Egypt      .. 

11 

21,918 

11 

21,913 

Italy        .. 

8 

6,678 

8 

6,678 

France     .  • 

2 

8,761 

2 

8,761 

Tnrkey    .. 

1 

1,666 

1 

1,666 

Greece     •• 

1 

1,381 

1 

1,381 

RonU     .. 

i 

4>b75 

•• 

•  • 

1 

4,076 

Total       ., 

1 

4,076 

19 

86»602 

20 

89,677 

Cleared. 


With  Cargoe& 

In  Ballast. 

Total. 

Country* 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

United    Kingdom 

1,919 

4^076 

6,QQ4 

Holland  .. 

11,926 

,. 

11,926 

Spain 

6,184 

6,184 

Germany . . 

6,165 

6,166 

Denmark.. 

2,019 

2,Q19 

Belgium.. 

1,627 

1.627 

France     . . 

1,667 

1,667 

Norway  .. 

1,608 

1,608 

Total       .. 

18 

81,865 

4,076 

19 

86,980 

EUPATORIA. 

Mr.  Vice-Oonstil  Martin  reports  as  follows : — 

The  two  principal  articles  of  export  of  the  district  are  salt  and  Salt, 
cereals. 

The  salt  produced  in  the  salt    marshes  within   the   district 

amounts  to  about  20,000,000  poods  (322,120  tons).    It  is  exported 

to  other  ports  in  the   Black  Sea,  and  to  Libau,  Biga  and  St 

Petersburg  in  the  Baltic,  and  also  to  the  German  ports  of  Dantzis 
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Cereaie. 


Shipping. 


Freights. 

Manufactured 
goods. 

Agricultural 
machines. 


Population. 


Industry. 


and  Konij^sbeif^.  Russia  consumes  the  whole  of  the  salt  she 
produces,  and  the  two  latter  ports  are  solely  ports  of  transit  for 
salt  destined  for  Poland. 

The  harv^est  of  1901  was  an  average  one,  and  the  total  of 
wheat,  oats,  barley  and  linseed  produced  amounted  to  800,000 
poods  fabout  12,900  tons),  which  was  almost  all  exported  to 
Switzerland,  France,  Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

British  merchant  vessels  have  to  encounter  severe  competition 
from  those  of  Greece  and  Italy,  especially  with  regard  to  ^^rain 
shipped  for  Mediterranean  ports.  It  is  now  rare  to  find  a  British 
vessel  with  a  caijijo  of  grain  for  a  port  in  that  sea.  Denmark  also 
sends  her  ships  to  Eupatoria. 

Average  freights  for  the  Mediterranean  were  8  and  9  fr.  per 
ton,  and  lor  the  North  Sea  10^.  per  ton. 

Eupatoria  depends  chiefly  on  Odessa,  Moscow  and  Poland  for 
her  manufactured  goods,  such  as  cotton  stuffs  and  other  materials. 

A  preference  for  German,  to  the  detriment  of  American  and 
British,  agricultural  machines,  is  noticeable,  and  this  is  due 
quite  as  much  to  the  superior  education  of  the  German  colonists 
as  to  the  fact  that  German  goods  of  this  class  can  be  obtained  on 
more'  favourable  terms  than  others. 

The  total  population  of  the  town  and  district  amounts  to  about 
70,000  persons,  only  one-third  of  whom  are  Russians.  The  rest 
are  chiefly  composed  of  Germans,  Greeks,  Jews,  Armenians  and 
Tartars.  The  German  colony  has  sensibly  increased,  and  many 
Germans  have  inmiigrated  from  the  districts  of  Simpheropol 
Theodosia  and  Melitopol. 

The  only  industries  in  the  district  are  two  flour  mills,  which 
dispose  of  their  flour  in  Russia. 


Retukn  of  Biitish  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Eupatoria  during  the 

Year  1901. 

Entered  (in  Ballast). 


Country. 

Number  of 
YeBsels. 

Toiu. 

BuBSia 

Italy       

Bg>Pt 

Turkey 

Prance 

Austria-Hungary 

11 
15 
8 
2 
2 
1 

17,756 
21,089 
4,6.5 
8,676 
2,911 
1,483 

Total 

84 

61,829 
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Country. 

Number  of 
TeegeU. 

Tons. 

United  Kingdom 

Ruesia 

Germany 

Holland 

France     

Denmark 

8 

18 
6 

4 
3 

1 

4,405 
26,145 
7,802 
7,676 
4,434 
1,367 

Total 

34 

61,829 
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Hepori  on  tlie  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Gonmlar  District  of  Riga 
for  the  Tear  1901 

By  Mb.  Consul  Woodhotjse. 

(SeoeiTed  at  Foreign  OiBoe,  October  18, 1902.) 

The  trade  and  commerce  of  Riga,  which  for  a  number  of  years  Introduction* 
has  been  characterised  by  uninterrupted  progress,  sustained  a 
check  in  1900,  and  this  was  further  accentuated  in  1901,  the 
general  depression,  which  had  made  itself  so  keenly  felt  in  man> 
parts  of  the  Russian  Empire,  having  at  length  extended  as  far  as 
this  city.  At  first  it  was  believed  that  the  feeling  was  only 
temporary  and  that  it  would  quickly  pass  off,  but  as  time  went 
on  not  only  was  there  no  improvement,  but  matters  gradually 
became  worse. 

By  this  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  condition  of  things  in 
general  had  become  critical  or  anything  like  it,  but  business  was 
not  what  it  was  before,  and  money  had  become  so  scarce  that 
many  firms  of  good  standing  found  it  difficult  to  raise  sufficient 
for  their  every  day  requirements,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  go 
veiy  far  to  look  for  the  causes.  First  of  all,  the  development 
of  industrial  enterprise,  which  promised  so  well,  took  a  wrong 
turn  and  merged  into  reckless  speculation.  Many  factories 
and  works  were  started  in  opposition  to  other  concerns  of 
comparatively  old  standing,  -  consequently  keen  competition  set 
in  and  over-production  was  one  of  the  results.  But  that  was  not 
alL  Many  of  the  new  miUs  were  established  on  an  unsound 
basis  and  funds  hsul  to  be  raised  to  help  them  along.  This 
eventually  affected  the  lenders,  bankers  and  others,  and  so  moneys 
became  tight  and  credit  gradually  faded  away. 

Another  circumstance  that  has  largely  contributed  to  the  general 
depression  of  trade  and  commerce  in  Russia  has  been  the  continued 
unsatisfactory  state ,  of  agriculture  throughout  the  country. 
Repeated  failures  of  the  .crops  have  had  the  effect  of  impoverish- 
ing a  large  section  of  the  population-,  and  the  peasantry  and 
farmers  in  many  parts  of  the  Empire  have  had  but  little  to  spend 
even  for  the  bare  necessanes  of  life. 

At  the  present  moment,however,  there  are  indications  of  a  change 
lor  the  better,  although  tJiere  is  stiU  great  unrest  in  nearly  evei  y 
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branch  of  trada  If  the  reports  of  the  crops  are  borne  out  b^ 
facts,  then  we  may  hope  for  improvement,  but  some  time  will 
have  to  elapse  before  matters  can  right  themselves. 

The  details  of  last  year's  trade  at  this  port  having  been  un- 
usually late  in  appearing,  I  have  made  a  point  of  carrying  my 
report  up  to  the  present  time,  embodjdng  in  it  all  the  items  of 
interest  to  British  merchants  and  manufacturers  I  have  been  able 
to  collect,  and  giving  the  openings  for  British  trade  in  this  Con- 
sular district  I  have  also  touched  upon  agriculture  in  the  Baltic 
provinces,  as  it  is  to-day,  and  the  opening  up  of  trade  with 
Siberia. 

The  returns  of  imports  and  exports  for  1901,  given  in  Annexes 
A  and  B,  having  been  compiled  from  the  preliminary  statements 
issued  by  the  Exchange  Committee,  their  quantities  and  values 
must,  therefore,  be  taken  as  approximate. 

In  Annexes  C  and  D  are  shown  the  returns  of  all  shipping 
entered  and  cleared  at  the  port  of  Eiga  in  1901. 

All  amounts  are  in^aterling,  and  the  rate  of  exchange  is  taken 
at  9  r.  40  c.  per  IZ. 

In  the  returns  attached  to  my  report  for  1900,  the  sum  of 
5,713,140Z.  is  put  down  as  the  total  approximate  value  of  the 
imports  in  that  year.  The  corrected  total  now  given  is  6,234,0352., 
or  505,930Z.  less  than  in  1899,  and  not  l,026,825i.  as  previously 
shown.  The  approximate  total  of  the  imports  to  Eiga  in  1901, 
as  published  by  the  Exchange  Committee,  is  given  as  5,354,3182., 
less  by  879,7172.  than  in  the  preceding  year ;  this  amount  may 
possibly  be  under-estimated,  but  it  is  sure  to  come  out  less  than 
the  total  for  1900. 

In  my  report  for  1900  I  gave  the  following  table  of  the  increase 
or  decrease  in  the  principal  articles  received  : — 


Articles. 

Toot 

Increaae 
or  DeoreMe. 

Chalk      .. 

« 

6,322 

Claj 

n 

+ 

6,07S 

Coal  and  ooke    •  • 

9t 

+ 

9,915 

Coffee     •  • 

n 

+ 

86 

Copra      ..         •• 

ft 

♦ 

sot 

Cork-wood 

n 

4- 

1,821 

Cotton    . . 

99 

. 

1,116 

B^e-wood 

)) 

+ 

16,892 

Barida 

+ 

2,204 

Iron,  pig.. 

Ton* 

— 

18,967 

„    caat 

99 

•» 

S,478 

Machinery 

•» 

-•• 

762 

Manure  ..         •• 

If 

— 

1,226 

OU 

99 

»m 

168 

Keein       •  •         • « 

99 

+ 

1,606 

Bice 

»» 

+ 

1,926 

Steel       .. 

M 

•- 

7,670 

Sulphate  of  ioda 

99 

«» 

600 

Sulphur  .•         •• 

»> 

— 

67 

Wine      •• 

n 

•" 

116 
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The  coirected  returns  show  the  increase  or  decrease  to  have 
1)ee&  as  under : — 


Ariblflt. 

Tone  .. 

InczoMO 
or  Deoreaae. 

OhaJk 

-       8,6S8 

Olaj       

M       •  •               •  • 

-       6,826 

Coal  and  ooke 

„        •  •               .  • 

+      12,668 

Coffee 

„       •  •               .  • 

+            70 

Oopnt     • 

♦>       •  •               •  • 

+          608 

Oork-wood         

„       •  •                • . 

+       1,821 

Ccyfcton     .. 

»,        •  »               •  • 

906 

Bj^e-wood          

Aflrriiiffs*.*         ••         •• 

„       •  •                •  • 

BamOa 

•1-        9,898 
4-        2,804 

lK>ni  pig 

Tona., 

-      18.627 

»     0^            

w       •  •               •  • 

6,412 

sOACtOXUff^           •  •           •  •           •  • 

+           982S 

Manim  •  •         •  • 

" 

-  1,788 

-  153 

oa       

„      •  •             • 

Beain 

„     •  •          • . 

+        1,606 

Bioe        

»     •  •           •  • 

+        1,936 

BwOOl          ••            ••            ••            •• 

M        •• 

-        7,657 

Sulphatoofioda 

»»       ••                • 

580 

Sulphur  ••        ..        •• 

M        •• 

57 

Wine      .,         

>,        ••                • 

115 

For  1901  the  preliminary  returns  give  the  increase  or  decrease 
-as  follows : — 


Artiolea. 


Ofaalk 
Olaj.. 

Coal  and  coke 
Coffee 
Copra 

Cork-wood  •• 
Cotton 

Dye-wood  •  • 
BlerringB  .« 
Hope 

Iron,  pig      .. 
„    caat    .. 
Maohinery  •• 
Manure       •• 
Oil   .. 
Beain 
Bioe .  • 
Steel.. 

Sulphate  of  aoda 
Sulphur 
Wine 


Inoreaae  or 
Deoreaae. 


Tons. 

3,068 

4,907 

148,808 

24 

818 

1,298 

8,136 

676 

811 

26 

487 

1,769 

2,668 

12,327 

127 

5 

1,418 

583 

87 

4i5 

35 


The  most  prominent  items  in  this  list  are  thosa  of  coal  and  import  of 
coke,  and  the  decrease  of  148,308  tons  is  very  striking,  coming,  yoJ  uid  ookp, 
as  it  does,  after  so  long  a  period  of  continued  increase.    Xhis"^®***^"®"^- 
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Import  of 
oooJ  and  ooko 
in  1902. 


Indnsfcrial 
nmohinery. 

Agrioultural 
macliinery. 


Indiarubber. 


HerringB. 


f allmg-off  is  to  a  certain  extent  attributable  to  the  bad  state  of 
trade  and  the  partial  stoppage  of  certain  branches  of  manufacture; 
but  principally  to  the  fact  that,  in  the  early  part  of  1901» 
the  Government  railways,  which  for  many  years  had  used  nothing 
but  British  coal,  were  instructed  to  take  Kussian  coal  exclusively. 
This  coal  comes  from  the  Donetz  district,  and  is  frequently  carried 
in  Government  wagons  free  of  cost 

During  the  cuiTent  year  the  importation  of  coal  and  coke  has 
been  slightly  in  excess  of  that  of  1901,  and  the  merchants  are 
expecting  a  fair  autumn  business. 

Of  the  total  quantity  of  coal  received,  perhaps  3  to  4  per  cent, 
has  come  from  Westphalia. 

Of  the  other  articles,  a  decrease  is  noticeable  in  chalk,  clay, 
copra,  cast  iron,  machinery,  steel  and  sulphur,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  is  a  large  increase  in  cork-wood,  a  still  larger  one  in 
cotton  and  manure  (superphosphates),  and  an  appreciable  one  in 
dye-wood  and  pig  iron. 

In  the  present  year,  so  far,  the  arrivals  of  chalk  and  clay 
have  continued  to  fall  off.  Bar  iron,  pig  iron  and  steel  have  also 
been  less  in  demand,  but  a  brisker  business  has  been  done  in 
copra,  cork-wood,  cotton,  dye-wood,  manure  (superphosphates)  and 
sulphur. 

With  regard  to  industrial  machinery,  the  returns  show  a  slight 
increase,  £is  compared  with  1900. 

In  agricultural  machinery  there  has  also  been  a  better  business 
done,  and  the  continued  favourable  reports  of  the  harvest  will, 
undoubtedly,  have  a  stimulating  effect  on  the  trade  in  all  classefif 
of  agricidtural  implements,  machinery  and  tools.  I  may  here 
remai'k  that  two  American  firms  have  recently  established  depdts 
of  reapers,  &c.,  at  Biga,  and  one  of  them  is  pushing  the  trade 
right  through  to  the  eastern  confines  of  Siberia. 

Of  late  years  there  has  been  a  growing  demand  for  indiarubber, 
and  in  1901  as  much  as  1,130  tons  was  received  (this  article  is 
included  in  sundries).  In  the  first  half  of  1902  the  imports 
were  50  per  cent,  greater  than  during  the  corresponding  period 
of  1901. 

The  herring  trade  fell  somewhat  behind  in  1901,  as  the  fol- 
lowing return  will  show : — 
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Kbturn  of  all  Herrings  received  at  Riga  during  the  Years  1901 

and  1900. 


Quautitj. 

1901. 

1900. 

Scotch  (East  and  West  Coast) 
Yarmouth          •« 
Norweffiaii         •  •         •  • 

Swedish 

Dutch 

Barrels. 

89,043 

8,324 

26,076i 

68 

25 

Barrels. 

86,768 

5,552 

84,526 

3 

18 

Total 

78,681i 

76,862 

It  wiU  be  seen  that  there  was  a  larger  sale  of  Scotch  and 
Yarmouth  fish  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

Yarmouth  herrings  are  gradually  finding  a  market  in  Eussia 
and  gaining  a  higher  reputation  year  by  year,  owing  to  the  atten- 
tion paid  to  their  treatment  and  cure. 

Up  to  the  middle  of  July  this  year's  imports  were  far  less  than  Imports  of 
in  the  first  half  of  1901,  but  the  demand  has  since  become  very  ^^^^  '^^ 
brisk,  and  prices  have  stiffened  in  consequence.    In  all  probability 
there  will  be  a  good  autumn  trade. 

The  following  indicates  the  position  of  each  country  with  Position  of 
.  regard  to  the  imports  of  1900  and  1899 :—  KL'S^om  and 

other 

countries  with 
regard  to 
imports. 


Country. 

Per  Cent. 

1900. 

1899. 

United  Kingdom 

Gkermanj..  * 

Belgium 

Sweden  and  Norway     .  • 

Denmark 

France    ..         •• 

Holland 

Other  countries 

4S-7 
82-6 
6-4 
21 
1-7 
0-5 
2-6 
5-4 

39-8 
87-6 
10-9 
2-8 
1-5 
0-2 
4  5 
2-7 

'    According  to  the  preliminary  returns  of  the  Exchange  Com-  Exports, 
mittee,  the  total  value  of  the  exports  from  Biga  in  1901  is  given 
at  7,870,225/.,  or  107,025/.  more  than  in  1900,  and  of  the  year's 
.  trade  iu  the  principal  articles  mentioned  in  the  list,  the  following 
is  a  brief  rSsfum4 : — 

Owing  to  the  poorness  of  the  crops   the  exports  of  cereals  G-i^in  trade. 
in  1901  were  by  15,466  tons  less  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

Bye  again  predominated,  although  the  quantity  stupped  wasBye« 
/.less  by  20,098  tons  than  in  1900.    The  bulk  of  the  business  w^d 
done  in  the  first  half  of  the  year^  scarcely  any  transactions  being 
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efifected  during  the  last  six  months,  prices  in  the  interior  admitbii^ 
of  no  business. 

Whatt.  The  quantity  of  wheat  exported  was  but  small,  being  only 

31,245  tons,  against  41,530  tons  in  1900.  Siberian  supplies  were 
non-existent,  and  the  other  districts,  from  which  Riga  receives 
this  article,  likewise  had  nothing  for  sale. 

Bariej.  For  some  years  past  the  exportation  of  barley  has  continued 

to  fall  off.  During  the  period  1886-90,  Riga  shipped,  on  an 
average,  47,500  tons  a  year.  In  1901  the  quantity  was  reduced 
to  16,957  tons,  against  18,200  tons  in  1900,  and  23,082  tons  in 
1899.  The  reason  for  this  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  farmers 
in  the  Baltic  provinces  now  pay  more  attention  to  dairy  farming 
and  cattle  feeding  than  they  did  in  former  years. 

Oftto,  Shipments  of  oats  were  larger  than  they  had  been  for  some 

years,  the  quantity  exported  being : — 


Tear. 

Quantity. 

1901 

1900..         ..         

1899..         ..         

1898 

Toiii. 
41,300 
26,140 
16,418 
6,906 

Still  the  Riga  export  of  oats  is  meagre  in  comparison  with  libau 
and  St.  Petersburg. 
Xiniead.  The  business  done  in  crushing  linseed  in  1901  was  exceedingly 

-«mall,  which  is  accounted  for  by  the  poorness  of  the  crop.  Only 
about  one-fifth  of  the  entire  supplies  which  reached  Riga  went  for 
export,  the  remainder  being  absorbed  by  the  local  oil  miUs.  Prices 
ruled  high  throughout  the  season,  and  the  quantity  shipped  was 
only  5,520  tons,  against  34,000  tons  in  1900.  The  shipments  of 
sowing  linseed  were  a  trifle  less  than  in  1900. 
Oilcake.  Considering  the  poorness  of  the  crops  of  oleaginous  seeds,  it  is 

somewhat  astonishing  that  the  exportation  of  oil  cake  should  again 
have  so  largely  increased,  viz.,  by  15,469  tons.  The  only  tangible 
explanation  seems  to  be  that  the  consumption  in  the  interior  has 
been  considerably  reduced  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  the 
farmers  have  experienced  in  keeping  up  their  stock.  It  is  also 
not  impossible  that  the  starting  of  fresh  oil  mills  in  the  interior 
may  have  had  something  to  do  with  it. 
Hemp  seed.  As  mentioned  in  former  reports  hemp  seed  is  fast  disappearing 

from  the  list,  180  tons  only  having  been  shipped  in  1901,  against 
280  tons  in  1900. 
Agriculture,  Before  proceeding  to  the  other  articles  of  export  I  will  briefly 

""'diti**^**^'^  touch  upon  the  position  and  condition  of  agriculture  in  this  part 
«on     on.       ^j  Russia,  the  state  of  the  crops  and  the  actual  outlook  of  the 
farmers  and  those  interested  in  agricultural  produce. 

Farming  in  Russia,  as  in  many  other  quarters  of  the  globe,  is 
a  hazardous  speculation.      In  the  wide  area  under  cultivation 
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munerous  qualities  of  soil  must  naturallj  be  found,  and  some 
districts  being  more  favourable  for  agriculture  than  others,  are 
perhaps  more  richly  blessed  than  their  less  fortunate  neighbours, 
but  a  disturbance  of  atmospheric  conditions  will  frequently  reverse 
the  order  of  things.  Now,  the  Baltic  provinces  and  some  of  the 
adjoining  governments  are  considered  to  be  particularly  fertile,  and 
the  proprietors  and  farmers  spare  no  efforts  to  keep  up  the  quality 
of  the  land;  the  extensive  and  ever  increasing  employment  of 
superphosphates  and  artificial  manures  is  a  proof  of  this,  but  last 
year  the  long  stretch  of  tropical  weather  with  hardly  a  drop  of 
rain  shrivelled  everything  up,  and  not  only  was  the  grain  scarce 
and  poor,  but  in  many  places  the  farmers  had  not  sufficient  hay 
and  straw  to  carry  them  through  the  winter,  and  some  of  them 
had  to  take  the  thatch  from  the  roofs  to  keep  their  stock  alive. 
This  year  it  has  not  only  been  far  too  cold,  but  the  ground  has 
been  literally  soaked  with  continuous  rain,  the  consequence  being 
that  the  grain  crops  have  run  into  straw  and  the  first  hay  crops, 
which  promised  so  well,  have  suffered  considerably.  The  only 
thing  that  has  profited  has  been  flax. 

In  the   district  I  have  mentioned  the  outlook  is  therefore  P^f^s^^^ 
anything  but  bright  outiook* 

Wheat  is  but  little  grown  in  these  parts — merely  for  home 
consumption — and  what  there  is  is  poor. 

Of  rye  there  is  nothing,  and  both  barley  and  oats  are  very 
light.  Of  linseed  there  is  a  pretty  large  crop,  but  it  is  extremely 
weak  and  thin.  But  fortunately  for  Riga  it  does  not  depend  upon 
local  supplies,  and  large  quantities  of  good  wheat  from  the  eastern 
provinces  and  Siberia  are  expected  during  the  autumn.  There  is 
also  excellent  barley  in  the  interior,  which  Riga  will  get,  and  from 
the  Romney  district  there  will  be  a  large  supply  of  good  oats,  but 
most  of  this  will  go  to  libau. 

As  before  remarked,  the  hay  crops  have  been  damaged  by  the 
wet,  and  to  such  an  extent  in  some  places  that  the  farmers,  being 
afraid  to  face  the  winter,  are  selling  off  their  stock. 

The  potato  crops  are  large  and  the  tubers  are  very  good,  but  it 
is  feared  that  they  will  not  keep,  as  on  accoimt  of  the  wet  weather 
they  have  not  been  able  to  ripen. 

The  flax  crop  of  1901  was  reported  to  be  deficient,  both  in  FUx. 
quantity  and  quality,  even  worse  than  that  of  1900.  In  fact, 
it  was  not  at  all  satisfactory,  taking  it  all  round.  In  Livonia^ 
it  fell  short  of  that  of  the  preceding  year  and  high  marks  were  a 
rarity.  In  Courland  and  Lithuania  also  it  was  weak,  but  in  the 
Motschanetz  district  it  was  tolerably  good,  especially  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ostrov  and  Porchov. 

As  in  1900  every  effort  was  made  to  keep  up  prices,  but  they 
gradually  declined  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

Contrary  to  expectation  the  exports  of  flax  in  1901  exceeded^ 
those  of  1900  by  1,768  tons,  and  during  the  first  half  of  this 
present  year  shipments  kept  up,  even  after  it  bad  been  stated 
that  not  a  pound  of  flax  remain^  in  the  country.  This  is  one  of 
the  peculiarities  of  the  Riga  flax  trude,  and  it  is  very  often 
exceedingly  difficult  to  arrive  at  facts. 
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According  to  reports  from  all  sides  this  year's  flax  crop  is  at 
least  25  per  cent,  larger  than  that  of  1901,  and  the  weather  having 
been  so  favourable  for  the  growing  of  flax,  its  quality  is  bound  ta 
be  good.  At  the  present  time  it  is  believed  that  prices  will  some- 
what decline  in  view  of  the  slack  demand  abroad 
%«••  The  egg  trade  in  1901  made  a  further  advance,  the  shipments 

from  Siga  reaching  the  total  of  34,540  tons. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  growth  of  this  trade.  Eight  years 
ago  the  total  exports  from  Bussia  amounted  to  60,659  tons,  of 
which  Eiga  shipped  8,800  tons.  In  1901  the  total  quantity  ex- 
ported was  130,048  tons,  Eiga  supplying  34,540  tons. 

Eettjrn  of  Eggs  Exported  for  the  Tears  1894-1901. 


Year. 


1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 


Total  Exported 
from  Bussia. 


Tons. 

60,659 

91,016 

97,091 

118,897 

121,095 

110,091 

115,430 

180,048 


Exported 
from  Riga. 


Tons. 
8,800 
18,056 
28,606 
29,842 
82.494 
82,508 
80,955 
84,540 


The  present  prospects  of  the  egg  trade  are  considered  to  be 
satisfactory,  supplies  coming  in  freely. 
Butter.  The  extraordinary  development  of  the  Eussian  butter  trade 

has  taken  many  by  surprise.  Since  the  opening  up  of  Siberia  by 
the  new  railway,  so  large  has  been  the  supply  of  butter  that 
special  arrangements  have  been  made  for  its  transit  by  land  and 
sea,  and,  in  addition  to  the  steamers  that  have  for  some  time  been 
running  between  Eiga  and  London,  other  boats  have  been  furnished 
with  refrigerators  for  carrying  butter  and  other  perishable  articlea 
to  the  northern  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  following  is  a  return  of  the  exports  of  butter  for  the  years 
1899-1901 :— 


Year. 

Total 
Exports. 

Shipped 
from  Biga. 

1899        

1900        

1901        

Tons. 
10,000 
18,890 
81,238 

Tons. 
272 
1,800 
12,050 

And  the  present  year's  business  has  ghown  a  continued  increase. 
At  one  time  it  was  thought  that  the  supply  might  be  far  greater 
than  the  demand,  and  occasionally  there  is  an  appearance  of  con- 
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gestion,  bat  the  cold  store  at  Riga  is  calculated  to  hold  up  the  trade 
for  some  time. 

The  timber  trade  last  year  was  bad  lor  nearly  everybody  con-  Timber, 
cemed  in  it,  and  luciy  was  the  buyer  or  shipper  who  did  not 
suffer  by  the  continued  fall  in  prices.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year^ 
when  contracts  were  made,  all  the  mills  in  Europe  were  pretty  full 
up  with  stocks  lor  lo.w.,  but  instead  of  being  dLaconcerted  by  this 
fact,  and  in  spite  of  the  assertions  of  buyers  that  consumption  had 
declined,  they  seemed  to  think  that  if  they  held  out  they  would 
obtain  the  full  prices,  or  thereabouts,  of  the  previous  year,  1900. 
The  Swedes  notably  held  back  from  selling.  A  few  buyers  were 
tempted  into  paying  the  high  prices  for  to.w.,  but  most  kept 
back,  a  difference  of  5$.  or  so  per  standard  being  between  buyers 
and  sellers 

When  the  first  open  water  drew  near,  and  but  few  goods  had 
been  sold,  shippers  began  to  feel  uneasy,  and  to  show  a  willing- 
ness to  accept  prices  previously  offered,  but  buyers,  save  in  some 
few  instances,  now  bid  less,  and  very  little  business  had  been  done 
when  the  month  of  May  arrived.  By  this  time  it  became  evident 
that  although  the  fresh  log  supplies  would  be  considerably  less 
than  in  1900,  still  they  were  too  ample  for  the  congested  state  of 
the  market.  Shippers  and  holders  of  stock  became  uneasy,  and  a 
general  drop  in  prices  began  and  lasted  until  October.  The  fall  in 
prices,  as  compared  with  1900,  amounted  to  18  per  cent,  for  some 
descriptions  of  goods,  and  as  much  as  25  per  cent,  for  others. 
White  wood  was  more  affected  than  red  wood.  In  October  prices 
began  slowly  to  recover. 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  year,  1902,  the  position  of  affairs 
had  become  greatly  strengthened.  The  visible  f.o.w.  stocks  of 
sawn  goods  were  still  fairly  large,  but  it  was  known  that  in  all 
countries  the  output  of  logs  from  the  forests  had  been  greatly 
curtailed,  and  consequently  that  it  would  be  very  diflScult  to  re- 
place these  present  stocks.  Especially  in  £iga  was  this  the  case, 
the  log  output  being  the  smallest  on  record,  not  more  than  8,200 
rafts  having  been  floated  down,  against  about  16,500  in  1901,  and 
21,000  to  22,000  in  1900. 

In  sawing  logs  the  deficiency  was  even  greater  than  the  above 
figures  would  show,  and  the  total  supply  for  this  year  can  hardly 
have  been  more  than  from  40  to  45  per  cent  of  last  year's 
quantity,  and  33  per  cent  of  that  of  1900 ;  prices,  therefore,  have 
all  along  ruled  very  high  for  sawing  logs,  and  most  of  the  mills 
being  ifl-provided  in  'quantity,  Eiga  stocks  of  sawn  wood  have 
remained  small,  and  holders  very  firm.  If,  however,  stocks  are 
small,  the  demand  seems  to  be  also  small,  partly  because  con- 
sumption in  the  foreign  markets  has  declined,  and  partly  because 
buyers  abroad,  especially  in  the  United  Kingdom,  persistently 
refuse  to  believe  in  the  shortage  of  goods  at  Biga.  They  say  they 
have  often  heard  the  same  story  of  log  shortage,  and  after  all  there 
has  been  a  fidl  supply.  Probably  they  have  been  sustained  in 
their  belief  by  the  action  of  the  jobbing  section  of  Biga  shippers, 
who,  having  no  goods  of  their  own  production,  buy  from    the 
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amaller  milte,  which  do  not  export  in  their  own  name,  buit  aell 
locally.  These  jobbers  sold  a  good  deal  on  speculation  at  lower 
figures,  thus  leading  buyeiB  abroad  to  disbelieve  in  the  log  shortt^,, 
l^ut  in  meeting  their  requirements  they  have  had  to  pay  very  high 
p^ces,  and  have  sustained  heavy  losses  in  consequence.  Prices  of 
sawn  goods  have  still  an  upward  tendency,  and  it  is  not  at  aU. 
improbable  that  by  the  spring  of  1903  they  will  have  reached  the> 
highest  level  ever  known.  It  is  practically  certain  the  first  open 
water  stocks  of  1903  will  be  the  smallest  Bi^  has  had  for. 
20  years. 

The  total  quantity  of  timber  exported  from  Biga  in  1901  was 
39,850,000  cubic  feet,  against  46,650,000  cubic  feet  in  1900,  a 
decrease  of  6,700,000  cubic  feet 

The  total  tonnage  of  foreign-going  vessels  entered  at  the  port 
of  Biga  in  1901  was  returned  at  969,683  net  register  tons,  more  by 
17,167  tons  than  in  1900. 

British  shipping  again  fell  off,  275  vessels  and  250,243  tona 
being  returned  for  1901,  against  299  vessels  and  263,032  tons  in, 
1900,  a  decrease  of  24  vessels  and  12,789  tons.  Of  other 
nationalities  there  was  a  large  increasa 

The  coasting  trade  again  decreased  by  8,126  tons. 

The  freight  market  was  very  dull  throughout  the  season,  the 
following  being  the  rates : — 


BaiM.« 


Per 


Oatf ,  Sast  Coast  and  Continent 
Flax  and  hemp. .         •• 
Oil  pake 

Igg» 

Batter  to  London 
Deals  and  battens,  London 
,,  ,,        East   Coast 


Belgium  and  France — 
Ilaz  and  hemp        •  • 
Deals  and  battens    .  • 
Oil  cake 


Quarter 
Ton    .. 


Standard 


Ton    .. 
Standard 
Ton   .. 


From- 


0    9 

16    0 

6    6 


16    0 
16    0 

Francs. 

16 

18 

7 


To— 


£  s. 
0    1 


1 
0 
I 

1  7 
1  10 
1     2 


d. 
2    6 


9    0 

2    6 

6 

0 

6 


Francs. 

27 

82 
9 


Public  works, 
Bailwajs. 


Permanent 
bridge  across 
the  Duna. 

N«v  harbour 
works. 


The  Moscow  line  is  in  full  working  order  as  far  as  Stockmanshof, 
where  it  joins  the  Eiga-Ord  Eailway.  Its  extension  to  Windau 
is  now  being  hurried  on  and  work  is  in  progress  at  Mitau,  at  which 
point  it  crosses  the  Biga-Mojheiki  line,  making  use  of  the  bridge 
over  the  Aa,  on  which  a  second  line  of  rails  is  to  be  laid. 

It  seems  very  probable  that  the  permanent  bridge  across  the 
Duna  will  long  be  a  subject  of  contention,  and  that  for  many 
years  to  come  Biga  will  have  to  manage  without  it. 

The  new  harbour  works  in  connection  with  the  central  goods 
station  are  progressing  but  slowly,  though  it  is  satisfactory  to  know 
that  something  is  being  done. 
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The  electric  trams  are  working  well  and  giving  great  satis-  Eleotrio 
faction  to  the  pnblia    A  new  bntnch  across  the  Dtiina  by  tin  trams, 
pontoon  bridge  has  recently  been  opened. 

For  some  time  past  engineers,  believed  to  be   in  some  way  Baltic  and 
connected  with  a  British  syndicate,  have  been  surveying  the  line  2!^®^ 
of  the  proposed  Baltic  and  Black  Sea  Canal»  but  what  the  idea  is 
it  is  impossible  to  conjecture.    A  deep  water  canal,  as  I  have 
pointed  out  before,  is  almost  an  impossibility.      The  physical 
difficulties  are  too  great. 

What  might  be  done,  and  it  would  pay  too,  would  be  to  turn 
some  of  the  rapids  of  the  Duna  to  account  Within  an  easy  dis- 
tance from  Biga,  about  9  or  10  miles,  in  a  4-miIe  stretch  of  the 
river  there  is  a  fall  of  12  feet.  It  should  be  easy  to  work  out 
a  plan  for  bringing  the  waters  of  the  Diina  into  requisition  and 
for  supplying  Biga  and  its  neighbourhood  with  power  and  light  ? 

During  the  year  1901  no  epidemic  diseases  appeared  in  thePubliohaaltlu 
town  or  neighbourhood.    There  were  a  few  cases  of  small-pox  and 
typhoid  fever,  but  Biga  is  never  free  from  them.    In  the  present 
year,  so  far,  puUic  health  has  been  satisfactory. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  would  particularly  direct  ^^2^?^fJ^' 
attention  of  British  merchants  and  manufacturers  to  the  following  ^"™*  ^"^^ 
list  of  articles  in  demand  in  this  district  and  other  quarters  of  the 
Bussian  Empire  with  which  Biga  is  in  direct  communication. 
There  are  still  openings  for  British  trade  in  this  country, 
and  the  development  of  the  resources  of  Siberia  presents  a  wide 
field  for  commercial  enterprisa 

The  enormous  quantities  of  agricultural  and  dairy  produce 
which  Siberia  is  now  sending  to  Western  Europe  must  meet  with 
<;orre6ponding  demands  for  goods  of  every  description  which  the 
West  alone  can  furnish,  and  besides  this^  the  attention  paid  to 
mining  industries  wiU,  and  in  fact  is,  already  bringing  forth 
orders  for  mining  and  pumping  machineiy,  tools,  hardware,  fta 
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List  of  Articles. 


Agricultroral  implements  and  took 
Ale  and  porter 

Iron  piping 
Jute 

Belting 

Lead  and  lead  piping 

Chalk 

Machinery,  agricultural 

Cliemioals  and  chemical  producta 

n          industrial 

Coal  and  ooke 

„           mining 

Coffee — colonials  in  general 

Mathematical     and    surgical     instru- 

Colours 

ments 

Copper  ore 

Manure  (superphosphates) 

„     goods 

Paper,  photographic  materials 

Cork-wood 

Bed  lead 

Cotton  and  cotton  goods 

Besin  of  all  kinds 

Cutlery  and  tools 

Silk  and  silk  goods 

Drain  pipes 

Small  wares 

Drugs 

Soda 

Dyes,  dye-woods,  dye  extracts 

„     caustic 

Ihre-bricks  and  fire-clay 

Steel  and  steel  goods 

Fruits,  dried 

Sulphur 

Tin 

Haberdashery 

Wices,  spirits,  and  liqueurs 

Hardware 

Woollen  yams 

Indiarubber  and  guttapercha 

„       goods  (ladies'  and  gentlemen'* 

Indigo 

clothes) 

Iron  of  all  description 

Zinc 

Annex  A. — Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Eiga 
during  the  Years  1901-^1900. 


Articles. 


Chalk    •• 
Clay      .. 
Coal  and  coke 
Coffee    .. 
Copra    . . 
Cork- wood  I 
Cottcn  .. 
Dye-wood 
Herrings 
Hops     •• 
Iron,  pig 
„    cast 
Machinery 
Manure 
OU        .. 
Resin    •• 
Bice      .. 
Steel     .. 
Sulphate  of 
Sulphur 
Wine     .. 
Other  articles 


soda 


Total 


1901. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

65,912 

26,298 

878,200 

644 

2,403 

6,985 

8,090 

20,485 

9,957 

82 

4,684 

1,179 

15,205 

44,827 

877 

4,176 

1.717 

5,007 

777 

2,618 

650 


Value. 


£ 

26,500 
85,150 

588,000 
77,670 
40,200 

176,860 
66,100 

171,100 

160,150 

19,^80 

69,850 

8,700 

1,429,750 

106,550 
80,800 
41,920 
82,220 

191,800 

7,800 

15,160 

102,500 
1,971,258 


6,854,818 


1900. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

68,980 

81,205 

626,508 

620 

2.721 

4.687 

4,954 

19,860 

10,268 

56 

4,147 

2,988 

17,878 

82,000 

250 

4,170 

8,180 

5,590 

740 

2,958 

615 


Value. 


£ 

27,740 

87,646 

768,900 

68,870 

46,590 

188,637 

381,850 

166,400 

152,920 

11,840 

62,520 

21,660 

1,431,715 

79,867 

20,176 

42,595 

•  58,742 

218,600 

7,610 

17,646 

96,620 

2,391,892 


6,234,085 
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Annex  B. — ^Retubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Biga 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


1901. 

1900. 

Articles. 

Qimntity. 

Value.   . 

Quftntity. 

Value. 

Cewala— 

£ 

£ 

Bye 

Tons 

72,612 

806,680 

92,610 

465,620 

Barley    .. 

»»         •• 

16,967 

77,280 

18,200 

98,896 

Oato        .. 

M                 •• 

41,800 

181,160 

25,140 

116,260 

Wheat    •• 

•  • 

81,245 

169,110 

41,680 

250,600 

Total  .. 

162,014 

788,280 

177,480 

926,176 

Peae  and  beana     •• 

Tons 

1,830 

8,880 

826 

4,480 

Onuhing  liiueed  •• 

n            •  • 

6,620 

7,900 

84,000 

41,025 

Jtenp  seed .  •         •  • 

M             •• 

180 

1.480 

280 

2,540 

Sowing  linaeed      •. 

Bags       .. 

78,982 

92,840 

82,892 

97,180 

Slax 

Tons      .. 

49,458 

1,649,650 

47,690 

1,744,440 

Hemp         •  •        •  • 

>»         •• 

9,660 

247,600 

7,067 

184,416 

„     yam 

»    .      •• 

1,840 

81,860 

1,026 

26,790 

OUcake      .. 

»»         •  • 

44,705 

249,600 

29,236 

195,950 

Oleonaphtha 

n           •• 

4,378 

26,170 

5,480 

88,675 

Skina  and  hides     •• 

»»            •• 

4,728 

626,250 

8,680 

469,180 

Wool 

».           •• 

880 

19,270 

248 

17,060 

Hair 

»           •• 

780 

69,000 

722 

68,810 

Eggi                   ••• 

n            •• 

84,540 

1,008,800 

80,955 

954,880 

Batter 

i»            •  • 

12,050 

1,120,500 

1,800 

112,660 

vreeae          .«         •« 

Knmber.. 

9,000 

1,500 

. . 

. . 

HoTMa 

»      •  ♦ 

8,221 

60.000 

2,894 

88,200 

Wood  of  aU  kinds.. 

Cubic  feet 

89,850,000 

1,849,800 

46,560,000 

1,821,000 

Other  articles 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

779,555 

•  • 

1,025,460 

Grand  total   .. 

•• 

7370,225 

•• 

7,768,200 

Annex  C. — Ebtuen  of  aU  Foreign-going  Vessels  that  have 
Enteied  and  Cleco^  at  the  Fort  of  Biga  daring  the  Year 
1901. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

• 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    .. 

2 

801 

278 

249,942 

276 

260,248 

Buasian  ••         i. 

167 

40,100 

104 

115,960 

271 

156,060 

<]hnnan  .. 

21 

8,066 

401 

282,680 

422 

235,646 

Danish    .. 

86 

2,975 

206 

186,784 

248 

189,759 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegiAn.  • 
Dutch     . . 

61 

20,196 

212 

96,824 

268 

116,020 

7 

1,708 

9 

8,487 

16 

10,196 

<Hher  nationalities 

•  • 

. . 

15 

11,760 

15 

11,760' 

Total 

288 

68,846 

1,222 

901,837 

1,506 

969,688 

„     1900.. 

817 

79,236 

1,226 

878,280 

1,548 

952,516 
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Annex  D. — Return  of  all  Coasting  Vessels  tbat  have  Entered  and 
Cleared  at  the  Port  of  Biga  during  the  Year  1901. 

Steam. 


Nati<maUt7. 

Number  of 
YestelB. 

Total. 

Ruuian 

ff        JLVUv        •  •            ■  •           •  • 

806 
828 

110,410 
118,589 

LiBAU. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Hill  reports  as  follows  :t— 
It  is  regrettable  that  the  prospects  with  which  the  new  century 
opened,  as  shown  in  the  report  for  1900,  cannot  be  repeated,  as  a 
falling-ofif  all  round  has  to  be  reported.  The  trade  of  Libau  being 
dependent  on  the  grain  harvest,  suflfered  severely  from  the  fact 
that  the  harvest  of  1901  was  spoilt  by  the  drought,  which  extended 
almost  entirely  over  the  whole  of  Eussia  and  Siberia,  so  that  the 
crops  were  burnt  up  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  the  quantities 
of  grain  for  export  were  from  this  cause  considerably  reduced,  as 
will  be  seen  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

Shipping.  As  regards  shipping,  it  is  but  natural  that,  with  a  reduced 

export,  the  number  of  ships  visiting  this  port  was  likewise  consider- 
ably smaller  than  in  1900,  viz.,  2,124  as  against  2,279,  with  tonnage 
710,130  againet  820,499,  or  110,369  tons  register  less  in  1901. 
There  were  only  67  British  vessels,  as  compared  with  123  in  1900, 
a  decrease  of  nearly  one-half  the  number.  The  vessels  of  other 
nations  likewise  were  fewer,  but  the  difference  was  not  nearly  so 
marked.  The  only  increase  in  numbers  was  in  the  case  of 
Eussian  vessels,  viz.,  tvom  836  to  983,  the  large  number  of  coasting 
vessels  partially  accounting  for  this  increase.  Some  of.  our  Libau 
'  merchants  have  purchased  old  English  steamei-s,  which  now  sail 
under  the  Eussian  flag,  and  these  are  employed  in  preference  to 
chartering  foreign  ships. 

Freightt.  Freights  were  on  the  whole  lower  than  in  1900,  and  the  average 

rate  may  be  taken  at  9rf.  per  quarter  oats  (320  lbs.). 

XzehaDge.         *    The  rate  of  exchange  has  been  fairly  stationary  during  the  year, 
jand  does  not  now  fluctuate  as  in  former  times,  the  aver8ge  ex- 
change being  about  9  r.  45  c.  per  11. 

Exports.  The  total  value   of  exports  during  the  year  amounted    to 

5,779,600Z.,  as  against  6,284,600/.  in  1900,  or  a  decrease  of  505,000/. 

Qvain.  The  export  of  grain,  the  staple  of  our  trade,  shows  a  decided 

falling-ofif  (especially  in  oats)  from  1900. 

Cats.  Had  it  not  been  for  a  large  quantity  of  the  1900  crop  having 

been  left  over,  the  shipments  of  oats  would  have  been  smaller  than 

•  they  were,  as  the  1901  crop,  as  before  said,  was  small,  and  the 

ordinary  f.a.q.  (fair  average  quality),  was  very  much  mixed  with 

other  grains  and  seeds  not  usually  growing  with  oats,  which  led 
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to  sundry  unpleasantnesses  between  buyers  and  sellers.  The 
total  quantity  of  oats  exported  was  388,257  tons,  against  365,415 
tons  in  1900. 

The  prices  of  oats  ruled  very  high,  no  doubt  owing  to  the 
demand  for  shipment  to  South  Africa,  and  the  almost  complete 
cessation  of  American  shipments;  f.a.q.  5  per  cent,  which  opened  .; 
at  lfi«.  per  304  lbs.  advanced  to  ISs.  6d.,  a  record  price  of  late  years. 

Wheat  shows  likewise  a  small  increase  in  quantity  shipped,  Whint. . 
but  this  is  only  owing  to  the  fact  that  considerable  stocks  were 
leftover  from  1900,  and  shipments  were  effected  for  the  most  part 
in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  The  Siberian  crops,  1901, 
having  failed,  there  was  little  shipped  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year.  There  was  exported  45,510  tons  in  1901,  against  37,072 
tons  in  1900. 

Bye  shows  a  considerably  diminished  quantity,  owing  to  the  Bye. 
bad  crop,  and  only  80,763  tons  were  exported,  as  against  177,053 
tons  in  1900. 

The  export  of  linseed  has  fallen  off  very  considerably  during  oa  Boed». 
1901,  whether  owing  to  a  failure  of  the  crop  or  an  extended 
demand  for  home  consumption  by  local  crushers,  it  is  difficult  to 
say,  but  the  quantity  shipped  in  1901  was  only  7,700  tons,  against 
26,400  tons  in  1900.  Hemp^seed  was  shipped  only  to  the  extent 
of  691  tons,  as  compared  with  4,808  tons  in  1900.  Prices  of  lx>th 
linseed  and  hemp  seed  ruled  very  high. 

The  export  of  beans,  peas,  &c.,  likewise  shows  a  marked  P«l»«« 
decrease,  but  owing  to  the  high  prices  there  is  only  an  inappreci- 
able difference  in  the  values,  viz.,  115,800/.,  as  against  130,000/.  in 
1900. 

For  the  first  time  for  many  years  a  retrograde  movement  may  Oil  cake, 
be  noticed  in  the  quantity  of  the  export  of  oil  cake  to  the  extent 
of  about  5,000  tons.    This  may  be  attributable  to  the  open  weather 
of  last  autumn  and  winter. 

Owing  to   the  competition  during  the  winter  season  of  the  Flax  and 
newly-opened    port  of  Windau,  and  its  proximity  to   the   flax^^^P' 
growing  districts,  the  export  from  Libau  of  flax  and  hemp  has 
fallen  from  44,709  to  27,235  tons,  and  no  doubt  the  export  of 
these  fibres  will  gradually  fall  away  from  this  port. 

The  quantity  of  hides  and  skins  exported,  mostly  for  America,  Hides  and 
was  4,090  tons,  against  4,905  tons  in  1900.  *™*- 

The  export  of  petroleum  was  nearly  doubled  in  quantity.  Petroleum. 
11,323  tons,  as  compared  with  6,215  tons  in  1900. 

The  wood  trade  generally  shows  a  marked  falling-ofif,  the  chief  Wood  tnda. 
reason,  no  doubt,  being  the  low  prices  prevedent 

There  were  only  75,447,360  eggs  exported  in  1901,  as  against  Eggs. 
104,218,560  eggjA  in  1900,  a  decrease  of  more  than  25  per  cent 

The  export  of  butter  shows  a  decided  increase  in  quantity.  Butter. 
2,886  tons,  as  compared  with  780  tons  in  1900.  This  is  almost 
entirely  a  forwarding  trade,  and  no  libau  merchants  occupy  them- 
selves in  this  business  to  any  extent;  any  application  for 
information  as  to  shippers  and  dealers  should  therefore  be  made 
to  His  Majesty's  Consuls  in  Moscow  and  Biga. 

(186)  B 
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Fresh  and  salted  meat,  but  principally  bacon  and  ham,  were 
shipped  to  a  much  larger  extent,  viz.,  1,617  tons,  against  297  tons 
in  1900. 

Grame  and  poultry  remain  about  the  same. 
Notwithstanding  the  reports   that  the   British   Government 
were  buying  up  horses  in  Kussia,  there  were  fewer  exported  in 
1901  than  in  1900. 

The  value  of  goods  imported  into  libau  during  the  year  1901 
amounted  to  1,819,070/.,  or  683,774/.  less  than  in  the  previous 
year. 

Tlie  import  of  coal  and  coke  shows  a  decrease  of  50  per  cent, 
viz.,  150,648  tons,  compared  with  296,496  tons  in  1900.  It  is 
difficult  to  account  for  this  great  falling-off,  unless  it  be  attri- 
butablCj  as  it  very  probably  is,  to  the  excessive  import  of  1900 
and  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  industrial  enterprise,  both  here 
and  in  Bussia  generally.  Even  here  in  this  small  centre  there 
have  been  failures  of  two  fair  sized  works,  caused  by  overbuilding. 
A  small  concern,  so  long  as  it  is  in  private  handis,  goes  on  very 
well,  but  when  converted  into  a  company,  with  a  nominally  large 
capital,  the  works  are  enlarged  and  over-building  commences,  with 
the  result  that  sufficient  working  capital  is  not  left  to  carry  on 
the  business. 

The  iron  and  steel  import  continues  on  the  downward  grade, 
as  the  Imperial  Government  require  that  native  material  should 
be  used  in  executing  their  orders.  There  was  a  falling-off  of 
2,000  tons  as  compared  with  1900. 

The  total   import  of    Scotch   cured    herrings,    branded   and 
unbranded,  and  including  late  season's  shipments  from  Yarmouth 
and  Lowestoft,  was  139,368  barrels,  of  which  only  about  one-sixth 
were  branded  herrings,  11,026  barrels  Norwegian  and  25  barrels 
Swedish  herrings.     The  first  shipment  of  matties  and  mediums 
was  bought  at  IZ.  5s.  c.i.f. ;  prices  went  down  to  17s.  6d,  and  closed 
at   11.   Is.  c.i.f.     The  first  East  Coast  matties  were  bought  at 
16s.  9rf.  c.i.f.,  later  on  prices  were  firmer,  and  18s.  to  18s.  6d.  c.i.f. 
were  paid,  which  prices  were  maintained  to  the  end  of  the  fishings. 
Crown  branded  matfulls  set  in  with  11.  6s.  cLf.,  receded  to  11.  3s., 
and  closed  at  11.  7s.  6d.  to  11.  8s.     Crown  branded  matties  ruled 
between  19s.  6rf.  and  1/.  c.i.f.      Crown  branded  spents  set  in  with 
1 8s.  6d.,  sank  to  13s.,  and  closed  at  18s. ;  crawn  branded  fuUs  com- 
menced at  11.  8s.  cLf.,  went  down  to  11. 4s.  6d.,  and  closed  at  1/.  8s. 
Yarmouth  matties  and  mediums  were  dealt  in  at  the  beginning  of 
the  season  at  IZ.  Is.  6d.  cLf.,  later  at  1/.,  and  closed  at  11.  5s.  6^. 
The  smallest  portion  of  all  imported  herrings  were  branded  herrings, 
at  most  15,000  to  20,000  barrels ;  unbranded  herrings  of  all  kinds 
are  preferred  at  libau.     Trade-marks  were,  in   comparison  to 
1900,  cheaper,  but  there  was  always  a  fair  demand   for  them. 
Stocks  at  the  close  of  1901  of  all  kinds  of  Scotch  and  Yarmouth 
herrings  were  about  23,000  to  24,000  barrela    The  Norw^an 
herring  trade  last  year  was  almost  a  total  failure,  as  far  as  regards 
Libau,  prices  asked  being  too  high,  when  the  duty,  about  12s.  per 
barrel,  was  taken  into  consideration,  in  consequence  of  which  only 
small  parcels  were  imported. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LIBAC7.  19 

It  is  satisfactory  to  have  to  report  that  the  United  Kingdom  9*^^01 
still  remains  a  long  way  ahead  of  other  countries  whence  goods  ""P^"™* 
are  imported  to  libau.    The  next  to  us  is  Grermany,  whence  were 
imported  441,690t  worth  against  the  925,270t  from  the  United 
Sangdom. 

There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  of  industrial  enter-  Industrial 
prises  in  the  erection  flf  mills,  &a,  during  the  past  year.  enterpnies. 

The  Government  work  in  dredging  the  inner  harbour   and  Public  works, 
reconstructing  the  quay  on  the  north  side  of  the  harbour  is  pro- 
gressing slowly.    It  reduces  the  width  of  the  same,  which  is  a 
disadvantage,  but  makes  the  harbour  deeper. 

There  have  been  few  cases  of  cattle  disease  in  this  neigh-  CWtlepUgue. 
bourhood,  but  some  have  been  reported  to  this  Vice-Consulate 
as  having  occurred  in  the  town. 

The  public  health  has  been  good  during  the  year,  and   no  Public  health, 
epidemic  of  any  kind  has  been  prevalent. 
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21  LIBAU. 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  Libau  during  the 
Tear  1901 — continued. 

Arrivsd. 


Country. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Begister  Tons. 

With  Cargo. 

In  Ballitft. 

United  Kingdom      .. 

Bussia           

„      coasting 

Germany 

benmarl       

Sweden          

Korwaj         

Portugal        ••      ^   .. 
Australia       .. 

Holland         

Belgium        .• 

America        

France           

245 

595 

165 

146 

94 

65 

7 

7 

8 

5 

3 

3 

10 
98 

4 

aoi 

209 

145 

9 

•• 
2 
2 

"l 

141,658 

136,225 

10,363 

196,170 

148,855 

51,767 

5,780 

6,286 

5,664 

8,170 

3,076 

1,386 

890 

Total          

,.     1900 

1,848 
1,249 

781 
1,030 

710,130 
820,499 

+       94 

-     249 

-  110,369 

Sailed. 


Country. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Begister  Tom. 

With  Cargo. 

In  Ballast. 

United  Kingdom      •  • 

Bussia           

„      coasting 

Gennanj 

Holland        

France           

Sweden          

Korwaj         

Denmark       

Belgium        

474 
249 

13 
234 

82 

65 
142 

30 
163 

31 

8 

876 

180 

35 

1 

"u 

3 
3 
2 

274,088 
119,990 
10,171 
87,030 
69,779 
52,887 
33,976 
10,244 
27,768 
18,959 

Total         

„     1900 

1,488 
1,840 

621 
454 

704,882 
830,980 

Increase  or  decrease,  1901 

-     357 

+     167 

-  126,148 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  frpm  Libau 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

1901. 

! 

1900. 

1 

Quarters  ... 

Quantity.   , 

Value. 

Quantity.   . 

Value. 

Grain          

2,890,0A7 

£ 
2,66<>,147 

3,262,624  ' 

£ 
2,501,899 

PnlM          



i»        ••• 

83,825    1 

115,806 

105,890  ' 

180,009 

.,,       ,„ 

62,147    , 

106,224 

194,056, 

820,412 

Unseed  and  other  oil  cake       ... 

Tons 

46,599 

289,800 

51,539 

262,211 

Bje  and  wheat  bran 
Flax,  hemp,  7am,  tow 

•••       •.. 

••• 

22.983    , 

91,504 

42,772  1 

168,469 

...       .*. 

1           ••• 

27,235 

797,676 

44,709  ' 

1,055,592 

•••                      <M 

»           ••• 

11,328 

112,876 

6,215  1 

61,659 

Fresh  and  salt  meat 

•••                      ••> 

1,617 

59,226 

297  ; 

14,767 

Oame  and  poultry 

*••                       ••• 

3,072 

138,834 

8,100  ' 

134,148 

Baw  skins,  hides  ... 

1           ••• 

4,090 

876,446 

4,905  > 

442,852 

Wool 

..*                      ••. 

121 

7,519 

558  , 

84,602 

SleopeiB      ...       ... 



Pieces     ... 

162,448 

32,490 

198,017 

39,603 

Stares  and  spokes 



Tons 

1,841 

2,271 

880  1 

2,018 

Timber  and  other  wood 

...                       •.. 

Cub.  feet ... 

4,830,885 

136,916 

4,996.742  1 

140,631 

Flpo  stares... 

•M 

Millo 

5884 

94,120 

599^1 

96,920 

SS-    :::    ~ 

•••                    ..• 

Numbor  ... 

75,447,360 

157,182 

104,218,560  , 

173,698 

•M                    ••. 

ti        ••• 

18,180 

131,800 

14,502 

145,020 

Bhoep          



„        ... 

1,805 

913 

Tar  and  turpentine 

.M 

Tons 

6,642 

37,990 

7.026  i 

48,304 

Sundries     

901      ... 

... 

... 

478,776 

517,874 

Total    ... 

... 

6,779,600 

" 

6,284,601 

Decrease  in] 

... 

505,001 

Non.— 1  impel ial  quarter  of  gnln  =  11}  poods ;  1  imperial  quarter  of  pulse  s  520  lbs.  English  ; 
1  ton  =  62  poods ;  1  imperial  quarter  of  linseed  a  424  lbs.  English ;  IL  =  10  r. 


Annex  0. — Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Libau 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

Tons      .. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coal  and  ooke 

160,648 

£ 
157,571 

296,496 

£ 

357,983 

Iron  and  steel        •  • 

f»        •• 

6,216 

86,088 

8,245 

131.626 

Dye-woods  •• 

Maohmery.. 

M              •• 

667 

2,614 

8,804 

11,962 

t>              •• 

6^26 

282,184 

7,852 

417,176 

Chemical  manure  . . 

>f              •• 

13,810 

39,472 

16,115 

84,004 

Gotton 

»»              •• 

•  • 

.. 

8,641 

163,501 

Cement 

t»              •• 

600 

981 

886 

1,678 

Herrings,  Scotch  • . 

Barrels.. 

189,868 

237,145 

119,288 

200,068 

::  l^ssr 

11,026 
25 

14,599 
25 

14,523 

19,199 

mdes 

Tons      «• 

2,642 

49,695 

lV822 

87,878 

Cork- wood.. 

If        •• 

8,4i0 

89,126 

2,181 

28,414 

Tallow        ••         •• 

M              •• 

1,050 

16,492 

1,000 

17,854 

Copra 

W           •• 

11,753 

159,540 

8,369 

135,999 

Sundries     . . 

•  • 

•  • 

«  « 

•• 

788,688 

• . 

961,107 

Total   •• 

•  • 

•  • 

1,819,070 

•  • 

2,602,844 

Decrease,  1901 

688,774 
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Annex  D. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  libau  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Countxy. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1901.               1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

United  Kingdom 
Germany          •  • 

Holland 

Belgium 

Sweden 

Norway . .         •  •         . . 

France  ..         •• 

Denmark          •  •         •  • 

America           •  • 

AoBtralia 

Spain  and  Portugal    • . 

Other  countries 

£ 
2,461,810 
949,188 
688,755 
242,480 
170,914 
107,029 
661,865 
509,010 
29,978 

*'l76 

£ 

2,886,906 

1,196,573 

581,511 

449,065 

385,415 

102,915 

642,818 

587,159 

2,184 

'*115 

£ 

925,278 

441,690 

12,204 

70,945 

7,4i6 

15,782 

59,717 

121,658 

7,001 

96,985 

86,618 

24,761 

£ 

1,428,762 

675,265 

8,642 

188,722 

17,788 

16,871 

68,892 

168,649 

81.847 

62,000 

19,888 

598 

Total 

Decrease,  1901     .. 

5,779,600 
605,001 

6,284,601 

1,819,070 
688,774 

2,602,844 

•  • 

WiNDAU. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Ruffmann  reports  as  follows : — 
HavboQff  During  the  past  year   the    works   in    connection   with  the 

works.  improvement  of  the  harbour  of  Windau  have  proceeded   satis- 

factorily. 

The  south  mole  will  be  built  out  about  5,000  feet,  and  the 
Government  has  given  this  work,  together  with  that  of  the  new 
north  mole,  7,000  feet  long,  to  private  enterprise.  The  contract 
stipulates  a  term  of  four  years,  but  the  contractor  expects  to 
complete  the  moles  before  the  end  of  1903.  In  former  times  it 
often  happened  that  south-west  gales  silted  up  the  bar,  causing 
serious  detentions  to  ships,but  this  obstruction  is  now  quite  removed, 
and  during  the  past  two  years  there  has  not  been  a  single  case  of 
the  kind.  We  are  now  having  a  constant  depth  on  the  bar  of 
19  to  20  feet,  which  will  be  further  increased  in  the  course  pf  the 
coming  year,  and  when  the  moles  are  finlished,  ships  drawing 
24  to  25  feet  will  be  able  to  enter  the  port.  The  depth  of  water 
in  the  harbour  and  river  varies  between  22  and  45  feet 

The  new  quay  on  the  north  side  of  the  harbour  is  finished  and 

was  already  in  use  last  winter,  some  steamers  loading  from  it  the 

first  cargoes  of  flax  shipped  from  Windau  and  also  a  few  cargoes 

of  grain. 

Blerator,  The  new  elevator  for  grain  is  situated  on  this  quay ;  it  is 

custom  honse^  famished  with  all  modem  improvements  and  capable  of  loading 

^'  three  steamers  at  a  time.    It  has  a  capacity  of  25,000  tons  and 

has  370  compartments. 
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There  is  a  depth  of  25  feet  of  water  along  this  quay.  The  present 
bridge  is  about  to  be  removed  further  up  the  river  near  the  railway 
station,  and  the  new  custom-house  quay  and  warehouses  are  likely 
to  be  ready  by  the  end  of  next  year.  In  the  meantime  the  railway 
company  will  place  some  of  the  new  warehouses  near  the  elevator 
at  the  disposal  of  the  customs  for  the  import  trade  in  view  of  the 
of  the  fact  that  several  steamship  companies  are  concluding  con- 
tracts with  the  railway  for  a  regular  through  traffic  to  and  from 
the  interior  of  Bussia  vi&  Windau.  I  understand  that  lines  are 
to  be  started  from  London,  Hull,  Leith,  Copenhagen,  Hamburg  and 
Ldbeck. 

The  railway  between  Windau-Tuckum-Eiga  has  been  opened  Baflwty, 
to  traffic,  and  considerable  quantities  of  flax  and  grain  are  expected 
from  the  the  interior  during  the  coming  winter  months. 

The  railway  line  Tuckum-Kreutzburg  is  in  course  of  construc- 
tion and  will  probably  be  finished  in  about  two  years'  time. 

As  matters  are  now,  all  goods  to  and  from  Windau  have  to  pass 
Siga,  but  when  this  line  is  finished  the  railway  communication 
with  the  interior  will  be  direct  and  independent  of  Riga. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port  during  the  past  year  Shippbf. 
shows  an  increase  of  three  vessels  and  6,978  tons.    British  shipping 
shows  an  increase  of  one  vessel  and  322  tons. 

During  the  year  171  vessels  and  92,700  tons  entered  the  port, 
against  168  vessels  and  85,722  tons  the  year  before.  Of  British 
shipping  only  24  steamers  of  17,316  tons  were  returned,  all  others, 
viz.,  147  vessels  of  75,384  tons,  being  of  other  nationalities. 

The  export  of  timber  has  kept  a  leading  position,  as  in  the  Export  of 
year  before.    A  particular  increase  is  to  be  observed  in  the  export  timber, 
of  baulks  (so-called  Norwegian  cut  Kapp  baulks)  to  HoUiBind 
and  Belgium,  viz.,  178,605  pieces,  against  140,138  pieces  the  year 
before.    Sawn  goods  show  a  small  decrease,  viz.,  487,791  pieces — 
deals,  battens,  boards — against  538,009  pieces  in  1900. 

The  export  of  sleepers  is  about  the  same  as  in  1900,  viz.,  527,026 
pieces,  against  522,573  pieces.  The  same  can  be  said  of  other 
kinds  of  wood,  such  as  square  timber,  pulp-wood  and  pit-props. 

The  total  value  of  all  wood  goods  exported  amounted  to 
175,731Z.,  against  172,956Z.  the  year  before. 

The  export  of  grain  has  been  rather  limited,  but  now,  after  Gnia. 
the  completion  of  the  railwav,  considerable  quantities  are  expected 
to  come  forward.  The  railway  company  has  opened  a  special 
commercial  agency  for  the  purpose  of  exporting  grain.  The  chief 
department  of  this  agency  is  at  St.  Petersburg,  with  branches  at 
Biga,  Moscow  and  Windau,  and  it  has  bought  up  in  the  interior 
about  8,000  tons  of  oats  and  2,500  tons  of  rye.  The  oats  are 
likely  to  go  to  London  and  the  rye  to  German  or  Scandinavian 
ports. 

23,028  quarters  of  oats  were  exported  in  1901,  chiefly  to  the  0»u. 
United  Kingdom,  against  nil  the  year  before. 

1,756  quarters  of  barley  were  shipped  to  Holland,  against  nil  Buley* 
the  year  before. 

940  barrels  of  sowing  linseed  were  shipped  to  Liibeck,  against  ^^^ 
nil  the  year  before.  *^^^^ 
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Flax.  Flax  has  never  been  exported  before  from  this  place,  but  after 

the  opening  of  the  railway  a  forwarding  firm  made  the  first  attempt 
to  draw  this  export  vift  Windau.  The  first  two  cargoes  were 
shipped  in  the  month  of  March,  and  as  the  result  turned  out 
satisfactory,  considerable  quantities  came  forward  later.  Up  to 
December  31,  2,956  tons  liad  been  shipped,  and  it  is  said  that 
about  30,000  tons  followed  before  the  end  of  the  winter  season. 
I  understand  that  the  flax  is  chiefly  exported  to  Ghent  and 
Dunkirk  and  partly  to  Scotch  ports. 

Spirit!.  No  spirits  were  exported  in  1901. 

Total  TftliM  of       The  total  value  of  all  exports  from  Windau  in  1901  amounted 

exports.  to  282,867Z.,  or  109,911/.  more  than  in  1900. 

Total  Talae  of       The  returns  give  the  total  value  of  the  imports  in  1901  at 

importa.         6,231/.,  or  2,617/.  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

As  in  1900  the  principal  articles  of  import  were  steam  coals 
and  herrings. 

Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Windau 
during  the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Yessels. 

Vessels. 

British    .. 

•  • 

24 

17,316 

24 

17,816 

Bussian  .. 

17 

3,164 

9 

4.284 

26 

7,398 

Grerman  .  •         • « 

11 

4,210 

68 

86,496 

69 

40,706 

Swedish  .. 

7 

428 

2 

1,664 

9 

2,082 

Danish    . . 

9 

814 

18 

16,460 

27 

16,274 

Norwegian 

8 

242 

11 

7,590 

14 

7,832 

Dutch     . . 

•• 

•• 

2 

1,092 

2 

1,092 

Total.. 

47 

8,868 

124 

83,842 

171 

92,700 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationalitj. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

YesselB. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    .. 

24 

17,316 

24 

17,316 

BusE<im  .. 

17 

8,166 

11 

4,164 

28 

7,820 

Geri..an  .. 

11 

4,210 

64 

86,068 

65 

4()»268 

Swedish  .. 

7 

428 

2 

1,66  Jk 

9 

2.082 

Danish    . . 

9 

814 

18 

15,460 

27 

16,274 

Norwegian 

8 

242 

^11 

7,690 

14 

7,882 

Dutch     .. 

•' 

•• 

2 

1,092 

2 

1,092 

Total       .. 

47 

8,860 

122 

88,824 

169 

92,184 
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Annex  B. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Windau 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Artides. 

Tons      •• 

Barrels  .. 
Tons      .. 

•  • 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Salt  herrings          ^ 

Fire-bricks .  • 
Paying  stones 
Ironware    •  •         • . 
Other  arfcioies 

4,581 
212 

109 

110 

17 

£ 

4,872 
981 

149 
11 

192 
26 

5,162 

660 

}     611 

15 

£ 

7,767 

6li2 

219 

217 
13 

Total 

•• 

6,231 

•  • 

8,848 

Bbturn   of   Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Windau  daring 
the  Yeai«  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

■ 

1901. 

1900. 

•  • 
Quarters 

Barrels  .. 
Tons 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wood 

Oato 

Barley 

Sowing  linseed 
Flax 

28,028 

1,766 

940 

2,966 

£ 

176,731 

19,342 

1,723 

1,002 

85,069 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 
172,956 

Total 

•• 

282,867 

•  • 

172,956 

Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Windau  to  and  from  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Country. 

1901.       1        1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

£          1           £ 

£ 

£ 

United  Kingdom 

110,643      ;      100,843 

5,006 

7,9:sl 

Germany 

4,369               8,190 

198 

12 

Denmark 

2,819      .         1,720 

40 

166 

Holland 

47,124      1        51,252 

•  • 

•  • 

Belgium 

76,726 

10,101 

.. 

.. 

France 

41,686 

850 

•  • 

.  • 

Sweden  and  Norway  . . 

.  • 

.  • 

998 

749 

Total     •• 

282,867 

172,956 

6,231 

8,84R 
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PERNAU. 

Perxau. 


Shipping. 


Exports. 


FUz. 


Grain. 


CruBbing 
linseed. 


•    Mr.  Vice-Consul  Dicks  reports  as  foUov^s : — 

The  navigation  opened  on  April  25  and  closed  on  December  25. 
The  total  number  of  foreign-going  vessels  entered  was  93  with  a 
tonnage  of  51,645  net  register  tons,  as  compared  with  104  vessels 
and  58,096  net  register  tons  in  1900.  British  shipping,  which 
shows  an  increase,  viz.,  26  vessels  with  20,253  net  register  tons, 
against  21  vessels  with  16,940  tons  in  1900,  regained  its  old 
leading  position  here,  which  it  had  lost  to  Germany  in  the 
preceding  year. 

The  total  value  of  exports  in  1901  amounted  to  448,220/.,  of 
which  the  United  Kingdom  took  330,979/.  or  73*84  per  cent, 
against  472,588/.  and  275,796/.  or  58%S6  per  cent,  in  1900. 

The  11,429  tons  of  flax  and  codilla  shipped  in  1900  were  con- 
siderably below  the  average,  but  the  quantity  exported  during  the 
year  under  review,  although  greater  in.  value  by  12,000/.  owing  to 
the  high  prices  current,  was  still  smaller,  amounting  to  only 
9,290  tons,  which  was  by  far  the  smallest  quantity  shipped 
from  this  port  since  1869,  with  the  exception  of  1886.  This 
decrease  was  due  to  the  short  crop  of  1900  in  these  districts. 
The  price  of  Pernau  flax,  which  at  th^  end  of  1900  had  been 
forced  up  to  43/.  per  ton  for  Livonian  D,  was  maintained  at  that 
level  until  March,  when  a  re-action  took  place,  the  spinners  finding 
themselves  compelled  by  the  high  and  unremunerative  prices  of 
the  raw  material  to  curtail  their  production,  some  of  them  even 
going  so  far  as  to  shut  up  their  mills  altogether.  Adopting  a 
waiting  attitude,  they  suspended  buying  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  when  they  appeared  in  the  market  again,  values  had  weakened 
to  such  an  extent  that  they  were  able  to  cover  their  requirements 
at  38/.  per  ton,  or  even  less.  From  the  end  of  summer  until  late 
in  autumn  business  was  practically  at  a  standstill.  During  this 
period  prices  were  still  nominally  about  38/.,  but  when  the  new 
crop  began  to  come  forward  they  commenced  to  fall,  and  in  a 
short  time  entirely  collapsed.  Several  transactions  were  effected 
on  as  low  a  b«isis  as  28/.,  but,  later  on,  prices  rallied  somewhat, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  may  be  quoted  at  29/.  10s. 
to  30/. 

In  these  districts  the  crop  of  1901,  which  promised  well  at 
the  outset,  was  unfortunately  a  failure,  in  consequence  of 
protracted  drought  and  scarcity  of  water  for  retting  purposes. 
In  point  of  quantity  it  was  estimated  to  be  about  equal  to  the 
small  1900  crop,  but  the  flax  was  of  inferior  quality,  yielding  a 
large  proportion  of  low  marks  and  codilla. 

The  exports  of  barley,  which  amounted  to  39,734  quarters, 
shows  a  moderat.e  increase. 

The  quantity  of  rye  shipped  was  4,236  quarters,  against 
738  quarters  in  1900. 

Only  3,762  quarters  of  crushing  linseed  were  exported,  as 
compared  with  21,776  quarters  in  the  preceding  year.  This 
enormous  decline  is  due  partly  to  the  small  crop,  but  chiefly  to 
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the  fact  that  large  quantitieB  were  sold  and  shipped  to  the  Biga 
oil  mills,  which  paid  appreciably  better  prices  than  those  the 
exporters  were  able  to  obtain  abroad. 

Of  flax  seed,  16,460  barrels  (including  a  small  number  of  bags)  Flax  laed. 
were  shipped,  against  15,435  barrels   in    1900.     It  is  perhaps 
worthy  of  note  that  120  bags  and  50  barrels  went  to  Ireland. 

The  value  of  wood  exported  was  25,880i.,  as  compared  with  Wood. 
24,951/.  in  1900.  The  shipments  of  Norwegian  cut  baulks  and 
square  timber  were  larger,  while  those  of  sleepers,  and  particu- 
larly of  pit-props,  were  smaller  than  in  the  preceding  year. 
During  the  whole  of  the  year  the  wood  trade  was  in  a  most  un- 
satisfactory state,  and  must  have  been  anything  but  profitable  to 
the  shippers. 

The  total  value  of  imports  was  54,417/.,  of  which  the  United  Imports. 
Kingdom  contributed   48*46  per   cent,  and  Germany  5008  per 
cent.     The  figures  for  1900  were  84,188/.,  with  51*45  and  44*56 
per  cent,  respectively.     For  the  falling-off  of  close  upon  30,000/., 
machinery  alone  is  responsible  to  the  extent  of  20,000/. 

The  quantity  of  coals  imported  during  the  year  was  37,220  Coals, 
tons,  of  which  20,695  tous  were  British  and  16,525  tons  West- 
phalian.     In  1900  40,375  tons,  all  British,  were  imported. 

The  Westphalian  coals,  which  were  forwarded  by  rail  to  Westphalian 
Kotterdam,  and  shipped  at  that  port  by  steamers  to  Pernau,  «>*^« 
although  of  good  quality  and  high  calorific  power,  were  a  source 
of  grave  anxiety  and  endless  trouble  to  the  buyers  here  for 
a  period  extending  over  several  months.  It  was  understood 
by  the  buyers  that,  on  arrival  here,  at  least  60  per  cent,  of  the 
coals  would  consist  of  large  pieces,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact,  owing 
probably  to  the  coals  not  having  been  able  to  stand  the  transport 
on  account  of  their  softness,  the  great  bulk  arrived  in  the  condi- 
tion of  small  coal,  causing  great  disappointment.  To  make  matters 
worse,  spontaneous  combustion  took  place,  which,  commencing  in 
August,  gradually  developed  throughout  the  entire  stock,  and  ia 
spite  of  the  very  prompt  and  comprehensive  measures  taken,  was 
not  finally  got  under  until  late  in  November.  The  loss  was  of 
course  very  considerable.  After  this  unpleasant  experience  it 
does  not  seem  likely  that  Westphalian  coals  will  be  imported 
here  again. 

The  quantity  of  herrings  imported  was  1,050  barrels,  all  Scotch,  Hemngi. 
against  1,298  barrels,  all    Norwegian,  in   1900.    The  import  of 
herrings,  which  only  a  comparatively  short  time  ago  was  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  trade  of  this  port,  has  gradually  dvrindled 
away  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  hardly  worthy  of  mention. 

The  public  health  was  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  Public  healtli. 
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PERNAU. 

-Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Pernau  during 
the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

14  umber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British    .. 
Bussian  .. 
German  ••         •• 
Dutch     .. 
Swedish  and  Nor- 

wepan,  • 
Spamsh  .. 

1 

10 

8 

1 

1 

93 

2,566 

2,830 

156 

46 

25 

1 

81 

7 

7 

1 

20,160 

464 

14,466 

5,684 

4,590 
700 

26 
11 
39 

8 

8 

1 

20,253 
3,020 

17,296 
6,740 

4,636 
700 

Total 
„    1900.. 

21 
21 

5,691 
8,844 

72 
83 

45,954 
54,252 

93 
104 

51,645 
58,006 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    .. 

1 

93 

25 

20,160 

» 

20,263 

Bussian  .. 

18 

2,600 

1 

464 

14 

3»064 

German  ..         •• 

8 

2,830 

31 

14,466 

39 

17,296 

Dutch      .. 

1 

156 

7 

5,684 

8 

6,740 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian.. 

1 

46 

7 

4,690 

8 

4,636 

Spanish  •• 

•• 

•• 

1 

700 

1 

700 

Total 

24 

6,725 

72 

46,954 

96     • 

51,679 

„    1900.. 

28 

6,526 

83 

64,268 

111 

69,778 
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Annex  B. — Eeturn  of  Piincipal  Articles  of  Export  from  Pemau 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


1901. 

1900. 

Artidei. 

Qoantitj. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Flax  and  oodilla    •• 

Tons 

9,290 

861,205 

11,429 

389,224 

Barley 

Quarfcers 

89,704 

86,422 

84,412     ;      84,202 

Rje 

II      •• 

4,286 

5,142 

788 

1,024 

Crashing  linseed   •• 
Flaxseed    .. 

11      •• 

8,762 

7,208 

21,776 

51,220 

Barrels  .. 

16,460 

21,758 

15,485 

21,846 

Wood 

Pieces    .. 

648,867 

25,880 

677,766 

24,951 

Otiher  artieles 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

610 

•• 

621 

Total 

•  • 

448,220 

•  • 

472,588 

Annex  C. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Pemau 
during  the  Years  1901-1900, 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

BarrelB  .. 

Tons      .. 
II 

II        •• 
II        •• 
•1        •• 
II        •• 
II        •• 

II        •• 
II        •• 

•  • 

•  • 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Herrings     ..         •• 

Coal 

Chemical  manure  •• 
Ghindstone . . 
Pyrites  of  iron 
Cork-wood.. 
Lead  and  pewter  . . 
Cement 

Fire-bricks  and  other 
stone  material   .. 
Machinery  . . 
Sundries     .  • 

1,050 

87,220 

2,176 

122 

6,188 

"40 

30 
162 

•• 

1,117 

86,826 

4,707 

287 

8,096 

'606 

86 
6,686 
1,067 

1,298 

40,876 

1,711 

7,428 

72 

187 

671 

714 
608 

£ 

957 

89,942 

4,289 

8,264 
2,077 
2,663 
1,697 

2,053 

26,589 

717 

Total 

64,417 

•• 

84,188 
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Annex  D, — ^Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Aiticles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Pemau  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


• 

Bxporti. 

Imports. 

Ooontry. 

1001. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

United  Eingdom        •• 

880,979 

276,796 

26,870 

48,812 

Gennanj 

28,662 

26,686 

27,250 

87,617 

France  •.         • 

24,658 

67,604 

a  • 

,. 

Holland 

68,826 

64,476 

156 

Belgium           • 

11,287 

81,478 

•  • 

Portugal           • 

2,99d 

6,496 

2,079 

Denmark 

912 

1.064 

•  • 

ISorwaj,  •         , 

, , 

•  • 

957 

Sweden.. 

•  • 

,, 

127 

168 

Spain     .. 

•  • 

•• 

670 

•• 

Total     . 

•         •  I 

448,220 

472,688 

54,417 

84,188 
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Report  on  Agriculture  in  the  Trans-Caucasus  for  the  Tear  1902 
By  Mr.  Consul  Stevbns. 

(lUceiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  November  10, 1002.) 

The  harvest  in   the  governments  and   the    provinces  of   the  Agriooltuna 
TransrCaucasns  during  the  present  year  has  been  exceptionally  "too*?**- 
good,  and  the  cereal  crops  have  in  most  cases  jrielded  an  abundant 
quantity  of  good    grain.     This,  of   course,  can  be  said   only  in 
regard  to  those  districts    which  were   not   visited  by  torrential 
rains,   hail  storms   and   floods,  and   other  calamities,   which,  in 
the  Caucasus  generally,  and  more  particularly  in  the  mountain 
districts,  are  of  such  frequent  occurrence.     In  some  places  every- 
thing in  the  shape  of  cereals,  above  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
was   either  beaten  down   by  excessively  high  winds  or   washed 
away  by  torrential  rains.    In  other  localities  continued  drought      • 
had   an    injurious    effect  on    the    cereal    crops,   but    generally 
speaking  the  farmers  are  well  satisfied  with  the  results  obtained. 
The  hay  crop  has  also  been  good  throughout  the  country,  and 
was  in  most  instances  got  in  under  favourable  circumstances. 

The  maize  crop,  with  but  a  few  exceptions,  is  of  good  quality  Maize, 
and  average  quantity. 

The  district  of  Kars,  in  view  of  untimely  rains  and  subsequent  Oropa  in  tJie 
drought  and  hail  storms,  has  yielded  a  crop  below  the  average,  and  ^^^  ^^ 
hay  is  also  unsatisfactory,  the  quantity  of  hay  harvested  being    *"* 
considerably  less  than  it  wsis  last  year.     The  damages  occasioned 
to  farmers  by  the  frosts  and  hail   storms  amounted   to   nearly 
5,000/.    The  district  of  Ardahan  has  fared  slightly  better  than  the 
neighbouring  district,  where  cereals  have  returned  a  crop  above 
the  avei-age,  except  in  the  villages  of  Digur  and  Djadjur,  where 
it  has  completely  failed.     The  crops  in  the  district  of  Olti  have 
been  very  good. 

Although  such  good  residts  have  to  be  reported  in  regard  to  Condition  of 
the  crops  of  the  year  1902,  yet  the  good  harvest  is  not  likely  to  ^*™«»' 
improve  materially  the  condition  of  the  peasantry  and  farming 
classes  of  the  country,  in  view  of  the  economic  condition  into 
which  they  have  drifted. 

Primary  educational  classes,  agricultural  schools,  and  in  some  Agrionltiml 
places,  model  farms,  have  been  established  either  by  the  Govern-  ©duoation. 

(193;  A  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


deyelopmlBiii. 


4  TRANS-CAUCASUS. 

iiient,  by  the  local  authorities,  or  by  individual  persons  who  have 
the  welfare  of  the  country  in  general,  and  of  the  peasant  and 
fanner  in  particular,  at  heart.  Such  instances  are,  however,  few 
as  compared  with  the  great  mass  of  the  rural  population  that 
needs  instruction,  and  more  money  than  has  been  assigned  for 
purposes  of  this  kind  is  required  before  any  real  progress  can  be 
attained. 
ObrtaolMto  Another  serious   obstacle  to  the  progressive  agricultural  de- 

^ri!^!^!!!ft  velopment  of  the  country,  and,  therefore,  the  prosperity  of  its  rural 
population,  is  to  be  found  in  the  absence  of  properly  made  roads 
for  wheeled  traflfic.  '  When  a  deviation  is  made  from  a  trunk  rail- 
way, or  any  of  its  branch  lines,  locomotion  becomes  almost  im- 
possible, seeing  that  with  but  a  few  exceptions  the  traveller  has  to 
proceed  over  mere  rough  cattle  tracks  ascending  and  descending 
very  steep  slopes,  fording,  at  frequent  intervals,  shallow  or  deep 
mountain  rivers  and  streams  studded  with  huge  boulders  and 
other  obstacles.  Wooden  bridges  are  to  be  occasionally  met  with, 
but  are  often  broken  down  or  in  such  disrepair  that  one  risks 
less  in  fording  the  river  than  crossing  the  bridge. 

This  condition  of  things  does  not  only  exist  in  the  country 
at  considerable  distances  from  thickly  inhabited  centres,  but  also 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  towns. 
<Mine.  Crime  of  every  description,  principally  due  to  vengeance  or 

cattle  stealing,  is  also  rife  throughout  the  Caucasus,  and  greatly 
hampers   both   fanners    and    peasants    in   their    daily    peaceful 
pursuits. 
Tea.  The    cultivation  of  the  tea    plant  in   the  southern  Trans- 

Caucasus,  and  principally  in  the  vicinity  of  Batoum,  is  making 
great  strides.  It  is  only  some  nine  years  since  the  first  attempts 
in  the  culture  of  tea  were  made  on  the  coast  of  the  Black 
Sea  by  a  Russian  gentleman,  and  his  undertaking  was  then 
looked  upon  most  sceptically  by  the  majority  of  the  agricul- 
tural people  in  the  district.  Since  then  it  has,  however,  become 
evident  that  tea  can  be  cultivated  to  advantage,  and  several 
other  persons  in  the  district  also  began  to  grow  tea  on  their 
estates,  among  them  the  managers  of  the  Imperial  Domains,  who 
now  have  500  to  600  acres  under  tea 
Tee  faotories.  There  are  two  tea  factories  m  the  district.  One  of  them  is 
owned  by  Messrs.  Popoiff,  who  manipulate  exclusively  tea  grown 
on  their  estates.  The  factory  belonging  to  the  Imperial  Domains, 
besides  drying  and  preparing  its  own  tea,  also  takes  over, 
at  a  small  cost  for  the  same  purpose,  the  tea  grown  by  most  of 
the  owners  of  the  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  its  estates,  and 
returns  them  the  tea  after  it  has  been  prepared  for  use. 
T«a  crop.  During  the  present  year  the  tea  crop  surpassed  all  expectations, 

1  dessiatine  (2*7  acres)  having,  on  an  average,  yielded  20  poods> 
ui  800  Russian  lbs.  (720  lbs.  avoir,  weight),  which  at  the  rate 
of  1  r.  per  pood,  the  all-round  wholesale  price  at  which  it  has  been 
sold,  has  brought  in  800  r.  per  dessiatine ;  or,  as  near  as  possible, 
301.  per  acre. 
Teaharrest  Owing  to  the  satisfactory  results  obtained  during  the  period 
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under  review,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  I  understand,  is  about  to 
adopt  a  series  of  measures  in  order  to  encourage  and  foster  the 
cultivation  of  tea  by  the  small  peasant  classes,  and  books  containing 
instructions  and  explanations  with  regard  to  the  industry,  are 
being  widely  circulated  among  the  farmers  of  the  locality  in 
which  the  tea  is  grown. 

Under  the  conditions  set  forth  above,  the  theory  that  tea 
growing  in  this  country  would  not  be  generally  adopted  on  account 
of  the  unfavourable  climatic  conditions  and  other  difficulties  which 
have  to  be  encountered,  including  the  high  rate  of  wage  paid  for 
labour,  or  that  the  tea  industry  and  trade  of  the  Caucasus  could 
not  possibly  expand  to  a  stage  which  would  render  it,  even  at  a 
remote  date,  of  commercial  importance,  is  apparently  an  exploded 
idea.  The  results  obtained  during  this,  season  show  that  quite 
the  contrary  is  likely  to  be  the  case,  and  that  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  cultivation  and  manufacture  of  tea  promises  to 
be  one  of  the  most  jjrosperous  and  profitable  agricultural  pursuits 
in  the  Trans-Caucasus. 

The  quantity  of  liquorice  root  collected  in  the  spring  of  the  Liquorice 
present  year  was  about  20,000  tons.  Half  of  this  quantity  will  "^*^* 
in  all  probability  be  exported  to  America  towards  the  end  of 
this  year,  and  the  other  half,  which  under  ordinary  circumstances 
would  be  sent  forward  in  the  spring  of  1903,  is  more  likely  than 
not,  to  lie  in  the  Caucasus  until  the  end  of  next  year  in  con- 
sequence of  over-production  and  the  large  stocks  of  root  held  in 
the  United  States  of  America. 

It  is  predicted  theCt  a  decided  fall  in  the  forward  prices  of 
liquorice  root  is  likely  to  take  place  before  very  long,  seeing 
that  root,  for  which  there  is  no  sale,  is  being  offered  in  the 
United  States,  whilst  practically  the  crops  of  two  years  have  been 
sold  and  handed  over  to  the  new  combine,  and  one  year's  crop 
is  still  lying  in  the  Caucasus,  thus  forming  a  burden  on  the  root 
market. 

I  should  think,  though,  that  the  body  of  men  composed  of 
dealers  in  tobacco  and  liquorice  root,  who  have  within  very  recent 
date  amalgamated  in  America,  will  be  prepared  to  hold  back  the 
sales  of  liquorice,  and  thus  regulate  to  a  certain  extent,  the  prices 
of  root  BO  as  not  to  sustain  very  heavy  losses. 

Under  the  head  of  cottage  industries  there  is  a  large  assort-  Cottage 
ment  of  hand-made  goods  in  the  shape  of  woollen  and  silk  stuffs,  industrie*. 
boots,  shoes,  rough  carpenter's  work,  and  a  variety  of  wearing  and 
other  apparel  for  the  use  of  the  peasants.  The  manufacture 
of  these  articles  keeps  the  female  portion  of  the  family 
of  a  peasant  employed,  and  although  not  by  much,  assists  in 
enhancing  the  earnings  of  the  peasant,  which  under  ordinary 
circumstances  are  but  small.  In  this  way  his  income  is  somp- 
times  increased  by  5  to  10  per  cent.  In  some  parts  of  the 
country,  as  for  instance  at  villages  situated  in  elevated  altitudes, 
where  very  often  the  cereal  crop  suffers  much  and  at  times  is 
ruined  by  early  frosts  when  still  in  the  ground,  or  in  districts  where 
the  farmer  cannot  engage  in  agricultuiul  pursuits  for  six  to  seven 
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months  in  the  year  in  consequence  of  the  severity  of  the  weather 
cottage  industries  are  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  maintenance 
of  himself  and  family.  Besides  materially  improving  the  con- 
dition of  the  peasant  classes,  the  cottage  industry,  in  certain 
of  its  branches,  puts  fresh  life  into  the  inventive  powers  of  the 
people,  which  sometimes  attain  considerable  artistic  qualities. 

The  authorities  are  perfectly  alive  to  the  importance  that 
should  be  attached  to  this  industry,  and  are  devising  all  manner 
of  means  for  encour£iging  the  manufacture  of  such  goods  among 
the  rural  population  of  the  country,  although  the  things  they 
make  cannot  be  sold  at  such  remunerative  prices  as  they  used  to 
fetch  in  former  days,  and  are  not  able  to  compete  with  the 
machine-made  articles  of  the  same  kind.  I  understand  that 
several  meetings  of  persons  who  have  a  close  knowledge  of  these 
industries  have  recently  taken  place  at  Tiflis  with  a  view  to  intro- 
duce measures  for  teaching  the  peasants  the  cheapest  and  most 
rapid  way  of  working.  I  believe  it  is  also  proposed  to  establish 
exhibitions  of  cottage-made  goods  in  several  towns  of  Eussia 
proper  and  the  Caucasus. 
SilkwonDf.  The  establishment  of  schools  in  some  towns   of   the   Trans- 

Caucasus  a  few  years  ago,  at  which  natives  are  being  taught  the 
best  methods  under  which  the  silkworm  can  be  bred  and  reared, 
has  had  its  beneficial  results  throughout  the  country,  and  the 
culture  of  the  silkworm  on  principles  prescribed  by  science  is  to 
be  met  with  in  any  many  localities.  The  mulberry  leaf  this  year 
was  plentiful  in  most  of  the  districts  where  the  silkworm 
industry  has  assumed  large  proportions,  and  a  great  quantity 
of  cocoons  containing  a  good  quality  of  silk  has  been  obtained, 
and  are  being  exported  to  silk  manufacturing  districts  in  the  South 
of  France.  The  improved  state  of  affairs  has  also,  in  a  great 
measure,  been  brought  about  through  the  distribution  by  the 
central  silkworm  establishment  at  Titiis  of  silkworm  eggs  which 
are  not  diseased. 

In  the  government  of  Kutais,  as  well  as  in  one  or  two  other 
provinces  of  the  Trans-Caucasus,  the  rearing  of  silkworms  takes 
precedence  over  all  other  agricultural  industries.  - 

The  sale  of  cocoons  takes  place  in  the  late  spring  and  the  early 
part  of  the  summer,  and  this  epoch  is  commonly  known  among  the 
agriculturalists  as  the  "cocoon  season."  The  results  obtained 
during  the  cocoon  season  of  1902  have  been  very  successfuL  The 
price  of  cocoons  was  higher  during  the  present  year  than  in 
1901.  This  was  principally  brought  about  by  the  Local  Agri- 
cultural  Societies  which  purchased  the  cocoons  from  the  peasantry 
at  normal  rates  and  thus  prevented  middlemen  from  stepping  in 
and  nmning  down  the  price  of  cocoons,  as  was  the  invariable 
practice  in  former  years.  These  societies,  generally  speaking, 
■  have  done  much  to  maintain  the  price  of  cocoons,  and  until  their 
establishment  the  middlemen  were  in  the  habit  of  swindling 
peasants  when  weighing  the  cocoons,  and  quoting  prices  to  them 
much  below  the  ruling  market  rates.  To  a  great  extent  these 
abuses  have  now  been  stopped  by  the  Societies,  and  the*  trade  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAKS-GAUCABUa  7 

cocoons  is,  I  understand,  carried  on  directly  under  their  super- 
vision. 

The  area  of  land  in  the  Caucasus  under  the  cultivation  of  ^'<***o»- 
■cotton  was  somewhat  less  than  in  the  year  preceding,  but  the  crop 
has  been  fairly  abundant. 

The  Central  Asian  crop  is  also  good.  The  area  under  cultiva-  Oentnl 
tion  was  about  25  per  cent,  less  than  in  1901,  and  cotton  growers,  ^^^^ 
therefore,  had  less  difficulty  in  watering  and  irrigating  their 
plantations  at  the  proper  time.  In  the  Trans-Caspian  district  the 
cotton  crop  was  not  as  good  as  in  Central  Asia  in  consequence 
of  continued  drought,  the  rivers  Mourgab  and  Hari-Bud  having 
almost  dried  up. 

The  tobacco  crop  of  1902, 1  am  inforjned,  has  been  exceedingly  Tobacco, 
good,  and  large  quantities  of  tobacco  are  being  brought  to 
Novorossisk  and  Soukhoura  from  the  province  of  Tchemomoria, 
And  to  Batoum  from  the  Mourgoul  Valley  and  other  portions  of 
the  district  of  Artvin.  The  tobacco  industry  being  remunerative, 
plantations  are  being  largely  extended  in  those  parts  of  the 
Caucasus  where  the  conditions  of  climate  and  soil  are  suited  to 
cultivation. 

Eice,  although  grown  extensively  in  this  region,  is  not  produced  ^^»oe- 
in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet  the  requirements  Of  the  population, 
and  this  article  is,  therefore,  largely  imported  from  Persia  for 
the  Caucasian  markets,  paying  only  an  ad  vaioreni  duty  of  5  per 
cent  on  crossing  the  frontier.  No  other  foreign-grown  rice  is 
procurable  in  this  country,  seeing  that  it  is  subject  to  a  very  high 
import  duty. 

The  grape,  as  reported  on  former  occasions,  is  cultivated  all  Chrape. 
over  the  Caucasus,  and  more  especially  in  the  governments  of 
Elisabetpol,  Erivan  and  Kutais.  The  crop  this  year  is  varied, 
"but  on  the  whole  much  below  the  average.  Caterpillars,  rot, 
mildew,  oidium  and  other  pests  and  diseases  of  the  vine  con- 
tinue to  be  prevalent,  although  to  a  lesser  d^ree  than  in  previous 
years. 

The    phylloxera    committees    have    been     busily    employed  PhjUoxera 
•throughout  the  year,  and  large  quantities  of  sulphate  of  copper  «>™"iitteei. 
have  been  used  for  treating  the  vines.     I  may  here  mention  that 
•on  the  production  of  certificates  from  the  rural  authorities  to  the 
effect  that  the  sulphate  of  copper  is  required  for  use  on  grape 
plants,  it  is  allowed  to  enter  the  country  duty  free. 

From  an  official  report  drawn  up  by  the  Imperial  Agricultural  Ghape  crop  of 
Society  of  the  Caucasus,  I  gather  the  following  information  in  i^" 
regard  to  the  grape  crop  of  1902 : — 

In  consequence  of  the  cold  weather  about  the  middle  of 
April  last,  and  more  especially  the  fall  of  snow  followed  by 
alight  frosts  which  occun*ed  about  that  time,  the  vineyards  and 
orchards  in  the  Caucasus  suffered  much  damage.  Owing  to  the 
lack  of  statistical  information,  it  is  impossible  to  give  any  correct 
-estimate  as  to  the  extent  of  the  damage  sustained ;  nevertheless  it 
has  been  established  beyond  doubt,  that,  at  any  rate  in  certain 
<ii8tricts,  the  damage  is  heavy.    In  the  Northern  Caucasus,  and 
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especially  those  districts  in  which  viticulture  forms  the  principal 
occupation  of  the  farmers,  the  losses  have  been  great. 

As  far  as  concerns  the  Trans-Caucasus,  the  vineyards  and 
orchards  of  Erivan,  Kars,  Grori  and  Tiflis  have  sufifered  most 
through  the  cold  weather  that  prevailed  in  the  spring,  and  to  a 
lesser  degree  those  of  Kahetia,  and  the  provinces  of  Elisabetpol 
and  Kutais.  In  fcwt  the  damage  was  so  great  that  many  vine 
growers  requested  the  Agricultural  Society,  in  view  of  the  f^om- 
plete  loss  of  their  vines,  not  to  furnish  them  with  any  of  the 
preparations  generally  used  in  this  country  for  the  treatment  of 
vines. 

The  periodical  destruction  of  vineyards  by  rain  and  hail  storms,, 
snow  and  frosts  in  the  spring,  and  inundations  at  all  periods  of  the 
year,  have  moved  the  vine  growers  of  the  country  to  devise 
measures  whereby  their  vines  and  orchards  might  be  protected 
against  the  destructive  powers  of  such  calamities,  and  they 
entertain  great  hopes  of  succeeding  in  combating,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  disastrous  effects  brought  about  by  climatic  dis- 
turbances, by  means  of  the  establishment  of  so-called  "mortar 
stations."  Several  of  these  have'  been  established  in  Kahetia, 
and  it  would  appear  that  they  perform  their  functions  with 
jrreat  success.  They  consist  of  a  contrivance  similar  to  a  mortar, 
ihe  contents  of  which  (gunpowder)  are  discharged  at  the  collecting 
clouds  and  dissipate  them.  A  movement  is  also  on  foot  amongst 
vine  growers  for  the  establishment  of  a  mutual  insurance  society 
which  would  undertake  to  insure  vineyards  against  ravages  by 
phylloxera,  oidium,  and  other  diseases  of  the  vine. 

OrangM.  Orange  and  tangerine  trees  are    now  being  grown  in   the 

immediate  neighbourhood  of  Batoum  and  appear  to  thrive  fairly 
well,  especially  those  trees  that  are  grown  on  the  southern  or  more 
protected  slopes  of  the  hills,  which  bear  good  fruit. 

Agricultm-al  I  regret  to  say  that  very  little  progress  is  being  made  in  the 

implements.  Trans- Caucasus  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  impoverishment  and  the  primitive  methods  of  the 
peasants,  no  attempts  have  been  made  by  them  to  introduce 
modem  machinery. 

It  would  prove  of  great  benefit  to  the  farmers  of  the  Trans- 
Caucasus  if  the  Agricultural  Society  at  Tiflis  were  to  acquire 
a  certain  number  of  binders,  reapera,  winnowing  machines,  ploughs 
and  threshing  machines,  and  let  them  out  at  moderate  rates.  I 
believe  that  this  has  been  done  in  the  Kuban  and  Ter  districts, 
and  the  scheme  appears  to  be  working  to  the  advantage  of  the 
peasants  as  well  as  of  the  societies. 

Forestxy.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Trans-Caucasus  abounds  in  very 

extensive  forests  containing  almost  everj  variety  of  timber.  Most 
of  these  forests  are,  however,  inaccessible,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
exploited  owing  to  the  absence  of  means  of  communication  and 
transport.  The  forests  near  the  coast  were,  in  a  great  many 
instances,  almost  cut  down  years  ago,  and  no  timber  of  any  con- 
sequence can  be  procured  within  easy  reach  of  the  sea.  In 
some  districts,  nearer  the  coast,  trees  have   been  felled   indis- 
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criminately  year  after  year  over  an  extensive  area,  and  the 
forests  have  consequently  been  completely  annihilated  without 
the  least  hope  of  their  revival.  On  the  other  hand  the  wholesale 
destruction  of  forests  has  completely  changed  the  climate  of 
certain  districts, ''having  converted  them  into  arid  zones  owing 
to  the  drying  up  of  rivers  and  streams.  In  some  localities  where 
the  annual  rainfall  used  to  be  excessive,  it  now  seldom  rains, 
and  landslips  are  of  frequent  occurrence  on  hilly  slopes  that  have 
been  stripped  of  their  trees. 

The  governments  of  Elisabetpol  and  Baku,  and  the  district  of  Looiuti. 
Daghestan,  are  overrun  every  year  by  locusts.  I  am  told  that, 
on  an  average,  one-third  of  the  population  of  these  districts 
is  employed  and  several  millions  of  roubles  are  annually  {issigned 
and  spent  in  the  destruction  of  the  eggs  of  locusts,  and  yet  little 
progress  is  made  in  exterminating  them,  or  even  diminishing  their 
numbers. 

During  the  present  year  experiments  were  made  in  the  district  Bxperimentt 
of  Daghestan,  on  plots  of  land  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  J"  aesteoying 
of  Temir-Han-Shura,  in  destroying  locusts  by  a  newly-introduced  ^ 
method  of  sprinkling  the  fields  with  protoxide  of  copper.     The 
locusts'  eggs  began    to    hatch   about  the   middle  of  May,  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  month,  when  there  was  no  longer  any 
doubt  as  to  the  larva  being  out,  seeing  that  they  were  already 
10  days'  old,  the  experimental  plot,  covering  an  area  of  about 
54  acres,  was  divided  into  16  sections.     One  of  these  plots  was 
specially  set  aside  for  instructional  and  demonstrative  purposes* 
and    all     the    necessary    manipulations    and    the    process    of 
systematically  treating  the  vegetation  with  protoxide  of  copper 
by  means  of  sprinklers  were  shown  to  the  persons  who  had  been 
deputed  to   take  part  in   the  experiments,  and    the'  remaining 
15  plots  were  distributed  among  those  persons  in  order  to  enable 
them  individually  to  sprinkle  their  respective  sections,  and  to 
watch  subsequently  the  results  obtained  from  their  work.     The 
plots  were  sprinkled  on  two  days  running,  viz..  May  15  and  16. 
From   May  17  to  20  the  land  covered   with  reeds,  which  had 
been  divided  up  into  sections,  was  sprinkled  under   the   direct 
supervision  of  tbe  individuals  who  had  been  placed  in  charge  of 
each    section.      At   the    expiration    of    three    days,    the    plots 
were  inspected,  viz.,  between  May  18  and  21.     The  first  inspection 
showed  a  mortality  of  17  per  cent,  among  the  larva.     The  larva 
that  perished  were  exclusively  in  their  first  stage.     The  second 
day's  inspection  showed  a  mortality  of  57  per  cent.,  out  of  which 
10  per  cent  were  larva  in  their  second  stage.     The  third  day's 
inspection  showed  a  mortality  of  62  per  cent,  with  a  greater 
mortality  of  larva  in  the  second  stage   than  in  the  first.     On 
May  21  the  marshy  land  covered  with  reeds  was  inspected,  and  it 
was  found  that  the  mortality  of  larva  here  had  been  61  per  cent. 

In  view  of  the  excellent  results  obtained,  it  was  decided  not 
to  carry  out  any  further  experiments,  and  to  recommend  widely 
this  method  of  destroying  locusts  as  the  cheapest,  quickest  and 
most  effective  means  of  exterminating  their  larva. 
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Ci^le.  Cattle -rearing  in  the  Trans-Caucasus  is  at  a  very  low  stage  of 

development,  cattle  being  bred  by  the  peasants  for  their  own 
agricultural  requirements,  and  not  as  an  industry  for  the  purposes 
of  trade.  The  horned  cattle,  such  as  oxen  and  cows,  ai-e  not  full 
grown,  and  are  valueless  for  slaughter,  except,  of  course,  for  the 
the  needs  of  the  peasants,  who,  however,  seldom  eat  meat.  Horses 
also  run  small,  but  are  exceedingly  hardy. 
Dairy  Dairy  farming  is  also  at  a  very  low  ebb  of  development,  and 

farming.         might  be  developed  to  the  advantage  of  both  the  producer  and 
the  consumer. 

One  dairy  farm  on  a  very  large  scale  exists  in  the  district  of 
Bortschalin,  and  is  an  exceedingly  paying  concern,  seeing  that  the 
owner  of  it  has,  within  the  last  few  years,  considerably  increased 
his  enterprise  and  is  one'  of  the  few  farmers  who  furnishes  the 
markets  of  the  Trans-Caucasus  with  excellent  fresh  and  salt 
butter,  cheese  and  other  dairy  produce. 


NOVOROSSISK. 

Azima  wheat  This  year's  crop  of  azima  wheat,  the  harvesting  of  which  was 
delayed  for  a  month  in  consequence  of  cold  weather  in  the  early 
spring,  was  considembly  above  the  average,  especially  in  the 
Goulkevitch  and  Armavir  districts,  both  as  regards-  colour  and 
weight, this  latter  running  about  60^  lbs.  to  the  busliel,  the  admixture 
of  rye  being  about  10  per  cent.,  and  that  of  tares  8  to  9  per  cent. 
The  averfiige  yield  was  about  1,066 i  lbs.  to  the  acre.  A  good 
export  trade  is  expected,  owing  to  the  heavy  rains  abroad,  which 
are  said  to  have  weakened  the  quality  of  the  crops  there.  But 
little  business  has  up  to  the  present  heen  done  on  account  of  the 
late  harvest ;  thanks,  however,  to  the  abundant  crop,  last  year's 
average  prices  are  fairly  well  maintained.  This  w^heat  is  now 
quoted  f.o.b.  Novorossisk  at  l&s.  to  16s.  6d.  per  860  lbs. 

Hard  wheat.  This  year's  crop  of  hard  wheat  was  abundant  and  above  the 

average,  especially  in  the  Tsaritzin  and  Peshtchanakofskaia 
districts,  the  harvest  yielding  approximately  1,080  lbs.  to  the 
acre.  Business  is,  however,  slack,  owing  to  the  important  sales 
effected  abroad  by  Taganrog  merchants  of  Azov  wheat,  which  is 
sui)erior  in  quality  to  that  of  the  Caucasus,  the  prices  offered  to 
producers  in  this  district  not  being  sufficiently  tempting  to  induce 
them  to  part  with  their  grain.  Price  f.o.b.  Novorossisk  17s  M 
to  17s.  6d.  per  360  lbs. 

Maize.  The  maize  crop  has  not  yet  been  harvested,  but  it  is  said  to  be 

abundant,  especially  in  the  Ekaterinodar,  Armavir  and  Groulkevitch 
districts ;  there  is  but  little  of  this  article  in  stock  at  the  present 
monent,  but  a  large  expoit  is  looked  forward  to,  owing  to  the 
reported  failure  of  the  American  crops.  Prices  f.o.b.  Novorossisk 
13s.  S(L  to  13s.  6d  per  360  lbs. 

Barlej.  This  year's  crop  of  barley  was   abundant  and   of   excellent 

quality,  as  regards  botli  colour  and  weight,  the  harvest  yielding 
some  1,600  lbs.  to  the  acre.      Price  f.o.b.  Novorossisk  12s.  per 
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360  lbs.,  but  owing  to  competition  in  other  ports  there  are  but 
small  stocks  on  the  spot. 

The  rye  crop  was  also  good,  yielding  about  1,134  lbs.  to  the  Bye. 
acre,  but  for  the  present  little  business  is  being  done ;  a  large  ex- 
port trade  to  Germany  is,  however,  expected  later  on,  the  crops  in 
that  country,  it  appears,  being  very  considerably  less  than  usual* 
Price  f.o.b.  Novorossisk  13«.  6d.  per  360  lbs. 

The  crop  of  oats  was  not  quite  so  good  as  that  of  last  year,  Oats. 
the  yield  averaging  about  1,000  lbs.  to  the  acre.     A  large  export 
and  better  prices  are  looked  forward  to,  owing  to  the  reported 
smallness  of  the  stocks  abroad.     Price  f.o.b.  Novorossisk  11a.  6^. 
per  360  lbs. 

The   linseed   crop   is  said   to  have  failed,   and  it  is    quite  Linseed, 
probable  tliat  there  will  be  little  or  no  export,  as  local  mills,  &c., 
will  consume  the  whole  quantity  produced.    Price  f.o.b.  Novorossisk 
11.  155.  9d,  per  360  lbs. 

This  year's  crop  of  sunflower  seed  has  been   enormous,  the  Sunflower 
land  put  under  cultivation  representing  a  phenomenal  superficial  J^^*^^, 
area,  the  extent  of  which  it  is  difl&cult  to  estimate.     In  conse-  seed  oil. 
quence  of  this  abundance  the  prices  of  the  seed  itself  and  the  oil 
produced  from  it  have  Jallen  sensibly,  the  present  rates  being  16s. 
to  17s,  per  360  lbs  for  the  seed,  and  7s.   lOd.  per  36  lbs.,  or 
241.  5s.  6rf.  per  ton  for  the  oil 

Owing  to  the  continually  increasing  demand  for  sunflower  oil  Oil  cake, 
cake  ill  Denmark,  for  cattle  feeding  purposes,  rates  rule  very  high 
in  spite  of  the  large  production. 

Pricks  at  Novorossisk. 


Oil  cake — 
Sunflower    . . 

Linseed  •  • 
Mastard  seed 
Rape  seed    .  • 


{ 


Price  f.o.b. 

per 

360  Lbs. 

«.    d. 

15  10 

to 

17    0 

18    0 

8    6 

8    6 

The  grape  crop,  although  not  yet  gathered,  is  report^  to  be  Viticulture, 
exceptionally  good,  the  yield  being  estimated  to  produce  some 
370  gallons  to  the  acre.  At  the  present  moment  there  are  1,728 
acres  of  vineyards  in  this  immediate  neighbourhood,  including  the 
Abrau-Durso  estate,  belonging  to  the  Imperial  Domains,  which 
has  378  acres  of  vines.  An  association  of  vineyard  proprietors 
has  been  formed  for  the  development  of  this  branch  of  the  in- 
dustry ;  premises  and  cellars  have  been  rented,  and  some  20,000 
gallons  of  last  year's  wine  stored  belonging  to  the  40  members  of 
the  association.     It  is  proposed,  I  am  informed,  to  organise  a  sort 
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of  system  of  syndicates  amongst  the  princiiial  vineyaTd  proprietors 
in  die  south  of  Sussia,  and,  in  order  to  prevent  adnlterati(m  of 
any  kind,  stores  under  the  direct  management  of  the  syndicates 
will  be  established  in  the  principal  towns,  such  stores  to  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  the  distribution  of  the  various  kinds  of  wines 
produced  in  the  different  districts,  viz.,  Caucasus,  Don,  Kouban, 
Crimea,  Bessarabia,  &c. 

TdbMOfti  This  year's  tobacco  crop  is  said  to  be  of  great  abundance,  and 

the  tobacco  to  be  of  good  quality.  The  yield  on  the  best-planta- 
tions was  some  1,600  lbs.  to  the  acre,  whilst  the  average  was  about 
1,050  lbs.    Price  on  plantation  ll«.  6d,  to  18«.  per  36  lbs. 

8to(te  On  September  16  last  there  were  in  stock  some  40,000  tons 

of  various  kinds  of  grain  and  seed,  comprising  about  12,158  tons 
of  wheat,  19,000  tons  of  barley,  8,110  tons  of  oil  cake,  Ac. 


LONDON: 
Printea  for  His  Majesty's  Stationery  Office, 

bt  habbisok  and  sons, 

Pr inters  in  Ordinary  to  His  Majesty. 
(76    11  I  02— H  k  8     193) 
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